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To  the  Right  Wonhipful  Sir  George  Howard   Knight, 
Maister  uj  the  Quene'i  Maieslie's  Armarj/e. 

Evert  science  hauing  his  peculier  commodity,  and  conducinge 
to  the  trauayler  and  dilligvnt  searcher,  a  due  deserued  benefjrte 
(besydes  the  exercise  and  shunninge  the  pestilent  monster  idlenes) 
discloseth  the  miraculous  effect  of  the  djuinity,and  the  excellency 
of  his  Creature:  who  breathing  life  into  that  sencelesse  worke, 
framed  within  the  mould  of  humayn  conception,  forceth  in  him 
by  nature  and  timely  institution  such  capacitye  of  science,  as  not 
onelyebythat  knowledge  hee  glorifyeth  his  Creator,  but  also 
besydes  himselfe,  heipeth  and  doth  good  to  other.  For  profe 
whereof  the  science  of  that  surpassing  and  delightsome  pasture  of 
Theologie,  is  proBtable  to  teache,  argue,  reproue,  and  instruct, 
that  by  pacience  and  consolation,  we  may  conceiue  hope  of 
eternitye.  The  knowledge  of  Philosophic  cureth  the  mynde, 
auoydeth  childish  care,  expelleth  feare,  and  shunneth  fond  de- 
syres.  O  philosophye,  the  guide  of  life,  (exclaimeth  TuJlie)  the 
inquisitor  of  vertue  and  expellcr  of  vice.  Rethorike  (affirmeth 
he)  causcth  vs  to  learne  that  we  know  not  and  that  we  know  to 
teach  to  other:  by  the  same  we  exhort,  with  that  we  perswade, 
with  that  we  comfort  theafflicted,  by  it  we  encourage  the  astonned, 
and  appease  the  outragious.  Musike,  easeth  the  troubled  mynde, 
lenifyeth  sorrowe,  comforteih  the  heauye  harted,  and  erecteth  a 
contemplatyon  of  heauenlye  thinges.  Astronomye,  reuealeth  the 
nature  of  the  starres  and  planets,  presageth  dayes  and  times  for 
the  helpe  and  raaintenaunce  of  life.  Poesie  teacheth  amendment 
of  manners,  directeth  what  things  be  mete  for  imitation,  and  with 
what  detriment  wantonncs  anoyeth  the  bodye  of  man.  By 
means  of  it  (Sainct  Augustine  saitb,)  he  learned  many  good  lesson* 
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to  profile  himselfe  and   do  good  to  other.    To  be  short  euery 
science  is  so  necessary,  as  the  same  taken  away,  reason  isdepriued 
and  the  life  of  man   (of  due   order  and  gouernmeni)  defrauded. 
Thinke  (sayth  a  Greke  Oratour)  the  knowledge  of  many  thinges 
to  bee  more  precious  and  excellent,  then  a  chest  heaped  vp  with 
abundance  of  money:  for  the  one  quickly  fayleth,  and  tlie  other 
for  euer  lasteth.     For   Scientia  (afiirmeth  hee)  is  the  ouelye  im- 
mortall  storehouse  of  all  possessions.     Amouges  which  troupe  of 
sciences,  the  knowledge  and  search  of  histories  deserueth  a  place 
in  the  chefest  rank,  and  is  for  example  of  humuine  afTayres,  a 
christal  light  to  shew  the  pathes  of  our  auucestors.     The  same 
displaieth   the  counsels,  aduises,   pollicies,  actes,    successe,  and 
endes  of  kinges,  princes  and  great  men,  with  the  order  and  dis- 
cription  of  time  and  place.     And  like  a  liucly  image  represcnteth 
before  our  eies  the  beginning,  end  and  circumstaunce  of  ech 
attempt.    The  same  (like  a  mistresse  of  our  Hfe)  by  probable 
examples  stirreth  vp  our  sluggish  mindes,  to  aspyre  the  eternal 
glorie  of  praise  and  fame,  and  terrifyeth  the  desperate  and  aduea- 
turous,  from  enterprise  of  things  vnseemely.     The  same  is  a  pas- 
sing picture  of  verity,  and  an  absolute  paterne  framinge  the  matter 
greatter  nor  lessc  then  it  is.  And  because  I  am  not  ignorant  what 
Encomia  innumerable  authors  in  lime  paste,  and  wryters  of  our 
tyme   do  attribute   vnlo  that  science,  and  with  what  titles  the 
prince  of  them  all  decketh  the  praise  of  historical!  knowledge,  I 
only  refer  the  worthines  to  the  praclisers,  and  the  syngularilye  of 
histories  traue)  and  delight,  to  ech  willing  minde  that  iinploye 
their  leasure  and  tyme  therin.     And  I  for  my  parte  do  confesse 
(that  by  reading  of  histories)  I  fynd   the  saying  which  Tulliead- < 
uoucbeth   of  Publius   Scipio  to  bee  true:    that   he   was   neuerj 
iesse  idle,  then  when  he  was   idle,   aud  neucr    lesse  alone,    then 
when   he   was    alone,  meaning   therby,  that   when  he  was   at  ^j 
best  leisure,  he   was  neuer  idle,  nor  when   he  was  alone  va»^| 
occupyed.     For  when  labor  resteth  him  selft-  in  me,  and  leisure  ^^ 
refresheth  other  affaires,  nothing  delights  more  that  vacant  lyme,       i 
than  readinge  of  histories  in    such  vulgar  speache,  wherein  my  ^| 
small  knowledge  taketh  repast.     And  for  that  my  priuat  reading  ^^ 
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might  not  deJyte  aad  pleasure  me  alone,  to  auoid  tlie  nature  of 
that  cankred  churle  and  toe  of  humaio  couipanye,  Timon  of 
Athens,  that  liued  but  for  him  selle,  I  hauc  (after  mj  skiJI)  culled 
some  floures  and  fruites  from  that  pleasauut  store  ai'  those  my 
readinges  to  impart  for  vniucrsal  gayne  and  bencHte,  chosynge 
rather  hereby  to  followe  the  liberalitye  of  Cimon  a  gi-ntleman  of 
that  cittye,  who  knowynge  hymselfeto  bee  boroc  to  profiteother 
and  for  the  enriching  of  his  country,  not  only  atchiued  maruatl- 
ous  matters  for  furtherance  of  cumon  wealth,  hut  left  his  gardens 
and  orchards  open  for  all  men  to  participate  the  fntictes  of  his 
pleasure  and  traueli.  VVherby  so  we]  us  1  can  1  follow  the  tract 
and  practice  of  other,  by  whose  meanes,  so  manifold  sciences 
in  our  known  toung  and  translation  of  hi^itories  be  frequent 
and  rife  amonge  vs.  Al  which  be  done  after  our  commoditj, 
pleasure,  solace,  preseruation  and  comfort,  and  without  the  whkft 
we  cannot  long  be  sustayned  in  this  miserable  lyfe,  but  shal  be- 
come not  much  vnlyke  tlie  barbarous,  ne  discrepant  from  the 
sauagesorte.  The  inuestigatours  and  briugers  to  light,  wherof 
direct  their  eyes  and  meaning  to  none  other  end  but  for  the  bene- 
fjrte  of  vs  and  oar  posteritye,  and  that  our  faces  be  not  laynted 
with  the  blushing  coloure  to  see  the  passing  diligence  of  other 
countrycs  by  curious  imbelishingeof  their  states  with  the  troublous 
trauaile  of  their  brayne,  and  laboursom  course  of  penne.  Who 
altogeather  imploy  those  paynes,  that  no  science  lurke  in  comer, 
that  DO  knowledge  be  shut  vp  in  cloysters,  that  no  history  re- 
maine  vnder  the  maske  and  vnknowne  attyre  of  other  tongues. 
Among  which  crew  (I  say)  I  craue  an  infcriour  place  and  haue 
vndertaken  the  vnfolding  of  sundry  histories  from  the  coucrture  of 
foren  language  for  none  other  purpose  and  intent  but  to  vniuersal 
benefyte.  Part  whereof,  two  yrare  past  (almost)  wer  made  com- 
mune in  a  former  boke,  now  sueccdeth  a  second,  furnished  withlike 
ornaments  that  the  other  was.  The  iirst  (by  duties  chalenge) 
was  addressed  to  the  right  honorable  the  Earle  of  \^'nrwik,  for 
respect  of  his  honour,  and  my  calling.  This  the  second  by  lyke 
band,  your  worsltip  may  iustly  clayuie  as  a  iust  tribute  now  this 
monelb  of  Nouember,  payable.     Or  if  your  curtesye  would  not 
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dealeiio  roughly  with  youre  bounden  creditoure,  yet  for  duty  sake 
I  must  acquite  and  content  chat  which  hath  so  long    ben    due. 
The  same  I   offer  now  not  with  such  vsury  and  gayne  as  your 
beneuolcnce  and  syngular  bounty,  by  long  forbearing  hath  de- 
lerued,   but  with  such  affected  will  and  desyre  of  recom pence,  as 
any  man  alyue  can  owe  to  so  rare  a  friend.     Your  worship  1  haue 
chosen  for  the  firste  person  of  this  boke,  and  the  protector  of  the 
game  (the  matter  moste  specially  therin  comprised,  treating  of 
courtly  fashions  and  maners,  and  of  the  customes  of  loue's  gallan- 
tise,  and  the  good  or  yll  successe  therof,)  because  you  be  nn  aun- 
cient  courtier,  and  one  of  the  eldest  trayne,  and  such  as  hath  bene 
imployed  by  sundry   our  princes,  in  their  affayres  of  grtatest 
wayght  and  importance,  and  for  that  your  selfe  in  your  lustiest 
tyme  (euer  bred  and  brought  vp  in  court,)  haue  not  ben  vnac- 
quainted  with  those  occurrants.     If  I  shoulde  stand  particularlye 
to  touch  the  originall  of  your  noble  auncestry,  the  succession  of 
that  renowmed   line,  their  fidelity  for  graue  aduise  and  counsel, 
your  honowrable  education,  the  manage  of  a  mighty  kyng  with 
one  of  your  sisters,  the  valiant  exploites  of  your  parents  againste 
the   Frenche   and  Scottes,  the  worthye  seruice  of  your  selfe  in 
fielde,  wherby  you  deseruedly  wanne  the  order  of  knighthode,  the 
trust  which  her  maiesty  reposeth  in  you,  by  disposing  vnderyour 
charge  the  store  of  her  armure,  and  your  worthy  preferment  to 
be  Maister  of  her  Armary  gcnerall.     If  I  should  make  recitall  of 
your  careful    industry  and  painful  trauel  sustayned,  for  answear- 
ing  her  Maiestye's  expectation,  your  noble  cherishing  of  the  skil- 
ful in   that  science,  your  good  aduauncemente  of  the   best  to 
supply  the  vacant  romes,  your   refusal!  of  the  vnworthy:   aud 
finally  of  your  modest  and  curteous  dealings  in  that  ofHce,  I  feare 
lacke  of  ability  (and  not  of  matter)  would  want  grace  and  order 
by  further  circumstance  to  adde  sufhcient  prayse:  yea  although 
my  selfe  do  say  nothing,  (but  reserue  the  same  in  silence  toauoyd 
suspecte  of  adulation)  the  very  armure  and  their  furnitures  do 
speake,  vniuersal  testimony  doth  wonder,  and  the  readines  of  the 
same  for  tyme  of  seruice  doth  aduoucfa.     Which  care  of  things 
continually  resting  in  your  breast,  hath  atchyued  such  a  tymely 
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As  shewed  curtesie  desenieth  grateful  acquiul  and  frendiy  fauour 
forceth  mntual  merit.  So  for  gentle  acceptation  of  my  other 
boke,  I  render  to  thy  dclite  and  profit  a  second  Tome,  tor  which 
I  craue  but  like  report :  albeit,  neither  worthy  of  any:  or  other 
then  the  rude  artificer  gayneth  by  tryal  of  his  art.  Who  hauing 
committed  to  his  skil  and  workmanship,  some  substance  of  gold, 
or  other  precious  matter,  fashioneth  the  same  with  such 
bungled  shape  and  order,  as  (besydcs  disprayse)  it  carieth  the 
vnablenes  of  the  workman.  Howsoeuer  (then)  the  ablcnes  or 
perfection  herof  vniuersally  shal  content  or  particularly  dis- 
please :  the  boke  craueth  mild  construction,  for  imploied  paioea. 
And  yet  the  same  (liking  or  lothing  the  licorous  diet,  and  curious 
expectation  of  som)  shal  beare  regarde  with  those  that  more 
dclite  in  holsom  viandes  (voyd  of  variety)  than  in  the  confused 
mixture  of  foren  drugges  fetched  farr  of.  Who  no  doubt  will 
supply  with  fauorable  brute,  default  of  ablenes  and  riper  skil  in 
the  histories  of  forren  spech.  Which  is  the  guerdon  (besides 
publike  benefite)  after  which  I  gaze,  and  the  best  stipend  thatech 
wel  willinge  mind  (as  I  suppose)  aspireth  for  their  trauel,  and 
briefly  to  touch  what  comodity  thou  shalt  reape  of  these  succed- 
ing  histories,  I  deme  it  not  vnapt  for  thine  instruction,  to  vnfold 
what  pith  and  substance,  restelh  vnder  the  context  of  their  dis- 
course. 

In  the  nouel  of  the  AMAZONES,  is  displayed  a  straunge  or 
miraculous  port,  (to  our  present  skill)  of  womens  gouernment, 
what  state  they  subdued,  what  increase  of  kingdome,  what  com- 
bats and  conflictes  they  durst  attempt  contrary  to  the  nature  of 
that  sexe. 

In  ALEXANDER  the  greate,  what  ought  to  bee  the  gratitude 
and  curtesye  in  a  puissant  prince,  toward  bis  slaue  and  captiue, 
and  to  what  perilous  plunge  he  slippeth  by  exchange  of  vice  for 
vertue. 
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InTIMOCLIA  and  THEOXENA  the  stoutnessc  of  two  noble 
d«ines  to  anoyde  the  beastly  lust  and  raging  fury  of  tyrantes. 

ARIOBARZANES  telieth  the  duty  of  a  subject  to  bis  prince: 
and  how  he  ought  not  to  contende  with  his  soucrayn  in  matters 
of  curtesy,  at  length  also  the  condition  of  courting  flatterers :  and 
the  poison  of  the  monster  enuy. 

ARISTOTIMVS  disgarboyleth  the  intralles  of  tiranny,  des- 
eribing  the  end  whereunto  tirants  do  attein  and  how  that  vice 
plagueth  their  posterity. 

The  two  Romayne  QUEENS  do  point  (as  it  wer)  with  their 
fyngers,  the  natures  of  ambition  and  cruelty,  and  the  gredy  lust 
(hidden  in  that  feeble  sexe)  of  souerainty. 

SOPHONISBA  reporteth  the  force  of  beauty,  and  what  poy- 
loa  disttUeih  from  that  licourous  sappe  to  inuenim  the  bartes  of 
valiant  gentlemen. 

The  gentlewomen  of  HYDRVSA,  the  ficlenes  of  Fortune. 

The  Empresse  FAUSTINA,  and  the  countesse  of  CELANT, 
wbatblonoms  blome  of  whorish  life,  and  what  fruictes  thcrof  be 
culled. 

The  letters  of  the  Emperour  TRAIANE,  do  paynt  a  right 
ibape  of  vertue,  a  good  state  of  gouemment,  and  the  comly  form 
of  obedience. 

Three  Amorous  Dames  reueale  the  sleights  of  loue  the  redines  of 
nobles  to  be  baited  with  the  amorous  hoke,  and  what  desire  such 
infamous  strumpets  haue  to  be  honored. 

Queene  ZENOBIA,  what  the  noble  gentlewomen  (whom  the 
fates  ordayne  to  rule)  ought  to  do,  how  farre  their  magnanimity 
ought  to  stretch,  and  in  what  boundes  to  conteine  their  souerainty. 

EVPHIMIA  aking's  daughter  of  Corinth,  and  the  vnfortunate 
dochesse  of  Malfi,  what  match  of  mariage  Ladies  of  renowne,  and 
dames  of  princelye  houses  ought  to  chose. 

Mistresse  DIANORA,  MITHRIDANES  and  NATHAN, 
KATH  ERINE  of  Bologna,  and  SA  LADIN  E,  the  mutual  curtesies 
of  noble  and  gentle  personages,  and  for  what  respectes. 

Qnene  A  N N  E  of  Hungarie,  the  good  nature  and  liberalitye  of  a 
Qaene:  and  with  what  industry  gentlewomen  of  priuy  chamber 
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ought  to  preferre  the  sutes  of  the  valiant^  and  of  such  as  haue 
wel  serued  the  common  welth. 

ALEXANDRE  de  Medices,  duke  of  Florence,  the  justice  of  a 
prince,  and  gouernour  to  the  wronged  party,  what  venues  ought 
to  shine  in  courtiers,  and  with  what  temperance  their  insolence  is 
to  be  repressed. 

IVLIETTA  and  RHOMEO  disclose  the  harty  affection  of  two 
incomparable  louers,  what  secret  sleights  of  loue,  what  danger 
either  sort  incurre  whicli  mary  without  the  aduise  of  parentes. 

Two  gentlewomen  of  VENICE,  the  wisdome  and  pollicy  of 
wiues  to  chastice  and  restrain  the  follies  of  husbands,  and  the 
stoutnes  they  ought  to  vse  in  their  defense. 

Tlie  lord  of  VIRLE,  and  the  widow  ZILIA,  geue  lessons  to 
louers,  to  auoyde  the  immoderate  panges  of  loue,  they  prognosti- 
cate the  indiscretion  of  promised  penance,  they  warne  to  beware 
al  vnseemly  hestes,  lest  the  penaltyes  of  couctise  and  vayn  glory 
be  incurred. 

The  lady  of  BOEME,  schooleth  two  noble  Barons  that  with 
great  boast  assured  themselues  to  impair  her  honor. 

DOM  DIEGO  and  GINEVllA,  record  the  cruelty  of  women 
bent  to  hate  and  the  volunlarye  tow  performed  by  a  passionate 
knight,  with  the  parfecl  frendship  of  a  true  frend  in  redresse  of  a 
fiend's  mishap. 

SALIMBENE  and  ANGELICA,  the  kindncs  of  a  gentleman 
in  deliuerie  of  his  ennemy,  and  the  constant  mynd  of  a  chast  and 
vertuous  mayden. 

Mistresse  HELENA  of  Florence  discouereth  what  lothsom 
lustes  do  lurk  vnder  the  bark  of  fading  beauty,  what  stench  of 
61thy  affection  fumeth  from  the  smoldriog  gulfe  of  dishonest  loue 
what  prankcs  such  dames  do  play  for  deceit  of  other,  and  shame 
of  themselues. 

CAMIOLA  reproueth  the  mobility  of  youth  such  chiefly  as 
for  noble  auncestry  regarded  ritches  more  than  vertue,  she  lyke  a 
mistresse  of  constancye  lessoneth  her  equalles  from  wauering 
myndes,  and  not  to  aduenturevponvnstedie contracts :  with  those 
that  care  not  (vnder  what  pretence)  they  com  by  riches. 

The  lords  of  NOCERA  fortel  the  bazardes  of  wbordoni,  the 
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rage  of  ieJousy,  the  difference  of  duty  betwene  prince  and 
subject,  the  fruites  of  a  rebell,  the  endes  of  traitery  and  tiranny, 
and  what  monstruous  successe  such  vices  do  attaine. 

Tlie  king  of  MAROCCO  describcth  the  good  nature  of  the 
homely  and  loial  subiect,  the  maruaylous  loue  of  a  true  and  symple 
countryman  towarde  his  liege  and  scueraygne  lorde,  and  the 
bounty  of  a  curteous  prince,  vpon  those  that  vnder  rude  attyre, 
be  garnisht  with  the  flouresof  vertue. 

To  be  short,  the  contentes  of  these   Nouels  from  degree  of 

highest  emperour,  from  state  of  greattest  quene  and  lady,  to  the 

homelye   cuntry    peasant  and   rudest    viiage  girie,  may  conduce 

profite  for  instruction,  and  pleasure  for  delight.     They  offer  rules 

for  auoiding  of  vice  and  imitation  of  vertue  to  at  estates.     This 

boke  is  a  very  court  and  palace  for  al  sortes  to  fixe  their  eies 

therein,  to  vew  the  deuoyres  of  the  noblest,  the  vertues  of  the 

gentlest,  and  the  dutyes  of  the  meanest.  Yt  is  a  stage  and  theatre 

for  shew  of  truenobililye,  for  profe  of  passing  loialty  and  for 

tryal  of  their  contraries.    Wherfore  as  in  this  I  haue 

continued  what  erst  I  partejj'e  promised  in  the  first 

go  vppon  intelligence  of  the  second  signe  of 

thy  good  wil,  a  third  (by  Gods  asistance) 

shal  come  forth. 

Farewell. 


Authoritietfrom  whence  these  UoueHet  be  collected:  and  in  the 
aame  avouched. 


Strabo. 

Plinie. 

Qnintas  Curtios. 

Plotardie. 

Titus  Linius. 

Dionysius  Halicarnassaeus. 

Appianus  Alexandrians. 

Onide. 

Horace. 

Propertius. 

Cicero. 

Valerius  Max. 


Trebelius  PoUio. 

XenopboD. 

Homere. 

Virgilius. 

Baptista  Campofulgosus. 

Bandelio. 

Bocaccio. 

Gyraldi  Cyntbio. 

Belleforrest. 

Boustuau. 

Petro  di  Seuiglia. 

Antonio  di  Gueuarra. 
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Nouel  I.  The  hardtnesse  ami  conqoesU  or  diuers  ilnut  and  aduenturous  women 
called  Aoiazones,  the  beginning,  continuaunce,  and  ende  of  their 
ncfgne,  and  of  the  iorney  of  one  of  their  queenes  called  Thalcslrii  to 
visit  Alexander  the  great,  and  the  cauie  of  her  trauaylc t 

Tlie  great  piety,  and  continencie  of  Alexander  the  great,  and  hia 
Inuing  intcrtaynment'of  Sisigambis,  the  wyfe  of  the  great  monarch 

Darius  after  he  was  vanquished 8 

Timoclia,  a  gentlewoman  of  Thebes,  vnderalanding  the  couetous 
desire  of  a  Thraciao  knight,  that  had  abuied  hir  and  promised  hir 
manage  rather  for  hir  goods  than  loue,  well  acqulted  birselfe  from 

his  faliehoode 14 

Ariobarzanes  great  stcwarde  to  Artaxerxes  king  of  Persia,  goeth  about 
m  exceede  his  soueraygnc  lorde  and  maysler  in  curtesic  :  Wherein  arc 
contayned  many  notable  and  picasaunt  chaunces,  besides  the  great 
pacience,  and  loyalty  naturally  planted  in  the  sayd  Ariobarzanes.  IB 

Lucitu  one  of  the  garde  to  Aristotimus  the  tyrant  of  Eiis,  (el  in  loue 
with  a  fayrc  mayden  called  Micca,  the  daughter  of  one  Philodenius, 
and  his  cruelty  done  v[>on  hir.  The  stoutnes  also  of  a  noble  tnatrone 
named  Mcgistona,  in  defence  of  hir  husband  and  the  commonwealth 
from  the  tyranny  of  the<«iyd  Aristotimus  :  and  of  other  acts  done  by 

the  subiects,  vpon  that  tyraunt   51 

VI.  The  marueylous  courage,  and  ambition  of  a  gentlewoman  called 
Tanaquill,  the  queene  and  wyfe  of  Tarquinus  Priscus  the  fift 
Homane  king,  with  hir  persuasions  and  pollicic  to  hir  husband,  fcr 
his  aduauncemenl  10  the  kingdome:  hir  like  encouragement  of 
seruius  Tullius  t  Wherein  also  is  discribed  the  ambition  of  one  of 
the  two  daughters  of  SeruiusTullius,  the  sixt  Romanc  king,  and  hir 
cruelty  towards  hir  owne  nalurall  fattier:  With  other  accidents 
TOL.  it.  d 
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ehannced  in  the  new  erected  commonwealth  of  Rome,  specially  of 
the  last  Roman  kinge  Tarquinos  Sopeibns,  who  with  muider 
attayned  the  kingdome,  with  mtuder  mayneteyned  it,  and  by  the 
n^prder  and  insolent  life  of  his  Sonne,  was  with  all  his  pn^^eny 

banished 63 

Nouel  VII.  The  rnhappy  ende  and  successe  of  the  l<iue  of  kingMassinissa  and  of 

queene  Sophonisba  his  wyfe 78 

VIII,  The  craelty  of  a  king  of  Macedon,  who  forced  a  gentlewoman 

called  Thebxena,  to  persuade  hir  children  to  kill  and  poyson  thenv 
seines:  afker  which  facte,  she  and  her  husband  Pons,  ended  their 

life  by  drowning 94 

IX.  A  straunge  and  maraeilloos  vse,  which  in  olde  time  was  obserued 

in  Hidrusa :  Where  it  was  lawfutl  (with  the  licence  of  a  magistrate 
ordayned  for  that  purpose)  for  euery  man,  and  woman  that  list,  to 

kill  themselues gs 

X.  The  dishonest  loue  of  Faustina  the  Empresse,  and  widi  what  remedy 

the  same  was  remoued  and  taken  away los 

' XI.  Chera  hid  a  treasure,  Elisa  goingabont  to  hanghitselfe,  and  tying  the 

halter  about  a  beame,  found  that  treasure,  and  in  place  thereof  left 
the  halter.  Philene,  the  dau^ter  of  Chera,  going  for  that  treasure, 
and  busily  searching  for  the  same,  fonnde  the  hatter,  wherewithall 
for  dispaire  shee  woulde  baue  hanged  hirMlfe :  but  forbidden  by 
Elisa,  who  by  channce  espied  hir,  she  was  restored  to  parte  of  hir 

losse,  leading  afterwards  a  happy  and  prosperous  life 1 06 

XII.  Letters  of  the   philosopher  Plutarch,  to  the  noble  and  vertuous 

Emperonr  Traiane,  and  from  the  sayd  Emperour  to  Plutarch,  the 
like  also  from  die  sayd  Emperour  to  the  Senate  of  Rome.  In  all 
which  be  contayned  godly  rules  for  gouemment  of  princes,  obedi- 

ence  of  subiectes,  and  their  dueties  to  commonwealth 121 

XIII.  A  notable  hyttory  of  three  amorous  gentlewomen,  called  Lamia, 

Flora,  and  Lais  :  conteyning  the  sutes  of  lioble  prynces,  and  other 
great  personages  made  vnto  them,  with  their  aunsweres  to  diuers 

demaundes :  and  the  manner  of  their  death,  and  funerals '  143 

XIV.  The  life  and  gestes  of  the  most  iamons  queene  2^nobia,  with  the 

letters  of  the  Emperour  Aurelianus  to  the  sayd  qneene  and  hir  stoute 

aunswere  thereunto 153 

XV.  Euphimia  the  king  of  Corinths  daughter,  fell  in  loue  with  Acharisto, 

the  seruatmt  of  hir  father,  and  besides  others  which  required  hir 
to  mariage,  she  disdayned  Philon,  the  king  of  Peloponesus,  that 
loued  hir  very  feruently,  Acharisto  conspiring  against  the  king,  was 
discouered,  tormented,  and  put  in  pryson,  and  by  meanes  of 
Euphimia  deliuered ;  the  kinge  promysed  his  datighter  and  king- 
^  dome  to  him  that  presented  the  head  of  Acharisto.    Euphimia  so 
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wTonght,  as  bee  was  presented  to  the  king.  The  king  gaue  him 
hit  daughter  to  wife:  and  when  he  died,  made  him  his  hcire: 
Acharisto  began  to  hate  his  wyfc,  and  condempned  hir  to  death  as 
an  adultresse.  Philon  deiiuere<l  hir  and  vpon  the  8ute  ofhirsubiectt 
she  is  contented  to  marry  him,  and  thereby  he  is  made  kyng  of 
Corinth .• 16k 

Nouel  XVI.  The  Matchionesse  of  Monferrato,  with  a  banket  of  Hennes,  and 
certnync  pleasaunt  words,  repressed  the  fondc  loue  of  Philip,  the 
French  kyng 180 

XVII.  Mislresse  Dianora  demaunded  of  maisier  Ansaldo,  a  garden  so 

favrc  in  lanuary,  as  in  the  moiicth  of  May.  Maistrr  Ansaldo  (by 
meanes  of  an  obligation  which  hce  made  to  a  necromancer)  caused 
the  same  to  be  done :  The  husband  agreed  with  the  gentlewoman 
that  shce  shoulde  doe  the  pleasure  which  maister  Anscldo  required  : 
who  hearing  the  liberality  of  the  husband,  acquited  hir  of  her  pro- 
mise, and  the  necromancer  likewise  discharged  maistcr  Ansaldo  184 

XVIII.  Mithridanes,   cnuious  of  the    liberality   of  Nathan,   and  going 

about  to  kill  him,  spake  vnto  him  vnknowne,  and  being  informed 
by  himsclfe  by  what  meanes  lie  might  doe  the  same,  he  found  him 
in  a  little  woode  accordingly  as  bee  had  tolde  him,  who  knowinge 
him,  was  ashamed,  and  became  his  frcende 190 

XIX.  Maistfr  Gentil  of  C'ariscndi,  bemg  come  from  Modena,  tooke  a 

woman  out  of  hir  graue,  that  was  buried  for  deade,  who  after  shee 
wa*  come  agayne,  brought  lorih  a  sonne,  which  maisicr  Gentil 
rendrcd  afterwards  whh  the  mother  to  maistcr  Nicholas  Chasvncmie 
hir  husband    I97 

XX.  SalaiJinc,  in  the  habite  of  a  marchaunt,  was  honorably  receiued  into 

tl)e  hoosc  of  mayslcr  Thorello,  went  oucr  the  sea,  in  company  of 
ihc  Christian*,  and  assigned  a  tcrmc  to  his  wife,  when  she  should 
mary  ag^ync.  He  was  taken,  and  carie<l  to  tlie  Souldan  to  be  his 
Falconer,  who  knowing  him,  and  suffering  himsclfe  to  be  knowne, 
did  him  great  honor.  Maister  Thorello  fell  sicke,  and  by  magike 
arte,  was  caried  iu  a  night  to  Pauie,  where  he  found  his  wyfe  about 
to  marie  againe,  who  knowing  him,  returned  home  with  him  to  his 
owne  bouse 305 

XXI.  A  gentleman  of  meane  calling  and   reputation,  doth   fall  in  loue 

with   Anne,  Quccne  of  Hungarie,  whom  she  very   royally  and 

liberally  requited 8?S 

XXII.  The  gentit  and  iust  acte  of  Alexander  de  Medices,  the  first  duke  of 

plorerice,  vjwn  a  gentleman,  whom  he  fauored,  who  hauing 
rauished  tlie  daughter  of  a  |X)ore  miller,  caused  him  to  mary  hir,  for 
the  greater  honor  and  celebration  whereof,  he  apoiuted  hir  a  rich 
and  bonoorable  dowry S48 
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JMoael  XXIII.  The  infertunate  manage  of  a  gentleman,  called  Antonie  Bologna 
with  the  Duchesseof  \falfi,  andthepittifoll  death  of  them  both  971 

XXIV.  The  disordred  life  of  the  Countesse  of  Celant,  and   how  ahee 

(causing  the  Coantee  of  Massino  to  be  murdered)  was  beheaded  at 
Milan 318 

XXV.  The  goodly  history  of  the  true,  and    constant  loue  betweene 

Rhomeo  and  lulietta ;  the  one  of  whom  died  of  poyson,  and  the 
other  of  sorrowe  and  heauinesse :  wherein  be  comprised  many 
adnentures  of  loue,  and  other  deuises  touchinge  the  same  ....  348 

XXVI.  Two  gentlemen  of  Venice,  were  honorably  deceyued  of  their 

wyues,  whose  notable  practices,  and  secret  conference  for  atchieuing 
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XXVIII.  Two  Barons  of  Hungary  assuring  themselues  to  obtayne  their 

sute  made  to  a  faire  lady  of  Boeme,  receyued  of  hir  a  straunge  and 
mameylous  repulse,  to  their  shame  and  infamy,  curssing  the  time  that 

euer  they  aduentured  an  enterprise  so  foolish 463 

XXIX.  Dom  Diego,  a  gentleman  of  Spayne,  fel  in  loue  with  fayre 

Gineura,  and  shee  with  him :  their  loue  by  meanes  of  one  that 
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moneths,  and  afterwards  (knowne  by  one  of  his  friends)  was  by 
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loue  (she  louingan  other)  made  the  same  scholler  to  stande  a  whole 
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of  one  of  hys  nobleniun  called  Rustanus  :  where  also  is  remembred 
the  wilfull  death  of  one  of  his  Sotmes  named  Giangir,  for  the  griefe 
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THE  FIRST  NOUELL. 

iThe  hardincsie  and  conquests  of  diners  stout,  and  aduentiirous  n-o- 
men,  called  Amazones,  the  beginninge,  and  continuance  of  their 
reigtte,  and  of  the  great  iournet/  of  one  of  their  queenes  called  Tha- 
lestris  to  vixit  Alexander  the  great :  with  the  cause  of  her  trauaite. 

Where  the  firste  booke  beegan  with  acombate  fought,  and  tried 
betweene  tno  mighty  citties,  for  principality,  and  gouerneuient, 
the  one  hight  Rome  after  called  the  head  of  the  world  (as  some 
ihinke  by  reason  of  a  man's  head  found  in  the  place  where  the 
capitole  did  stand)  the  other  Alba.  To  which  combat  sixe  gen- 
tlemen of  eyther  city  were  appoyncted,  and  the  victory  chaunced 
to  the  Romayne  side :  In  this  second  parte,  in  tlie  forefront,  and 
first  nouell  of  the  same,  is  described  the  beginninge,  continuaunce 
and  ende  of  a  woman's  common  wealth  (an  history  rare  and  straunge 
to  the  vnlearned,  ignorant  of  the  world's  fickle  ruled  stay)  which 
contended  with  the  mighty  princes  and  puissant  potentates  for  de- 
fence of  their  kingdome,  no  lesse  than  the  Carthaginians  and  Ro- 
maynesdid  for  theirs.  But  as  it  is  no  wonder  to  the  skilful  that  a 
whole  monarcbe,and  kingdome  should  be  intierly  peopled  with  that 
sexe :  so  to  the  not  well  trained  in  histories,  this  may  seeme  miracu- 
lous. Wherefore  not  to  staye  thee  from  the  discourse  of  those 
ctiange  andaduenturous  women,  diuers  be  of  diuers  opinions  for  the 
etimologie  of  the  word  ;  whereof  ainonges  the  Grsetians  be  diuers 
iudgementes.  These  Amazones  were  most  excellent  warriers,  very 
valiaunt,  and  without  man's  aduice  did  conquer  mighty  coun- 
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treyes,  famous  cities,  and  notable  kingdomes,  continuiage  of 
longe  time  in  one  seigniory,  and  gouernment.  These  people  occu- 
pied and  enioyed  a  great  part  of  Asia.  Som  writers  deuide  tliem 
into  two  prouinces,  one  in  Scythia  in  the  north  part  of  Asia:  other 
by  the  hill  Imaus,  which  at  this  day  is  called  the  Tartarian  Scythia, 
different  from  that  which  is  in  Europa :  the  other  sort  of  the  Ama- 
zones  were  in  Libia  a  prouince  of  Africa.  But  because  the  cooi* 
mon  sort  of  authors  doc  vnderstand  the  Aniazones  to  be  those  of 
Asia,  I  meane  to  leaue  of  the  difference.  The  Sc^'thians  were  a 
warlike  people,  and  al  the  beginninge  of  their  kingdomc  had  two 
kinges,  by  whom  they  were  gouerned.  Notwithstandinge  the  na- 
ture of  dominion  beinge  of  it  selfe  ambicious,  cannot  abide  any 
companioa  or  equall :  which  caused  these  two  kinges  to  be  at 
varinunec,  and  afterwards  the  matter  grew  to  ciuill  warres,  wherein 
the  one  beinge  victor,  two  of  the  principal  and  chiefe  of  the  con- 
trary faction,  called  Plinius  and  Scolopithos,  were  banished  with 
a  great  number  of  their  adherentes,  al  which  did  withdraw  them- 
selues  to  the  limits  of  Cappadocia  in  the  lesser  Asia,  and  in  despite 
of  the  countrey  pesantes,  dwelled  alonges  the  riuer  of  Thermodori, 
which  entreth  into  the  sea  Euxiauoi,  otherwise  called  Pontus. 
And  they  beinge  made  lordes  of  the  countrey,  and  of  the  places 
adioyninge,  raygned  for  certayne  yeares,  vnlill  the  peasantes  and 
their  confederatea  made  a  conspiracy  agaj-nst  them :  and  asscm- 
blinge  by  poUicy,  ouercame  and  sleewe  theym  all.  The  newes  of 
theyr  death  kuowen  to  their  wyues  dwellinge  in  theyr  countrey, 
caused  tiiem  to  conceiue  great  heauinesse,  and  dolor  extreme  .- 
and  although  they  were  women,  yet  did  they  put  on  manly  cou- 
rage, and  determined  to  reuenge  the  death  of  their  husbandes,  by 
puttinge  theyr  hands  to  weapons  wherewithal  they  did  e.vercise 
themselues  very  ofte:  and  that  they  might  all  be  equall,  and  their 
sorrow  common,  they  murdred  certaine  of  their  hnsbandes  which 
remayned  there,  after  the  other  were  banished.  Afterward  beinge 
altogether,  they  made  a  great  army,  and  forsooke  their  dwellinge 
places,  refusinge  the  mariage  of  many  suters :  and  arriuinge  in  the 
londe  of  their  enemies(thut  made  small  accoumpt  thereof,  although 
fbretolde  of  their  approche)  they  sodaynlycame  vpon  them  vnpro- 
uided,  and  put  them  all  to  the  sword.     This  beinge  done,  the 
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women  tooke  the  gouernment  of  tlie  coiiiUrcy,  inhabitinge  at  the 
begmninge  aloage  the  riucr  of  Thormodon,  where  their  husbandes 
were  slayne.  And  although  tunny  authors  do  diflier  in  the  situa- 
tion of  the  place  where  the  Amazones  did  dwell,  yet  the  truth  is, 
that  the  beginning  of  their  kingdome  and  of  their  habitation  was 
vppon  that  riuer.  But  of  their  nianyfolde  conquestes,  be  cngen- 
dred  diuers  opinions  declared  by  Strabo,  and  others.  They  forti- 
fied themselues  in  those  places,  and  wan  other  countreys  adioyn- 
inge,  choosingc  amongc  them  twoqueenes,  the  one  named  Martc- 
sia,  and  tlie  other  Lampedo.  These  two  louingely  deuided  the 
army  and  men  of  warre  in  two  partes,  eytlier  of  them  defendinge 
(with  great  hardinesse)  the  landes  which  they  had  conquered  :  and 
to  make  themselues  more  dreadfull  (sutch  was  the  crcdite  and  va- 
nity of  men  that  time)  ihey  fayned  to  be  the  daughters  of  Mars. 
Afterward  these  miraculous  women  liuing  after  this  maner  in  peace 
and  iustice,  considered  that  by  succession  of  time,  for  want  of 
daughters  that  might  succeede,  warrcs,  and  time,  would  extinguish 
their  race.  For  thys  cause  they  treated  inaryage  with  their  neygh- 
bors  named  Gargnriaus  (as  Plinie  sayeth)  with  condition,  that 
vpon  certayne  tymes  of  the  yeare,  their  husbandes  should  assemble 
together  in  some  appoincted  place,  and  vsc  them  for  certaine 
dayes  vntyll  they  were  with  chylde,  whych  beinge  done  and 
knowen,  they  should  retnrne  home  aga)'ne  to  their  own  houses. 
If  they  brought  forth  daughters,  they  norished  and  trayned  them 
vp  in  armes,  and  other  manlik  exercises,  and  to  ride  great  horse: 
they  taught  them  to  run  at  base,  and  to  followe  the  chacc.  If  they 
were  deliuered  of  males,  ihey  sent  them  to  their  fathers,  and  if  by 
chaance  they  kept  any  backe,  they  murdred  them,  or  else  brake 
their  armes  and  legs  in  sutch  wise  as  they  had  no  power  to  beare 
weapons,  and  serued  for  nothynge  else  but  to  spin,  twist,  and  to 
doe  other  feminine  labour.  And  for  as  mutch  as  these  Amazones 
defended  themselues  so  valiantly  in  the  warres  with  bowe,  and  af- 
rowes,  and  perccyued  that  their  breastcs  did  very  mutch  impech 
the  vse  of  that  weapon,  and  other  exercises  of  armes,  they  seared 
vp  the  right  bre«ists  of  their  yonge  daughters,  for  which  cause 
they  were  named  Amazones,  which  signifieth  in  the  Greeke 
tongue,  wythout  brejists,  although  some  other  do  geeue  vnto  that 
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name  an  other  meaninge.     Afterwards,  increasinge  by  course  of 
time  ill  number  and  force,  they  made  greate  preparation  of  wea- 
pons and  other  engins  for  the  warrcs,  and  leauing  their  countrey 
(whicli  they   thought  was  very  small)  in  the  i;eepinge  of  some, 
whom  they  specially  trusted,  tlie  rest  marched  abroade,  conquer- 
inge  and  subduinge  all  those  which  they  found  rebellious.     And 
hauing  passed  the  riuer  of  Tanais,  they  entred    Europa,  where 
tbey  vanquished  many  countreys,  directing  their  way  towardes 
Thracia,  from   whence  they  returned   a  while  after,  with  great 
spoyle  and  victory,  and  comminge  agayne  into  Asia,  they  brought 
many    prouinces  vnder    their    subiection,   proceedinge  euen  to 
Mare  Caspium.    They  edified,  and  peopled  an  infinite  number  of 
good  citties,  amongs  which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  diuers, 
was  the  famous  citty  of  Ephesus,  the  same  beeinge  the  chiefe 
of  al  their  empire,  and  the  principal  place  that  stoode  vpon  Ther- 
modon.     They  defended  themselues  in  warrcs  with  certayne  ter- 
gats,  made  in  fashion  of  a  halfe  moone,  and  entring  into  bat- 
taile  vsed  a  certaine  kinde  of  flutes  to  geue  the  people  corage  to 
fight,  as  the  Lacedemonians  were  wont  to  do.     In  this  wise  in- 
creased more  and  more  the  fame  of  those  women,  and  so  continued 
vnlill  the  tyme  that  Hercules,  Theseus,  and  many  other  valiaunt 
men  liued  in  Graecia.     The  sayd  Hercules,  kinge  Euristeus  of 
Athenes  commaunded,  to  proceede  with  great  force  of  people 
against  the  Amazones,  and  that  hee  should  bringe  vnto  him  the 
armures  of  the  two  queenes,  which  then  were  two  sisters,  that  is 
to  say  Antiopa  and  Orilia.     At  this  commaundement  Hercules 
incoraged  with  desire  of  honor  and  glory,  accompanied  with  The- 
seus, and  other  his  frends,  sayled  alongst  Pontus,  and  arriued  in 
most  conuenient  place  vpon  the  shoare  of  Thermodon,  where  he 
landed  in  sutch  secret  manner  and  with  sutch  oportunity  of  tyme, 
as  Oritia,  one  of  the  two  queenes  was  gone  out  of  the  countrey 
with  the  greatest  part  of  her  women,  to  make  warre,  and  con- 
quer  new    countreyes,   in   so    mutch    that    he   found   Antiopa, 
which  doubted  nothinge,  ne  yet  knewe  of  his  comminge.     Vppon 
which  occasion,  Hercules  and  his  people  surprisinge  the  Amazones 
vnwares,  and  although  they  entred  into  fielde  and  did  put  them- 
selues in  defence  with  sutch  diligence  as  tliey  could,  yet  they 
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were  onercome,  and  put  theym  to  flight,  and  many  of  them  slayne 
and  the  rest  taken :  amongst  whom  were  the  two  sisters  of  the 
queene,  the  one  named  Menrdipe  whych  was  Hercules  prysoiicr 
and  the  other  Hipolita,  the  prysoner  of  Theseus.  Ccrtayne  histori- 
ans do  say  that  they  were  subdued  in  a  pitched  field,  and  appoynted 
battle.  And  that  afterwards  the  two  sisters  were  vanquished  in  sin- 
guier  combat.  The  queene  Antiopa  then  seeingc  this  ouerthrow,and 
the  takinge  of  her  sisters,  came  to  composition  with  Hercules,  to 
whom  shee  gaue  her  armure  to  cary  to  Curisteus,  vpon  charge  that 
he  shoulde  render  vnto  her,  her  sister  Menalipe.  But  Theseus  for 
no  offer  that  siie  coulde  make,  woulde  deliuer  Hipolita,  with  whout 
he  was  so  farre  in  loue,  that  he  caried  her  home  with  him,  and 
afterward  toke  her  to  wyfe,  of  whom  hee  had  a  sonne  called  Hi- 
politus.  Hercules  satisefied  of  his  purpose,  returned  very  ioyful 
of  his  victory.  Oritia  certified  of  these  news,  beinge  then  out  of 
her  countrey,  conceyued  no  lesse  shame  than  sorrow,  who  fearing 
greater  damage,  returned  speedily  with  her  women,  the  greater 
part  whereof  beinge  of  her  opinion,  perswaded  Antiopa  to  be  re- 
ucnged  vpon  the  Grekes.  For  which  purpose  they  made  grtat 
preparation  of  warre.  Afterwards  leuyinge  so  great  a  number  of 
the  Amazones  as  they  could,  they  sent  to  Sigilus  king  of  Scythia 
for  succour:  who  sent  them  his  sonne  Pisagoras,  with  a  great 
number  of  horsemen,  by  whose  heipe  the  Amazones  passinge  into 
Europa,  and  countrey  about  Athenes,  they  greatly  annoyed  their 
ennemy:  but  Pisagoras  entred  in  quarel  agaynst  the  queene  and 
her  women,  by  meanes  whereof,  the  Scythians  could  not  fight,  but 
withdrew  themselues  aside,  whereby  the  Amazones  (not  able  to 
support  the  force  of  the  Greekes,)  were  ouercomc,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  them  cut  in  peeces.  Those  which  did  escape,  ran  to  the 
Scythians  campe,  of  whom  they  were  defended  :  afterward  being 
returned  into  their  countrey,  they  liued  in  lesse  force,  and  surety 
than  before.  In  processe  of  lime  the  Greekes  passed  into  Asia, 
and  made  a  famous  conquest  of  the  citey  of  Troy,  when  Peuthe- 
silea  was  queene  of  the  Amazones,  who  remembringe  the  iniu- 
ries  receyued  by  tlie  Greekes,  went  with  a  great  army  to  helpeihe 
Troians  :  where  the  queene  did  thinges  worthy  of  rcmembraunce, 
but  the  Troiancs  vanquished  in  many  skirmishes,  al  the  Amazones 
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WtmttttM  iiajTBC  Aad  Pcnlliesilea  ainonges  other,  was  kiUed 
Iff  Ar  hmd  ufAebiUet.  Wherefore  those  that  remained,  returned 
Mto  didr  cvwtrtj  ■ritii  to  litie  [tower  (in  respect  of  that  thej 
ka4kt£me)m  vilfa  great  difficulty  they  susteyoed,  and  defended 
ikcir  *Ai  puMCSMOM,  and  u>  coniiaued  till  the  time  thai  Aiexaader 
Ac  fMM  treat  ioto  Asia,  to  make  warre  against  the  Hircaiiians. 
Ut  ivliidb  line  one  of  ilieir  qucenes  named  Thalestris  accompanied 
widi  •  greU  number  of  the  Auiazones,  went  out  of  hit  countrey 
Wtlh  gmtdeMrc  lo  lec  and  know  Alexander.  And  approchinge 
Af  pl>M  where  he«  wa*,  iihec  sent  her  amhassadour  vuto  him  to 
lAw  eode  that  ahee  might  obuyne  safe  conduct  to  see  him,  mak- 
ing'' liiin  to  vndcrftnud  how  niuti-h  the  renoume  of  his  personage 
hwl  Mithuiird  hir  heart  to  tec  him.  ^^  hereof  Alexander  beeinge 
UiMe,  graunlcd  hir  hys  safe  conduct.  My  nieanes  whereof,  after 
tite  hud  I'hutcn  out  norne  of  hir  |>rincipall  women,  leauinge  the 
ri'«t  in  «  c«-rlnynr  place  in  very  good  order,  she  went  towardes 
A|t-it«nd<-r,  of  whom  the  was  curteously  entertayned,  and  then  with 
vi'fy  ^ood  I'ouniennnnce,  shec  offerod  \nto  him  tlie  effect  of  al  her 
whiliiy.  U  lio  prnycd  hir  to  tell  him,  if  he  were  able  to  do  her 
plfuture,  and  prouiiitcd  that  hir  request  should  be  accomplished. 
Hhe  ftutiHWcrrd  (luit  hir  coinminge  was  not  to  dcmaund  cither 
liindi'M  or  douiuiiunti,  (whereof  she  had  sufficient')  but  ratlier  to 
knowe  and  Ito  nrquaintril  with  suteh  a  famous  prince  as  hee  was, 
id  wiuiui  ulif  had  heiird  maniellous  and  straunge  report.  But  the 
rhicfciit  t'liuki'  of  hir  comminge  was,  to  pray  biin  of  carnal  copu- 
ImiIoii,  thai  (he  niiglil  he  cunreiued  with  dtilde,  and  haue  an  beire 
hegiitlni  of  mi  f-xci'lleni  a  prince,  teiling  him  titat  she  was  come 
of  hohli'  knule,  anil  of  high  |>Arrntagc,  and  that  be  ought  not  to 
iliNilMlnit  hir  VIII-,  I'roMiixiugf  hym  tltat  if  it  pleased  the  gods, 
ihai  (hr  ■hotdd  haue  h  daughter,  she  would  nourish  it  ber  sdfe. 
Olid  UMiki<  II  lur  viiuiiTMill  heirr,  and  if  it  weir  a  sooite,  she  would 
»enil  It  viu»  him.  .Vlexaiider  .tsketl  her  if  sbee  wouide  go  with 
hym  to  the  wurrt*.  which  if  «lie  would.  be«  promised  hir  his  com- 
pany. Hut  the  excu«inge  hir  selfe.  aunswcrtd  that  she  could  not 
goo  Miih  byin  without  great  shaue,  be^udcs  ibe  hamdioge  the 
lo«*e  of  hcf  kiagdomr.  WhcrefoiT  she  P'a^'ed  him  agayne  to 
Mtiafie  hir  request.    FIsallT  she  Iqu  company  vith  AlezMder  bj 
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tbe  space  of  xni  dayes  in  puhlike  and  secret  sort,  which  beinge 
expired,  she  tooke  hir  leaue,  and  returned  home  to  hir  prouince. 
But  as  it  is  the  property  of  tyine  to  consume  all  thinges :  euen  so 
the  kingdome  and  power  of  tiie  Amazones  grew  to  vtter  decay,  no 
one  sutch  nation  at  this  day  to  be  found.  For  what  monstruous 
sexe  was  this  that  durst  not  onely  by  many  armies  encountre  with 
puissant  nations,  but  also  by  single  com  bate,  to  fight  with  that 
terrible  personage  Hercules,  whose  rnspeakable  and  incredible 
labours  and  victories,  are  by  antiquity  reported  to  be  suich,  as  none 
bat  he,  durst  ener  aduenture  the  like.  What  nation  eucr  com- 
parable to  the  Greekes,  or  the  Athenian  citty  ?  and  yet  these  man- 
kinde  women  for  reuenge  shronke  not  to  peerce  their  prouince. 
What  like  besieged  towne  as  that  of  Troy  was  ?  and  yet  Penthe- 
silea  one  of  their  queenes  with  hir  mayny,  indeuoured  torayse  the 
Greekes,  that  so  many  yeares  had  lien  before  the  same.  What 
qneene  (nay  what  stalant)  durst  sue  for  company  of  meanest  man  f 
and  yet  one  of  these  presumed  to  begge  the  matche  of  the  migh- 
tiest monarch  that  euer  ruled  the  world.  The  maners  and  qualities 
of  which  nation,  bycause  they  were  women  of  no  common  spirite 
and  boldnesse,  bee  thought  good  in  the  front  of  this  second  vo- 
lume to  be  described  :  bycmise  of  dyuers  womeas  Jiues  plentiful! 
variety  is  offered  in  the  sequele.  And  for  that  some  mention 
hath  bin  made  of  the  great  Alexander  :  and  in  what  wise 
from  vertue  hee  fell  to  vice,  the  seconde  nouell  ensu- 
inge  shall  geue  further  aduer- 
tisement. 
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THE  SECOND  NOUELL. 


Tht  great  pitie  and  contine/tcie  of  Alexander  the  great  and  his  louinge 
entertat/nment  of  Sisigambis  the  wiffe  of  the  great  monarch  Darivs 
after  he  was  vanquished. 

Great  monarches  and  princes  be  the  gods,  and  onlj-  rulers  vpon 
earth,  and  as  they  be  placed  by  God's  only  prouydcnce  and  dispo- 
sition, to  conquere  and  rule  the  same,  euen  so  in   victorious  bat- 
tayles  and  honorable  exploytes,  they  ought  to  rule  and  order  their 
conqiiestes  like  gods  :  that  is  to  saye,  to  vse  moderate  behauiour 
to  their  captiues  and  slaues,  specially  to  the  weaker  sort  and  I'emN 
nine  kynde,  whom  like  tyrannies  and  biu-barous,  they  ought  not  to 
corrupt  ami  abuse,  but  like  Christiansand  vcrluous  victors,  to  che- 
rish and  preserue  their  honour.     For  what  can  bee  safe  to  a  woman 
(sayde  Lucrece,  when  she  was  rauished  by  the  llomayne  Tarquine) 
her  chastity  beiiige  defiled  ?  Or  what  can  be  sate  to  a  man,  that 
geueth  himselfe  to  incontinency  i  For  when  he  hath  despoyled  the 
virgin,  robbed  the  wyfe,  or  abused  the  wydow  of  their  honor  and 
good  name,  they  protrude  themselucs  into  many  irtyseries,  they  bee 
impudent,  vnshamefastc,  aduenturous,  and  carelesse  howe  many 
myschiefes  they  doe.     And  when  a  prince  or  gouerner  doth  geue 
himselfe  to   licentious  life,  what  mischieues,  what  rapes,   what 
murders  doth  hec  commit  ?  No  frende,  no  foe,  no  subiect,  no  ene- 
my doth  he  spare  or  defende.     Contrarywise,   the  mcrcifull  and 
continent  captayne,  by  subduinge  hys  aflfections  recouereth  im- 
mortal! fame,  which  this  history  of  kinge  Alexander  full  well  de- 
clarelh.    And  because  before  we  spake  of  that  great  conquerour  in 
the  nouell  of  the  Amazones,  and  of  the  repayre  of  queene  Tha- 
leslris  for  vse  of  his  body,  at  what  tyme  (as  Curtius  sayth)  he  fell 
from  vcrlue  to  vice:  wee  purpose  in  ihys,  to  declare  the  great  con- 
tynencie  and  mercy  that  hce  vsed  to  Sisigambis,  the  wyfe  of  the 
Persian  prince  Darius,  and  briefly  to  touch  the  time  of  his  abused 
life,  which  in  thismaner  doth  begin.     Alexander  the  great  hauing 
vanquished  Darius  and  his  infinite  army,  and  retiringe  wyth  hvs 
hoast  from  the  pursute  and  slanghter  of  the  Persians,  entred  into 
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tlieir  catnpe  to  recreate  himselfe.  And  bcinge  with  liis  familien 
in  the  raids  of  his  banket,  they  sodaynly  heard  a  pitifull  cry, 
with  straung  howHnge  and  cryinge  out,  whicli  did  very  mutch 
aston  them.  The  wyfeand  mother  of  Darius,  with  the  other  noble 
women  newly  taken  prisoners,  were  the  occasion  of  that  present 
noyse,  by  lamentioge  of  Darius,  whom  they  beleeued  to  be  slayiie, 
and  which  opinion  they  concerned  through  one  of  the  eunuches, 
which  standinge  before  their  tent  doore,  saw  a  souldier  beare  a 
peece  of  Darius  diademe.  For  which  cause  Alexander,  pityinge 
their  misery,  sent  a  noble  man  called  Leonatus  to  signifie  vnto 
them  that  they  were  deceyued,  for  that  Darius  was  lining.  Re- 
payring  towards  the  tent  where  the  women  were  with  certayne 
armed  men,  he  sent  word  before,  that  he  was  comminge  to  them 
witlj  message  from  the  kinge.  But  when  sutch  as  stoode  at  the 
tent  doore  saw  armed  men,  they  thought  they  had  bene  sent  to 
murder  the  ladies :  for  which  cause  they  ran  in  to  them,  cryinge 
that  their  last  houre  was  come,  for  the  souldiers  were  at  hande  to 
kill  them.  When  Leonatus  was  entred  the  pauilion,  the  mother 
and  wyfe  of  Darius  fell  downe  at  hys  feete,  intreatinge  him  that 
before  they  were  slayne,  he  would  suffer  them  to  bury  Darius,  ac- 
cordinge  to  the  order  and  maner  of  his  counlrey,  after  the  perfor- 
mance of  which  obsequies,  they  were  content(theysayd)  willingly 
to  suffer  death.  Leonatus  assured  them,  that  both  Darius  was 
aliue,  and  that  there  was  no  harme  ment  towardes  them,  but  should 
remayne  in  the  same  state  they  were  in  before.  When  Sisigam- 
bis  heard  those  wordes,  she  suffered  her  selfe  to  bee  lifted  vp  from 
the  grounde,  and  to  receyue  some  comfort.  The  next  day,  Alex- 
ander with  great  diligence  buried  the  bodies  of  sutch  of  his  owne 
men  as  could  be  founde,  and  willed  the  same  to  be  done  to  the 
noble  men  of  the  Persians  geuinge  licence  to  Darius  mother  to  bury 
aomany  as  she  liste,  after  the  custome  of  her  countrey.  She  per- 
formed the  same  to  a  fewe  that  were  next  of  her  kin,  accordinge 
to  the  hability  of  their  presente  fortune,  for  if  shee  should  haue 
Tsed  the  Persians  pompc  therein,  the  Macedonians  might  haue 
enuied  it,  whych  beinge  victors,  vsed  no  great  curiosity  in  the 
matter.  When  the  due  was  performed  to  the  dead,  Alexander 
signified  to  the  women  prisoners,  that  bee  bimselfe  would  come  to 
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viot&eB,  and  caasinge  satch  as  came  with  him  to  tarr  withoDt, 
beoadr  with  Epbotioa  entied  io  amongs  them.  The  same  Ephe- 
Mmb  of  all  aea  ma  best  beloued  of  Alexander,  brought  vp  io  bis 
camfamf  tmm  his  jooth,  and  most  priuy  with  him  in  all  thioges. 
There  was  aone  that  bad  satch  liberty  to  speke  his  myode  playnly 
tt>  ike  kiBge  aa  bee  bad,  wfaych  hee  vsed  after  sutch  sorte,  tliat  he 
•eoMd  to  doe  it  by  no  antbority,  but  by  sufTeraunce.  And  as  he 
was  of  bke  yeres  voto  him,  so  in  shape  and  personage  he  did  som- 
what  cxodi  him.  Wherefore  the  women  thinkinge  Ephestioo  to 
be  the  kinge,  did  fall  downe  and  worship  him  (as  their  countrey 
■HBcrwas  to  do  to  kioges)  till  sutch  time  as  one  of  the  eunoches 
itmt,  was  taken  prisoner,  shewed  which  of  them  was  Alexander. 
Tliea  Sbigambu  fell  downe  at  his  feete,  requiringe  pardon  of  her 
ignofaoce,  forsomotch  as  she  did  neuersee  him  before.  The  kioge 
tooke  her  rp  by  the  hande,  and  sayd :  "  Mother  you  be  not  deceiued : 
for  this  is  Alexander  also."  Then  he  behaued  himselfe  after  sutch 
a  oiaoer,  that  bee  exceeded  in  continency  and  compassion,  all  the 
kJB^is  that  had  bin  before  his  time.  He  entertayned  the  two 
qae<iM.s  with  tliose  virgins  that  were  of  excellent  beauty,  so  reue- 
reotiy,  as  if  they  bad  bin  his  sisters.  He  not  onely  absteyned  from 
al  TiolatioD  of  Darius  wyfe,  which  in  beauty  excelled  all  the  ifo. 
men  ofbir  time,  but  also  tooke  great  care  and  diligence,  that  none 
other  should  procure  her  any  dishonour.  And  to  all  the  women 
be  ooounaundcd  their  ornaments,  and  apparell  to  be  restored  :  so 
that  they  wanted  nothinge  of  the  magnificence  of  their  former  es- 
tate, saoinge  only  the  assured  trust  that  creatures  want  in  misery: 
which  thingcs  considered  by  Sisigambis,  she  sayd  vnto  the  kinge: 
"  Sir,  your  goodnes  towards  vs,  doth  deseruc  that  we  should  make 
the  same  prayer  for  you,  that  whilome  we  did  for  Darius  :  and  we 
pcnoeioeyoo  worthy  to  passe  so  great  a  king  as  he  was,  in  felicity 
and  good  fortune,  that  abound  so  in  iustice  and  clemency.  It 
pleasctb  yoo  to  terme  me  by  tlie  name  mother  and  queene :  but  I 
confesse  my  selfe  to  bee  your  handmayde.  For  both  I  conceiue 
the  greatneMte  of  my  state  past,  and  feele  that  I  can  beare  this 
present  seruitude.  It  lieth  only  in  your  hands  how  we  shal  be 
delt  withall,  and  whetlieryou  will  make  vs  notable  to  the  worlde 
through  your  clemency  or  cruelty."    The  king  comforted  them  al 
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that  he  might, and  willinge  tbem  to  be  of  good  cheere  tooke  Darius 
Sonne  in  his  armes.  Thereat  the  cliilde  was  nothing  afraid,  hauing 
neuer  seene  him  before,  but  toke  and  imbraced  liim  about  the 
necke.  He  was  so  moued  with  the  constancy  of  the  childe,  as  he 
beheld  Ephestion,  and  sayde,  "  Ob,  1  would  that  Darius  had  had 
some  part  of  this  childe'sgentlenesse."  Which  mercy,  continency, 
humility  and  constancy  of  minde  in  Alexander,  if  hee  had  still  kept 
to  his  latter  daies,  might  haue  bin  accoumpted  mutch  more  fortu- 
nate than  he  was,  when  bauinge  subdued  all  Asia  from  Hellespont 
to  the  ocean  sea,  he  did  counterfayte  the  triumphes  of  Bacchus. 
Or  if  amonges  the  residue  of  his  conquests,  hee  would  haue  tra- 
uayled  to  ouercome  his  pride  and  wrath,  beinge  vices  inuincible. 
Or  in  his  dronkennes  abstayned  from  the  slaughter  of  his  nobility, 
and  not  to  haue  put  to  death  those  excellent  men  of  warre  with- 
out iudgement,  which  helped  him  to  conquer  so  many  nations : 
but  at  this  time  the  greatnes  of  his  fortune  had  not  yet  altered  his 
nature,  although  afterwards  he  could  not  beare  his  victories  with 
that  vertue,  wherewith  he  wan  them :  for  when  he  gaue  himself  to 
feasting  and  banquettinge,  he  vsed  the  company  of  harlots: 
amonges  whom  there  was  one  Thais,  who  vpon  a  day  in  hir  dron- 
kennesse,  affirmed  to  Alexander,  that  he  should  wonderfully  wia 
the  fauour  of  the  Greeks,  if  hee  commaunded  the  palace  of  Perse- 
polis  to  be  set  on  fire.  The  destruction  whereof  (she  sayd)  they 
greatly  desired,  for  so  mutch  as  the  same  was  the  chiefe  seat  of  the 
kings  of  Persia,  which  in  times  past  had  destroyed  so  many  great 
citties.  When  the  dronken  harlot  had  giuen  her  sentence,  there 
were  other  present,  who  being  likcwiEe  dronken,  confirmed  hir 
wordes.  Alexander  then  that  had  in  him  more  inclination  of 
heat  than  of  pacience,  sayd :  "  Why  do  we  not  then  recouer  the 
fauour  of  the  Greekes  by  settinge  this  citty  on  fierf"  They  were 
all  chafed  with  drinkinge,  and  rose  immediatly  vpon  those  words 
to  burne  that  city  in  their  dronkennesse,  which  the  men  of  warre 
bad  spared  in  their  fury.  The  kinge  himselfe  first,  and  after  his 
guestes,  his  seruauntes  and  his  concubines,  set  fier  in  the  pallace, 
which  beinge  builded  for  the  most  partof  ceder  trees,  became  so- 
denly  in  a  flame.  When  the  army  that  was  encamped  neere  vnto 
the  city,  sawe  the  fire^  which  they  thought  had  beo  kindled  by 
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•ome  casualty,  they  came  runniage  to  quenche  the  same  againe. 
But  when  they  sawe  the  kynge  there  presente  increasynge  the  fyre, 
they  poured  downe  the  water  whycli  they  broughte,  and  helped 
lykewyse  the  matter  forwardes.  Thus  the  pallace  that  was  the 
heade  of  the  whole  Orient,  from  whence  so  many  nations  before 
had  fetched  their  lawes  to  liue  vnder,  the  seat  of  so  many  kynges, 
the  onely  terror  sometime  of  Greece,  the  same  that  had  bin  the 
sender  forth  of  9000  ships,  and  of  the  armes  that  ouerflowed  all 
Europa,  that  made  brydges  ouer  the  sea,  and  vndermined  moun- 
taynes  where  the  sea  hath  now  his  course,  was  consumed  and  had 
his  ende,  and  neuer  rose  againe  in  all  tiie  age  that  did  ensue :  for 
the  kynges  of  Maccdon  vsed  other  citties  which  be  now  in  the 
Persians  hands.  The  destruction  of  this  citty  was  sutch,  that  the 
foundation  thereof  at  thysday  could  not  be  found,  but  thatriuer  of 
Araxes  doth  shew  where  it  stoode,  wliich  was  distant  from  Perse- 
polis  xx.furIonges,as  the  inhabitants  rather  doe  beleue  than  know. 
The  Macedonians  were  ashamed  that  so  noble  a  citty  was  destroyed 
by  their  kingc  in  his  dronkennes:  yet  at  length  it  was  turned  into 
an  earnest  matter,  and  were  content  to  thincke  it  expedient  that  the 
citty  should  haue  ben  destroyed  after  that  maner.  But  it  is  cer- 
tayne,  that  when  Alexander  had  taken  his  rest,  and  was  become 
better  aduised,  hee  repented  him  of  his  doinge :  and  after  he  had 
kept  company  with  Tbaiestris  aforesayde,  which  was  queene  of  the 
Amazones,  hee  tourned  his  continency  and  moderation  (beinge  the 
roost  excellent  vertues  appearinge  in  any  kind  of  estate)  into 
pride  and  voluptuousnes,  not  esteeminge  his  countrey  custoraes, 
nor  theholsome  temperance  that  was  in  the  vsages,  and  discipline 
of  kynges  of  Macedon.  For  he  iudged  their  ciuill  vsage  and 
maner,  to  be  ouer  base  for  bis  greatnesse,  but  did  counterfaite  the 
height  and  pompe  of  the  kings  of  Persia,  representinge  the  great- 
nesse of  the  gods.  Hee  was  content  to  sulTre  men  there  to  fall 
downe  flat  vppon  the  ground  and  worship  him,  and  accustomed 
the  victors  of  so  many  nacions,  by  litle  and  litle  to  seruile  offices, 
couetinge  to  make  them  like  vnto  his  captiues.  He  ware  vpoa 
his  head  a  diademe  of  purple  interpaled  with  white,  like  as  Darius 
was  accustomed:  and  fashioned  his  aparell  after  the  maner  of 
the  Persians,  without  scrupulosity  of  any  euil  token  that  is  signi- 
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fied,  for  the  victorer  to  change  his  habite  into  the  fashion  of  him 
whom  he  had  vanquished:  and  although  he  vaunted,  that  he  ware 
the  spoyles  of  his  enemies,  yet  with  those  spoiles  lie  pui  vpon  iiim 
their  euU  maners,  and  the  insolency  of  the  mynde  followed  the 
pride  of  the  apparell.  Besides  he  scaled  sutch  letters  as  he  sent 
into  Europa,  with  his  accustomed  scale,  but  all  the  letters  he  sent 
abroade  into  Asia,  were  sealed  with  Darius  ringe.  So  it  appeared 
that  one  minde  could  not  beare  the  greatnesse  that  appertayned 
to  two.  He  apparelled  also  his  frends,  his  captayns,  and  his 
horsemen  in  Persian  apparell,  whereat  though  they  grudged  in 
their  mindes,  yet  they  durst  not  refuse  it,  for  feare  of  his  dis- 
pleasure. His  courte  was  replenished  with  concubins,  for  he 
itill  matnteined  three  hundred,  and  threescore  that  belonged  to 
Darius,  and  amooge  them  were  flocks  of  eunuches  accustomed  to 
performe  the  vse  of  women.  The  olde  souldiours  of  Philip  natu- 
rally abborringe  sutch  thinges,  manyfestly  withstoode  to  be 
infected  with  sutch  vol uptuousnes,  and  strange  customes :  wher&- 
vpon  there  rose  a  general  lalke  and  opinion  throughout  the 
campe,  that  they  bad  lost  more  by  the  victory,  than  they  won  by 
tlie  wars.  For  when  they  sawe  themselues  ouercome  in  sutch 
excesse,  and  forayne  customes  so  to  preuayle,  they  iudged  it  a 
simple  guerdon  of  their  longe  beeinge  abroade,  to  returne  home  in 
prisoners  maner.  They  began  to  be  ashamed  of  their  kinge,  that 
was  more  like  to  sutch  as  were  subdued,  than  to  them  that 
were  victorious :  and  that  of  a  kinge  of  Macedon,  was  become  a 
prince  of  Persia,  and  one  of  Darius  courtiers.  Thus  this  noble 
prince  from  continency  and  mercy  fell  into  all  kynde  of  dis- 
order, the  originall  whereof,  hee  tooke  by  delite  in 
women,  which  beinge  vsed  in  sort  lawful!,  be  great 
comfortes  and  delightes,  otherwise,  the  very 
springe  of  al  cruelty  mid  mischife. 
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THE  THIRD  NOUELL. 


Timoclia,  a  gentlewoman  of  Thebes,  vnderstandinge  the  cottetous 
desire  of  u  Thracian  knight,  that  had  abused  hir,  and  promised  her 
viariage,  rather  for  her  goods  than  hue,  well  acquited  hir  selfe 
from  his  falshoode. 

QviNTUS  CuETitJS,  that  notable  historiographer,  remembringe  the 
stout  fJact  of  thys  Thebane  gentlewoman,  amonges  other  the 
gestes  and  facts  of  Alexander  the  great,  I  haue  deemed  not  alto- 
geather  vnfit  for  this  place,  to  reueale  the  fine  and  notable  poUicy 
deuised  by  her,  to  rid  hir  selfe  from  a  couetous  caitife  of  the  Thra- 
cian kinde,  who  for  lucre  rather  than  loue,  for  gayne  tlian  grati- 
tude, promysed  golden  hylles  to  thys  dystressed  poore  gentle- 
woman. But  shee  in  the  ende  payinge  hym  hys  well  desenied 
hyre,  was  liked  and  praysed  of  Alexander  for  hiraduenturous  facte, 
beinge  not  one  of  the  least  vertues  thai  sliined  in  him,  before  hee 
grewe  to  excessyue  abuse:  but  bycause  Plutarch  in  hys  treatyse 
De  tlaris  mulieribus,  more  at  large  recounteth  this  hystory,  I  haue 
thought  good  almost  {verbatim)  to  follow  him.  Theagenes  a  gen- 
tleman of  Thebes,  ioyninge  himselfe  wyth  Epaminondas,  and  Pe- 
lopidas,  and  with  other  noble  men,  for  preseruation  of  their  coun- 
trcy  of  Greece,  was  slayne  in  the  chaceof  his  enemyes,  as  he  pur- 
sued one  of  the  chyefe  of  hys  aduersaries,  the  same  cryinge  oute 
vnto  him  :  "  Whether  doest  thou  pursue  vs,  Theagenes?"  "  Euen 
to  Macedonia  :"aunswered  hee.  Thys  gentleman  thus  slayne  had 
a  sister,  whose  vertue  and  neeienesse  of  kin  by  noble  deedes,  she 
well  witnessed,  although  she  was  not  well  able  to  manifest  her 
vertue,  for  the  aduersity  of  the  tyme,  but  by  pacient  sufferance  of 
the  common  calamityes.  For  after  Alexander  had  won  the  citty 
of  Thebes,  the  souldiours  greedy  of  spoyle  runningevp  and  downe 
the  citty,  euery  of  them  ciiauncinge  vppon  sutch  booty  as  fortune 
offred  them,  it  hapned  that  a  captayne  of  the  Thracian  borsmen, 
a  barbarous,  and  wycked  wretch,  came  to  the  house  of  Timoclia, 
who  somewhat  neere  the  kynge  both  in  name,  and  kyn,  in 
manners,  and  conditions,  was  greatly  different  from  him :  hee 
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neythcr  regardynge  the  noble  house,  ne  yet  the  chastity  of  hir 
ibrepassed  life,  vpon  a  tyme  after  supper,  glutted  and  swilled  wyth 
abundance  of  wine,  caused  Timoclia  forcibly  to  be  haled  to  his 
drunken  couch  :  and  not  contented  with  the  forced  wronge,  as  they 
were  in  talke  together,  diligently  demaunded  of  her,  if  she  had  ia 
no  place  hidden  any  golde  or  siluer,  and  partly  by  threates,  and 
partely  by  promise  to  keepe  her  as  his  wyfe,  endeuoured  to  get 
that  he  desired :  but  shee  beinge  of  ready  wit,  takinge  that  offered 
occasion  of  hir  aduersary  :  "  I  would  to  God,"  (sayd  shee)  "  that  it 
had  beene  my  lucke  to  haue  died  before  thys  night,  rather  then  to 
liue:  for  hitiierto  haue  I  kept  my  body  pure  and  vntouched  from 
all  despite,  and  villany,  vntill  vnlucky  fate  forced  mee  to  yelde  to 
tby  disordinate  lust:  but  sith  my  hap  is  sutch,  why  should  I  con- 
ceale  those  thyngs  that  bee  thyne  owne,  thou  beinge  minconely 
tutor,  lord  and  husband  (as  thou  sayst)  when  the  gods  shal  please 
to  bringe  the  same  to  passe :  for  by  thy  will  and  pleasure  must  I 
vnhappy  Thebane  wench  be  ruled  and  gouerned.  Ech  vanquished 
wight  must  subdue  their  wyl  and  minde  to  their  lord  and  victor: 
I  beinge  thy  slaue  and  prisoner,  must  needes  by  humble  meanes 
yelde  vp  my  selfe  to  the  vnsaciate  best  of  thy  puissant  heart: 
what  shall  let  me  to  disclose  the  pray  that  thou  desirest,  that  we 
both,  if  thy  minde  be  sutch,  may  rather  ioye  the  same,  than  the 
■oyly  filth  of  stinkingc  earth,  should  deuoure  sutch  spoyle,  which 
for  feare,  and  hope  of  future  fortune,  I  buried  in  the  bowels  of 
the  same.  Then  marke  my  words,  beare  them  well  in  mynde,  sith 
lot  hath  wrought  me  this  mishap.  I  hauinge  plenty  of  coyned 
liluer,  and  of  fyned  gold  no  little  store  besydes  sutch  iewels  as 
belonge  to  the  seltinge  forth  of  the  grace  of  woman's  beauty,  of 
valnre  and  price  inestimable:  when  I  saw  this  citty  brought  to 
sutch  distresseas  vnpossibleto  be  saued  from  takinge,  all  the  same 
I  threw  away,  or  more  truely  to  say,  I  whelmed  altogether  in  a 
drye  ditch  voyde  of  water,  which  my  fact  fewe  or  none  did  knowe. 
Tlie  pit  is  couered  with  a  little  couer  aboue,  and  thickly  round 
about  beset  with  bushes  and  ihornes.  Those  goods  will  make  thee 
a  welthy  personage,  none  in  all  the  campe  to  be  compared  to  thee, 
the  riches  and  value  whereof,  wyl  witnes  our  former  fortune,  and 
the  state  of  our  gorgeuus,  and  stately  house:  all  tliose  doe  I  be* 
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queath  to  thee,  as  on  whom  I  thiiike  them  well  bestowed."  This 
greedy  lecher,  laughinge  to  him  selfe  for  this  sodaine  pray,  and 
thinking  that  his  lad}'  fast  holden  within  hiii  barbarous  armcs  had 
tolde  him  truth,  routed  in  his  filthy  couch  till  the  day  had  dis- 
couered  the  morning  light,  then  gapiuge  for  his  hoped  gaine,  he 
rose  and  praj'cd  her  to  tell  the  place,  that  ht-  might  recouer  the 
same.  She  then  brought  him  into  her  garden,  the  doore  whereof 
she  commaunded  to  be  shut,  that  none  might  enter.  He  in  his 
hose  and  doublet,  went  downe  to  the  bottome  of  the  pit:  when 
Timoclia  perceiued  him  downe,  she  beckned  for  certaine  of  her 
maids,  and  rolled  downe  diuers  great  stones  with  her  own  hands, 
which  of  purpose  she  had  caused  to  be  placed  there,  and  com- 
maunded hir  maides  to  tumble  downe  the  like.  By  which  raeanes 
she  killed  that  lecherous  and  couetous  vilayne,  that  rather  carked 
to  satisfie  his  desire,  than  coueted  to  obserue  hys  promisd  faith. 
Wliicli  afterwardes  beinge  knowen  to  the  Macedonians,  they 
haled  his  body  out  of  the  pit :  for  Alexander  had  made  proclama- 
tion, that  none  should  dare  to  kill  any  Thebane,  and  therefore  ap- 
prehendinge  Timoclia,  they  brought  her  to  the  kinge,  accusinge 
her  for  doinge  that  murder :  who  by  her  countenaunce,  and  stature 
of  bod}',  and  by  her  behauiour  and  grauity  of  maners,  beheld  in 
her  the  very  image  of  gentle  kinde.  And  first  of  al,  he  asked  her 
what  she  was:  to  whom  boldly  with  constant  cheere,  she  stoutely 
answered  :  "  Theagenes  was  my  brother  (said  she)  who  beinge  a 
valiaunt  captaine,  and  fightinge  against  you  for  the  common  safe- 
gard  of  the  Greeks,  was  slaine  at  Chaeronea,  that  we  together 
might  not  sustaine,  and  proue  the  miseries,  wherewith  we  be  now 
oppressed :  but  I  rather  than  to  suffer  violence  vnworthy  of  our 
race  and  stocke,  am  in  your  maiestie's  presence  brought  ready  to 
refuse  no  death :  for  better  it  were  for  mee  to  dye,  than  feele 
sutch  another  night,  except  thou  commaunde  the  contrary." 
These  wordes  were  vttered  in  sutch  rufull  plight,  as  the  standers 
by  could  not  forbeare  to  weepe.  But  Alexander  sayinge,  that  bee 
not  onely  pitied  the  woman  endewed  with  so  noble  wit,  but  mutch 
more  wondred  at  her  vertue  and  wisedome,  commaunded  the 
princes  of  his  army,  to  foresee  no  wronge  or  violence  to  be  done 
to  the  gentlewoman.     He  gaue  order  also,  that  Timoclia  and  all 
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her  kin,  should  be  garded  and  defended  from  slaughter  or  other 
wronges.     What  say  yee  (good  ladies)  to  the  heart  of  this  gen- 
tlewoman that    durst  be  so  bolde  to   stone  this  caytife  wretch 
to  death,  and  for  wronge  done  to  her  bodie  til  that  tyme  vntouched, 
to  wronge  the  corps  of  him  that  sauoured  of  no  gentle  kinde  :  who 
rather  for  earthly  mucke,  than  for  loue  of  suche  a  pleasaunt  pri- 
Boner,  exchaunged  loue  for  gold  i  but  note  hereby  what  force  the 
puritie  of  mynde  vnwilling  of  beastlye  lust  doth  carye  in  it  selfe  : 
a  simple  woman  voyde  of  helpe,  not  backed  with  defence  of  hus- 
bande's  ayde,  doth  bring  a  mighty  captayne,  a  strong  and  lofty 
lubber  to  enter  into  a  caue,  and  when  shee  saw  her  best  aduaun- 
tage,  thacked  him  with  stones,  vntil  he  groaned  foorth  hii 
grieslye  ghost.     Such  is  the  might  and  prowesse  of  chas- 
tjtie :  no  charge  to  burdennous  or  weightye  for  suche 
a  vertue,  no  enterprise  too  harde  for  a  mynde 
so  pure  and  r.leane. 


»0L.   It. 


18 


ARIOBARZANBS. 


THE  FOURTH  NOUELL. 


Ariobarzanes  great  steward  to  Artaxerxes  king  of  Persia,  goeth 
about  to  exceede  his  soueraigne  lord  and  maister  in  curtesie :  where- 
in be  conteifned  mant/  notable  and  pleasuunt  chaunces,  besides  the 
great  patience  and  loyaltie  naturallj/  planted  in  the  sat/d  Ariobar- 
xanes. 

A  QUESTION  ismooued  manye  times  among  learned  men  and  gen- 
tlemen addicted  to  the  seruice  of  the  court,  whether  commendable 
dcede,  or  curteous  and  gentle  fact  done  by  the  gentleman  or  cour- 
tier towardes  his  soueraine  lord,  ought  Lo  be  called  liberalitic  and 
curtesie,  or  rather  band  and  dutie:  whicli  question  is  not  proponed 
with  out  greate  reason.  For  so  muclie  as  ech  man  doth  know, 
that  a  seruaunt  do  what  he  can  for  his  mayster,  or  lette  him  imploy 
tlie  vttermost  of  his  endeuour,  al  the  labor  and  trauayle  he  bestow- 
eth,  all  trouble  and  daunger  which  he  sustayneth,  is  to  little,  yea 
and  the  same  his  very  bounden  duty.  Ilaue  wee  not  red  of  many, 
and  knowne  the  lyke  that  to  gratifye  their  prince  and  mayster,  haue 
into  a  thousande  daungers  and  tike  number  of  deaths,  nduentured 
their  owne  propre  liues  f  Marcus  Antonius  that  notable  oratour 
beyng  accused  of  incest,  and  broughte  to  the  iudgement  seate,  bis 
accusers  required  that  his  seruaunte  should  be  called,  for  because 
he  bare  the  candel  before  his  maister,  when  bee  went  to  do  the 
deede,  who  seyng  his  mayster's  life  and  death  to  depend  vpon  his 
euidence,  vtterly  denyed  the  facte:  and  notwithlsanding  that  he 
was  whipped,  racked,  and  suffered  other  cruel  tormentes,  would 
rather  haue  loste  his  lyfe  than  accuse  and  betray  his  mayster.  I 
could  alleage  and  bring  forth  in  place,  the  example  of  Mycithus, 
the  seruaunt  of  one  Anaxilaus  Messenius,  the  fidelitye  of  the  ser- 
uauntes  of  Plotinus  Plancus,  the  faythful  mayden  called  Pythias, 
that  waited  vpon  Octauia,  the  chast  empresse  and  wife  of  that 
monster  Nero,  with  diuers  other:  but  that  I  tbinke  they  be  to  the 
learned  wel  knowen,  and  of  the  vnlearned  the  vertneof  seruauntes 
fidelitye  is  greatly  liked  and  commended  :  but  if  the  faythful  ser- 
uaunt know  that  his  desertes  do  gayuc  the  grace  and  fauoureof 
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his  mayster,  what  trauayles,  what  payns  ought  he  to  suffer  to  mayn- 
tayne  hia  reputation  and  to  cncrease  the  t'auour  obtayned  ?  for  as 
the  common  pronerbe  and  wise  saying  reporteth,  that  the  vertve  is 
no  lesse  to  conserue  frendship  gotten,  than  the    wisedome  was 
great  to  get  and  win  the  same.     Other  there  be  which  do  contra- 
rily  contend,  and  with  very  stronge  argumentes  do  force  to  proue 
that  a]  which  the  seruant  doth  besydes  his  duetye  and  beyond 
the  obligation,  wherein  he  is  bonnd  to  his  mayster,  is  and  ought 
to  be  termed,  liberality,  which  is  a  matter  to  proooke  his  patrone 
and  mayster  to  deuyse  new  benefytes  for  his  seruaunte :  and  that 
at  al  tymes  when  a  man  doth  his  duty  and  seruice  appoynted  by 
his  mayster,  executing   the  same  with  all  diligence  and  industry 
requisite  therunto,  that  then  he  deseruethto  be  rewarded.     Which 
is  not  to  be  discommended.     For  no  true  and  honest  seruant  will 
refuse  any  trauayle  for  commodity  of  his  mayster,  ne  yet  discrete 
and  wyse  mayster  wil  leauc  the  same   vnrewarded  according  to 
that  portion  of  ability  wherewith   he  is  possessed:  but  leauinge 
questions  and  disputacion  aside  procede  we  to   that  which  this 
aouel  purposeth.     I  say  then  that  there  was  in  the  kyngdome  of 
Persia,  a  kyng  called  Artaxerxes,  a  man  of  most  noble  mynde, 
and  of  great  prowesse  in  armes.     This  was  he  that  firste  beynge  a 
priuate  man  of  armes,  not  hauing  as  yet  obtayned  any  degree  in 
the  fielde,  kylled  Artabanus  the  last  kingcof  the  Arsacides,  whose 
souldiour  he  was,  and  recouered  the  Persian  kingdome,  which  was 
then  in  the  Macedonians  subiection  (by  the  death  of  Darius,  which 
was  vanqaished  by  Alexander  the  great)  the  space  of  d.xxxviii. 
yeares.     This   noble  gentleman  hauing  deliuered  all  Persia,  and 
created  king,  kept  a  princely  court,  wherin  were  many  magnificent 
factes  and  vertuous  deedes  exercised  and  done,  and  hee  himselfe 
mo&te  noble  in  all  affayres,  besydes  the  tytles  which  liee  worthelye 
wanoe  in  many  bloudy  battels,  was  estemed  throughout  the  east 
part  of  the  worlde,  to  be  the  most  liberal  and  magnanimous  prince 
that  in  any  age  euer  raigned :  in  feastes  and  bankets  he  was  an 
other  Lucullus,  royally  entertaining  strangers  that  repayred  to  his 
court.    This  king  had  a  senescall  or  steward,  named  Ariobarzanes, 
whose  office  was,  that  when  the  king  made  any  pompous  or  pub- 
like  feast,  to  mount  vpon  a  whyte  courser  with  a  mace  of  gold  in 
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his  hand,  and  to  ride  before  the  esquiers  and  sewers  for  the  king's 
own  mouth,  and  those  also  that  bare  the  king's  meat  in  vessel  of 
gold  couered  with  fine  napery,  wrought   and  purled  with  most 
beautiful  workemanship  of  silke  and  gold.    This  ofiice  of  senescall 
was  highly  estemed  and  commonly  wont  to  be  geuen  to  one  of  the 
chifest  barons  of  the  realm.     \Vlierfore  this  Ariobarzanes  besydes 
noble  linage  and  incomparable  ritches  was  the  most  curtious  and 
liberal    knight    that    frequented   the   court    whose    immoderate 
expence  was  such,  as  leauing  the  mean,  wherin  al  vertu  consisteth, 
by  reason  of  outrage  which  many  times  he  vsed  he  fel  into  the 
vice  of  prodigality,  wherby  he  semed  not  only  in  curtious  dedes  to 
compare  with  the  king,  but  also  contended  to  excel  him.     One  day 
the  king  for  his  recreation  called  for  the   chessebord,  requiring 
Ariobarzanes  to   kepe  him  company,  which  game   in  those  dais 
among  the  Persians  was  in  greate  vse,  in  such  wise  as  a  player  at 
the  chestes  was  no  les  commended  then  amonge  vs  in  these  dais 
an  excelent  oratour  or  famous  learned  man :  yea  and  the  verye 
same  game  in  common  vse  in  the  court,  and  noble  mens  houses  of 
oure  time,  no  doubt  very  commendable  and  meete  to  be  practised 
by  all  states  and  degrees.    The  king  and  Ariobarzanes  being  sette 
downe  at  a  table  in  the  greate  hall  of  the  pallace,  one  right  against 
another,  accompanied  with  a  great  number  of  noble  personages 
and  gentlemen  lookinge  vpon  them,  and  marking  their  playe  with 
great  silence,  they  began  to  counter  one  another  with  the  chesse- 
men.     Ariobarzanes,  whether  it  was  that  he  played  better  than  the 
king,  or  whether  the  kynge  tooke  no  heede  to  his  game,  or  what 
so  euer  the  occasion  was,  hee  coursed  the  king  to  such  a  narow 
straight,  as  he  could  not  auoid,  but  within  two  or  three  draughtes, 
he  must  be  forced   to  receiue  the  checkemate :  which  the  king 
perceiuing,  and  considering  the  daunger  of  the  mate,  by  and  by 
there  grew  a  greater  colour  in  his  face  than  was  wont  to  bee,  and 
imagininge  how  hee  mighte  auoyde  the  mate,  besides  his  blushing 
he  shakcd  his  head,  and  fetched  out  diuers  sighes,  whereby  the 
stHnders  by  that  marked  the  game,  perceiued  that  hee  was  dryuen 
to  his  shiftcs.     The  senescall  espyinge  the  kinge's  demeanour,  and 
seeing  the  honest  shamefastenesse  of  the  king,  would  not  suffer 
him  to  receiue  such  a  foyle,  but  made  a  draught  by  remouing  his 
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knighte  backe,  to  opeD  a  waye  for  the  king  to  passe,  as  not  onely 
hee  deliuered  him  from  the  dauDgerof  the  mate,  but  also  lost  one 
of  his  Tockes  for  lacke  of  taking  bede  :  whereupon  the  game  rested 
equall.  The  king  (who  knew  the  good  nature  and  noble  mynde 
of  his  seruaunt,  by  experience  of  the  same  in  other  causes)  fayning 
that  hee  had  ouerseene  the  takinge  of  hys  rocke,  gaue  ouer  the 
game,  and  tysing  vp,  sayd :  "  No  more  Ariobarzanes,  the  game 
is  yours,  and  I  confesse  my  selfe  ouercome."  The  king  thought 
that  i\riobarzanes  did  not  the  same  so  much  for  curtesie,  as  to 
bynde  his  soueraigne  lorde  and  king  by  benefit  to  recompence  his 
subiecte's  like  behauiour,  which  he  did  not  very  well  like,  and 
therfore  would  play  no  more.  Notwithstanding  the  king  neither 
by  signe  or  deede,  ne  yet  in  talke,  shewed  any  token  of  displesure 
for  that  curtesie  done.  How  be  it,  he  would  that  Ariobarzanes  in 
lemblable  act,  shoulde  abstayne  to  shewe  himselfe  curteous  or  libe- 
ral, except  it  were  to  his  inferiours  and  equalles,  because  it  is  not 
conuenient  for  aseruant  to  contend  withhismaisterin  thosequalityes. 
Not  long  after  the  kinge  beyng  at  Persepolis  (the  principal  citye 
of  Persia,)  ordayned  a  notable  day  of  hunting  of  diners  beastes  of 
that  countrey  breede :  and  when  all  thinges  were  in  a  readinesse 
he  witfi  the  most  part  of  his  court  repajTed  to  the  pastyme. 
When  they  were  come  into  the  place,  the  king  commaunded  a 
woodde  to  be  set  about  with  nettes  and  toiles,  and  appointed  eche 
man  where  he  should  stand  in  most  conuenient  place,  and  he  him- 
lelfe  attended  with  the  dogs  and  homes  to  cause  the  beastes  to 
iisoe  forth  onte  of  their  caues.  And  beholde,  they  raysed  a  wyld 
beast,  which  with  greate  swyftnesse  leapte  ouer  the  nettes  and 
ranne  awaye  with  greate  spede.  The  king  seyng  that  strange 
beast,  purposed  to  pursue  him  to  death  :  and  makinge  a  signe  to 
certayne  of  his  noble  men  which  hee  desired  to  keepe  him  compa- 
nye  bee  gaue  the  rayne  and  spurre  to  his  horse,  and  foUowinge  the 
cbace  Ariobarzanes  was  one  of  those  noble  men  which  pursued  the 
game.  It  chaunced  that  day  the  king  rode  vpon  a  horse,  that 
was  the  swiftest  runner  in  his  stable,  which  hee  estemed  better 
then  a  thousande  other,  as  wel  for  his  velocity,  as  for  his  readi- 
nesse in  factes  of  armes.  Thus  following  with  bridle  at  will,  the 
%ing  rather  then  running  beast,  they  wer  deuided  far  from  their 
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company,  and  by  reason  of  the  kinge's  spedines,  none  was  able  to 
followe  him  but  Ariobarzanes,  and  behind  him  one  of  his  seruants 
ypon  a  good  horse  which  alwaies  he  vsed  in  hunting  matters, 
which  horse  was  counted  the  bestc  in  all  the  court.  And  thus 
following  the  chace  with  galloping  spede  Ariobarzanes  at  length 
espyed  the  horse  of  his  soueraigne  lord  had  lost  his  shooes  before, 
and  that  the  stones  had  surbated  his  hoofes,  wherupon  the  kyng 
was  driuen  either  to  geue  ouer  the  chace  or  else  to  marre  his 
horse  :  and  neyther  of  these  two  necessities  but  would  haue  great- 
ly displeased  the  kinge,  that  perceiued  not  his  horse  to  be  vnshod. 
The  senescall  did  no  sooner  espye  the  same  but  sodainly  dis- 
mounted from  his  owne,  caused  his  man  to  deliuer  vnto  him  a 
hammer  and  nailes  (which  for  such  tike  chaunces  he  always  caricd 
aboute  him)  and  toke  of  two  shoes  from  the  horse  feele  of  his  good 
horse,  to  set  vpon  the  kynge's  not  caring  for  his  own  rather  then  the 
king  should  forgoe  his  pleasure :  wherfore  hallowing  the  kinge 
which  was  earnestly  bent  vppon  the  chace,  tolde  him  of  the 
daunger  wherein  his  horse  was  for  lacke  of  shoes.  The  kinge 
hearinge  that  lighted  from  his  horse,  and  seyng  two  shooes  in 
Ariobarzanes manne's  hand,  thinking  that  Ariobarzanes  had  brought 
them  with  him,  or  that  they  were  the  shoes  which  fell  from  bis 
owne,  taried  stil  vntil  his  horse  was  shod.  But  when  he  saw  the 
notable  horse  of  his  senescall  vnshod  before,  then  he  thought  that 
to  be  the  curtesie  of  Ariobarzanes,  and  so  did  let  the  matter  passe, 
studying  by  lyke  meanes  to  requite  him  with  curtesie,  which 
forced  himselfe  to  surmount  in  the  same  :  and  when  his  horse  was 
shod,  he  gaue  the  same  to  Ariobarzanes  in  rewarde.  And  so  the 
king  chose  rather  to  lose  his  pleasure  of  hunting,  then  to  suffer 
himselfe  by  his  man  to  be  excelled  in  curtesie,  wel  noting  the 
stoutnesse  of  Ariobarzanes  mynde  which  semed  to  haue  a  will  to 
contend  with  his  prince  in  factes  renoumed  and  liberal.  The 
senescall  thought  it  not  conuenient  to  refuse  the  gyft  of  his  liege 
lord,  but  accepted  the  same  with  like  good  will  as  before  he  shod 
bis  horse,  still  expectinge  occasion  how  he  might  surpas  his  master 
in  curtesie  and  so  to  bind  him  to  requite  the  same  againe.  They 
had  not  taried  there  long,  but  many  of  those  that  followed  did 
ouertake  them.    And  then  the  king  got  vp  vpon  a  spare  horse  and 
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returned  to  the  city  with  all  his  company.  Within  few  daies 
after  the  king  by  proclamation  sommoned  a  solemne  and  pompons 
iust  and  tryumph  at  the  tilt,  to  be  done  vpon  the  kalends  of  May 
next  ensuing.  The  reward  appointed  the  victor  and  best  doer  in 
the  same  was  a  couragious  and  goodly  curser  with  a  brydle  and 
byt  of  fine  gold  rj'chly  wrought,  a  saddle  correspondent  of  passing 
great  pryce,  the  furniture  and  trappers  for  the  brydle  and  saddle  of 
J^'ke  cost  and  workmanship,  the  rayns  wer  twoo  chaynes  of  golde 
very  artificially  made,  the  barbe  and  couerture  of  the  horse  of 
cloth  of  golde  fringed  round  about  with  like  gold,  ouer  which 
horse  was  placed  a  fine  sword  the  hiltesand  chape  wherof  together 
with  the  scabard  wer  curiously  beset  with  pearles  and  precious 
stones  of  inestimable  value.  On  the  other  syde  was  placed  a  very 
beautiful  and  strooge  mace,  verye  cunninglye  wrought  with 
damaskin.  The  horse  was  placed  in  forme  of  triumph,  and  besydes 
the  same  all  the  armours  and  weapons  meete  for  a  combatante 
knyghte,  riche  and  fayre  without  comparison-  The  placart  was 
marueylous  and  stronge,  the  launce  was  guilte  and  bygge,  as  none 
greatter  in  all  the  troupe  of  the  chalengers  and  defendauntes. 
And  all  those  furnitures  were  appoynted  to  be  geuen  to  him  that 
should  do  best  that  day.  A  greate  assemblye  of  straungcrs  re- 
payred  to  that  solemne  feast,  as  wel  to  doe  deedes  of  armes,  as  to 
looke  vpon  that  pompous  tryumph.  Of  the  kynge's  subiectes 
there  was  neither  knyghte  nor  baron,  but  in  rych  and  sumptuous 
apparell  appeared  that  day,  amonges  whom,  of  t-hiefost  fame  the 
kynge's  eldest  sonne  was  the  fyrst  that  gaue  his  name,  a  gentle- 
manne  very  valorous,  and  in  deedes  of  armes  of  passing  valour 
brought  vp  from  his  very  youth,  and  trayned  in  the  fielde  and 
other  warlyke  exercises.  The  senescall  also  caused  his  name  to  be 
inrolled :  the  like  didde  other  knyghtes  as  wel  Persians  as  other 
straungers  :  for  that  the  proclamation  was  general,  with  safecon- 
ducte  for  all  forrayners,  noble  men  or  other  that  should  make 
their  rcpayre.  The  king  had  elected  three  auncient  barons  to  be 
'  judges  and  arbitratours  of  their  deedes,  sutch  as  in  their  tyme  for 
their  owne  personages  had  bene  very  valiant,  and  in  many  enter- 
prises well  exercised,  men  of  great  discretion  and  iudgenient. 
Their  stage  was  placed  in  the  middes  of  the  listes,  to  viewe  and 
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marke  the  counterbuffes  and  blowes  of  the  combatants.  We  nede 
not  to  remember,  ne  ought  to  forget  the  number  of  ladies  and 
gentlewomen  assembled  out  of  al  partes  to  behold  and  view  this 
triumphe,  and  paraduenture  eche  knight  that  ran  that  day  was  not 
without  his  amorous  lady  to  note  and  behold  his  actiaity  and 
prowesse,  euery  of  them  wearing  his  ladie's  sleeue,  gloue,  or  other 
token,  according  to  the  common  custome  in  such  lyke  cases. 
At  the  day  and  houre  appoynted  appeared  all  the  combatantes  in 
ejreate  tryumphe  and  pompe,  with  rych  furnitures  as  wel  vpon 
them  selues  as  vpon  their  horse.  The  triumphe  begon  and  many 
launces  broken  in  good  order,  on  either  sides  iudgement  was 
geuen  generally  that  the  senescall  Ariobarzanes  had  wonne  the 
prise,  and  next  vnto  him  the  kinge's  sonne  did  passe  them  all, 
for  that  none  of  al  the  combatantes  badde  broken  past  v.  staues, 
and  the  sayd  yong  gentleman  had  in  the  face  of  his  aduersary 
broken  in  pieces  ix.  at  the  least.  This  senescall  brought  forthe 
eleuen  launces,  which  were  couragiously  and  honourably  broken, 
by  breaking  of  the  last  staSe  which  was  the  twelfth  he  was  iudged 
most  worthy.  The  condition  wherof  was,  that  euery  combatant 
should  runne  twelue  courses  with  twelue  launces,  and  he  whiche 
should  first  breake  the  same  should  without  doubt  or  further  con- 
trouersie  obtayne  the  reward.  What  pleasure  and  delight  the  king 
did  conceiue  to  see  his  sonne  behauc  him  selfe  so  valiantly  that 
day,  1  referre  to  the  iudgement  of  fathers,  that  haue  children  en- 
dued with  like  actiuity.  But  yet  it  greued  him  that  the  senescall 
bad  the  greater  aduantage,  and  yet  being  a  matter  so  wel  knowen 
and  discerned  by  the  iudges,  like  a  wyse  man  he  discembled  his 
countenaunce.  On  the  other  syde,  the  yong  gentleman  which  did 
combate  before  his  amorous  ladye  was  very  sorrowful  for  that  he 
was  voyde  of  hope  of  the  chiefest  honour.  So  that  betwene  the 
father  and  the  sonne,  was  one  very  thought  and  desire  :  but  the 
vertue  and  valor  of  the  senescall  did  cut  of  eythers  greefe.  Now 
the  tyme  was  come  that  the  senescall  should  runne  with  his  last 
staffe  mounted  vppon  the  horse  which  the  king  gaue  him  when  he 
was  an  huntyng,  who  knowing  wel  that  the  king  was  very  desirous 
that  his  son  should  excell  all  men,  perceyued  likwyse  the  inflamed 
oiynd  of  the  yonge  gentleman  for  the  presence  of  his  lady  to 
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aspjre  tbe  honour,  purposed  to  geue  ouer  the  honour  atchleued  by 
himselfe,  to  leaue  it  to  the  sonne  and  heir  of  his  lorde  and  mayster  : 
and  yet  hce  knewe  ful  wel  tliat  those  his  curtesies  pleased  not  the 
king,  neuertbelesse  he  was  determined  to  perseuer  in  his  opinion, 
not  to  bereue  the  king  of  his  glory,  but  onely  to  acquire  fame  and 
honour  for  him  selfe.  But  fully  mynded  that  the  honour  of  the 
tiyumphe  should  be  geuen  to  the  kynge's  sonne,  he  welded  the 
stafTe  within  his  reste,  and  when  he  was  ready  to  encounter  (because 
it  was  he  that  shold  come  agaynsl  him,)  he  let  fal  his  launce  out 
of  his  handes,  and  said  :  "  Farewel  this  curtesie  of  myne,  sith  it  is 
00  better  taken."  The  kinge's  sonne  gaue  a  gentle  counterbuiTe 
vpon  the  placarde  of  the  senescali,  and  brake  his  staife  in  many 
pieces,  which  was  the  x.  course.  Many  heard  tbe  wordes  that 
tbe  senescali  spake  when  his  stafie  fell  out  of  his  hands,  and  the 
slanders  by  well  perceiued  that  he  was  not  minded  to  geue  tiie 
laste  blowe,  bicause  the  king's  sonne  might  haue  the  honor  of  the 
triumph,  which  he  desyred  so  much.  Then  Ariobarzanes  departed 
the  listes:  and  the  prince  wilhoute  any  great  resistance  wan  the 
prise  and  victory.  And  so  with  sounde  of  diuerse  instruments  the 
prise  borne  before  him,  he  was  throughout  the  citie  honor- 
ably conueyed,  and  among  other,  the  senescali  still  waited  vpoa 
bim  widi  mery  countenance,  greatly  praising  and  exalting  the 
Taliance  of  the  yong  prince.  The  king  which  was  a  very  wise  man, 
and  many  times  hauing  experience  of  the  chiualry  of  his  senescali 
at  other  toumeis,  iustes,  barriers,  and  battels,  and  always  finding 
him  to  be  prudent,  politike,  and  for  his  person  very  valiant, 
knewe  to  well  that  the  fall  of  his  launce  was  not  by  chaunce  but 
of  purpose,  continued  his  opinion  of  his  senesc^ill's  liberalitye  and 
courage.  And  to  say  the  troutb,  such  was  his  exceding  curtesie, 
as  fewe  may  be  found  to  imitate  the  same.  We  daily  sethat  many 
be  liberal!  of  fortune's  guods  mueslinge  some  with  promotion, 
some  with  apparel,  gold  and  sijuer,  iewels  and  other  things  of 
great  value.  We  see  also  noble  men,  bountifull  to  theyr  ser- 
uaunls,  not  onely  of  mouable  things,  but  also  of  castels,  lands,  and 
cities:  what  sbal  we  spcake  of  them,  which  will  not  sticke  to 
ihrade  their  owne  bloud,  and  many  tymes  to  spende  iheire  lyfe  to 
do  their  irendes  good  r  Of  those  and  such  like  examples,  all  rc- 
vou  II.  £ 
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cordes  be  full :  but  a  man  that  contemncth  fame  and  glorye  or  is 
of  his  owne  honour  liberal,  is  neuer  founde.    The  victorious  ca|)^| 
tayne  after  the  bloudy  battayle,  giueth  the  spoyle  of  his  ennemieai 
to  his  souldiours,  rewardelh  them  with  prisoners,  departeth  vntoj 
them  the  whole  praye,  but  the  glory  and  lioiior  of  die  battel  he  1 
rcserueth  vnto  himselfe.     And  as  diutnely  the  fatlicr  of  Romainel 
elo(iuence  doth  say,  how  that  philosophers  by  recording  the  glo»l 
nous  gestes  and  dedes  of  others,  do  seke  after  glory  themselues.  I 
The  king  was  displeased  with  these  noble  dedes  and  curlesieof  hia] 
senescall,  because  he  thought  it  not  mete  or  decente  that  a  sub«| 
iecte  and  seruant  should  compare  with  his  lord  and  mayster:  and] 
therfore  did  not  bare  him  that  louing  and  chereful  countenance] 
which  hee  was  wont  to  doe.     And  in  the  ende,  purposed  to  letJ 
him  know,  that  he  spent  his  brayns  in  very  great  errour,  if  he 
thought  to  force  his  mayster  to  be  bound  or  beneficial  vnto  him,j 
as  herafter  you  shal  perceiue.     Tliere  was  an  auncient  and  approued  I 
customein  Persia,  that  the  kinges  yerely  did  solemnize  an  anniuer*] 
sarye  of  theyr  coronation  with  great  feast  and   tryumph,   vpon] 
which  day  all  the  barons  of  the  kyngdome  were  bound  to  repayre 
to  the  courte  where  the  king  by  the  space  of  viii.  dayes  with 
sumptuous  bankets  and  other  feastes  kept  open  house.     Vpon  the 
anniuersary  day  of  Ajtaxerxcs' coronation,  when  al  thinges  were 
disposed   in  order,  the  king  desirous  to  accomplish  a  certayne 
conceiued  determination  commaundcd  one  of  his  fayihful  cham- 
berlaynes  spedely  to  seeke  out  Ariobarzanes,  which  he  did,  and 
telling  him  the  kinge's  message,  sayde :  "  My  lorde  Ariobarzanes, 
the  king  hath  willed  me  to  say  vnto  you,  that  iiis  pleasure  is, 
that  you  in  your  own  person  euen  forthwith  shal  cary  your  white 
steede  and  courser,  the  mace  of  gold,  and  other  easignes  due  to 
the  office  of  scnescal  vnto  Darius,  your  mortal  enemy,  and  in  his 
Diaiestye's  behaife  to  say  vnto  him,  that  the  kynge  hath  geuen  him 
that  office,  and  hath  clerely  disposessed  you  thereof."    Ariobar- 
zanes hearing  those  heauy  newes,  was  lyke  to  dye  for  sorrowe,  and 
the  greattcr  was  his  grief,  because  it  was  geuen  to  his  greatest 
enemy.     Notwithstanding  lyke  a  gentleman  of  noble  stomacke, 
would  not  in  open  appearauncc  signific  the  displeasure  which  hee 
conceiued  within,  but  with  mery  cheare  and  louing  countenaunce 


ARIOBARZANES. 


27 


answered  the  chamberlayne :  "  Do  my  right  humble  commeada- 
tions  TDto  the  kinge's  maiesty,  and  say  vnto  him,  that  like  as  he  is 
soueraine  lord  of  all  this  land,  and  I  his  faythful  subiecte,  euen  so 
mine  office,  my  lyfe,  landes  and  goods,  be  at  his  disposition,  and 
tlmt  willinglye  I  wil  performe  his  best."  When  he  had  spoken 
those  woordes  hee  rendred  vp  his  office  to  Darius,  who  at  diner 
serued  in  the  same.  And  when  the  king  was  set,  Ariobarzanes 
with  comly  countenance  sate  downe  among  the  rest  of  the  lords, 
which  sodenlye  deposition  and  depriuation,  did  maruelously  ama/e 
the  whole  assembly,  euery  man  secretly  spoking  their  mind  either 
in  praise  or  dispraise  of  the  fact.  The  king  all  the  dinner  time, 
did  marke  and  note  the  countenance  of  Ariobarzanes,  which  was 
pleasaunt  and  merie  as  it  was  wont  to  be,  whereat  the  kinge  did 
greately  maruell :  and  to  attaine  the  ende  of  his  purpose,  hee 
began  with  sharpc  wordes  in  presence  of  the  nobilitie  to  disclose 
his  discontented  minde,  and  the  grudge  which  he  bare  to  Ariobar- 
zanes :  one  the  other  syde  the  king  suborned  diuers  persons  dili- 
gently to  espy  what  he  saide  and  did.  Ariobarzanes  hearing  the 
king's  sharpe  wordes  of  rebuke,  and  stimulated  by  the  persuasion 
of  diuers  flatterers,  which  were  hired  for  that  purpose,  after  he 
(>erceiued  that  his  declared  pacience,  that  his  modest  talke  and 
his  long  and  faithful  scruice,  which  he  had  done  to  the  king, 
bis  losse  and  hinderance  sustained,  the  perill  of  his  life,  which  so 
many  tymes  he  had  suffired  preuayled  nothing,  at  length  vanquished 
with  disdayne  he  brake  the  bridle  of  pacience,  and  sorted  out 
of  the  boundes  of  his  wonted  nature,  for  that  in  place  of  honoure 
he  receiued  rebuke,  and  in  stede  of  reward  was  depryued  of  his 
office,  began  in  a  rage  to  complayne  on  the  king,  terminge  him  to 
bee  an  vnkynd  prince,  which  among  the  Persians  was  estemed  a 
worde  of  great  offence  to  the  maiesty  :  wherefore  faine  he  would 
haue  departed  the  court,  and  retired  home  to  his  countrey,  which 
he  could  not  doe  without  speciall  licence  from  the  king,  and  yet 
to  craue  the  same  at  his  handes,  his  heart  would  not  serxie  him. 
Al  these  murmures  and  complaintes  which  he  secretly  made,  were 
tolde  the  king,  and  therefore  the  king  commaunded  him  one  day, 
to  be  called  beefore  him,  vnto  whome  he  sayd  :  "  Ariobarzanes, 
youre  grudging  complaintes  and   enuious  quarels,  whyche  you 
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brute  behinde  my  hatkc  throughout  my  courte,  and  yonr  conti- 
nuall  ragea  outragiously  pronounced,  through  the  very  windowes 
of  my  palace  haue  pierced  mine  eares,  whereby  I  vndersland  that 
thing  which  hardly  I  would  haue  beleued :  but  yet  being  a  prince  as- 
well  inclined  to  fauoure  and  quiet  hearinge  of  all  causes,  as  to  cre- 
dite  of  light  reportes,  would  faine  know  ofyou  the  cause  of  your  com- 
plaints, and  what  hath  moued  you  therevnto :  for  you  be  not  ignorant, 
that  to  murmureat  the  Persian  king, or  to  terme  him  to  be  vnkinde, 
is  no  lesse  offence  than  to  blaspheme  the  gods  immortal!,  bicause  by 
auncient  lawesand  decrees  they  be  honored  and  worshipped  as  gods. 
And  among  all  the  penaltyes  conteyned  in  our  lawes,  the  \-yce  of 
ingratitude  is  moste  byttcrlye  corrected.  But  leauing  to  speake 
of  the  threates  and  daungers  of  our  lawes,  I  pray  you  to  tell  me 
wherin  I  haue  offended  you :  for  albeit  that  I  am  a  king,  yet  reason 
persuadeth  me,  not  to  giue  offence  to  anye  man,  which  if  I  should 
doe  (and  the  gods  forbid  the  same)  I  ought  rather  to  be  termed  a 
tyrante  than  a  kinge."  Ariobarzanes  hearing  the  king  speake  so  rea- 
sonably, was  abashed,  but  yet  with  stoute  countenaunce  he  feared 
not  particularly  to  remember  the  woordes  which  he  had  spoken  of 
the  king,  and  the  cause  wherefore  he  spake  them.  "  Wei  (said  the 
king)  I  perceiue  that  you  blush  not  at  the  words,  ne  yet  feare  to  re- 
herse  the  same  vnto  my  face,  whcrby  I  do  perceiue  and  note  in  you 
a  certayne  kind  of  stoutenes  which  naturally  procedeth  from  the 
greatnes  of  your  mynd.  But  yet  wisdome  would  that  you  should 
consider  the  reason  and  cause  why  I  haue  depryued  you  from 
your  office.  Do  you  not  know  that  it  appertainetli  vnto  mee  in  all 
myne  affayres  and  deedes  to  be  liberal,  curtious,  magnificent,  and 
bounteous  ?  Be  not  those  the  virtues  that  make  the  fame  of  a 
prince  to  glister  among  his  subiectes,  as  the  sunne  beames  doe 
vpon  the  circuit  of  the  world  ?  Who  oughte  to  rewarde  wcl  doers 
and  recompence  ech  wight  whiche  for  any  trauell  haue  al  the  dayes 
of  their  lyfc,  or  els  in  some  perticuler  seruice  vsed  their  endeuor, 
or  aduentured  the  peril  of  their  life,  but  I  alone  being  your  soue- 
raygne  lord  and  prince?  To  the  vertuousand  obedient,  to  the  cap- 
tayhc  and  the  souldioar,  to  the  pollityke  and  to  the  learned  and 
graue,  finally,  to  rch  wcl  deseruing  wight,  I  know  how  to  vse  the 
Qoble  princely  veriuen  of  curtesie  and  liberality.    They  be  the 
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comly  ensignes  of  a  kynge.    They  be  the  onelye  ornaments  of  a 
prince.     They  be  ray  perticular  vcrtues.     And  wil  you  Ariobar- 
zanes, being  a  valiaunt  souldioure,  a  graue  counsayler,  and  n  polli- 
ty  ke  personage,  goe  about  to  dispossesse  me  of  that  which  is  my  ne  f 
Wil  yon  whiche  are  my  seruaunte  and  subiecte  of  whome  I  make 
greateste  accompt  and  haue  in  dearest  estimation,  vpon  whom  I 
did  bestow  the  greatest  dignity  within  the  compas  of  my  whole 
monarchic,  grate  benefite  at  my  handes,  by  abusinge  those  vertues 
whiche  I  aboue  oilier  do  principally  regard  ?  You  do  much  abuse 
the  crediic  which  I  repose  in  youre  greate  wisedome.     For  hee  in 
whome  I  thought  to  fynde  most  graue  aduise,  and  deemed  to  bee 
a  receptacle  of  al  good  counsel,  doth  seeke  to  take  vppon  him  the 
personage  of  his  prince,  and  to  vsurpe  the  kinglye  qualitie  which 
belongeth  only  vnto  him.     Shal  I  be  tyed  by  your  desertes,  or 
bound  by  curteous  deedes,  or  els  be  forced  to  rendre  recompencc  f 
No,  no,  so  long  as  this  imperiall  crowne  shal  rest  on  royal  head,  no 
subject  by  any  curteous  deede  of  his,  shal  strainevnwillingmynde, 
which  mente  it  not  before,     Tel  me  I  beseech  you  what  reward 
and  gift,  what  honour  and  preferment  haue  I  euer  bestowed  vpon 
you,  sitfaens  my  first  arriual  to  this  victorious  raigne,  that  euer  you 
by  due  desert  did  bynde  me  thereunto:  Which  if  you  did,  then 
liberal  I  cannot  be  termed,  butaslauish  prince  bound  to  do  the 
same,  by  subjects  merite.     High  and  mightie  kinges  doe  rewarde 
and  aduaunce  their  men,  hauing  respect  that  their  gift  or  benefite 
shal  exceede  deserte,  otherwise  that  preferment  cannot  bee  termed 
liberal.     The  greate  conquerour  Alexander  Magnus  wan  a  great 
nnd  notable  citie  for  wealth  and  spoyle.     For  the  principalitie  and 
gouerument  wherof  diuers  of  his  noble  men  made  sute,  alleaging 
their  paynfiil  sernice  and  bloudy  woundes  about  the  getting  of  the 
same.     Uut  what  did  that  worthy  king  f  was  he  moucd  with  the 
bloudshead  of  his  captaynes?  was  hee  stj'rred  with  the   valiaunce 
of  his  men  of  warre?  was  he  prouoked  with  their  earnest  sutes  ? 
No  truiye:  But  calling  vntohim  a  poore  man,  whome  by  chaunce 
be  found  there,  to  him  he  gaue  that  riche  and  wealthy  citie,  and 
the  gouermnente  thereof,  that  his  magnificence  and  his  liberalitie 
to  a  person  so  pore  and   base,  might  receiue  greatter  fame  and  es- 
timation :  and  to  declare  that  the  conferred  benefyte  didde  not 
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proceede  of  desert  or  dutie,  but  of  mere  liberalitie,  very  cnrtesie, 
true  munificence  and    noble  disposition,  deriued   from   princely 
heart  and  kinglye  nature.     Howbeit  1  speake  not  this  that  a  fayth- 
ful  seruaunt  should  be  vnrewarded  (a  thing  very  requisite)  but  to 
inferre  and  proue  that  reward  should  excell  the  merite  and  seruice 
of  the  receiuer.     Now  then  I  say,  that  you  going  about  by  large  de- 
sert and  manifold  curtesie  to  binde  mee  to  recompence  the  same, 
you  seeke  thy  next  waye  to  cut  of  the  meane  whereby  I  should 
be  liberall.     Do  you  not  see  that  through  your  vnaduysed  cnrtesie 
I  am  preuented,  and  letted   from  myne  accustomed   liberalitye, 
wherewith  dayly  I   was  wont  to  reward  my  kynde,  louing  and 
loyal  seruauntes,  to  whom  if  they  deserued  one  talent  of  golde,  my 
manner  was  to  geue  them  two  or  three :  if  a  thousand  crownes  by 
the  yeare,  to  geue  them  v.     Do  j'ou  not  know  that  when  they 
loked  for  most  rewarde  or  preferment,  the  soner  did  I  honour  and 
aduauncc  them  i'  Take  heede  then  from  henceforth  Ariobarzanes, 
that  you  Hue  with  such  prouidence  and  circumspection  as  you  may 
bee  knowen  to  be  a  seruant,  and  I  reputed  (as  1  am)  for  your  so- 
nerayne  lorde  and  mayster.     All  princes  in  myne  opinion  requyre 
two  thinges  of  theire  seruantes,  that  is  to  say,  fidelity  and   loue, 
which  being  hadd  they  care  for  no  more.     Therfore  he  that  list  to 
contende  with  me  in  curtesie,  shal  fynde  in  the  ende  that  I  make 
smale  accompte  of  him.     And  he  that  is  my  trusty  and  faithful 
seruant,  diligente  to  execute  and  do  my  commaundementes,  fayth- 
ful  in  my  secret  afTayres,  and  duetyfuU  in  his  vocation,  shal  truely^H 
witte  and  most  certaynlye  feele  that  I  am  both  curteous  and  libe-^^ 
rail.     Which  thou  tliy  selfe  shal  wel  perceiue,  and  be  forced  to 
confesse  that  I  am  the  same  manne  in  dede,  for  curtesie  and  libe- 
ralitye whom  thou  indeuorest  to  surmount."    Tlien  the  king  held 
his  peace.     Ariobarzanes  very  reuercnllye  made  answear  in  this 
manner :     "  Most  noble  and  victorious  prince,  wel  vnderstanding 
the  conceiued  grief  of  your  inuincible  mind  pleaseth  youre  sacred 
maiesty  to  geue  mee  leauc  to  answer  for  my  self,  not  to  aggrauate 
or  heap  your  wrath  and  displeasure  (which  the  gods  forbid)  but  to 
disclose  my  humble  excuse  before  your  maiesty   that  the  same 
poized  with  the  equall  balance  of  youre  rightful  mind,  my  former 
attempts  may  nether  seme  presumptuous,  ne  yet  my  wel  meaning 
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mind,  wel  measured  with  iustice,  ouerbold  or  malapert.     Most 
humbly  then,  prostrate  vpon  my  knees  I  say  that  I  neuer  went 
about,  or  else  did  think  in  mind. to  excede  or  compare  with  your 
infinite  and  incomprehensible  bounty,  but  indeuored  by  al  possible 
means  to  let  your  grace  pcrceiue,  and  the  whole  world  to  know  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  world  which  I  regard  so  much  as  your  good 
grace  and  fauour.    And  mighty  loue  graunt  that  I  do  neuer  fal 
into  so  great  errour  to  presume  for  to  contend  with  the  greatnes  of 
your  mynde:  which  fond  desire  if  my  beastly  mynd  should  appre- 
hend, I  myght  be  lickned    to  the  man  that  goeth  aboute  to  be- 
rieue  and  take  away  the  clerenesse  of  the  sun,  or  brightnesse  of 
the  splendant  stars.     But  euer  I  did  thinke  it  to  be  my  boundcn 
daety  not  only  of  those  fortunes  goods  which  by  your  princely 
meanes  I  do  inioy  to  bee  a  distributer  and  large  giuer,  but  also 
bound  for  the  profile  and  aduauncement  of  your  regal  crowne  and 
dignityc,  and  defence  of  your  most  noble  person,  of  mine  owne 
life  and  bloud  to  be  both  libemll  and  prodigall.    And  where  your 
maiesty  tliinkelb  tliat  I  haue  laboured  to  compare  incurtious  dede 
or  other  liberal!  behauiour,  no  deede  that  euer  I  did,  or  fact  was 
euer  enterprised  by  me  for  other  respect,  but  for  to  get  and  conti- 
nue your  more  ample  fauour  and  daily  to  eiicrease  your  loue  for 
that  it  is  the  seruant's  part  with  all  his  force  and  might  to  aspyre 
the  grace  and  fauoure  of  his  soueraynge  lorde.     How  belt  (most 
noble  prince)  before  this  lyme  1  did  neuer  beleue,  nor  hard  youre 
grace  confesse,  that  magnanimity,  gentlenes  and  curtesie,  were 
vertues  worthy  of  blame  and  correction,  as  your  maiesty  hath  very 
manifestly  done  me  to  vnderstande  by  wordes  seuere,  and  uunting 
checkes,  vnworlhye  for  practise  of  such  rare  and  noble  vertues. 
But  how  so  euer  it  bee,  whether  lyfe  or  death  shal  depend  vpon 
ibis  prayse  worthy  and  honourable  purpose,  I  meane  hereafter  to 
yeld  my  datye  to  my  souerayne  lord,  and  then  it  may  please  him 
to  terme  my  dedes  courteous  or  liberal  or  to  thinke  on  my  beha- 
uiour, wiiat  his  owne  princely  mynde  shal  deme  and  iudge."    The 
king  vpon  those  wordes  rose  vp  and  sayd:  "  Ariobarzanes,  now  it  is 
no  tyme  to  continue  in  further  disputation  of  this  argument,  com- 
mitting the  determination  and  iudgement  herof,  to  the  graue  deli- 
beration of  my  counsel  who  at  conuenient  leasure  aduisediy  shnl 
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according  to  the  Persian  lawes  and  custouies  conclud  the  same. 
And  for  this  present  time  I  say  vnlo  ihce  that  I  am  disposed  to  ac- 
compt  tiie  accusation  made  agaynste  thee  to  be  true,  and  confessedi 
by  thy  self.  In  the  mean  tyme  thou  shalt  repayre  into  the  coun* 
try  and  come  no  more  to  the  court  til  I  commaund  thee."  Ariobar- 
zanes  receiuinge  this  answeare  of  his  souerayne  lorde  departed,  and 
to  his  great  contentation,  went  home  into  his  countreye  merye^ 
for  that  he  should  be  absent  out  of  the  daylye  sight  of  his  enemies^ 
yet  not  wel  pleased  for  that  the  king  had  remitted  his  cause  to  hi% 
councell.  Neuerthelesse  minded  to  abyde  and  suffer  a1  fortune, 
he  gaue  him  selfe  to  the  pastime  of  huntinge  of  deere,  runninge 
of  the  wylde  bore,  and  flying  of  the  hauke.  This  noble  gentle- 
man had  two  onlye  daughters  of  his  wife  that  was  deceased,  the 
most  beautiful  gentlewomen  of  the  countrey,  the  eldest  of  which 
two  was  peerelesse  and  without  comparison,  older  than  the  other 
by  one  yeare.  The  beauty  of  those  fayre  ladies  was  bruled 
throughout  the  whole  region  of  Persia,  to  whome  the  greatest 
lordes  and  barons  of  the  countrey  were  great  and  importunate 
suters.  He  was  not  in  his  countrey  resiant  the  space  of  fower 
moncthes,  which  for  salubritie  of  ayre  was  most  holsome  and  plea- 
saunt,  ful  of  lordlike  liberties  and  gentlemanlike  pastimes,  aswel 
to  bee  done  by  the  hound  as  folowed  by  the  spaniell,  but  one  of  the 
kinge'g  harauids  sente  from  (he  court,  appeared  before  him  with 
message  to  this  effecte,  saying  vnto  him :  "  My  lord,  Ariobarzanes, 
the  kinge  my  souerayne  lord  hath  commaunded  you  to  send  witk 
me  to  the  court  the  fairest  of  your  two  daughters,  for  that  the 
reporte  of  their  famous  beautie  hath  made  him  hardlie  to  beleeue 
them  to  be  such,  as  common  brnite  would  fayne  doe  him  to  vnder- 
staod."  Ariobarzanes  not  well  able  to  conceiue  the  meaning  of 
the  kioge's  commaundiment,  reuolued  in  his  mynde  diners  thinges 
touching  that  demaund,  and  concludinge  vpon  one  which  fel  t 
his  remembrance,  determined  to  send  his  younger  daughter* 
which  (as  we  haue  sayde  before)  was  not  in  beautye  comparable 
to  her  elder  sister,  whereupon  hee  caused  the  mayden  to  be  sent 
for,  and  sayde  vnto  her  these  wordes  :  "  Daughter,  the  king  my 
maister  a^d  thy  soueraigne  lord,  hath  by  his  messanger  com- 
maunded me  to  sende  vnto  bim  the  fayrest  of  my  daughters,  but 
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for  a  certaine  reasonable  respect  which  at  tbys  lime  i  purpose 
not  to  disclose,  oiy  mynde  is  that  thou  shalt  goe,  praying  thee 
not  to  say  but  that  tliou  thy  sclfc  art  of  the  twayrie  the  fa\'re8t, 
the  concealinge  of  whiche  mine  aduise  wil  breede  vntothee(ao 
doubt)  thy  great  aduauncement,  besides  the  profite  and  promo- 
tion that  shal  accriue  by  that  thy  silence  :  and  the  disclosing  of  the 
same  may  hap  to  engendre  to  thy  deere  father  his  euerlasting  hin- 
drance, and  perchaunce  the  depriuation  of  his  lyfe:  but  if  so  be 
the  kinge  doe  beget  the  with  childe,  in  anyc  wise  keepe  close  the 
same:  and  when  thou  seest  thy  belly  begin  to  swell,  that  no  longer 
it  can  be  closely  kept,  then  in  conuenieni  time,  when  thou  seest 
the  kinge  merily  disposed,  thou  shult  tell  the  king  that  thy  syster 
is  far  more  beautifull  than  thy  selfe,  and  that  thou  art  the  yongcr 
sister."  The  wise  maiden  well  vnderstanding  her  father's  minde, 
andconceiuing  the  summe  of  his  intent,  promised  to  performe  his 
cliarge,  and  so  with  the  haraulde  and  honorable  traine,  he  caused 
his  daughter  to  be  conueyed  to  the  court.  An  casie  matter  it  was 
todeceiue  the  king  in  the  beauty  of  that  maiden:  for]although  the 
elder  daughter  was  the  fairest,  yet  this  gentlewoman  seemed  so 
peerelesse  in  the  courte,  that  without  comparison  she  was  the  most 
beautifull  that  was  to  be  found  either  in  courte  or  countrey :  the 
behauiour  and  semblance  of  whiche  two  daughters  were  so  like, 
that  hard  it  was  to  iudge  whether  of  them  was  the  eldest :  for 
their  fatlier  had  so  kept  them  in,  that  seldome  they  were  scene 
within  his  house,' or  at  no  time  marked  when  they  walked  abroade. 
The  wife  of  the  king  was  dead  the  space  of  one  yere  before, 
for  which  cause  he  determined  to  marj*  the  daughter  of  Ario- 
barzanes,  who  although  she  was  not  of  the  royall  bloud,  yet 
of  birth  she  was  right  noble.  When  the  kinge  sawe  this  gen- 
tlewoman, heiudged  hir  to  be  the  fairest  that  euer  he  saw  or  heard 
of  by  report,  whom  in  the  presence  of  his  noblemen  hee  solemnly 
did  many,  and  sent  vnto  her  father  to  appoynct  the  dowry  of  his 
married  daughter  out  of  hande,  and  to  retume  the  same  by  that 
messenger.  When  Ariobarzanes  hearde  tell  of  thys  vnhoped 
niariage,  right  ioyfull  for  that  successe,  sent  vnto  his  daughter  the 
dowiy  which  he  bad  promised  to  geue  to  both  his  daughters. 
Many  of  the  court  did  maruell,  that  the  kynge  beinge  in  aged 
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yeares  woulde  marj  bo  yongue  a  mayden,  specially  the  daughter 
of  his  subiect,  whom  he  had  banished  from  the  courte.  Some  prays- 
ed  the  kinge's  disposition  for  takingc  hir  whom  he  fansied :  ech 
man  speakynge  his  seuerall  mynde  accordynge  to  thedyuers  cus- 
tomes  of  men.  Notwythstandinge  there  were  diners  that  mooedj 
the  kinge  to  that  mariage,  thereby  to  force  him  to  confesse,  that' 
by  takinge  of  the  goods  of  Ariobarzanes,  he  might  be  called  cour- 
teous and  liberal!.  The  mariage  being  solemnized  in  very  sump- 
tuous and  princely  guise,  Ariobarzanes  sent  to  the  kinge  the  like 
dowry  which  before  hee  had  sent  him  for  mariage  of  his  daughter, 
with  message  to  this  effect:  That  for  so  mutch  as  hee  bad  assign- 
ed to  his  daughters  two  certayne  dowries  to  raary  them  to  their 
equal  feeres,  and  seeinge  that  hee  which  was  without  exception, 
was  the  husbande  of  the  one,  his  duety  was  to  bestow  vpon  his 
grace  a  more  greater  gift,  than  to  any  other  which  should  haue 
bene  his  sonne  in  lawe :  but  the  king  would  not  receiue  the  in- 
crease of  his  dowry,  deeming  himselfewel  satisfied  with  the  beauty 
and  good  condicions  of  his  new  spouse,  whom  he  entertayned  and 
honored  as  queene.  In  the  meane  time  she  was  with  childe  with 
a  sonne  (as  afterwardes  in  the  birth  it  appeered)  which  so  wel  as 
ghe  coulde  she  kept  close  and  secret,  but  afterwardes  perceiuinge 
her  belly  to  waxe  bigge,  the  greatnesse  whereof  she  was  not  able 
to  hide,  beinge  vppon  a  time  with  the  kinge  and  in  familiar  dis- 
porte,  she  like  a  wise  and  sobre  lady  induced  matter  of  diuers  ar- 
gument, amonges  which  as  occasion  serued,  she  disclosed  to  the 
king,  that  she  wa-s  not  the  fayrest  of  hir  father's  daughters,  but  hir 
elder  sister  more  beautifull  than  slie.  The  king  hearing  that,  was 
greatly  offended  with  Ariobarzanes,  for  that  he  had  not  accom- 
plished his  commaundement :  and  albeit  hee  loued  well  his  wife, 
yet  to  attaine  the  effect  of  his  desire,  he  called  his  haraulde  vnto 
him,  whom  he  had  first  sent  to  make  request  for  his  wyfe,  and  with 
him  returned  agayne  his  new  maried  spouse  vnto  her  father,  com- 
maunding  him  to  say  these  wordes:  "  That  for  so  mutch  as  he 
knew  himselfe  to  be  vanquished  and  ouercome  by  the  king's 
humanity,  his  grace  did  maruell,  that  in  place  of  curtesie,  he 
would  vse  sutch  contumacy  and  disobedience,  by  sendinge  vnto 
bim,  not  the  fairest  of  his  daughters,  which  he  required,  but  sutch 
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at  be  himseife  liked  to  sende:  a  uiaiter  no  doubt  worthy  to  be 
shaqjely  punished  and  reucn^ed :  for  which  cause  the  kinge 
beinge  not  a  litle  offended,  had  sent  home  his  daughter  agayne, 
and  willed  hym  to  sende  his  eldest  daughter,  and  that  he  had  re- 
turned the  dowry  which  lie  gaue  with  his  yonger."  Ariobarzanet 
receyued  his  daughter  and  the  dowry  with  willinge  minde,  and 
sayd  theese  words  to  the  harauld :  "  Mine  other  daughter  which 
the  king  mysoueraygne  lord  requireth,  is  not  able  presently  to  go 
with  thee,  bycause  in  hir  bed  she  licih  sicke,  as  thou  tnayst  mani- 
festly perceiue  if  thou  come  into  hir  chamber :  but  say  vnto  the 
king,  that  vppon  my  fayth  and  allegiaunce  so  soone  as  she  is  re- 
couered,  I  will  seudc  hir  to  the  court."  The  haraulde  seeing  the 
mayden  lye  sicke  on  her  bed,  weake  and  impotent,  not  able  to 
trauel,  returned  to  tlie  king,  and  tolde  him  of  the  sicknesse  of  the 
eldest  daughter  of  A riobarzaues,  wherewithal!  beinge  satisfied,  he 
attended  the  successe  of  his  desired  sute :  the  gentlewoman  no 
sooner  beinge  recouered,  but  the  tyme  of  the  other's  childbirth  was 
come,  which  brought  forth  a  goodly  boy :  both  the  mother  salfely 
brought  to  bed,  and  the  childe  strong  and  lustj*.  Whych  greatly 
contented  and  pleased  Ariobarzanes,  and  the  greater  grew  his  ioy 
tliereof,  for  that  hee  sawe  the  childe  to  be  like  vnto  the  kinge  his 
father:  and  by  that  time  the  yong  gentlewoman  was  ryseu  from 
her  childbed,  the  sister  was  perfectly  whole,  and  had  recouered 
her  former  hiewe  and  beauty,  both  which  beinge  richely  apparell- 
ed, Ariobarzanes  with  an  honourable  trayne,  sent  vnto  the  kinge 
instructinge  them  first  what  they  ought  to  say  and  do.  When  they 
were  arriued  at  the  courte,  one  of  the  pryuy  chamber  aduertised 
the  king  tliat  Ariubancanes  had  not  onely  sent  one  of  his  daughters, 
but  both  of  them.  The  kynge  hearinge  and  seeinge  the  liberaly  ty 
of  Ariobarzanes,  accepted  the  same  in  gracious  part,  and  deter- 
mined for  that  curtesie,  to  vse  him  with  sutch  princely  liberality, 
as  he  should  be  forced  to  confesse  himself  oucrcome.  And  before 
the  messanger  which  had  brought  the  yong  gentlewoman  did 
departe,  he  caused  to  be  called  before  him  his  only  sonne  called 
Cyros,  vnto  whom  he  sayd :  "  Bycause  Cyrus  the  time  of  thy 
yeares  bee  sutch,  as  meete  they  be  to  match  the  in  raariage,  for 
hope  1  hauc  to  see  some  progeny  proceede  of  thee  before  I  die, 


3<J 


ARIOBARZANES. 


my  minde  is  that  thou  shall  mary  this  goodly  geutlewomao  here, 
the  syster  of  my  wyfe."  To  which  hys  father's  best,  the  yong 
gentleman  willingly  assented.  Tlien  the  kyng  toke  agayn  his 
owne,  and  ordayned  a  royal!  feast,  for  tlie  mariage  of  his  sonne, 
which  was  celebrated  and  done  with  great  triumph  and  solemnity, 
continuinge  the  space  of  vni.dayes.  Ariobarwines  hearinge  tliese 
good  neues,  would  not  yet  acknowledge  himseltc  to  be  ouercome, 
and  seeinge  that  his  purpose  was  nowe  brought  to  an  extremity, 
determined  to  send  the  little  childe,  a  little  before  begotten  of  hys 
daughter,  to  the  kinge,  which  so  resembled  the  kinge's  face  and 
countenaunce  as  was  possible:  and  therefore  caused  a  cradle  to 
bee  made  of  the  fairest  iuory  that  was  to  be  gotten,  embossed  and 
garnished  with  pure  golde,  adorned  and  set  wytli  most  precious 
stones  and  iewels,  wherein  he  caused  the  childe  to  be  placed,  and 
coucred  wyth  rich  clothes  of  fynest  gold  and  silke,  and  together 
with  the  nourice,  accompanied  with  a  pompous  tray ne  of  gentle- 
men, he  sent  him  to  the  kinge,  the  very  time  that  the  solemne 
mariage  should  be  celebrated :  and  the  king  beinge  in  his  great 
hall,  which  was  hanged  with  maruellous  rich  and  costly  arras,  at- 
tended vpon  with  a  great  numbre  of  bis  barons  and  noble  men,  liee 
that  had  the  charge  of  the  conduction  of  the  child,  vpon  his  knees 
presented  ihe  same  before  him,  lyingc  in  the  cradle.  The  king 
and  the  nobleinen,  meiuelling  what  that  did  meane  e.vpected  what 
the  messenger  would  say,  who  holding  the  cradle  by  one  of  the 
pomcls,  sayd  these  wordes:  "  Most  reaoumed  and  victorious 
prince,  in  the  behalfe  of  Ariobarzanes,  my  iorde  and  your  subiect, 
most  humbly  I  present  vnto  your  maiesty,  with  al  submission  and 
reuerence, this  gift:  and  my  sayd  lord  doth  reudre  infinite  thankes 
vnto  your  highnesse,  for  the  great  curtesie  it  hath  pleased  you  to 
vse,  by  vouchsafinge  to  entertayne  him  into  your  aiiiaunce  :  for 
which  not  to  sceme  vnmindfull,  this  present  (and  therewithal!  he 
opened  the  cradle)  by  mee  hee  hath  sent  vnto  your  maiesty." 
When  the  cradle  was  discouered,  there  apeared  a  goodly  yong 
cbylde,  smilinge  and  laughing  vpon  his  father,  the  ioyfuUe&t  sight 
that  euerhis  father  sawe,  and  so  like  vnto  him,  as  the  haife  moone 
is  lyke  the  proportion  of  the  rest.  Tlien  euery  of  the  slanders  by 
began  tosay  bis  minde  touchinge  the  resemblaunce  ofthechylde 
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to  hys  father,  hardily  protesting  the  same  without  doubt  to  be  hii 
ovrae.  The  kyng  could  not  be  satisfied  with  the  sight  of  his  child, 
by  reason  of  the  great  delight  he  had  to  looke  vpon  him,  and  of  fiie 
gcnerall  opinion  whych  all  men  auouched  touchingc  his  lykenesse. 
The  chylde  agayne  vpon  the  common  reioyce  made  vpon  hym,  but 
specially  of  hys  father,  wyth  prealy  motions  and  sweete  laugli- 
inges,  rcpresentinge  two  smiiinge  pyttes  in  his  ruddy  cheekes, 
crowed  many  tymes  vpon  his  father,  toyinge  vp  and  downe  hys 
tender  handes:  afterwardes  the  kynge  behelde  the  workmanship 
of  that  sumptuous  cradle,  and  demaunded  whereof  the  substaunce 
was.  Vnto  whom  the  messenger  discribed  the  hystory  and  whole 
content  of  that  incomparable  iewel :  who  hearing  that  discourse, 
caused  the  queene  to  be  called  forth,  and  by  her  was  further  cer- 
tified of  her  father's  noble  disposition,  wyth  exceeding  contenta- 
lion,  and  wonderfull  reioyce,  he  receyued  the  little  chylde,  and 
confessed  hym  selfe  in  maner  vanquished:  notwythslandinge 
seeming  to  be  thus  surmounted,  he  thought  if  he  did  not  surpasse 
this  curtesy,  his  noble  and  princely  minde  should  be  disgraced: 
wherefore  he  determined  to  vse  a  kynde  of  magnanimity,  thereby 
eyther  to  ouercome  Ariobarzanes,  or  else  hauinge  apparant  occa- 
sion altogether  to  fall  out  and  to  conccyue  a  mortall  malice 
agaynst  hym.  The  kynge  had  a  daughter  of  the  age  of  xxi. 
yeares,  a  very  fayre  and  comely  lady  (accord  inge  as  her  royall 
education  and  princely  bringingc  vp  required)  whom  as  yet  he 
had  not  matched  in  mariage,  meaninge  to  bestowe  her  vppon  some 
kynge  or  great  monarch  with  a  dowry  of  ten  hundred  thousand 
CTownes,  besides  the  pryncely  and  great  costly  apparcll  and  icwclls 
whych  her  owne  mother  lyinge  vppon  her  death  bed  did  bequeathe 
her.  The  kynge  then  purposinge  to  excell  Ariobarzanes,  mynded 
by  couplynge  hym  wyth  hys  daughter,  to  make  hym  hys  sonne  in 
lawe :  whych  to  a  lady  of  royall  linage,  appeareth  some  debacinge 
of  her  noble  bloud,  to  be  matched  with  a  man  of  inferiour  hyrth: 
the  lyke  to  a  man  how  honourable  so  ener  he  be  cannot  chaunce, 
if  he  take  a  wyfe  of  degree  neuer  so  base :  for  if  hee  bee  borne  of 
noble  and  gentle  kynde,  hee  doth  illustrate  and  aduaunce  the 
woman  whom  he  faketh,  all  be  it  shee  were  of  the  meanest  trampe 
of  the  popular  sorte,  and  the  chyldren  whych  be  borne  of  them 
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by  the  father's  meanes,  shalbe  uoble  and  of  a  gentle  kynd  :  but  a 
woman,  althougli  sliec  be  most  noble,  if  slice  bee  married  tohir  in- 
feriour,  and  that  hir  husbandc  bee  not  so  noble,  the  diyldren  that 
shall  be  borne  of  them  shall  not  receiue  the  honour  of  the  mother's 
stock,  but  the  state  of  the  fathers  lotte,  and  so  shall  be  vnnoble. 
Sutch  is  the  reuerence  and  authoritie  of  the  sexe  of  man,  where- 
vpon  doeth  ryse  the  comparyson  of  the  wyfe,  whicli  doth  resem- 
ble the  man  vnto  the  sunne,  and  the  woman  to  the  moone.  For. 
wee  see  that  the  moone  of  hir  selfe  doth  not  giue  light,  ne  yet  can 
yeldeany  brightnesse  to  the  darknesse  of  the  night,  if  she  did  not 
pertake  some  shining  of  the  sun,  who  with  his  liuely  flames  at 
times  and  places  doth  brighten  the  starres,  and  maketh  the  moone 
to  shine:  euen  so  the  woman  dependcth  of  the  man,  and  of  hym 
doth  take  hir  nobility.  The  kyng  therefore  thouglit  the  match  not 
meete  for  Ariobarzanes  to  marry  his  daughter,  and  feared  he 
should  incurre  some  blemish  of  his  house  :  but  for  all  respect  and 
feare  of  shame,  the  emulation  whych  hee  had  to  be  victorious  of 
his  forced  curtesie  did  surpasse.  Wherefore  he  sent  for  Ariobar- 
zanes to  come  vnto  the  court:  who  vpon  that  commaundemenl 
came  :  and  so  soone  as  hee  was  entred  the  palace,  he  repayred  to 
do  his  reuerence  vnto  the  kinge,  of  whom  he  was  welcomed  with 
glad  and  ioyfull  entertaynement:  and  after  they  had  a  whyle  de- 
bated of  diners  matters,  the  kyng  sayd  vnto  him  :  "  Ariobarzanes, 
for  so  mutch  as  thow  art  without  a  wyfe,  we  minde  to  bestowe 
vpon  thee  a  gentlewoman,  which  not  onely  wee  well  like  and  loue, 
but  also  is  sutch  a  one,  as  thou  thy  selfe  shalt  be  well  contented  to 
take."  Ariobarzanes  aunswered  :  That  he  was  at  his  commaunde- 
ment :  and  that  sutch  choyse  as  pleased  his  maiesty,  should  very 
well  content  and  satisefie  him.  Then  the  kyng  caused  his  daugh- 
ter, in  riche  vestures  sumptuously  attired  to  come  before  him,  and 
there  openly  in  presence  of  the  whole  court,  commaundcd  that 
Ariobarzanes  should  marry  her:  which  with  seemely  ceremonies 
being  consummate,  Ariobarzanes  shewed  little  ioy  of  the  paren- 
tage, and  in  apparance  made  as  though  he  cared  not  for  his  wyfe. 
The  nobles  and  gentlemen  of  the  courte  wondred  to  see  the 
straunge  behauiour  of  the  bridegroome,  consideringe  the  great 
humanity  of  their  prince  towardes  liis  subiect,  by  takioge  him  for 
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hit  father,  and  sonae  iu  lawe :  and  greatly  murmured  to  see  the 
obstinacy  and  rudenesse  of  Ariobarzanes,  towards  the  kynge  and 
the  fayre  newe  maried  spouse,  mutch  blamingeand  rebukingc  hys 
vnkinde  demeanour.  Ariobarzanes  that  day  fared  as  though  hee 
were  besides  himselfe,  voyde  of  ioy  and  mirth,  where  all  the  rest 
of  the  courte  spent  the  tyme  in  sport  and  triumph,  the  hulies  and 
noble  women  together  with  the  kynge  and  queene  themseiues, 
dauncinge  and  maskinge,  vntil  the  time  of  night  did  force  ech 
wyghte  to  retyre  to  their  chambers.  N'otwithstandinge  the  kynge 
did  marke  the  gesture  and  countenaunce  of  Ariobarzanes,  and 
after  the  banket  the  kynge  in  solempne  guise  and  great  pompe 
caused  hys  daughter  to  bee  accompanyed  wyth  a  great  trayne  to 
the  lodginge  of  Ariobarzanes,  and  to  be  caried  with  hir,  hir 
pryncely  dowry,  where  Ariobarzanes  very  honourably  receyued 
hys  wyfe,  and  at  that  instant,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  noblemen 
and  barons  that  way  ted  vpon  the  bride,  hee  doubled  the  dowry 
receyued,  and  the  same  wyth  the  ten  hundred  thousand  crownes 
geuen  hym  by  the  kynge,  hee  sent  backe  agayne.  This  vnmea- 
sured  liberality  seemed  passynge  straunge  vnto  the  kynge,  and 
bredde  in  him  sutch  disdayne,  as  doubtful  he  was  whether  to 
yelde,  or  to  condemne  him  to  perpetuall  banishment.  The  kynge 
(bought  that  the  greatnesse  of  Ariobarzanes  mynde  was  iouincible, 
and  was  not  able  paciently  to  suffer,  that  a  subiect  in  matters  of 
curtesie  and  liberality,  should  still  compare  wyth  his  king  and 
maister :  herewithal  the  king  conceiutng  malice,  coulde  not  tell  what 
to  say  or  do.  An  easy  matter  it  was  to  perceiue  the  rage  and  fiirie 
of  the  king,  who  was  so  sore  displeased,  as  he  bare  good  looke  and 
countenance  to  no  man :  and  bicause  in  those  dayes  the  Persian 
kings  were  honored  and  reuerenced  as  gods,  there  was  a  lawe  that 
when  the  king  was  driuen  into  a  furie,  or  had  conceiued  a  iust  dis- 
pleasure, he  shoulde  manifest  vnto  his  counsellers,  the  cause  of  his 
anger,  who  afterwardes  by  mature  diligence  hauing  examined  the 
cause  and  finding  the  kinge  to  be  vuiustly  displeased,  should  seke 
meancs  of  bis  appeasing :  but  if  they  found  his  anger  and  displea- 
sure  to  be  iustly  grounded,  the  cause  of  the  same,  according  to 
the  quality  of  the  otfcnce,  little  or  great,  they  should  punish, 
eylher  by  banishment  or  capital  death :  the  sentence  of  whom 
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should  posse  and  be  pronouaced  without  appeale.  Howbeii  lawfull 
it  was  for  the  kynge  to  mitigate  the  pronounced  sentence,  eytlier 
in  al,  or  in  part,  and  to  diminish  the  payne,  or  cleareiy  to  assoyle 
the  party  :  whereby  iteuidently  appeared,  that  the  counscilers  sen- 
tence once  determined,  was  very  iustice,  and  the  kynge's  wyll  if  he 
pardoned,  was  meere  grace  and  mercy.  The  kyng  was  constrayned 
by  the  statutes  of  his  kyngdome  to  disclose  vnto  his  counseil  the 
cause  of  his  displeasure,  which  particularly  he  recited :  the  coun- 
scilers when  they  heard  the  reasons  of  the  kynge,  sent  for  Ario- 
barzanes,  of  whom  by  due  examination  they  gathered,  that  in 
diuers  causes  be  had  prouoked  the  kynge's  dyspicasure.  After- 
wards the  lords  of  the  counsel!,  vpon  the  proposed  question  began 
to  argue,  by  inuestigation  and  search  whereof,  in  the  ende  they 
iadged  Ariobaizanes  worthy  to  loose  hys  head  :  for  that  he  would 
not  onely  compare,  but  also  goe  about  to  ouertoppe  him  in  thinges 
vndecent,  and  to  shewe  himselle  discontented  with  the  mariage  of 
his  daughter,  and  vnthankfull  of  the  benefites  so  curteously  be- 
stowed vpon  him.  A  customc  was  obserued  amonge  the  Per- 
sians, that  in  euery  acte  or  enterprise,  wherein  the  seruaunt  en- 
deuored  to  surpasse  and  vanquish  his  lord  and  maister  (albeit 
the  attempt  were  commendable  and  prayseworthy)  for  respect 
of  want  of  duety,  or  contempt  to  the  royall  maiesty,  he  should 
lose  his  bestioynt:  and  for  better  confirmation  of  their  iudge 
ment,  the  counsellers  alleagcd  a  certayne  diffinitiue  sentence,  re 
geslred  in  their  chronicles,  whilom  done  by  the  kyngs  of  Persia. 
The  cause  was  this :  one  of  the  kyngs  of  that  region  disposed  to 
disporte  with  certayne  of  his  noble  men  abrode  in  the  fields, 
went  a  hauking,  and  with  a  faucon  to  fly  at  diuers  game.  Within 
a  while  they  sprange  a  hearon,  and  the  kynge  commaunded  that 
one  of  the  faulcons  which  was  a  notable  swift  and  soaring 
hauke,  should  be  cast  of  to  the  hearon :  which  done,  the  hearoa 
began  to  mount  and  the  faucon  speedely  pursued,  and  as  the 
hauke  after  many  batings  and  intercourses,  was  about  to  seaze  vpoa 
the  hearon,  he  espied  an  egle  :  the  stoute  hauke  seeing  the  egle, 
gaue  ouer  the  fearefull  hearon,  and  with  swift  flight  flcwe  to- 
wardes  the  hardy  egle,  and  fiercely  attempted  to  seaze  vpon  her : 
but  the  egle  very  stoutly  defended  her  selfe,  that  the  hauke  was 
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forced  to  let  goe  hir  bolde.    In  the  ende  the  good  hauke,  with  her 
fbaqie  talandes,  aga3me  seazed  vpon  the  egle's  neck,  and  wyth  her 
beake  strake  her  starke  dead,  wherewithal!  she  fel  downe  amid  the 
company  that  wajted  vpon  the  king.     A\  the  barons  and  gentle- 
men highly  commended  and  praysed  the  hanke,  affirminge  that  a 
better  was  not  in  the  worlde,  attributing  vnto  the  same  sutch  prayse, 
as  they  thought  meete.     The  king  for  all  the  acclamations  and 
slioutes  of  the  troupe,  spake  not  a  worde,  but  stoode  musing  with 
liimselfe,  and  did  neyther  prayse  nor  blame  the  hauke.     It  was  very 
late  in  the  eueninge,wben  the  faucon  killed  the  egle,  and  therefore 
the  kinge  commaundcd  ech  man  to  depart  to  the  citty.     The  next 
day  the  king  caused  a  goldsmith  to  make  an  exceeding   fayre 
crowne  of  golde,  apt  and  meete  for  the  falcon's  head.     Afterwards 
when  he  saw  time  conuenient,  heordayned  that  in  the  market  place 
of  the  citty,  a  pearche  should  be  erected,  and  adorned  with  tapes- 
try, arras,  and  other  costly  furnitures,  sutch  as  prynces  palaces  are 
bedecked  withall.     Thither  with  sound   of  trumpets  hee  caused 
the  faucon  to  be  conueyed,  where  the  kinge  commaunded  one  of 
his  noble  men  to  place  the  crowne  vpon  his  head,  for  price  of  the 
excellent  pray  atchieued  x-pon  the  egle.     Then  he  caused  the  hang- 
man or  common  executioner  of  the  citty,  to  take  the  crowne  from 
tlic  faucon's  head,  and  with   the   trenchant  sword  to  cut  it   of, 
Vppon  these  contrary  effectes  the  beholders   of  this  sight  were 
amazed,  and  began  diuersly  to  talk  thereof.     The  king  which  at  a 
window  stoode  to  behold  this  fact,  caused  silence  to  be  kept,  and 
so  opened  his  princely  voice,  as  he  was  wel  heard  speaking  these 
words :  "  There  ought  (good  people)  none  of  j-ou  all  to  murmur 
and  grudge  at  the  present  fact  executed  vpon  the  faucon,  bycause 
the  same  is  done  vppon  good  reason  and  iust  cause  as  by  processe 
of  my  discourse  you  shall  well  perceiue.     I  am  persuaded  that  it  is 
the  office  and  duety  of  euery  magnanimous  prince,  to  know  the 
valor  and  difference  betweene  vertue  and  vice,  that  all  verluous 
actes  and  worthy  attempts  may  be  honoured,  and  the  contrary 
chastised  and  punished,  otherwise  he  is  not  worthy  of  the  name  of 
a  kyng  and  prynce,  but  of  a  cruel  and  trayterous  tyrant :  for  as 
the  prince  beareth  the  title  by  principality  and  chiefe,  so  ought  his 
life  chiefly  to  excell  other,  whom  hegouemeth  and  ruleth.     The 
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bare  title  and  dignity  is  not  sufficient,  if  his  conditions  and  mode- 
ration be  not  to  that  supreme  state  equiualent.  Full  well  I  knew 
and  did  consider  to  be  in  this  dead  faucon  aceriayne  generosity  and 
stoutnesse  of  minde,  ioyned  wyih  a  certayne  fierce  actiuity  and 
nimblenesse,  for  which  I  crowned  and  rewarded  hir  wyth  thys 
golden  garland,  bycause  of  the  stoute  slaughter  which  she  made 
vpon  that  rayghty  egle,  worthy  for  that  solemne  guise.  But  when 
I  considered  how  boldly  and  rashely  she  assayled  and  killed  the 
egle,  which  is  hir  queene  and  maystresse,  I  thought  it  a  part  of 
iusticc,  that  for  hir  bolde  and  vncomely  act,  she  shoulde  suffer  the 
payne  due  to  hir  deserte:  for  vnlawful  it  is  for  the  seruaunte,  and 
vnduetiful  for  the  subiect,  to  imbrue  Ins  liandes  in  the  bloud  of  his 
soueraygne  lord.  The  faulcon  then  huuinge  slayne  hir  queene, 
and  of  all  other  birdes  the  soueraygne,  who  can  with  reason  blame 
me  for  cuttinge  of  the  faucon's  head  ?  Doubtlesse  none,  that  hath 
respect  to  the  quiet  state  betweene  the  prince  and  subiect." 
This  example  the  iiidges  alleaged  against  Ariobarzunes  when 
they  pronounced  sentence :  and  applyinge  the  same  to  him,  or- 
deyned  that  first  Ariobarzanes,  for  his  magnanimity  and  liberal  cur- 
tesie  should  be  crowned  wyth  a  laurell  garland,  for  the  generosity 
of  his  minde  and  exceedinge  curtesie,  bat  for  his  great  emulation, 
earnest  endeuour,  and  continual!  dyuice  to  contende  wyth  hys 
prynce,  and  in  liberality  to  shew  him  selfe  superior,  bysides  the 
mutteringe  speech  vllered  agaynst  hym,  his  head  ought  to  be 
striken  of.  Ariobarzanes  beinge  aduertised  of  thys  seuere  con- 
demnation, hee  purposed  to  sustayne  the  venemous  darte  of 
fortune,  as  hee  had  endured  other  bruntes  of  that  enuious  incon- 
stant lady,  and  in  sutch  maner  behaued  and  directed  his  gestes, 
and  countenaunce,  as  no  sygne  of  choler  or  dyspayre  api>eared  in 
him,  onely  pronouncinge  thys  sentence  with  ioyfull  cheare  in  the 
presence  of  many  :  "  Glad  I  am  that  at  length  there  restelh  in  me 
so  mutch  to  be  liberall,  as  I  employ  my  life  and  bloud,  to  declare 
the  same  to  my  soueraygne  lorde,  which  right  willingly  I  meane 
to  do,  tliat  the  world  may  know,  how  1  had  rather  lose  my  lyfe, 
than  to  faynt  and  geue  ouer  in  mine  accustomed  liberality." 
Then  callinge  a  notary  vnto  him,  he  made  his  wyll  (Cor  so  it  was 
iaw&>U  by  the  Persian  lawes)  and  to  his  wyfe,  and  daughters  hee 
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increased   their  dowries,  and  to  his   kinsfoike  and   freendes  he 
bequeathed  diuers   rich  and   bountifull   legacies.     To  the  kyng 
he  gaue  a  great  number  of  most  precious  iewels.     To  Cyrus  the 
king's  Sonne,  and  his  by  mariage  (besides  a  great  masse  of  money) 
be  bequeathed  all  his  armure,  and  weapons,  with  ail  his  instru- 
ments for  the  warres,  and  his  whole  stable  of  horsse.     Last  of  all 
he  ordayned,  that  if  (perhaps)   his  w^'fe    should  be  found   with 
cfaylde,  and  brought  to  bed  of  a  sonne  hee  should  be  his  vniuersall 
hejTC :  but  if  a  woman  chylde,  to  haue  the  dowry  that  his  other 
daughters  had.    The  rest  of  his  goods  and  cattel  he  gaue  indif- 
ferently to  al  III.  equally  to  be  deuided.     He  prouided  also,  that 
al)  his  seruantes  accordinge  to  their  degree,  should  be  rewarded. 
The  day  before  he  should  be  put  lo  death  (according  to  the  custome 
of  Persia)  his  prayses  and  valiaunl  factes,  as  wel  by  epitaphes 
fixed  vpon  poasts,  as  by  proclamation,  were  generally  sounded 
throughout  the  realme,  in  sutch  wise  as  ech  wight  iudged  him  to 
be  the  most  liberall  and   noble  personage   that  was  in  all  the 
countrey,  and  in  the  borders  confininge  vpon  the  same.     And  if 
there  had  not  bene  some  enuious  persons  neere  the  kyng,  which 
studied  and  practised  his  ouerthrow,  al  other  would  haue  deemed 
him  vnworthy  of  death.     Sutch   is  enuy  of  the  maliciously  dis- 
posed, that  rather  than  they  would  see  their  equals  to  be  in  better 
estimation  with  the  prynce  than  themselues,  study  and  deuise  all 
pollicy  eyther  bj-  flattery  or  false  surmise  to  bringe  them  in  dis- 
credite,  or  to  practise  by  false  accusation,  their  viter  subuersion  by 
vleath  or  banishement.     But  whiles  Ariobarzanes  was  disposinge 
lis  thinges  in  order,  his  wyfe  and  daughters  with  liis  friends  and 
cousins,  were  affected  with  great  sorrow  day  and  night,  complayn- 
ing  for  the  heauy  stale  of  that  noble  gentleman.     The  eight  day 
leing  come  (for  the  lawe  allowed  that  space  to  the  condemned, 
-ft)r  disposition  of  their  thynges)  a  skaftblde  was  made  by  com- 
-Kaaundement  of  the  king,  in  the  middest  of  the  market  place,  a] 
«:rouered  with  black  cloth,  and  an  other  right  ouer  against  the  same 
"**ith  purple  and  silk,  where  the  kyng  (if  he  list)  in  the  mids  of 
fc^e   iudges  should  sit  and  the  inditemcnt  reddc,  iiidgement  (by 
^lic   kynge's   owne   mouth    declared)  should   be  executed,  or  il  it 
S^leased  him,  discharge  and   assoyle   the    condemned.     And  the 


44 


ARIOBABZANES. 


i 


kynge  vnwillinge  to  be  present,  gane  to  one  of  the  eldest  judges 
hys  full  power  and   aiithorily.     But  yet  sorrowful  that  a  gentle* 
man  so  noble  and  valiauut,  his  father  and  sunnc  in  lawe,  should 
finish  his  life  with  a  death  so  horrible,  would  needes  that  niorn- 
inge  be  present  himseife  at  that  execution,  as  wel  to  see   the 
continent  and  stoute  ende  of  Ariobarzanes,  as  also  to  take  order 
for  his  deliuery.     When   the   time  was  come,   Ariobarzanes  by 
the  sergeante  and  garde  was  brought   vnto  the  skaffolde,  and 
there  aparelled  in  rich  vestures,  the  laurel  crowne  was   set  oa 
bis  head,  and  so  continuinge  for  a  certayne  space,  the  garment  and 
crowne  was  taken  of  agayne  together  with  his  other  apparell. 
The  executioner  attendinge  for  commaundement  to  do  his  office, 
and  lifting  vp  his  sworde  to  do  the  fact,  the  king  desired  to  see  the 
countenaunce  of  Ariobarzanes,  who  neuer  'chaunged  coloure  for 
all  that  terrour  of  death.     The  king  seeing  the  great  constancy  and 
inuincible  minde  of  Ariobarzanes,  spake  aloude  that  all  men  might 
heare  hym,  these  wordes  :  "  Thou  knowest  Ariobarzanes,  that  it  is 
not  I,  which  haue  wroughte  thy  condemnation,  ne  yet  by  enuious 
desyre  haue  sought  thy  bloude,  tobrynge  thee  to  thys  extremity, 
but  it  hath  bene  thy  ill  disordred  life,  and  the  statutes  of  this  realme, 
which  haue  found  thee  guilty,  and  thereupon  sentence  and  death  pro-  ^^ 
nounccd,  and  execution  now  ready  to  be  done,and  iheminister  r^ulj  ^| 
to  aduaunce  his  anne,  to  play  the  last  acte  of  this  tragedy :  and  yet  for 
that  our  holy  lawes  doe  geue  liberty  that  I  may  assoyle  and  delyuer 
whom  I  list,  and  them  restore  to  their  former  state,  if  nowe  thou 
wilt  acknowledge  thy  selfe  vanquished  and  ouercome,  and  accepte 
thy  lyfe  in  gratefiiU  part,  I  will  pardon  thee,  and  restore  thee  to 
tfayne  offyces  and  promotions."      Ariobarzanes,   hearyng   these 
wordes,  kneeled  downe  wyth  hys  heade  declyned,  and  expecting 
the  blow  of  the  sworde,  lyfted  vp  himseife,  and  turnynge  his  face 
to  the  kinge,  perceyuing  his  malice  not  so  sore  bent  agaynst  hym 
as  the  enuy   and  malice  of  his  ennemies  desired,  he  determined  to 
proue  and  vse  the  pitiful  liberality  and  fauour  of  his  soueraigne 
lorde,  that  his  foes  by  his  death  might  not  triumph,  ne  yet  at- 
tayne  the  thinge,  for  which  so  longe  they  aspired.     Wherefore  in 
reuerent  wyse  kneelinge  before  his  maiesty,  with  a  stout  and  per- 
fect voyce  sayd  these  words :  "  Most  vyctorious  and  merciful!  so- 
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neraygne  lord,  in  eqiiail  worship  and  honour  to  the  immortall  gods, 
iith  of  thy    abundant  grace  and  mercy  it  hath  pleased   thee  to 
graunt  me  lyfe,  I  do  most  humbly  accept  the  same,  which  if  I  wyst 
should  be  prolonged  in  thy  disgrace  and  wrath,  could  not  be  plea- 
saant  vnto  me,  and   therefore  do  confesse  my  selfe  in  curtesie  and 
liberality  altogether  surmounted  and  ouercome.     I  most  humbly 
then  do  gene  thee  thankes  for  preseruation  of  my  lyfe,  hopinge 
hereafter  to  employ  the  vttermost  of  myne  endeuour  for  the  bene- 
fite  and  honour  of  thy  crowne  and  dignity,  as  readyly  and  without 
Bopplication  made  in  my  behalfe,  thou  hast  vouchesafed  to  re- 
store the  same:  and  sith  thy  clemency  hath  reuiued  me  thyne 
humble  vassall,  I  beseech  thy  maiesty  to  giue  me  leaue  to  say  my 
miade,  trustinge  thereby  to  do  thee  to  vnderstand  the  effect  and 
cause  of  tliat  my  former  presumption."    The  kinge  made  signes 
that  he  should  arise  and  boldly  speake  the  summe  of  his  desire. 
When  he  stoode  vp,  silence  was  proclaymed,  who  then  began  to 
speake  these  wordes :   "  Two  things  there  be,  (most  sacred  prince) 
which  doubtlesse  do  resemble  the  raging  waues  of  surginge  seas, 
and  the  mutability  of  vnstable  windes,  and  yet  great  is  the  folly 
of  an  infinite  numbre,  which  imploy  their  whole  care  and  dili- 
gence to  the  pursute  thereof.  These  two  thinges  whereof  I  speake, 
and  be  so  deerely  beloued  of  flattering  courtiers,   are  the  grace 
and  fauour  of  their  soueraygne  lord,  and  the  luringe  loue  of  amo- 
rous dames  :  whych  two  do  so  often  beguyle  the  courtly  gentle- 
man, that  in  ende,  they  engender  nought  else  but  repentance :  and 
to  begin  with  the  loue  of  ladies,  they,  as  by  common  experience  is 
proued,  most  commonly  do  recline  to  their  inferiours.     It  is  dayly 
seene  by  to  mutch  vnhappy  proofe,  that  a  yongue  gentleman  by 
byrth  noble,  and  otherwyse  riche,  vertuous,  and  indued  with  many 
goodly  gyfts,  shall  choose  and  worship   one  for  his  soueraigne 
lady  and  maistresse,  and  her  shall  serue  and  honour  with  no  lesse 
fayth  and  fidelity  then  is  due  to  the  immortal  gods,  and  shal  not 
tticke  to  employ  for  her  loue  and  seruice  all  the  possible  power 
and  trauell  he  is  able  to  do,  and  yet  she  in  dispite  of  all  bis  humble 
endeuour,  shall  imbrace  an  other  voide  of  all  vertue,  makynge  him 
possessor  of  that  benefite,  after  which  the  other  seeketh,  and  shee 
uot  longe  constant  in  that  minde,  afterwards  wil  attend  to  the 
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£rst  snter,  but  in  sntch  inouable  and  disdaynfull  sort,  as  the 
wandring  starres  (through  their  natural  instability)  be  moued  to 
and  fro,  and  him  in  the  ende  will  suffre  to  fall  headlong  into  the 
bottomlesse  pit  of  dispayre  :  and  to  him  that  asketh  hir  the  reason 
of  this  variety,  she  maketh  none  other  aunswere  but  that  her 
pleasure  is  sutch,  and  wilfull  will  to  dally  with  her  sutcrs  :  so  that . 
seldome  times  a  true  and  perfit  louer  can  fasten  his  foote  on  cer- 
tayne  holde,  but  that  his  life  is  tossed  vp  and  downe  like  the 
whirling  blastes  of  inconstant  windes.  The  hke  succedeth  in  the 
courtes  of  kings  and  princes,  he  which  is  in  fauoure  with  his 
soueraigne  lord  in  al  mens  eyes,  so  great  and  neiire,  as  it  seemeth 
the  prince  is  disposed  to  resolue  vpon  nothing  without  hys  aduise 
and  counsell,  when  suche  fauored  person  shall  employe  his  whole 
care  and  Industrie  to  maintaine  and  encrease  the  commenced  grace 
of  his  soueraigne  lord,  behold,  vpon  the  sodaine  the  minde  and 
vaine  of  his  lord  is  changed,  and  an  other  without  desert,  which 
neuer  carked  to  win  good  will,  is  taken  in  place,  cherished  as 
though  hee  had  serued  him  an  hundred  yeares  before:  and  he  that 
was  the  first  minion  of  the  courte  in  greatest  grace  and  estimation, 
is  in  a  moment  dispysed,  and  out  of  all  regarde:  an  other  within 
fewe  daycs  after,  shall  supplic  the  place  of  the  other  Iwaine,  verye 
dyligent  and  careful  to  serue  a  man  trained  vp  in  courtly  exercise, 
whose  mindfull  mind  shall  bee  so  caring  ouer  his  lord's  affayers, 
as  vpon  the  safegard  and  preseruation  of  his  owne  life:  but  all  his 
labour  is  employed  in  vayne :  and  when  the  aged  dayes  of  his  ex- 
pired life  approch,  for  the  least  displeasure  he  shalbe  thrust  out 
without  reward  for  former  trauel,  that  right  aptly  the  common 
prouerb  may  be  applied  :  the  common  courtier's  life  is  like  a 
golden  misery,  and  the  faithfull  seruant  an  asse  perpeluall.  I 
haue  scene  my  selfe  the  right  wei  learned  man  to  sterue  in  court 
for  want  of  meate,  and  a  blockish  beast  voyde  of  vertue,  for  lust, 
and  for  merite,  aduaunced  and  made  a  gentleman :  but  this  may 
chaunce  bicause  hys  lord  is  not  disposed  to  vertue,  nought  esteem- 
inge  those  that  be  affected  with  good  sciences,  and  that  onely 
for  lacke  of  carefull  trayninge  vp  in  youthfull  dayes,  or  else  for  that 
his  minde  cannot  frame  with  gentle  spyrits,  the  closets  of  whose 
breasts  be  charged  and  fraught  with  infinite  loades  of  learninge, 
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and  haue  not  bin  noseled  in  trade  of  courtes,  ne  yet  can  vse  due 
courtly  speech,  or  with  vnblushiuge  face  can  shuffle  themsclues  in 
presence  of  their  betters,  or  commen  with  ladies  of  dame  Venus 
toyes :  or  race  of  birth  not  mingled  with  the  noble  or  gentle  sire  ; 
for  these  causes  perhaps  that  vertuous  wighte  cannot  attain  the  hap 
of  fortune's  giftes.  Which  person  thotighe  in  court  he  be  not 
esteemed,  yet  in  schoolehouse  of  good  arte  he  is  deemed  famouse, 
and  for  his  worthy  skill  right  worthy  to  be  preferred  aboue  the 
heauens.  In  semblable  wise,  how  oftentimes  and  commonly  is  it 
seeoe  that  the  man  perchance  which  neucr  thou  sawest  before,  so 
sone  as  he  is  scene  of  the,  sodaynly  he  is  detested  lyke  a  plague, 
and  the  more  earnest  he  is  to  do  the  seruice  and  pleasure,  the  greater 
is  thy  wrath  bent  towards  him  ?  Contrarywise,  som  other  vpon  the. 
first  view  shal  so  content  and  please  the,  as  if  he  require  the  be- 
stowing of  thy  life,  thou  hast  no  power  to  denie  him,  thou  arte  in 
loue  with  him,  and  let  him  twhart  thy  mind  and  wil  neuer  so  much, 
thou  caresl  not  for  it,  all  is  well  he  doth  :  but  that  these  varieties 
do  proceede  from  some  certayn  temprcment  of  bloud  within  the 
body  conformed  and  moued  by  som  inward  celestial  power,  who 
doubtetli?  And  surely  the  foundation  of  these  coQrtly  mutations,  is 
the  pricking  venomous  goade  of  pestiferous  enuye,  whych  conti- 
nually holdeth  the  fauour  of  pryncesinballaunce,and  in  a  moment 
hoisteth  vp  him  which  was  below,  and  poizeth  downe  agayne  him 
that  was  exalted:  so  that  no  plague  or  poison  is  more  pestiferous 
in  courts,  than  the  hurtfull  disease  of  enuy :  all  other  vices  with 
little  paine  and  Icsse  labour  may  easily  be  cured,  and  so  pacified  as 
they  shall  not  hurt  thee:  but  rooted  enuy  by  any  meanes  is  dis- 
charged, with  no  i)ollicye  is  expelled,  ne  yet  by  any  drugge  or 
medicine  purged.  Veryly  wythout  great  daunger,  I  know  not 
which  way  the  poynaunt  bittes  of  enuy  can  be  auoyded :  the 
proude  man  in  courte,  the  arrogant  and  ambitious,  the  lofty  mind- 
ed foole,  more  eleuate  and  lustic  than  pride  it  selfe,  if  reuerence 
bee  done  to  him,  if  he  be  honoured,  if  place  be  giuen  to  him,  if 
hec  be  prayaed  and  glorified  aboue  the  heauens,  if  thou  humble 
thy  selfe  to  him,  by  and  by  he  will  take  thee  to  be  his  frend,  and 
wyll  deeme  thee  to  bee  a  curteous  and  gentle  companion.  Let 
the  Incynious  and  wanton  person  giuen  to  the  pleasures  and  lust 
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of  women,  fixing  his  mind  on  nothing  else  but  vpon  fugitiue  plea- 
sures, if  his  loue  bee  not  impeached,  ne  yet  his  wanton  toyes  re- 
proued,  if  he  be  praysed  before  his  ladie,  he  will  euer  be  thy 
friend :  the  couetous  and  gloutonous  carle,  if  first  thou  make  hym 
quafie  a  medicine,  and  afterwardes  byd  hym  to  thy  table,  the  one 
and  other  disease  is  speedily  cured :  but  for  the  enuious  person, 
what  pliisicke  can  be  sought  to  purge  his  pestiferous  humour  f 
which  if  thou  go  about  to  heale  and  cure,  rather  muste  thou  re- 
medye  the  same  by  wasting  the  life  of  him  that  is  so  possessed, 
than  find  causes  of  recouerie.  And  who  knowcth  not  (most  sacred 
prince)  that  in  your  courte  there  be  some  attached  with  that 
poisoned  plague,  who  seeing  me  your  maiestie's  humble  vassall  in 
greater  fauoure  with  your  grace  than  they,  my  seruice  more  ac- 
ceptable than  theirs,  my  prowesse  and  exercise  in  armes  more 
worthy  than  theirs,  my  diligence  more  industrious  than  theirs, 
my  aduise  and  couDsell  more  auayleable  then  theirs,all  mine  other 
deedes  and  doings  in  better  estimation  than  theirs:  they  I  say, 
dallied  in  the  lap  of  thecancred  witch  dame  Enuy,  by  what  meanes 
are  they  to  be  recouered  ?  by  what  meanes  their  infection 
purged  P  by  what  means  their  mallice  cured  i  If  not  to  see  me 
depriued  of  your  grace,  expelled  from  your  court,  and  cast  head- 
longe  into  the  gulfe  of  death  extreme  i  If  I  should  bribe  them 
with  great  rewardes,  if  I  should  honour  them  with  humble  re- 
uerence,  if  I  should  exalt  them  aboue  the  skyes,  if  I  should  em- 
ploy the  vtiermost  of  my  power,  to  do  them  seruice,  all  frustrate 
and  cast  away:  they  wil  not  ceasse  to  bring  me  into  periil,  they 
will  not  spare  to  reduce  me  to  misery,  they  will  not  sticke  to 
ymagin  all  deuyses  for  myne  anoyance,  when  they  see  al  other 
remedyes  impotent  and  vnable:  this  is  the  poisoned  plague  which 
enuenometh  ail  princes  courtes:  this  is  the  mischiefe  which  des- 
troyeth  all  kyngdomes  :  tliis  is  the  monster  thatdeuoureth  all  ver- 
tuous  enterpryses  and  offendeth  eche  gentle  spirite:  this  is  the 
dim  vale  which  so  ouershadoweth  the  clerenes  of  the  eyes  as  the 
bright  beams  of  verity  cannot  be  sene,  and  so  obscureth  the  equity 
of  iustice,  as  right  from  falshode  cannot  be  discerned:  this  is  the 
manifest  cause  that  breadeth  a  thousand  errors  in  the  workes  of 
men:  and  to  draw  nere  to  the  eflecte  of  this  my  tedious  taike. 
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I  briefly,  there  is  do  vice  in  the  worldc  that  more  outragiously  cor- 

I  rupteth  princes  courtcs,  that  more  vnfrendly  vntwineth  irendship's 

^^H  band,  that  more  vnhappeiy  subuerteti)  noble  houses,  then  the 
^^1  poysonc  of  enuy :  for  he  that  enchneth  bis  eares  to  the  enuioiis 
person,  he  that  attendeth  to  bis  malignant  deuises,  vnpossible  it  is 
for  him  to  do  any  dede  that  is  eyther  good  or  vertuous :  but  to 
finishe  and  end  for  auoyding  of  wearines  and  not  to  stay  your 
maiest}'  from  your  waighty  aifayres,  I  say  that  the  enuyous  man 
reioiceth  not  so  much  in  his  own  good  turnes  nor  gladdelh  him- 
self so  greatlye  with  his  owne  commodityes,  as  hee  doth  insulte, 
and  laugh  at  the  discommodityes  and  hinderance  of  others,  at 
whose  profile  and  gain  he  sorowcth  and  lanienteth:  and  to  put 
out  both  the  eyes  of  his  companion,  the  enuious  man  careth  not  to 
plucke  out  one  of  his  own.  These  wordes  (most  inuincible  prince) 
I  purposed  to  speake  in  the  presence  of  your  maiesty,  before  your 
gard  and  courtlyke  train,  and  in  the  vniuersal  hearing  of  all  the 
people  that  ech  wighte  may  vnderstand  how  I  not  of  j'our  males- 
tie's  prelenced  malice, or  mine  owne  committed  faulte,  but  through 
the  venenious  tongues  of  the  enuious  fel  into  the  lapse  of  your 
displeasure."  This  moste  true  oration  of  Ariobarzanes  greatly 
pleased  the  noble  prince,  and  although  he  felt  himself  somwhat 
touched  tlierwith,  and  knowing  it  to  bee  certayn  and  true  and 
that  in  tyme  to  come  the  same  mighte  profite  all  sortes  of  people, 
hce  greatlye  praised  and  exalted  him  in  the  presence  of  all  the 
assembly.  Wherfore  Ariobarzanes  hauing  recouered  his  lyfe 
confessed  himselfe  to  bee  vanquished  and  ouercome  by  the  king, 
who  knowing  the  valoure  and  fealty  of  that  noble  gentleman,  and 
louing  him  with  harty  affection,  caused  him  to  come  downe  from 
the  mourning  scafTolde,  and  to  assend  the  place  where  he  was  him- 
selfe, whom  he  imbraced  and  kissed,  in  token  that  al  displeasure 
was  remitted  :  all  his  auncient  offices  were  restored  to  him  agayne : 
and  for  his  further  aduauucement,  he  gaue  him  the  cittye  of 
Pa5sagarda  where  was  the  old  monument  of  kinge  Cyrus,  and 
made  him  lieuetenaunt  generall  of  hisreahues  and  dominions,  com- 
maundinge  euery  of  his  subiectes  to  obay  him  as  himselfe.  And 
BO  the  kyng  rested  the  honourable  father  in  law  to  Ariobarzanes, 
and  his  louioge  sonne  by  mariagc  craning  stil  in  al  his  enter- 
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pryses,  his  graue  adu3'se  and  counsell:  and  there  was  neuer  thing 
of  any  importance  done,  but  his  liking  or  disliking  was  firste 
demaunded:  Ariobarzanes  then  returned  into  great ler  grace  and 
fauour  of  his  souerayne  lord  than  before,  and  for  his  singular 
vertue  hauingdisperced  and  broken  the  ainiesand  niulyee  of  all  his 
enimies,  if  before  he  were  curleous  and  liberal  after  these  so 
stoute  aduentures,  he  became  more  then  princely  in  his  dedes, 
and  if  sometymes  he  had  done  one  curteous  act  now  he  doubled 
the  same.  But  sutch  was  his  magnanimitye,  so  noble  were  his  in* 
deuors,  lempred  with  such  measure  and  equanimity,  as  the  whole 
worlde  clerely  might  deseme,  that  not  to  contend  with  bis  soue- 
rayne  lorde  but  to  honour  and  serue  him,  therby  to  expresse  the 
maiestye  of  his  prince,  he  employed  his  gdodesand  liuing  al  which 
ihe  kinge  and  fortune  had  bountifully  bestowed  vppon  him :  who 
vntil  his  dying  day  famously  mayntayned  hitn  selfe  in  the  good 
grace  and  fauour  of  his  prince,  in  such  wyse  as  the  kyng  more 
clerely  then  the  shining  sunnebeames,  knew  Ariobarxanes  to  bee 
framed  of  nature  for  a  christalline  mirrour  of  curtesie  and  libera- 
liiye,  and  that  more  easie  it  was  to  bereiue  the  fyre  of  heate,  and 
the  Sonne  of  lighte  then  despoyle  Ariobarzanes  of  his  glorious 
dedes.  Wherfore  he  ceassed  not  continually  to  honour,  exalt 
and  enrych  him,  that  hee  mighte  vse  the  greatter  liberality,  and 
to  say  the  treuth,  althoughe  these  two  vertues  of  curtesie  and 
liberality  be  commendable  in  all  persons,  without  the  which  a  man 
truely  is  not  he  whereof  hee  beareth  the  name  yet  very  fitting 
and  meete  for  euerye  ryche  and  welthie  subicct,  to  beware 
how  he  doth  compare  in  those  noble  vertues  with 
princes  and  great  men,  which  beyng  ryght 
noble  and  pereles  vppon  yearth  canne 
abyde  no  comparisons. 
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THE  FIFTH  NOUELL. 

Lteivi  one  of  the  garde  to  Aristolimvs  the  tifrant  of  the  cittye  of 
Ellis,  fell  ill  loue  with  a  fui/re  mai/den  called  Micca,  the  daughter 
of  one  Philodemvs,  and  Ais  crueltt/  done  vpon  her.  The  stout- 
nesfe  a/so  of  a  noble  matron  named  Megistona  in  defence  of  hir 
huahande  and  the  common  wealth  from  the  tyranny  of  t lie  said 
Aristotimvs:  and  of  other  actes  done  by  the  subiectes  vppon  that 
tyrant. 

YoD  haue  heard,  or  as  it  were  in  a  manner,  you  haue  beeholclen 
the  right  images  and  courteous  conditions  of  two  well  conditioned 
persons  mutually  ech  towards  other  obserued:  in  the  one  a  prince- 
k  mind  towards  a  noble  gentleman  his  subiecte:  in  the  other 
a  duetieful  obedience  of  a  louing  vassal  to  his  soueraigne  lord  and 
maister :  in  both  of  them  the  true  figure  of  liberality  in  liuely  orient 
colours  described.  Now  a  contrary  plotte,  grounded  vpon  ex- 
treame  tiranny,  is  offred  to  the  viewe,  done  by  one  Arislotimus 
and  his  clawbacks  againsle  his  humble  subiects  of  the  city  of 
Elis,  standyng  in  Peloponessus,  a  country  of  Achaia  (which  at 
this  tyme  we  cal  Morea.)  This  Aristotimus  of  nature  was  fierce 
and  passing  cruell,  who  by  fauour  of  king  Antigonus  was  made 
t}Tan  of  that  city :  and  like  a  tyran  gouerned  his  countrye  by 
abuse  of  his  aucthority  with  newe  wronges,  and  straunge  cruellyes 
vexing  and  aiflicting  the  poore  cityzens  and  all  hys  people: 
which  chaunced  not  so  much  for  that  of  himself  he  was  cruel  and 
tyrannous,  as  for  that  his  counsellours  and  chiefe  aboute  him  were 
barbarous  and  vicious  men,  to  whom  he  committed  the  charge  of 
his  kyngdome  and  the  guarde  of  his  person:  hut  amongcs  all  his 
mischiefes  wrongfully  done  by  him  which  were  innumerable,  one 
committed  agaynst  Philodemus  (the  same  which  afterwarde  was 
the  cause  of  the  depriuation  of  his  lyfe  and  kingdome)  is  specially 
reraembred.  This  Philodemus  had  a  daughter  called  Micca,  that 
not  onely  for  hir  chast  qualityes  and  good  condicions  whiche  ver- 
tuouslye  florished  in  hir  but  for  her  extreame  and  goodly  bcautye, 
was  in  that  citty  of  passing  fame  and  admiration.  With  this 
fayre  maiden  one  of  the  tyrant's  guarde  called  Lucius  fel  in  loue, 
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if  it  deserue  to  be  called  loue,  and  not  the  rather,  as  the  end  fnl  we! 
declared,  a  most  filthy  and  beastly  lust :  this  Lncius  was  derely  belo- 
ued  of  Aristotimus,  for  the  fiendish  resemblance  and  wicked  nere- 
nesse  of  his  vile  and  abhoininablc  condicions  :  and  therfore  feared 
and  obeied  as  the  tyrante's  owne  person :  for  which  cause  this  Lucius 
sent  one  of  the  3'eomen  of  the  kinge's  chamber  to  commaunde 
Philodemus  at  an  appoynted  hour,  al  excuses  set  apart,  to  bring  his 
daughter  vnto  him.    The   parentes  of  the  mayden  hearing  this 
sodayne  and  fearful   mesuage,  constrayned  by  tyrante's  forse  and 
fatal  necessity,  after  many  tears  and  pittious  sighes,  began  to  per- 
swade  their  daughter  to  be  contented  to  goe  with  him,  declaringe 
vnto  her  the  rigour  of  the  magistrate  that  hadd  sente  for  hir  the 
extremety  that  would  be  executed,  and  that  ther  was  no  other 
remedy  but  to  obay.     Alas,  how   sore  agaynst  their  willes,  with 
what  trembling  gesture,  with  what  horror  the  good  parentes  of 
this  tender  pusill  were  aflfected,  to  consider  the  purpose  of  that 
dreadefull  message,  all  dere  fathers  and  naturall  mothers  can  tell. 
But  this  gentle  mayden  Micca  which  was  of  nature  stoute,  and 
yet  vertuously  lessoned  with  sundry  good  and  holsome  instructions 
from  hir  infante's  age  was  determined  rather  to  dye,  then  to  suffer 
hersolfe  tobedefloured.  This  vertuous  mayden  fell  downe  prostrate 
at  her  father's  feete,  and  clasping  him  fast  about  the  knees,  louingly 
did  pray  him, and  pitifully  besought  him, nottosufferhirto  bee  haled 
to  so  filthy  and  vile  an  oflSce,  but  rathf'r  with  the  piercing  blade  of  a 
two  edged  sword  to  kill  her,  that  therby  she  might  be  rid  from  the 
violation  of  those  fleshly  and  libidinous  varlets,  saying,  that  if 
hir  virginity  were  taken  from  hir,  she  should  liue  in  eternal  re- 
proch  and  shame.     As  the   father   and  daughter  were  in  these 
termes,  Lucius  for  die  long  tariance  and  delay e,  dronke  with  the 
wine  of  lechery,  made  impacient  and  furious,  with  cursed  speede 
posted  to  the  house  of  Fhilodemus,  and   finding  the  maiden   pros- 
trate at   her  father's  feete  weeping,  her  head   in  his  lappe  with 
taunting   voice  and   ihreatning  woordes  commannded  presently 
without  longer  delay  she  should  ryse  und  goe  with  him :  she  re- 
fusing  his  hasty   request,  and  crying  out  for  father's  help,  who 
(God  wot)  durst  not  resist,  stoode  still  and  would  not  goe:  Lucius 
seeing  hir  refusal  ful  of  furie  and  proud  disdaioe,  began  furiously 
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to  bale  hir  by  the  garments,  vpoa  whose  struggliag  he  tare  hir 
kirtle  and  furnitures  of  hir  bead  and  shoulders,  that  hir  alablaster 
necke  and  bosome  appeared  naked,  and  without  compassion  tare 
and  wbipte  hir  flesh  ou  euery  side,  as  the  bloud  ranne  dovvne,  bea- 
ting that  tendre  flesh  of  hirs  with  manifold  and  greuous  blowes. 
O  vile  tirant,  more  wood  and  sauage  than  the  desert  beast  or 
mounlaine  tigre  :  could  cruelty  be  so  deepely  rooted  in  the  hart 
of  man  which  by  nature  is  aflfected  with  reason's  instinct,  as  with- 
out pity  to  lay  handes,  and  violently  to  hurt  the  tendre  body  of  a 
harmlesse  maide?  Cansuchinhumanity  harbor  in  any  that  beareth 
aboute  him  the  sha|>e  of  man  r  But  what  did  this  martyred  maiden 
for  all  this  force  f  Did  she  yeld  to  violence,  or  rendre  hir  self  to  the 
disposition  of  this  mercilesse  man?  No  surely,  but  with  so  great 
sioulnesse  of  mind,  she  suH'red  those  impressed  wounds,  that  no 
one  word  sounding  of  sorrow,  or  womanly  shriech  was  heard  to 
sound  from  hir  delicate  mouth :  howbeit  the  pore  father  and 
miserable  mother  at  that  rueful  and  lamentable  sight,  moued  with 
inward  grief  and  natural  pity,  cried  out  aloude.  But  when  they 
sawc  that  neyther  playnt  nor  fayre  sy>eech  coulde  deliuer  their 
daughter  out  of  the  bands  of  that  cruell  monster,  they  began  with 
open  cryesand  horrible  exclamation  to  implore  helpc  and  succour 
at  ihe  handes  of  the  immortall  gods,  thinking  iliat  they  were  vn- 
worthely  plagcd  and  tormented.  Then  the  proud  and  most  bar- 
barous wretch,  moued  and  disquieted  by  cholers  rage  and  fume  of 
chafinge  wyne,  sodaynly  catched  the  most  constant  virgin  by  the 
hayrc  of  the  bead,  and  in  her  father's  lap  did  cut  her  white  and 
tender  tbiote.  O  detestable  fact,  right  worthy  iust  reuenge.  But 
what  did  this  vnfaythfull  and  crueJl  tyrant  Aristotimus,  when  by 
the  blustering  bruit  of  people's  rage  he  heard  of  this  vengeable 
murder,  not  only  he  shewed  himselfe  contented  wyth  the  fact,  but 
iiad  him  in  greater  regard  than  before,  and  towards  them  which 
made  complaint  hereof,  greater  cruelty  and  mischyefe  was  done 
4nd  executed.  For  in  open  streat,  lyke  beastes  in  the  shambles, 
they  were  cut  and  hewed  in  peeces,  which  seemed  to  murmur  at 
thys  bloudy  and  vnlawfuU  act :  the  rest  were  banished  and  ex- 
pelled the  cytty.  Eight  hundred  of  these  exiled  persons  fled  into 
Etolia  (a  prouince  adioyninge  to  Epirus,  which  now  is  called 
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Albania.)  Those  people  so  banished  out  of  theyr  country,  made 
instant  sute  to  Aristotimus  to  suffer  wyues  and  children  to  re[>ayre 
to  them  :  but  theyr  suite  was  in  va^'ne,  their  peticions  and  sup- 
plycations  seemed  to  be  made  to  the  deafe,  and  dispersed  into  the 
wyndes :  notwithstandinge,  within  tew  dayes  after,  he  caused  by 
sound  of  trumpet  to  be  openly  proclaymed,  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  wyues  and  cliyldren  of  the  banished  to  passe  wyth  their 
baggage  and  furniture  to  theyr  husbands  in  iEtolia.  This  pro- 
clamation was  exceeding  ioyfull  to  al  the  women  whose  husbands 
were  e.xiled,  which  at  the  least  by  common  report  were  the  uunibre 
of  VI.  hundreds:  and  for  more  credite  of  that  proclamation,  the 
wicked  tyrant  did  ordayne,  that  al  the  company  should  depart 
vpon  a  prefixed  day.  In  the  raeane  time,  the  ioyful  wyues  glad 
to  visit  their  poore  husbands,  prepared  horse  and  wagon,  to 
cary  theyr  prouisions.  The  appoynted  day  of  their  departure  out 
of  that  city  being  come,  all  of  theni  assembled  at  a  certayne  gate 
assygned  for  their  repayre,  who  that  time  together  resorted  with 
their  little  children  in  their  hands  beaiiug  vpon  theyr  heads  theyr 
garments  and  furnitures,  some  on  horseback,  and  some  bestowed  in 
the  wagons  according  as  ech  of  theyr  states  required :  when  al 
tilings  wer  in  a  readiuesse  to  depart,  and  the  gate  of  the  city 
opened,  they  began  to  issue  forth.  They  wer  no  soner  gone  out  of 
the  city  walles,  and  had  left  behind  them  the  soile  of  theyr  nati- 
uity,  but  the  tyrants  guard  and  sergeants  brake  vpon  them,  and 
before  they  were  approched  they  cried  out  to  stay  and  go  no 
further  vpon  pain  of  theyr  liues.  So  the  pore  amazed  women, 
contrarry  to  the  promise  of  the  tyrant,  wer  forced  to  retire.  Which 
sodain  countremaund  was  surowful  and  woful  vnto  the  afflicted 
flock :  but  there  was  no  reaiedj',  i'or  procede  they  could  not. 
Then  those  termagants  and  villains  caught  theyr  horse  by  the 
bridles,  and  droue  back  again  theyr  wagons,  pricking  the  pore 
oxen  and  beasts  with  theyr  speares  and  iauelins,  that  horrible  it  is 
to  report  the  tyrany  vsed  towards  man  and  best,  in  such  wyse  as  the 
pore  miserable  women  (God  wot)  conirfiry  to  iheyr  desyres,  were 
forced  in  dispyte  of  theyr  teeth  to  reiourn.  Som  alack  fell  of 
theyr  horse  wyth  theyr  little  babes  in  theyr  lappcs,  and  were 
miserably   troden  vnder   the   horsefeete,  and  uuerrun   with  the 
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VvKeles  of  the  wagons  theyr  brains  and  guts  gushing  out  through 
the  weight  and  combcrance  of  the  cariage,  and  (which  was  most 
pitiful)  one  of  them  not  able  to  help  an  other,  and  much  lesse 
to  rescue  theyr  yong  and  tendre  sucking  babes,  the  vyie  sergeants 
forcing  ech  wight  with  theyr  staues  and  weapons  maugre  theyr 
desirous  minds  to  reenter  the  city.  Many  died  by  the  constrain- 
ed meanes  out  of  liand,  many  wer  troden  vnder  the  horsefeete, 
and  many  gasping  betwene  life  and  death :  but  the  greatest  soart 
of  the  litle  infants  were  slaine  out  of  hand,  and  crusht  in  pyeces : 
those  whych  remayned  alyue,  were  commytted  to  pr}'son,  and  the 
goods  which  they  caryed  wyth  iJjem  altogytherseased  vpon  by  the 
tyrant.  Thys  wycked  and  cruell  facte  was  most  intoUerable  and 
greeuous  vnto  the  cytyzens  of  Elis,  wherevppon  the  holy  dames 
consecrated  to  the  god  Bacchus,  adorned  and  garnyshed  wyth 
theyr  pryestly  garments,  and  bearyng  in  theyr  handes  the  sacred 
mysteryes  of  theyr  god,  as  Aristotimus  was  passyng  through  the 
streete  garded  wyth  hys  souldyers  and  men  of  warre,  wente  in 
processyon  to  fynde  hym  oute.  The  sergeauntes  for  the  reuerence 
of  those  religious  women  disclosed,  and  gaue  them  place  to  enter 
in  before  the  tyrant.  He  seing  those  women  apparelled  in  that 
guise,  and  bearing  in  their  hands  the  sacred  Bachanal  mysteries, 
stoode  stil,  and  with  silence  heard  what  they  could  say :  but  when 
he  knew  the  cause  of  their  approch,  and  that  they  wer  come  to 
make  sute  for  the  poore  imprisoned  women,  sodnlnly  possessed 
with  a  diuelish  rage,  with  horrible  hurly  burly,  bitterly  reprehend- 
ed his  garrison  for  suffering  those  women  to  come  so  neare  him. 
Then  hee  commaunded  that  they  should  be  expelled  from  that 
place  without  respect,  and  condemned  euery  of  them  (for  their 
presuming  to  intreat  for  such  caitiue  prisoners)  in  n.  talents  a 
piece.  After  these  mischiefs  committed  by  the  tyrant,  Hellanicus 
one  of  the  pryncipal  and  best  esteemed  persons  of  the  city,  al> 
though  that  he  was  decrepite,  and  for  age  very  weake  and  feeble, 
cared  not  yet  to  aduenture  any  attempt  what  soeuer,  so  it  might 
extend  to  the  dcliuery  of  his  countrey  from  the  vnspeakable 
tjTanny  of  most  cruel  Aristotimus.  To  this  gray  haired  person, 
wicause  he  was  of  aged  yeares,  void  of  children  which  were  dead, 
tliis  tyrant  gaue  no  great  hede  ne  yet  empioied  any  care,  thinking 
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that  be  was  not  able  to  raise  any  mutine  or  tumult  in  the  city.  In 
the  mean  space,  the  citizens,  which  as  I  haue  sayd  before,  were 
banished  into  Etolia,  practj'sed  atnongs  them  selues  to  proue  their 
fortune,  and  to  seeke  al  meanes  for  recoucry  of  their  countrey, 
and  the  death  of  Aristotimus  :  wherfore  hauing  leuied  and  assem- 
bled certaine  bands  of  souldiers,  they  marched  forth  from  their 
bannished  seat,  and  neuer  rested  till  they  bad  gotten  a  place  hard 
adioyning  to  tiieir  city,  where  they  might  safely  lodge,  and  with 
great  commodity  and  adaantage  besige  the  same,  and  expel  the 
tyrant  Aristotimus.  As  the  bannished  were  incamped  in  that  place, 
many  citizens  of  Elis  daily  fled  forth,  and  ioined  with  them,  by 
reason  of  which  auxiliaries  and  daily  assemblies,  they  grew  to  the 
ful  numbre  of  an  army  :  Aristotimus  certified  hereof  by  his  espials 
was  brought  into  a  great  chafe  and  fury,  and  euen  now  began  to 
presage  his  fall  and  mine:  but  yet  meaning  to  foresee  hys  best 
aduantage,  went  vnlo  the  pryson  where  the  wyues  of  the  banished 
were  fast  inclosed,  and  bicause  he  was  of  a  troublesome  and 
tyrannical  nature,  he  concluded  with  him  self  rather  to  vse  and  in- 
txeat  those  wiues  with  feare  and  threates,  than  with  humanity  and 
fayre  wordes :  being  enired  the  pryson,  hee  sharpely  and  wyth 
great  fiercenesse  commaunded  them  to  write  vnto  their  husbands 
that  besieged  him  without,  earnestly  to  persuade  them  to  giue 
ouer  theyr  attempted  warre :  "  Otherwyse  (sayd  he)  if  ye  do  not 
follow  the  effect  of  my  commaundement,  in  your  own  presence  I 
wil  first  cause  cruelly  to  be  slayne  al  your  little  children,  tearyng 
them  by  piece  meale  in  pieces,  and  aftcrwardes  I  wyll  cause  j-ou 
to  be  whipped  and  scourged,  and  so  to  dye  a  most  cruel  and 
shamefull  death."  At  which  fierce  and  tyrannycall  newcs,  there 
was  no  one  woman  amongs  them  that  opened  iheyr  moulhes  to 
answer  him:  the  most  wycked  and  vile  tyrant  seing  them  to  be 
in  such  silence,  charged  them  vpon  theyr  liues  to  answer  what 
they  were  disposed  to  doe:  but  although  they  durst  not  speake  a 
word,  yet  with  silence  one  beholding  eche  other  in  the  face,  fared 
as  though  they  cared  not  for  hys  threats,  more  ready  rather  to  dye 
than  to  obey  his  comaundement.  Megistona  tiien,  which  was  the 
wife  of  Timolion,  a  matrone  aswcll  for  liir  husband's  nobility  ashir 
owne  vertue,  in  great  regard  and  estimation,  and  the  chief  amongs 
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aJl  the  women,  who  at  his  comming  in  would  not  rise,  hut  kept 
her  place,  nor  vouchsafing  to  doe  any  reuerence  or  honor  vnto 
hym,  and  the  like  she  bad  the  rest:  in  this  wyse  sitting  vpon  the 
ground  with  vnlosed  tongue  and  liberty  of  speach,  stoutly  she 
answered  the  tyrant's  demaund  in  this  manner:  "  If  there  were  in 
thee,  Aristotimus,  any  manly  prudence,  wisedome,  or  good  dis- 
cretion, truly  ihou  wouldest  not  commaund  vs  poore  imprisoned 
women  to  write  vnto  our  husbands,  but  ratlier  suffer  vs  to  goe 
vnto  them,  and  vse  more  moderate  wordes  and  myld  behauiour, 
than  wherewith  of  late  thou  diddest  entertaine  vs,  by  scoffing, 
mocking,  and  cruelly  dealyng  with  vs,  and  oure  pore  children: 
and  if  now  thou  being  voj'd  of  all  hope,  doest  seeke  to  persuade 
by  our  meanes  likewise  to  deceiue  our  husbands,  that  be  come 
hither  to  pat  theyr  lyues  in  peryll  for  our  deliueraunce,  I  assure 
the  thou  vainly  begilest  thy  selfe,  for  wee  henceforth  do  purpose 
neuer  to  bee  deceyued  of  thee:  wee  require  thee  also  tothinke  and 
stedfastly  belceue,  that  our  husbands  heades  bee  not  so  mutch 
bewitched  with  foil}',  as  despysinge  their  w3-ues  and  chj'Idren, 
neglecting  their  duetyes  towards  theui,  wyll,  being  in  this  for- 
wardnesse,  abandon  their  preseruation  and  geeue  ouer  the  liberty 
of  theyr  countrey :  think  also  that  they  little  csteme  or  wey  the 
regard  of  vs,  and  theyr  children,  in  respect  of  the  great  contenta- 
tion  they  shal  attaine  by  vnyoking  the  liberty  of  theyr  countrey 
from  thy  pride  and  intollerable  bondage,  and  which  is  worst  of  al, 
from  that  tyranny  which  neuer  people  felt  the  like :  for  if  thou 
were  a  king  as  thou  art  a  tyrant,  if  thou  were  a  gentleman  borne 
of  noble  kind  as  thou  arte  a  slaue,  procedyng  from  the  dcuil,  thou 
wouldest  neuer  execute  thy  cursed  cruelt}-  against  a  feble  kind, 
such  as  women  be,  and  werest  thou  alone  ioyned  in  singular  combat 
with  my  valyant  and  dere  beloued  husband,  thou  durst  not  hand 
to  hand  to  shew  thy  face  :  for  commonly  it  is  scene,  that  the 
courtly  ruifyan  backed  on  wyth  such  mates  as  he  is  himself,  careth 
not  what  attempt  he  taketh  in  hand,  and  stares  with  hajrre  Tp« 
right,  loking  as  though  he  would  kil  the  deuyll,  but  when  he  is 
preast  to  seruyce  of  the  field,  and  in  order  to  encountre  with  his 
prynce's  foe,  vpon  the  small  sway  by  shocke  or  push  that  chaun- 
cedi  in  the  sight,  he  is  the  first  that  taketh  fiyght,  and  laste  that 
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standeth  to  the  face  of  hys  enaimy.  Such  kind  of  man  art  thou, 
for  so  long  as  our  husbands  wer  farre  of,  absent  firo  thcyr  coun- 
try, not  able  to  rid  vs  from  thy  thral,  thou  wroughtcst  thy  malyce 
then  against  theyr  wyues  at  home,  doyng  the  greatest  cruelty 
towardes  them  and  theyr  suckyng  babes,  that  euer  deuyl  could  do 
vpon  the  damned  sort,  and  now  thou  seest  them  arriued  here  vnder 
our  country  walles,  thou  flycst  and  seekest  help  at  women's  hands, 
whose  power  if  it  serued  them  according  to  their  willes,  would 
make  thee  tast  the  fruit  of  thy  cominyited  smart."  And  as  she 
would  haue  proceded  further  in  hir  liberal  talk,  the  caytife  tyrant 
not  able  to  abyde  any  further  speach,  troubled  beyond  measure, 
presently  commaunded  the  litle  child  of  hir  to  be  brought  before 
him,  as  though  immcdiatly  he  would  haue  kiUed  him,  aud  as  his 
seruants  sought  him  out,  the  mother  espied  him  playing  amongs 
other  children,  not  knowinge  for  his  small  stature  and  lesse  yeres, 
wher  he  was  becom,  and  calling  him  by  his  name,  said  vnto  him  : 
"  My  boy,  come  hither,  that  first  of  al  thou  mayst  lose  thy  life, 
to  feele  the  proufe  and  haue  experience  of  the  cruel  tyranny 
wherin  we  be,  for  more  grieuous  it  is  to  me  to  see  the  serue 
against  the  nobility  of  thy  bloud,  than  dismembred  and  torn  in 
pieces  before  my  face."  As  Megistona  stoutly  and  vnfear- 
fully  had  spoken  those  words,  the  furious  and  angry  tyrant  drew 
forth  his  glistring  blade  out  of  the  sheath,  purposing  to  baueslaine 
the  gentlewoman,  had  not  one  Cilon  the  familiar  freend  of  Aristo- 
timus  stayd  his  hand,  forbidding  him  to  commit  an  act  so  cruel. 
This  Cilon  was  a  fayned  and  counterfayt  frend  of  the  tyrant,  very 
conuersant  with  other  his  familiar  frends,  but  hated  liim  with  deadly 
hatred,  and  was  one  of  ihem  that  with  Hellanicus  had  conspired 
against  the  tyrant.  This  gentleman  then  seeinge  Aristotimus  wyth 
so  great  fury  to  waxe  wood  agaynst  Megistona,  imbraced  him,  and 
sayd,  that  it  was  not  the  part  of  a  gentleman  proceeding  h-om  a 
race  righte  honourable,  by  any  meanes  to  imbrue  hys  handes  in 
woman's  bloud,  but  rather  the  signe  and  token  of  a  cowardly 
knyght,  wherfore  he  besought  him  to  stay  his  hands.  Aristotimus 
persuaded  by  Cilon,  appeased  his  rage,  and  departed  from  the  im- 
prisoned women.  Not  long  after,  a  great  prodige  and  wonder 
appeared  in  this  sort :  before  supper  the  tyrant  and  his  wyfe  with- 
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drae  themselues  into  their  chamber,  and  being  there,  an  egle  was 
seene  to  soare  oucr  the  tyrante's  palace,  and  being  aloft,  by  little 
and  little  to  descend,  and  letting  fal  from  her  tallands  a  huge  and 
great  stone  vpon  the  top  of  that  chamber,  with  clapping  wings  and 
flying  noyse  soared  vp  againe,  so  far  as  she  wascleane  out  of  sight 
from  them  that  did  behold  hir.  With  the  rumor  and  shouts  of 
those  that  saw  tliis  sight,  Aristotimus  was  appalled,  and  vnder- 
standing  the  circumstance  of  the  chauuce,  hee  sent  for  his  diuine 
to  declare  the  signification  of  this  augurje,  which  greatly  troubled 
his  minde.  The  southsayer  bad  him  to  be  of  good  chere,  for  that 
it  did  portend  the  great  fauour  and  loue  which  lupiter  bare  vnto 
him.  But  the  prophet  of  the  city  whom  the  cytizens  had  wel 
tryed  and  proued  to  be  faithfull  and  trusty,  manifested  vnto 
them  the  great  daunger  that  hong  ouer  the  tyrant's  head,  sutch  as 
the  lyke  neuer  before.  The  confederats  which  had  conspired 
wyth  Hellanicus,  made  great  speede  to  prosecute  theyr  enterprise, 
and  the  next  night  to  kil  the  tyrant.  The  very  same  night  Hella- 
nicus dreamed  that  he  saw  his  dead  sonne  to  speake  vnto  him  these 
woords:  "  What  meane  you  father  this  long  tyme  to  sleepe,  I 
am  one  of  your  sonnes  whom  Aristotimus  hath  slayne,  know  you 
not  that  the  same  day  you  attempt  your  enterpryse,  youshalbe  cap- 
taine  and  prince  of  your  country  ?"  By  this  vision  Hellanicus 
confirmed,  he  rose  bytimes  in  the  morninge,  and  exhorted  the  con- 
spirators that  day  to  execute  the  benefit  of  their  country.  That 
time  Aristotimus  was  certified  how  Craterus  the  tyrant  of  another 
citty,  with  a  great  army,  was  comming  to  his  ayde  agaynst  the 
banished  people  of  Elis,  and  that  hee  was  arriued  at  Olympia,  a 
citty  betweene  the  mount  Ossa,  and  the  mountayne  Olympus. 
With  whych  newes  Aristotimus  beinge  incouraged,  thought  al- 
ready that  he  had  put  to  flight  and  uken  the  banished  persons, 
which  made  him  to  aduenture  hymselfe  abroade  wythout  guard  or 
garrison,  accompanied  only  wyth  Cilon  and  one  or  two  of  his  fami- 
liar frendes,  the  very  same  time  that  the  conspiratours  were 
assembled  to  do  the  facte.  Hellanicus  seeing  the  time  so  conue- 
nient  to  deliuer  his  beloued  countrey  by  the  death  of  the  traiterous 
tirant,  not  attending  any  signe  to  be  geuen  to  his  companions 
(although  the  same  was  concluded  vpon)  the  lusty  old  man  liftinge 
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vp  his  bandes  and  eyes  vnto  the  heauens,  with  cleare  and  open 
voyce  cried  out  to  his  companions  and  sayd  :  "  Why  stay  yee,  O 
my  cityzens  and  louinge  countrymen,  in  the  face  of  your  citty  to 
finish  this  good  and  commendable  act  ?"  At  whych  words,  Cilon 
was  the  first  which  with  his  brandishing  blade  killed  one  of  those 
that  way  ted  vpon  the  tirant.  Thrasibulus  then  and  Larapidus 
assayled  Aristotioius,  vpon  whose  sodayne  approche,  he  fled  into 
the  temple  of  Inpiter,  where  hee  was  murdred  with  a  thousand 
wounds  vpon  his  body,  accordingly  as  he  deserued.  He  beinge 
thus  deseruedly  slayne,  his  body  was  drawen  vp  and  downe  the 
streetes,  and  proclamation  of  liberty  sounded  vnto  the  people : 
whereunto  ech  wyght  assembled,  amonges  whom  the  imprisoned 
women  also  brake  forth,  and  reioysed  with  their  countrey  deli- 
uerers  of  that  egregious  enterprise,  by  fires  and  bankets  outwardly 
disclosinge  their  exceedinge  great  ioy  wythin,  and  in  mid  of  their 
mirth  the  people  in  great  tlironges  and  companies  ranne  to  die 
tyrant's  palace,  whose  wyfe  hearinge  the  people's  noyse,  and  certi- 
fied of  her  husband's  death,  inclosed  her  selfe  in  a  chamber  with 
her  two  daughters,  and  knowinge  how  hatefuli  she  was  vnto  the 
citizens,  with  a  fastned  cord  vpon  a  beame  she  hong  hir  selfe. 
The  chamber  dores  being  brok  open,  the  people  viewed  the  horri- 
ble sight  of  the  strangled  lady,  wherewithal!  not  mooued  they 
tooke  the  two  tremblinge  daughters  of  the  tyrant,  and  caryed 
them  away,  purposinge  to  rauish  and  violate  the  same,  firste  to 
saciate  their  lust  with  the  spoyle  of  tlieire  virginitye,  and  after- 
wardes  to  kyll  ihem  (those  gentlewomen  were  very  beautiful  and 
mariageable)  and  as  they  were  about  to  do  that  shamefull  deede, 
Megistona  was  tolde  thereof,  who  accompanied  with  other  matrons 
sharpelye  rebuked  theire  furye  sayinge:  that  vncomely  it  were 
for  them  which  sought  to  establishc  a  ciuill  state,  to  do  such  a 
shameles  act  as  tyrant's  rage  would  scarce  permit.  Vpon  that 
noble  matron's  auctoritye  and  interception,  they  ceassed  from  their 
filthy  fact:  and  then  the  woman  tookc  the  virgins  out  of  the 
people's  handcs,  and  brought  them  into  the  chamber  where  there 
strangled  mother  was.  And  vnder  standing  howc  it  was  decreedc 
that  none  of  the  tyrante's  bloude  should  rest  a  Hue:  shee  turned  her 
face  to  the  two  yonge  gentlewomen,  and  sayde :  "  The  chiefest 
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pleasure  which  I  can  do  vnto  you,  restetb  in  this  choyse,  that  it 
shall  be  lauful  for  eytherof  you  to  chose  what  kind  of  death  you 
list,  by  knyfe  or  halter,  if  yon  wil  to  dispatch  your  Hues  from  the 
headles  peoples  grealter  fury,  vppon  whose  two  whyte  and  tender 
bodyes  if  they  do  seaze  the  goddes  do  knowe  and  we  do  fcare  the 
cruelty  and  great  abuse  which  they  do  mean  to  vse,  I  thinke  not 
for  despyte  of  you,  but  for  the  iust  reuenge  of  your  most  crucU 
father's  actes,  for  the  tyrannous  life  of  whom  the  goddes  do  thun- 
der downe  the  boltes  of  their  displeasure,  afflicting  his  nearest 
blood  and  bestbeloued  wyfc  and  children,  with  vengeance  poured 
from  heauens."  Vppon  the  sentence  of  this  the  fatall  ende,  the 
elder  mayden  of  the  twayne  vtilosed  a  gyrdle  from  her  middle, 
and  began  to  tye  the  same  to  hang  hir  selfe,  exhorting  her  yonger 
sister  to  do  the  lyke:  and  in  any  wise  to  beware  by  sparing  of  her 
life,  to  incur  the  beastly  rage  of  the  monstruous  people,  which 
cared  not  to  do  ech  vile  and  filthy  act,  vnworthy  theyr  estate. 
The  yonger  sister  at  those  wordes,  layd  handes  vpon  the  fastened 
corde,and  besought  hirrighte  earnestly  first  of  al  to  sufier  hir  to  die. 
Wherevnto  the  elder  aunswered  :  "  So  long  as  it  was  lawfull  for 
me  to  liae,  and  whiles  we  led  our  princely  time  in  our  father's 
courte,  and  both  were  free  from  enimie'sdanger,  all  things  betwene 
vs  two  were  common  and  iiidifl'erent,  wherefore  the  gods  forbid 
(that  now  the  gates  of  death  be  opened  for  vs  to  enter,  when 
with  the  ghostes  of  our  deere  parentes  our  sonles  amids  the  infer- 
nall  fieldes  be  predestined  to  raunge  and  wander)  that  I  shoulde 
make  denyall  of  thy  request.  Therfore  goe  to  good  sister  mine, 
and  shrink  not  when  thou  seest  the  vgly  face  of  her,  that  must 
consume  vs  all :  but  yet  (dere  sister)  the  deadly  sight  of  thee 
before  my  selfe,  will  breede  to  me  the  woe  and  smart  of  double 
death."  When  she  had  so  sayd,  she  yelded  the  coJler  to  her  sister, 
and  counselled  hir  to  place  the  same  so  neere  the  necke  bone  as 
shee  could,  that  the  sooner  the  halter's  force  might  stop  her  breath. 
When  the  vnfearefull  yonger  sister  was  dead,  the  trembling  hands 
of  the  dredlesse  elder  maid  vntied  the  girdle  from  her  neck,  couer- 
ing  in  comely  wise  her  senslesse  corps.  Then  turning  hir  self  to 
Megistona,  she  humbly  prayd  hir  not  to  suffer  their  two  bodies  to 
be  seeue  naked,  but  so  sone  as  she  could,  to  bury  them  both  in  one 
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earthly  graue,  refeiring  the  frates  of  their  virginity  to  the  mould 

wherof  they  came.    When  she  bad  spoken  these  wordes,  without 

any  stay  or  feare  at  all,  with  the  selfe  same  corde  she  strangled 

herselfe  and  so  finished  her  fatal  dayes.    The  guiltlesse  death  of 

which  two  tender  maydes  there  was  none  of  the  citizens  of  Elis 

(as  I  suppose)  so  stonye  hearted  and  voyde  of  nature's  force,  ne 

yette  so  wrothe  agaynst  the  tyrant  father,  but  did  lament,  as  wel 

for  the  constant  stoutenes  and  manner  of  their  death,  as  for  their 

maydenlyke  behauiour  and  right  honest  petitions  made  to  that 

noble  matrone  Megisthona,  who  afterwardes  caused  the  other 

dames  to  bury  those  two  bodyes  in  one  graue.    O  how 

happy  and  famous  had  these  two  sisters  bene,  if  they 

had  not  bene  the  daughters  of  so  wicked  and 

cruell  a  father?    But  parentes  offence  or 

childrens  trespas  ought  not  to  deface 

the  vertuous  dedes  of  their 

posterity. 
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THE  SIXTH  NOUELL. 

The  maruaiflous  courage  and  ambition  of  a  gent/ee'oman  called 
Tanaqvil,  the  qiteene  and  wife  of  Tarqviniv$  Priicvs  the  fj} 
Roman  king,  with  his  persuasions  and poNiit/  to  hir  hushande  for 
his  aduauncement  to  the  kingdom,  her  ti/ke  encouragement  of 
Servivt  TvUivt,  wherein  also  is  described  the  ambition  of  one  of 
the  ii.  daughters  of  Sen'ivs  Ttllivs  the  si  it  Roman  king,  and  her 
cruelty  towards  her  mcnc  natural  father :  with  other  accidents 
chaunced  in  the  new  erected  common  welth  of  Rome,  specially  of 
the  last  Romane  king  Tartp:inivs  STperbvn,  who  tcith  murder  at' 
teined  the  kingdome,  with  murder  mat/nteined  it,  aiul  by  the  mur- 
der and  insolent  lyfc  of  his  sonne  was  with  al  his  progeny  banished. 

Lmccs  Mahcics  beynge  the  fourthe  kiagfafter  Romulus  the  first 
builder  of  that  cittye)  there  came  to  dwell  in  Rome  one  Lucumo, 
a  lusty  gentleman,  ryche  and  desirous  of  honour,  who  determined 
to  continue  bis  habitation  there.  The  same  Lucumo  was  the  son 
of  one  Demaratus,  a  Corinthian,  that  for  sedition  fled  bis  owne 
countrye,  and  dwelt  in  Hetruria  amonge  the  stocke  of  the  Tar- 
qnines:  and  after  he  was  maried  he  begat  ti.  sons,  one  of  them 
was  this  Lucumo,  and  the  other  was  called  Aruns.  Lucumo  was 
heire  to  his  father,  for  that  Aruns  died  before  leauing  his  wife 
gret  with  child,  the  iather  not  knowing  that  his  daughter  in  law 
was  with  child,  gaue  nothing  in  his  wil  to  his  nephew :  for  which 
cause  the  child  was  called  Aruns  Egerius  Lucumo  being  the  sole 
heire  of  his  father,  maried  a  noble  woman  named  Tanaquil,  and 
bicause  the  Thuscans  could  not  abide  to  see  a  straunger  grow  to 
abundance  of  welth  and  authoritie,  shee  despised  hir  owne  coun- 
trey  rather  than  she  would  suflfer  her  husband  in  any  wise  to  be 
dishonoured.  Wherfore  she  deuysed  to  forsake  the  Tarquinians 
and  to  dwel  at  Rome,  where  she  thoughte  among  that  honourable 
lorte  and  new  rcrected  state  that  her  husband  beyng  stout 
and  valiant  should  attaync  some  place  of  resiaunce.  For  she 
called  to  remembrance  that  Tatius  the  Sabine,  Numa  borne 
of  the    Btocke   of   Cureles    and    Ancus,   broughte  forthe    by   a 
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Sabine  woman  all  straungers,  did  rayne  and  became  noble  and 
mightye.  Thus  ambicion  and  desire  of  iionoure  easily  doth  per- 
swade  any  deuyse:  wherfore  carving  with  them  all  their  substance 
tbey  repaired  to  Rome.  Itchaunced  when  they  came  to  lanicu- 
him,  as  he  and  his  wife  were  sitting  in  a  wagon,  an  eagle  hoouer- 
inge  hir  wings  ouer  Lucumo,  sodeuly  toke  away  his  cappe,  which 
don  she  soared  ouer  the  Wagon  with  great  force,  then  she  retourn- 
ed  againe,  as  though  he  had  bene  commaunded  by  some  celestyall 
prouidence,  and  aptly  placed  his  cappe  againe  vpon  his  head,  and 
then  soared  away  vp  into  the  element.  Tanaquil  conceiuing  this 
act  to  be  some  augurie  or  prophecie,  being  cunning  in  that  know- 
Icdg  (as  commonly  all  the  people  of  Helruria  be)  imbraced  hir 
husband  and  willed  him  to  be  of  good  cheere  and  to  expect  great 
honour.  And  as  they  were  yraagining  and  consulting  vpon  these 
euentes,  they  entrcd  the  city,  and  when  they  had  gotten  a  house 
for  him  and  his  family,  he  was  called  Tarquinius  Priscus.  His 
riches  and  great  welth  made  him  a  noble  man  amongcs  the  Ro- 
manes, and  through  his  gentle  entertainment  and  curteous  beha- 
uioure,  he  wanne  the  good  willes  of  man}',  in  so  much  as  his  fame 
and  good  reporte  was  bruted  through  out  the  pallace.  At  length 
he  grew  in  acquaintance  with  the  king  him  sclfe,  who  seeing  his 
liberall  demeanor  and  duetifull  scruice,  esteemed  him  as  one  of 
his  familiar  and  nere  firends,  and  both  in  bis  warres  and  also  at 
home  he  imparted  to  him  the  secrets  of  his  counsell,  and  hauing 
good  experience  of  his  wisedom,  by  his  laste  will  and  testament 
appointed  him  to  be  tutor  of  his  chilchren.  Aucus  raigned  xxiiii. 
yeres,  aman  in  peace  and  warre,  in  pollicy  and  valiance  with  any  of 
his  predecessours  comparable:  his  children  were  very  yong,  and  for 
that  cause  Tarquinius  was  more  instant  to  summon  a  parliament 
for  creation  of  a  kyng.  When  the  day  was  come  he  sente  the 
young  children  abroade  a  huntyng,  and  then  ambiciously  presum- 
ed to  demaunde  the  kyngdome,  beinge  the  first  that  euer  attempt- 
ed the  like.  For  the  better  conciliation  and  obteynyng  of  the 
peoples  good  will,  hec  vttered  his  oration:  "  J  do  not  presume  to 
require  a  siraunge  or  newe  thynge:  that  was  neuer  before  put  in 
practyse,  nor  yet  am  the  first,  but  the  third  stranger  and  foraine 
borne  that  affected  and  aspired  this  gouenuuent :  for  which  con- 
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sideration  there  is  no  cause  why  any  man  ought  to  muse  or  mar- 
aell  more  than  behoueth.  It  is  euidently  knowen  that  Tatius,  not 
onely  being  a  stranger  but  also  an  ennemy,  was  made  icing.  Numa 
also  was  made  Icing,  being  altogether  a  forraTne  and  stranger 
borne,  not  through  his  owne  request,  but  rather  voluntarily  accited 
and  called  thereunto  by  the  Romaynes:  but  for  my  parte,  after  I 
was  able  to  goueme  my  selfe,  I  repayred  to  dwell  at  Rome  with 
my  wyfe,  my  children,  and  all  my  substance,  where  I  haue  spent 
the  chiefest  porcion  of  my  lyfe,  specially  after  it  was  mature  and 
able  to  executf  ciuile  magistery,  which  I  chose  rather  to  bestowe 
at  Rome  than  at  home  in  myne  owne  country.  I  haue  learned 
the  Romane  rites  and  lawcs,  aswell  sutch  as  be  meete  to  serue 
abroade  in  the  warres,  as  also  necessary  to  be  practised  at  hoame, 
at  the  handcs  of  mine  olde  maister  Ancus  Martius  your  late  king, 
a  mayster  right  worthy  and  famous  in  all  poynctes  to  bee  follow- 
ed :  1  shewed  myselfe  an  humble  and  obedient  subiect  to  the 
kyng  and  in  frendship  and  familiarity  toward  dthers,  I  contended 
with  the  kyng  himselfe."  When  he  had  spoken  those  woordes, 
which  in  deede  were  very  true,  wyth  the  whole  consent  of  the 
people,  he  was  saluted  kynge :  and  as  all  thynges  succeeded  his 
noble  request,  eucn  so  after  bee  was  settled  in  hys  kyngdome,  hee 
Ijaue  himselfe  to  amplifie  the  common  wealth:  he  chose  an  hun- 
dred graue  persons,  wh^ch  he  called  the  fathers  of  the  lesser  coun- 
Uyet.  He  warred  first  with  the  Latines,  and  wan  the  citty  of 
Appiolas,  who  bryngyng  from  thence  a  greater  spoyle  and  booty 
than  was  looked  for,  ordayned  richer  and  more  gorgeous  playes 
than  any  of  hys  predecessours :  hee  buyldcd  certayne  galleries  and 
other  places  of  assembly  aboute  the  Forum,  hee  walled  the  city 
round  about  wyth  stone :  and  as  he  was  doing  these  things,  the 
Sabines  interuented  him  vpon  the  sodayne,  in  so  much  as  they 
were  passed  the  ryuer  of  Anicnes  before  the  Romane  hoste  was 
iu  a  rcadynesse :  whych  was  an  occasion  of  great  feare  and  styrre 
at  Rome.  In  the  ende  after  the  battayles  were  ioyned  betweene 
them  both,  a  cruell  and  blouddy  slaughter  was  commytted,  the 
victorye  falling  to  neylhcr  parte.  Then  the  Romanes  sought 
meanes  to  renue  thcyr  force,  by  addyng  to  theyr  annye  a  further 
bande  of  horsemen.  Wherefore  Tartiuinius  sent  to  the  Ram- 
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menses,  Titienscs,  Luceres;  to  the  bandes  that  Romulus  had  con- 
scribed,  hee  added  other  new  troupes  of  liorsemen,  purposing  liiat 
the  same  should  contynue  in  inemorye  of  him  after  hys  death : 
and  bicause  Romulus  dyd  the  same  without  aduyse  of  the  south- 
sayers,  one  Accius  Nauius,  the  notabiest  prophecier  in  those  dayes, 
wythstode  that  constitutyon,  affyrmyng  that  it  was  not  lawfull 
for  him  eyther  to  appoynt  a  newe  order  or  to  alter  the  olde,  except 
the  byrdes  and  auguries  did  assent  thereunto :  wherewith  the 
kynge  was  displeased  and  deluding  that  scyence,  said:  "  Go  to 
M.  Southsayer:  tell  me  now"  (quod  he)  "  is  it  possible  to  bring 
that  to  passe  which  I  haue  now  conceiued  in  my  mynd  i"  "  Yea," 
qnod  the  southsayer,  "  if  you  tel  me  what  it  is."  "  Then"  quod 
Tarquinius, "  1  haue  deuised  that  thou  shake  pare  thine  owne 
skin  with  a  raser :  therfore  take  thys  knyfe  and  doe  as  tliy  bjrdes 
doe  portend  and  signifie."  And  as  it  was  reported  hee  pared  his 
owne  skin  in  deede:  in  memory  whereof  an  image  of  Accius  was 
erected,  with  his  head  couered  :  after  that  tyme  there  was  nothing 
attempted  without  those  auguries.  Notwithstandyng,  Tarquinius 
proceeded  in  hys  constytutyou,  and  added  to  the  Centurias  an 
other  number,  for  that  m.d.ccc.  horsemen  wer  conteyned  in  the 
three  Centuriaj :  the  latter  addytion  was  called  also  by  the  same 
name,  whych  afterward  were  doubled  into  vi.  Centurias.  When 
hys  numbre  was  thus  increased,  once  agaync  hee  ioyned  battell 
wyth  the  Sabincs,  who  by  a  notable  pollicy  recouered  a  great 
victory :  and  bicause  the  Sabines  doubled  a  fresh  onset  without 
any  order  of  battell  or  good  aduysement,  they  were  ouerthrowen, 
and  then  constrained  to  make  petition  for  peace  :  the  city  of  Col- 
latia,and  the  country  confining  vpon  the  same,  was  taken  from  the 
Sabincs.  The  Sabine  warres  beingc  in  this  sorte  ended,  Tarqui- 
njns  in  tryumphaunt  maner  retourned  to  Rome.  At  that  time  a 
prodyge  and  myraculous  wonder  chatmced  to  bee  scene  in  the 
palace.  The  head  of  a  chyld  whose  name  was  Seruius  Tullius 
lying  a  slepe  in  the  palace,  was  scene  to  bum.  The  k3'ng  was 
brought  to  see  that  myracle :  and  as  one  of  his  seruaunls  was 
going  to  fetch  water  to  quench  the  fire,  he  was  stayed  by  the 
queene,  who  commaunded  thai  the  child  should  not  once  be 
touched  vntyll  he  awaked  of  hymselfe :  and  so  soone  as  hee  rose 
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from  sleepe,  the  fire  vanyshed:  then  she  tooke  hir  husbande  aside, 
and  sayd  ;  "  Doe  you  see  this  chyld  whom  we  haue  very  basely  and 
negligently  brought  vp  ?  I  assure  you  sir  (sayd  she)  he  wil  be  the 
onely  safegard  and  defender  of  this  our  doubtfull  state,  and  will  be 
the  preseruer  of  our  houshold  wiien  it  is  aflycted:  wherefore  letvs 
make  much  of  him,  that  is  lyke  to  be  the  ornament  and  a  worthy 
stay  to  all  our  famyly."  After  that  they  had  accompted  him 
amougs  the  number  of  thej-r  chyldren,  and  traded  him  vp  in  those 
arts,  which  excyte  all  good  dispositions  to  aspyre  vnto  honour,  the 
pleasure  of  the  gods  appeared  in  shorte  lyme:  for  the  child  grew 
to  a  royall  behauior,  in  so  much,  as  among  all  the  Romane  youth 
there  was  none  more  meete  to  mary  the  daughter  of  Tarquinius. 
This  SeruiusTullius,  was  the  sonne  of  one  SeruiusTullius  that  was 
a  captaine  of  a  towne  called  Corniculum,  at  the  apprehension 
whereof,  it  chaunced  that  the  sayd  Tullius  the  father  was  slayne, 
leauing  his  wife  great  with  child:  the  mother  being  a  captiue  and 
bondwoman  was  delyuered  of  hir  child  at  Rome,  in  the  house  of 
Priscus  Tarquinius.  After  Tarquinius  had  raigned  xxxvtii.  yeres, 
theyong  man  began  to  grow  to  great  honor  and  estimation,  aswell 
with  the  kinge  himselfe,  as  also  with  the  fathers.  Then  the 
Romanes  conceiued  a  hateful  indignation  against  the  king,  for 
that  he  being  put  in  trust  to  be  the  tutor  an<l  gouernourof  Ancus 
children,  displaced  them  from  theyrryght  inheritance,  and  special- 
ly for  that  he  himself  was  a  stranger,  fearyng  also  that  the  king- 
dome  should  not  return  again  to  the  election  of  themselues,  but 
degenerat  and  grow  into  seruile  bondage.  They  also  caled  to  re- 
membrance, that  the  city  continued  one  hundred  yeres  after  the 
sublation  of  Romulus,  an  intier  kingdonie  within  one  city,  and  that 
it  was  a  shame  for  them  to  sufler  a  bondeuian,  borne  of  seruile 
kind,  to  possesse  the  same,  and  would  redounde  to  their  perpetuall 
ignomie,  hauing  the  progenie  of  Ancus  aliue,  to  suffer  the  same  to 
be  open  to  stiangers,  and  bondmen:  wherefore  they  determined  to 
defend  the  griefe  of  that  iniury,  and  to  be  reuenged  rather  vpoa 
Tarquinius,  than  vpon  Seruius.  Iti  fine,  they  committed  the  exe- 
cution of  that  fact  to  two  shepherds  chosen  out  for  that  purpose : 
who  deuised  this  poUicy :  before  the  entry  into  the  palace 
they  fell  togyihcr  by  the  eares,  vpon  whych  fray  al  the  kinge's 
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officers  assembled  and  repaired  thither  to  know  the  cause  of  theyt 
falling  out,  when  they  were  parted,  they  appealed  fo  the  king, 
with  such  exclamation  as  they  were  heard  to  the  palace:  beyng 
called  before  the  king,  both  of  them  fell  to  brauling,  and  one  of 
them  striued  of  purpose  to  hinder  the  tale  of  the  other.  The  king's 
sergeant  rebuked  them,  commaunding  them  to  tel  iheyr  tales  in 
order:  when  they  were  a  lyitle  quieted,  one  of  them  beginneth 
to  discourse  the  tale.  And  as  the  king  was  attentife  to  heare  the 
plaintif,  the  other  tooke  vp  a  hatchet  and  threw  it  at  the  kyng, 
and  leauing  thee  weapon  stickinge  in  the  wound,  they  conueyed  i 
theymselues  out  of  the  dores.  Those  that  wayted  vpon  the  kyoge, 
made  hast  to  releeue  him,  and  the  scrgeantes  followed  to  appre-j 
hend  the  malefactors.  Wyth  that  a  hurly  burly  rose  amongs  the 
people,  euery  man  maruelltnge  what  the  matter  shoulde  be.  Tana- 
quil  commaunded  the  palace  gates  to  be  shut,  and  seeketh  remedy 
to  cure  her  husband,  as  though  some  hope  fayled  of  his  recouerj', 
she  called  Seruius  before  her  (whych  maried  her  daughter)  and  shew- 
ed vnto  him  her  dead  husband,  holdinge  him  fast  by  the  right 
hande,  shee  intreated  hym  that  he  would  not  suffer  the  death  of 
his  father  in  the  law  to  be  vnreuenged,  to  the  intent  he  might  not 
be  ridiculous  to  the  traytours,  saying  to  him  further  these  wordes : 
"  If  thou  bee  a  man  of  thy  handes  (O  Seruius)  the  kyngdome  is 
thyne  and  not  theirs,  which  thus  cruelly  by  the  handes  of  other 
hauc  committed  ihys  abhominable  fact :  wherefore  put  forth  thy 
self,  and  the  gods  be  thy  guide:  for  they  did  portend  this  noble 
head  to  be  the  gouernor  of  this  city,  at  such  tyme  as  they  circum- 
fused  the  same  with  a  fire  descending  from  aboue.  Let  that  hea- 
uenly  flame  excite  thy  courage :  be  throughly  awaked :  we  beyng 
straungers  sometimes  haue  raigned.  Thinke  and  consider  what 
thou  art,  and  not  from  whence  thou  earnest:  if  thestrangenesseof  the 
case  do  affray  the,  my  counsel  from  time  to  lime  shall  relieue  thee." 
The  cry  and  stirre  of  the  people  being  vnmesurablc,  that  one 
could  scarse  heare  an  other,  Tanatjuill  opened  the  windowes  that 
had  their  prospect  to  the  new  way  (for  the  king  dwelt  at  the 
temple  of  lupiter  Stator)  and  then  sjiake  to  them  in  thyswyse: 
"  Be  of  good  cheere(good  people)  the  king  is  but  amazed  with  the 
sodainesse  of  the  stroke,  the  wound  is  not  very  deepe,  for  euea 
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novre  he  is  come  agayne  to  hyin  selfe,  and  tlic  wounde  being 

opened    and   dressed,  there  is  good  hope  of  life :  I  Irast  within 

these  fewe  dayes  j'ou  shall  sec  hym  :  in  the  meane  lime,  I  pray 

you  to  shewe  your  obedyenceto  Seruius  Tullius,  who  is  appointed 

to  execute  the  lawes,  and  to  doe  all  other  afTayres  in  the  absence 

of  my  husbande."    Seruius  occupyinge  the  state  and  autlioritye  of 

the  kyng,  executed  the  lawes  in  some  cases,  and  in  other  some 

made  the  people  beleuc  that  he  would  consult  with  the  king  him 

selfe.    Tiie  death  of  the  king  was  concealed  and  kept  close  a  cer- 

taine  space  til  such  tyme  as  Seruius  hud  gathered  his  force  about 

him.    After  the  death  of  the  kynge  was  disclosed,  Seruius  beinge 

garded  with  a  strong  garrison,  toke  vppon  him  to  be  king,  not  by 

the  consente  of  the  people,  but  by  the  will  of  the  fathers.     The 

children   of  Ancus  vnderstanding   that  the  kyng  was  aliue,  and 

that  Seruius  power  and  force  was  greate,  conueyed  theinselues  in 

exile  to  Suessa  Pometia:  and  leaste   the  children  of  Tarquinius 

should  attempte  lyke  enterpryse  against  him,  as  the  children  of 

Ancus  did  aguj'nst  Tarquinius,  hee  maryed  it.  of  his  (laughters  to 

Lucius  and  Aruns  the  chyldren  of  Tarquinius.     But  yeuihe  deuisc 

of  man  could  not  breake  the  necessity  of  fate  and  constellatyon, 

for  the  hatred  conceiued  in  desire  of  ambicious  gouernment,  made 

all  thyngs   vnstable  and  vnfaythfull  amongs  domestical  frends: 

but  yet  to  quyet  and  pacyfve  the  present  tyme,  warre  was  renued 

with  the  Veientes,  and  other  cytycs  of  Hetruria:  wherein  the 

fortune  and  valiance  of  Tullius  excelled  :  for  when  he  had  giuen 

an  ouerthrow  to  the  ennimy,  least  the  people's  and  fathers  guod  wil 

should  be  withdrawne,  heretourned  toRome:  who  then  attempted 

and  broughte  to  passe  a  notable  worke  in  the  common  wealth.    He 

iiiHituted  a  certainc  yerely  taxe  and  reuenew,  to  satisfie  and  dig-. 

charge  all  charges  susleined  in  the  time  of  peace  and  warre,  with 

sundry  other  notable  lawes  and  deuises  for  the  defence  of  the  pub- 

lique  state.    After  that  he  had  mustered  the  whole  numbre  of  the 

citizens  in  the  field  called  Martius,  the  same  amounted  to  lxxx.m. 

and  as  Fabius  Pictor  saith,  there  were  so  many  that  were  able  to 

))eare  armure.  Then  the  hilles  Quirinalis,  Vimiualis  and  Exquilise, 

were  added  to  the  city.    He  compassed  the  town  round  about  wylh 

«  vamiire,  enuirooyng  the  same  with  a  double  trench.  He  deuyded 


TWO    ROMANE    QUEEN  ES. 


the  Romanes  into  v.  bandes  called  classes,  and  into  centurias, 
wliych  bee  bandes  of  an  hundred  men.  He  also  builded  a  temple 
to  Diana,  with  the  helpe  and  assistance  of"  the  Latine  people. 
Amongs  the  Sabines  there  cliaunced  an  oxe  in  the  lioUise  of  an 
husbande  man  to  bee  bruughte  forth,  of  an  huge  bignesse  and 
marucllous  shape  (the  homes  wherof  were  placed  at  the  porche  of 
Diana's  temple  for  a  monument  long  time  after.)  The  south- 
saj'Crs  prophecied,  that  where  the  same  oxe  shouide  be  first  sacri- 
ficed to  Diana,  there  the  chycfe  empire  and  principall  gouerne- 
ment  should  reinaiiie  :  which  piophecic  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  chycfe  minister  of  Diana  hir  temple.  One  of  the  Sabin's  ex- 
pecting for  a  day  mete  to  be  employed  in  that  sacrifice,  brought 
the  sayde  o.ve  to  Rome  to  the  temple  of  Diana,  placing  the  same 
before  the  altar.  The  chiefe  minister  calling  to  remembrance  the 
oracle,  and  saw  that  the  grealnesse  of  that  sacrifice  should  be 
famous,  spake  to  the  Sabine  these  wordes:  "  What  dost  thou 
meane  (thou  impure  straunger)  to  prepare  sacrifice  to  Diana, 
before  thou  bee  purified  and  clcnsed  in  the  lyuelye  riuer  of  Tyber? 
Here  belowe  in  this  valley  the  sayde  riuer  doth  runne:  go  get 
the  hence  and  wash  the."  The  Sabine  attached  with  a  religious 
fearc,  goeth  downe  to  the  riuer,  and  wliile  he  is  washing  himselfe 
a  Romane  doth  ofler  the  sacrifice,  wliich  was  right  acceptable 
both  to  the  kyng  and  his  country.  The  king  althoughe  that 
of  longe  lyme  he  had  raigned,  yet  vndcrstoode,  that  the  elder 
Tnrquinius  which  was  maried  to  one  of  his  daugbters,  did  bragg 
and  report  eftsones  that  his  father  in  Jaw  obteined  the  gouernment 
and  kingdom  without  the  consent  of  the  people:  wherfore  the  king 
through  his  lyberalyty  by  dyuyding  the  conquest  atchycued  of  the 
ennymye  amongs  the  common  people,  conciliated  theyr  fauorand 
good  wils :  in  so  much  as  he  affirmed  that  he  would  raign  in  des- 
pite of  them  all,  and  that  there  was  no  king  at  any  tyme  that  raigned 
with  a  more  general!  consent :  all  whych  did  notiiing  diminish  the 
hope  and  desire  of  Tarquinius.  He  had  a  brother  whose  name  was 
Aruns,  being  of  a  quiet  and  gentle  disposition.  Both  they  mar- 
ried two  of  the  king's  daughters,  which  w  crc  of  manners  anti  con- 
ditions very  vnlike.  The  yonger  daughter  being  the  wife  of  Aruns, 
the  sharper  shrewe,  and  fiercer  of  nature,  seeing  that  hir  husbande 
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was  nothing  giuea  or  plyant  to  match  with  hir  vngracious  deuice 
or  ambiciouB  stomack,  attempted  hir  brother,  whose  condicion  was 
correspondent  to  hirs,  and  sayd  vnto  him,  that  he  was  a  man  in 
deede,  and  one  worthy  to  be  accompted  to  be  borne  and  proceede 
of  the  bloud  royall.  Then  she  began  to  contemne  hir  sister,  for 
that  she  hauing  such  a  man  to  hir  husbande,  would  sufTor  him  to 
neglect  so  meete  and  iust  occasion  for  recouery  of  the  kingdom. 
Their  natures  being  of  one  disposition,  as  commonly  one  myschyefe 
procuretii  an  other,  al  things  began  to  be  disquieted  throughe  the 
attempt  of  that  vngracious  woman.  To  be  shorte,  they  two  de- 
uysed  meanes,  that  Aruns  hys  brother,  and  the  elder  Tiillia  hir  sis- 
ter were  slain :  which  done,  they  two  maried  together.  The  wicked 
woman  ceased  not  daylye  to  animate  and  prouoke  hir  husbande 
from  one  parricide  to  an  other.  And  araongs  all  hir  wicked  talke 
and  cruel  instigations,  she  vscd  these  words:  "  If  thou  be  that 
man  vnto  whom  I  tiiinke  I  am  maryed,  then  I  wil  call  the  both 
husband  and  king :  but  if  thou  bee  not  hee,  then  the  alteratyon  is 
chaunged  to  the  worse,  and  cruelty  is  matched  with  cowardise. 
But  why  doest  thou  not  put  thy  selfe  in  a  readinesse  .'  Why  thou 
commest  not  nowe  from  Corintlie,  or  from  the  Hetrurian  Tar- 
qujnes,  to  atchieue  and  conquere  newe  kingdoms  as  thy  father  did. 
The  familiar  gods  and  the  gods  of  thy  countrey,  the  nobility  of  thy 
father,  and  thy  royal  bloud,  thy  stately  seate  within  thine  own 
house,  and  thy  name  Tarquinius,  do  create  and  make  kyng.  But 
if  in  al  these  occasions  thou  dost  wante  stomacke,  why  dost  thou 
make  the  whole  citye  conceyuc  a  false  opinion  of  thee?  Why 
dost  tliou  not  shewe  thy  selfe  to  be  the  sonnc  of  a  king  i  Auoide 
hence  I  say,  and  go  to  theTarquinians,  or  to  Corinth,  retire  again 
to  thy  firstc  lynage:  thou  dost  rather  resemble  thy  brother's  effe- 
minate hart,  than  the  valiant  stomacke  of  thy  father."  With  these 
wordes  and  sutch  like,  she  pricked  forward  hir  husbande,  and  shee 
hir  self  could  in  no  wise  bee  quiet.  Then  Tarquinius  went  forth 
to  the  fathers  of  the  lesser  countries,  and  called  to  theyr  remem- 
braunce  the  benefites  vnto  them  by  hys  father  extended,  desiring 
the  like  to  bee  shewed  and  rendred  vnto  hym,  he  allured  the 
yonger  sort  of  the  city  by  giftes  and  other  lyberall  rewardes, 
promising  them  if  he  atteined  his  purpose,  more  frankly  to  recom- 
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pence  them.  By  this  meaaes  the  king  became  odious  and  ofl'eti- 
siue  to  the  people.  Tarquinius  seeing  his  time,  guarded  with  a 
baiide  of  men,  entred  the  market  place,  wherewith  the  common 
people  were  greatly  abashed,  then  he  mounted  into  the  palace, 
and  placed  himselfe  in  the  royal  seate  of  the  same,  causiuge  the 
fathers  to  be  cited  before  hym  by  the  haraulde,  vnto  whom  he 
repeted  the  petigree  of  Seruius,  and  his  first  entrance  into  the 
kingdom.  As  he  was  speaking  these  wordes,  Seruius  in  great 
haste  repayred  to  the  palace,  and  findyng  Tarquinius  sitting  in  his 
place,  sayd  to  him  these  wordes :  "  Why  ?  what  is  the  matter 
Tarquinius  (quod  he  i)  Howe  durest  thou  be  so  bolde  so  long  as 
1  am  lining  to  call  the  fathers,  or  yet  presume  to  sit  in  my  seat :" 
Wberunto  Tarquinius  fiercely  replyed  :  "  That  hee  possessed  but 
the  roume  of  his  father,  which  was  more  mete  for  a  king's  sonne 
and  heyre,  than  for  suchea  bondeman  ;is  he  was,  and  that  hee  had 
long  enough  abused  his  lordes  and  maisters."  Wherwiihal  a  great 
hurty  burly  and  tumult  began  to  rise  by  the  fautors  of  both  parts, 
so  that  he  was  like  to  attaine  the  garland,  which  best  could  daunce 
for  it.  Tarquinius  forced  to  giue  the  laste  aduenturc,  beynge 
more  lusty  and  stronger  than  the  other,  tooke  Seruius  by  the 
myddle,  and  caryinge  hym  oute  of  the  courte,  tlirewe  hym  downe 
the  staires,  whyche  done,  hee  caused  the  senate  to  retourne  into 
the  palace.  Then  the  kynge  wyth  all  hys  trayne  of  olTycers, 
and  other  hys  seruaunts  ranne  away,  and  ns  they  were  flying,  hee 
was  slayne  by  those  that  Tarqbinius  sent  after  to  pursue  hym,  in 
the  streete  called  Cyprius.  Tullia  vnderstandyng  that  Seruius  hyr 
father  was  slayne,  she  bashed  not  in  hit  wagon  to  come  into  the 
market  place  before  all  the  assemblye  there,  called  hir  husband  out 
of  the  court,  and  boldly  was  the  first  that  called  liiui  king.  But 
being  rebuked  and  commaunded  by  him  toauoid  out  of  that  greate 
throng  of  people,  she  retired  home  agayn,  and  when  she  was  paste 
the  vpper  ende  of  the  said  strcte  called  Cyprius,  the  wagoner  dry- 
uing  toward  the  right  hand  to  the  hill  called  Exquilias,hee  stayed 
the  wagon,  and  shewed  his  ladye  the  bodie  of  hyr  fatlicr,  lyinge 
Starke  dead  in  the  streete.  In  memory  of  which  shametull  and 
vnnatural  fact,  long  tyme  after  ther  con lynued  a  oionument:  for 
the  same  strete  was  called   Vicus  Sceleratus.    Some  report  that 
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she  caused  the  wagon  to  be  dryueti  ouer  the  dead  corps  of  hir 
father,  wyth  the  bloud  of  whom  and  hir  husband,  hir  wagon  being 
conlaminated,  she  presented  the  same  to  hir  gods :  after  which 
abhominable  beginnings,  like  end  ensued.  This  Seruius  Tullius 
raigned  xLiiii.  yeres.  Then  Tarquinius  began  to  raignc,  vnto 
whom  Superbus  was  added  for  his  surname  :  this  wicked  sonne  in 
law  would  not  suffer  the  dead  body  of  Seruius  to  be  buried.  His 
conscience  being  pricked  with  the  abhominable  gaine  of  hys 
kyngdom,  fearyng  also  least  other  might  concciue  like  example, 
he  guarded  his  person  with  a  band  of  armed  men,  executing  all 
thinges  wyth  force  and  tjrranny,  contrary  to  the  aduyse  and  con- 
sents of  the  senate  and  people.  He  caused  the  fautors  and  frendes 
of  Seruius  to  be  put  to  death,  whereby  the  numbre  of  the  fathers 
was  diminished,  whose  places  he  suffred  none  other  to  supply, 
of  purpose  to  bring  that  honorable  order  to  contempt.  He  go- 
uenied  the  common  welth  by  his  own  domestical  and  priuate 
counsel :  war,  peace,  truce,  society  of  the  cyties  adioining,  he 
vted  as  be  list,  without  any  further  assent.  The  Latines  he  spe- 
cially regarded,  to  the  intent  that  through  forreine  aide  hee  might 
raign  in  more  surety  at  home,  with  the  chief  of  which  country  he 
ioyned  affinity.  One  Ortauius  Manilius,  a  Tusculan  born,  was 
the  prince  and  chief  ruler  of  that  country,  descending  from  the 
stock  of  Vlisses,and  the  goddesse  Circes,  if  the  fame  be  true,  vnto 
vhom  Tarquinius  gauc  his  daughter  in  manage :  by  reason  wherof 
he  conciliated  great  alliance  and  frendes.  .  Tarquinius  beinge  of 
great  authority  among  the  Latines,  appointed  them  vppon  a  day 
to  assemble  at  a  woode  called  Ferentina,  there  to  intreat  of  mat- 
ters concerninge  both  the  states.  To  which  place  the  Latines 
repaired  vpon  the  breake  of  the  day,  but  Tarquinius  came  not 
thither  tilt  the  sunne  was  set.  During  whych  time  many  things 
were  in  talke.  There  was  one  amonges  them  called  Turnus  Her- 
dooius,  whych  in  Tarquinius  absence  had  inueyed  vehemently 
agaynst  hym,  afiirminge  that  it  was  no  mamell  though  he  was 
called  Superbus  by  the  Romanes.  For  what  prouder  mock  could 
be  inforced  to  the  Latines,  than  to  make  them  wayt  a  whole  day 
for  his  pleasure.  "  Dyuers  princes  and  noblemen  (quod  he)  that 
dwel  far  of,  be  come  according  to  the  appointmeat,  and  he  which 
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first  allotted  the  day,  is  not  present.  Heereby  it  most  euidently 
appeareth  in  what  sort  he  will  vse  vs  if  he  myghte  once  attayne 
the  soueraynty.  And  who  doubteth  in  ihys  so  manyfest  appa- 
rance,  but  that  he  went  about  to  affect  the  dominion  of  tiie  Latines? 
If  the  Romanes  haue  had  iust  cause  to  beleeue  him,  and  if  theic 
kyngdome  had  ben  but  gotten  and  not  violently  rapt  and  stolne  by 
parricide,  then  the  Latines  mighte  also  beleeue  hym,  who  being 
but  a  straanger  to  them,  had  no  great  cause  to  beleeue  hym. 
Hys  owne  subiects  do  repent  the  time  that  euer  he  bare  rule :  For 
some  be  slayne  and  heaped  vpon  the  dead  bodies  of  other,  some  be 
banished,  some  haue  lost  their  goods :  what  other  fruits  than  these 
maye  the  Latine  people  expecte  and  looke  for  ?  Therefore  if  they 
would  be  ruled,  he  required  euery  man  to  returne  home  to  his  own 
hoose,  and  geue  no  more  attendaunce  for  the  day  of  counsel,  than 
he  doth  which  first  appoincted  the  same."  These  wordes  and  sutch 
like,  this  sedicious  and  desperal  man  declared :  Whose  taike  Tarqui- 
nius  interuented,  and  vpon  his  comming  euery  man  conuerted  him 
selfe  to  salute  him.  Then  Tarquinius  began  to  excuse  his  long  ta- 
riaunce,  for  that  he  was  appoynted  an  arbitrator  betwene  the  father 
and  the  sonne,  for  whose  reconciliation  bee  was  forced  to  stay  that 
longe  space,  and  to  spend  the  time  of  that  day.  Wherefore  he  ap- 
poynted thcnextday.  Theconceitof whichexcuseTurnuscouldnot 
kepe  secret,  but  sayd:  that  a  matter  betwene  the  father  and  the  sonne 
might  be  ended  in  few  wordes :  for  if  the  childe  woulde  not  bee  obe- 
dient to  his  father,  some  mischyef  must  needes  lyght  vppon  him. 
Tarquinius  vnderstanding  these  inuections  made  againste  hym  by 
Turnus,  immediatly  deuyseth  meanes  to  kil  him,  to  the  intent  he 
myght  inculcate  like  terror  to  the  Latines,  tliat  he  did  to  his  owne 
subiects.  And  bicause  be  was  not  able  to  sort  his  purpose  to  effect 
by  secrete  malice,  he  attempted  to  accuse  him  of  treason,  and 
suborned  (by  meanes  of  diuers  of  the  citty  of  Aricia)  his  owne  man 
whom  with  gold  he  had  corrupted  to  bring  in  a  forged  accusation, 
whych  was  that  his  maister  had  prepared  in  one  night  a  number  of 
men  with  munition  and  weapon  to  dislroy  the  nobility  of  the  Latines, 
of  purpose  to  recouer  the  principal! tye  of  the  same.  This  matter 
began  to  be  suspicious,  by  reason  of  the  tumult  made  the  day  bee- 
fore  against  Tarquinius,  and  iherfore  the  people  the  soner  did  credit 
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♦lie  case.  In  fine,  Turnus  was  condempned,  and  therefore  a  new 
kind  of  death  deuised  for  him.  Who  being  laide  vpon  a  hurdle 
Lis  face  vpward,  was  throwen  into  the  water  of  Ferrentina.  This 
execution  being  done  Tarquiuius  reuoked  the  Latines  to  counsel, 
■wherein  he  praised  them  for  their  iustice  extended  vpon  Tumus, 
and  then  spake  these  wordes :  "  I  may  by  an  old  order  and  consti- 
tution iustlye  say  thus  mutch  vnto  you.  The  whole  nation  of  the 
Latines  descending  from  the  city  of  Alba  are  bounde  to  obserue 
that  truce  which  the  Albanes  wyth  all  their  colonies  annexing 
themselues  to  the  Romane  empyre  in  the  tyme  of  TuUius  Hoati- 
liu9,  were  firmeiy  obliged  to  accomplishe.  The  renouation  where- 
of will  nowe  conduce  more  aduauntage  and  vtylity  to  them  al,  than 
eaer  it  did  beefore.  For  throughe  this  truce  the  Latines  shall 
possede  and  participate  parte  of  the  prosperous  successe  of  the 
Komane  people.  Better  it  were  in  this  sort  to  ioyne  themselues 
togither,  than  to  see  destruction  of  either  cities,  depopulacions  and 
spoiles  of  their  countries,  whych  in  the  time  of  Ancus  (my  father 
then  raygnyng)  he  suffered.  The  like  also  (if  you  do  forsake  this 
offer)  ye  may  styll  expecte  and  suffer."  The  Latines  herevnto  were 
sooae  perswaded,  a  day  was  appointed  when  the  lustiest  sorte  of 
theyr  countrie  should  be  ready  armed  at  the  wood  called  Ferren- 
tina. Being  ioyncd  in  order  of  battel,  they  marched  towardes  the 
V'olsciens,  and  wanne  the  citye  of  Suessa  Pometia,  the  spoile  wher- 
of  Tarquinius  solde  for  xl.  talents,  imploying  the  same  vpon  the 
temple  of  lupiter.  After\vards  be  assaulted  the  Gabinians,  and 
when  he  saw  he  coulde  not  by  force  obteyne  tlie  same,  he  surmised 
a  poUicy.  Who  seeming  to  bend  him  self  wholy  vpon  the  build- 
ing of  the  CapitoU  and  to  set  aside  the  affaires  of  his  warres,  de- 
uised with  his  Sonne  Sextus,  which  was  the  yongest  of  the  three, 
that  he  should  runne  to  the  Gabinians,  and  complayne  of  his  fa- 
ther's intollerable  crueltye,  whych  accordingly  he  did.  Who  shew- 
inge  hymselfe  as  a  voluntarye  exyle,  sayd  that  hys  father  had  con- 
tierted  bys  tyrannye  from  other,  and  began  to  execute  the  same 
vpon  his  owne  freendes,  and  that  he  was  also  weary  of  the  presence 
of  his  owue  chyUlren  goyng  about  to  remoue  hys  domesticallcon- 
aenants  cute  of  hys  house,  as  he  had  done  the  like  out  of  the 
court,  to  the  intent  hce  would  leaue  no  ofspring  or  heyre  bebinde 
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bim  to  possesse  his  kiagdome :  adding  further,  that  he  was  escaped 
euen  through  the  midde  of  his  fatiier's  weapons  and  fury,  thincking 
no  place  better  for  his  safegarde  and  refuge,  than  to  seeke  succour 
amongs  his  ennimies.     "  And  bicause  (quod  be)  ye  shall  not  be  de- 
ceiucd,  he  is  euen  now  preparing  of  warres  against  you,  and  pur- 
poseth  vpon  the  sodaine  to  set  vpon  you.     Now  if  there  be  no 
place  of  abode  for  me  your  humble  suppliant  amongs  you,  I  must 
needes  wander  through  Italy,  and  first  I  will  attempt  the  Volsciaos, 
afterwardes  the  JEquians  and   Hernicians,  tyll  sutch  tyme  as  I, 
finde  some  nation  willing  to  defend  the  poore  chylde  from  the  en 
ell  and  wicked  furye  of  the  father  :  and  perchauuce  (quud  he)  yftJ 
shall  Wynne  hym  that  may  bee  an  instrument  and  courage  vntol 
you  all,  to  represse  that  proude  kyng  and  cruell  natyon."     The 
Gabinians  delyberatyng  what  was  best  to  bee  done  in  this  case, 
the  young  man  seemed  as  though  he  were  offended,  and  would  ia. 
al  hast  depart,  and  seeke  refuge  of  others,  then  they  curteously] 
interteined   him:  thys  yong  man   was   had    in  great  estimation | 
amongs  them,  tliroughe  craftye  and  vaine  persuasions,  makyng 
them   beleue  that  he  would  conduct  their  army  euen  vnder  the 
walles  of  Rome,  with  sundry  other  fained  instigations  to  brynge 
him  self  the  more  in  credit.     At  length  he  was  chosen  captain  of  J 
theyr  warres,  and  recouered  sundry   victories  for  the  Gabinians: 
whereby  the  foolishe  nation  both  of  the  lower  and  chiefest  sort, 
beleeued  that  their  captayne  was  sent  vnto  them  by  the  proui- 
dence  of  the  gods.     He  susteyned  perill  and  payne  in  like  sort  as 
the  common  souldier  did,  liberally  deuidinge  his  spoyles  and  boo- 
ties amongs  them.     He  was  so  well  beloued,  that  hys  father  Tar- 
quinius  at  Rome  was  of  no  greater  authority  than  hee  was  among 
the  Gabinians.     When  he  thought  that  he  had  recouered  force 
enough  to  answer  his  father's  expectation,  he  sent  a  post  to  Rome 
to  know  his  father's  pleasure,  although  the  gods  had  giuen  him  suf- 
ficient authority  amongs  the  Gabinians.     And  bycause  Tarquinius 
was  doubtful  of  the  trust  and  fidelity  of  the  messenger,  hee  would 
aunswer  nothing  by  worde  of  mouth,  but  carying  the  messenger 
into  a  garden,  hard  adioyning  his  house,  with  a  wand   which  he 
caried  in  his  hand,  he  cut  of  the  heads  of  the  highest  poppies  that 
grew  in  the  garden,  meanyng  therby  that  he  shoulde  dispatche  the 
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heads  of  the  chiefesi  and  priacipal  in  the  city.  Wlicrvpon  the 
mcssanger  without  answere  by  mouth  returned.  But  by  decUu-yng 
those  signes  and  circumstances  which  his  father  vsed  in  tlic  gar- 
den Sextus  conceiued  his  meaning.  Then  Uke  a  natural!  soniie, 
following  the  steppes  of  his  father,  he  cut  of  the  heads  of  the  Ua- 
binian  nobilitie,  whcrupon  soni  ran  away,  vpon  whose  departure  the 
goods  as  wel  of  them  as  of  other  that  were  put  to  deatli  were  de- 
uided.  The  state  of  the  Gabinians  being  in  this  doubtful  case,  void 
of  aJ  counsel!  and  succonr,  at  length  was  surrendred  to  tlie  Romanes- 
Then  Tarquinius  concluded  peace  with  the  ^^quians,  and  rcnued 
a  truce  with  the  Thuscanes  and  wholly  bent  him  self  to  the  af- 
fayres  of  llie  city.  T!iis  Tarquinius  was  the  father  of  him  that  ra- 
uished  the  noble  lady  Lucretia :  the  lamentable  liistory  whereof,  is 
tecited  in  my  former  tome,  by  the  end  of  which  stock,  remembred 
in  that  history,  and  begining  of  the  same  described  in  this  nouell, 
may  be  gathered,  what  fruyctes  ambytyon  and  lothsome  luste  bryng 
forth.  For  Tarquinius  Priscus  repairing  out  of  Hetruria,  to  dwel! 
at  Rome,  by  the  ambycyous  wyll  of  hys  wyfe  aspyred  and  at- 
cliyeued  tlie  kyngdome,  whych  was  by  the  sundry  deuyce  of  Tullia, 
the  daughter  of  Seruius  Tullius  mainteyned,  and  by  tlie  libidinouB 

^  desire  of  Sextus  Tarquinius,  thesonne  of  Superbus  the  vi.  Romane 
kynge  ended,  and  the  whole  race  expelled  and  euerlastiugly  ban- 
ished out  of  that  citty.     So  meete  an  example  for  those  that  breath, 

I  and  longe  after  the  rightes,  titles,  and  kyngdomes  of  otiier,  aa 
may  bee  read  in  any  author.     For  althougli  the  springe  appeare 
ver)-  fresh  and  lusty,  of  some  degenerate  grifft  planted  vpon  some 
auncient  stock,  yet  the  fruyct  most  commonly  in  taste  cateth 
Bomwhat  sower,  and  therellishe  in  mouth  not  altoge- 
ther so  pleasaunt,  as  that  whych  both  in 
soyle   and   stocke,  is  duely 
planted. 
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THE  SEUENTH  NOUELL. 

The  vnhappy  end  and  siuce.ise  of  the  hue  of  King  Masshiissa,  ani 
Queene  Sophonisba  his  rt'iffe. 

If  men  woulde  haue  afore  consideration   of  iheyr  owne    doinj 
before  they  do  attempt  the  same,  or  els  premeditate  and  study  tl 
scope  and  successe  tliereof,  I  do  verely  beleeue  that  a  numbre 
would  not  cast  ihemsc?lues  headlong  into  so  many  gulfs  ofmiseryes 
and  calamityes  as  they  do,  specially  noblemen,  and  pryoces,  who 
oftentymes  doe  exceede  in  temerity  and  rashnesse,  by  lettynge 
the  raynes  of  theyr  owne  lustes,  to  farre  to  raunge  at  large,  where- 
in thev  deepely  plunge  theymselues  to  theyr  great  preiudice  and 
dishonour,  as    teacheth    thys   goodly   hystorye  ensuinge,  whych 
declareth  that  there   was  a  prynce  called  Massinissa,  the  sonne  of 
Gala  kynge  of  Massaizali,  (a  people  of  Numidia):  who  warfaring 
wyth  the  Carthaginians  inSpayneagaynst  the  Romaynes,  hauinge 
first  fought  honourably  agaynst  kynge  Syphax  in  Numidia,  it 
chaunced  that  Galaliys  father  dyed,  vppon  whose  death  hys  kyng- 
dome  was  inuaded  and  occupied  by  other,  wherefore  sustayninge 
stoutly   the  surges  of  aduersity  combatinge  wyth  hys  enemyes, 
somelymes  gettingepartof  hys  kyngdome,  and  sometymes  losinge, 
and  many  tymes  molestinge  both  Syphax  and  the  Cartliaginians, 
was  in  dyuers  conflicts  lyke  to  bee  taken  or  slayne.     Wyth  these 
hys  trauels,  impacient  of  no  payne  and  trouble,  he  became  very 
famous  and  renoumed,  that  amonges  the  people  ofAflrica,  he  ac- 
quired the  name  and   title  of  a  valiant  and  puissant  souldier,  and 
of  a  poll! lique  and  prouident  captain:  afterwards  he  was  gene- 
rally welbeloued  of  the  soiildiers,  bicause  not  like  the  king's  sonne 
or  a  prince,  but  as  a  priuate  souldier  and  companion,  his  conuer- 
sation  and  vsuall  trade  of  life  was  amoiigs  tlicm,  calling  euery  man 
by  his  propre  name,  cherishing  and  esieeming  them  according  to 
their  desert,  obseruing  neucrthelesse  a  certaine  comelinesse  of  a 
superiour.     This  Massinissa  by  meanes  of  one  Syllanus  being  in 
Spayne,   priuely    entred  aquaintance  and    familiarity    with   that 
Scipio  which  afterwardes  was  surnamed  Aftricanus,  and  who  in 
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those  da3-es  with  the  aiithoritie  of  proconsul  in  th<it  prouince, 
victoriously  subdued  the  Carthaginians:  the  saine  Massinissa 
entred  league  with  the  Romanes  and  inuiolably  so  long  as  he 
liued  obserued  amity  with  the  Homane  people,  and  lefte  the  same 
to  bis  children  and  posteritie  as  an  inheritance.  When  the  Ro- 
manes began  wai'res  in  Aifrica,  spedily  with  that  power  he  was 
able  to  make,  he  repaired  to  his  old  friend  Scipio :  within  a  whyle 
after  Syphax  beyng  ouerthrowen  in  battell  and  taken,  Massinissa 
and  L^elius  were  sent  to  surprise  the  chief  city  of  that  kingdom, 
which  somtimes  were'  king  Syphax  owne,  called  Cirta.  In  that 
city  remayned  Sophonisbu,  the  wyfe  of  Syphax  and  daughter  to 
Hasdrubal  of  Giscon,  who  had  alyenated  hir  husband  from  the 
Romanes,  being  in  league  with  them,  and  by  hir  persuasions  went 
to  aide  and  defend  tlie  Carthaginians.  Sophonisba  perceiuing  that 
the  ennimies  were  entred  the  city  of  Cirta:  and  that  Massinissa 
was  going  towardes  the  palace,  determined  to  meete  him,  to  proue 
bis  gentlenesse  and  curtesie,  whereupon  in  the  middes  of  his 
Bouldiers  thronge,  whych  were  already  entred  the  palace,  she 
stoutly  thrust,  and  bouldlyc  looked  roundc  aboute,  to  proue  if 
•he  could  espye  by  some  signes  and  tokens  llie  personage  of  Mas- 
sinissa. She  amongs  that  prease  perceeiued  one  for  whose  ap- 
parel, armure  and  rcucrence  don  viito  him,  semed  vnto  hir  that 
without  doubt  the  same  was  the  king  :  and  therefore  incontinently 
kneeled  downe  before  him,  and  pitiously  began  to  speake  in  this 
manner :  "  For  so  mutch  (O  puissante  prince)  as  felicity  and  good 
fortune,  but  speciall}'  the  fauour  of  the  gods  immortall  haue  per- 
mitted, that  thou  shuuldest  recouer  thine  auncient  kingdome  des- 
cended vnto  the  by  righte  and  lawfull  inheritaunce,  and  tiierewiiliail 
hasttakenand  vanquished  lhineennimy,andnow  hast  me  at  thy  wyll 
and  pleasure  to  saue  or  spyll,  1  poore  wretched  myserable  woman 
brought  into  bondage  from  queenelyke  state,  whilom  leadyng  a 
delycate  life  in  princely  courte,  accompanyed  with  a  royall  traine 
of  beautifull  dames,  and  nowe  at  thy  mercifull  disposition,  doe 
hnmbly  appeale  to  thy  mercye  and  goodnesse,  whose  princely 
maicsty  and  comfortable  aspect,  chereih  vp  my  woefuU  heart  to 
loke  for  grace,  and  therefore  am  bold  thus  to  presume  with  most 
humble  voice  to  implore  and  crie  out,  beseechyng  the  to  reach  me 
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hither  thy  victorious  handes  to  kisse  and  salute."     This  lady   was 
a  passing  fayre  gentlewoman,  of  flourishing  age  and  comely  beha- 
uiour,   none  comparable   vnto   her   within   the  whole  region   ofj 
Affrica :  and  so  much  the  more  as  hyr  pleasant  grace  by  amiable 
gesture  of  complaint  did  increase,  so  much  the  heart  of  Massinissaj 
was  delyted,  who  being  lusty  and  of  youthly  age  (according  tol 
the  nature  of  the  Nuinides,)  was  easily  intrapped  and  tangled  inl 
the  nettes  of  loue:  whose  glutting  eyes  were  neuer  ful,  nor  fierjrj 
hart  was  satisfied  in  beholding  and  wondring  at  hir  most  excel->j 
lent  beauty :  not  foreseeing  iherfore,  or  taking  heede  of  the  daun*] 
gerous  effect  of  beautic's  snares,  his  heart  being  so  fiercely  kindledj 
with  the  swingyng  flames  of  loue,  who  causing  hir  to  rise,  exortedj 
hir  to  prosecute  hir  supplication:  then  she  began  to  precede  at] 
foloweth:  "If  it  may  be  lawfull  for  me  thy  prysoner  and  bond-J 
woman  (O  my  soueraign   lord)  to  make  request,   I  humbly  do] 
beseech  ihcc,  by  thy  royal  maiesiy,  wherein  no  longe   time  past] 
my  husband  and  I  were  magnificently  placed  in  so  kynglike  guise' 
as  thou  art  now,  and  by  that  Numidicall  name,  common  vnto  thee 
and  my  husbande  Syphax,  and  by  the  sauinge  gods  and  patrons 
of  this  city,  who  with  better  fortune  and  more  ioyfull  successc  doj 
receyne  thee  into  the  same,  that  expelled  Syphax  out  from  thence:] 
it  may  please  thy  sacred  state,  to  haue  pity  on  me.     I  require  no] 
hard  and   difficult    thinge    at   thy    handes,  vse    thine    imperialll 
goueraement  ouer  me,  sutch  as  law  of  armes  and  reason  of  warre] 
require:  cause  me  if  thou  wylt,  to  pyne  in  cruel  pryson,  or  do  ma  I 
to  sutch  death  with  torments,  as  thou  list  to  vse,  the  sharp,  fierceJ 
and  cruell  death  that  any  wight  can  suflire,  or  Perillus  bull  shall] 
not  be  dreadful!  vnto  me,  but  more  deare  and  acceptable  thao  j 
wonted  life  in  pleasures  led  :  for  no  death  shal  bee  refused  of  mee,  J 
rather  than  to  bee  icndred  into  the  proude  handes  of  the  most] 
cruell  Romanes.     Rather  had  I  tast  the  trust  of  a  natiue  Numidie, 
borne  with  me  in  AfTrike  soyle,  than  the  faith  of  straungers  kinde : 
I  know  full  well  that  thou  dost  knowe  what  curtesy  a  Carthagi- 
nian and  daughter  of  Hasdrubal,  shal  surely   looke  for  at  the  Ro- 
manes hands :  whose  mind  is  fearful!  of  nothing  more  than  of 
thcyr  pride  and   glory  intollerable:    if  thou  (my   lord)  haddest 
sisters  of  thine  own,  or  daughters  of  thy  royal  bloud  brought  forth 


SOPHONtSBA. 


81 


think  that  they  may  chaunce  (if  fortane  frown)  to  slide  into  the 
pit  of  aduerse  hicke,  so  well  as  I  am  nowe  :  of  that  forme  fortune's 
wheele  is  made,  whych  we  dayly  see  to  be  \TistabIe,  tuminge  and 
dyuers,  that  now  peace  and  now  warre  it  promiseth,  now  euill  it 
threatneth,  now  mirth,  now  sorrow  it  bringeth,  now  aduauncinge 
aloft,  now  tumbling  downe  the  clymbers  vp.     Let  Syphax  bee 
cleare  and  liaely  example  to  thee,  wh^'ch  couJde  neuer  finde  any 
stedfast  stay  vnder  the  moone's  globe.     He  was  the  mightiest  and 
the  richest  kinge  that  raigned  in  Affrica,  and  now  is  the  most 
miserable  and  vnlucky  wight  that  liaeth  on  land.  The  godsgraunt 
that  I  bee  no  prophet  or  diuiner  of  future  euill,  whose  omnipotency 
I  denoutly  beseech   to   suffer  thee  and  thy  posterity  in  Numidie 
land  and  most  happyly  to  raygne.     Vouchsafe  then  to  deliuer  me 
from  the  Romanes  thraldome,  which  if  thou  bee  not  able  safely  to 
bryng  to  passe,  cause  death  (the  ease  of  al  woe)  to  be  inflicted  vpon 
me."    In  speakinge  those  words,  she  tooke  the  kynge's  right  hande 
and  many  times  sweetly  kissed  the  same.     And  then  her  teares 
turned  to  pleasant  cheare,  in  sutch  wyse  as  not  onely  the  mynde 
of  the  armed  and  victorious  prynce  was  mooued  to  mercy,  but 
strauQgely  wrapped  in  the  amorous  nets  of  the  lady,  whereby  the 
victour  was  subdued  by  the  vanquyshed,  and  the  lord  surprysed  of 
bis  captiue,   whom  with  tremblinge  voyce  thus  he  aunswered : 
'*  Make  an  end,  O  Sophonisba,  of  thy  large  compiaynt,  abandon 
thy  conceyued  feare,  for  I  wil  not  onely  ridde  the  from  the  Ro- 
manes handes,  but  also  take  thee  to  my  lawfuU  wyfe  (if  thou  there- 
wyth  shalt  be  content)  whereby  thou  shalte  not  leade  a  prisoner's 
life,  but  passe  thy  youthfuU  dayes  and  hoar^'e  age  (if  gods  doe 
graunt  thy  lyfe  so  long)  as  queue  vnto  a  king,  and  wife  vnto  a 
Romane  frend."     When  he  had  sayd  so  with  weeping  teares,  he 
kissed  and    imbraced  hir.     She  by  the    countenaunce,  sygnes, 
gestes,  and  interrupted   woordes,  comprehendyng   the  minde  of 
the  Numide  king  to  he  kindled  with  feruent  loue :  the  more  to 
inflame  the  same  beemoned  her  self  with  such  heauinesse,  as  the 
beastly   heartes  of  the  Hircane  tygres  would  haue  bene  made 
gentle  and  dispoiled  of  al  iiercenesse,  yf  they  had  beheld  her :  and 
againe  she  fel  downe  at  hys  feete,  kissinge  the  armed  sabbatons 
vp|»on  the  same,  and  bedewinge  them   with  hir  warme  teares. 
sot.  II.  M 
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After  many  sobbes  and  infinite  sighes,  comforted  by  bim,  she 
sayd :  "  O  the  glorie  and  honor  of  all  the  kynges  that  euer  were, 
bee  or  shall  bee  hereafter:  O  the  safest  aide  of  Carthage  mine  vn- 
happy  countrey  without  desert,  and  now  the  present  and  most 
terrible  astonishment:  if  my  hard  fortune  and  distresse  after  sol 
great  mine  might  haue  bene  relieued,  what  greater  fauour,  wbatl 
thing  in  all  my  life,  coulde  chaunce  more  fortunate,  rnto  me,  than^ 
to  bee  called  wife  of  thee  ?  O,  I  blessed  aboue  all  other  women  to 
Laue  a  mem  so  noble  and  famous  to  husband.     O  mine  aduentu- 
rous  and  most  happy  ruine.     O  my  moste  fortunate  misery,  that' 
such  a  glorious  and  incomparable  mariage  was  prepared  for  me : 
but  bicause  the  gods  be  so  contrary  vnto  me,  and  the  due  ende  of 
my  life  approcheth  (my  deare  soueraygne  lorde)  to  kindle  againe^ 
in  me,  my  hope  half  dead,  or  rather  consumed  and  spent,  bicause 
I  see  my  self  wrapped  in  a  state,  that  in  vayne  against  the  plea- 
sures of  the  gods,  I  go  about  to  molest  thee  :  a  greate  gift  (and  toj 
say  truth)  a  right  great  good  turne,  I  make  accompte  to  haue  r&-j 
ceiued  of  thee,  if  mine  own  death  1  should  procure  by  thee,  thati 
dyinge  by  thy  meanes  or  with  thy  handes,  (whych  were  more  aol 
ceptable,)  I  shoulde  escape   the  feare  of  the  Romaynes  thral  and 
subiection,  and  this  soule  deliuered  of  the  same,  should  streight 
passe  into  the  Elysian  fieldes.    The  final  scope  of  this  ray  humble 
plaint,  is  to  ryd  me  from  the  hands  of  the  Romanes,  whose  thral- 
dom to  suffer  I  had  rather  die.    The  otiier  benefit  which  thou  dost , 
frankly  offer  to  me  pore  wretch,  I  dare  not  desire,  mutch  lesse  re-J 
quire  the  same,  bicause  the  present  state  of  my  mishap  dareth  notj 
presume  so  high.     But  for  this  thy  pity   and  compassion  ioined' 
with  louing  regard  and  mind  toward  me,  mightye  loue  with  aJ  the 
other  gods  reward  and  blesse  thy  gotten  kingdom  in  long  raign, 
enlarging  the  same  with  more  ample  bounds  to  thine  eternal  re- 
noum  and  praise:  and  I  do  not  only  render  humble  thanks  for  this 
thy  kind  and  louing  enterteinment,  but  also  yeld  my  self  thine 
own,  so  long  as  lyfe  gouemeth  this  caitif  corps  of  mine."     These 
words  wer  pronounced  with  such  effect,  as  Massinissa  was  not  able 
for  pity  to  hold  his  teares,  which  watred  so  his  comely  form,  as 
the  dew  therof  soaked  into  his  tender  heart,  and  not  able  a  long 
lime  to  speak,  at  last  thus  hee  sayd:  "  Gyue  ouer  (O  my  quene) 
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these  cares  nnd  tboughu,  dry  vp  thy  cries  and  plaints,  make  an 
end  of  al  these  dolorous  sutes,  and  reioyce,  that  frowarde  fortune 
hath  changed  fair  mind  :  the  gods  no  doubt  with  better  successe, 
wil  perfourm  the  rest  of  thy  liuing  dais.  Thou  shah  henceforth 
remain  my  quene  and  wife,  for  pledg  wliereof  the  sacred  godheads 
I  cal  to  witnesse.  But  if  perchaunce  (which  the  thundring  mighty 
God  aboue  forbid)  that  I  shalbe  forced  to  render  thee  the  Romanes 
prisoner,  be  well  assured,  that  on  Hue  they  shall  not  possesse  the." 
For  credit  and  accomplishment  of  this  promisse,  and  in  signe  of  his 
assured  faith,  he  reached  his  right  hand  to  Sophonisba,  and  led  hir 
into  the  inner  lodging  of  the  king's  palace,  wher  afterward  Massi- 
nissa  with  himself  considering  how  be  might  perform  hys  promised 
faith,  vexed  and  troubled  with  a  thousand  cogitations,  seing  in  a 
maner  his  manifest  ouerthrow  and  mine  at  hand,  prouoked  with 
mad  and  temerarious  loue,  the  very  same  day  in  open  presence  he 
toke  hir  to  wife,  solemnizing  that  mariage,  which  afterwardes  bred 
vote  hym  great  vexation  and  trouble,  meanynge  by  the  same 
to  haue  dyscharged  Sophonisba  from  the  Romanes  rule  and 
order.  But  when  Laelius  was  come  and  hearde  tell  thereof, 
hee  fretted  and  chafed,  and  wyth  threatnynge  wordes  commaund- 
ed  Massinissa  to  send  his  new  maried  wife  (as  the  booty 
and  pray  of  the  Romanes)  together  wyth  Syphax,  to  their  captaine 
Scipio.  Notwithstanding,  vanquished  with  the  supplications  and 
teares  of  Massinissa,  referring  the  matter  whoiy  to  the  iudgement 
of  Scipio,  he  dispatched  Syphax  with  the  other  prisoners  and 
bootie,  to  the  Romane  campe,  and  he  himself  remained  with  Mas- 
sinissa for  the  recouerie  of  other  places  of  the  kingdome,  minding 
not  to  retume  before  the  whole  prouince  were  brought  vnder  the 
Romane  subiection.  In  the  meane  lime  Lxhas  gaue  intelligence 
vnto  Scipio,  of  the  successe  of  Massinissa  his  mariage:  who 
knowing  the  same  to  be  so  hastilye  celebrated,  was  maruellouslye 
offended  and  troubled  in  minde,  rautche  maruellynge  that  Massi- 
nissa woulde  make  sutch  posthast  before  the  comming  of  Laelius. 
Yea  and  vpon  the  very  first  day  of  his  entrie  into  Cirta,  that  hee 
woulde  consummate  that  vnaduised  wedding :  and  the  greater  was 
Scipio  his  displeasure  towards  Massinissa,  for  that  the  toue  which 
be  had   conceiued  of  that  woman,  was  vnsemely  and  dishonest. 
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wondering  not  a  little  that  he  could  not  find  out  some  lady  within 
the  region  of  Spain  of  semblable  beauty  and  comlinesse,  to  please 
and  content  his  honest  and  commendable  intent:  wherfore  he 
iudged  Massinissa  his  fact  to  be  done  out  of  time,  to  the  preiudice 
and  great  decay  of  his  honor  and  estimation.  Howbeit  like  a 
wise  and  prndent  personage  he  dissembled  his  conceiued  gryefe, 
expecting  occasion  for  remedye  of  the  same.  Now  the  time  was 
come  that  Laelins  and  Massinissa  were  sent  for  to  the  campe. 
But  to  declare  the  teares  and  lamentable  talke,  the  great  mone 
and  sighes  vttered  betwene  this  new  maried  couple,  lime  would 
want,  and  lediousnesse  would  ouercome  the  reader.  He  had  scarce 
lyen  with  his  beloued  two  or  thre  nyghts,  but  Lselius  (to  their 
great  grief  and  sorow)  claymed  hir  to  bee  hys  prysoner.  Wher- 
fore verye  sorowfull  and  pensiue  hee  departed,  and  retoumed  to  the 
campe.  Scipio  in  honom'able  wyse  accepted  him,  and  openly 
before  his  captaines  and  men  of  warre,  gaue  thanks  to  Lselius  and 
him,  for  theyr  prowesse  and  notable  exploites.  Afterwards  send- 
ing for  him  vnto  his  tent,  he  said  vnto  him  :  "  I  do  suppose  (my 
dere  frend  Massinissa)  that  the  vertue  and  beneuolence  which  you 
saw  in  me  did  first  of  al  prouoke  }'ou,  to  transfrete  the  straits,  to 
visite  me  in  Spaine,  wherein  the  good  will  of  my  valiant  frend 
Syllanus  did  not  a  little  auaile,  to  sollicitc  and  procure  amity 
betwene  vs.  And  the  same  afterwards  inducing  your  constant 
mindc,  to  retire  into  Affrica,  committed  both  your  selfe  and  all 
your  goods  into  my  hands  and  keeping.  But  I  well  pondering  the 
quality  of  that  vertue  whych  raoued  you  thereunto,  you  beinge  of 
Affrica,  and  I  of  Europa,  you  a  Numidian  borne,  and  I  a  Latine 
and  Romane,  of  diuers  customes  and  language  different,  thought 
that  the  temperance  and  abstinence  from  venerial  pleasures  which 
you  haue  sene  to  bee  in  me,  and  experience  therof  wel  tried  and 
proued,  (for  the  which  1  render  vnto  the  immortal  gods  most 
humble  thankes)  would  or  ought  to  haue  moued  you  to  follow 
mine  example,  being  vcrtues  which  aboue  al  other  I  doe  most 
estenie  and  cherish.  For  he  that  well  marketh  the  rare  giftes  and 
excellent  benefits  wherwith  dame  Nature  hath  arraied  you,  would 
thinke  that  tlier  should  be  no  lacke  of  diligence  and  trauell  to 
subdue  and  ouercome  the  caruall  appetytes  of  temporal  beauty : 
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which  had  it  bene  applied  to  the  rare  giftes  of  nature  planted  ia 
you,  had   made  you  a  personage  lo  the  posterity  very  famous 
aud  renoumed.     Consider  wel  my  present  time  of  youth,  full  of 
courage  and  youthly  lust,  which  contrary  to  that  naturall  race  I 
stay  and  prohibite.     No  delicate  beauty,  no  voluptuous  delecta- 
tion, no  feminine  flattery,  can  intice  my  youthe  and  state  to  the 
perils  and  dauugers  wbereunto  that  heedelesse  age  is  most  prone 
and  subiect.     By  which  prohibition  of  amorous  passions,  tempe- 
ratly  raigned  and  gouerned,  the  tamer  and  subduer  of  those  pas- 
sions, closing  his  breast  from  lasciuious  imaginations,  and  stop* 
ping  his  eares    from  the  syrenes,  and  marmaydes,  of  that  sexe 
and  kinde,  getteth  greater  glorye  and  fame,  than  wee  haue  got- 
ten by   our   victory  agaynst  Syphax.     Hanniball    the    greatest 
eooimy  that  euer  we   Romanes  felt,  the  stoutest  gentleman  and 
captain  without  peere,  tlirough  the  delites  and  imbracements  of 
women  effeminated,  is  no  more  the  manlike  and  notable  emperor 
thathee  was  wont  to  be.     The  great  exploits  and  enterprises  which 
valyantly  you  haue  done  in  Numidia,  when  I  was  farre  from  you, 
your  care,  readinesse,  animosity,  your  strength  and  valor,  your 
expedition  and  bold  attemptes,  with  all  the  reste  of  your  noble 
vertucs  worthy  of  immortal  praise,  1  might  and  could  perticulerly 
recite,  but  to  commend  and  extol  them  my  heart  and  minde  shall 
neuer  be  satisfied,  by  renouacion  wherof  I  should  rather  giue  occa- 
lioD  of  blushing,  than  my  selfe  could  be  contented  to  let  them 
tieepe  in  silence.     Syphax  as  you  know  is  taken  prisoner  b3-  the 
valyance  of  our  men  of  warre,  by  reason  whereof,  him  selfe,  bis 
wife,  his  kingdome,  hyscampe,  landes,  cities,  and  inhabitants,  and 
briefly  all  that  which   was  king  Syphax,  is  the  pray  and  spoile  to 
the  Roroane  people,  and  the  king  and  his  wife,  albeit  she  was  no 
citizen  of  Carthage,  and  hir  father,  although  no  captayn  of  our  en- 
nimies,  yet  we  muste  send  them  to  Rome,  there  to  leaue  them  at 
the  pleasure  and  disposition  of  the  Romane  senate  and  people. 
Doe  you  not  know  that  Sophonisba  with  her  toyes  and  flatteries 

Idid  alienatand  withdraw  king  Syphax  from  our  amitie  and  friend- 
ihip,  and  made  hym  to  enter  force  of  armes  against  vs  ?     Be  you 

lignoraunt  that  she,  full  of  rancor  and  malice  agaynst  the  Romane 
people,  endeuoured  to  set  al  Aflrica  against  vs,  and  now  by  her 
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fayre  inticementes  hath  gayned  and  wonne  you,  not  1  say  our 
ennemy,  but  an  ennymy  so  fane  as  shee  can,  with    her  crucll 
inchaunlments  f     What  damage  and  liurt  haue  lyghted  vppon  dy- 
uers  nionarclies  and  prynces  through  sugred  lippes  and  venenious 
woordes,  I  wyll  not  spend  tyme  to  recite.     With  what  prouoca- 
tions  and  coniurcd  charmes  shee  hath  already   bewitched    your 
good  nature,  I  wyl  not  now  imagine,  but  referre  the  same  to  the 
deepe  consideration  of  youre  wisdomc.     Wherefore  Massinissa, 
as  you  haue  bene  a  conquerer  ouer  great  nations  and  prouiuces, 
be  now  a  conquerer  of  your  own  mind  and  appetites,  the  victorie 
whereof  deseruclh  greater  prayse  than  the  conquest  of  the  whole 
world.    Take  heede  I  say,  that  you  blot  not  your  good  qualities 
and  conditions,  with  the  8|>ots  of  dishonor   and  pusillanimitye. 
Obscure  not  that  fame  which  hitherto  is  aduaunced  aboue  the 
regyon  of  the  glyttcrynge  starres.     Let  not  tliys  vyce  of  femynine 
flatterye  spoyle  the  desertes  of  nobie  chyualrye,  and  vttcrly  deface 
those  merytes  wyth  greater  ignomynie  than  the  cause  of  that 
offence  is  worthye  of  dispraj'se."     Massinissa  hearynge  these  egree 
and  sharpe  rebukes,  not  onelye  blushed  for  shame,  but  bytterly 
weepinge,  sayde :  that  hys  poore  prisoner  and  wyfe  was  at  the 
commaundement  of  Scipio.      Notwithstanding,   so  instantly   as 
teares  coulde  suffer  hym  to  speak,  he  besoughte  hyni,  that  if  it 
were  possible,  hee  woulde  gjTie  him  leaue  to  obserue  hys  faythe 
foolishlye  assured,  bicause  hec  had  made  an  othe  to  Sophonisba  that 
with  life  shee  sliouldc  not  bee  delyuered  to  the  haades  of  the  Ro- 
manes.    And  after  other  talke  betweene  them,  Massinissa  retired 
to  hys  pauylyon,  where  alone  wyth  ninnifulde  sighes,  and  most 
bytter  teares  and  plaintes,  vitered  wyth  sutch  houlinges  and  oul- 
cryes,  as  they  were  hearde  by  those  whych  stoode  ncare  hande,  hee 
rested  al  the  daye  bewailynge  hys  preaente  state :  the  most  part  of 
the  nyghte  also  hee  spent  with  ly  ke  heauynesse,  and  debating  in  hys 
mynd  vpondiuers  thoughts  and  dcuises,  more  confused  and  amazed 
than  before,  hee  could  by  no  meanes  take  rest :  somtimcs  he  thought 
to  flee  and  passe  the  straighu  coinmonly  called  the  Fillers  of  Her- 
cules, from  thence  to  saile  to  the  Fortunate  Islandes  with  his  wife  : 
tlicn  agayne  hee  thoughte  with  liir  to  escape  to  Carthage, and  in  a3de 
of  that  city  to  serue  agaynst  the  Komuucs,  somtimes  iice  purposed 
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by  sworde,  poyson,  halter,  or  som  such  meanes  to  end  his  life  and 
finish  his  dolorous  days.  Many  times  hee  wasatpoinle  by  prepared 
Icnite  and  sworde  to  pierce  his  heart,  and  yet  stayed  the  same,  not 
for  feare  of  death,  but  for  preseruation  of  his  fame  and  honor. 
Thus  ihys  wretched  and  miserable  louer  burned  and  consumed  in 
loue:  tossing  and  tumbling  him  selfe  vppon  his  bedde,  not  able  to 
find  comfort  to  ease  his  payne,  thus  began  to  say  :  "  O  Sophonisba, 
my  deare  beloued  wyfe,  O  the  life  and  comfort  of  my  life,  O  the 
deynty  repast  of  my  ioy  and  quiet,  what  shall  become  of  vs?  Alas 
and  out  alas  I  crye,  that  I  shall  see  no  more  thine  incomparable 
beauty,  thy  surpassyng  comely  face,  those  golden  lockes,  those  glis- 
tering eyes  which  a  thousand  times  haue  darkned  and  obscured 
the  rayes  and  beames  of  the  siinnc  it  self:  Alas  I  say,  that  I  can 
no  longer  be  sufTred  to  heare  the  pleasaunt  harmonye  of  thy  voice 
whose  sweetenesse  is  able  to  force  lupiter  himselfe  to  mitigate  his 
rage  when  with  lightning  thunderbolts  and  stormie  claps  in  his 
greatest  furie  he  meanetli  to  plague  the  earth.  Ah  that  it  is 
not  lawfull  any  more  for  me  to  throw  these  vnhappy  armes  about 
ii)y  tender  neck,  whose  whitenesse  of  face  entermingled  with 
seniel^'  rudds,  excelleth  the  morning  roses,  which  by  sweete  nightly 
dewes  doe  sproute  and  budde.  The  gods  graunt  that  I  doe  not 
long  remaine  on  line  without  thy  sweete  haunt  and  company,  which 
can  no  longer  draw  forth  this  breathing  ghoste  of  myne,  than  can  a 
bodye  ly  ue  wy  thoute  like  breathe  in  it.  Graunt  (O  myghty  lupiter) 
that  one  graue  may  close  vs  twaine  to  hue  among  the  ghostes  and 
sbadowes  that  be  already  past  this  world  for  like  right  louing 
fitts,  if  intent  of  life  be  ment  to  mee  without  thy  fellowship  and 
delectable  presence.  And  who  (O  good  God)  shal  be  more  blis- 
ful  amongs  the  Elysian  fields,  wandryng  amids  the  spirites  and 
ghostes  of  departed  soules,  than  I,  if  there  we  two  may  iette  and 
sialke  amonge  the  shadowed  friths  and  forests  huge,  besette  with 
mirtle  trees,  odoriferous  and  sweete  f  that  there  we  may  at  large 
recount  and  sing  the  sweete  and  sower  pangs  of  those  our  passed 
loues  without  anye  stay  or  let  at  all :  that  there  I  say  we  may  re- 
membre  things  already  done,  reioycing  for  delights  and  sighing 
for  the  paines.  There  shall  no  harde  hearted  Sci^)io  bee  found, 
there  shal  no  marble  minded  captain  rest,  which  haue  not  had  re- 
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gard  of  Loue's  toyes,  ne  yet  haue  pitied  bitter  payns,  by  hauing  no 
experience  what  is  the  force  of  loue.  He  tiien  with  ouer  cruell 
wordes  shall  not  goe  aboiite  to  persuade  ine  to  forsake  thee,  or  to 
deliuer  thee  into  die  Itomanes  handes,  to  incurre  miserable  and 
most  cruell  bondage  :  he  shal  there  ncucrthecke  me  for  the  feruent 
loue  1  beare  ihee :  we  shal  there  abide  without  suspition  of  him 
or  any  other:  they  can  not  seperate  vs,  they  be  not  able  to  deuide 
our  sweetest  companye.  I  would  the  gods  aboue  had  graunted  me 
the  benefite,  that  hee  had  neuer  arriued  into  Affrica,  but  liad  still 
remayned  in  Siciha,  in  Italy  or  Spayne.  But  what  stand  1  vpon 
these  termes,  O  I  foole  and  beast  r  what  meanes  my  drousie  head  to 
dreaine  sutch  fansies  ?  if  he  hadde  not  passed  ouer  into  Aftrica, 
and  made  war  against  kingeSyphax,  how  should  I  haueeuer  scene 
my  faire  Sophoiiisba,  whose  beauty  farre  surinoutiteth  eche  other 
wight,  whose  comelines  is  withoute  pecre,  whose  grace  inspeakable, 
whose  mauers  rare  and  incomparable,  and  whose  other  qualities 
generally  itisparcled  throughoute  dame  Nature's  mould  by  speach 
of  man  can  not  bee  described  i  If  Scipio  had  not  transfraited  the 
seas  to  arriue  in  Affrike  soile,  how  should  I,  (O  onely  hope  and 
last  refuge  of  my  desires)  haueknowen  thee,  neither  should  I  haue 
bene  thy  feere,  ne  yet  my  wife  thou  shouldest  haue  ben,  but  great^H 
had  ben  thy  gaine  and  losse  not  much,  neuer  shouldest  thou  haue^^ 
felt  the  present  painfull  state,  wherein  tliou  art,  thy  life  (whereof 
most  worthy  no  doubt  thou  art)  shoulde  not  haue  lien  in  ballance 
poize,  or  rested  in  doubtfull  plight,  which  now  in  choyse  of  eni- 
mies  thrall  thou  maist  prolong,  or  else  in  Romanes  handes  a  praye 
or  spoiie  by  captiue  state.  But  I  beseech  the  gods  to  preuent  the 
choyce  to  be  a  Roraane  prysoner.  And  who  can  thinke  that  Sci- 
pio euer  ment  to  graunt  me  the  life  of  one,  and  goeth  about  to 
spoiie  me  of  the  same  ?  Did  not  he  giuc  me  the  pardon  of  one,  when 
he  sent  me  to  besiege  the  city  of  Cirta,  where  I  found  fayre  Sopho- 
nisba  which  is  my  life  i  A  straunge  kind  of  pardon,  by  giuing  me 
n  pardon  to  dispossesse  me  of  the  same.  Who  eucr  hard  te)  of 
such  a  pardon  i  So  much  as  if  he  said  to  me,  thus  ;  '  Massinissa, 
go  take  the  paine  to  cause  the  city  yeld,  aud  ransack  it  by  force, 
and  1  wil  pardon  thee  thy  lyfe.  And  not  wyth  the  oncly  benefit, 
but  with  Crssus  goods  I  wil  inrich  thee,  and  make  thee  owner  of 
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the  happy  soyle  of  Arrabia,  tind  when  I  haue  so  done  and  rased  the 
walles  by  myne  indeuor,  wherein  myneonely  lyfeand  ioy  did  rest, 
at  my  retoume  for  guerdone  of  that  noble  fact,  in  steede  of  lyfe 
hee  choppeth  of  my  bead,  and  for  fayre  prom3-se  of  golden 
mountes,  hee  strips  nie  naked,  and  makes  mee  a  Romaneslaue: 
accordynge  to  whych  case  and  state  he  deales  wyth  me.  For 
what  auailes  my  lyfe,  if  in  gryefe  and  sorrowes  gulffe  1  drown 
the  pleasures  of  the  same  i  Doth  not  he  berieue  my  life  and  bredes 
my  death  by  diuiding  me  from  my  fayre  Sophonisba?  Ah  caitife 
wretch,  what  lucke  liaue  I,  that  neither  storme  nor  whirle  wynde 
could  send  him  home  to  Italian  shore,  or  set  him  packing  to  Sicile 
land  f  what  mentcruell  Scipio,  when  so  sone  as  Syphax  was  taken, 
he  did  not  streight  way  dispatch  him  to  Rome,  to  present  the  glo- 
rious sight  of  the  Numidian  king  to  the  Romane  people?  If  Scipio 
had  not  bene  here,  thou  Sophonisba  frankly  hadst  bene  mine :  for 
at  Lxlias  hands  I  coulde  haue  found  some  grace :  but  surely  if 
Scipio  did  once  see  Sophonisba,  and  reclined  his  eyes  to  viewe 
hir  perelesse  beauty,  I  doubt  not  but  he  would  be  moued  to  haue 
compassion  vpon  hir  and  me,  and  would  iudge  hir  worthy  not 
onelye  to  be  queene  of  Nnmidia  but  of  all  the  prouince  besides. 
But  what,  do  I  make  this  good  accompt  1  The  common  prouerbe 
sayth,  that  he  which  counteth  before  his  hoste,  mustrccken  twice: 
and  M)  perhaps  may  be  mj*  lot:  for  what  know  I  if  Scipio  did  wel 
Tiew  hir,  whether  himselfe  would  be  inamored  of  hir  or  not,  and  so 
vtterly  depriue  me  of  that  iewel  i  He  is  a  man  no  donbt  as  others 
be,  and  it  is  impossible  me  think,  but  that  the  hardnesse  of  his 
heart  must  bow  to  the  view  of  such  a  noble  beauty.  But  (beast 
as  1  am)  what  mean  these  wordes?  what  follies  doe  I  vaunt  by 
singing  to  the  deafe,  and  teachyng  of  the  blynd  ?  O  wretch, 
wretch,  nay  more  than  myserable  wretch.  Marke  the  words  of 
Scipio,  he  demaundcth  Sophonisba,  as  a  thing  belonging  vnto 
him,  for  which  cause  he  sayeth  that  she  is  the  pray  and  part  of 
the  Romane  spoile:  but  what  shall  I  do?  shal  1  gyue  hir  vnto 
hym  f  He  wyll  haue  hir,  hee  constraynes  me,  he  exhortes  mee, 
hee  prayes  mee,  but  I  know  full  well  where%Tito  those  intreaties 
tend,  and  vnder  the  grasse  what  lurking  serpent  lieth.  Shal  I 
then  put  into  his  hands  mine  own  Sophonisba?    But  before  1  so 
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doe,  the  annipotent  God  aboue,  with  his  flashing  fires  and  flam- 
ming brands  shall  thunder  me  downe  into  ihedepthe  of  hell.     The 
gapyng  ground  receiue  my  corps,  before  I  yeld  to  thai  request, 
the  trampling  steedes  of  sauage  kinde  do  teare  my  members   ia 
thousand  gobbets,  the  desert  beastes  consume  my  flesh,  the  raue- 
ning  gripes  and  carrain  kites  pick  out  my  tongue  and  eyes,  before  I 
glutte  iiis  ruuenous  mind   with  that   demaund  to  break  the  fayth 
which   by  holy   uthe  I    haue  promised  to  performe.     O  curssed 
caitif,  but  what  shall  I  doe  then?  it  behoueth  to  obey,  and  in  des- 
pite of  my   teeth  to  do  that  which  the  Romane  emperour  com- 
maondeth.    Alas,  by  thinking  vpon  that  straight  and  needefull  lot> 
I  die  a  thousand  deaths:  wherfore  of  euils  to  chose  the  least  of 
twaine,  and  to  preserue   my  plighted  faith,  O  swete  Sophonisba, 
thou  must  die,  and   by  meanes  of  thy  beloued  feere,  shalt  voyd 
the  yoke  of  Romanes  thral,  for  so  it  pieaseth  vnmindefnl  loua  to 
appoynt.     The  wretched   heauens    by  cruel  fate    haue  throwen 
their  lot,  that  1  of  mineowne  miscbiefe  shal  be  the  minister.     And 
so  (O  life  most  deere)  1  shall  performe  the  efiecte  to  kepe  the 
fayth  wiiych  last  of  all  before  thy  face  I  did  confirme."     By  this 
speach  and  maner  of  talke,  the  good  prince  bcwaylcd  his  case,  ex- 
cogitatinge  by  what  meanes  bee  myght  doe  to  death  the  thing 
which  aboue  aJ   the  world  he  ioued  best :  at  length  it  came  vnto 
his  minde  to  send  bii  a  draught  of  poysoned  drink,  which  deuise 
he  had  no  sooner  fonnde,  but  he  was  driuen  into  a  new  kinde  of 
fury,  and  kindled  with  disdaync,  his  braynes  were  on  fire  with 
extreme  madnesse,  and  as   though  Sophonisba  had  bene   before 
him,  hee  talked  and  raued  in  bedlemwyse:  somtimes  with  taunts 
he  checked  hir  to  hir  teeth,  sometimes  lamented  hir  vnfortunate 
state,  sometymes  with  pawes  displayed,  he  seemed  to  rampe  into 
hir  face,  and   then  agaync  into  amorous  toies  his  passions  droue 
him  forth.     When  I  do  think  what  kinde  of  man  Massinissa  was, 
who  in  deede  was  a  crowned  and  most  noble  king,  and  who  with 
sutch  prudence  gouerned  his  new  conquered  and  recouered  king- 
doms, and   so  constantly    perseuered   in   amity  of  the  Romane 
people,  I  pray  to  God  to  graunt  my  frendcs  and  myselfe  also,  not 
to   enter  into   so  intricnt  and  louesome  labyrinth,  wherein  this 
noble  prince  was  tangled,  and  wyth  more  temperaunce  to  goueme 
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our  beloned  things.  But  retourning  agayne  to  this  afflicted 
gentleman  Massinissa.  He  sent  vnto  his  belqued  wyfe  and  queene 
a  potof  poyson  to  rid  hir  of  hir  life  :  but  yet  staying  bis  messen- 
ger, he  cried  out  these  words:  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  commit 
this  infamous  murder  vpon  hir  whom  I  most  deerely  loue,  I  would 
rather  conuey  hir  into  the  extreme  partes  of  the  vnknowen  sandy 
coaste  of  Libia,  where  the  countrey  is  full  of  venemous  beasts  and 
crawling  poysoned  serpents,  in  which  we  shalbe  safe  and  sure 
from  the  danger  of  cruell  and  inexorable  Scipio,  by  which  meancs 
he  shall  neuer  see  the  rare  and  diuine  beauty,  which  the  serpents 
once  beholding,  will  mitigate  and  asswage  their  bitter  poyson, 
and  for  whose  sake  they  will  not  annoy  ne  yet  hurt  me  hir  louing 
husband  and  companion :  wherefore  let  vs  make  hast  to  flee 
thither,  to  auoide  the  bondage  and  death  prepared  for  vs:  and  if 
so  be  we  be  not  able  to  cary  with  vs  gold  and  siluer,  yet  shal  we 
not  want  there  some  reliefe  to  maintayn  our  liues:  for  better  it  is 
to  feede  on  bread  and  water,  then  to  Hue  in  perpetual  thraldome. 
And  liuing  with  thee  (sweete  wyfe)  what  pouerty  and  beggery  am 
not  I  able  to  sustayne  i  The  stormes  of  exile  and  penury,  I  haue 
already  auffred :  for  beinge  driuen  out  of  my  kingdome  many 
times,  I  haue  repayred  to  obscure  dens  and  caues,  where  I  haue 
hidden  my  selfe,  and  liued  in  the  wildemesse  among  the  sauage 
beasts.  Bat  what  meane  I  thus  to  say  of  my  selfe,  whom  no  mis- 
sduenture  canafiTay  or  myslyke?  But  thou  deare  wyfe  wbycb  bast 
ben  trayned  up  and  nourished  amongs  the  delicacies  and  bankets 
of  the  court,  accompanied  wyih  traynes  of  many  fayre  and  noble 
ladies,  iiuinge  lyke  a  queene  in  al  kinde  of  pleasures  and  delights: 
what  shall  I  doe  wyth  thee  i  I  know  thy  heart  will  not  suffer  thee 
to  follow  me,  and  yet  if  the  same  would  seme  thee,  from  whence 
shall!  procure  present shippingeP  Vpon  the  sea  the  Roman  fleete 
beares  swinge,  vpon  the  land  Scipio  wyth  hys  army  oecupieth 
euery  coast,  and  is  gencrall  lord  of  the  field.  What  then  shall  I 
most  miserable  and  infbrtunatc  caytife  doP  for  whilest  I  am  thus 
makinge  my  bitter  playnts,  the  night  is  past  away,  day  light  ap- 
prochetb,  and  the  bright  shining  mornyng  begynneth  to  cleare 
tbe  earth.  And  behold  yonder  commeth  the  generall's  messanger 
for  Sophonisba,  whom  I  must  eyther  deliuer  into  his  hands,  or 
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else  commit  hir  to  present  slaughter,  beioge  assured  that  she  had 
rather  make  choise  to  dy,  tliao  fiill  into  the  laps  of  the  cruell 
Romans."  Whereupon  he  determined  to  scnde  hir  the  poyson, 
and  for  very  sorrow  fell  downe  vpon  the  ground  like  a  man  halfe 
deade.  Afterwards  being  come  agayne  to  him  selfe,  he  cursed 
the  earth,  the  ayre,  the  fyre,  heauen,  hell,  and  all  the  gods  of  the 
same,  and  exclaming  in  lamentable  wyse  he  called  vnto  him  one 
of  his  most  faithfull  seruanu,  who  according  to  the  custome  of 
those  dayes,  alwaies  kept  poyson  in  store,  and  saydc  vnto  him: 
"  Receyue  thys  cuppe  of  goide,  and  deliuer  the  same  with  the 
poyson,  to  queene  Sophonisba  now  abiding  within  the  city  of 
Cirta,  and  tel  hir  that  I  with  greatest  good  will  would  fayne  haue 
kept  the  mariage  knot,  and  the  firste  fayth  whycli  I  plighted  vnto 
hir,  but  the  lorde  of  the  fielde,  in  whose  power  I  am,  hath  vtterly 
forbidden  the  same.  I  haue  assayed  all  possible  meanes  to  preserue 
hir  mj"  wyfe  and  queene  at  liberty,  but  he  which  commaundeth 
me,  hath  pronounced  such  hard  and  cruell  sentence,  as  I  am 
forced  to  oflend  my  self,  and  to  be  the  minister  of  mine  own  mis- 
chief. Thys  poyson  I  send  hir  with  so  dolefull  message,  as  my 
poore  licorte  (God  knoweth)  doth  only  fele  the  smart,  being  the 
most  sorowfuU  present  that  euer  was  offred  to  any  fayre  lady- 
This  is  the  way  alone  to  saue  hir  from  thejRomanes  handes.  Pray 
hir  to  consider  the  worthines  of  hir  father,  the  dygnity  of  hir  coun- 
trey,  and  the  royal  maiesty  of  the  ii.  kings  hir  husbands,  and  to 
do  as  hir  mynd  and  wil  shall  fansic  best.  Get  the  hence  with 
all  possible  spede,  and  lose  no  tyme  to  do  thys  message :  for  thou 
shall  cary  the  bane  and  present  death  of  the  fairest  ladye  that 
euer  Nature  framed  wythin  hir  fayrest  mould."  The  seruaunt  with 
this  commaundment  did  departe,  and  Massinissa  lyke  a  chylde 
beaten  with  the  rodde,  wept  and  cried.  The  messenger  being 
come  to  the  queene,  and  giuing  hir  the  cup  with  the  poyson, 
deciaretl  his  cruell  ambassage.  The  queene  took  the  poysoned 
cuppe,  and  sayd  vnto  the  messenger:  "  Geeue  the  king  thy 
mayster  myne  humble  thankes,  and  say  vnto  hym,  that  I  receyue 
and  drynke  thys  poyson  wyth  a  wyll  so  good,  as  if  hee  had  com- 
maunded  me  to  enter  in  tryumph  wyth  laurel  garlande  ouer  myne 
ennymyes  :  for  a  better  gifie  a  liusbande  can  not  gyne  to  wyfe, 
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than  accomplyshment  of  assured   fayth    the  funeralles   whereof 
shall  bee  done  wyth  present  obsequie."     And  sayinge  nothynge 
else  vnto  the  messenger,  shee  tooke  the  cuppe,  and  mynglynge 
well  together  the  poyson  wythin,  shee  vnfearfuUy  quaflt  it  vp : 
and  when  she  had  dronke  it  shee  delyuered  the  messenger  bys 
cuppe  agayne,  and  layed  bir  selfe  vpon  hir  bed,  commaunding  bir 
gentlewomen  in  comely  wyse  to  couer  hir  wytb  clothes,  and  witb- 
oote  lamentation  or  sj-gne  of  feminine  minde,  shee  stoutly  waight- 
ed  for  approcbing  death.    The  gentlewomen  which  wayied  vpon 
hir,  bewayled  the  rufull  state  of  their  maystresse,  whose  plaints 
and  schriches  were  beard  throughout  the  palace,  wberof  the  brute 
and  rumor  was  great.     But  the  good  queene  vanquished  with  the 
strong  force  of  the  poyson,  continued  not  long  before  she  died. 
The  messanger  returned  these  heauie  newes  vnto  Massinissa,  who 
so  sorowfully  complained  the  losse  of  his  beloued  wife,  in  such  wise 
as  many  tj'mes  bee  was  lyke  to  kyll  bymselfe,  thathys  soule  might 
haue  accompanied  the  ghost  of  hir,  whych  was  beloued  of  hym  aboue 
all  the  dearest  things  of  the  worlde.  The  valyant  and  w^se  capitayne 
Scipio  vnderstanding  the  newes  hereof,  to  the  intente  Massinissa 
shoulde  not  commit  any  cruelty  agayn5thymselfe,orperpetrate  other 
vncomely  deede,  called  hym  beeforehim,and  comforted  hym  wytb 
the  sweetest  wordes  he  could  deuise,  and  frendly  reproued  him. 
The  next  day  in  the  presence  of  al  the  army  bee  highly  commend- 
ed him,   and  rewarded    him  wytb  the   kyngdome  of  Numidia, 
geuing  hym  many  rych  iewels  and  treasures,  and  brought  hym  in 
great  estimation  amonges  the  Romaynes  :  whych  the  senate  and 
people  of  Rome,  very  well  approued  and  confirmed  with  most 
ample  priuileges,  attributinge  vnto  hym  the  tytle  of  kynge 
of  Numidia,  and  freende  of  the  Romaynes.     Sutch  was 
the  ende  of  the  vnhappy  loue  of  kynge  Massinissa, 
and  of  the  fayre  and  iucklesse  queene 
Sophonisba. 
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THE  EIGHTH  NOUELL. 

The  cruelty  of  a  kynge  of  Macedone  who  forced  a  gentlewoman 
called  Theoxtna,  to  persuade  Mr  children  to  kill  and  pot/son  them- 
telues :  after  which  fact,  the  and  hir  husband  Paris  ended  their 
lyfe  by  drowninge. 

BvT  now  wee  haae  beegon  to  treate  of  the  stoutnesse  of  certayne 
noble  queenes,  I  wyll  not  let  also  to  recite  the  hystory  of  a  lyke 
vofearfull  dame  of  Thessalian  land,  called  Theoxena,  of  right 
noble  race,  the  daughter  of  Herodicus  prynce  of  that  countrey  in 
the  tyme  that  Phillip  the  sonne  of  Demetrius  was  kynge  of  Mace- 
done, tolde  also  by  Titus  Liuius,  as  two  of  the  former  be.    TIijb 
lady  Theoxena,  first  was  a  notable  example  of  piety  and  vertue 
and  afterwardes  of  rigorous  cruelty :  for   the  sayd  kyng  Philip, 
hauinge  through  his  wickednesse  first  murdred  Herodicus,  and  by 
■uccession  of  time  cruelly  done  to  death  also  the  husbands  of 
Theoxena  and  of  Archo  hir  natural!  sister,  vnto  eyther  of  them 
being  wydowes   remayninge  a  sonae :  afterwardes   Archo  being 
maryed  agayne  to  one  of  the  principal!  of  their  countrey  named 
Poris,  of  him  she  had   many  children.     But  when  she  was  dead, 
the  sayd  lady  Theoxena  hir  sister,  who  was  of  heart  more  constant 
and  stout  than  the  other,  still  refused  the  second  mariage,  although 
sued  vnto  by  many  great  lordes  and  princes :  at  length  pityinge 
her  nephewes  state,  for  fere  they  should  fall  into  the  handes  of 
some  cruell  atepdame,  or  that  theyr  father  would  not  bryng  them 
vp  with  autch  diligence,  as  tyll  that  tyme  they  were,  was  contents 
ed  to  bee  espoused  agayne  to  Poris,  (no  la  we  that  time  k  no  wen  to 
defend  the  same)  to  the  inlente  she  might  trayne  vp  hir  sister's 
children  as  her  owne.     That  done  she  began  (as  if  they  were  hir 
owne)  to  intreate  and  vse  them  louingly,  with  great  care  and  In- 
dustrie: wherby  it  manifestly  appeared,  that  she  was  not  marled 
againe  to  Poris  for  hir  owne  commodity  and  pleasure,  but  rather 
for  the  wealth  and   gouernement  of  those  hir  sister's  children. 
Afterwards  Philip   king  of  Macedone,  an  vnquiet  prince,  deter- 
miainge  to  make  newe  warres  vpon  the  Romanes  (then  through- 
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out  the  worlde  famous  and  renouned  for  theyr  good  fortune)  ex- 
iled not  onely  the  chief  and  noble  men,  but  almost  al  the  auncient 
inhabitants  of  the  cities  along  the  sea  coaste  of  Tbessalia,  and 
theyr  whole  and  entier  families  into  Paeonia  afterwardes  called  £- 
mathia,  a  countrey  farre  distant  from  the  sea,  giuing  their  voided 
cities  for  theThracians  to  inhabite,  as  mostpropre  and  faithful  for 
the  Romains  warres,  which  he  intended  to  make :  and  hearinge  also 
the  cursses  and  maledictions  pronounced  against  him  by  the  banished 
people,  and  vniuersally  byal  other,  thought  he  was  in  no  good  sure- 
ty, if  he  caused  not  likewyse  all  the  sonnes  of  them,  whom  a  httle  be- 
fore be  bad  slayne,  to  be  put  to  death.  Wherefore  he  commaunded 
them  to  be  taken  and  holden  vnder  good  gard  in  prison,  not  to  do 
them  al  to  be  slain  at  once,  but  at  times  now  one  and  then  an  other, 
as  occasion  serried.  Theoxena  vnderstanding  the  edicte  of  this  wicked 
and  cruell  king,  and  wel  remembring  the  death  of  hir  husband,  and 
of  him  that  was  husband  to  hir  sister,  knew  wel  that  hir  sonne  and 
nephew  incontinently  should  be  demaunded,  and  greatly  fearinge 
the  king's  wrath,  and  the  rigour  of  his  guard,  if  once  they  fell  into 
theyr  hands,  to  defend  them  firom  shame  and  cruelty,  sodainly  ap- 
plied hir  minde  vnto  a  straunge  deuice :  forshee  durst  to  saye  vnto 
hir  husband  their  father's   lace,  that  soner  she  would  kil  them  with 
hir  owne  handes,  if  otherwise  she  coulde  not  warraunt  them,  then 
suffer  them  to  bee  at  the  will  and  power  of  kinge  Philip.     By  reason 
wherof  Poris  abhorring  so  execrable  cruelty,  to  comfort  his  wife 
and  to  sane  {hys  chyldren,  promysed  hyr  secretelye  to  transporte 
them  from  thence,  and  caryed  them  hymselfe  to  certayne  of  hys 
faythfiill   fryendes  at  Athens,  whych  done  wythoute  longe  delaye, 
bee  made  as  thoughe  bee  woulde  goe  from  Thessalonica  to  Aenias, 
to  bee  at  the  solemny  tye  of  certayne  sacrifices,  whych  yearelye  at 
an  appoynted  tyme  was  done  wyth  greate  ceremonies  to  the  ho- 
nour of  £n£as  tlie  founder  of  that  citty,  where  spendinge  the  time 
amonges  other  in  solemne  bankets,  the  thrird  watch  of  the  night 
when  enery  man  was  a  sleepe,  as  though  he  would  haue  returned 
home  to  his  countrey  witli  his  wyfe  and  children,  priuely  embarked 
himselfe  and   tliem,  in  a  ship  hired  of  purpose  to  passe  into  £u- 
boea,  and  not  to  retoume  to  Thessalonica.     But  his  intent  wag 
deane  altered  and  chaunged,  for  his  ship  was  no  sooner  vnder  saile, 
but  at  that  instant  a  contrary  windc  and  tempest  rose,  that  brought 
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him  backe  againe,  in  despite  of  tlieir  labour,  and  all  the  endeuour 
they  were  able   to  doe.     And    when    daye  lighte  appeared,  the 
king's  garrison  descried  that  shippe,  and  manned  out  a  boate,  to 
bring  in  the  same,  which  secretly  they  thoughte  was  about  to  es- 
cape away,  giuiug  them  straight  charge,  that  by  no  meaneg  they 
shoulde  returne  without  hir.    When  the  boate  drew  neare  the 
shippe,  Poris  bent  him  self  to  encourage  the  mariners  to  boyse  vp 
saile  againe,  and  to  make  way  with  their  oares  into  the  sea,  if  it 
were  possible,  to  auoide  the  imminent  and  present  daunger,   to 
saue  the  life  of  him  selfe,  his  wife  and  children:  tlien  bee  lyfted 
hys  handes  vp  vnto  the  heauens  to  implore  the  help  and  succor  of 
the  gods,  which  the  stoute  gentlewoman  Theoxena  perceiuing,  and 
manifestly  seeing  the  daunger  wherein  they  were,  callinge  to  hir 
minde  hir  former  determinate  vengeance  which  she  ment  to  do, 
and  beholding  Poris  in  his  prayers,  she  prosecuted  hir  intente, 
preparing  a  poysoned  drinke  in  a  cuppe,  and  made  ready e  naked 
Bwordes  :  al  which  bringing  forth  before  the  childrcns  face,  she 
spake  these  words :  "  Death  alone  must  bee  the  reuenge  of  your 
siely  Hues,  whcrunto  there  be  two  wayes,  j>oison  or  the  sworde* 
Euery  of  you  choose  which  ye  list  to  haue :  or  of  whether  of  them 
your  heart  shall  make  the  frankest  choise.     The  king's  cruelty  and 
pride  you  must  auoid.     Wherfore  deare  children  be  of  good  cherei' 
raise  vp  your  noble  courage :  ye  the  elder  aged  boyes,  shew  now 
your  selues  like  men,  and  take  the  sword    into  your  handes   to 
pierce  your  tender  hearts :  but  if  the  bloudy  smart  of  that  most  dread- 
full  death  shal  feare  and  fright  your  greene  and  vnripe  age,  then  lake 
the  venomed  cup,  and  gulpeby  sundry  draghtes  this  poisoned  drinke. 
Be  franke  and  lusty  in  this  your  destened  death,  sith  the  violence 
of  fortune,  by  sea,  doelh  let  the  lengtbniog  of  your  life.     I  craue 
this  requeste  of  choyse,  and  let  not  the  same  rebound  with  fearfull 
refuse  of  thys  my  craued  best.     Your  mother  afterwardes  sha]  pass 
that  Btrayght,  whereof  she  prayetb  bir  babes  to  bee  the  poastes  : 
ye  the  vaunt   currours,  and  shee,  with  your  louing  sire,  shall  end 
and  finishe  Philip's  rage  bent  agaynst  vs."     When  shee  had  spoken 
these  woordes  and  sawe  the  enimies  at  hand,  this  couragious  dame, 
the  deuiser  of  the  death,  egged  and  prouoked  these  yong  trembling 
children  (not  yet  wel  resolued  what  to  do)  with  her  cncharmed 
woords  in  sutch  wyso  as  in  the  ende,  some  dranke  the  poyson,  and 
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otiier  slrake  them  selues  into  the  body  and  by  hircouitnanndement 
were  throwen  ouer  boord,  not  altogether  dead,  and  so  she  set  ihem 
at  liberty  by  death  whom  tenderly  she  had  brought  vp.  Then  she 
irabracing  hir  husband  the  companion  of  hir  death,  boili  did  vo- 
Juaiaril3'  throw  tliemselues  also  into  the  sea:  Andwhenthe  kinge's 
espials  were  come  aborde  the  ship,  they  found  the  same  abandon- 
ed of  iheyr  praye.  The  cruelty  of  which  fact  did  so  moue  the 
common  people  to  detestatyon  and  hatred  of  the  kinge,  as  a  gene- 
ral! cursse  was  pronounced  against  him  and  his  children,  which 
heard  of  the  gods  aboue  was  afterwardes  terribly  reuenged  rpon  hit 
Btocke  and  posterity.  Thys  was  the  end  of  good  Poris  and  his 
■tout  wyfe  Theoxena,  who  rather  then  she  would  fall  into  the  lapse 
of  the  king's  furie,  as  hir  father  Ilerodicus,  and  hir  other  husbande 
did,  chose  violently  to  dye  with  hir  own  hands,  and  to  cause  hir 
husband's  children  and  hir  owne,  to  berieuc  them  selues  of  lyfe, 
whych  although  agaynst  the  louinge  order  of  naturall  course,  and 
therefore  that  kiiide  of  violence  to  bee  abhorred,  as  horrible  in  it 
self,  yet  a  declaration  of  a  stout  mind,  if  otherwise  she  had  ben  able 
to  reuenge  the  same.  And  what  coward  heart  is  that,  that  dare 
not  rpon  such  extremity,  when  it  sceih  the  mercilesse  cnnimy 
at  hand,  with  shining  blade  ready  bent,  to  stryke  the  blowe,  that 
'  vrithoute  remcdye  must  ridde  the  same  of  breath,  specially  when  it 
I  beholdeth  the  tremblyng  babe,  naturally  begotten  by  hys  owne 
I  kiode  and  nature,  before  the  face  imploryng  father's  rescue,  what 
dastarde  heart  dare  not  to  offer  himselfe,  by  singular  fight  (thoughe 
^one  to  twentye)  either  by  desperate  hardinesse  to  auoyd  the  same, 
'or  other  anoyance,  aduenture  what  he  can  i  which  in  Christians  is 
admitted  as  a  comely  fight,  rather  than  wyih  that  pagane  dame  to  do 
the  death  it  selfe.  But  now  returne  wee  to  describe  a  fact  that  pas- 
sethal  other  forced deedes.  For  Theoxena  was  compelled  in  a  mancr 
thus  to  do  of  meere  constraint  to  eschue  the  greater  torments  of  a 
tjrrant's  rage  and  thought  it  better  by  chosen  death  to  chaunge  hir 
lyfe,  tlian  by  violent  hands  of  bloudy  butchers  to  be  iialed  to  the 
slaughter.  But  thys  Hidrusian  dame  was  weary  of  hir  owne  life,  not 
for  that  she  feared  losse  of  lyfe,  but  desperate  to  think  of  fortune's 
fickle  stay :  whych  if  fortune's  darlings  would  regarde  in 
time,  they  would  foresee  theyr  slippery  holde. 
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THE  NYNTH  NOUELL. 

A  straunge  and  martiellous  vse,  which  in  old  time  teas  obserued  in 
Hidrvsa,  where  it  was  lawlull,  with  the  licence  of  a  magistrate  or- 
dained for  that  purpose,  for  euery  man,  and  woman  that  list,  to 
kill  them  selves. 


Bandello  amonges  the  company  of  liys  nouels,  telieihthishistory: 
and  in  his  own  person  speaketh  these  words.  If  I  should  begin 
to  tell  those  things  which  I  saw  in  the  tyme  that  I  sayled  alongs 
the  Leuant  seas,  very  tedious  it  would  be  for  you  toheare,  and  I  in 
reporting  could  not  tcli  which  way  to  cnde,  bicause  I  saw  and 
heard  thy  nges  ryght  worthy  to  bee  remembred.  Notwyihstandinge, 
for  satisfaction  of  dyuers  that  be  my  frendes,  I  will  not  sticke  to 
reiierse  some  of  them.  But  first  of  ail  one  straunge  custome, 
whych  in  the  Komayes  tyme  was  vsed  in  one  of  the  iiandes  of  the 
sea  ^geum,  called  Hidrusa,  in  these  dayes  by  the  trauaylers  called 
^ea  or  Zea,  and  is  one  of  the  ilandes  named  Ciclades,  whilome 
fiill  of  populous  and  goodly  cities,  as  the  ruina  therof  at  this  day 
do  declare.  There  was  in  olde  time  in  that  iland  a  very  straunge 
lawe  and  ordynaunce,  which  many  hundred  yeares  was  verye  well 
and  perfectly  kept  and  obserued.  The  law  was,  that  eucry  person 
inhabitant  within  the  sayd  isle,  of  what  sexe  and  condition  so  euer, 
being  throughe  age,  infirmity,  or  other  accidents,  weary  of  their 
lyfe,  might  choose  what  kind  of  death  that  liked  them  best:  how-' 
beit  it  was  prouyded  that  the  partye, before  tliedooingofthesame, 
should  manifest  the  cause  that  moued  him  therevnto,  before  the 
magistrate  elected  by  the  people  for  that  speciall  purpose,  which 
they  constituted  because  they  sawe  that  diuers  persons  had  volun- 
tarily killed  themselues  vpon  trifling  occasions  and  matters  of 
little  importance :  according  to  whiche  lawe  very  many  men  and 
women,  hardily  with  so  merry  chere  went  to  thejr  death, as  if  they 
had  gone  to  some  bankette  or  mariage.  It  chaunced  that  Pom- 
peius  Magnus  the  dreadfnll  Romane,  betwcne  whom  and  lulius 
Ceesar  were  fought  the  greatest  battailes  for  superiority  that  euer 
were,  sailing  by  the  sea  iEgeuro,  arriued  at  Hidrusa,  and  tliere 
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gojnge  a  land  vnderstode  of  the  inliabitantes  Uie  manor  of  that  law 
and  how  the  same  day  a  woman  of  great  worship  had  obteined  li- 
cence of  the  magistrate  to  po3'soD  hir  self.  Pompeius  hearing  tell 
hereof,  was driuen  into  great  admiration, and  thought  it  very  straunge, 
that  a  woman  which  a!  the  dayes  of  hir  life  had  lined  in  great  ho- 
nour and  estimation,  shouidc  vpon  light  cause  or  occasion  poyson 
her  selfe  sith  it  was  naturally  giuen  to  eche  breathyng  wyght  to 
prolong  theyr  lining  dayes  with  the  longest  threede  tliat  Atropos 
could  draw  out  of  dame  Nature's  webbe.  Whervpon  he  com- 
maunded  the  said  matrone  to  be  brought  before  hym,  whose  death 
for  hir  vertue  was  generallye  lamented  by  the  whole  countrye. 
When  the  gentlewoman  was  before  hym,  and  had  vnderstanding 
that  she  was  fully  resolued  and  determined  to  dye,  hee  began  by 
greate  persuasions  to  exhort  hir,  that  shee  should  not  wilfully 
cast  hir  selfe  away,  vpon  consideration  that  she  was  of  lusty  yeares, 
riche  and  welbeloued  of  the  whole  counirey  :  and  how  greate  pi tye 
it  were  but  shee  shoulde  reuue  hir  myudc  and  gyue  hir  self  still  to 
lyue  and  remayne,  till  natural  course  dyd  ende  and  finysh  hir  life: 
howbeit  his  graue  and  earnest  persuasion  could  notdiuert  hir  from 
hir  intended  purpose.  But  Pompeius  loth  to  haue  hir  dye,  ceas- 
sed  not  »tjll  to  prosecute  hys  former  talke  with  newe  reasons  and 
stronger  arguments.  All  which  shee  paciently  heard  with  fixed 
countenaunce,  til  at  lengthe  with  cleare  voyce  and  smilinge  cheere 
she  answered  him  in  this  maner :  "  You  be  greatly  deceyued  (my 
lord  Pompeius)  if  you  do  beleeue  that  I  wythout  very  great  proui- 
dence  and  mature  aduiscgoe  about  to  ende  my  dayes:  for  I  do 
know  and  am  fully  persuaded,  that  eche  creature  naturally  craueth 
the  prolongation  and  lengthninge  of  lyfe,and  so  mutch  abhorutli  to 
die,  as  the  desirous  to  lyue  detesteth  the  poyson  whych  I  haue 
prepared  for  consumation  of  my  lyfe.  Whereupon  as  I  haue  di- 
uers  times  thought,  considered  and  discoursed  with  my  selfe,  and 
amongs  many  considerations  oftentimes  debated  in  my  miude, 
there  came  into  the  same  the  instability  and  fickle  change  of  foi- 
tone,  whose  whirling  wheele  neuer  ceasseth,  ne  yet  remayneth 
stedfast.  It  is  dayly  scene  how  she  doth  exalte  and  aduaunce 
•ome  man  from  the  lowest  and  botiomlesse  pit,  euen  to  the  top  of 
bigh  heauens,  endowinge  him  with  so  mutch  substaunce  as  he  can 


100 


A    GENTLEWOMAN 


desire.  An  other  that  was  most  happy,  honoured  in  this  world 
lyke  a  God,  vnto  whom  no  goods  and  welfare  were  wantinge,  who 
might  wel  haue  bene  called  in  his  lyfe,  a  three  times  happy  and 
blessed  wight,  sodaynly  iirom  his  honour  and  state  depriued  and 
made  a  very  poore  man  and  begger.  Some  man  also,  that  is  both 
riche  and  lusty,  accompanied  with  a  fayre  wyfe  and  goodly  chil- 
dren, lyuinge  in  great  mirth  aad'ioylity,  this  wicked  lady  Fortune, 
the  deuourer  of  all  our  contentations,  depriueth  from  the  inesti- 
mable treasure  of  health,  causelh  the  fayre  wife  to  loue  an  other 
better  than  hir  husbaude,  and  with  hir  venomous  tooth  biteth  the 
children,  that  in  short  space  myserable  death  catcheth  them  all 
within  liis  dreadfull  douches,  whereby  he  is  defrauded  of  those 
children,  whom  after  his  death  he  purposed  to  leuue  for  hys  heyres. 
But  what  meane  I  to  consume  tyme  and  words  in  declaration  of 
Fortune's  vnsteady  stay,  which  is  more  cleare  than  the  beams  of 
the  sunne,  of  whom  dayly  a  tbousande  thousande  examples  be 
,  manifest :  all  histories  be  full  of  theym.  The  mighty  countrey  of 
'  Grascia  doth  render  ample  witnesse  wherein  so  many  excellent 
men  were  bred  and  brought  vp ;  who  desirous  with  their  finger  to 
touch  the  highest  heauen,  were  in  a  moment  throwen  downe  : 
and  BO  many  famous  cities,  which  gouerned  numbers  of  people, 
now  at  this  present  day  we  see  to  bee  thrall  and  obedient  to  iliy 
city  of  Rome.  Of  these  hurlfull  and  perillous  mutations  (O  noble 
"  Pompeius)  thy  Romane  city  may  be  a  most  cleare  glasse  and  spec- 
tacle, and  a  multitude  of  thy  noble  citizens  in  tyme  past  and  pre- 
sent,  may  geeue  plentyfuU  witnesse.  But  to  come  to  the  cause  of 
this  my  death,  I  say,  that  fyndyng  my  selfe  to  haue  lined  these 
many  yeares  (by  what  chaunce  I  can  not  tell)  in  very  great  pros- 
perity, in  al  which  tyme  I  neuer  did  suffer  any  one  myssehappe, 
but  styll  from  good  to  better,  haue  passed  my  time  vntil  thys  daye : 
nowe  fearyng  the  frownynge  of  ladye  Fortune's  face,  and  that  she 
will  repente  hir  long  continued  fauour,  I  feare,  I  say,  least  the 
same  Fortune  should  chaung  hir  stile,  and  begynne  in  the  middest 
of  my  pleasaunt  life  to  sprinckle  hir  ])oysoned  bittemesse,  and 
make  mce  the  receptacle  and  quiner  of  hir  sharpe  and  noysome 
arrowes.  Wherefore  I  am  nowe  determined  by  good  aduyse,  to 
rid  my  selfe  from  the  captiuity  of  hir  force,  from  al  hir  misfortunes, 
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and  from  the  noysom  and  grieuous  infirmities,  which  miserably 
be  incident  to  vs  mortal!  creatures :  and  bdeeue  me  (Pompeius) 
that  many  in  theyr  aged  dayes  haue  left  their  life  with  little  ho- 
nour, who  had  they  bene  gone  in  their  youth,  had  dyed  famous  for 
euer.    Wherefore  (my  lord  Pompeius)  that  I  may  not  be  tedious 
vnlo  thee,  or  hinder  thyne  affayrcs  by  long  discourse,  I  besech  thee 
to  geeue  me  leaue  to  follow  my  deliberate  disposition,  that  franke- 
]y  and  freely  I  may  be  vnburdened  of  all  daunger:  for  the  longer 
the  life  doth  grow,  to  the  greater  annoysaunce  and  daunger  it  is 
subiect."     When  she  had  so  sayd,  to  the  great  admiration  and 
compassion  of  all  those  which  ^rere  present,  with   trembliuge 
handcs  and  fearefull  cheare,  she  qnaflfed  a  great  cup  of  poysoncd 
dxynke,  the  which  she  brought  with  hir  for  that  purpose,  and  witliin 
a  while  after  dyed.    This  was  the  straunge  vse,  and  order  obsenied 
in  Hidrusa.     Which  good  counsel  of  the  dame  had  the  noble 
and  valiaunt  captayne  followed,  no  doubt  he  would  haue  bin  con- 
tented to  haue  bin  brought  to  order :  and  then  he  had  not  lost  that 
bloudy  battel  atchieued  agaynst  hym  by  lulius  Caesar  at  Pharsalia 
in  iEgypt.    Then  hee  had  not  sustayned  so  many  ouerlhrowes  as 
he  did,  then  had  hee  not  ben  forsaken  of  his  frendes,  and  in  the 
ende  endured  a  death  so  miserable.     And  for  so  mutch  as  for  the 
most  part  hitherto  we  haue  intreated  of  many  tragicall  and  bloudy 
cbaunces,  respjring  now  from  those,  let  vs  a  little  touch  some 
medicinable  remedies  for  ioue,  some  lessons  for  gouemment     * 
and  obedience,  some  treaties  of  amorous  dames,  and  hauty 
gestes  of  prynces,  queencs  and  other   persons,   to 
Tariate  the  chaungeable  diet,  wherewyth  dyuers 
bee  affected,  rellishinge  their  stomackes 
wyih  some  more  pleasaunt  digestions 
than  they  haue  tasted. 
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THE  TENTH  NOUELL. 

The  dishonest  hue  of  Favstina  the  empresse,  and  with  what  remedy 
the  same  hue  was  removed  and  taken  away. 

True  and  most  holy  is  the  seotence,  that  the  lady,  gentlewoman, 
or  other  wyght  of  female  kinde,  of  what  degree  or  condition  90»»J 
uer  she  be,  be  she  fayre,  fowle,  or  yjfauoured,  cannot  be  endued  ' 
with  a  more  precious  pearle  or  iewell,  than  is  the  neaie  and  pure 
vertue  of  honesty  :  which  is  of  sutch  valour,  that  it  alone  without 
other  venue,  is  able  to  render  hir  that  glistereth  in  her  attire,  most^H 
femous  and  excellent.  Be  she  more  beautiful  than  Helena,  be  she'^^ 
mightier  than  the  Amazon,  better  learned  than  Sappho,  rycher 
than  Flora,  more  louinge  than  queene  Dido,  or  more  noble  than 
the  best  empresse  and  queene  of  the  worlde,  or  be  she  ftiU  of 
any  other  vertue,  if  she  want  the  name  of  chast,  shee  is  not  wor- 
thy so  mutch  as  to  beare  the  title  of  honour,  nor  to  be  entertajrned 
in  honest  company.  Yee  shall  peruse  hereafter  an  history  of  a 
countesse  of  Celant,  that  was  a  passing  fayre  dame,  singularly 
adorned  with  nature's  gifts.  She  was  fayre,  pleasaunt,  amiable, 
comely,  and  perchaunce  not  altogether  barrayne  of  good  erudition 
and  learninge :  she  could  play  vpon  the  instruments,  sing,  daunce, 
make  and  compose  witty,  and  amorous  sonets,  and  the  more  her 
company  was  frequented,  the  more  amiable  and  gracious  tlie  same 
was  esteemed.  But  bicause  she  was  vnshamfast  and  lesse  chaste, 
she  was  voyde  of  honest  regarde.  Sutch  as  bee  dishonest,  do  not 
onely  hurt  them  selues,  but  gieue  cause  to  the  common  people  to 
mutter  and  grudge  at  their  parentes  education,  at  their  husbands 
gouernment  and  institution  of  their  children,  causing  them  most 
commonly  to  leade  a  discontented  and  heauy  lyfe.  Thinke  you 
that  Augustus  Ca;sar  (albeit  he  was  a  victorious  emperour,  and 
led  a  triumphant  raygne)  liued  a  contented  life  when  be  sawe  the 
two  luliae,  one  of  them  his  daughter,  the  other  his  niece,  to  vse 
them  selues  like  common  strumpets,  constrained  through  their 
shameful  acts  to  pin,  and  close  vp  himselfe,  shunning  the  conuer- 
sation  of  men,  and  once  in  minde  to  cut  his  daughter's  vaynes 
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to  let  oot  hir  lusty  bloud  r  Was  not  he  wont  (the  teares  trickling 
downe  his  princely  face)  to  say,  that  better  it  was  aeuer  to  haue 
children  and  to  be  deade  without  them,  than  to  haue  a  fniteful 
wife  and  children  so  disordred  r  He  termed  his  daughter  to  be  a 
carrion  lumpe  of  fleshc,  full  of  stench  and  filthinesse.  But  if  I 
list  to  speake  of  women  of  this  age,  from  noble  to  vnooble,  from 
an  emperor's  daughter  to  a  ploughman's  modder,  whose  Hues 
do  frame  after  lulia  hir  lore,  my  pen  to  the  stumpes  would  weare, 
and  my  hande  be  wearied  with  writing.  And  so  likewise  it  would 
of  numbres  no  doubt  in  these  dayes  that  folow  the  trace  of  Lu- 
crece  line,  that  huswifely  and  chastly  contriue  the  day  and  nigbtes 
in  pure  and  godly  exercise.  But  of  tiie  naughty  sorte  to  speake, 
(leaning  to  Toyde  ofience,  sutch  as  do  flourish  in  our  time)  I  will 
not  conceale  the  empresse  Messalina,  that  was  wyfe  to  the  empe- 
rour  Claudius,  not  only  vnworthy  of  empresse  degree,  but  of  the 
title  of  woman:  who  being  abused  by  many,  at  length  arriued 
to  sutch  abhomiuable  lust,  as  not  contented  with  dayly  adulterous 
life,  would  resort  to  the  common  stewes,  where  the  nifhans  and 
publike  harlots  haunted,  for  little  hire,  and  there  for  vilest  price 
with  eclie  slaue  did  humble  liirselfe :  and  at  night  not  satisfied, 
bot  wearied,  returned  home  to  hir  palace,  not  ashamed  to  disclose 
hir  selfe  to  any  that  list  to  lookc  vpon  hir :  and  for  victory  of  that 
beastly  game,  contended  with  hir  lyke.  But  not  to  say  so  mutch 
of  hir  as  I  finde  in  Plinie  his  naturall  history,  in  Suetonius,  and 
Cornelius  Tacitus,  I  leaue  hir  to  hir  selfe,  bycause  I  haue  made 
promise  to  remember  the  dishonest  loue  for  exiunple  sake,  which 
I  reade  of  Faustina,  whose  beauty  of  al  writers  is  vouched  to  be 
most  excellent,  if  excellency  of  good  life  had  thereunto  ben  coupled. 
She  was  the  daughter  and  wyfe  of  two  holy  and  vertuous  empe- 
rours,  the  one  called  Antonius  Pius,  the  other  Marcus  Antonius. 
This  M.  Antonius  in  all  vertuous  workes  was  perfect  and  godJy, 
and  singulerly  loued  his  wife  Faustina,  and  although  she  was 
infamous  to  the  world,  and  a  fable  to  the  people,  yet  he  cared  not 
for  the  same,  sutch  was  tbe  passyng  loue  hee  bare  vnto  hir.  Leaue 
we  to  speake  of  hir  beastly  behauiour  amongs  the  noble  sort, 
without  regard  vnto  hir  most  noble  husbande,  and  come  wee  to 
treate  of  a  certaine  sauage  kind  of  lust  she  had  to  one  of  the 
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gladiatores,  whych  were   a  certaine   sort  of  gainsters   in  Romef 
which  we  terme  to  bee  maisters  of  defence.     She  was  so  fi»r  in 
loue  with  this  gladiator,  as  she  could  not  eat,  drink,  or  siep 
take  an)-  rest.    This  Faustina  was  so  vnshaaiefust,  as  not  re] 
ing  hir  state,  being  as  I  sayde  before  the  daughter  and  wife  of 
two  most  worthy  emperors,  dysdayned  not  to  submilte  lier  body 
to  the  basenesse  of  one  of  the  vilest  sort,  a  rascal  fencer,  and 
many  times  would  goc  to  Caieta,  a  citic  and  hauen  of  Campania, 
to  ioyne  hir   selfe  with  the  gaiye  slaues  there.     Hir   husbande 
which  loued  her  dearely,  comfortyng  his  feble  luuing  wyfe  so  well 
as  be  coulde,  caused  the  best  physicians  he  could  finde,  to  come 
vnto  hir  for  recouery  of  hir  health.     But  all  the  deuysed  physil||H 
of  the  world  was  not  able  to  cure  her,  she  was  so  louesicke.     l'^^ 
the  end  knowing  by  long  experience  the  fauour  and  loue  hir  hus- 
band bare  vnto  hir,  and  knowing  that  nothing  could  withdraw 
his  continued  minde,  she  tolde  him,  that  al  the  torment  and  payne 
shee  sustained,  was  for  the  loue  of  a  gladiator,  towards  whom  hir 
loue  was  so  miserably  bent,  that  except  she  had  his  company, 
death  was  the  next  medicine  for  hir  disease.     The  good  husband 
whych  beyond  measure  loucd  his  wife,  comforted  hir  with    so 
louing  wordes  as  he  could,  and  bad  hir  to  bee  of  good  cbeare^ 
promisinge  hee  would   prouide  remedy.     Afterwards  consulting 
with  a  wise  man  a  Chaldee  born,  opened  vnto  him  the  effect  of 
his  wine's  disease,  and  how  she  was  louesicke  with  sutch  a  person 
oheofthe  gamsters  of  the  city,  promising  great  rewardes  if  he 
could  by  his  secretes  serclie  out  redresse  to  saue  hir  life.     The 
Chaldee  could  tel  him  none  other  remedy,  but  that  he  must  canafe 
the  gladiator  to  be  slaine,  and  with  the  bloud  of  him  to  anoint  the 
body  of  the  empresse,  not  telling  vnto  hir  what  the  ointment  was: 
which  don,  that  he  must  goe  to  naked  bed  to  hir,  and  do  the  met 
of  matrimony.     Some  historiographers  do  write,  that  the  Chaldee 
gaae  him  counsell,  that   Faustina  should  drinke  the  bloud  of  the 
gladiator,  but  the  most  part,  that  hir  body  was  bathed  in  the  same. 
But  how  so  ener  it  was,  it  would  bane  cooled  the  hottest  gentle^ 
woman's  stomack   in  the  world,  to  be  anoynted  with  like  salue. 
To  conclud  the  gladiator  was  slayne  and  the  medicine  made  and 
Applied  to  the  pacient,  and  (he  emperour  lay  with  the  empresw^ 
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Chera  hid  a  trtamre:  Elisa  going  about  In  hang  her  ttlj'e,  and  tiding 
the  halter  about  a  beame  found  that  treature,  and  in  place  thereof 
lefi  the  halter.  Philene  the  daughter  of  Chera  going  for  that 
treasure,  and  busilt/  searching  for  the  same,  found  the  halter, 
wherewithal  for  dispaifre  she  would  haue  hanged  hir  selfe,  but  for- 
bidden btf  Elisa,  Tcho  bi/  chaunce  espied  hir,  she  was  restored  to 
part  of  hir  losse,  leading  afterwards  a  hapj)if  and  prosperous  lyfe. 

FoRTVNE,  the  lady  regent  and  gouernesse  of  man's  lyfe,  soaltreth 
and  chaungcth  the  state  thereof,  as  many  times  we  see  the  noble 
borne  from  that  great  mighty  port,  wherein  they  be,  debased  so 
farre,  as  either  infamously  their  lyfe  is  spent  in  the  hungr}'  lap  of 
dame  Penurj',  or  else  contriued  in  the  vgly  lothsom  house  of 
Wantonnesse,  the  stepdame  of  all  honesty  and  vcrtue.  Some- 
times we  marke  the  vunoble  ladde  that  was  nooseled  in  the  home- 
ly countrey  caban,  or  rude  ciuile  shoppe,  attaine  to  thai  whych 
the  onely  honorable  and  gentle  do  aspire :  and  he  agayne  that  is 
ambicious  in  climbing  vp  the  turning  wheele,  throwen  down 
beneth  the  brink  of  aduersc  luck,  whelmed  in  the  ditch  and  pit 
of  black  despaire.  We  note  also  sometimes  that  the  carelesse 
wyght  of  Fortune's  giftes,  hath  (vnlooked  for)  his  mouth  and 
throte  crammed  full  of  promotion  and  worlde's  delights.  Such  is 
the  maner  of  hir  fickle  stay  :  whereof  this  history  ensuing,  gyueth 
some  intelligence,  by  remembring  the  destenied  lucks  of  ti.  pore 
8ory  girles  that  were  left  destitute  of  desired  things,  both  like  to 
fal  into  despaire,  and  yet  both  holpen  with  that  they  most  desired: 
which  in  this  sort  beginnelh.  In  the  time  that  Scipio  AfTricanus 
had  besieged  the  city  of  Carthage,  Chera  that  was  a  widow 
(dwellinge  there)  seeinge  the  daunger  at  hand  wherein  the  citty 
stoode,  and  doubtyng  the  losse  and  ouerthrowe  of  the  same,  and  that 
the  honor  of  the  dames  and  womankinde,  coulde  vneths  be  sale  and 
harmelesse,  determined  not  to  abide  the  vtterroost :  and  hauinge  a 
good  quantity  of  gold  and  precious  stones,  she  bestowed  the  same 
in  a  casquet,  and  bid  it  vpon  one  of  the   beames  of  hir  house. 
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purposinge  whcD  the  stir  and  daunger  was  past,  to  retouroe  to  bir 
house  agayne  for  those  hir  bidden  things.  Wbicb  done,  in  the 
babite  of  a  poore  woman  with  beronely  daughter  in  hir  hand  that 
was  about  v.  or  vi.  yeares  of  age,  she  went  out  of  Carthage,  and 
passed  ouerthe  seas  into  Scicilia,  where  faJHnge  sicke,  after  she  had 
bene  there  three  or  foure  yeares,  at  length  died.  But  before  shee 
departed,  shee  called  hir  daughter  before  hir,  then  about  ten  yeares 
olde,  and  told  hir  the  place  where  she  had  Jayed  bir  casket.  And 
by  reason  of  the  victory  gotten  by  Scipio,  the  city  was  marucl- 
lously  chaunged,  and  amongs  other  things,  the  house  of  Chera  was 
giuen  to  a  Romane  souldiour  that  was  so  enriched  with  nobilyty 
of  mynd,  as  bee  was  poore  of  fortune's  goods.  Whych  Chera 
vnderstandyng,  was  sorowfull,  and  doubted  of  hir  thynges  secret- 
ive bestowed  vppon  the  beame.  Wberevpon  she  sayd  vnto  hir 
daughter,  that  for  so  much  as  their  house  was  in  the  possession  of 
an  other,  she  ought  to  be  wise  and  circumspect  in  the  recouerye 
of  hir  hidden  goods :  and  that  hir  death  was  the  more  greuous 
vnto  hir,  because  she  must  leaue  hir  (soyong  a  maiden)  vnprouided 
of  frendes  for  bir  good  gouernement.  But  yet  she  incouraged  hir 
againe  and  sayd:  that  sith  necessity  approched,  she  must  in 
childyshe  age,  put  on  a  graue  and  auncient  mind,  and  beware 
bowe  shee  bewrayed  that  casket  to  any  person,  for  that  of  purpose 
shee  reserued  the  knowledge  thereof,  to  hir  self,  that  it  might 
serue  for  hir  preferment,  and  procure  hir  a  husband  worthy  of  bir 
selfe.  And  the  maiden  demaundinge  the  value  of  the  same,  shee 
tolde  hir  that  it  was  worth  cc.  talentes,  and  gaue  hir  in  writing 
the  particulers  inclosed  within  the  caskette,  and  that  the  lyke  bill 
thee  should  find  within  the  same,  written  wyth  hir  owne  hande. 
And  so  the  good  woman  within  a  while  after  dyed,  leauyng  be- 
bynde  hir  the  yong  mayden  hir  daughter,  that  maruellously  la- 
mented the  death  of  hir  mother,  accordingly  as  nature  taught  hir, 
and  ech  other  reasonable  wyght  depriued  from  their  dearest  friends. 
The  maiden  for  hir  yeres  was  very  wise,  and  would  disclose  to 
none  what  hir  mother  had  sayd,  keeping  the  writing  very  care- 
fully. Not  long  after  Philene  (whych  was  the  maiden's  name) 
fell  in  luue  with  a  gentleman  of  Scicilia  of  greate  reputation  and 
authority,  who  al  bee  it  he  sawe  hir  to  be  very  faire  and  comely. 
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yet  cared  not  for  hir  loue  in  respect  of  maryage,  for  that  bee 
knewehir  to  bee  poore,  and  withoutedowrieinete  for  a  gentleman, 
iestyng  and  mocking  to  sec  hir  fixe  hir  minde  on  him,  for  desyre 
to  haue  him  to  hir  husband,  that  was  a  personage  so  noble  and 
rich :  which  refusall  pierced  the  hearte  of  the  lender  maiden, 
bicause  she  saw  hir  seife  forsaken  for  nothynge  else,  but  for  want 
of  goods:  whych  made  hir  to  think  and  consider,  howe  shee 
myght  recouer  the  riches  that  hir  mother  had  layed  vp  in  Car- 
tilage. It  chaunced  as  she  was  in  this  meditation,  the  daughter 
of  him  to  whome  the  house  of  Chera  was  giuen,  called  Elisa, 
was  likewise  enamoured  of  a  noble  yong  gentleman  in  Carthage, 
who  bicause  Elisa  was  the  daughter  of  a  souldiour,  and  not  very 
rich,  in  like  manner  lauglied  and  iested  at  hir  loue,  no  lesse  than 
the  other  did  at  Philene.  Notwithstanding  Eliza  attempted  aJ 
meanes  possible  to  induce  the  yong  man  to  loue  hir,  but  liir  prac- 
tise and  attemptes  tended  to  none  effect.  And  last  of  all,  desirous 
to  haue  a  resolute  answere,  and  thereby  vnderstode,  that  he  would 
rather  dye  than  take  hir  to  wyfe,  she  fell  into  despayre  and  curssed 
fortune,  and  hir  fate,  that  she  was  not  borne  riche  enough  to 
match  wyth  hir  chosen  gentleman,  and  that  she  being  poore,  must 
fall  in  loue  wyth  sutch  a  personage :  whereupon  she  myserably 
tormented  hir  selfe,  still  bewaylinge  hir  vnhappy  lucke,  that  shee 
could  not  win  him  to  be  hir  husband,  for  whych  only  intent  and 
purpose  she  loued  him.  And  this  amorous  passion  incredibly 
growing  in  hir,  the  rootcs  whereof  be  planted  in  the  restlesse  hu- 
mor of  melancholy^  and  wanting  all  hope  and  comforte  to  stay 
that  rankc  and  rammishe  weede,  it  so  increased  in  her,  as  shee 
franticke  in  raging  loue  gaue  hir  selfe  ouer  to  the  spoyle  of  her- 
self: and  to  rid  her  from  the  griefe,  she  determined  to  kill  hir 
selfe,  imagining  whych  way  she  might  do  the  same.  At  length 
she  was  resolued,  with  hir  father's  sword  to  peerce  hir  body : 
hut  hir  heart  not  seruing  hir  thereunto,  deuised  by  the  halter  to 
end  her  lyfe,  saying  thus  to  herselfe:  "  Thys  death  yet  shal  do 
me  good,  that  the  cruel  man  may  know  that  for  his  sake  I  haue 
dune  this  fact :  and  if  his  heart  be  not  made  of  iron  or  Steele,  he 
can  not  chose  but  sorrowc  and  Innicni,  that  a  poore  mayde  whych 
loued  him  better  than  hir  ownc  lyfe,  hath  made  sutch  wretched 
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ende  onely  for  his  cruelty."     Elisa  condutlinge  vpon  this  intent, 
prepared  a  halter :  and  being  alone  in  her  house,  in  the  chamber 
where  the  casket  lay  vpon  the  beame,  placed  a  stoole  vnder  the 
same,  and  began  to  tye  the  halter  about  the  beame :  in  doingc 
whereof,  she  espied  the  casket,  and  reached  the  same  vnto  hir, 
who  feeling  it  to  be  heauy  and  weiglity,  immediatly  did  open  it, 
and  founde  the  byl  within,  which  Chera  had  written  with  hirowne 
band,  agreable  to  that  which  she  had  deliuered  to  hir  daughter, 
wherein  were  particularly  remembred  the  iewels  and  other  riches 
fast  closed  within  the  casket.     Who  disclosing  the  bagges  wherein 
the  gold  and  iewels  were  bound  vp,  and  seeing  the  great  value  of 
the  same,  wondred  thereat,  and  ioyfullfor  that  fortune,  hid  the  rope 
which  she  had  prepared  for  hir  death,  in  the  place  where  she  found 
the  casket,  and  with  great  gladnesse  and  mirth  went  vnto  hir 
father,  and  shewed  him  what  she  had  found,  whereat  the  father 
reioyced  no  lesse,  then  his  daughter  Elisa  did,  bicause  he  sawe 
bimselfe  thereby  to  be  discharged  of  his  former  poore  life,  and  like 
to  proue  a  man  of  inestimable  wealth  and  substance :  and  saw 
likewise  that   the  poore  wench  his  daughter,  by   the  addicion  of 
those  riches,  was  like  to  attayae  the  party  whom  shee  loued. 
When  he  bad  taken  forth  those  bagges  and  well  surueyed  tlic 
value,  to  the  intent  no  man  might  suspect  the  sodayne  mutation 
of  his  state,  tooke  his  daughter  with  him,  and  went  to  Rome, 
where  after  he  had  remayned  certayne  monethcs,  hee  returned  to 
Carthage,  and  began  very  galantly  to  apparell  bimselfe,  and  to 
keepe  a  bountifull  and  liberal]  house.     His  table  and  port  was 
very  delicate  and  sumptuous,  and  hys  stable  stored  wyth  many 
fayre  horsse,  in  all  poynctes  sheewinge  bimselfe  very  noble  and 
rich :  by  which  sodayne  chaunge  of  state,  itie  whole  ciity  beleeued, 
that  he  had  brought  that  wealth  from  Rome.     And  bicause   it 
is  the  common  opinion  of  the  vulgar  sort,  that  where  tliere  is  no 
riches,  there  is  no  nobility,  and  that  they  alone  make  men  noble 
and  gentle  (a  foolyshe  opinion  in  decde  proccedinge  from  heads 
that  be  rash  and  light)  the  people  markinge  that  porte  and  charge 
kept   by  the  souldiour,  conceyued  that  he  was  of  some  noble 
house.     And  throughout  the  whole  citty  great  and  solemne  honour 
was  done  vnto  him :  whereupon  the  young  gentleman,  with  whom 
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Elisa  was  in  loue,  began  to  bee  ashamed  of  liimselfe,  that  he  had 
disda3med  the  mayden.  Whych  mayden  seeing  hir  father's  house 
to  be  in  sutch  reputation,  made  sute  to  her  father,  that  he  would 
procure  the  gentleman  to  bee  hir  husband.  But  hir  father  wylled 
hir  in  any  wyse  to  keepe  secret  hir  desire,  and  not  to  sceme  her 
selfe  to  bee  in  loue,  and  wysely  tolde  hir,  that  more  raeete  it 
was  that  shee  should  bee  solicited  by  him,  than  shee  to  make 
sule  or  request  for  mariage :  alleaginge  that  the  lesse  desirous 
the  gentleman  had  bene  of  hir,  the  more  deare  and  better  beloued 
shee  shoulde  bee  to  hym.  And  many  tymes  when  hys  daughter 
was  demaunded  to  wyfe,  he  made  aunswere  that  matrimony  was  a 
state  of  no  htle  importance,  as  enduring  the  whole  course  of  lyfe, 
and  therefore  ought  well  to  bee  considered  and  wayed,  before  any 
conclusion  were  made.  But  for  all  these  demaundesand  aunswers, 
and  all  these  stops  and  stayes,  the  mayden  was  indowed  with  an 
honest  dowry,  and  in  the  end  her  louer  and  she  were  maried, 
with  so  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  them  both,  as  they 
deemed  themselues  happy.  In  the  meane  time  while  these  things 
were  done  at  Carthage,  Philene  in  Scicilia  toke  thought  how  she 
might  recouer  hei  goods  geuen  to  her  by  her  mother,  desirous 
by  their  meanes  also  to  sort  hir  earnest  and  ardent  loue  to  nappy 
successe.  And  debatinge  with  her  selfe  (as  we  haue  sayd  before) 
howe  she  might  obtayne  them,  because ,the  house  was  in  posses- 
sion of  an  other,  thought  it  to  bee  tfgaj'nst  reason  and  order, 
that  although  she  had  lost  hir  house,  yet  hir  goods  ought  to  be 
restored  vnto  hir,  which  were  hir  onely  mayntenance  and  reputa- 
tion, and  the  fittest  instrument  that  should  conduct  her  loue  to 
happy  ende.  And  hearinge  tell  that  the  father  of  Elisa  the  pos- 
sessour  of  hir  mother's  house  liued  at  Carthage  in  great  royalty 
and  magnificence,  thought  that  if  by  some  sleight  and  pollicie  she 
founde  not  meanes  to  enter  the  house  without  suspicion,  hir 
attempt  would  be  in  vayne :  determined  therefore  to  goe  to  Car- 
thage, and  to  seeke  seruiee  in  that  house,  counlerfaytinge  the  kynde 
and  iiabite  of  a  page.  For  she  considered,  that  if  she  went  thither 
in  order  and  apparell  of  a  mayden,  she  should  incur  the  perill  of 
hir  virginity,  and  fall  into  the  lapse  of  diuers  other  daungers, 
purposed  then  to  go  thyther  in  maner  of  a  page  and  lacky.     And 
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when  she  had  in  that  sort  furnished  hirselfe,  she  passed  the  seas, 
and  arriued  at  Carthage.  And  seekinge  seruice  about  the  city 
at  length  chaunced  to  be  retayned  in  a  house  that  was  next 
neyghbour  to  the  souldier,  and  bicause  this  wench  was  genilc 
and  of  a  good  disposition,  was  wei  beloued  of  her  maister,  who 
being  ttie  frend  of  Eiisa,  hir  father  many  times  sent  vnio  him 
diuers  presents  aqd  gifts  by  Philene,  wherevppou  she  began 
to  be  acquainted  and  famiUar  with  the  seruantes  of  tlie  house, 
and  by  her  oft  repaj're  thytlier  viewed  and  marked  euer)'  corner, 
and  v|>on  a  time  entred  tiie  chamber  wherein  hir  motiier  Chera 
tolde  hir,  that  shee  had  bestowed  hir  goods,  and  lookinge  vpon 
the  beames  espied  by  cerlayne  sigiies  and  tokens,  one  of 
them  to  be  the  same  where  the  casket  lay  :  and  therewithal  wel 
satisfied  and  contented,  verily  supposed  that  the  casket  stil  re- 
mayned  there,  and  without  further  businesse  for  that  time,  expect- 
ed some  other  season  for  recouery  of  the  same.  In  the  ende,  the 
good  behauiour  and  diligence  of  Philene,  was  so  liked  ofElisa, 
as  hir  father  and  she  made  sute  to  hir  maister  to  giue  hir  leaue  to 
serue  them,  who  bycause  they  were  his  friends,  preferred  Philene 
Tnto  them,  and  became  a  page  of  that  house.  And  one  day 
secretly  repayrynge  into  the  chamber,  where  the  treasm-e  lay, 
mounted  vppon  a  stoole,  and  sought  the  beame  for  the  casket: 
where  she  found  no  casket,  but  in  place  where  that  lay,  the  halter, 
wherwitlial  Elisa  woulde  haue  strangled  hir  self.  And  searching  all 
the  parts  of  the  chamber  and  the  beames,  and  finding  nothing  else 
but  the  halter,  she  was  surprised  with  sutch  incredible  sorrowe,  as 
she  seemed  like  a  stock,  without  spiryte,  voice  or  life.  Afterwardes, 
being  come  againe  to  hir  selfe,  shee  began  pitifully  to  lament  and 
complayn  in  this  maner:  "  Ah  wretched  Philene,  vnder  what 
vnluckie  signe  and  planet  was  thou  begotten  and  borne  f  wyth 
what  offence  were  the  heauens  wroth,  when  they  forced  thee  lo 
pierce  thy  mother's  wombe  ?  Could  I  poore  creature  when  I  was 
framed  within  the  moulde  of  nature,  and  fed  of  my  mother's  sub- 
stance within  hir  wombe,  and  afterwards  in  due  time  brought 
forth  to  light,  conmiit  such  crime,  as  to  prouoke  the  celestiall  im- 
pressions to  conspire  agaynst  my  natiuity,  to  brynge  mine  in- 
creased age  into  such  wretched  state  and  plighte  wherein  it  is  now 
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wrapped  ?  No,  no,  my  faulte  was  notliing,  it  was  parent's  offence, 
if  any  were  at  all :  for  many  times  we  see  the  innocent  babe 
afflicted  for  the  father's  guilt.  The  gods  do  punish  the  posterity, 
for  som  sacrilege  or  notorious  crime  committed  by  progenitors : 
theyr  manner  is  not  to  suffer  heynous  fauites  vnreueoged  :  their 
iustice  cannot  abide  such  mischief  vncorrected  for  example  sake: 
so  fareth  it  by  me.  First  my  father  died,  after  wardes  my  mother 
a  widow  was  driuen  to  abandon  natiuc  soyle,  and  seeke  reliefe  in 
forrain  land  :  and  leaning  that  wherwith  we  were  possessed  in  eni- 
uiies  keping,  were  forced  a  simple  life  to  leade  among  straungers. 
And  my  mother,  yelding  forth  hir  ghost,  made  me  beleue  that  shee 
had  hidden  great  treasures  here :  and  I  vnhappy  wench  thinking 
to  obteine  the  pray,  haue  wandred  in  counterfeit  kinde,  and  fetch- 
ed many  a  bitter  sigh,  vntil  I  came  into  this  place:  and  the  thing 
I  hoped  for,  which  myght  haue  bene  the  meanes  and  ende  of  all 
my  care,  is  turned  tonothyng:  a  casket  transformed  into  a  halter  : 
gold  and  iewels  into  a  piece  of  rope  ?  Is  this  the  mariage  dowry 
(.Philene)  thou  art  like  to  haue  to  match  with  him  whom  thou  so 
derely  iouest  f  Is  this  the  knot  that  shall  conioyne  you  both  in 
yoke  of  man  and  wife?  Ah  wretch  and  miserable  caitife,  the  goods 
iliy  mother  layd  vp  for  thee,  for  maintenance  of  thy  rest,  and 
safegarde  of  thine  honour,  and  for  the  reputation  of  thy  noble 
house,  wherof  ihou  camst,  is  now  berieued  from  thee :  they  that 
kepe  this  stately  house,  and  beare  their  lofty  port  amid  the  best, 
haue  despoiled  thee  pore  wench  of  that  after  which  thou  didst 
vainly  trauayle.  But  what  remedye  no#f  sith  thy  wicked  lot 
doth  thus  fall  out,  sith  thy  cruel  fate  is  loth  thou  shouldest  at- 
teine  the  thing  on  whych  thy  mind  is  bente,  and  sith  thy  painfull 
lyfe  can  take  no  ende,  make  spede  to  rid  thy  selfe  fiom  misery  by 
that  meanes  which  he  hath  prepared  for  thee  that  hath  found  thy 
goods:  who  seeing  his  good  aduenture  to  be  thy  bune,  his  happy 
pray  to  bee  thy  spoyle,  hath  left  in  lieu  of  treasure,  a  halter,  that 
therwith  thou  mightest  dispatch  iliy  selfe  from  all  thy  griefcs,  and  in 
their  vnhappye  companye  to  cease  thy  life, that  tlie  lothsom,  lenglh- 
ning  of  the  same  might  not  increase  thy  further  |)lainls,  sorowes, 
anguish  and  affliction.  And  in  the  place  whire  infortunate  Philene 
toke  hir  beginning,  ther  (he  miserable  wretclie  must  (inishe  that, 
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»hich  withoat  hir  desired  gaiue  no  longer  can  be  maynteined. 
Peraduenture  it  may  come  to  passe  as  when  thy  soule  is  losed 
from  this  morta]l  charge,  it  shall  staike  by  hym,  by  whom  it 
liuelh,  and  by  him  also  whom  she  thought  to  ioy  in  greatest  con- 
tentation  that  euer  mortall  woman  did."  And  thus  plaininge  and 
sighing  hir  il  fortune,  when  she  had  ended  those  words  she  tyed 
the  haJter  about  the  beame,  where  sometimes  hir  treasure  lay, 
which  beyng  done  shee  put  the  same  about  hir  necke,  sayinge : 
"  O  crooked  lady  fortune,  that  hast  thus  vnfrendJy  dealt  with  thine 
bumble  clyent :  Ah  dispayre,  thou  vgly  wretch  and  companion  of 
the  distressed  that  is  vnwilhnge  to  leaue  my  haunte  vntyll  thou 
playe  the  hangman.  Ah  dyueil  incarnate  that  goest  aboute  to 
hale  and  plucke  the  innocent  into  thy  hellish  caue.  Out  vppon- 
the  thou  deformed  hellish  dogge,  that  waitest  at  the  fiery  gate  to 
lette  them  in,  which  faine  would  passe  an  other  porte."  And  as 
shee  was  powryng  forth  these  spitefull  wordes,  redy  to  rcmoue 
the  Steele  to  fetch  hir  swjnge,  the  gods  which  would  not  giue 
consent,  that  the  innocent  wench  should  enter  that  vile  and  oppro- 
brious death,  moued  the  heart  of  Elisa,  to  passe  by  the  place  where 
she  was  in  workynge  on  her  selfe  that  desperate  end  :  who  hearing 
those  moneful  plaints  vttred  after  such  terrible  manner,  opened 
the  chamber  doore,  and  saw  that  myserable  sight :  and  ignorant  of 
the  occasion,  moued  with  pity,  ranae  and  stayed  hir  from  the  fact. 
Haying  thus  vnto  bir :  "  Ah  Philene,"  (whych  was  the  name  that 
siie  had  giuen  to  hir  selfe)  "  what  folic  hath  bewitched  thy  mind  f 
What  plirensie  hath  incharmed  thy  braine  r  What  harde  aducnture 
hath  moued  thee  in  this  miserable  wise,  to  ende  thy  life."  "  Ah" 
(sayd  Philene)  "  suffer  me  Elisa,  to  finish  my  tormentes:  giuerae 
liberty  to  vnburden  my  selfe  firom  the  bande  of  cares  that  do  assaile 
me  on  euery  side:  lette  these  helhoundes  that  stande  heare  rounde 
about  mee,  haue  thcyr  praye  for  which  they  gape.  Thou  moued 
by  compassion,  arte  come  hither  to  stay  mec  from  the  halter :  but 
in  doyng  so,  thou  doest  mee  greater  wrong,  than  doeth  despayre 
whych  eggeth  me  therunto.  Suffer  I  say,  that  mine  afflictions 
raay  take  some  end,  sith  cruel  fortune  willeth  it  to  be  so,  or  rather 
vnhappj'  fate:  for  sowre  death  is  sweeter  in  my  conceit,  tlian 
bitter  life  contriued  in  sharper  sauce  than  gall  or  wormwood." 
VOL.    11.  Q 
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Elisa  hearing  her  speake  these  wordes,  sayd :  "  For  so  much  a» 
thy  myshap  is  such,  as  onely  death  is  the  nearest  remedy  to  de-' 
priue  thy  payne,  what  wicked  chaunce  hatli  induced  thee,  in  this 
house  to  finish  those  thy  miseries?  ^^'hat  hath  prouoked  the 
to  sutch  augury  to  this  our  most  happy  and  ioyfull  family  ?"*• 
"  Forced  is  the  partye"  (sayd  Philene)  "  so  to  doe,  when  des- 
tenyc  hath  so  appointed."  "  What  desteny  is  that  r"  demaund- 
ed  Elisa.  "  Tell  mee  I  beseecli  thee,  perchaunce  thou  mayst 
preuent  the  same  by  other  remed}'  than  that  whereabout  thou 
goest."  "  No,"  (aunswered  Phiicue)  "  that  is  impossible,  but  to 
satisfic  thy  request  which  so  instantly  thou  crauest  of  me,  I  wil  tel 
thee  the  summe  of  al  my  misery."  In  saying  so  the  teares  gushed 
forth  hir  eyes,  and  hir  voice  brake  oute  into  complaints,  and  thus 
began  to  say :  "  Ah  Elisa,  why  should  I  seke  to  prolong  my 
wretched  life  in  this  vale  of  wretched nesse,  wherein  I  haue  ben  so 
miserably  afflicted?  my  mother  pitieng  mine  estate  and  seeynge 
mc  voyde  of  frends,  and  a  fatherlesse  child  vpon  hir  death  bed, 
disclosed  vnto  oie  a  treasure  which  she  had  hidden  vpon  this 
beam  whervnto  this  halter  (the  best  remedy  of  my  misery)  is  tied  : 
and  I  making  serch  for  the  same,  in  place  of  that  treasure 
found  this  halter,  ordeined  as  I  suppose  (by  what  misfortune  I 
knowe  not)  for  my  death :  and  where  I  thought  among  the  happy 
to  be  the  most  happy,  I  see  mj-  selfe  amongs  al  vnlucky  women 
to  be  the  most  vnfortunate."  Elisa  hearing  hir  say  so,  greatly 
marucUed  and  sayd:  "  Why  then  I  perceiue  thou  art  a  woman 
and  not  a  man."  "  Yea,  truly,"  answered  the  vnhappy  mayden : 
"  A  singuler  example  of  extreme  misery  to  all  sortes  of  women." 
"  And  why  so  f"  demaunded  Elisa.  "  Bicause"  (answered  Phi- 
lene)" that  the  pestilent  planet  vnder  which  I  was  borne,  will 
hauc  it  to  be  so."  And  then  she  told  hiral  that  which  hadchaua- 
ced  from  the  time  of  hir  mother's  departure  out  of  Carthage,  and 
how  she  went  into  Scicilia  and  recounted  vnto  hir  the  loue  that  she 
bare  to  a  Scicilian  gentleman,  and  howe  that  he  disdayning  hir  for' 
hir  pouerty,  refused  to  be  hir  husband:  whervpoii  to  atchieue  hir 
desire  as  loth  to  forgoe  him,  was  come  in  matter  of  a  page  to  Car- 
th.age,  to  recouer  the  riches  which  hir  mother  had  hidden  there,  to 
the  intent  she  might  obtaine  (if  not  by  other  meanes)  with  som 
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rich  dowrie,  tfaeyong  gentleman  to  husband  whom  she  so  dcarely 
loued.     And  then  rcenforcing  hir  complaint,  she  said:  That  si th 
fortune  had  despoiled  hir  of  that  which  migiit  haue  accomplished 
hir  desire,  resting  do  cause  why  she  should  any  longer  Hue,  the 
halter  was  prepared  for  hir  to  end  hir  daies,  and  to  rid  hir  life  from 
troubles.    And  therefore  she  praied  hir  to  be  contented,  that  she 
might  make  that  end  which  hir  misaduenture  and  wicked  fortune 
had  predestinate.     I  doubt  not  but  there  be  many,  which  vnder- 
suinding  that  the  treasure  did  belong  to  Philene,  if  they  had  found 
the  like  as  Elisa  did,  would  not  onely  not  haue  forbidden  hir  the 
death,  but  also  by  speedy  meanes  haue  hastened  the  same,  for  so 
mutch  as  by  that  occasion  the  hidden   treasure  should  haue  ben 
out  of  strife  and  contention  :  so  great  is  the  force  of  couetousnesse 
in  theminde  of  man.     But  good  Elisa  knew  ful  wel  the  mutability 
of  fortune  in  bumaiae  thinges,  for  so  mutch  as  she  by  seeking 
death,  had  founde  the  thinge  which  not  onely  deliuered  hir  from 
the  same,  but  made  hir  the  best  contented  woman  of  the  worlde. 
And  Philene  seekinge  hir  contentation,  in  place  thereof,  and  by 
like  occasion,  found  the  thinge  that  would  haue  ben  the  instru- 
ment of  hir  death,  and  moued  with  very  great  compassion   of 
the  mayden,  desired  to  haue  better  aduertisement  howe  that  trea- 
sure could  belong  to  her.  Then  Philene  shewing  forth  hir  mother's 
writing,  which   parricularly   remembred    the  parcels    within    the 
casket,  and  Elisa  seeinge  the  same  to  be  agreeable  to  the  hand 
wherewith  the  other  was  written  that  was  founde  in  the  casket, 
was  assured  that  all  the  gold  and  iewcis  which  she  had  found,  did 
belong  vnto  Philene,  and  sayd  vnto  hirselfe :  "  The  godi  defend 
that  I  should   prepare  the  halter  for   the  death  of  this  innocent 
wench,  whose  substaunce  hath  yelded  vnto  roee  my  hart's  desire.'' 
And  comforting  the  mayden,  in  the  ende  she  sayd  :  "  Be  contented 
Philene,  and  giue  ouer  this  thy  desperate  determination,  for  both 
thy  lyfe  shalbe  prolonged,  and  thy  discontented  minde  appeased, 
lioping  thou  shall  receyue  the  comfortethou  desirest."    And  with 
tboM;  words  she  losed  the  halter  from  hir  neck,  and  takinge  hir  by 
the  hand,  brought  hir  to  the  place  where  hir  father  and  husband 
were,  and  did  them  to  vnderstand  tlie  force  and  terms  whereunto 
tlie  6er  of  loue  and  desperation  had  brought  that  amorous  mayden : 
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tellinge  theym   tliat  all  the  treasure  and  iewels  wliicli  she  had 
found  (where  she  left   the  halter,   and   wherewith  Philene  was  i 
minded   to  hang  hir  selfe)  did  by  good  right   and  reason  belonge 
to  hir:  then  she  did    Jet  them  se  the  counterpayne  of  that  bill 
which  was  in  the  casket,  in  al  points  agreeable  thereunto,  decla- 
ringe  moreouer  that  verye  lyke  and  reasonable  yt  were,  like  cur^ 
tesJe  shoulde  bee  vsed  vnlo  hir,  as  by  whom  they  hadde  receyued 
so  greate  honoure   and   delyghte.     Her  husband   which  was  a 
Carthagian  borne,  very  churlishe  and  couetous,  albeit   by  con- 
ferring the  writings  together,  he  knewe  the  matter  to  be  true,  and 
that  Pbilene  ought  to  be  the  possessor  thereof,  yet  by  no  raeanes 
woulde  agree    vnto  hys   wyue's  request,  but  fell   into  a  rage, 
callinge  hir  foole  and  ideot,  and  sayinge   that    hee  had  rather 
that  shee  had  bene  a  thousande  tymes  hanged,  than  he  would 
giue  hir  one   peny  :  and    although  she  had   saued  hir  life,  yet 
she  ought  to  be  banished  the  citty,  for  so  mutch  as  the  same 
and   all   the   propcrtie  thereof  was  brought   into  the   Horaanc's 
handes,  and  amongs  the  same  hir  mother's  house,  and  al  hir  goods 
in  possession  of  the  victors,  and  euery  part,  at  their  disposition 
and  pleasure.     And  moreouer,  for  so  mutch  as  hir  mother  and  shee 
had  departed  Carthage,  and  would  not  abide  the  hazarde  and  ex- 
tremity of  tlieir  countrey  as  other  citizens  did,  and  hauing  con- 
cealed and  hidden  those  riches  which  ought  to  haue  ben  brought 
forth  for  the  common  defence  of  their  countrey,  and  gone  out  of 
the  citty  as  though  she  had  ben  a  poore  simple  woman,  poorely 
therefore  she  ought  to  lyue  in  Scicilia,  whyihcr  she   was   fled. 
Wherefore  he  was  of  opinion,  that  she  in  this  maner  beinge  de- 
parted when  the  citty  had   greatest  necde  of  hir  heipe,  was  dis- 
franchised of  all  the  rightes  and  customes  of  the  countrey,  and 
that  like  as  a  straunger  can  recouer  nothinge  in  that  citty,  except 
he  haue  the  priuiledge  and  freedome  of  the  same,  euen  so  Philene 
(for  the  considerations  before  recited)  ought  to  be  compted  for  a 
straunger,  and  not  to  participate  any  thinge  within  the  city,  ac- 
cordingly as  the  lawes  forbid.     When  he  had  so  sayd,  he  was 
like  by  force  to  expell  the  sorrowfull  mayden  out  of  the  house. 
These  wordes  greatly   grieued  Philene,  who  doubted  least  his 
father  in  law  would  haue  ioyned  with  him,  and  agree  vnto  hys 
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alJeaged  reasons,  wliycli  seemed  to  be  of  gicai  iiiipoi (aunce  and 
cft'ect:  and  therefore  thought  newly  to  returne  to  the  halter  for 
remetly  of  hir  griefcs;  but  it  otherwise  chaunced,  for  tiic  father 
of  lilisa,  which  wiisa  Uoniane  borne,  and  artectcd  with  a  Kuinanc 
ininde,   and  therefore  of  a  gentle  and  well  dis]io$ed  nature,  know 
ful  wel,  that  alilious;!)   the   honse  was  given    vnto    him    by    the 
consent  of  Scipio,  and  oilier  the  captaynes,  yet  he  knew  that  their 
pleasure  was  not  to  be»towc  on  him  the   treasure  hidden  in   the 
same,  and   therefore  ought   to  be  restored   to  the  true  owner,  or 
else  confiscate  and  pmperly  due  to  the   Komane  psche<]uer,  or 
common  treasure  house  of  tlic  same:  and  albeit  that   it  was  true 
that  hir  mother  wen f  out  of  Carthage,  in   liie  time  of  the  siege, 
and  therefore  had  forfayled  the  siune,  yet  he  determined  to  shewe 
some  curtesie  vnto   the  younge  mayden,  and   to  be   thaiikfull  to 
fortune,  for  the  benefite  which  by   hir  meanes  he  had  receyued, 
ihinkinge  that  she  would   be  displeased  with   him,  if  he  with  vn- 
gratefull  miiide  or  dishonourable  intent  >liouid  receyue  hir  giftcs. 
For  in  those  dayes  the  Komans  highly  reiierenccd  lady  fortune, 
and  in  hir  honour  had  erected  temples,  ai»d  dedicated  aultars,  and 
in   prosperous    tyme  and    happy   adueutures,    they   consecrated 
vowes,  and  sacrifices  vnto  hir,  ihinkinge  (although  supersticiously) 
that  like  as  from  God  there  proceeded  none  euil,  euen  so  from 
him   all   goodneste  was  deriued :    that  all  felicity  and  other  good 
happes,   whych  chaunced   vppon  the   Komane   common  wealth, 
proceeded   from   fortune,  as  the   fountayne    and    most  principal! 
occasion,  and   that  they  which   would  not  confesse  hir  force,  and 
be  thanckful  vnto  hir  godheade,  incurred   in  the  ende  hir  displea- 
I  and  daungers  very  great  and  ha^-nous.     This  Romane  then 
ing  this  opinion,  beinge  (as    I  sayd  before)  of  a  gentle  dispo- 
litirm  woulde  at  one  instant  both  render  thankes  to  fortune,  and 
vse  curtesie  vnto  that  mayden,  by  whose  riches  and  goods  from 
lowe  degree  he  was  aduaunced  to  honourable  state.     Wherefore 
tomiDg  his   face   vnto  hir,  with  louing   coantenaunce  he  spake 
these  wordes:  "  Right  gentle  damoscl,  albeit  by  the  reasons  alleg- 
ed by  my  sonne  in  law,  none  of  the  treasure  hidden  by  thy  mother, 
andfounde  by  my  daughter  in  thys  house,  of  right  doth  appertayne 
to  thee,  yet  I  will  that  thou  shalte  vnderstandc  my  curtesie,  and 
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that  thou  see  how  the  Romanes  doe  more  esteeme  the  nobility 
of  their  minde,  than  all  the  riches  of  the  world.  Therefore  that 
thou  maysi  enioy  thy  loue,  I  referre  vnto  thee  and  to  thy  dispo- 
sition all  the  goods  and  iewels  (hat  were  in  the  casket,  and  con- 
tayncd  in  thy  writinge.  Bcholde  therefore  (causinge  the  casket 
to  be  brought  vnto  him)  all  the  iewels  and  other  parcels  (hat  were 
in  the  same  when  they  were  founde,  take  so  mutch  thereof  as  thou 
wilt,  and  if  so  bee  thou  desire  the  whole,  willingly  I  render  the 
same  vnto  thee,  sithens  by  meanes  of  those  riches,  and  the 
industry  of  my  trafique,  I  haue  gayned  so  mutch,  as  hauinge 
gyuen  a  conuenient  dowry  vnto  my  daughter,  I  honorably  Hue 
without  it."  Philene  seeing  the  curtesie  of  this  valiaunt  gentle- 
man, gaue  him  infinite  thanks,  and  then  sayd  vnto  him :  "  Sir, 
I  for  my  part  dare  aske  nothinge,  well  kiiowinge  that  if  you  geue 
me  nothinge,  there  is  no  cause  why  I  shoulde  complayne  of  you, 
but  of  my  hard  and  wicked  fortune,  whych  hath  offered  and  giuen 
that  to  you,  whych  ought  to  haue  bin  mine.  Wherefore,  sith  your 
curtesie  is  sutch,  as  you  refer  the  whole  to  mee,  I  purpose  to  take 
nothing,  but  will  that  the  whole  shall  bee  in  your  disposition, 
and  giue  mce  what  you  list,  and  that  so  gieuen  of  your  liberality, 
I  shal  more  thankfully  receiue,  than  if  debt  or  duty  did  constrayne 
it:  and  if  it  shall  please  you  to  giue  me  nothing,  my  heart  shal 
bee  so  well  appeased,  for  that  your  curtesie,  as  rather  woulde  I 
chose  to  liue  iu  the  poore  estate  wherein  I  am,  than  be  rych  with 
your  displeasure."  llowbeit,  the  Romayne  intreated  Philene  to 
take  thereof  what  shee  thought  good  :  and  Philene  craned  no  more 
than  it  pleased  hym  to  gyue.  Eyther  of  them  sundinge  vpon 
these  termes  Elisa,  brake  the  strife,  who  knowinge  the  force  of 
loue,  and  the  griefcs  incident  to  his  clients,  by  hir  own  harmes, 
moued  to  haue  compsission  vpon  the  afflicted,  turned  towardes  hir 
father,  and  sayd  vnto  him :  "  Right  louinge  father,  the  conten- 
cion  betweenc  Philene  and  you,  is  risen  of  a  matter  which  came  by 
me.  The  treasure  for  which  you  striue,  and  committed  to  the  will 
of  Philene,  was  found  by  me,  whereof  if  it  please  you  both,  I  wyll 
take  sutch  order,  as  both  you  shalbe  satisfied."  "  I  am  contented," 
sayd  hir  father  :  "  And  I  likewise,"  aunswered  Philene.  Then  sayd 
Eliza:  "  You  father  hitherto  haue  had  but  one  daughter,  which 
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am  I,  vnto  whom  like  a  chylde  and  louinge  daughter  I  haue  beno 
obedient,  and  &halbc  all  ihe  dayes  of  my  lyfe  :  and  I  agayne  haue 
receiued  from  you  sutch  fatherly  education,  as  your  ability  and 
state  required.  This  treasure  1  found  and  gaue  to  you  for  ease 
and  comfort  of  vg  both :  to  me  it  yelded  llie  only  delectation  of 
my  heart  in  choyse  of  husband :  to  you  honour  and  estimation 
witiiin  tbys  ciity.  \\'herefore,  sith  the  principal  came  from  me, 
and  the  right  resteth  in  this  careful  maiden,  my  desire  is,  that 
where  before  you  bad  but  one  daughter,  you  will  adopt  this  may- 
den  for  another,  and  thinke  that  you  haue  twaine,  and  that  you 
will  inireate  Philtne  in  like  sort  as  if  shee  were  my  sister:  and 
where  this  inheritance  and  reuenue  wherewith  now  you  be  pos- 
sessed, and  this  casket  also  ought  to  be  onely  myne  after  your 
decease,  for  that  you  haue  no  sonnes,  nor  other  issue,  my  desire  is 
that  you  geue  vnto  her  the  halfe,  and  that  you  accept  hir  for  your 
daughter,  as  1  doe  meane  to  take  hir  for  my  sister:  and  accord- 
ingely  to  vse  hir  duringe  iyfe."  With  these  wordes  Elisa  im- 
braced  Philene,  and  louingly  dyd  kisse  hir,  sayinge  vnto  hir: 
"For my  sister  lentertayn  thee  Philene."  And  then  shee  tookehir 
by  the  hand,  and  gaue  hir  vnto  hir  father  with  these  woordes : 
"  Beholde  father,  your  new  daughter,  whom  1  beseech  you  so  har- 
tily  to  lone  as  you  do  Elisa  youre  naturall  chylde."  The  father 
praysed  the  curtesie  of  Elisa,  and  receiued  Philene  for  his  daugh- 
ter and  was  contented  wyth  the  arbitrament  of  hys  daughter. 
But  Elisa  pcrceyuing  hir  husband  to  be  somewhat  oflfended  there- 
wyth,  specially  for  that  the  same  should  be  dcuided  into  two 
paries,  which  was  like  to  haue  bene  hys  wholly  before,  persuaded 
hym  by  gentle  moanes  to  be  content  wyth  that  agreement :  and 
alliiough  at  the  tirst  he  could  not  well  brookc  the  liberality  of  his 
iryfc,  yet  at  length  viewinge  the  good  behauiour  and  gentle  dis- 
position of  Philene,  and  the  contented  minde  of  his  father  in  law, 
together  wyth  the  noble  nature  of  his  wyfc,  ami  hir  wise  adiicr- 
tisemcnt  of  Fortune's  fickle  assurance,  yelded,  and  acknowledged 
Philene  for  hys  kinswoman.  And  so  Philene  put  in  possession 
of  the  halfe  of  those  goods,  whereof  she  was  altogether  out  of 
hope,  was  well  satisticd,  and  had  the  Romane  for  hir  father,  Elisa 
for  hir  syster,  and    hir  husband  for  hir  kinsman.     That  valyani 
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Roman  was  so  careful  ouer  Philene,  as  if  she  bad  ben  bis  owne 
daughter,  and  so  indeaored,  as  be  brought  to  passe  that  sbe  ob- 
teined  hir  beloued  Scicilian  to  hushandc:  who  also  sent  for  hym 
to  Carthage,  where  be  continued  with   his  wife  in  the  Romane'a 
bouse,  and  loiied  them  both   so  dearely  as  though  be  bad  ben 
father  to  the  one,  and  father  in  lawe  to  the  other.     In  this  maiier 
these  two  poure  wenches  attained  their  two  husbands,  for  hauiug 
of  whom,  theyr  onely  care  was  for  rycbes,  and  for  iacke  thereof 
were  dryuen  to  despayre:  and  in  the  ende  both  (though  diuersly, 
and  the  one  more  fortunat  than  the  other)  rccoucred  riches,  and 
with  the  same  theyr  busbandes,  to  (heir  heartes  singular  ioye  and 
conteniation.     Which  lucke  I  wysbe  to  all  other  poore  girles  (but 
not  bangyng  rype,  or  louynge  in  despayre)  that  bend  their  mindes 
on  mariage,  and  seeke  to  people  by  that  estate,  their  countrey 
common  wealth.     But  leauinge  for  a  time  these  tragicall  nouels 
and  heauy  chaunces,  wee  purpose  to  remember  some  morall  matters 
right  worthy  of  remembraunce :    Letters  they  bee  from  a  godly 
pagane  clerk,  the  famous  philosopher  Plutarch,  schoolemaister  to 
an  emperour  of  no  lesse  vertue,  than  hys  mayster's  scboole  and 
mynde  was  fraught  with  diuine  precepts.     Wherefore  proceedo 
(good  reader)  to  coniinue  the  paynes  vpon  the  readinge  of 
these,  so  well  as  thou  hast  vouchsafed  to  employ  thy 
time  before.  They  shal  no  lesse  delite  thee,  if  vertue 
brooke  thee,  they  shal  no  lesse  content  thee 
if  duty   please    thee,   than    any   delight- 
some thing,  whereupon  (at  any  tyme) 
thou  bast  employed    thy   va- 
cauote  tyme. 


THE  TWELFTH  NOUELL. 
LETTERS  OF  THE  EMPEROUR  TRAIANE. 

Letters  of  the  philosopher  Plutarch  to  the  noble  and  vertuous  empe- 
rour  Traiane,  and  from  the  sayd  Emperottr  to  Plutarch :  the 
lyke  also  from  the  sai/d  Emperour  to  the  senate  of  Rome.  In  all 
which  be  conteyned  godly  rules  for  gouernment  of  princes,  obe- 
dience of  siibiects,  and  their  dutiies  to  common  wealth. 

fiiCAVSE  these  letters  ensninge  (proceeding  from' the  infallible 
scboole  of  wisedome,  and  practised  by  an  apt  schoUer  of  the  same, 
by  a  noble  emperor  that  was  well  trained  vp  by  a  famous  philo- 
sopher) in  myne  opinion  deserne  a  place  of  recorde  amonge  our 
Englishe  volumes,  and  for  the  wholsome  errudition,  ought  to 
Englishmen  in  english  shape  to  bee  described,  1  hane  thought 
good  in  this  place  to  introduce  the  same.  And  although  to  some 
it  shal  not  peraduenture  seeme  fit  and  conuenient  to  mingle  holy 
with  prophane,  (accordinge  to  the  proaerbe)  to  intermedle  amongs 
pleasaunt  histories,  ernest  epistles,  amid  amorous  nouels,  learned 
letters :  yet  not  to  care  for  report  or  thought  of  sutch  findefaults, 
I  iudge  them  not  vnseemely,  the  course  of  those  histories.  For 
amid  the  diuine  works  of  philosophers  and  oratours,  amongs  the 
pleasaunt  paynes  of  auncient  poets,  and  the  nouell  writers  of  our 
time,  merry  verses  so  well  as  raorall  matters  be  mingled,  wanton 
bankets  so  wel  as  wise  disputations  celebrated,  tauntinge  and 
iocund  orations  so  well  as  effectuall  declamations  and  persuasions 
pronounced.  These  letters  contayne  many  graue  and  wholesoni 
documents,  sundry  vertuous  and  chosen  institutions  for  prynces 
and  noble  men,  yea  and  for  sutch  as  beare  offyce  and  preferment 
in  commonwealth,  from  highest  title  to  meanest  degree.  Thcese 
letters  do  vouch  the  reioyce  of  a  schoolemayster,  for  bringinge  vp 
a  schoUer  of  capacity  and  aptnesse,  to  imbrace  and  fixe  in  me- 
mory sutch  lessons  as  he  taught  him.  These  letters  do  gratulate 
and  remembre  the  ioy  of  the  disciple  for  hauinge  sutch  a  maister. 
These  letters  do  pronounce  the  minde  of  a  vertuous  prince  towardcs 
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hys  subiects  for  choyse  of  him  to  the  empire,  and  for  that  they 
had  respect  rather  to  the  vertue  and  cuudition,  than  to  the  nobtlity 
or  other  extreme  accident.  To  be  short,  these  letters  speake  and 
pronounce  the  very  humblenesse  and  fealty  that  ought  to  rest  in 
Bubiectes'  hearts :  with  a  thousand  other  excellent  sentences  of 
duties.  So  that  if  the  emperour  Nerua  had  bin  aliue  agayne  to 
peruse  these  letters  and  epistles  of  congratulation  betweene  the 
schoolemayster  and  schoUer,  he  would  no  lesse  haue  reioysed  in 
Plutarch  than  king  Philip  of  Macedon  did  of  Aristotle,  when  hee 
affirmed  himselfe  to  be  happy,  not  so  mutch  for  hauinge  sutch  a 
sonne  as  Alexander  was,  as  for  that  he  was  borne  in  sutch  a  time, 
as  had  brought  Aristotle  to  be  his  maister.  That  good  emperor 
Nerua,  shewed  a  patern  to  his  successor  bj*  his  good  vertuous  lyfe 
and  godly  gouemmcnt,  which  made  a  successor  and  a  people  of 
no  lesse  consequence  than  they  were  trayned,  accordingly  as 
Herodian  voucheth,  that  for  the  most  part  the  people  be  wont  to 
imitate  the  life  of  their  prince  and  soueraygne  lord.  If  Philip 
deemed  hymselfe  happy  and  blessed  for  hauing  sutch  a  sonne  and 
mayster,  then  might  Nerua  terme  himselfe  threefolde  more  happy 
fur  sutch  a  nephew  and  sutch  a  notable  schoolemayster  as  Plu- 
tarch was,  who  not  only  by  doctrine  but  by  practise  proued  a  pas- 
sing good  schoUer.  Alexander  was  a  good  scholer  and  for  the 
time  wel  practised  his  maister 's  lessons,  but  afterwards  as  glory 
and  good  hap  accompanied  his  noble  disposition,  so  did  he  dege- 
nerate from  former  life,  and  had  quite  forgotten  what  he  had 
learned,  as  the  second  nouell  of  this  booke  more  at  large  declarelh. 
But  Traiane  of  a  toward  scholler,  proued  sutch  an  emperour  and 
victor  ouer  himselfe,  as  schoolinge  and  rulinge  were  in  him  mira- 
culous, and  surmounting  paragon  of  piety  and  vertue :  where- 
fore not  to  stay  thee  from  the  perusinge  of  those  letters, 
the  right  image  of  himselfe ;  thus  beginneth 
Plutarch  to  write  vnto  his  famous 
scholler  Traiane. 
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A  Letter  of  the  philosopher  Plutarch  to  the  emperor  Traiane,  wherein 
is  touched  how  gouemers  of  common  wealths  ought  to  be  prodigal 
in  deedes  and  spare  in  words. 

My  most  dread  souerajgne  lorde,  albeit  of  longe  tyme  I  liaue 
known  the  modesty  of  your  mynde,  yet  neyther  I  nor  other  liuing 
man  did  euer  know  that  you  aspired  to  that,  which  many  men  de- 
sire, which  is  to  be  emperour  of  Rome.  That  man  should  with- 
drawe  himselfe  from  honour,  it  were  cieane  without  the  boundes  of 
wysedome :  but  not  to  lycence  the  heart  to  desire  the  same,  that 
truely  is  a  worke  diuine,  and  not  proceedinge  of  humayne  nature. 
For  he  doeth  indifferently  well,  that  rcpresseth  the  works  which 
his  handes  be  able  to  do,  without  staying  vpon  his  owne  desires, 
and  for  good  consideration  wee  may  ternie  thine  empire  to  be 
verj'  happy,  sith  thou  hast  so  nobly  demeaned  thy  selfe  to  deserue 
the  same  without  search  and  seekinge  industrious  pollicy  to  at- 
tayne  thereunto.  I  haue  known  within  the  city  of  Rome  many 
great  personages,  which  were  not  so  mutch  honored  for  the  offices 
whych  they  bare,  as  they  were  for  the  meanes  and  deuises  whereby 
they  sought  to  be  aduaunced  to  the  same.  May  it  please  you  to 
vnderstand  (most  excellent  prince)  that  the  lionor  of  a  vertuous 
man  doth  not  consist  in  the  office,  which  he  presently  hath,  but 
rather  in  the  merites  that  preferred  him  thereunto :  In  such  wise, 
as  it  is  the  office  that  honoreth  tlie  partye,  and  to  the  officer  there 
resteth  but  a  painful  charge.  By  meanes  wherof,  when  I  remem- 
ber that  I  was  your  gouemer  from  your  youth,  and  instructed  your 
vertuous  mind  in  letters,  I  can  not  chose  but  very  much  reioyce, 
»o  well  for  your  soueraigne  vertue,  as  for  your  maiestie's  good  for- 
tune, dcraing  it  to  be  a  great  liappinesse  vnto  me  that  in  my 
time  Rome  hath  inioyed  him  to  be  their  soueraigne  lord,  whom 
I  had  in  tymes  past  to  be  my  schoUer.  The  principalities  of 
kyngdomes  some  winne  by  force,  and  maintayne  them  by  armes, 
which  ought  not  so  to  be  in  you,  nor  yet  conceiue  opinion  of  your 
selfe,  but  rather  to  thinke  that  the  empire  which  you  gouerne  by 
▼niuerball  consent,  yee  ought  to  entertayne  and  rule  with  general 
initice.    And  therfore  if  you  loue  and  reuerence  the  gods,  if  you 
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bee  pacient  in  trauels,  warie  in  daungers,  curteous  to  your  people^^^ 
gentle  to  straungers,  and  not  couetous  of  treasure,  nor  louer  o^H 
your  owne  desires  :  you  shall  make  your  fame  immortall,  and  go> 
uem  the  common  wealth  in  soueraign  peace :  that  you  be  not  a 
louer  of  your  own  desires,  I  speake   it  not  withoute  cause,  for 
there  is  no  worse  gouernement  than  that  which  is  ruled  by  selfe 
wyll  and  priuate  opinion.     For  as  he  that  gouerneth  a  common 
wealth  ought  to  lyue  in  feare  ofal  meu,  euen  so  mutch  more  in 
feare  of  him  selfe,  in  so  mutch  as  he  may  commit  greater  errour 
by  doinge  that  which  his  owne  luste  commaundeth,  than  if  he  were 
ruled  by  the  counsell  of  other.     Assure  you  sir,  that  you  can  not 
hurt  your  self,  and  mutch  lesse  preiudice  vs  your  subiects,  if  you 
do  correct  your  selfe  before  you  chastise  others,  esteemyng  that  to 
bee  a  ryght  good  gouemment  when  you  be  prodigal  in  workes, 
and  spare  of  speache.     Assay  then  to  be  such  a  one  now,  that  you 
do  commaunde,  as  you  were  when  you  were  commaunded.     For 
otherwise  it  would  lyttle  auaile  to  do  things  for  deseruing  of  the 
empyre,  if  afterwards  your  dedes  be  contrary  to  former  deserts. 
To  com  to  honour  it  is  a  humane  worke,  but  to  conscrue  honour 
it  is  a  thing  diuinc.     Take  hede  then  (most  excellent  Traiane)  that 
you  do  remembre  and  still  reuolue  in  minde,  that  as  you  he  m|| 
prince  supreme,  so  to  apply  your  self  to  be  a  passing  ruler.     For"" 
there  is  no  authority  amongs  men  so  high,  but  that  the  gods  aboue 
be  iudges  of  their  thoughts,  and  men  beneth  beliolders  of  their 
deedes.     Wherfore  siih  presentlye  you  are  a  mighty  prince,  your 
duety  is  the  greater  to  be  good,  and  leisure  lesse  to  be  wycked, 
than  when  you  were  a  pryuate  man.    For  hauing  gotten  autho- 
rity to  commaund,  j'our  lyberty  is  the  lesse  to  bee  idle:  so  that  if 
you  bee  not  sutch  a  one  as  the  common  people  haue  opinion  of 
you,  and  such  againe  as  your  maister  Plutarch  desireth,  you  shall 
put  your  selfe  in   greate    daunger,  and   myne    ennymyes    wyll 
seeke  mcanes  to  bee  reuenged  on  mee,  knowynge  wel  that  for  the 
schoUer's  faulte  the  mayster  dayly  suflreth  wronge  by  slaunder- 
ous  cliecke  imputed  vnto  hym  (although  withoute  cause.)    And 
fur  so  much  as  I  haue  ben  thy  maister,  and  thou  my  scholer,  thoa 
must  indeuour  by  well  doyng,  to  render  me  some  honour.    And 
lykewyse  if  thou  do  euyll,  great  infamy  shall  lyght  on  me,  euen  as 
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it  did  to  Seneca  for  Nero  his  cause,  whose  cruellies  don  in  Rome 
were  imputed  to  his  mayster  Seneca^     The  lii<e  wronge  was  done 
to  the  philosopher  Chilo,  by  beyng  burdened  with  the  neglygent 
nouriture  of  his  scholler  Leander.     They  truely  were  famous  per- 
sonages and  greate  learned  men,  in  whom  the  gouernemente  of 
myghty  princes  was  reposed  :  notwithstandyng,  for  not  correcting 
them  in  their  youth,  nor  teachyng  them  with  careful!  dylygence, 
they   blotted  for  euermore  theyr  renoume,  as   the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  many  common  wealthes.    And  forsomuch  as   my 
pen  spared  none  in  times  paste,  bee  well  assured  Traiane,  that  the 
same  will  pardon  neither  thee  or  mee  in  tyme  to  come:  for  as  wee 
bee  confederal  in  the  fault,  euen  so  we  shal  be  heires  of  the  pain. 
Thou  knowest  well  what  lessons  I  haue  taught  thee  in  thy  youth, 
what  counsell  I  haue  gyuen  thee,  beeyng  come  to  the  state  of 
man,  and  what  I  haue  written  to  thee,  sithens  thou  hast  ben  prince, 
and  thou  thy  selfe  art  recorde  of  the  wordes  which  I  haue  spoken 
to  thee  in  secrete  :  in  all  whych  I  neucr  persuaded  tbyng  but  that 
intended  to  the  seruice  of  the  gods,  profile  of  the  common  weahhe 
and  increase  of  thy  renoume:  wherfore,  I  am  right  sure,  tliat  for 
anye  thing  which  I  haue  written,  sayd,  or  persuaded  there  is  no 
cause  I  should  feare  the  punishment  of  the  gods,  and  much  lesse 
the  reprocbful  shame  of  men,  verily  beleuing  that   a!    which   I 
coulde  say  in  secrete,  might  without  reproch  be  openly  published 
in  Rome.     No  we  before  I   toke   my  pen  in  hand   to  write  this 
letter,  I  examined  my  lyfe,  to  know,  it'  (during  the  lime  that  I 
bad  charge  of  thee)  I  dyd  or  sayd  in  thy  presence  any  thing  that 
might  prouoke  thee  to  euill  example.     And  truely  (vnmete  for  mc 
to  say  it)  vpon  that  searche  of  my  forepassed  life,  I  neuer  found 
my  selfe  guilty  of  facte  vnmeete  a  Roman  cytyzen,  noreuer  spoke 
woorde  \'nseemelye  for  a  phylosoper :  by  meanes  whereof  I  doe 
ryght  heartely  wyshe,  thou  woutdest  remember  the  good  educa- 
lyon  and  instructyon  whych  Uiou  dyddest  learne  of  mee.     I  speakc 
nut  thys,  that  thou  shouldest  gratifie  me  againe  with  any  bencfite, 
but  to  the  ende  thou  myghlest  serue  thy  selfe,  esteemynge  that  no 
greater  pleasure  there  is  that  can  redouiide  to  me,  than  to  hesu-e  a 
good  report  of  thee.     Be  then  well  assured  ihat  if  an  empyre  bee 
bestowed  vpon  thee,  it  was  not  for  that  thou  wer  a  citizen  of 
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Rome  or  a  couragious  person  descended  of  noble  bouse,  ricb  and 
migbty,  but  only  bicause  vertues  did  plentifully  abounde  in  thee. 
1  dedicated  vnto  tbeeccrtaine  bookes  of  old  and  auncicnt  common 
wealth,  which  if  it  please  thee  to  vsc,  and  as  at  other  times  I  haue 
sayd  vnto  thee,  thou  slialte  finde  mee  to  be  a  proclaimer  of  thy 
famous  workes,  and  a  chronicler  of  all  thy  noble  facts  of  armes : 
but  if  perchaunce  thou  follow  thine  owneaduise,  and  chaunge  thy 
selfe  to  bee  other  than  hitherto  thou  hast  ben,  presently  I  inuocate 
and  cry  out  vpon  the  immortall  gods,  and  this  letter  shall  bee 
wytnesse,  that  if  any  hurt  do  chaunce  to  thee,  or  to  thine  empire, 
it  is  not  through  the  counsell  or  meanes  of  thy  maister  Plu- 
tarch.    And  so  farewell  most  noble  prynce. 


The  autmwere  of  the  emperour  Traiane  to  hys  mayster  Plutarch. 

CoccEi  i;s  Traiane  emperour  of  Rome,  to  the  philosopher  Plutarch, 
sometimes  my  mayster :  salutation  and  consolation  in  the  gods  of 
comfort.  In  Agrippina  was  deliuered  vnto  me  a  letter  from  thee, 
whych  so  soone  as  t  opened,  I  knew  to  be  written  wyth  thine 
owne  hand,  and  enditcd  with  thy  wysedom.  So  flowing  was  the 
same  with  goodly  woordes,  and  accompanied  with  graue  sentences 
.in  occasion  that  made  meereade  the  same  twice  or  thrice,  thinking 
tliat  I  saw  thee  write  and  heard  thee  speak,  and  so  welcome  was 
the  same  to  me,  as  at  that  very  instant  I  caused  it  to  be  red  at  my 
table,  yea  and  made  the  same  to  be  fixed  at  my  bed's  heade,  that 
thy  well  meanytig  vnto  me  might  be  generally  knowen,  how 
mutch  I  am  bound  vnto  thee.  I  esteemed  for  a  good  presage  the 
congratulation  that  the  consul  Rutulus  did  vnto  me  from  thee, 
tourhinge  my  commyng  to  the  empire:  I  hope  through  thy 
raerites,  that  !  shall  be  a  good  emperoure.  Thou  sayest  in  thy 
letter,  that  thou  canste  by  no  meanes  beleue  that  I  haue  giuea 
bribes,  and  vsed  meanes  to  buye  myne  empire,  as  other  haue  done. 
I'or  aunswere  thereunto  I  say,  that  as  a  man  1  haue  desired  it,  but 
ncuer  by  solicitation  or  other  meanes  attempted  it:  for  I  neuer 
saw  wythin  the  city  of  Rome  any  man  to  bribe  for  honour,  but 
for  the  same,  some  notable  infamy  chauaced   vnto  bym,  as  for 
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example  wee  may  Icarne  of  the  good  old  man  Menander,  my 
friende  and  thy  neyghbour,  who  to  bee  consul,  procured  the  same 
by  vnlawful  mcanes,  and  tiierfore  in  the  end  was  banished  and 
died  desperately.  The  greate  Caius  Caesar,  and  Tiborius,  Caligula, 
Claudius,  Nero,  Galba,  Otho  Vitellius,  and  Boraitian,  some  for 
vsurpyng  the  empire,  some  for  tyranny,  some  for  gettyng  it  by 
bribes,  and  some  by  other  meanes  procuryng  the  same,  lost  (bv 
the  sufferance  of  the  righteous  gods)  not  onely  their  honour  and 
goodcs,  but  also  they  died  miserably.  When  thou  dydst  reade  in 
thy  schole,  and  1  that  time  an  hearer  of  thy  doctrine,  many  times 
I  hearde  thee  say,  that  we  ought  to  trauel  to  deserue  honour, 
rather  than  procure  the  same,  estcemynge  it  vnlawfull  to  get 
honour  by  meanes  vnlawfull.  He  that  is  without  credite,  ought 
to  assay  to  procure  credite.  Hee  that  is  with  out  honour,  ought  to 
seeke  honour.  Bat  the  vertuous  man  hatha  no  neede  of  noble- 
nesse,  ne  hee  himselfe,  ne  yet  any  other  person  can  berieue  him  of 
due  honour.  Thou  knowest  wel  Plutardi,  that  the  ^-ere  past,  the 
office  of  consul  was  gyuen  to  Torquatus,  and  the  dictatorship  to 
Fabritius,  who  were  so  vertuous  and  so  little  ambitious  as  not 
desyrous  to  receyue  such  charges,  abseuted  theuiselucs,  although 
that  in  Rome,  they  might  haue  bea  in  great  estimation,  by  reason 
of  those  offices,  and  yet  neuerthelesse  without  them  they  bee  pre- 
sently esteemed,  loued  and  honoured:  and  therefore  1  conceiue 
greater  delight  in  Quintius  Lincinatus,  in  Scipio  Aifricaiius,  and 
good  Marcus  Fortius,  for  comtemning  of  theyr  offices,  than  for 
the  victories  which  they  atchieued :  for  victories  many  times 
consist  in  fortune,  and  the  not  caryng  for  honorable  charge  in 
onely  wisedome.  Semblably,  thou  thyselfe  art  witncsse,  that  when 
myn  vncle  Cocceius  Nerua  was  exiled  to  Capua,  he  was  more 
visited,  and  better  serued,  than  when  he  was  at  Rome:  whereby 
may  bee  inferred,  that  a  vertuous  man  may  bee  exyled  or  banish- 
ed, but  honour  he  shall  neuer  want.  The  cmperour  Domitian  (if 
iyoQ  do  remember)  at  the  departure  of  Nerua,  made  me  many 
offers,  and  thee  many  fayre  promises  to  entertain  thee  in  his  house, 
and  to  send  mee  into  Almayne,  which  thou  couidest  not  abyde, 
and  much  lease  consent,  deeming  it  to  be  greater  honour  wirh 
Nerua  to  be  exiled,  than  of  Dumitiaa  to  be  fauored.    I  sweare  by 
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the  gods  immortal),  that  when  the  good  olde  man  Nerua  sent  me 
the  ensigne  of  the  empyre,  I  was  vtterly  ignorant  thereof,  and 
voyd  of  hope  to  atteyne  the  same:  for  I  was  aduertised  from  the 
senate,  that  Fnluius  sued  for  it,  and  tlial  Pamphilius  went  about 
to  buy  it.  I  knew  also  that  the  consul  Dolobella,  attempted  to 
enioy  it :  then  siih  the  gods  did  permit,  that  I  should  bee  empe- 
rour,  and  that  myne  vncle  Nerua  did  commaund  the  same,  tiie 
Senate  approued  it,  and  the  common  wealth  would  haue  it  to  be 
so:  and  sith  it  was  the  generall  consent  of  all  men,  and  specially 
your  aduyse,  I  haue  greate  hope  that  the  gods  will  be  fauorable 
vnto  me,  and  fortune  no  enuimie  at  all :  assuring  you,  that  like  ioy 
whych  you  do  saye  you  had  by  teachyng  me,  and  scing  me  now  to 
be  emperour,  the  lyke  I  haue  to  thynke  that  I  was  your  scholler: 
and  sith  that  you  wyll  not  call  mce  from  henceforth  any  other  but 
soueraygne  lord,  I  wyll  tenne  you  by  none  other  name,  than 
louyng  father.  And  albeit  that  1  haue  ben  visited  and  counselled 
by  many  men  since  my  commyng  to  the  empyre,  and  by  thee 
aboue  the  rest,  whom  before  all  other  1  wyll  beleue,  consideryng 
that  the  intent  of  those  which  counsell  me,  is  to  draw  my  mynd  to 
theyrs,  your  letters  purportyng  nothyng  else  but  mine  aduaua- 
tage.  I  doe  remember  amongs  other  woordes,  which  once  you 
spake  to  Maxeniius  the  secretary  of  Domitian,  this  saying:  that 
they  which  doe  presume  to  gyue  counseil  vnto  prynces,  oughte  to 
bee  free  from  all  passions  and  affections :  for  in  counsell,  where 
the  wyll  is  moste  enclincd,  the  mynde  is  more  prorapte  and  ready  : 
that  a  prince  in  all  thyngsdoe  his  wyll  I  prayse  not:  that  he  take 
aduise  and  counsell  of  euery  man,  1  lesse  ;dlowe.  That  which  he 
ought  to  doe  (as  me  thinke)  is  to  doe  by  counsel,  forseeing  for  a] 
that  to  what  counsel  heapplieth  his  mynd  :  for  counsel  ought  not  to 
be  taken  of  hym  whom  I  doe  well  loue,  but  of  hym  of  whom  I 
am  well  beloued.  All  this  I  haue  wrytten  (my  mayster  Plutarch) 
to  aduertisc  you  that  from  hcnceforthe  I  desire  nothyng  else  at 
your  handes,  but  to  be  holpen  wyth  your  aduise  in  myne  affayres, 
and  that  you  tell  me  of  my  committed  faults :  for  if  Rome  do 
tbinke  me  to  be  a  defender  of  their  common  wealth  I  make  ac- 
compte  of  you  to  bee  an  ouerseer  of  my  life :  and  therefore  if  you 
thinke  that  I  am  not  tbankfull  ynough  for  the  good  aduyse,  and 
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faolsom  warenings  that  you  gyue  me :  I  am  to  intreate  you  (mjne 
Bwne  good  mayster)  not  to  take  it  in  ill  part,  for  ia  such  cases,  the 
'^griefe  that  I  conceiue,  is  not  for  the  good  lessons  you  gyue  me, 
but  for  the  shame  that  I  fayle  in  followyng  them.     The  bryngyng 
of  me  vp  in  thy  house,  the  hearyng  of  thy  lectures,  the  folowyng 
of  thy  doctryne,  and  liuing  vnder  thy  disciplyne,  haue  ben  truly 
I  the  pryncipal  causes  that  I  am  commen  to  this  empyre.    This 
[iDutch  I  say  (mayster)  for  that  it  were  an  vnnatural  parte  in  thee 
not  to  assist  me  to  beare  that  thing,  which  thou  haste  holpen  me 
to  gayne  and  wiune :  and  although  that  Vespasian  was  of  nature 
a  very  good  man,  yet  his  greatest  profite  redounded  to  him  by  ea- 
tertayning  of  the  philosopher   Appolonius.     For   truelye   it  is  a 
greater  felicity  for  a  prince  to  ciiaunce  vpon  a  good  and  faythfull 
man,  to  be  neare  about  him,  than  to  atchieue  a  large  realme  and 
kingdome.    Thou  sayest  (Plutarch)  that  thou  shalt  rcceiue  great 
contentation,  from  henceforth,  if  I  be  such  a  one  now  as  I  was  be- 
fore, or  at  lestwise  if  I  be  no  worse.   I  beleue  tiiat  which  thou  doest 
say,  bicause  the  emperour  Nero,  was  the  first  fine  yeares  of  hys 
empyre  good,  and  the  other  nine  yeares  exceedyng  euill,  in  sutch 
wyse  as  he  grew  to  be  greater  in  wickednesse,  than  in  dygnity. 
Kotwifbstanding,  if  thou  thinke  that  as  it  chaunced  vnto  Nero, 
so  may  happen  vnto  Traiane,  I  besech  the  immortall  gods  rather 
to  depriue  me  of  life,  than  to  suffer  me  to  raigne  in    Rome:  for 
tyrantes  bee  they,  whych  procure  dygnytyes  and  proraotyons,  to 
Tse  them  for  delighte  and  filthye  luste :  and  good  rulers  bee  they 
which  seeke  them  for  profite  of  common  wealthe :  and   therfore 
to  them  whych  before  they  came  to  those  degrees  were  good,  and 
afterwardes  waxed  wycked,  greater  pity  than  enuye  ought  to  be 
attributed,  consideryng  specyally,  that  fortune  did  not  aduaunce 
them  to  honour,  but  to  shame  and  villany  :  beleue  me  then  (good 
maister)  that  sith  hitherto  I  haue  ben  reputed  vertuous,  I  wyl 
assay  by  God's  assistance  to  aspire  to  be  better,  rather 
than  to  be  worsse.    And  so  the  gods  preserue  thee. 
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The  Letter  of  the  Emperour  Traiane  to  the  Senate  of  Rome,  rtherein 
is  conteined,  that  honour  ought   rather  to  he  deserved  than  pro^i 
cured. 

CoccElcs  Traiane  emperour  of  the  Romanes,  euer  Augustus,  to 
our  sacred  senate  health  and  consolntion  in  the  gods  of  comfort. 
We  beinge  aduertised  here  at  Agrippina  of  the  deathe  of  the  em* 
perour  Nerua,  your   soueraigne  lord  and  my  predecessour,  and 
knowing  it  to  be  true,  that  you  haue  wept  and  bewailed  tlie  los: 
of  a  prince  so  noble  and  ryghteous,  we  likewise  haue  felt    iikei 
sorow,  for  the  death  of  so  notable  a  father.     When  children  loi 
a  good  father,  and  subiects  a  good  prynce,  eyther  they  muste  dye 
wyth  them,  or  else  by  teares  they  must  rayse  them  vp  again,  f< 
so  much  as  a  good  prince  in  a  common  wealth  is  so  rare,  as  the 
Phoenix  in  Arabia.    My  lord  Nerua  broughte  me  out  of  Spayne 
to  Rome,  nourished  me  vp  in  youth,  caused  mee  to  bee  trained 
in  letters  and  adopted  me  for  his  sonne  in  mine  olde  age :  which' 
graces  and  benefits  truly  I  can  not  forget,  knowyng  that  the  i 
grate  man  prouoketh  the  gods  to  anger,  and  men  to  hatred.     Tl 
death  of  a  vertuous  man  is  to  be   lamented  of  all  men,  but  the 
death  of  a  good  prince,  ought  to  be  extremely  mourned:  for  if  a 
common  person  die,  there  is  but  one  dead,  but  if  a  god  prynce 
dye,  together  with  him  dieth  a  whole  realme.     I  speake  this  (O 
ye  fathers)  for  the  rare  vertues  abounding  in  myne  vncle  Nerua : 
for  if  the  gods  were  disposed  to  sell  vs  the  liues  of  good  prynces 
already  departed,  it  were  but  a  small  ransome  to  redeeme  them 
with  teares:  for  what  gold  or  syluer  may  be  sufficient  to  buie  the 
lyfe  of  a  vertuous  man.    Truely  there  woulde  be  a  greate  masse  of 
money  gyuen  by  the  Greekes  for  Alexander,  by   the  Lacedemo- 
nians for  Lycurgus,   by  the  Romanes  for  Augustus,  and  by  the 
Carthaginians  for  Annibal.     But  as  you  knewe  the  gods  hauing 
made  all  thynges  mortal  I,  so  haue  they  reserued  onely  themselues 
to  bee  immortall.     How  eminent  and  passing  the  vertue  of  the 
good  is,  and  what  priuiledge  the  godly  haue,  it  may  easily  bee 
knowne:  for  so  mutch,  as   honour  is   carried  euen  to   the  very 
graues  of  the  deSd,  but  so  it  is   not  to  the  greate  palaces  of  the 
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wvcked.  The  good  and  vertuous  man,  without  sighte  or  know- 
ledge we  loue,  serue,  and  aunswer  for  him :  wherein  the  wycked 
we  cannot  beleue  what  lie  saycth,  and  lease  accepte  in  good  part 
ilie  thyng  whych  he  doeth  for  vs.  Touchynge  the  electyon  of 
the  empyre,  it  was  done  by  Nerua,  it  was  demaunded  by  the 
people,  approued  by  you,  and  accepted  by  me.  Wherefore  I 
prayt  the  immortall  goddes  that  it  may  bee  lyked  of  theyr  god- 
heades:  for  to  small  purpose  auayleth  the  election  ofprynces,  if 
the  gods  doe  not  confyrme  it :  and  therefore  a  man  maye  knowe 
hym  whych  is  chosen  by  the  gods,  from  him  that  is  elected  by 
men,  for  the  one  shal  declyne  and  fal,  the  otlier  shalbe  vpholden 
and  presenied  :  the  choyse  of  man  so  vaynely  exalted  doth  bowe 
and  abase,  but  that  which  is  planted  by  the  gods,  although  it  bee 
tossed  to  and  fro  wyth  seuerall  wynds,  and  receiueth  greate  ad- 
uersitye,  and  boweth  a  lyttle,  yet  the  same  shall  neuer  fal.  Ye 
know  right  wel  (most  honorable  fathers)  that  I  neuer  demaunded 
the  empyre  of  Nerua  my  soueraigne  lord,  although  he  broughte 
me  vp  and  was  his  nephew,  hauing  heard  and  wel  remembring  of 
my  mayster  Plutarch,  that  honour  ought  rather  to  bee  deserued 
than  procured.  Notwithstanding  I  wyll  not  deny  but  ioyfull  I 
was  when  my  lord  Nerua  sent  me  the  ensigne  of  that  greate  and 
hygh  dignity :  and  yet  I  wyll  confesse  that  hauing  begon  to  tast 
the  trauailes  and  cares  which  that  imperiall  state  bringeth,  I  did 
repent  more  then  a  thousand  tiuies  for  taking  vppon  mee  a  charge 
so  great:  for  empire  and  gouernement  is  of  sutch  quality  that 
although  the  honor  be  mighty,  yet  the  gouemour  sustaineth  ma- 
nifold paines  and  miserable  trauailes.  O  how  greatly  doth  he 
bind  himself,  which  by  gouemment  bindeth  other !  for  if  hee  bee 
iuste  they  call  hym  cruell,  if  hee  bee  pitifull,  he  is  contempned,  if 
liberall,  he  is  esteemed  prodigall,  if  he  keepe  or  gather  together 
he  is  counted  couetous,  if  hee  be  peaceable  and  quiet,  they  deeme 
him  for  a  coward,  if  he  be  couragious,  he  is  reputed  a  quareller, 
if  graae,  they  will  say  he  is  proude,  if  he  be  easie  to  be  spoken  to, 
hee  is  thought  to  be  light  or  simple,  if  solitary,  they  will  esteeme 
him  to  be  an  hypocrite,  and  if  he  be  ioyfull,  they  will  terme  hym 
dissolute:  In  sutch  wise  as  they  wil  be  contented,  and  vse  better 
(ermes  to  al  others  what  so  euer,  than  towardes  him,  which  gouer- 
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neth  a  commoa  wealth :  for  tosutch  a  one  they  recken  the  morsels 
which  he  eateth,  they  measure  his  pases,  they  note  his  words,  they 
take  heede  to  his  companies,  and  iudge  of  his  works  (many  times 
wrongfully,)  they  examine  and  murmure  of  his  pastimes,  and  at* 
tempt  to  coniecture  hys  thoughtes :  consider  then  the  trauaylea 
which  bee  in  gouernement,  and  the  enuy  which  many  times  they 
beare  mto  him  that  ruletb.  We  may  say,  that  there  is  no  state 
more  sure  than  that  which  is  furthest  of  from  enuy.  And  if  a 
man  cannot  but  wyth  great  payne  gouerne  the  wyfe  which  hee 
hath  chosen,  the  children  which  he  hath  begotten,  nor  the  ser- 
uaunt  which  he  hath  brought  vp,  hauing  them  altogether  in  one 
house:  how  is  it  possible  that  he  can  still  conserue  in  peace  a 
whole  commonwealth  f  I  praye  3'ou  tell  mee,  in  whom  shall  a 
poore  prince  repose  his  trust,  syth  that  many  times  hee  is  most 
slaundercd  by  theym  whom  he  fauoureth  best?  Prynces  and  great 
lordes  cannot  eate  without  a  garde,  cannot  sleepe  without  a  watch, 
cannot  speake  without  espiall,  nor  waike  without  some  saufety, 
in  sutch  wise  as  they  being  lords  of  al,  they  be  as  it  were,  prise- 
ners  of  their  owne  people.  And  if  we  wil  beholde  somewhat 
neerely,  and  consider  the  seruitude  of  princes,  and  the  hberty  of 
subiectes,  we  shall  finde  that  he  which  hath  most  to  doe  in  the 
realme,  or  beuieth  greatest  swinge,  is  most  subiect  to  thraldome. 
So  that  if  prynces  haue  authority  to  geue  liberty,  they  haae 
no  meanes  to  be  free  themselues :  the  gods  haue  created  vs  so  fre, 
and  euery  man  desireth  tu  haue  hys  liberty  so  mutch  at  wylj,  that 
a  man  be  he  neucr  so  familiar  a  freende,  or  so  neare  of  kin,  we 
rather  haue  him  to  be  our  subiect,  than  our  lorde  and  mayster: 
one  man  alone  commaundeth  all,  and  yet  it  seemeth  to  liim  but 
little :  ought  we  then  to  marueile,  if  many  be  weary  to  obey  one  ? 
Wee  louc  and  esteeme  our  selues  so  mulch,  as  I  neuer  saw  any 
wliich  of  his  owne  good  wil  would  be  subiect,  ne  yet  agaynst  his 
will  was  made  a  lord,  a  principle  by  dayly  experience  proued  very 
true :  for  the  quarrels  and  warres  that  be  amongs  men,  are  not  so 
mutch  for  obedience  sake,  a^  for  rule  and  commaundment.  I  say 
moreouer,  that  in  drinking,  eating,  clothing,  speaking,  and  louing, 
al  men  be  of  diuers  qualities:  but  to  get  lyberly,  they  be  all  con- 
Cormabie.     1  haue  spoken  thus  mutch  (O  fathers  conscript)  vpon 
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occasioa  of  miae  owne  empire,  which  I  haue  taken  with  good 
will,  albeit  afterwards  I  was  sory  for  the  great  charge.     For  the 
waltering  seas  and  txuublesome  gouernement  be  two  things  agree- 
able to  beholde,  and  daungerous  to  proue.     Notwithstanding  sith 
it  hath  pleased  tlie  gods  that  I  should  be  youre  lord,  and  you  my 
subiects,  I  beseech  you  hartely  to  vsc  your  obedience,  as  to  your 
soueraygne  lord,  in  that  which  shall  be  right  and  iust,  and  to  ad- 
uertise  me  like  a  father,  in  things  that  shall  seeme  vnreasonable. 
The  consul  Kutulus  hath  saj-ed  mutch  vnto  mee  in  your  behalfe, 
and  hath   saluted    me  for  the  people,  hee  himselfe  shall  bring 
aunswere  and  shal  salute  you  al  in  my  name.     The  Allobrogians 
and  the  inhabitaunts  about  the  riuer  Rhene,  be  at  controuersie  for 
the  limittes  of  their  countrey,  and  haue  prayed  me  to  be  their  ar- 
bitrator, which  will  stay  me  a  little  there.     I  require  that  this 
letter  may  be  red  within  the  senate  house,  and  manifest- 
ed   to    the  whole  people.     The  gods  pre- 
serue  you. 


jIh  other  Letter  of  the  emperour  Traian  to  the  Romayne  senate, 
contaifning  how  goiieriiers  of  fuininon  wealths  ought  to  beefrietides 
rather  to  those  whych  vse  trajicke,  than  to  them  that  gather  and 
heape  togeather. 

CoccEius  Tbaiane  emperour  of  the  Romaynes  to  our  holy  se- 
nate health  and  consolation  in  the  gods  of  comfort.  The  afiayres 
be  so  manyfolde,  and  businesse  so  graue  and  weighty,  which  we 
bane  to  doe  with  diuers  countries,  that  scarce  we  haue  tyme  to 
eate,  and  space  to  take  anye  rest,  the  Roniane  prynccs  hauing  still 
by  auncient  custome  both  lacke  of  tyme,  and  commonly  want  of 
money.  And  bicause  that  they  which  haue  charge  of  common 
wealths,  to  the  vttermost  of  their  power  ought  to  be  fryends  to  tra- 
ficke  of  marchandise,  and  enimyes  of  heapyng  treasure  together, 
prynces  haue  so  many  people  to  please,  and  so  greate  numbre  of 
crauers,  that  if  they  keepe  any  thing  fur  them,  the  same  shall 
rather  seeme  a  spice  of  theft  than  of  prouidcnce.  To  take  away 
aa  other  man's  goodes,  truly  is  a  wycked  part :  but  if  it  bee  per- 
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mitted  to  take  treasure,  better  it  were  to  lake  it  out  of  the  temples, 
than  to  defraude  the  people;  for  the  one  is  consecrated  to  tlie'i 
immortaU  gods,  and  the  other  to  the  pore  commons.  1  speakc 
this  (right  honorable  fathers)  to  put  you  in  reniembraunce,  and 
also  to  aduise  you,  that  you  take  good  heede  to  the  goodes  of  tin 
common  wealth,  howe  they  bee  dyspended,  howe  gathered  loge-" 
ther,  howe  the}'  bee  kepte,  and  howe  they  be  employed.  For  ye 
ought  to  vnderstand,  that  the  goodes  of  the  common  wealth  be 
committed  to  you  in  trust,  not  to  the  endc  yee  shoulde  enioy  _ 
ihera,  but  rather  by  good  gouerneraent  to  vse  them.  We  doheartt^^H 
that  the  walles  be  ready  to  fal,  the  towers  be  in  decay,  and  the 
temples  in  great  ruine,  whcrof  we  be  not  a  lyttle  offended,  and 
you  ought  also  to  be  ashamed,  for  so  mutch  as  the  damages  and 
detrj-ments  of  the  common  wealth,  we  ought  cy  ther  to  remedy,  or 
else  to  lament.  Ye  haue  written  vnto  niee  to  know  my  pleasure, 
whether  the  censors,  pretors,  and  ediles  siiould  be  yearely  chosen, 
and  not  perpetuall,  as  hitherto  they  haue  bene :  and  specyally  you 
say,  that  the  state  of  the  dictators  (which  is  the  greatest  and 
highest  dignity  in  Rome)  is  onelybutfor  sixe  moneths.  To  that  I 
auQswer,  that  we  are  wel  contented  wy th  that  aduyse :  for  not  wylh- 
out  cause  and  iust  reason  our  predecessours  dyd  abolyshe  the  fyrst 
kynges  of  Rome,  and  ordayned,  that  the  consuls  should  yeareiy  be 
chosen  in  the  common  wealthe.  Whych  was  done,  in  consydera- 
tion  that  l»ee  whych  had  perpetuall  gouernement,  many  tymes 
became  jnsolente  and  proude.  And  therefore  that  the  charges  and 
offices  of  the  senate,  should  be  yearely,  to  auoyde  danger,  which  if 
they  should  be  perpetual  there  myght  ensue  great  hurt  and  damage 
to  the  common  wealtli :  for  if  the  officers  beyng  yerely  chosen, 
be  good,  they  may  be  continued  :  and  if  they  bee  euyll,  they  may 
be  chaunged.  And  truely  the  officer,  whych  knoweth  that  vpon 
the  end  of  euery  yeare  he  must  be  cliaungcd  and  examined  of  his 
charge,  he  wyli  take  good  heede  to  tiiat  whych  he  speaketh,  and 
first  of  all  wil  consider  what  he  taketh  in  hand.  The  good  Marcus 
Fortius  was  the  first  that  caused  itie  officers  of  the  Romane  com- 
mon wealthe  to  bee  thus  visited  and  corrected.  And  bycause 
that  these  Alma^ne  warres  doe  styll  increase,  by  reason  that 
kyng  Deceball  wyll  not  as  yet  bee  brought  to  obedience  of  the 
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Romanes,  but  rather  goeth  about  to  occupy  and  winne  the  king- 
domes  of  Dacia  and  Polonia,  I  shall  be  forced  througli  the  busi- 
nesse  of  the  wars,  (so  long  continuing)  to  deiiyse  and  cunsiiit  iiere 
vppoa  the  affayres  louchyng  the  gouernement  of  the   common 
wealth  of  Rome.     For  a  lesse  enyll  it  is  for  a  prynce  to  be  neg- 
lygent  in  matters  of  warre,  than  in  the  gouernement  of  the  com- 
mon wealth.    A  prynce  also  ougiu  to  think,  that  he  is  chosen, 
Dot  to  make  wars,  but  to  gouerne,  not  to  kyll  tlie  enimies,  but  to 
roote  out  vices,  not  that  he  goe  in  person  to  inuade  or  defend  his 
foes,  but  tliat  he  reside  and  be  in  tlie  common  wealth,  and  not  to 
take  away  other  men's  goodcs,  but  to  do  iustice  in  euery  man, 
for  so  mutch  as  the  prynce  in  the  warres  can  fight  but  for  one, and 
in  the  publyke  wealth  he  committeth  faults  against  a  numbrc. 
Truly  it  liketb  me  wel,  that  from  the  degree  of  captaines  men  be 
aduaunced  to  bee  emperors,  but  I  think  it  not  good,  that  empe- 
rours  do  descende  to  be  captains,  considering  that,  that  realm  shal 
neuer  be  in  quyet,  where  the  prince  is  to  gret  a  warrior.     This 
haue  I  spoken  (fathers  conscript)  to  the  intent  ye  may  beleue, 
that  I  for  my  parte  if  these  warres  of  Almayne  were  to  begin,  I 
being  at  Rome,  it  wer  impossible  that  I  should  be  brought  vnto 
the  same,  for  that  my  principal  intent,  is  to  be  estemcd  rather  a 
good  gouemer  of  a  commonwealth,  than  a  forward  captain  in  the 
field  :  nowe  then  principally  I  commend  vnto  you  the  veneration 
of  the  temples,  and  honor  of  the  gods,  bicause  kings  neuer  Hue  in 
surety,  if  the  gods  be  not  honored,  and  the  temples  serued.     The 
last  words  which  my  good  lord  Nerua  wrot  vnto  me  were  these  : 
"  Honour  the  temples,  fear  the  gods,  maintein  iustice  in  thy  com- 
monwealth and  defend  the  pore :  in  so  doing  thou  shalt  not  be 
forgotten  of  thy  friend,  nor  vanquished  by  thy  foe."     I  do  greatly 
recommend  vnto  you  the  vertues  of  amity  and  fraternity,  for  that 
you  know  howe  in  great  common  wealthes,  more  hurt  and  damage 
do  ciuile  and  neighborly  wars  bryug  vnto  the  same,  than  those 
attempted  by  the  enimies.     If  parents  against  parents,  and  neigh- 
bours against  neighbours  had  not  begon  mutuall  hatred  and  con- 
tention, neuer  had  Demetrius  ouerthrowen  the  Rhodes,  neuer  had 
Alexander  conquered  Thyr,  Marcellus  Syracuse,  Scipio  Numantia. 
I  recommend  vnto  you  also  the  poore  people,  loue  the  orphanes 
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■ad  fiuherlesse  children,  support  and  help  the  widowes, ' 
quandb  and  debates  amongs  you,  and  the  causes  of  the  helplesse 
«e  ibat  ye  maintaine  and  defende :  bicause  the  gods  dyd  neuer 
vreake  more  cruell  vengeance  vpon  any,  than  vpon  those  which 
drd  ill  intreatc  and  vse  the  poore  and  neady :  and  many  times  I 
iMue  heard  my  lord  Nerua  say,  that  the  gods  neuer  shewed  ihem- 
taloes  so  rygorous,  as  agaynst  a  mercilesse  and  vnpitifull  people. 
Semblably,  we  pray  you  to  be  modest  of  woords,  pacient  to  suffer, 
and  ware  in  your  fonne  of  lyfe.  For  a  great  fault  it  is,  and  no 
Wne  shame  to  a  gouerner,  that  he  prayso  the  people  of  his  com- 
mon wealth,  and  gyue  them  occasion  to  speake  euill  of  him : 
and  therefore  they  which  haue  charge  of  the  common  wealth, 
ought  rather  to  repose  trust  in  their  workes,  than  in  theyr  woords, 
for  so  mutch  as  the  citizens  or  common  people,  do  rather  fixe 
thcvr  iudgement  vpon  that  which  they  see,  than  on  that  which 
they  heare.  I  would  wysh  that  (touching  the  affayres  appertinent 
to  the  senate)  they  might  not  know  in  you  any  sparke  ofambicion, 
malice,  deceiptc,  or  enuy,  to  the  intent  that  the  iust  men  might 
iK>t  so  mulch  complain  of  the  commaimding  of  the  common  wealth, 
as  vpon  the  entertainment  and  profite  of  the  same.  Tlie  empire 
of  the  Greeks  putting  theyr  felicity  in  eloquence,  and  we  in  well 
doing.  I  speake  this  (ryght  honorable  fathers)  to  counsel!  and 
vxhortc  yc,  that  when  ye  be  assembled  in  senate,  ye  do  not  con- 
MMM  lyme  in  dysputing  and  holding  opinions  for  the  verification 
•f  any  thyngc.  For  if  you  will  iudge  wythout  parciality  and 
«fl«>i-tton  without  great  disputation,  ye  may  come  to  reason. 
I  4q  mneinber  that  being  at  a  lesson  of  ^ppolonius  Tliianeus, 
I  liMid  him  say  tlint  it  was  nut  so  expedient  that  senators  and 
»houl<l  be  Hkilful  and  wyse,  as  if  they  suffrcd  them- 
to  bee  gouerncd  by  those  that  were  of  great  experience 
iLlKtwIcdg  :  and  vcrely  he  said  truth  :  for  by  that  meanes  he 
MUhI  and  forbad  thcin,  not  to  arrest  and  stand  vpon  their 
VMW^  ««ikUu»n,  whereof  they  ought  to  be  many  times  suspicious. 
LuJltlllW  we  rrcominend  vnto  you  the  censores,  who  haue  charge 
df  )w^h|WHrnt«  and  the  tribunes,  whose  office  is  to  attende  the 
■Akxi^  \>>i  (Huuinon  wcalihe,  that  they  bee  wyse  and  learned  in 
JllsVlWV  MIMIt  in  the  cuslomes,  prouident  in  iudgementes,  and 
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ware  in  theyr  trade  of  lyfe :  for  I  say  vnto  you,  that  a  wyse  man  is 
more  auaileable  in  gouemement  of  a  common  wealth,  than  a  roan 
of  ouermutch  skyll  and  experyence.  The  forme  then  whych  ye 
shal  obserue  in  matters  of  iudgement  shall  be  thus :  that  in  ciuile 
processe  you  keepe  the  law,  and  in  criminall  causes  to  moderate 
the  same,  bicause  haynous,  cruell,  and  rygorous  lawes  be  rather 
made  to  amaze  and  feare,  than  to  be  obserued  and  kept.  When 
you  giue  any  sentence,  ye  ought  to  consider  the  age  of  the  ofTen- 
daunt,  »vhen,  how,  wherefore,  with  whome,  in  whose  presence, 
in  what  time,  and  how  longe  ago,  forsomutch  as  euery  of  these 
thyngs  may  ey ther  excuse  or  condempne :  whych  yon  ought  to 
beare  and  vse  towards  them  in  lyke  sort  as  the  gods  towards  vs, 
who  giue  vs  better  heipe  and  succoure  and  correct  vs  lesse  than 
we  desenie.  That  consideration  the  iudges  ought  to  haue,  bycause 
the  offenders  doe  rather  trespasse  the  gods  than  men  :  if  then  they 
be  forgiuen  of  the  gods  for  offences  whych  they  commit,  reason  it 
ia  that  we  pardon  faultes  don  by  those  rather  then  by  our  selues. 
In  like  maner  we  commaund  you,  that  if  your  enimies  do  you  any 
anoiance  or  iniury,  not  incontinently  to  take  reuenge,  but  rather 
to  dissemble  the  same,  bicause  many  wrongs  be  don  in  the 
world,  which  were  better  to  be  dissembled  thanreuenged.  Wher- 
b  ye  shal  haue  like  regard,  touching  offices  in  the  senate  and 
common  wealth,  ihat  they  be  not  giuen  to  ambicious  or  couetous 
persons:  for  there  is  no  beaste  in  the  worlde  so  pestiferous  and 
venemous,  to  the  common  wealth,  as  the  ambicious  in  commaund- 
ing,  and  the  couetous  in  gathering  togither.  Other  things  we  let 
passe  for  this  tyme,  vntil  we  haue  intelligence  howe  these  our 
commaundements  be  fulfilled.  This  letter  shall  be  red  in  the 
chyefest  place  within  the  senate,  and  afterwards  pronounced 
to  the  people,  that  they  may  both  know  what  yee  com- 
maunde,  and  see  also  what  ye  doe.  The  gods  keepe 
you,  whome  we  pray  to  preserue  our  mother  the 
city  of  Rome,  and  to  send  vs  good  suo- 
cesse  in   these  our  warres. 
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LETTEKS. 


^  mattAU  Letter  sent  from  the  Romane  Senate  to  the  Emperour 
Draiene,  where  in  is  declared  how  sometimes  the  region  of  Spai/ne 
did  furnish  Rome  wj/th  goldefrom  their  Mines,  and  noer  do  adorne 
and  garnish  the  same  with  Emperours  to  goiieme  their  Common 
ntalth. 

The  sacred  Romane  Senate,  to  thee  the  great  Cocceius  Traiane 
new  emperour  Augustus,  henllh  in  thy  gods  and  ours,  graces  euer- 
lastyng  wee  render  to  the  tininortall  gods,  For  that  thou  art  in 
health,  which  wee  desyre  and  pray  may  be  perpetual.  We  signi- 
fied vnto  thy  maieity  the  death  of  Ncrua  Cocceius,  our  soueraigne 
lord,  and  thy  predecessor,  h  man  of  sincere  lyfe,  a  fryend  of  his 
common  wenllli,  and  a  zealous  louer  of  iustice,  wherein  also  we 
nduertiscd,  that  like  ni  Home  did  weepe  for  the  crueil  lyfe  of 
Domitian,  «<>  miit<  li  the  more  bitterly  doth  she  bewayle  the  death 
of  thine  vncic  Nerua,  who«c  councel  (although  hee  was  very  olde 
and  diseased)  whicEt  he  gaue  vs  lyinge  od  his  bedde,  we  loued 
better,  and  imbraccd  with  greater  comforte,  than  all  the  enter- 
pryses  and  deedes  don  by  his  predecessors,  when  they  were  in 
health  and  lusty  :  and  besides  the  ordinary  mourning  vsed  to  bee 
dour  in  Rome  for  prynces,  wee  haue  caused  all  recreation  and 
paxtime  to  cease,  so  wel  in  the  common  wealth  as  with  euery  of 
v»  purliculitrly.  We  haue  shut  vp  the  temples  and  made  the 
Srnute  vndcrstand,  how  displeasantly  we  accept  the  death  of  good 
nifh.  The  good  old  gentleman  Nenia  dyed  in  hys  house,  and 
WMM  buried  in  the  ficldc  of  Mars :  he  died  in  debte,  and  we  haue 
pttvd  hy»  dcbtcs :  hee  dyed  callyng  vppon  the  gods,  and  we  haue 
t^uoitiKed  him  amongs  theyr  numbre,  and  that  which  is  most  to 
Im'  lioiwli  hee  died  commending  vnto  vs  the  common  wealth,  and 
llir  ooumun  wealth  recommending  it  self  vnto  him  :  and  a  little 
Wiwv  iii»  latter  gaspe,  to  the  principall  of  the  holy  Senate,  and 
lituiiv  other  of  the  people,  standing  about  his  bedside,  he  sayde  : 
•«  O  v**  •nlher«,  I  committe  vnto  you  the  common  wealth  and  my 
.1  ttU  ulio  vnto  the  gods  :  vnto  whom  I  render  infinite  thankes, 
,iit«<  ihcy  hnue  taken  from  me  my  children,  to  bee  mine  heires 
AH»)  iMtur  Irfle  mce  Traiane  to  succede."     You  do  remembre  (most 
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dread  soueraign  lord)  that  the  good  empereour  Nerua  bad  other 
saccessoars  than  your  maiesly,  of  nearer  alyance,  of  greater  frend* 
«hip  more  bound  by  seruice,  and  of  greater  proofe  in  warfare: 
notwithstandyng  amongs  other  noble  personages,  vpon  you  alone 
he  cast  his  eyes,  reposinge  in  you  such  opinyon  and  confidence^ 
as  to  reuiue  the  prowes  and  vaiyaunt  facts  of  the  good  emperor 
i\ugustus,  be  suppressed  in  obhuion  the  insolent  facts  of  Domi- 
tian.  When  Nerua  came  vnto  the  crowne,  he  found  the  treasure 
pilled,  the  Senate  in  dissentyon,  the  people  in  commotion,  iustice 
not  obserued,  and  the  common  wealth  ouerihrowen :  which  you 
iikewyse  presentlye  shall  finde,  although  otherwyse  quiet  and 
wholly  reformed  :  wherfore  we  shalbe  right  glad,  that  you  con- 
scrue  the  common  wealth  in  the  state  whcrin  your  vncle  Nerua 
left  it,  consideryng  specially  that  new  prynces  vnder  colour  to  in- 
troduce new  customs,  do  ouerthrow  their  common  wealths:  four- 
tene  prynces  your  predecessours  in  the  empyre  were  naturally 
borne  in  Rome,  and  you  are  tlie  firste  straunger  prynce.  Where- 
fore we  pray  the  immortall  gods,  (siih  thai  the  stocke  of  our  aun- 
cient  Cssars  is  dead)  to  send  thee  good  fortune.  Out  of  the 
countrey  of  Spaine  was  wont  to  come  to  this  our  Romane  city 
great  abundance  of  gold,  siluer,  Steele,  leade  and  tinne,  from  iheyr 
mines:  but  now  in  place  thereof,  she  giueth  vs  emperours  to 
gouem  our  common  wealths:  sith  then  that  thou  commest  of  so 
good  a  countrey  as  Spayne  is,  from  so  good  a  prouince  as  is  Van- 
dolosia,  and  from  so  excellent  a  citty  as  Cales  is,  of  so  noble  and 
fortunate  a  linage  as  is  Cocceius,  and  aduaunced  to  so  noble  aa 
empire,  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  thou  wilt  proue  good  and  not  euil : 
for  the  gods  immortall  many  times  do  take  away  their  graces  from 
vngratefull  men :  moreouer(most  excellent  prince)  sith  you  wrote 
rnto  vs  the  maner  and  order  what  we  ought  to  doe :  reason  it  is 
that  we  write  to  you  agayne  what  you  ought  to  foresee  :  and  sith 
you  haue  tolde  vs,  and  taught  vs  to  obey  you,  meete  it  is  that  we 
may  know  wbat  your  pleasure  is  to  commaunde  :  for  that  (it  may 
come  to  passe)  that  as  you  haue  bene  brought  vp  in  Spayne,  and 
of  longe  time  bene  absent  from  Rome,  through  followinge  the 
warres,  that  not  knowing  the  lawes  whereunto  we  are  sworn,  and 
the  customes  which  we  haue  in  Rome,  yee  commaund  some  thinge 
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that  may  redound  to  our  damage,  and  to  your  dishonor:  and 
therefore  we  accoumpt  it  reason  that  your  maiesty  bee  aduertised 
hereof,  and  the  same  preuented,  for  so  mutch  as  princes  often- 
times be  negligent  of  many  things,  not  for  that  they  wil  not  fore- 
tee  the  same,  but  rather  for  want  of  one  that  dare  tell  them  what 
they  ought  to  doe :  and  therefore  we  humbly  beseech  your  most 
excellent  maiesty,  to  extende  and  shewe  forth  your  wisedome 
and  prudence,  for  that  the  Romanes  hearts  bene  drawen  and  made 
pliant  rather  by  fauourable  diligence,  than  by  prouoked  force. 
Touchinge  the  vertue,  iustice,  may  it  please  you  to  remembre  the 
same :  for  your  olde  vncle  Nenia  was  wont  to  say,  that  a  prince  for 
all  his  magnanimity,  valiaunce,  and  felicity,  if  he  do  not  vse  and 
maintayne  iustice,  ought  not  for  any  other  merite  to  be  praysed 
and  commended.  Semblably  we  make  our  humble  petition,  that 
those  commaundements  which  you  shal  send  and  require  to  be 
put  in  execution,  be  throughly  established  and  obserued :  for  the 
goodnesse  of  the  lawe  doth  not  consist  in  the  ordinaunce,  but  in 
the  fulfilling  and  accomplishement  of  the  same :  wee  will  not 
also  omit  to  say  vnto  you  (most  famous  prince)  that  you  must 
haue  pacience  to  suffer  the  importunate,  and  to  dissemble  with  the 
ofTenders:  for  that  it  is  the  deede  of  a  prince  to  chastise 'and 
punishe  the  wrongs  done  in  a  common  wealth,  and  to  pardon  the 
disobedience  done  vnto  him.  You  send  vs  word  by  your  letters 
that  you  wil  not  come  to  Rome,  vntyll  you  haue  finished^  the 
Germaine  warres :  whych  seemeth  vnto  vs  to  be  the  determina- 
tion of  a  vertuous  and  right  noble  emperor,  for  so  mutch  as  good 
princes  such  as  you  be,  oughte  not  to  desire  and  chose  places  of 
delite  and  recreation,  but  rather  to  seke  and  win  renowne  and 
fame.  You  commaunde  vs  also  to  haue  regard  to  the  venera- 
tion of  the  temples,  and  to  the  seruice  of  the  gods :  whych  re- 
quest is  iuste,  but  very  iust  it  were  and  meete  that  your  selfe 
should  do  the  same:  for  our  seruice  would  litde  preuaile,  if  you 
should  displease  them.  You  wil  vs  also  one  to  loue  an  other, 
whych  is  the  counsel  of  a  holy  and  peaceable  prince :  but  know 
ye  that  wee  shal  not  be  able  to  doe  tlie  same,  if  you  wil  not  lone 
and  intreat  vs  all  in  equall  and  indiflfcrent  sorte:  for  prynccs 
cbeaiyshioge  and  louing  some  aboue  the  rest,  do  raise  slanders 
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and  grudgea  amungs  the  people:  you  likewise  recommend  vuto 
n,  the  poore  and  the  widowos:  wherin  we  ihinke  that  you  ought 
to  commaund  the  collecters  of  your  tributes,  that  they  do  not 
grieue,  when  they  gather  yourryghtes  and  custoaies:  for  greater 
linae  it  is  to  spoyle  and  pill  the  needy  sort,  than  meritorious  to 
succour  and  relieue  them.  Likewise  you  do  persuade  vs  to  be 
quiet  and  circumspect  in  our  aifayres,  which  is  a  persuasion  re- 
sembling the  nature  of  a  worthye  prynce  and  also  of  a  pitifull 
father.  In  semblable  maner  you  require  vs  not  to  be  opiniona- 
tiue  and  wilfull  in  the  senate,  ne  aflfectionate  to  self  wil,  whych 
shal  be  done  accordingly  as  you  commaund,  and  accept  it  as  you 
say :  but  iherwithali  you  ought  to  think  that  in  graue  and  wayghty 
matters,  the  more  depely  things  be  debated,  the  better  they  shall 
be  prouided  and  decreed  :  you  bid  vs  also  to  beware,  the  censores 
be  honest  of  lyfe  and  rightful  in  doing  iustice :  to  that  we  aun- 
swere,  that  in  the  same  we  will  haue  good  respect,  but  it  is  expe- 
dient that  you  take  hede  to  them  whom  you  shal  name  and  ap- 
point to  those  offices :  for  if  you  do  chose  such  as  they  ought  to 
be,  DO  cause  shal  rise  to  reprehend  them.  Item  wher  you  say, 
that  we  ought  to  take  hede,  that  our  children  committe  no  offences 
to  the  people,  wherein  the  adiiise  of  the  senate  is,  that  you  do 
draw  them  awaye  from  vs,  and  cal  them  to  the  Almayne  warres, 
for  as  you  do  knowe  (right  souerain  prince)  that  when  the  pub- 
like welth  is  exempt,  and  voyd  of  enimies,  then  the  same  wil 
begin  to  bee  replenyshed  wyth  youthful!  vices.  Notwithstanding 
when  the  warres  bee  farre  of  from  Rome,  then  the  same  to  them 
is  profitable,  bicause  there  is  nothing  which  better  clenseth  com- 
mon wealths  from  wicked  people,  than  warres  in  straunge  coun- 
tries. Concernyng  other  things  which  you  write  vnto  vs  nedefull 
it  is  not  now  to  recite  them,  but  onely  to  see  them  kept :  for  trueiy 

they  seeme  rather  to  be  the  lawes  of  god  Apollo  him  selfe, 

than  counsels  of  a  mortull  man.    The  gods  preserueyour 

maiesty,  and  graunt  you   good  successe  in  those 

your  warres. 

These  letters  and  epistles,  although  besides  the  scope  and  nature 
of  a  nouell,  yet  so  worthy  to  be  read  and  practysed,  as  no  history 
or  other  mortall  precepte  more :  expressing  the  great  care  of  a  mais- 
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ter  towards  his  sclioller,  that  he  should  proue  no  worse  being 
an  emperor,  than  he  shewed  hymselfe  diligent  when  he  was  a 
scholer:  fearing  that  if  he  should  gouerne  contrary  to  his  ex- 
pectation, or  degenerate  irom  the  good  institution,  whych  in  hys 
yong  yeares  hee  imbraced,  that  the  blame  and  slaunder  should  rest 
in  hymselfe :  that  was  his  tutor  and  bringer  vp.     O  careful  PIut 
tarch,  O  most  happy  maister,  as  well  for  thine  owne  industry,  as 
for  the  good  successe  of  such  a  scholer:  and  O  most  fortunate 
and  vertuous  emperor,  that  could  so  wel  brooke  and  digest  the 
blissed  persuasions  of  sutch  a  maister,  whose  mind  wyth  the  blast 
of  promotion,  was  not  so  swolne  and  puffed,  but  that  it  vouchsafed 
to  cal  him  father  and  maister,  stil  crauing  for  an  instigation 
of  reproofe,  when  he  slid  or  slypped  from  the  path  of 
reason  and  duety.    And  happy  counsel  and  senate 
that  could  so  wel  like  and  practyse  the  docu- 
ments of  such  an  emperour. 


OF   THREE    AMOROUS    DAMES. 
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THE  THIRTEENTH  NOUELL. 

A  notable  History  of  three  amorous  Gentlewomen,  called  Lamia, 
Flora,  and  Lais:  contemning  the  sutes  of  noble  Princes  and  other 
great  Personages  made  vnio  them,  with  their  answeres  to  diuers 
demaundes :  and  the  manner  of  their  death  andfunerals. 

Leauynge  now  our  morall  discourse  of  a  careful!  majster,  of  a 
prouydenl  scholer,  of  a  vertuous  emperoure,  of  a  sacred  senate,  and 
vniforme  raagistery,  relume  we  to  the  setting  forth  and  descrip- 
tion of  three  arrant  honest  women,  which  for  lewdnesse  wer  fa- 
mous, and  for  wicked  lyfe  worthy  to  be  noted  with  a  blacke  coalc, 
or  rather  their  memory  raked  in  the  dust  and  cinders  of  their 
corpses  vnpure.  But  as  all  histories  be  ful  of  lessons  of  vertue  and 
vice,  as  bookes,  sacred  and  prophane,  describe  the  Hues  of  good 
and  bad  for  example  sake,  to  jeide  meanes  to  the  posterity,  to  en- 
sue llie  one  and  eschue  the  other,  so  haue  I  thought  to  intermingle 
amongest  these  nnuels  the  seuerall  sortes  of  either,  that  ech  sexe 
and  kinde  may  pike  out  like  the  bee,  of  ech  floure,  honny,  to 
store  and  fumishe  with  delighies  their  well  disposed  myndes.  I 
purpose,  then,  to  vnlace  the  dissolute  Ijues  of  three  amorouse 
dames,  that  with  their  graces  allured  the  greatest  princes  that 
ener  were:  enticed  the  noble  men,  and  som times  procured  the 
wisest  and  best  learned  to  craue  their  acquaintaunce,  as  by  the  se- 
quele  hereof  shall  well  appeare.  These  three  famous  women,  (as 
writers  do  witnesse)  were  furnished  with  many  goodly  graces  and 
giftes  of  nature:  that  is  to  say,  great  beautye  of  face,  goodly  pro- 
porcion  of  body,  large  and  high  foreheades,  theyr  bresles  placed  in 
comely  order,  smal  wasted,  fayre  hands  of  passing  cunning  to  play 
vpon  instruments,  a  heauenly  voice  lo  fayne  and  sing :  briefly, 
their  qualities  and  beauty  were  more  famous  than  euer  any  that 
were  bom  within  the  countries  of  Asia  and  Europa.  They  were 
neucT  beloued  of  prince  that  did  forsake  them,  nor  yet  they  made 
request  of  any  thing  which  was  denied  thein:  they  neuer  mocked  or 
flow  ted  man  (a  thing  rare  in  women  of  theyr  condition)  ne  yet  were 
mocked  of  any :  but  theyr  specyal  propretics  wer  to  dlure  men  to 
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loue  tbem  :  Lamia  W3'lh  bir  pleosaunt  loke  and  eye,  Flora  with  bir 
eloquent  tongue,  and  Lais  wyth  tlie  grace  and  sweetenesse  of  bir 
singing  voyce  :  a  straunge  thinge  that  he  which  once  was  surprysed 
wyth  the  loue  of  any  of  those  three,  eyiher  to  late  or  neuer  was  de- 
lyuered  of  the  same.  They  were  the  richest  courtizans  that  euer 
lyued  in  the  worlde,  so  long  as  theyr  life  did  last,  and  after  tbeyr 
decease,  great  monumentes  were  erected  for  theyr  remembraunce, 
in  place  where  they  died.  The  most  auncient  of  these  three  amo- 
rous dames  was  Lamia,  who  was  in  the  tyme  of  King  Antigonus, 
that  warfared  in  the  seruice  of  Alexander  the  Great,  a  valyant  gen- 
tleman, although  not  fauored  by  fortune.  Thys  kynge  Antigonus 
left  behynde  hym  a  sonne  and  heyre  called  Demetrius,  who  was 
lesse  valyauni,  but  more  fortunate  than  his  father,  and  bad  bene  a 
prynce  of  greate  estimation,  if  in  hys  youthe  bee  had  acquyred 
frendes,  and  kept  the  same,  and  in  hys  age  bad  not  ben  gyuen  to 
■o  many  vices.  Thys  Kyng  Demetrius  was  in  loue  with  Lamia, 
and  presented  bir  wyth  rych  gifles  and  rewardes,  and  loued  bir 
■o  afTectionatly,  and  in  sutcb  sort,  as  in  the  loue  of  his  Lamia  be 
semed  rather  a  fole  then  a  true  louer:  for,  forgetting  the  grauity 
and  authoritye  of  his  person,  bee  dyd  not  onelye  gyue  bir  all  such 
things  as  she  demaunded,  but  besides  that  bee  vsed  no  more  the 
company  of  his  wyfe  Euxonia.  On  a  tyme  Kyng  Demetrius  ask- 
yng  Lamia  what  was  the  ihyng  wherewyth  a  woman  was  sonest 
wonne  ?  "  There  is  nothing,"  answered  shee,  "  whych  sooner  ouer- 
commeth  a  woman,  than  when  she  seeth  a  man  to  lone  bir  with  al 
hys  hart,  and  to  susteyne  for  hir  sake  greate  paynes  and  pass3-on8 
wyth  long  continuance  and  entier  affection :  for,  to  love  men  by 
collusion,  causeth  afterwards  that  they  be  mocked."  Agayn,  Deme- 
trius asked  hir  further:  "  Tell  me,  Lamia,  whj-  doe  diuerse  women 
rather  hate  then  loue  men?"  Whereunto  she  answered:  "  The 
greatest  cause  why  a  woman  doth  hate  a  man,  is,  when  the  man 
doth  vaunt  and  boast  himselfe  of  that  whicli  be  doth  not,  and  per- 
formeth  not  the  thing  which  he  promiseth."  Demetrius  de- 
maunded of  her:  "  Tell  me.  Lamia,  what  is  the  thing  wherewith 
men  doe  content  you  best?" — "  When  wee  see  him,"  sayde  she, 
"  to  be  dyscrete  in  words,  and  secrete  in  his  dcdes."  Demetrius 
asked  bir  further:  "  Tell  me,  Lamia,  how  chaunceth  it  that  men 
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be  ill  matched  f"    "  Bycause,"  aiuwered  Lamia,  "  it  is  impossible 
that  they  be  well  maryed,  when  the  wife  is  in  neede,  and  the  hus- 
bande  vndiscrete."     Demetrius  asked  hir  what  was  the  cause  that 
amitye  betwene  two  louers  was  broken  f     "  There  is  nothing," 
answered  she,  "  that  soner  maketh  colde  the  loue  betwene  two 
loners,  than  when  one  of  them  doth  straye  in  loue,  and  the  woman 
loner  to  importunate  to  craue."     He  demaunded  further :  "  Tell 
me,  Lamia,  what  is  the  thinge  that  moste  tormenteth  the  louing 
nan  t"    "  Not  to  attayne  the  thing  which  he  desireth,"  answered 
she,  "  and  thinketh  to  lose  the  thing  whych  he  hopeth  to  enioy/ 
Demetrius  yet  once  agayne  asked  hir  thy s  question:  "  What  is 
that.  Lamia,  which  most  troubleth  a  woman's  hart  i"    "  There  is 
nothing,"  answered  Lamia,  "  wherwith  a  woman  is  more  grieued, 
and  maketh  hir  more  sad,  than  to  be  called  ill  fauored,  or  that  she 
bath  no  good  grace,  or  to  vnderstand  that  she  is  dissolute  of  lyfe." 
This  lady  Lamia  was  of  iudgement  delicate  and  subtyll,  although 
il  imployed  in  hir,  and  thereby  made  al  the  world  in  loue  with  hir, 
and  drew  al  men  to  hir  through  hir  layre  speacb.     Now,  before 
she  lost  the  heart  of  Kyng  Demetrius,  shee  haunted  of  long  time 
the  voiuersiliesof  Athenes,  where  shegayned  great  store  of  money, 
and  brought  to  destructyon  many  young  men.     Plutarch,  in  the 
lyfe  of  Demetrius,  saith,    That  the  Athenienb  hauing  presented 
vnto  him  xii.  c.  talents  of  money  for  a  subsidie  to  paye  his  men 
of  warre,  he  gaue  al  that  summe  to  his  woman  Lamia:  by  meanes 
whereof  the  Atheniens  grudged,  aud  were  offended  wyth  the  king, 
not  for  the  losse  of  their  gift,  but  for  that  it  was  so  euil  employed. 
When  the  King  Demetrius  would  assure  any  thynge  by  oth,  hee 
•wore  not  by  his  gods,  ne  yet  by  his  predecessors,  but  in  this  sort: 
"Ail  may  be  slyli  in  the  grace  of  my  lady  Lamia,  and  as  hir  lyfe 
tnd  mine  may  ende  together,  so  true  is  this  which  I  say  aud  do,  in 
this  and  thys  sort."     One  yere  and  two  moneths  before  the  death 
of  King  Demetrius,  his  frend  Lamia  died,  who  sorowed  so  mutch 
kir  death,  as  for  tlie  absence  and  death  of  hir,  he  caused  the  phy- 
losopbers  of  Athens  to  eiitre  in  this  disputation,    Whether  the 
teares  and  sorow  which   lie  shed  and  toke  for  her  sake,  were  more 
to  be  estemed  than  the  riches  which  he  spent  in  her  obsequies  and 
funerall  pompes.    This  amorous  gentlewoman  Lamia,  was  borne 
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in  Argos,  a  city  of  Peloponnesus,  besides  Atiienes,  of  base  pa- 
rentage, who  in  hir  first  yeres  haunted  the  coiinirey  of  Asia  Maior, 
of  very  wyld  and  dissolute  lyfe,  and  in  the  end  came  into  Piise- 
nicia.  And  when  the  King  Demetrius  had  caused  hir  to  be  bu- 
ried beefore  hys  chamber-window,  iiys  cliiefcst  frendes  asked  iiim, 
wherefore  hce  had  entombed  hir  in  that  place  f  his  aunswere  was 
this :  "  I  loued  hir  so  wel,  and  she  likewyse  me  so  hartyly,  as  I  know 
not  which  way  to  satisfie  the  lone  whicli  she  bare  me,  and  the 
duety  1  hauc  to  loue  hir  agayne,  if  not  to  put  hir  in  such  place  as 
myne  eyes  maye  wepe  euery  day  and  mine  hart  still  lament.* 
Truely  this  loue  was  siraung,  which  so  mighty  a  monarch  as  De- 
metrius was,  did  beare  vnto  such  a  notable  curtizan,  a  woman  vt- 
terly  void  of  grace,  barren  of  good  workes,  and  without  any  zeale 
or  spark  of  vertue,  as  it  should  ap[>eare.  But  sitU  we  read  and 
know  that  none  are  more  giuen  or  bent  to  vnreasonable  loue,  than 
mighty  princes,  what  should  it  bee  demed  straung  and  tnaruellous, 
if  Demetrius  amongs  the  rest  do  come  in  place  for  the  loue  of  that 
most  famous  woman,  if  fame  may  stretch  to  eyther  sorts,  botb 
good  and  euiil  f  But  let  vs  come  to  the  second  infamous  gentle- 
woman, called  Lais.  She  was  of  the  isle  of  Bitliritos,  which  is  ia 
the  confines  of  Graecia,  and  was  the  daughter  of  the  great  sacri" 
ficer  of  Apollo  his  temple  at  Delphos,  a  man  greatly  expcrience<> 
in  the  magike  art,  wherby  he  prophecyed  the  perdition  of  his 
daughter.  Now  this  amorous  Lais  was  in  triumph  in  the  lime  of 
the  renowmed  King  Pyrrhns,  a  prince  very  ambitious  to  ac<]uire 
honor,  but  not  very  happy  to  kecpe  it,  who  beinge  younge  of  six- 
teene  or  seuenteene  yeares,  came  into  Italy  to  make  warres  against 
the  Romains:  he  was  the  first  (as  some  say)  that  aranged  a  camp 
in  ordre,  and  made  the  phalanx,  the  mayne  square  and  battell :  for 
before  hys  time,  when  they  came  to  entre  battell,  they  assailed 
confusedly,  and  out  of  array  gaue  the  onset.  This  amorous  Lais  con- 
tinued long  lime  in  the  campe  of  Kynge  Pyrrhus,  and  went  wytli 
liym  into  Italy,  and  wyth  him  retourned  from  warre  agayne,  and 
yet  hir  nature  was  sutch,  as  shoe  woulde  neuer  bee  mainteined 
wyili  one  man  alone.  The  same  Lais  was  so  amorous  in  her  con- 
uersatyon,  so  excellent  fayre,  and  of  so  comely  grace,  that  ifshee 
would  baue  kept  hirselfe  faylhfull  to  one  lorde  or  gentleman,  there 
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was  no  prynce  in  the  world  but  lie  would  haue  yeldcd  hitnselfe  and 
all  (hat  he  had  at  hir  commaiindeiDcnt.     Lais,  from  hir  retourne 
out  of  Italy  into  Greece,  repayred  to  the  citye  of  Corinth,  to  make 
hir  abode  there,  where  she  was  pursued  by  many  kings,  lordes,  and 
prynces.     Aulus  Geiiius  saith  (which  I  haue  recited  in  my  former 
pan  of  the  Pallace  of  Pleasure,  the  6f(enth  nouell,)  that  the  good 
philosopher,  Demosthenes,  went  from  Athens  to  Corinth,  in  dis- 
guised apparell,  lo  see  I^iis,  and  to  haue  hir  company:  but  before 
the  dorc  was  opened,  she  sent  one  todemaunde  xii.  c.  sestercios  of 
siiucr:  whereunto  Demosthenes  answered  :  "  I  buy  not  repentance 
sodeere."     And  I  beleue  that  Demosthenes  spake  those  wordes  by 
folowyog  the  sentence  of  Diogenes,  who  fcayeth,  that  euery  beast 
after  such  acte  is  heauy  and  sad.     Som  wryters  affirme  of  this 
amorous  Lais,  that  thing  wbych  I  neuer  reade  or  hearde  of  woman : 
whych  is,  that  shee  neuer  shewed  signe  or  token  of  loue  to  that 
man  whych  was  desyrous  to  doe  her  seruice,  nor  was  neuer  hated 
of  man  ihai  knew  her.     Whereby  we  may  comprehend  the  happe 
and  fortune  of  that  amorous  woman.  Shee  neuer  shewed  semblance 
of  great  loue  to  any  person,  and  yet  shee  was  beloued  of  ail.     If 
the  amorous  Lamia  had  a  good  spirite  and  mynde,  Lais  truely  had 
no  lesse :  for  in  the  art  of  loue  she  exceeded  all  other  women  of 
hir  detestable  arte  and  scyencc,  as  well  in  knowledge  of  loue  as  to 
profite  in  the  same.     Vppon  a  daye  a  younge  man  of  Corinth  de- 
maundyng  of  hir  what  bee  shoulde  say  to  a  woman  whome  hee 
long  tyme  had  loued,  and  made  so  greate  sute,  that  thereby  he 
was  like  to  fal  into  dispayre.  "  Thou  shall  say,"  sayd  Lais,  "  vnto 
hir,  that  silh  she  wyl  not  graunt  thy  request,  yet  at  least  wyse  it 
myght  please  hir  to  suffer  thee  to  bee  hir  seruant,  and  that  shee 
would  take  in  good  parte  the  seruice  that  thou  shah  doe  vnto  hir. 
Wbych  requeste  if  shee  doe  graunte,  then  hope  to  attayiie  the 
ende  of  thy  attempte,  bycause  wee  women  bee  of  such  nature,  as 
opening  our  mouthes  to  gyue  some  mylde  and  pleasant  answere  to 
the  amorous  person,  it  is  to  bee  thoughte  that  wee  haue  gyuen  our 
heart  vnto  hym."  An  other  daye,in  the  presence  of  Lais,  one  prays- 
ed  the  phylosophers  of  Athenes,  saying,  that  they  were  very  honest 
pcrsonagi-H,  and  of  great  learnynge.     Whereunto  Lais  aunswered  : 
"  I  can  not  tell  what  great  knowledg  they  haue,  nor  what  science 
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they  «tudye,  ne  yet  what  bookes  youre  philosoi)liers  doe  reade,  but 
thy*  I  am  sure,  lliat  to  me  beynge  a  woman  and  iieucr  was  at 
AthencR,  I  tee  ihem  repay  re,  and  of  philosophers  beecome  amorous 
persons."     A  Theban  knighte  demaunded  of  Lais,  what  he  might 
doe  to  enioy  a  ladye  wyth  whose  loue  hee  should  bee  surprised. 
She  aunswered  thus:  "  A  man  that  is  desirous  of  a  woman,  must 
fblow  his  sute,  serue  hir,  and  suffer  hir  and  somtymes  to  seeme  as 
though  he  had  forgotten  hir :  for  after  that  a  woman's  heart  is 
moued  to  loue,  she  regardeth  more  the  forgetfulnesse  and  negli- 
gence vsed  towards  hir,  than  she  doth  the  seruice  done  before." 
All  other  gentleman  of  Achaia  asked  hir  what  he  shoulde  doe  to  a 
woman,  whom  he  suspected  that  she  had  falsified  hir  fayth.     Lais 
aunswered  :  "  Make  hir  beleue  that  thou  thinkestshe  is  very  fayth- 
ful  and  take  from  hir  the  occasions  wherby  shee  hath  good  cause 
to  be  vnfaythful :  for  if  she  do  perceiue  that  thou  knowest  it,  and 
dissemblest  the  matter,  she  wyll  sooner  d3*e  them  amende."    A 
gentleman  of  Palestine  at  another  time  inquired  of  hir  what  hee 
should  doe  to  a  woman  whych  he  serued,  and  did  not  esteeme  the 
seruyce  done  vnto  hir,  ne  yet  gaue  him  thankes  for  the  loue  which 
hee  bare  hir.     Lais  sayed  vnto  him :  "  If  thou  be  disposed  to 
serue  hir  no  longer,  let  hir  not  perceiue  that  thou  hast  gyuen  hir 
ouer:  for  naturally    wc  women  be  tendre   in  loue,  and  hard  in 
hatred."     Beyng  demaunded  by  one  of  hir  neyghbours  what  shee 
•houide  doe  to  make  hir  daughter  very  wyse.     "  Shee"  (saide 
Lais)  "  that  wyll  haue  hir  daughter  to  bee  good  and  honest,  must 
firom  her  youth  learne  hir  to  fearc,  and  in  going  abrode  to  haunte 
litle  company,  and  that  she  be  shameiast  and  moderate  in  hir 
taike."    An  other  of  hir  neighbors  inqnyryng  of  hir  what  shee 
myght  doe  to  hir  daughter  whych  began  to  haue  delygbt  to  rome 
in  the  heldcs  and  wander  abroade.     "  The  remedy"  (sayde   Lais) 
"  that  1  finde  for  your  daughter  disposed  to  that  condition,  is, 
not  to  suffer  hir  to  be  ydle,  ne  yet  to  be  brane  and  sumptuous  in 
■pparcl."     This  amorous  gentlewoman   Lais,  dyed  in  the  citye  of 
Corinth,  of  the  age  of  Lxxii.  yeares,  whose  death  was  of  many 
matroncR  desired  and  of  a  great  numbre  of  amorous  persons  la- 
mented.    The    thyrd   amorous    gentlewoman    was  caile<l    Flora 
which  was  not  so  auncient,  ne  yet  of  so  greate  renoume  as  Lamia 
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aod  Lais  were,  whose  country  aLo  was  not  su  famous :  for  she 
waa  of  Italj,  and  the  other  two  of  Grecia,  and  although  that 
Lamia  and  Lais  exceded  Flora  in  antiquity,  yet  Flora  surmounted 
tliem  in  lineage  and  generositie.  For  Flora  was  of  noble  house, 
although  in  life  lesse  than  cbast.  She  was  of  the  country  of  Noia 
in  Campania,  issued  of  certayne  Romans,  knights  very  famous  in 
facts  of  armes  and  of  great  Industrie  and  gouemcraent  in  the 
common  wealth.  When  the  father  and  mother  of  this  Flora 
deceased,  she  was  of  the  age  of  xv.  yeares,  indued  with  great 
riches  and  singular  beauty,  and  the  very  orphane  of  all  hir  kynnc: 
for  shee  had  neyther  brother  iefte  wyth  whom  she  myght  soiourne, 
nc  yet  vncle  to  gyue  her  good  counsell:  in  such  wyse  that  lyke  as 
this  young  maistres  Flora  had  youthe,  riches,  lyberty  and  beauty, 
euen  so  there  wanted  neyther  baudes  nor  Pandores  to  entyce  hir  to 
fal,  and  allure  hir  to  folly.  Flora  seeing  hir  self  beset  in  this  wise, 
she  determined  to  goe  into  the  AfFrick  warres,  where  she  hazarded 
both  in  hir  person  and  hir  honor.  This  dame  fiorished  and 
tryumphed  in  the  tyme  of  the  firste  Punique  warres,  when  the 
Consul  Mamillus  was  sent  to  Carthage,  who  dispended  more  money 
vpon  the  loue  of  Flora,  than  hee  did  vpon  the  chase  and  pursute 
of  his  enimies.  This  amorous  lady  Flora  had  a  writyng  and  tytle 
fixed  vpon  hir  gate,  the  effect  wherof  was  this:  King,  Prince, 
Dictator,  Consul,  Censor,  high  Bishop,  and  Quettor  may  knocke 
and  come  in.  lu  that  writyng  Flora  named  neither  emperor  nor 
Carsar,  bycause  those  two  roost  noble  names  were  long  tyme 
after  created  by  the  Romanes.  Thys  amorous  Flora  woulde  neuer 
abandon  hir  person,  but  wyth  gentlemen  of  noble  house,  or  of 
greate  dignitye  and  ryches:  for  shee  was  wonte  to  say  that  a 
Woman  of  passinge  beauty  shoulde  be  so  luutch  esteemed  as  shee 
doth  esteeme  and  sette  by  hir  selfe.  Lais  and  Flora  were  of  coi>- 
trary  maners  and  conditions:  for  Lais  would  first  bee  payde, 
before  shee  yelded  the  vse  of  hir  bodye:  but  Flora  wythout  any 
semblance  of  desire  eyther  of  golde  or  siluer  was  contented  to  bee 
ruled  by  those  with  whom  shee  committed  the  facte.  Wherof 
vppon  a  day  being  dcmaunded  the  question,  she  answered :  "  I 
gyue  my  body  to  prynces  and  noble  barons,  that  tiiey  may  deaie 
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with  mee  lyke  gentlemen :  for  I  sweare  viito  you  by  tlie  goddesse 
Veijuj,  that  neuer  man  gaue  me  so  little,  but  that  I  had  more  thao 
]  looked  for,  and  the  double  of  that  which  I  could  demaund." 
This  amorous  lady  Flora  was  wont  many  times  to  saye,  that  a  wise 
woman  (or  more  aptly  to  terme  her  a  subtyll  wench)  oughie  not  to 
demauitd  reward  of  her  loner  for  the  acceptable  pleasure  which  she 
doth  hym,  but  rather  for  the  loue  whych  she  beareth  him,  bycause 
that  al  things  in  the  world  hnue  a  ccrtayn  pryce,  except  loue, 
which  cannot  bee  payde  or  recomi>enced  but  wyth  loue.  All  the 
ambassadors  of  the  worlde,  whych  had  accesse  into  Italy,  made  so 
greate  reporte  of  the  beauty  and  generosiiie  of  Flora,  as  they  dyd 
of  the  Romane  common  wealth,  bycause  it  seemed  to  bee  a  mon- 
strous thynge  to  see  the  ryches  of  hir  house,  hir  trayne,  hir  beauty, 
the  princes  and  great  lordes  by  whom  slie  was  required,  and  the 
presents  and  giftes  that  were  gyuen  vnto  hir.  This  amorous  Flora 
liad  a  continual  regard  to  the  noble  house  whereof  shee  came, 
touchyng  the  magnyBcence  and  state  ofherseruyce:  for  albeit  that 
she  was  but  a  common  woman,  yet  she  was  serucd  and  honored 
lyke  a  great  lady.  That  day  wherein  she  rode  about  the  city  of 
Rome,  she  gaue  occasion  to  be  spoken  of  a  whole  month  after, 
one  inquirynge  of  an  other  what  great  Romane  lords  they  were 
that  kepte  her  company  f  whose  men  they  were  that  waighted 
vpon  herf  and  whose  liuery  they  ware?  what  ladies  they  wer  that 
rode  in  her  trayne f  The  brauer^'of  hir  apparell,  hir  great  beauty 
and  port,  and  the  wordes  spoken  by  the  amorous  gentlemen  in  that 
troupe  were  not  vnremembred.  When  this  maisires  Flora  waxed 
old,  a  yong  and  beautifull  gentleman  of  Corinth,  deinaunded  her 
to  wyfe,  to  whom  she  answered:  "  1  know  well  that  thou  wilt 
not  marie  the  three  score  yeares  whych  Flora  hath,  but  rather 
thou  desirest  to  haue  the  twelue  hundred  thousand  sestercios  which 
she  hath  in  hir  coffres:  content  thy  selfe  therefore,  my  frende,  and 
get  thee  home  agayne  to  Corinth  from  whence  thou  comest:  for 
to  sutch  as  be  of  niyne  age  great  honor  is  borne,  and  reuerence 
done  for  the  riches  and  wealth  they  haue,  rather  than  for  mariage." 
There  was  neuer  in  tlie  Romane  empyre,  the  lyke  amorous  woman 
that   Flora  was,  indued  wyth   so  many   graces  and  queenelyke 
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qualities,  for  shee  was  of  noble  hon'so,<)f  singulcr  beauty,  of  comely 
personage,  discrete    in    hiraffayres,  and  besides  al  other  comly 
qualyties,  very  lyberall.    This  luuisires  Flora  sjjent  the  most  part 
of  hir  youth  in  Affrica,  Aimayne  and    Gallia  Traiisalpina :  and 
albeit  that  she  would   not  sulfrc  anye  other  but  great   lords   to 
haue  possession  of  hir  body,  yet  she  applyed  hir  selfe  to  the  spoile 
of  those  that  were  in  place,  and  to  the  praye  of  those  that  came 
from  thewarres.  This  amorous  Flora  died  when  she  was  of  the  age 
of  Lxxv.  yeares.     She  left  for  the  principal  heire  of  all  hir  goods 
and  iuells,  the  Romain  people,  which  was  cstcmed  sufficient  and 
able  to  make   newe  the   walles  of  Rome,  and  to  raunsome  and 
rederoe  the  common  wealth  of  the  same.    And  bycause  that  shee 
was  a  Romainc,  and  had  made  the  state  therefore  hir  heyre,  the 
Romaines  builded  in  hir  liouor  a  sumptuous  temple,  whych  in 
memorye  of  Flora  was  called   Florianum:  and  euery  yeere  in  the 
memoryeof  hir,  they  celebrated  hir  fe.ist  vppon  the  day  of  hirdeath  : 
Suetonius  Tranquillus  sayeth,  that  the  first  feaste  which  the  em- 
pcrour  Galba  the  second  celebrated  wyth  in  Rome,  was  the  feast 
of  the  amorous  Flora,  vpon  whych  dnye  it  was  lawful  for  men  and 
women,  to  doe  what  kynd  of  dislioucsly  they  could  deuisc :  and 
she  was  esiemed  to  be  liie  greater  saint  which  that  day  shewed 
her  selfe   moste    dissolute  and    wanton.     And   bicause    that    the 
temple  Florianum,  was  dedycated  to  amorous  Flora,  the  Romanes 
liad  an  opinion,  that  al  women  which  v|)on  the  same  day  repayred 
to  the  temple  in  whorish  apparell,  should  haue   the  graces  and 
giftes  that  Flora  had.     These  were  the  fond  opinions  and  maners 
of  the    auncient,    which    after  their   owne   makinge  and   deuises 
framed  gods  and  goddesses,  and  bycause  she  proued  vushamcfast 
and  rich,  a  temple  must    bee  erected,  and  sacrifices  ordayned  for 
hir  whorish  triuraphcs.     But  that  noble  men  and  kings  haue  bene 
rapt  and  transported  with  the  lurements  of  sutcli  notorious  strum- 
pets, is  and  hath  bene  common  in  all  ages:  and  commonly  sutcli 
infauious  women  be  indewed  with   greatest  gifts  aiid  graces,  the 
rather  to   noosell  and  dandle  their  fauorers   in  the  laps  of  their 
fadinge  pleasures:    but   euery   of  them    a   most   sjieciall    grace, 
aboue  the  rest.     As  of  a  kyng  not  long  agoe  we  rcade,  that  kept 
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diree,  one  the  holiest,  imother  the  aaftiest,  and  the  third  the 

meriest:    two  of   which  properties   meete  for   honest  women: 

although  the  third  so  incident  to  that  kinde  as  heat  to  a  liuinge 

body.    Cease  wee  then  of  this  kynde,  and  let  ts  step  forth  to  be 

acquajnted   with    a  lady  and  a   queene  the  godiyest 

and  stoutest,    that  is   remembred  in  any 

auncient  monument  or 

hystory. 
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THE  FOURTEENTH  NOUELL. 

The  Ijife  and  gifies  of  the  most  famous  queeve  Zenobia  tcith  tlie  leU 
ten  of  the  tmperour  Avreliatius  to  the  uiifde  queene,  and  her  stoutt 
aunswere  thereimto. 

Zbnobia  queene  of  Palmyres,  was  a  right  famous  gentlewoman, 
as  diuerse  hystoriographers  largely  do  report  and  write.  Who  al- 
though siiee  was  no  Christian  lady,  yet  so  worthy  of  imitation,  at 
the  was  for  hir  venues  and  heroycall  facts  of  immortall  prayse. 
By  hir  wysedome  and  stoutnesse  she  subdued  all  the  empire  of  the 
Orient,  and  resisted  the  inuincible  Romans:  and  for  that  it  is 
meete  and  requisite  to  alleage  and  aduouch  reasons  by  weight, 
and  words  by  measure,  1  wil  orderly  begin  to  recite  the  history 
of  that  most  famous  queene :  wherefore  I  say,  that  about  the 
ccLXxxtv.  Olimpiade,  no  long  tyme  after  the  death  of  the  vn- 
happy  eraperour  Decius,  Valerian  was  chosen  emperour  by  the 
Senate,  and  (as  Trebellius  Pollio  his  hystorian  doth  describe)  be 
was  a  well  learned  prince,  indued  with  mauyfold  vertues,  that  for 
bis  speciall  prayse,  these  wordes  be  recorded  of  him.  If  all  the 
world  had  bene  assembled  to  chose  a  good  prince,  they  would  not  haue 
chosen  any  other  but  good  Faleriun.  It  is  also  written  of  hym,  that 
ID  liberality  he  was  noble,  in  words  true,  in  talke  wary,  in  promise 
constant,  to  his  frends  familiar,  and  to  his  enemies  seuere,  and 
which  is  more  to  be  esteemed,  he  could  not  forget  seruice,  nor  yet 
reuenge  wronge.  It  came  to  passe  that  in  the  xiv.  yeare  of  hia 
raygne,  there  rose  sutch  cruell  warres  in  Asia,  that  forced  he  was 
to  go  thither  in  his  owne  person,  to  resist  Sapor  king  of  the  Per- 
sians, a  very  valyaunt  man  of  warre  and  fortunate  in  his  enter- 
prises, which  bappinesse  of  hys  not  long  time  after  the  arryuall  of 
Valerian  into  Asia,  bee  manifested  and  shewed:  for  beeyng  be- 
tweene  them  such  hot  and  cruell  warres,  in  a  skyrmish,  throughe 
the  greate  faulte  of  tlie  general,  (which  had  the  conduct  of  the 
armye)  the  emperour  Valerian  was  taken,  and  brought  into  the 
puissance  of  king  Sapor  hys  ennimy,  whych  cursed  tyrant  so 
wickedlye  vsed  that  victory,  as  hee  woulde  by  no  meanes  put  the 
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emperour  to  rauiisoine,  towards  whom  hee  vscd  such  cruelty,  tliat 
so  oft  and  so  many  tyines,  as  hcc  was  disposed  to  gette  vp  oi 
horsebackc  hee  vsed  the  body  of  olde  Valerian  to  serue  hyoi 
for  aduauntage,  setting  his  feeie  vppon  the  throate  of  that  aged 
gentleman.  In  that  myserable  office  and  vnhnppy  captiuity  served 
and  dyed  the  good  emperour  Valerian,  not  wyth  oute  the  greate 
sorrowe  of  them  that  knew  him,  and  the  rueful  compassion  of 
those  that  sawe  him,  which  the  Romans  considering,  and  that 
neither  by  offre  of  gold,  orsiluer,  or  other  meanes,  they  were  able 
to  redeeme  Valerian,  they  determined  to  choose  for  emperour  his 
owne  Sonne  called  Galienus :  which  they  did  more  for  respect  of 
the  father,  than  for  any  minde  or  corage  they  knew  to  bee  in  the 
Sonne.  Who  afterwardes  shewed  himselfe  to  bee  farre  different 
from  the  conditions  of  his  father  Valerian,  being  in  his  enterprises 
a  cowarde,  in  his  premisses  a  Iyer,  in  correction  cruell,  towards 
them  that  senicd  him  vnllianckfull,  (and  which  is  worse,)  hee^^ 
gaue  himselfe  to  his  desires,  and  yealded  place  to  sensuality.  B^^| 
meanes  wherof,  in  his  tyme  the  Romaiii  empyre  more  than  in 
any  others  raygne,  lost  most  prouinces  and  receiued  greatest  shame : 
in  factes  of  warre  he  was  a  cowarde,  and  in  gouemement  of  com- 
mon wealth,  a  very  weake  and  feeble  man.  Galienus  not  carj'ng 
for  the  stale  of  the  empire,  became  so  myserable  as  the  gouemors 
of  the  same  gaue  ouer  their  obedience,  and  in  the  tyme  ofhys 
raygne,  theie  rose  vp  thyrty  tyrants,  whych  vsur[)ed  the  same: 
whose  names  doe  foliowe,  Cyriades,  Posthumus  the  yonger, 
Lollius,  Victorinus,  Marius,  Ingenutis,  Regillianus,  Aureolus,  Ma- 
crianus,  Machianus  the  younger.  Quietus,  Odenatus,  Herodes, 
MoBuius  Ballisu,  Valens,  Piso  Emilianus,  Staturnius,  Tcfricus, 
Etricus  the  younger,  Trebelianus,  Heremianus,  Timolaus,  Celsus, 
Titus,  Censorinus,  Claudius,  Aurelius,  and  Quintillus,  of  whom 
XVI II.  were  caplaynes  and  seniiters  vnder  the  good  emperour 
Valerian.  Sutch  delight  had  the  Romanes,  in  that  auncient 
world,  to  haue  good  captaynes,  as  were  able  to  bee  preferred  to  be 
emperours.  Nowe  in  that  tyme  the  Romanes  had  for  their  cap- 
tayne  generall,  a  knight  called  Odenatus,  the  prynce  of  Pahne- 
rines,  a  man  trurly  of  great  vertue,  and  of  passinge  industry  and 
bardinesse  in  facts  of  warre.    This  captayne  Odenatus  maried  a 
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woman  that  descended  of  the  auncient  linage  of  the  Ptolomeg, 
sometymes  kinges  of  ^gypt,  named  Zenobia,  which  (if  the  histo- 
rians do  not  deceiue  vs)  was  one  of  the  most  famous  women  of  the 
worlde.  Shee  had  the  heart  of  Alexander  the  great,  shce  possessed 
the  riches  of  Crsesus,  the  diligence  of  Pyrrhus,  the  trauel  of  Hani- 
ball,  the  warie  foresighte  of  Marcellus,  and  the  iustice  of  Truiane. 
When  Zenobia  was  married  to  Odenatus,she  had  by  hir  other  hus- 
band, a  Sonne  called  Herodes,  and  by  Odenatas  shee  had  two 
otlier,  whereof  the  one  was  called  Hyeronianus,  and  the  other  Pto- 
lemus.  And  when  the  emperour  Valerian  was  vanquyshed  and 
taken,  Odenutus  was  not  then  in  the  campe :  for  as  all  men 
thought,  if  he  had  ben  there,  they  had  not  rece^'ued  so  greate  an 
ouerthrow.  So  sone  as  good  Odenatus  was  aduertized  of  the  de- 
faict  of  Valerian,  in  great  haste  he  marched  to  the  Roman  campe, 
that  then  was  in  great  disorder:  whych  with  greate  diligence  hee 
reassembled,  and  reduced  the  same  to  order,  and  (holpen  by  good 
fortune,)  wythin  xxx.  dayes  after  hee  recouered  all  that  whych 
Valerian  had  loste,  raakynge  the  Persian  kyng  to  flee,  by  meanes 
whereof,  and  for  that  Odenatus  had  taken  charge  of  the  army,  hee 
'wanne  amonges  the  Romanes  great  reputation,  and  truelv  not 
with  out  cause:  for  if  in  that  good  time  he  had  not  receyued  the 
charge  the  name  and  glory  of  the  Romanes  had  taken  ende  in  Asia. 
'Duryng  all  thys  tyme  Galienus  lyued  in  hys  delyghtes  at  Myllan, 
wythout  care  or  thoughte  of  the  common  wealth,  consumynge  in 
his  wylfull  vices,  the  money  that  was  leuied  for  the  men  of  war: 
whych  was  the  cause  that  the  gouernours  of  the  prouinces,  and 
captens  general,  seing  him  to  be  so  vicious  and  neglygent,  vsurped 
.the  prouinces  and  armies  which  tliey  had  in  charge.  Galienus 
Toyd  of  all  obedience  sauing  of  the  Italians  and  Lombardes,  the 
first  that  rose  vp  against  him  were  Posthomus  in  Fraunce,  LoUians 
in  Spayne,  Victorinus  in  Affrica,  Marius  in  Britane,  Ingenuus  in 
Gernianie,  Regillianus  in  Denmark,  Aureolus  in  Hungarie,  Ma- 
crianus  in  Mesopotamia,  and  Odenatus  in  Syria.  Before  Odena- 
tus rose  against  Valerian,  Macrianus  enioied  Mesopotamia  and 
the  greatest  part  of  Syria,  whereof  Odenatus  hauing  intelligence, 
he  marched  with  his  power  agaynst  him  and  killed  him,  and  dis- 
comfited all   his  army.     The  death  of  the  tyran  Macrian  being 
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knowen,  and  that  Galieniis  was  so  vicious,  the  armies  in  Asia 
assembled  and  chose  Odenatus  emperour:  which  election  although 
the  Senate  publickly  durst  not  agree  vpon,  yet  secretly  they  al- 
lowed it,  bycause  they  receyued  da)'ly  newes,  of  the  great  cx- 
ploytes  and  deedes  of  armes  done  by  Odenatus,  and  saw  on  the 
other  aide  the  great  continued  follies  of  Galienus.  Almost  three 
yeares  and  a  halfe  was  Odenatus  emperour  and  lord  of  all  the 
Orient,  duringe  which  time  he  recouered  all  the  lands  and  pro- 
uinces  lost  by  Galienus,  and  payde  the  Romane  army  all  the 
arrerages  of  their  wages  due  vnto  them.  But  fortune  ful  of  in- 
constancy, suffred  not  this  good  prynce  very  long  to  ra\'gne :  for 
hauing  in  hys  house  a  kinsman  of  hys,  named  Meonius,  to  whom 
he  bare  great  good  will,  for  that  he  sawe  him  to  be  a  valiant  man 
ofwarre,  although  ignorant  of  his  enuy  and  couetousnesse :  it 
chaunced  vpon  a  day  as  they  two  rode  on  huntinge,  and  gallopinge 
after  the  pursute  of  a  wylde  bore,  with  the  very  same  bore  speare 
which  Meonius  caried  to  strike  the  beast,  he  killed  by  treason  his 
good  cousin  Odenatus:  but  that  murder  was  not  long  time  vn- 
reuenged :  for  the  borespeare  wherewith  he  had  so  cruelly  killed 
the  emperour  his  cousin,  was  incontinently  known  by  the  hunters 
which  folowed  Odenatus :  whervpon  that  day  the  head  of  Meo- 
nius was  striken  of:  and  Galienus  vnderstandinge  the  death  of 
Odenatus,  gaue  great  rewardes  and  present"?  to  them  that  brought 
him  the  newes,  beinge  so  ioyfuU  as  the  Romans  wcr  angry  to  vn- 
derstand  those  pitiful  tydings,  bycause  through  the  good  ordre 
which  Odenatus  vsed  in  Asia,  they  had  great  tranquillity  and  peace 
throughout  Europe.  Now  after  the  death  of  ihys  good  emperour 
Odenatus,  the  armies  chose  one  of  his  two  sonnes  to  be  emperour 
of  the  Orient :  but  for  that  he  was  younge,  they  chose  Zenobia  to 
be  protector  of  hir  sonne,  and  gouemer  ouer  the  sayd  Orient 
empyre.  Who  seeing  that  vpon  the  decease  of  Odenatus  cer- 
tayne  of  the  east  countries  began  to  reuolt,  shee  determined  to 
open  hir  treasure,  reassemble  bir  men  of  warre,  and  in  hir  owne 
person  to  march  into  the  fielde:  where  she  did  sutch  notable  en- 
terprises, as  shee  appalled  hir  enemies,  and  made  the  whole  world 
to  wonder.  About  the  age  of  xxxv.  yeares  Zenobia  was  widow, 
beinge  the  tutrix  of  hir  children,  regent  of  an  empyre,  and  cap- 
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ta)'ne  generall  of  the  army:  in  which  weighty  charge  she  vsed  hir 
selfe  so  wisely  and  well,  as  shee  acquired  no  lesse  noble  name  in 
Asia,  than  queene  Semiramis  did  in  India.  Zenobia  was  constant 
in  that  whych  she  tooke  in  hand,  true  in  words,  iibenill,  mylde, 
and  seuere  where  she  ouglit  to  be:  discrete,  graue,  and  secrete  in 
her  enterprises :  albeit  she  was  ambicious,  for,  not  content  with 
hir  title  of  gonemesse,  or  regent,  she  wrote  and  caused  her  selfe 
to  be  called  empresse:  she  loued  not  to  ride  vpon  a  mule,  or  in  a 
littor,  but  greatly  esteemed  to  haue  great  horse  in  hir  stable  and 
to  leame  to  handle  and  ryde  them.  When  Zenobia  went  forth  of 
hir  tent  to  see  the  order  and  gouernment  of  hir  campe,  she  con- 
tinually did  put  on  her  armure,  and  was  well  guarded  with  a  band 
of  men,  so  that  of  a  woman,  she  cared  but  onely  for  the  name,  and 
m  the  facts  of  armes  shee  craued  the  title  of  valiaunt.  The  cap- 
taynes  of  hir  army,  neuer  gaue  battell,  or  made  assault,  they  neuer 
skyrmished  or  did  other  enterprise  of  warre,  but  she  was  present 
in  her  owne  person,  and  attempted  to  shewe  hirselfe  more  hardy 
than  any  of  all  the  troupe,  a  thinge  almost  incredible  in  that 
wcake  and  feeble  kinde.  The  sayd  noble  queene  was  of  stature, 
bigge  and  well  proporcioned,  hir  eyes  black  and  quicke,  hir  fore- 
head large,  hir  stomak  and  breastes  fayre  and  vpright,  her  face 
white  and  ruddy,  a  little  mouth,  hir  teeth  so  why  te,  as  they  seemed 
like  a  rancke  of  white  pearles,  but  aboue  all  things  she  was  of  sutch 
excellent  spirit  and  courage,  as  shee  was  feared  for  hir  stoutnessc, 
und  beloiied  for  her  beauty :  and  although  Zenobia  was  indued 
with  so  great  beauty,  liberality,  riches,  and  puissaunce,  yet  she 
was  neuer  stayned  with  the  blemish  of  vnchaste  lyfe,  or  wyth 
odier  vanity:  and  as  hir  husband  Odenatus  was  wont  to  say,  that 
after  shee  felt  hir  selfe  wyth  chylde,  shee  neuer  suffred  hym  to 
come  neare  her,  (sutch  was  hir  great  chastity)  sayinge  that  women 
ought  to  marry  rather  for  children  than  for  pleasure :  she  was  also 
excellently  well  learned  in  the  Grcke  and  Latine  tongue  :  shee  did 
neuer  eate  but  one  meale  a  day:  hir  talke  was  verye  lyttle  and 
rare.  The  meate  which  shee  vsed  for  hir  rcpaste,  was  either  the 
hanch  of  a  wylde  boro,  or  else  the  syde  of  a  deere:  shee  could 
dhnke  no  wyne,  nor  abydc  the  scent  thereof :  but  shee  was  so 
curyous  in  good  and  perfect  waters,  as  shee  would  gyue  so  great 
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a  pryce  for  that,  as  is  ordinaryly  gyuen  for  wyne  bee  it  oeuer  so 
excellent.  So  soone  as  the  kinges  of  /Egypte,  of  Persia,  and  the 
Greekes,  were  aduertized  of  the  death  of  Odenatus,  they  sent  iheyr 
ambassadours  to  Zenobia,  aswell  to  visire  and  comfort  hir,  as  to 
bee  hir  confederals  and  frendes:  so  much  was  she  feared  and  re- 
doubted for  her  rare  vertues.  The  affayres  of  Zenobia  beinge  ia 
sutch  estate  in  Asia,  the  emperor  Gal  i  en  us  died  in  Lombardie,  and 
the  Romanes  chose  Aurelianus  to  bee  empcrour,  who  although  he 
was  of  a  base  and  obscure  lineage,  yet  hee  was  of  a  great  valiance 
in  factes  ofarmes.  When  Aurelianus  was  chosen  emperour,  he 
made  great  preparaciou  into  Asia,  to  inferre  warres  vpon  queene 
Zenohia,  and  in  all  hys  tyme  hce  neucr  attempted  greater  enter- 
prise for  the  Romanes.  When  hee  was  arry  ucd  in  Asia,  the  empe- 
rour preceded  agaynst  the  queene,  and  shec  as  valiantly  defended 
hir  selfe,  continually  being  betwene  them  great  alarams  and  skir- 
mishes. But  as  Zenobia  and  hir  people  were  of  lesse  traucll  and  of 
better  skyi  in  knowledge  of  the  country,  so  they  did  greater  barme 
and  more  anoiance  vnto  theyr  enimy,  and  thereof  receiued  lesser 
damage.  The  emperour  setug  that  hce  should  haue  mutch  adoe  to 
vanquishe  Zenobia  by  amies,  determined  to  ouercome  hir  by  gen- 
tle wordes  and  fayre  promisses:  for  which  cause  he  wrote  vnto  hii 
a  letter,  the  tenor  whereof  ensueth. 

Aurelianus  emperour  of  Rome  and  lord  of  al  Asia,  to  the  right 
honorable  Zenobia  sendcth  greetyng.  Although  to  such  rebellyous 
women  us  thou  art,  it  sliould  seeme  vncomely  and  notdecente  to 
make  request,  yet  if  tbou  wyltseeke  ayde  of  my  mercy,  andrendre 
thy  selfe  vnder  myne  obedience,  bee  assured  that  1  wyli  doe  thee 
honour,  and  geue  pardon  to  thy  people.  The  goide,  situer,  and 
other  riches,  within  thy  pailace  1  am  content  thou  shah  enioy, 
together  with  the  kingdome  of  Palmy  res,  which  thou  mayest  keepe 
duriiigethy  life  and  ieaue  after  thy  death  to  whoui  thou  shall  think 
good,  vpon  condition  notwithslandinge,  that  thou  aband one  all  thine 
other  realmcs  and  countryes  which  thou  haste  in  Asia^ and  acknow- 
ledge Rome  to  be  thy  superior.  Of  thy  vassalls  and  subiectes  of 
Palmyres,  we  demaund  none  other  obedience,  but  to  be  confederates 
and  frendes,  so  that  thou  breake  vp  thy  campe,  wherewyth  thou 
makest  warre  in  Asia,  and  disobeyest  the  city  of  Rome,  wee  will 


ZBNOBIA    gUBENB    OP    PALMYBES. 


159 


SDffer  thee  to  haue  a  certayne  number  of  men  of  warre,  so  wel  for 
the  tuicion  of  thy  person,  as  for  the  defence  of  thy  kingdome,  and 
thy  two  children  which  thou  haddest  by  thy  liusbande  Odenatus. 
And  he  whom  thou  louestbest  shal  rema^Tie  with  thee  in  Asia,  and 
the  other  I  will  carry  with  me  to  Rome,  not  as  prisoner,  but  as 
hostage  and  pleadge  from  thee.  The  prisoners  wbicli  tliou  hasi  of 
ours,  shalbe  rendred  in  exchange  for  those  which  we  l)aue  of  thine, 
without  rannsome  of  eyther  parts :  and  by  these  meanes  thou  shal t 
remayne  honored  in  Asia,  and  I  contented,  will  retourne  to  Rome. 
Tlie  gods  be  thy  defence,  and  preserue  our  mother  the  city  of 
Rome  from  all  vnhappy  fortune. 

Tlie  queene  Zenobia  hauinge  reade  the  letter  of  the  emperoiir 
Aurelianus,  without  teare  ofthe  contents, incontinently  made  sutch 
aunswere  as  followeth. 

Zenobia  queene  of  Palmyres,  and  lady  of  all  Asia,  and  the  king- 
domes  thereof,  to  thee  Aurelianus  the  eraperour,  healtii,  and  con- 
solation, 8tc.  That  thou  do  iiitille  thy  selfe  with  the  emperour  of 
the  Romanes  I  doe  agree,  but  to  presume  to  name  thy  selfe  lord  of 
the  east  kingdomes,  I  say  therein  thou  doest  offend :  for  thou 
kiiowest  wel,  that  I  alone  am  lady  regent  of  all  the  Orient,  and  the 
only  dame  and  maystresse  of  the  same.  Th'oae  part  whereof 
descended  vnto  me  by  lawful  inlieritaunce  from  my  predecessors, 
and  the  other  part,  I  haue  won  by  my  prowesse  and  deedes  of 
armes.  Thou  sayest  that  if  I  rcndre  obedience  vnto  thee,  thou 
wilt  do  me  great  honor :  to  that  I  aunswere,  that  it  were  a  dis- 
honest part  of  me,  and  a  deede  most  vniust,  that  the  gods  hauing 
created  Zenobia  to  commaund  all  Asia,  she  should  now  begyti 
to  bee  slaue  and  tliral  vnto  the  city  of  Rome.  Semblabiy,  ihou 
saiest  that  thou  wylt  gyue  and  leaue  me  al  the  golde,  siluer,  and 
other  ryches  whych  I  haue :  whereunlo  I  aunswer,  that  it  is  a 
wjcked,  and  fond  request,  to  dispose  the  goodesof  anotlieras  they 
were  thine  owne.  But  thine  eyes  shall  neuer  see  it,  ne  yet  thy 
handes  shal  louche  it,  but  rather  I  hope  in  the  gods  aboue  to 
bestow  and  crje  a  iarges  of  that  which  thou  haste  at  Rome,  before 
tbou  finger  that  whych  I  hane  and  possesse  in  Asia.  Truely  Au- 
relianus, the  warres  which  thou  mukest  agaynst  me,  and  thy  quar- 
ell,  bee  most  vniuste  beefore  the  supernall  gods,  and  very  vnrca- 
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sonable  before  men,  and  I  for  my  part  if  I  haae  enlred  or  doe 
take  armes,  it  is  but  to  defend  my  self  and  myne.  Thy  coraming 
then  into  Asia  is  for  none  other  purpose,  but  to  spoile  and  make 
hauocke  of  that  which  an  other  liath.  And  think  not  that  I  am 
greatly  afrayde  of  the  name  of  Romane  prynce,  nor  yet  the  power 
of  thyne  huge  army  :  for  if  it  bee  in  thy  handes  to  gyue  batleU, 
it  belongeth  onely  to  the  gods  to  gyue  eytber  to  ihee  or  me  the 
victory.  That  I  remaine  in  fielde  it  is  to  me  greate  fame,  but 
thou  to  fight  with  a  widdowe,  oughtest  truelye  to  bee  ashamed. 
There  be  come  vnto  myne  ayde  and  campe  the  Persians,  the 
Medes,  the  Agamennonians,  the  Irenees,  and  the  Syrians,  and 
with  them  all  the  gods  immoriall,  who  be  wont  to  chastice  sutch 
proude  princes  as  thou  art,  and  to  helpe  poore  widowes  as  I  am. 
And  if  it  so  come  to  passe,  that  the  gods  doe  permit  and  suffre  my 
lucke  to  be  sutch,  as  thou  do  bertiie  me  of  lyfe  and  dispoyle 
nic  of  goods,  yet  it  will  be  bruted  at  Rome,  and  published  in  Asia, 
that  the  wofull  wight  Zenobia,  was  ouerthrowne  and  slaj'ne,  ia 
defence  of  hir  patrimony,  and  for  the  conseruation  of  hir  hus- 
bande's  honor.  Labor  no  more  then  Aurelianus,  to  flatter  and 
pray  me,  nor  yet  to  threaten  me :  requere  me  no  more  to  yeelde 
and  become  thy  prisoner,  nor  yet  to  surrender  that  which  1  haue, 
for  by  doinge  that  I  can,  I  accomplish  that  I  ought.  For  it  will 
be  sayd  and  noysed  through  the  world,  (ma^'  it  so  come  to  passe 
as  fortune  do  not  fauor  mee)  that  if  the  erapresse  Zenobia  be  cap- 
tiue,  she  was  not  yet  vanquished.  Now  touchinge  my  son  which 
thou  demaundest  to  cary  with  thee  to  Rome,  truely  that  request  I 
cannot  abide,  and  mutch  lessc  do  meane  to  graunt,  knowing  full 
well  that  thy  house  is  stored  full  of  manyfolde  vices,  where  myne 
is  garnished  with  many  notable  philosophers:  whereby  if  I  leaue 
vnto  my  children  no  great  heapes  of  goods,  yet  they  shalbe  wel 
taught  and  instructed  :  for  the  one  half  of  the  day  they  spend  in 
Icarninge,  and  the  otlier  halfe  in  exercise  of  armes.  For  conclusion 
of  thy  demaund,  and  finall  aunswere  thereunto,  I  pray  thee  tra- 
nayle  no  more  by  letters  to  write  vnto  niee,  ne  yet  by  ambassage 
to  spende  any  furder  talke,  but  attend  viiiill  our  controuersie  bee 
decided  rather  by  force  of  armes  than  by  vttered  wordes.  The 
gods  preserue  thee. 
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It  is  sa^'d  that  Aurelianus,  receiuing  that  aunswere  did  re- 
ioyce,  but  when  he  had  red  it,  he  was  greatly  offended,  which  incon- 
tinently hee  made  to  bee  known,  by  gathering  together  his  camp, 
and  besieginge  the  citty  wherein  Zenobia  was.  And  Aurelianus 
wroth  and  outraged  with  that  annswere,  althongh  his  anny  was 
weary  and  halfe  in  dispayre  (by  reason  of  the  longe  warres,)  yet 
he  v»ed  satch  diligence  and  ex})edition  in  the  siege  of  that  place, 
as  the  queene  was  taken  and  the  city  rased :  which  done,  the 
emperoUT  Aurelianus  retuurned  to  Rome,  caryinge  with  him  "Lc- 
Dobia,  not  to  doe  Itir  to  death,  but  to  tryumph  ouer  her.  At  what 
tyme  to  see  that  noble  lady  goe  on  foote,  and  marche  before  the 
tryumph  Inge  chariot  bare  footed,  charged  wyth  the  burden  of  bea- 
ny chaynes,  and  liir  two  children  by  her  side:  truly  it  made  the 
Homane  matrons  to  conceyue  great  pity,  being  wel  knowen  to  al 
llie  Romans,  that  neither  in  valorous  deedes,  nor  yet  in  vertue  or 
chastity,  any  man  or  woman  of  hir  time  did  excel]  hir.  The  dajeg 
of  the  triumph  being  done,  all  the  noble  ladies  of  Rome  assembled 
and  repavred  to  Zenobia,  and  vscd  vnto  her  great  and  honorable 
entcTtaynement,  giuing  hir  many  goodly  presentes  and  rewards. 
And  Zenobia  liued  in  the  company  of  those  noble  matrons  the 
space  of  X.  yeares  before  she  dyed,  in  estimation  like  a  Lucrecia, 
and  in  honour  like  a  Cornelia.  And  if  fortune  had  acompanied 
hir  personage,  so  well  as  vertue  and  magnanimity,  Rdtoe  had  felt 
the  egrenesse  of  hir  displeasure,  and  the  whole  world  tasted  the 
sweetenesse  of  hir  regiment.  But  nowe  leaue  we  of,  any  longer  to 
speak  of  Zenobia,  that  wee  may  direct  our  course  to  the  hard  fate 
of  a  king's  daughter,  that  forloue  maried  a  simple  person  bred  in 
hir  father's  house,  who  in  base  parentage,  and  churlishc  kj-nde 

coulde  not  be  altered:  but  shewed  the  fruicts  of  brutishnesse : 
tyli  lady  Fortune  pityinge  the  ladic's  case :  prouided  for 
ber  better  daycs,  and  chastized  her  vnkinde  com- 
panion   with    deserts    condigne  for    sutch    a 
matche. 
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THE  FIFTEENTH  NOUELL. 

Evphimia  the  ki/»g  of  Corinth's  daughter  fell  in  lone  teith  Acha- 
rUto,  the  seruant  of  her  father,  and  besides  others  rchkh  reqniredr^M 
hir  in  mariage,  she  dixdai/ned  Philon  the  king  of  Peloponesvs,  ^^ 
that  lotted  hir  vert/  /eriienlli/.     Acharisto  conspiring  against  the 
ktfng,  uns  discovered,  tormented,  and  put  in  prison,  and  ht/  meane$^^ 
of  Evphimia  deliiiered.      The  king  promised  his  daughter  and  king-  ^^ 
dome  to  him  that  presented  the  head  of  Acharisto:  Evphimia  so 
wrought,  as  hee  was  presented  to  the  king.     The  king  gaue   him 
his  daughter  to  a!j(fe  and  rchen  he  died  made  him  his  het/re.    Acha- 
risto began  to  hate  his  a'iffe,  and  condemned  hir  to   death  as  an 
adulteresse.      Philon  deliiiered  hir :  and  vpon  the  sute  of  hir  sub- 
iects,  she  is  contented  to  mart/  him.  and  therbj/  he  is  made  ki/nge  of 
Corinth, 


Constancy  in  honest  loue  (being  a  perfect  vertuc and  precious 

ornament  to  the  beloued,  induinge  e3'ther,  besides  ioy  and  conten- 

tacion,  with  immortall  fame  and  glory,)  hath  in  it  selfe  these  onely 

marks  and  properties  to  be  knowne  b}',  chastity,  and  toleration  of 

aduersity :  for  as  the  niynde  is  constant  in  loue,  not  variable,  or 

geuen  to  cbaunge,  so  is  the  body  continent,  come)}-,  honest  and 

pacient  of  fortune's  plages.     A  true  constant  niinde  is  moued  with 

no  sugred  persuasions  of  frendes,  is  diuerted   with  no  eloquence, 

terrified  with  no  threats,  is  quiet  in  all  motions :  the  blustering 

blasts  of  parent's  wrath,  cannot  remoue  the  constant  mayde  from 

that  which  she  hath  peculiarly  chosen  to  hir  selfe.     The  rigorous 

rage  of  frendes,  doth  not  dismay  the  louing  man  from  the  em- 

bracement  of  hir  wliom  he  hath  amongs  the  rest  selecte  for  his 

vnchanged  feere.     A  goodly  example  of  constant  and  noble  loue 

this  history  ensuing  describeth,  although  not  like  in  both,  yet  ia 

both  a  semblable  constancy.     For  Euphimia  a  king's  daughter, 

abandonelh  tiic  great  loue  borne  vnto  liir  by  Philon,  a yong  prince, 

to  loue  a  seruant  of  hir  father's,  with  whom  she  perseuered  in  great 

constancy,  for  all  his  false  and  ingratefuU  dealings  towards  hir. 

Philon  seeing  his  loue  despised  neuer  maried  vutili  he  maried  hir^ 
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whom  afterwards  he  deliuered  from  the  false  surmised  treason  of 
hir  cancred  and  malicious  husband.  Euphimia  fondly  maried 
agaynst  hir  father's  will,  and  therefore  deseruedly  afterwards 
bare  the  penaunce  of  hir  fault :  and  albeit  she  declared  hir  selfe 
to  be  constant,  yet  duty  to  louinge  father  ought  to  haue  with- 
drawen  hir  rashe  and  heady  loue.  What  daungers  doe  ensue 
sutch  like  cases,  examples  be  rife,  and  experience  leacheth.  A 
great  dishonour  it  is  for  the  lady  and  gentlewoman  to  disparage 
hir  noble  house  with  mariage  of  hir  inferior :  yea  and  great  griefe 
to  the  parents  to  see  their  children  obstinate  and  wilful!  in  care- 
lesse  loue.  And  albeit  the  poet  Propertius  describeth  the  vehe- 
ment Jouc  of  those  that  be  noble,  and  haue  wherewith  in  loue  to  be 
liberall,  in  these  verses  : 

Great  is  the  fa  if  th  of  loue, 

the  constant  mi/ntle  doth  mutch  auai/lef 

And  hee  that  is  well  fraught  rcith  wealth, 
in  loue  doth  mutch  preuai/le. 
Yet  the  tender  damosell  or  louing  childe,  be  they  neuer  so  noble 
or  rich,  ought  to  attend  the  father's  tyme  and  choyse,  and  natu- 
rally encline  to  parent's  will  and  likinge,  otherwise  great  harme  and 
detriment  ensue:  for  when  the  parentes  see  the  disobedience  or 
rather  rebellious  minde  uf  theyr  childe,  their  conceiued  sorrow 
for  the  same,  so  gnaweth  the  rooted  plante  of  naturall  loue,  as 
either  it  hastneth  their  vntimely  death,  or  else  ingendreih  a  heape 
of  melancholic  humors:  whych  force  them  to  proclaime  defiance 
and  bytter  ciirsse  against  their  propre  fruit,  vpon  whom  (if  by  due 
regard  they  had  bene  ruled)  they  woyld  haue  pronounced  the 
sweete  blessyng  that  Isaac  gaue  to  lacob,  the  mother's  best  be- 
loued  boye :  yea  and  that  displeasure  may  chaunce  to  dispossesse 
them  of  thai,  whych  should  haue  bene  the  onely  comfort  and  stay 
of  the  future  age.  So  that  neglygence  of  parent's  best,  and  ca^e- 
lesse  heede  of  youthfull  head,  brcedeth  double  woe,  but  specially 
in  tlie  not  aduised  chylde:  who  tumbleth  himselfe  first  into  the 
breach  of  diuine  lawes,  to  ihecursses  of  the  same,  to  parent's  wrath, 
to  orphan's  state,  to  begger's  lyfe,  and  into  a  sea  of  manifold  mise- 
ries. In  whom  had  obedyence  ruled,  and  reason  taken  place,  the 
iiearte  myght  haue  bene  satisfied,  the  parent  wel  pleased:  the  life 
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ioyfuJIy  spent,  and  the  posteritie  successiuelj  last  the  fruits  that ' 
elders  haue  prepared,  \^'hat  care  and  sorrow,  nay  what  extrc- 
metie  the  foresaydc  noble  gentlewoman  susteined,  for  not  yeld- 
ing  to  hir  father's  ininde,  the  sequelc  shall  at  large  declare. 
There  was  sometimes  in  Corinth,  a  cittj  of  Grecia,  a  kinge^ 
which  had  a  daughter  called  Enphimia,  very  tenderly  beloued  of  ^ 
hir  father,  and  being  arriued  to  the  age  of  mariage,  many  noble 
men  of  Grecia  made  sute  to  haue  hir  to  wife.  But  amongs  a],  | 
Philon  the  yong  king  of  Peloponesus,  so  fiercely  fell  in  loue  wylh 
hir,  as  he  thought  he  could  no  longer  Hue,  if  he  were  niaried  to  anye 
other:  for  which  cause  her  father  knowing  him  to  be  a  king,  and 
of  singular  beaut^'e,  and  that  he  was  far  in  loue  wyth  his  daughter, 
would  gladly  haue  chosen  him  to  be  his  sonnc  in  lawe,  persuading 
hir  that  she  should  liue  wyth  him  a  lyfe  so  happy  as  was  possyble 
for  any  noble  lady  matched  wyth  a  gentleman,  were  he  neuer  so 
honorable.  But  the  dauglucr  by  no  meanes  would  consent  vnto 
hir  father's  wyll,  alleaging  vuto  him  diuers  and  sundry  considera- 
cions  whcrby  hir  nature  by  no  meanes  would  agree,  nor  heart  con- 
sentc  to  ioyne  wyth  Philon.  The  king  abone  all  worldly  thynges 
loued  his  fayre  daughter:  and  albeit  bee  would  fay  ne  haue  broughte 
to  passe,  that  she  should  haue  taken  him  to  husband,  yet  he  would 
not  vse  the  father's  authoritie,  bui  desired  that  loue  rather  than 
force  should  mach  his  daughter,  and  therfore  for  thai  tyme  was 
contented  to  agree  vnto  hir  w^-ll.  There  was  in  the  court  a  young 
man  borne  of  hir  father's  bondman,  whych  hyght  Acharisto,  and 
was  manumised  by  the  kinge,  who  made  him  one  of  the  esquiers 
for  hys  body,  and  vsed  his  scruyce  in  sundrye  cntcrpryses  of  tlie 
warres,  and  bicause  hee  was  in  those  affayres  very  skilfull,  of  bolde 
personage,  in  conflicts  and  battayles  very  hardy,  the  king  did  very  , 
much  fauor  him,  aswell  for  that  he  had  defended  him  from  mani- 
fold daungers,  as  also  bycause  he  had  deliuered  him  from  the  trea- 
son pretended  against  him  by  the  kyng  of  the  Lacedemonians: 
whose  heipe  and  valyance,  the  king  vsed  for  the  murder  and  des- 
truction of  the  sayde  Lacedemonian  king.  For  whych  valiant 
enterpryse,  he  bountifully  recompcnced  him  wylh  honorable  pre- 
fermentcs  and  stately  reuenues.  V'pon  this  yong  man,  Euphimia 
lixed  hir  amorous  eyes,  and  fell  so  farre  in  lone,  as  vpon  him  alone 
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she  beat  hir  tboughies,  and  all  hir  louing  cogitations.  Whereof 
Acharisto  being  certified,  aad  well  espying  and  mnrkvng  hir 
amorous  lookes,nouryshed  with  lyke  flames  the  fire,  wherewytb  she 
burned.  Notwythsiandyng  his  loue  was  not  so  feruently  bent 
vpon  hir  personage,  as  his  desire  was  ambicious  for  that  she  shoulde 
be  hir  father's  onely  heyre,  and  iherfore  thought  that  ho  should  be 
a  most  happy  man,  aboue  al  other  of  mortal!  kynde,  if  he  myght 
pusiicsse  that  inheritance.  The  king  perceiuing  that  loue,  told  his 
daughter,  that  she  had  placed  hir  minde  in  place  so  straunge, 
as  hee  had  thought  hir  wysdome  would  haue  more  warely  foreseen, 
and  better  waved  hir  estate  and  birtli,  as  com  of  a  princely  race, 
and  would  haoe  demcd  sutch  loue,  farre  vnworthy  hir  degree: 
requiringe  hir  wyth  fatherly  words,  to  withdraw  hir  settled  raynde 
and  to  ioyne  with  him  in  choyse  of  husbande,  for  that  he  had 
none  other  worldly  beire  but  hir,  and  tolde  hir  how  he  ment  to 
bestow  hir  vppon  sutch  a  personage,  as  a  most  happy  life  she 
should  leade,  90  long  as  the  destenies  wer  disposed  to  weaue  the 
webbe  of  hir  predestined  life  :  and  therefore  was  rcsolued  to  es- 
pouse hir  vnto  that  noble  gentleman  Philon.  Euphimia  hearkned 
to  this  vnliked  tale,  and  with  vnliked  words  refused  hir  father's 
best,  protesting  vnto  him  sutch  reasons  to  like  effect  as  shee  did 
before,  therby  to  draw  him  from  his  conceiued  purpose,  wherunto 
die  wise  king  hauing  made  replye,  continuing  his  intended  my nde, 
at  length  in  ragyng  wordes,  and  stormed  mind,  he  sayd  vnto  Eu- 
phimia :  "  How  mulch  the  sweter  is  the  wyne,  the  sharper  is  the 
egred  sawce  thereof.  I  speake  this  parable,  for  that  thou  not 
knowing  or  greatlye  regarding  the  gentle  disposition  of  thy  fa- 
tlier's  nature,  in  the  ende  mayst  so  abuse  the  same,  as  where 
hitherto  he  hath  bene  curteous  and  benigne,  he  may  become 
through  thy  disordred  deedes,  ryghte  sowre  and  sharpe:"  and 
without  vtterance  of  further  taike,  departed.  Who  resting  euill 
content  wyth  that  fonde  fyxed  loue,  thougbte  that  the  next  way 
to  remedy  the  same,  was  to  tell  Acharisto,  how  greuously  he  toke 
his  presumed  fault,  and  in  what  heinous  parte  he  conceiued  his 
ingratitude,  and  how  for  the  benefits  which  liberally  he  had 
bestowed  vpon  hiat,  he  had  broughte  and  enticed  hys  daughter 
to  loue  him,  that  was  farre  vnagrecablc  her  estate.    And  tlierfore 
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he  called  liym  before  hym,  and  wyth  reasons  firsle  declared  the 
duetye  of  a  faytlitull   seruauiit  to  hit  soueraigne  lord,  and  after- 
wards liee  sayd :  Tliat  if  the  receyucd    benefits  were   not  able  to 
lette  him  know  what  were  conuenicnt  and  seemeiy  for  hys  degree, 
but  would  perseuere  in  that  which  he  had  begon,  be  would  make 
him  feeie  the  iust  displeasure  of  a  displeased  prince,  whereby  hee 
shonlde  repent  the  tyme  that  euer  bee  was  borne  of  woman's 
wombc.     Tliese  woordcs  of  the  kyng  seemed  greeuous  to  Acha- 
risto,  and  not  to  moue  hym  to  further  anger  iiee  seemed  as  though 
that  (being  fearful!  of  the  kyng's  dyspleasure)  he  did  not  loue 
his  daughter  at  all,  but  sayd   vnto  him,  that  he  deserued  not  to 
bee  so  rebuked,  for  that  it  lay  not  in  his  power  to  wythstand   hir 
loue,  the  same  procedyng  of  hir  owne  good  wyll  and  lyberty :  and 
that  hee  for  his  part  neuerrequyred  loue:  ifshee  did  bend  hir  mynd 
to  loue  hym,  hee  could   not  remcdye  that  afiection,  for  that  the 
freewyll  of  sutch  vnbrydled  appetite  rested  not  in  hym  to  reforme. 
Notwytlistandyng,  bycause  he  vnderstoodc  hys  vnwyllyng  mind, 
he  from  that  tyme  forth  would  so  indeuor  hymselfe,  as  he  shoidde 
well  perceyue  that  the  vnstayde  mynde  of  the  young  gentlewoman 
Eupliimia,  was  not  incensed  by  hym,  but   voluntarily  conceyued 
of  hir  selfe.    "  You  shall  doe  well"  (sayde  the  kyng)  "  if  the 
effectc  procede  accordinge  to  the  promise :  and  the  more  accep- 
table shall  the  same  bee  vnto  race,  for  that  1  desyre  it  shoulde  so 
come  to  passe."    The  king  liked  wel  these  words  although  that 
Acharisto  had  conceiued  within  the  plat  of  his  enteuded  mind, 
som  other  treason.     For  albeit  that  he  affirmed  before  the  kyng's 
owne  face,  that  hee  would  not  loue  his  daughter,  yet  knowing  the 
assured  wil  of  the  louyng  gentlewoman,  hee  practised  the  ma- 
nage, and  like  an  vnkind  and  wretched  man,  deuised  conuenieni 
tyme  to  kil  him :  and  fully  bent  to  execute  that  cruel  enterpryse, 
he  attempted  to  corrupt  the  chiefest  men  about  him,  promising 
promocions  vnto  some,  to  some  he  assured  restitucion  of  reuenews, 
which  by  father's  fault  they  had  lost  beefore,  and  to  other  golden 
billes,  so   that  hee  mighte   attayne  by  slaughter  of  the  king,  to 
Wynne  a  kingly  state  and  kiugdome:  which  the  sooner  he  per- 
suaded himself  to  acquire,  if  in  secrete  silence,  they  coulde  put 
vp  that  which  by  geucrall  voice  they  had  agreSd.    And  although 


ErPHIMIA    OP    CORINTH. 


167 


they  thought  themsclues  in  good  assurance,  that  theyr  enterpryse 
could  take  no  ill  successe,  by  reason  of  tlieir  sounde  and  good  dis- 
course debated  amonges  themselues  for  the  accompiishemeiit 
thereof,  yet  it  fortuned  that  one  of  the  conspiracy  (as  corainonlye 
in  sutchlykelrayterousattemptcs  itchaunceth)  beeynge  wyth  hys 
beloued  ladye,  and  shee  makyng  mone  that  little  commodytye 
succeeded  of  hir  loue  for  hir  aduauncement,  brake  out  into  these 
wordes:  "  Holde  thy  peace"  (sayde  hee:)  "  for  the  tyme  wyll  not 
bee  longe,  before  thou  shall  bee  one  of  the  chicfest  ladies  of  this 
land."  "  Huwe  can  that  bee  r"  (sayde  hys  woman.)  "  No  more 
adoef"  (qirod  the  gentleman:)  "  Cease  from  further  questions, 
and  bee  merrye:  for  wee  shall  enioye  together,  a  verye  honourable 
and  a  quyete  lyfe."  When  hir  louer  was  departed,  the  genile- 
vroman  went  to  an  other  of  hir  gossips  verj*  iocunde,  and  tolde 
hir  what  hir  louer  had  sayd :  and  shee  then  not  able  to  keepe  coun- 
sell,  wente  and  tolde  an  other:  in  sutch  wyse  as  in  the  ende  it 
came  to  the  eares  of  the  king's  steward's  wyfe,  imd  she  imparted 
the  same  ^-nto  hir  husband,  who  marking  those  words,  like  a  man 
of  great  wisedome  and  experience,  did  verily  beleue  that  the  same 
touched  the  daunger  of  the  king's  person  :  and  as  a  fay  thfull  seruant 
to  bis  lorde  and  maisler,  diligently  harkned  to  the  mutteringe 
talke  murmured  in  the  court,  by  him  which  had  tolde  the  same  to 
his  beloued  lady  :  and  knowinge  that  it  proceeded  from  Acharisto, 
which  was  an  obstinate  and  sedicious  varlet,  and  that  he  with 
three  or  four  other  his  familiars,  kept  secret  company  in  corners, 
iuged  that  which  he  6rst  coniectured,  to  be  most  ccrtayne  and 
true:  wherefore  determined  to  moue  the  king  thereof,  and  vpon  a 
day  finding  him  alone,  he  saVd  vnto  him,  that  the  fidelity  and 
good  will  wherewith  he  serued  him,  and  the  desire  which  he  had 
to  see  hym  lyue  in  longe  and  prosperous  estate,  made  hym  to 
attend  to  thesalfegard  of  hys  p<;rson,  and  to  hearken  vnto  sutch  as 
should  attempt  to  daunger  the  same:  for  which  cause,  marking 
and  espying  the  doingsof  ccrtayne  of  his  chamber  (whose  common 
assemblies  and  priuy  whisperings  mislyking)  he  feared  least  they 
conspiring  with  Acharisto,  shoulde  worcke  treason,  for  berieuinge 
of  bis  life:  aiid  to  th'  intent  their  endeuours  might  be  preuenled, 
and  his  safety  forcseene,  he  thought  good  to  reueale  the  same  to 
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hys  maiesty.     Then  he  toldc  the  king  the  words  that  were  spoken 
by  the  first  gentlewoman,  to  one  or  two  of  hir  companions,  and 
disclose<i  the  presumptions  which  he  had  scene  and  percej'u 
touch ingc  the  same.     Amongs  the  ill  conditions  of  men,  there 
nothinge  more  common  than  poyson,  conspiracies,  and  treason 
prynccs  and  great  lordes  :  and  therefore  coery  little  suspicion  pi 
Burning  sutch  peril],  is  a  great  demonstration  of  iyke  ra\'schie 
which  made  the  kyng  to  geue  credit  to  the  woords  of  hysstewa 
hauing  for  hys  long  experience  knowen  him  to  be  faylhfull,  an 
trusty.     And  sodaynjy  he  thought  that  Acharisto  attempted  the 
same,  that  after  hys  death,  by  mariuge  of  Euphimia,  he  might  be 
the  inheritour  of  liys   kyngdomc:  the  beliefe  whereof,  and  tl 
singuliu'  credite  which  he  reposed  in  hys  steward,  besides  otb 
thinges,  caused  hym  to  commaund  the  captayne  of  his  guard 
apprciiend  those  iv.  of  whom  hys  steward  told  hym, and  Acharis 
committinge  them  to  seuerall  prisons.   Tiienhe  sent  hys  officers 
examyne  them,  and  found  vpon  their  confessions,  the  accusation 
of  his   steward    to    be  true  :  but  Acharisto,  although  the  whol 
effecte  of  the   treason  was   confessed  by  those  fourc  conspirat 
that  were  apprehended,  and  aduouched  to  his  face,  and  for  all 
tormentes  wherewith  he  was  racked  and  cruciated,  yet  still  deni 
that  eyther  he  was  authour  of  the  enterprise,  or  partaker  of  a  trea 
so  wicked :  then  the  king  incontinently  caused  the  foure  gentlem 
of  hys  chamber  to  be  rewarded  accordinge  to  the  worthinesse  of 
their  offence,  and  were  put  to  death,  and  Acharisto  to  be  repryu 
in  sharpe  and    cruell  prison,  vntill  wyih  torments  he  should 
forced  to  confesse  that  which  he  knew  to  be  most  certayne  and 
true,  by  the  euidence  of  those  that  were  done  to  death.    Euphimia 
for  the  imprisonment  of  Acharisto,  conceiued   incredible  sorrow,     , 
and  vneths  could  be  persuaded,  that  hee  would  imagine,  mut<^ri 
lesse  conspyre  that  abhominable  fact,  aswell  for  the  loue  whic^^ 
Acharisto  seemed  to    beare  vnio  hir,  as  for  the  great  good  wvl 
wherewith  he  waa  assured  that  she  bare  vnto  hym,  and  therefore 
the  death  of  the  kyng  to  be  no  lesse  griefc  vnto  him,  than  the 
same  woulde  be  to  hir  selfe,  the  kyng  being  hirnaturall  and  louing 
father:  Acharisto  thought  on  the  other  side,  that  if  hee  might 
speake  with  Euphimia,  a  way  would  be  founde  eyther  for  hy« 
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escape,  or  else  for  hys  del3uery.  Whereupon  Acharisto  beinge 
in  this  deliberation,  found  meaues  to  talke  wyth  the  iaylor's  wyfe, 
and  intreated  hir  to  shewc  hym  so  uiutch  fauour,  as  to  procure 
Euphiinia  to  come  vnto  him :  she  accordingly  brought  to  passe, 
that  the  yong  gentlewoman  in  secrete  wise  came  to  speake  wyth 
tbys  irayterous  varlet,  who  so  soone  as  he  sawe  hir,  shedinge  from 
hys  eyes  store  of  teares,  pitifully  complayninge,  sayd  vnto  hir: 
"  I  know  Euphimia,  that  the  kinge  your  father  doth  not  inclose 
me  in  this  cruell  prison,  ne  yet  afflicteth  me  wyth  these  miserable 
torments,  for  any  suspicion  he  conceyueth  of  me  for  any  intended 
fiact,  but  only  for  the  loue  which  I  beare  you,  and  for  the  like, 
(for  whych  I  render  humble  thanks)  that  you  do  beare  to  me:  and 
because  that  1  aiu  wery  of  this  wretched  state,  and  know  that 
nothing  else  can  rid  me  from  this  paynefuU  lyfe,  but  onely  death, 
I  am  determined  wyth  myne  owne  propre  hands  to  cut  the  threed 
of  life  wherewith  the  destinies  hitlicrto  haue  prolonged  the  same, 
that  thys  my  breathinge  ghoast,  which  breatheth  forth  those  doleful 
playntes,  may  flee  into  the  skyes,  to  rest  it  selfe  amonges  the  rest- 
full  spirites  aboue,  or  wandre  into  the  plcasaunte  hellish  fieldes, 
amongs  the  shadows  of  Creusa,  Aeneas  wyfe,  or  else  wyth  the 
ghost  of  compiayning  Dido.  But  ere  I  did  the  same,  I  made 
myne  humble  prayer  to  the  maiesty  diuine,  that  bee  woulde 
vouchsafe  to  shew  me  so  much  grace,  as  before  I  dye,  I  myght  ful- 
fil my  couetous  eyes  with  sight  of  you,  whose  ymage  still  appea- 
reth  before  those  greedy  gates,  and  fansie  representeth  vnto  my 
myndfull  heart.  Which  great  desired  thing,  sith  God  aboue  hath 
graunied,  I  yeld  him  iufinit  thankes,  and  sith  ray  desteny  is  sutcb, 
that  sutch  must  be  the  end  of  loue,  I  doe  reioyce  that  I  mustedye 
for  your  sake,  which  only  is  the  cause  that  the  king  your  father  so 
laboureth  for  my  death:  I  neede  not  to  molest  you  wyth  the  false 
euidcnce  giucn  against  me,  by  those  malicious  villaines,  that  be 
already  dead,  which  onely  hath  thus  incensed  the  kynge's  wrathe 
and  heauy  rage  agaynst  mce:  whereof  I  am  so  free,  as  worthilye 
they  bee  executed  for  the  same:  for  if  it  were  so,  then  true  it  is, 
(and  as  lyghtly  you  m^'ght  beleue)  that  1  neuer  knew  what  loue 
you  beare  mee,  and  you  lykewyse  did  neuer  knowe,  the  loue  I 
bare  loyow  :  and  therefore  you  may  thinkethat  so  impossible  is  the 
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one,  as  I  dyd  euer  meane,  thinke,  or  ymagioe  any  harme  or  peryll 
to  your  Tatber's  person.     To  be  short,  I  humbly  do  besech  you  to  | 
beleue,  that  so  f'aythfully  as  man  is  able  to  loue  a  woman,  so  haue  1 1 
loued  you  :  and  that  it  may  please  you  to  bee  so  myndfull  of  rae 
in  thysfadyng  lyfe,  as  I  shal  be  of  you  in  that  life  to  come."    And 
in  sayinge  so,  wytli  face  all  bathed  in  teares,  he  clypped  hir  about  | 
the  myddle,  and  fast  imbracing  liir  said  :  "  Thus  takingc  my  last; 
farewell   of  you  (myne  onely  life  and  ioy)  I  commende  you  to 
the  gouernement  of  the  supernall  God,  and  my  selfe  to  death,  to 
be  dy.sposed  as  pleaseth   him."     Euphimia,  which  before  was  not' 
persuaded  that  Acharisto  was  guylty  of  that  deuised  treason,  nowc 
gaue  full  belyefe  and  crcdite  to  his  wordes,  and  weeping  wyth  him 
for  company,  comforted  him  so  wel  as  she  could,  and  bidding  hitaj 
to  bee  of  good  chere,  she  sayde,  that  she  would  seeke  such  meanes  j 
as  for  hir  sake  and  loue  he  should  not  dye:  and  that  before  longel 
time  did  passe,  shee  would  help  him  out  of  prison.     Acharisto  al- 
though he  vttered  by  ruful  voice  that  lamentable  taike,  for  remedy  | 
to  ridde  himselfe  from  prj'son,  yet  he  did  but  fayne  all  that  be| 
spake,  addyng  further:  "  Alas,  Euphimia,  doe  not  incurre   yourj 
father's  wrath  to  please  my  minde :    suffer  me  quietly  to  take  that! 
death,   which  sinister   fortune   and  cruell  fate   hath  prouided  tol 
abridge    my  dayes."     Euphimia,   vanquished   wyth   inspeakable 
griefe  and  burning  passion  of  loue,   said:  "  Ah,  Acharisto,  the] 
onely  ioy  and  comfort  of  my  lyfe,  doe  not  pierce  my  heart  with 
such  displeasant  wordes :  for  what  should  i  do  in  this  wretched 
world,  yf  you  for  my  sake  should  suffie  death  r  Wlierfore  put  away 
that  cruel  thought,  and   be  content  to  saue  your  lyfe,  that  here- 
after in  ioye  and  inyrlh  you  may  spend  the  same  :  trusting  that  yf 
meanes  may  be  founde  for  your  dispatche  from  hence,  we  shal 
liue  the  reste  of  our  prolonged  lyfe  together,  in  sweete  and  happy 
dayes:    for  my  father  is  not  made  of  stone   flint,  nor  yet  was 
nourced  of  Hircan  tigre:  he  is  not  so  malicious  but  that  in  tyme 
to  come  hee  may  be  made  to  know  the  true  discourse  of  thine  in- 
nocent life,  and  hope  thou  shalt  atteync  his  fauour  more  than  euer 
thou  didst  before,  the  care  whereof  onely  leaue  to  me,  and  take  no 
thought  thy  selfe:  for  I   make  promise  vpon  myne  assured  faith 
to  brynge  the  same  to  passe :  wherefore  giue  ouer  thy  conceyued 
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gT}'efe,and  bende  thyselfe  to  lyueso  inerie  a  life,  as  euer  gentleman 
did,  trained  vp  in  court  as  tJiou  hast  b«ne."  "  I  am  content,"  said 
Acharisto,  "  thus  to  doe.  The  gods  forbid  that  I  shoulde  declyne 
my  hearte  and  mynde  from  thy  behest,  who  of  thy  wonted  grace 
doest  seeke  continuance  of  my  life,  but  rather,  sweete  Euphimia, 
than  thoushouldest  suffre  any  daunger  to  performe  thy  promise,  I 
make  request  (for  tlie  common  loue  bctwene  vs  both)  to  leane  me  in 
this  present  dangerous  state:  rather  would  I  lose  my  lyfe  than  thou 
shouldest  hazard  the  least  hcare  of  thy  heade  for  my  relcefe." 
"Wee  shall  be  both  salfe  ynough,  (aunswered  Euphimia)  for  my 
deuice  proceedinge  from  a  woman's  heade,  hath  already  drawen  the 
plotof  thy  deliueraunce."  And  with  those  wordes  they  both  did  end 
their  talke,  whose  trickling  teares  did  rather  finishe  the  same,  than 
willing  mynds:  and  eyther  of  them  geeuing  a  kysse  vnto  the  tower 
walle,  wherein  Acharisto  was  fast  shutte,  Euphimia  departed, 
turmoyled  wyth  a  thousande  amorous  pryckes,  and  ceased  not 
but  firste  of  all  to  corrupt  and  winne  the  iayler's  wyfe,  whose 
husband  was  sent  forth  on  businesse  of  the  king's:  the  con- 
clusion of  which  practise  was,  that  when  shee  caried  meate  to 
Acharisto,  according  to  the  order  appoynted,  she  should  fayne  hir- 
selfe  to  be  violently  dispoylcd  of  the  pryson  key  by  Acharisto,  who 
taking  the  same  from  hir,  should  shut  hir  in  the  prison  and  escape, 
and  when  hir  husband  did  returne,  shee  should  make  complayntof 
the  violence  done  vnto  hir:  accordinge  to  which  deuise,  the 
practyse  was  accomplished :  And  when  hir  husbande  returned 
home,  hearing  his  wyfe  crie  out  within  the  tower,  was  maruayl- 
lously  amazed,  and  vnderstandinge  that  Acharisto  was  fled,  (igno- 
rannt  of  the  pollicy  betwene  his  wyfe  and  Euphimia,)  hee  fell  into 
great  rage,  and  speedel)'  repayrcd  to  the  kynge,  iind  tolde  him 
what  had  chaunced.  The  kinge  thinking  that  the  breach  of  prison 
was  rather  through  the  woman's  simplicity  than  purposed  malice, 
did  mitigate  his  displeasure, huwbiii  torthwith  lie  sent  out  scouts  to 
spy,  and  watch  into  what  place  Acharisto  was  gone,  whose  secret 
flight,  made  all  their  trauaylc  to  be  in  vayne.  Then  the  kinge 
when  hee  saw  that  he  could  not  bee  found,  made  proclamation 
throughout  his  realme,  that  who  so  would  bringc  vnto  him  the 
head  of  Acharisto,  should  haue  to  wyfe  hys  onely  daughter,  and 
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after  bys  decease  shoulde  possesse  his  kiiigdome  for  dowry  of  that 
mariage.  Many  knightes  did  |iUt  themselaes  in  redinesse  to  at- 
chieae  that  enterprise,  and  aboue  al,  Philon  was  thechiefe,  not  for 
gredinesse  of  tlie  kingdoine,  but  for  loue  which  hco  bare  vnto  the 
gentlewoman.  Whereof  Acharlsto  hauinge  intelligence,  and  per- 
ceyuinge  that  in  no  place  of  Europa  hee  could  bee  safe  and  sure 
from  daunger,  for  the  multitude  of  them  which  pursued  him  vnto 
death,  caused  Eiiphimia  to  vnderstand  the  miserable  estate  wiicrein 
hee  was.  Euphimia  which  benlhir  minde,antl  employed  hir  study 
for  his  safcgarde,  imparted  hir  loue  which  slice  bare  to  Acharisto, 
to  an  aged  gentlewoman,  which  was  hir  nurse  and  goucrnesse,  and 
besought  hir  that  she  would  intreat  hir  sonne  called  Sinapus,  (one 
very  wel  beloucd  of  the  king)  to  reach  his  help  vnto  hir  desire, 
that  Acharisto  might  retoume  to  the  court  agayn.  The  nourse 
like  a  wyse  woman  leflc  no  persuasion  vnspoken,  nor  counsel! 
vnremembred,  which  she  thought  was  able  to  dissuade  the  yong 
gentlewoman  from  hir  conceiued  loue:  but  the  wound  was  so 
deepely  made,  and  hir  hearteso  greuously  wounded  with  the  three 
forked  arrows  of  llie  little  blinde  archer  Cupide,  that  despising  all 
the  reasons  of  hir  beloued  nurse,  shee  sayde,  how  shee  was  firmely 
bent  eyther  to  runne  from  hir  father,  and  toseke  out  Acharisto,  to 
sustaine  wyth  him  one  equall  fortune,  or  else  with  hir  owne  hands 
to  procure  death,  if  some  remedy  were  not  found  to  recouer  the 
king's  good  grace  for  the  returne  of  Acharisto.  The  nurse  van- 
quished with  pity  of  the  yong  mayden,  fearinge  both  the  one  and 
the  other  daunger  that  myght  ensue,  sent  for  Sinapus,  and  vppoa 
their  talke  together,  Euphimia  and  hee  concluded,  that  Acharisto 
should  bee  brought  agayne  vnto  the  courte,  and  that  she  hir  selfe 
should  present  him  to  the  king  :  wherein  should  want  no  kinde 
of  diligence  vntill  the  kyng  did  entirtayne  him  agayne  for  his 
faythfuU  scruaunt,  as  he  was  wont  to  do.  Vpon  which  resolution, 
Acharisto  was  sent  for,  and  being  come,  Sinapus  and  Euphimia 
together  with  the  nurse  tolde  hym  in  what  sort  they  three  had  con- 
cluded touchinge  his  health  and  safegarde:  which  of  him  being 
well  lyked,  did  giue  them  humble  thankes:  and  then  Sinapus 
went  vnto  the  kyng,  and  told  him,  that  there  was  one  newely 
arriued  at  Corinth,  to  make  a  present  vnto  bis  grace  of  the  head  of 
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Acharisto.     At  which  newes  the  kynge  shewed  hymselfe  so  ioy- 
t'ull,  as  if  hee  had  gotten  an  other  kingdome:  and  bcinge  placed 
mder  his  cloath  of  state,  with  his  counsel!  and  princely  trayne 
about  hym,  tellinge  tbem  the  cause  of  that  assembly,  commaunded 
hym  that  brought  tliose  news,  to  bring  the    party  forth  newely 
come  vnto  the  city  to  present  the  head  of  Acharisto  before  the 
presence  of  the  king,  who  no  sooner  looked  vpon  him,  but  fell  into 
suich  a  rage,  as  the  fire  seemed  to  flame  out  of  his  angry  eyes, 
and   commaunded  him  presently  to  be  taken  and  put  to  death. 
But  Achiu-isto  falhng  downe  vpon  hys  knees,  humbly  besought  hia 
maiesty  to  geeue  him  leaue  to  speake:  but  the  kinge  not  suffering 
bim  to  vtter  one  word  commaunded  hym  away.    Then  the  couo- 
sellours  and  other  lords  of  the  court,  intreated  his  grace  to  heore 
him:  at  whose  requestes  and  supplications  he  seemed  to  be  con- 
tent.    Then  Acharisto  began  to  say:  "  Most  sacred  pry  nee,  and 
redoubted  souerayne  lord,  the  cause  of  this  my  presumptuous  re- 
paire  before  your  maiesty,  is  not  to  shew  my  selfe  guilty  of  thy 
late  deuised  conspiracy,  ne  yet  to  craue  pardon  for  the  same,  but 
to  satisfie  your  maiesty,  wyth  that  contented  desire,  whych  by  pro- 
clamation ye  baue  pronounced  through  your  highnesse  realmes 
and  dominions:  which  is,  to  offer  this  heade  for  reuenge  of  the 
fauJte  vniuslly   layed  vnto  my  charge  by   those    foure,   wliich 
worthily  haue  tasted  thedeserued  payneof  theyr  offense.    V\  ber- 
fore  I  am  come  hither  of  myne  owne  accord,  to  shew  the  loue  and 
greate  desyre,  whych  euer  I  had  to  serue  and  please  your  maiesty : 
and  for  that  I  would  not  consume  ray  life  in  your  displeasure,  I 
make  offer  of  the  same  to  your  mercifull  wyll  and  dysposition, 
chosyuge  rather  to  die,  and  leaue  your  maiesty  satisfied  and  con- 
teoted,  than  to  lyue  in  happy  state,  your  princely  minde  displeased : 
but  dcsyrous  that  your  maiesty  should  know  myne  innocence,  I 
humbly e  besech  your  grace  to  heare  what  I  can  say,  that  my 
fidelity  maye  bee  throughly  vnderstaiidcd,  and  the  wickednesse  of 
the  varlets,  mine  accusers  wel  wayed  and  considered."    Then  he 
began  to  rehearse  all  the  things  done  by  hjmfor  the  seruyce  of  hia 
crowne  and  maiestye,  and  finally  into  what  daunger  he  did  put 
himself,  when  hee  kylled  the  Lacedemoniun  king,  that  went  about 
Lj  treason  to  miuder  him:  whych  enterpryse  might  appeare  vnto 
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him  to  bee  a  sure  and  euident  testimony,  that  liee  raent  nothinge 
hurtful!  or  preiudiciall  to  h\n  liighnesse :  and  that  l)ee  esteemed 
not  his  life,  when  hee  aduentured  for  his  seruice  and  sauegard  to 
employ  the  same:  and  after  these  alleaged  causes,  he  added  briefl}', 
that  the  loue  which  his  maiesty  knew  to  be  betweene  him  and 
Euphimia  his  daughter,  ought  to  haue  persuaded  him,  that  he  liad 
rather  haue  suffered  death  himselfe,  than  commit  a  thing  displea- 
sant  to  Euphimia.     And   knowing  that  a  more  offensive  thynge 
coulde  not  chaunce  to  hir,  than  the  violent  death  of  her  father,  hee 
myghte  well  thyncke  that  hee  woulde  haue  deuysed  the  death  of  « 
thousande  other,  rather  than  that  horible  and  abiiomiuablcdeede, 
sutch  as  bys  greatest  enuemy  woulde  neuer  haue  done,  Aiutch  lesse 
hee  whych  was  bounde  vnto  hym  by  so  many  receyued  benefittes, 
for  whose  seruice  and  preseruacion  he  had  dedicated  and  vowed  hy> 
iyfeand  soule:  but  if  so  be  his  maiestie's  rancor  and  displeasure 
could  not  be  mitigated,  but  by  doinge  him  to  death,  hee  desired 
that  none  of  his  alleaged  retisons  should  bee  accepted,  and  there* 
fore  was  there  ready  to  sacri&cehis  life  at  his  maiestie's  disposition 
and  pleasure.    Acharisto  by  nature  could  tel   his  tale  excedingly 
well,  and  the  more  his  tongue  stode  him  in  seruice,  the  greater 
appeared  his  eloquence:  whych  so  pierced  the  minde  of  the  king 
and  persuaded  the  counsellers,  and  other  of  the  court,  as  he  was 
demed  giltlesse  of  the  treason :  and  the  matter  was  so  debated,  and 
the  king  intrented  to  graunt  him  pardon,  as  hee  was  accompted 
most  worthy  of  his  fauour.     Then  the  kyng,  by  the  aduise  of  bys 
counsell,  was  perswaded,  that  by  force  of  bys  proclamation,  hys 
daughter  should  be  giuen  to  Acharisto  in  mariage,  and  his  kinge- 
dome  for  a  dowrie,  bicause  hee  had  offered  hisowne  hcade,  accord- 
yng  to  the  effecte  of  the  same.     So  the  kinge  repen tinge  him- 
selfe that  he  had  offended  Acharisto,  in  the  end  agreed  to  the 
aduise  of  his  counsell,  and  gauchim  hrs  daughter  tu  wife:  whereof 
Euphimia  was  so  ioy  fui,  as  they  bee  that  alteyne  the  summe  of  their 
heart's  desire.    The  father  liued  one  whole  yeare  after  this  mariage, 
and  Euphimia  so  pleasant  a  life  for  a  certaine  time,  as  was  possible 
for  any  gentlewoman.     Hir  father  was  no  sooner  dead,  but  the 
vnkinde  man,  nay  rather  brute  beaste,  had  forgotten  all  the  benefits 
receyued  of  his  kinde  and  luuing  wife:  and  hauing  by  hir  onelye 
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meaoes  gotle  a  kingdome,  began  to  hate  hir  so  straungely,  as  he 
could  not  abide  hir  sight,  (sutch  is  the  property  of  cancred  obliuion, 
which  after  it  crepeth  into  ambicious  heads,  neuer  hath  minde  of 
passed  amity,  ne  regcrdeth  former  benefite,  but  like  a  monster  and 
deadly  ennimy  to  bumaine  nature,  ouerwhelmeth  in  his  bottomlesse 
gulfe  allpietie  and  kindnesse)  and  determined  in  the  ende  for 
recompence  of  sutch  great  good  turnes,  to  despoyle  hir  of  hir  iyfe. 
Howe  thinke  you,  fayre  ladies,  was  not  this  a  fayre  rewarde  for  the 
loue,  the  trauaiies  and  sorrowes  susteined  for  this  ingrate  and 
villanous  man,  by  that  royal  lady,  to  saue  his  life,  and  to  take  him 
to  husband  f  Here  is  manifest  {probatum)  that  in  a  vile  and  seruyle 
minde,  no  venue,  noduety,  noreceiued  benefitescan  be  harboured. 
Here  is  a  lesson  for  yong  gentlewomen  to  beware  howe  they  con- 
temne  and  despise  the  graue  aduise  of  theyr  auncient  fathers. 
Here  they  may  see  the  damage  and  hurt  that  vnaduised  youth 
incurreth,  when  neglectyng  thcyr  parents  holsome  admonitions, 
they  gyne  themselues  to  the  loue  of  sutch  as  be  vnwortby  theyr 
estate  and  callyng.  For  what  should  ayle  the  gentle  pucell  borne 
of  gentle  bloud  but  to  match  her  selfe  in  like  affinity,  and  not  to 
care  for  curryshe  kind,  or  race  of  churle.  Bee  there  no  gentlemen 
to  be  found  of  personage  and  beauty  worthy  to  ioyne  in  loue  wyih 
them?  Bee  they  so  precious  in  nature  or  tender  in  education  as 
theyr  lyke  can  not  be  vouchsafed  to  couple  in  manage  yoke  ? 
Compare  the  glysteringe  gold  to  drossie  durte,  and  sutch  is  the 
difference  betwecne  gentle  and  vngentle.  But  perhaps  bringyng 
vp  may  alter  nature,  and  custome  transforme  defect  of  birth :  aa 
Licurgua  the  lawemaker  dyd  trye  betwene  the  currish  whelpe  and 
the  spanyell  kinde,  both  by  trayning  vp  rutiuing  to  their  con- 
traries, the  spanyel  not  vsed  to  hunt  eigre  vpon  thepotage  dishe, 
the  other  nouseled  in  that  pastime  pursuing  his  game.  But  that 
metamorphosis  is  seldome  scene  amongs  humane  sort,  and  ther- 
fore  I  aduise  the  gentle  kind,  to  matche  themselues  in  equall  lotte, 
Bod  not  to  trust  Sir  Custome's  curtesie  in  choyse  of  fecre.  Returne 
we  then  to  vnkind  Acharisto,  who  now  in  full  possession  of  hia 
desired  praie,  reuerlinge  to  his  puddle  of  carlishe  will  and  cancred 
nature,  after  many  thousand  wronges  don  to  his  most  noble  and 
gentle  quene,  accused  hir  to  be  an  adulteresse,  and  as  one  indeede, 
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(although  most  innocent)  slic  was  condemned  to  the  mercilesae 
fire.     Philon,  kyng  of  Peloponesus,  which  (as  we  haue  sayd  be- 
fore) loued  Euphimia  as  be  did  the  balles  of  his  owne  eyes,  vnder- 
standing  the  crueltye  that  this  wicked  man  vsed  towards  hir,  to 
whom  both  his  Jyfe  and  kyngdome  did  belonge,   moued   wyth 
nobility  of  mynd,  determined  to  declare  to  Euphimia  the  inward 
feruent  loue  wliich  he  bare  hir,  and  to  chastise  Acharisto  for  his 
ingratitude  with   due  correction.       Wherfore    depely  debating 
wyth  himselfe  of  this  jiduenture,  thus  bee  sayde:  "  Now  is  th« 
time  Euphimia,  that  I'hilon  shewe  what  faythfui  loue  he  hat 
euer  borne  vnto  thee,  and  that  he  delyuer  thee  both  from  the  preset 
daunger  wherein  thou  art,  and  from  the  hands  of  that  vnkynde ' 
wretche,  that  is  farre  vnworthy  of  sntch  a  wife:  for  if  thou  had- 
dest  agreed  to  thy  father's  wyll,  and  yelded  to  the  pursute  of  hin^H 
that  loued  thee  beste,  thou  haddest  no  neede  of  rescue  nowe,  neyet 
bene  in  perill  of  the  wastfull  flames  of  fire,  which  be  ready  to  con- 
sume thy  flesh  and  tender  corps,  full  tenderl}'  sometimes  beloued 
of  thy  deare  father,  and  of  thy  louyng  frend  Philon."     When  he 
had  spoken  those  wordes,  hec  earnestly  disposed  him  self  vpoa 
that  enterpryse.     There  was  in  those  daies  a  custome  in  Corintb, 
that  they  which  were  condemned  to  death,  were  caried  iii.  miles 
forth  of  the  city,  and  there  the  sentence  pronounced  against  tliem, 
were  put  to  execution.     Philon  hauyng  intelligence  hereof,  did 
put  in  rcadinesse  a  good  troupe  of  horsemen,  and  being  secretly ^H 
hnbarked,  arriued  at  Corinth,  and  closely   the  nyght  before  Eu-^l 
phimia  should  be  brought  to  the  fire,  harde  by  the  place  where  the 
miserable  lady  should  be  burnt,  into  a  woode  he  conueyed  his 
people :  and  so  soone  as  the  sergeants  and  ofHcers  were  approched 
neere  the  place  wyth  the  lady,  he  issued  forth,  and  did  set  vpon  the 
throng,  not  sufferyng  one  of  them  to  rcmayne  aliue,  to  carye 
newcs.     When  he  had   delyucred  Euphimia  from   that  present 
daunger  of  hir  lyfe,  Emd  the  companye  disperclcd,  he  sayd  to  the^fll 
queene:  "  Nowe  thou  mayst  see  (fayre  queene)  the  diuersitie, 
betwene  the  disloyaltie  and  vnkindenesse  of  Acharisto,  and  the ^^ 
faith  and  loue  of  Philon.     But  for  that  I  meane  not  to  leaue  hya^f 
ingratitude  vnreuenged,  thou  shalt  staye  here,  vntyll  thou  heare 
newes  of  the  due  chastisment  which  1  shall  gyue  hym."    Those, 
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fire  and  cruell  words  foretold  of  hir  husband's  death  moued  hir 
honest  and  pryncely  hearte  that  by  no  meanes  coulde  bee  altered 
from  the  gentle  nature,  which  it  first  had  tasted  and  receiued : 
and  allhoughe  shee  had  suffred  mortall  andsolempne  iniury  of  hit 
vnkynde  husbande  for  manyfolde  benefites,  yet  (shee  good  gentle- 
woman) woulde  permyt  no  duetye  of  a  trustye  and  faythfuU  wyfe 
vnperformed.  Wherefore  shee  besoughte  Philon  vpon  her  knees, 
Dot  to  precede  to  further  reuenge  of  Acharisto,  telling  him,  that 
enough  it  was  for  hir  to  haue  escaped  tiiat  present  peryl,  from 
which  he  like  a  princely  gentleman  had  deliuered  hir,  and  therfore 
duering  hir  Hfe  was  most  bounde  mto  him.  Philon  grcately 
wondred  at  the  goodnesse  of  this  ladie :  howbeit  the  ingratitude  of 
that  varlet  by  no  meanes  he  would  suffer  to  bee  vnpunished.  And 
beeing  aduertised  that  Acharisto  remayned  in  hys  palace  without 
any  suspicion  of  this  aduenture,  banded  neyther  with  guarde  or 
other  assurance,  committed  Euphimia  to  safe  custodie,  and  sodainlj 
assailed  the  palace  of  Acharisto :  and  finding  the  gates  open,  he 
entred  the  city,  crying  out  vpon  the  wickednesse  and  treason  of 
Acharisto.  At  which  wordes  the  whole  city  began  to  rj'se,  to 
beipe  Philon  in  his  entcrprysc:  for  there  was  no  state  or  degree, 
but  abhorred  the  vnkind  order  of  that  varlet,  towards  the  noble 
woman  their  qucene.  Philon  aided  with  the  people,  assaulted  the 
palace,  and  in  short  space  inuaded  the  same:  and  the  varlet  bee- 
ing apprehended,  was  put  to  death.  The  Corinthians  seeing  the 
noble  mind  of  Philon,  and  the  loue  which  he  bare  to  Euphimia, 
and  knowing  that  their  late  kj'ng  was  disposed  to  haue  matched 
her  wy  th  Philon,  were  very  willing  to  haue  him  to  be  their  kinge, 
and  that  Euphimia  should  be  his  wife,  supposinge  that  vnder  the 
gouernement  of  a  prynce  so  gentle  and  valiant,  they  might  Hue 
very  happily  and  ioyefullye.  Execution  don  vpon  that  moste 
vokinde  varlet,  Philon  caused  the  lady  to  be  conueyed  home 
into  hir  royal  pallace:  and  the  people  with  humble  submission, 
began  to  persuade  hir  to  marie  wyth  that  younge  prince  Philon. 
But  shee  which  had  lodged  hir  thoughts  and  fixed  hir  mind  vpon 
tliat  caytife,  who  vnnaturally  had  abused  hir,  would  by  no  meanes 
consent  to  take  a  new  husband,  saying,  that  the  seconde  mariage 
(ras  not  to  bee  allowed  in  any  woman.    And  albeit  that   shee 
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knewe  howe  grealely  she  was  bounde  to  Philon,  as  daringe  life 
ool  able  to  recompeiice  his  louing  kindnesse  and  valyant  exployte 
performed  for  hir  sat'egard,  yet  for  all  hir  vohappy  fortune,  shee 
was  minded  styll  to  remayiie  a  widowe,  and  well  contented  that 
Philon  shoulde  possesse  hir  whole  domynion  and  kingdome,  and 
she  pleased  to  lyue  his  subiecte :  which  state  she  sayd,  did  like 
her  best.  Philon,  that  not  for  desire  of  the  kingdome,  but  for 
loue  of  the  lady  had  attempted  that  worthy  and  honourable  enter- 
prise, sayd  vnto  hir:  "Euphimia,  it  wasoneiy  for  youre  sake  that  I 
aduentured  thys  daungerous  indeuor,  to  riddeyou  from  the  slander 
that  might  haue  ensued  your  innocent  death,  and  out  of  the  cruel 
bands  of  hym,  whom  vnworthily  you  did  so  dearely  loue.  Nol 
desyre  of  kyngdome  or  worldly  glorye  induced  me  herevnto  :  no  ' 
care  that  1  had  to  enlarge  the  boundes  of  my  countrey  soile  pricked 
the  courage  of  my  mynd  (that  is  altogether  empty  of  ambytion) 
but  the  passion  of  carelcsse  loue,  whych  thys  long  tyme  I  haue 
borne  you  in  ^our  happy  father's  daycs,  to  whom  I  made  incessant 
Bute :  and  to  your  selfe  I  was  so  long  a  suter,  vntyll  I  receyued 
extreame  repulse:  for  which  I  vowed  a  perpetuall  single  lyfe, 
vntyll  thys  occasyon  was  oflred :  the  brute  whereof  when  1  hcardc 
first,  so  stirred  the  mynde  of  your  most  louyng  knight,  that 
drousie  sleepe  or  greedy  hunger,  coiilde  not  force  this  restlesse 
body  to  tarry  at  home,  vntyl  I  reuenged  my  selfe  vpon  that  villaine 
borne,  which  went  about  wyth  roasting  flames  to  consume  the 
innocenle  flesh  of  hir  whome  I  loued  best.  And  therfore  mustred 
together  my  men  of  armes  and  in  secret  sort  imbarked  our  seines 
and  arryued  here:  where  wee  haue  accomplished  the  thyng  wei 
came  for  and  haue  settled  you  in  quiet  raygne,  free  from  perj-l  of 
traiterous  mindes,  crauing  for  thys  my  fact  nought  else  of  you  but 
wylling  mynd  to  be  my  wife:  which  sith  you  do  refuse,  I  passe 
not  for  rule  of  your  kyngdom,  ne  yet  for  abode  in  Corinth,  but 
meane  to  leaue  you  to  your  choyse.  For  satisfied  am  I,  that  I 
haue  manifested  to  the  world  the  greatnesse  of  my  loue,  which  was 
so  ample  as  euer  king  could  beare  to  vertuous  queene:  and  so  fare- 
well." At  which  words  he  made  a  signe  to  his  people,  that  they 
shoulde  shippe  them  selues  for  retume  to  Peloponesus.  But  the 
tenatours  and  al  the  people  of  Corinth seing  the  curtesie  of  Philon, 
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and  bow  greatly  their  queene  was  bound  ynto  him,  fel  downe 

vpon  their  knees,  and  with  ioyned  hands  besought  hir  to  take  him 

to  biubande,  neuer  ceasing  from  teares  and  supplication,  vntyl 

she  had  consented  to  their  requeste.    Then  the  mariage 

was  solempnised  with  great  ioy  and  triumph,  and  the 

whole  city  after  that  time,  lyued  in  great  felicity 

and  quiet,  so  long  as  nature  lengthned  the 

dayes  of  those  two  noble 

prynces. 


\ 
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THE  SIXTEENTH  NOUELL. 

The  Marchionisse  of  Monferrato,  with  a  banket  of  Henues,  and  cer- 
taine  pleasant  word»,  repressed  thej'ond  hue  of  Philip  the  French 
ki/nge. 

Good  Euphimia  (as  you  hnue  harde)  did  fondly  apply  bir  loue 
vpon  a  Bcruile  man,  who  tliough  bred  vp  in  court  where  trayninge 
and  vse  doth  alter  the  rude  conditions  of  sutch  as  be  intertayned 
there,  yet  voyde  of  all  genllencsse,  and  frustrate  of  nature's 
sweelenesse  in  that  curteous  kinde,  as  not  exchaunginge  natiue 
fiercenesse  for  noble  aduaunceraent,  returned  to  hys  hoggish 
soyle,  and  walowed  in  the  durty  filth  of  inhumanity,  whose  nature 
mt/ght  tvel  with  fork,  or  itaffe  be  expelled,  but  home  againe  it  would 
haue  come, as  Horace  pieadeth  in  his  Epistles.  O  noble  gentlewo- 
man, that  mildly  sulTred  the  displeasure  of  the  good  king  hir  father, 
who  would  fayne  haue  dissuaded  hir  from  that  vnseemely  match, 
to  ioyne  with  a  yong  prince,  a  king,  a  gentleman  of  great  perfec- 
tion: and  O  pestilent  carle,  being  beloued  of  so  honourable  a 
pucell,  that  for  treason  discharged  thy  head  from  the  block,  and  of 
a  donghill  slaue  preferred  thee  to  be  a  king,  wouldest  for  those 
deserts  in  the  ende  frame  fayned  matter  to  consume  hir.  With 
iust  hatred  then  did  the  noble  emperour  Claudius  Caesar  prosecute 
those  of  bond  and  seruile  kinde  that  were  matched  with  the  free 
and  noble.  Right  well  knew  hee  that  some  taste  of  egrencsse 
would  rest  in  sutcli  sauage  fruite,  and  therefore  made  a  law,  that 
the  issue  of  them  should  not  haue  like  liberty  and  prehcminence, 
as  other  had,  which  agreeably  did  couple.  What  harme  sutch 
mariage  hath  inferred  to  diners  states  and  persons  (t'auoide  other 
examples)  the  former  noueil  teachcth.  Wherfore  to  ende  the 
same,  with  bewailing  of  Eupiiimia  for  hir  vnluckic  lot,  begin  we 
now  to  glad  our  selues  with  the  wise  andstouteaunswerof  achaste 
marquesse,  a  gentlewoman  of  singular  beauty  and  discretion, 
made  to  the  fond  demaund  of  a  mighty  monarch,  that  fondly  fell 
in  loue  with  hir,  and  made  a  reckening  of  that,  which  was  doubt- 
full  to  recouer.    This  king  by  louing  hir  whome  he  neuer  saw. 
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fared  like  the  man  that  in  his  slepe  dreamed  that  he  had  in  holde 
the  diynge  furthest  from  him.  For  the  king  neuer  saw  hir,  before 
he  heard  hir  praised,  and  when  hee  hearde  hir  praysed,  for  pur- 
pose to  winne  hir,  he  Uauaiied  oute  of  his  way,  so  sure  to  cnioy 
liir,  as  if  he  had  ncuer  scene  hir.  This  historic,  although  briefe, 
yetsheweth  light  to  noble  dames  that  be  pursued  by  prynces,  and 
teacheth  them  wyth  what  regarde  they  ought  to  interteine  such 
sulers.  The  marquesse  then  of  Monferrato,  a  citye  in  Italy,  be- 
ynge  a  gentleman  of  great  prowesse  and  valiance,  was  appointed 
to  transfrete  the  seas  in  a  generall  passage  made  by  the  Christians, 
wyth  an  huge  armie  and  great  furniture.  And  as  it  chaunced,  vp- 
on  a  day  greate  talke  was  had  in  the  court  of  king  Philip  sur- 
named  Luscus  (bicause  he  was  poreblinde)  who  likewyse  was 
making  preparation  to  depart  out  of  Fraunce  in  the  said  iorney. 
Report  was  made  by  a  knight  which  knewe  the  sayd  marquize, 
that  in  all  the  world  there  was  not  the  like  maried  couple,  as  the 
marquize  and  bis  wyfe  were,  as  well  bicause  the  marquize  was 
broted  to  be  an  excellent  gentleman,  as  also  for  that  his  wyfe 
amonges  al  the  troupe  of  ladies,  that  lined  in  the  world  that  time, 
was  the  fairest  and  most  vertuous.  Which  words  so  entred  the 
French  king's  head,  as  sodainely  (neuer  seeing  hir  in  all  his  life) 
he  began  to  lone  hir,  and  for  that  purpose  determined  to  imbarkc 
him  selfc  at  Genoua,  that  by  trauailyng  that  way  by  lande,  he 
myght  haue  good  occasion  to  see  the  marchionisse,  thinking  thai 
her  husband  being  absent,  hee  might  easily  obtein  that  he  desired. 
And  as  he  had  deuised,  he  began  his  enterprj'se :  who  sending  al 
his  power  before,  toke  his  iorney  wyth  a  meane  trayne  of  gentle- 
men :  and  beynge  wythin  one  daye's  iourney  of  the  ladye's  house, 
hee  sent  hir  worde  that  the  nexte  daye  hee  would  vysite  her  at 
dynncr.  Tlie  sage  and  discrete  lady  ioyfully  aunswercd  the  mes- 
sanger,  that  she  would  accompt  his  comming  for  a  great  and  sin- 
guler  pleasure,  and  sayd  that  hys  grace  should  be  most  heartily 
welcome.  Afterwards  she  maruelled  why  sutch  a  king  as  he  was, 
would  in  hir  husband's  absence,  come  to  hir  house :  and  in  that 
maruel  and  consideration  she  was  no  whitdcceyued,  coniecturinge 
that  the  fame  of  hir  beauty  was  the  cause  of  hys  comminge. 
Neuerthclesse,  like  a  wise  lady  and  honest  gentlewoman,  she 
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determined  to  do  him  honour,  and  caused  the  worshipfull  of  hi? 
country  sutch  as  remayned  bebitide,  to  be  assembled,  for  aduice  in 
all  tbinges  that  were  necessary  for  hys  intertaynement.     But  the 
feast  and  variety  of  meats  that  should  be  serued,  she  alone  tooke 
vppon  hir  to  dispose  and  order:    wherefore    speedily   sendinge 
about,  and  makingc  prouisioii  for  all  the  hennes  that  might  be 
gotten  throughout  the  countrey,  commaunded  hir  cookes,  of  those 
hennes  without  other  thing  what  so  euer,   to  prepare  diuers  ser- 
uices.     The  king  fayled  not  the  next  day  to  come  accordingly  as 
he  had  sent  word :  and  was  with  great  honour  receyued  of  the  lady, 
and  in  beholdinge  liir,  she  seemed  vnto  hym  (besides  hys  imagina- 
tion comprehended  by  the  former  woordes  of  the  knyght)  to  be 
farre  more  faire,  honest  and  vertuous,  than  hee  thought,  attribu- 
tyng  vnto  hir,  singular  prayse  and  commendation.     And  so  much 
the  more  his  desire  was  kindled,   as  she  passed  the  estimatioo 
bruted  of  hir.     And  after  that  the  king  had  wythdrawen  him  selfe 
into  the  chamber  ordeined  and  made  ready  for  him,  as  appertained 
to  a  prynce  so  greate,  and  that  dinner  time  was  come,  the  king  and 
madame  the  marchionisse  sat  together  at  one  boorde,  and  other 
accordyng  to  their  degrees  were  placed  at  seueral  tables.    The 
king  serued  with  many  dishes  and  excellent  wynes,  beholdinge 
sometymes  the  lady  marchionesse,  conceyued  great  delight  and 
pleasure.     But  vewing  the  seruice,  and  meates  (although  dressed 
in  diuers  sortcs)  to  be  but  hennes,  he  began  to  wonder,  specially 
knowing  the  soyle  wherein  they  were  to  be  so  rich  and  plentiful), 
as  by  little  trauayle,  great  abundance  of  foule  and  venison  might 
haue  bin  prouided,  and  thought  that  shee  had  indift'ercnt  leysure 
to  chase  and  hunt,  after  that  hee  had  sent  hir  woorde  of  hys  com- 
niinge.     Notwythstandinge  he  would  not  take  occasion  to  enter 
into  taike  of  those  wants  of  better  clieare  (hir  hennes  only  ex- 
cepted) who  lookyng  vpon  hir,  with  mery  countenaunce  hee  sayde 
vnto  hir:  "  Madame  were  all  these  hennes  bred  in  tliys  countrey 
wythout  a  cock  '(''     The  marchionisse  which  full  well  vnderstoode 
the  cause  of  his  demaunde,  thinkinge  that  God  had  sent  hir  an  apt 
tyme  for  aunswere  as  she  desired,  boldly  aunswered  the  kinge: 
"  No  and  it  please  your  grace,  but  of  women,  albeit  in  honour  and 
apparel  1  there  is  some  difference,  yet  they  beal  made  in  this  couq.. 
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trey  as  they  be  else  where."     The  kyng  hearing  hir  aunswere,  right 
wel  did  know  the  occasion  of  the  banket  of  hennes,  and   where- 
unto  hir  wordes  did  tend :  and  considred  that  to  bestow  any  fur- 
ther ralke  to  so  wyse  a  lady,  it  were  in  vayne,  and  that  force  there 
could  take  no  place.     Lyke  as  vnaduisedly  he  fell  in  loue,  so  it 
beboued  him  of  necessity  wysely  to  staunch  the  fire  for  his  honour 
sake,  and  wythout  any  more  taunting  wordes,  fearing  hir  reuenge, 
he  dined  without  hope  to  get  other  tliinge  of  hir.    And  when  hce 
had  done,  to  tlie  intent  by  hys  sodayne  departure,  he  might  coucr 
his  dishonest  comming,  thankinge  hir  for  the  honour  which  he  had 
receyued,and  she  recommendinge  him  to  God, he  departed  to  Genoua. 
Here  may  be  proued  the  great  difference  betweene  wysedome 
and  folly,  betweene  vertue  and  vice.    The  king  more  by 
lust,  than  other  desire,  by  circumstances   endeuour- 
ed  to  sound  the  deapth  of  theladie's  minde :  she 
by  comely  answere,  payd  hym  home  for 
his  folly.     A  liuely  representation  of 
a  noblecreature,  so  well  bedecked 
wyth  vertue  as   wyth 
beauty. 
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THE  SEUENTEENTH  NOUELL. 

Mittresse  Dianora  demaunded  of  maister  AnsaMo  a  garden  io\ 
faire  in  lanuary,  as  in  the  moneth  of  May.  Mat/ster  Ansaldtt] 
{by  meanes  of  an  obligation  which  he  made  to  a  Nicromancer)\ 
caused  the  same  to  bee  done.  The  husband  agreed  zcith  the  gen- 
tlewoman that  she  should  do  the  pleasure  which  maister  Ansaldo  ^ 
required,  who  hearinge  the  liberality  of  the  husband,  acquited] 
fur  of  hir  promise,  and  the  Necromancer  discharged  maister 
Antaldo. 


Of  all  things  commonly  accompanying  the  maner  and  trade  of 
man's  life,  notbinge  is  more  circumspectly   to  be  attended  and 
prouided  for,  than  regard  and  estimation  of  honesty  :  which  attire, 
as  it  is  most  excellent,  and  comely,  so  aboue  al  other  vayne  toyes 
of  outward   apparell   to  bee  preferred ;  and  as  honesty  hath  all 
other  good   conditions   included  in  it  selfe,  as  the  same  by  any 
meanes  cannot  stray  out  of  that  tract,  troden  before  by  thestepp 
of  that  most  excellent  vertue:  euen  so,  impossible   it  is  for  the 
party  adorned  with  the  same,  to  wander  one  iote  from  that  fore- 
troden  path :  wherefore  let  eche  W3'ght   that  traceth  this  worldly 
lyfe,  foresee  the  due   obseruation  of  all  thinges  incident  to  that 
which  is  honest.     Nothiage  in  thys  lyfe  (sayth  Tully   in  his  ora- 
tion, for  the  poet  Archias)  is  so  mutch  to  bee  regarded.     Honesty, 
for  the  geltinge  whereof  all  torments  of  body,  all  perills  aud  daun- 
gera  of  death  be  not  to  be  regarded :  honesty  then   beinge  a  trea- 
sure so  precious,  what  care  not  onely  for  the  atchieuinge  but  for 
the  conseruation  ought  to  bee  employed  r  in  the  practise  whereof, 
one  special!  thinge  ought  to  be  attended,  which  is,  liow  a  vow  or 
promise  ought  to  be  made,  or  how  the   estimation  of  honesty 
ought  to  be  hazcu°ded  for  any  thinge  seeme  it  neuer  so  impossible: 
for  what  is  it  that  loue  and  money  hath  not  brought  to  passe  ? 
wliat  hard  aduentures  by  lasonf  what  sleight  by  Alexander  the 
■omie  of  kynge  Pryamus  ?  what  monsters  slayne  and  labours  sua- 
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tavned  by  Hercules?  what  daungers  and  exploits  some  haae  in- 
cuned  and  other  attempted  by  diuers  i  to  bee  short, 

Nihil  est  quod  non  effreno  capitis  amore,  ausit. 
As  Guide  the  poet  sayth; 
Nothinge  there  is,  htU  that  the  louing  man  doth  dare, 
Surprised  veith  frantike Jit ,  eche  deede  he  doth  not  spare. 
Wherfore  let  euery  wight  beware  how  they  gage  their  honesty 
for  any  enterprise  (seeme  it  neuer  so   impossible.)     Maistresse 
Dianora  deerely  beloued  of  a  gentleman,  and  earnestly  assayled, 
in  theende  yeided  vpon  a  condition:  which  if  it  could  be  brought 
to  ^>asse  (which  she  thought  impossible)  was  content  to  surrender 
to  his  loue:  who  consulting  with  a  magitian,  performed  hir  re- 
quest: then  what  folowed,  and  what  counsel  hir  husband  gauehir, 
after  she  had  broken  the  eSect  of  hir  promise  to  hym,  and  what 
curtesie  was  vsed  on  all  sides,  the  sequele  hereof  dyscloseth.     The 
countrey  of  Frioli   although  it  be  colde,  yet  is  it  pleasaunt  by 
reason  of  many  faire  mountaines,  riuers,  and  cleere  sprynges  that 
are  in  the  same:  where  there  is  a  city  called  Vdina,  and  in  the 
game  sometime  dwellyng  a  faire  gentlewoman   called  mistresse 
Dianora,  the  wyfeof  Gilberto,  a  notable  rich  man,  a  very  curteoui 
personage,  and  of  good  behauiour.     Tliia  lady,  for  hir  graces  and 
vertues,  was  intierly  beloued  of  a  gentleman  and  great  lord,  called 
maister  AnsaldoGrandese,  who  for  his  liberalyty  and  valyance  in 
armes,  was  famous  and  well  knowen:  and  albeit  that  hee  loued 
hir  feruently,  seking  al   meanes  possible  to   be  beloued  of  hir, 
soliciting  hir  many  times  by  ambassadours,  yet  his  labour  was  in 
vayn.     And  the  lady  being  offended  for  hys  dayly  sute  and  tra- 
nayle,  hee  for  al  hir  refusal  and  disagreement  to  his  desire,  would 
not  abstaine  from  louing  hir,  but  still  mayntayne  his  importunate 
sute:  she  deuising  with  her  sclfe  how  to  rid  him  away,  made  a  re- 
quest vnto  him,  so  slraunge  and  impossible,  (in  hir  iudgement)  at 
he  was  not  able  to  bring  the  same  to  passe:  and  vpon  a  day  she 
sayd  vnto  an  old  woman,  (the  which  cam  often  tymes  to  sue  vnto 
hir  in  hys   behalf)  these  words:  "  Good  wife,  thou  hast  many 
times  assured  me,  that  maister  Ansaldo  doth  luue  mee  ahoue  all 
other,  and  thou  hast  oflFered  vnto  me  maruellous  giftes  and  pre- 
sents in  hys  name:  al  which  I  haue  refused,  vpon  consideration, 
VOL,   II.  B    B 
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thit  I  mynd  not  to  fauour  or  loue  him  for  his  goods:  but  if  thoa 
canst  iustify  br  warraniize,  or  otiier  probable  argument,  that  hee 
loueth  me  so  mutch  as  thou  sayesc,  I  will  condescend  without 
fayle  to  luue  him  againe  and  to  doe  the  thing  that  it  shal  please 
him  to  commaund  me:  therfore  if  he  wil  assure  me  to  doe  that 
thing  which  1  shal  require  hym  to  do,  tei  him  that  I  am  at  his 
commaundement."  "  What  is  thiit  madame,"  (said  the  old  woman) 
"  that  you  desire  r"  "  The  thing  which  1  demaund'*  (answered 
the  gentlewoman) "  is,  that  he  should  cause  to  be  made  here 
without  the  citie,  during  the  moneth  of  Januarie  next  comm^-ng, 
a  garden  full  of  greene  herbes,  iloures  and  trees,  bespred  wyth 
leaues,  euen  as  it  were  in  the  monetli  of  May :  and  if  so  be  that  ^^ 
he  do  it  not,  then  let  him  neuer  send  thee  or  any  other  vnto  me^^^ 
agayn:  for  if  afterwards  he  be  importunate  vpon  me,  like  as  I 
haue  hitherto  kept  it  close  from  my  husbande  and  parents,  euea 
so  complaynyng  vnto  them,  I  wyll  assaye  to  bee  dispatched  fromJ 
hys  long  and  tedious  sute."  When  the  knight  vnderstoode  that  re»| 
quest,  and  the  offer  that  hys  mystresse  made  him  (although  iti 
geemeda  thinge  very  difHculie  and  all  most  impossible  to  bee  done)] 
knowinge  very  well  that  she  did  the  same  for  none  other  purpose^] 
but  onely  to  put  him  out  of  hope  that  euer  hee  should  enioy  hir, 
hee  determined  notwithstandinge,  to  proue  what  hee  was  able  lo  J 
do.  And  for  that  purpose  sent  to  seeke  in  many  places  of  the 
worldc  if  there  were  any  man  that  could  assist  him  and  geue  him  ! 
counsel  therin.  In  the  end  there  was  one  found  that  oftred  to 
doe  it  (if  he  were  well  waged  thereunto)  by  the  art  of  necromancie, , 
with  whom  maister  Ansaldo  bargained  for  a  great  summe  of  1 
money.  Then  lie  expected  the  moneth  of  lanuaryc  with  great 
dcuotion^  whych  beeing  come,  euen  when  the  coldest  wether  was, 
and  that  al  places  were  ful  of  snow  and  yce,  this  necromancer  vsed 
his  art  in  sutch  sort,  as  in  the  night  after  the  holy  dais  of  Christ- 
masse,  in  a  faire  medow  adioyning  to  the  city,  iher  appered  in 
the  morning  (as  they  can  testify  that  saw  the  same)  one  of  the 
fairest  gardens  that  euer  any  man  saw,  ful  of  herbes,  trees,  and 
fruiies  of  all  sortes:  which  when  maister  Ansaldo  had  seen,  God 
knoweth  if  he  were  glad  or  not :  and  incontinently  caused  to  be 
gathered  the  fairest  fruites  ana  floures  that  were  there,  and  secret- 
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}je  sente  the  same  to  bis  friende,  inuitinge  hir  to  come  and  see 
die  garden  which  she  had  procured  him  to  make,  to  the  intent 
thereby  she  might  know  the  loue  that  he  bare  hir,  and  to  remember 
the  promise  which  she  made  him,  and  coniirmed  by  othe,  that  he 
might  from  that  time  forth  esteeme  hir  a  woman  so  good  as  hir 
promise.  When  the  gentlewoman  sawe  the  flowers  and  fhiictes 
and  hearing  tell  by  report  of  the  straunge  things  tljat  were  in  that 
garden,  began  to  repent  hir  selfe  of  the  promise  which  shee  had 
made:  but  for  all  her  repentaunce,  she  like  one  desirous  to  se 
straung  things,  wente  wyth  many  other  women  to  see  the  same: 
and  hauing  praised  it,  not  wythout  greate  admiration,  she  return- 
ed home,  tlie  angriest  woman  that  cuer  was,  when  she  had  consi- 
dered in  what  sort  she  had  abused  hir  self  by  nieanes  of  that 
garden :  and  bir  rage  was  so  greate,  that  she  coulde  by  no  meanes 
keepe  the  same  so  secrete  or  close,  but  that  hir  husband  muste 
perceiue  the  same,  who  wouldc  needes  knowe  of  hir  al  the  whole 
matter:  the  gentlewoman  a  long  time  kepte  it  secrete:  in  the 
ende  she  was  constrained  to  declare  vnto  him  the  same  in  order. 
Hir  husbande  hearing  what  she  had  promised  was  sodainly  very 
angiy:  afterwardes  considering  the  pure  intente  of  his  wife,  hee 
wisely  appeaseed  hir,  and  sayd:  "  Dianora,  it  is  not  the  acte  of  a 
wyse  and  vertuouse  wife  to  encline  hir  eare  to  sutch  messages  as 
those  be,  and  Icsse  honest  to  make  any  marte  ur  bargain  of  hir 
honesty  with  any  person,  vnder  whatcondicion  soeuer  it  be.  Words 
which  the  hart  recciueth  by  the  eares,  haue  greater  force  than 
many  do  esteme,  and  there  is  nothing  so  difhcult,  but  by  the 
amorous  is  brought  to  passe.  First  therfore  thou  hast  done  euil 
to  giue  eare  vnto  such  ambassage,  and  afterwards  fur  agreement  to 
the  bargaine :  for  the  weight  of  chastity  is  so  ponderous,  as  by  no 
meanes  it  ought  to  be  laid  in  balance,  eyther  by  impossibilities  to 
boast  and  bragge  therof,  or  else  by  assurance  of  their  conceiued 
thought  to  bring  it  into  question,  leaste  in  all  places  the  same  may 
be  disputed  vpon,  and  blemysh  with  the  note  of  lightnesse,  the 
person  lyll  that  time  vnspoited:  but  bycause  I  know  the  purity  of 
thy  heart,  I  wyll  agree  vnto  thee  for  discharge  of  thy  promise, 
whych  peraduenture,  some  other  would  not  doe,  moued  therunto 
for  the  feare  1  haue  of  the  necromancer,  who  if  he  see  mayster 
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Ansaldo  to  be  offended  bicause  thou  hast  deluded  hym,  may  doe 
V9  some  displeasure;  uhert'ore  I  wyll  that  thou  go  to  maister 
Ansaldo,  and  if  thou  canest  by  any  meanes  to  vse  thy  selfe  (as 
thyne  honour  saued)  thou  mayst  discharge  thy  promise,  I  shall 
commende  thy  wit:  but  if  there  be  no  remedye  oiherwyse,  for 
that  onely  time  then  lende  forth  thy  body  and  not  thy  wyll," 
The  gentlewoman  hearyng  hir  husband  so  wisely  speake,  could 
doe  nought  else  but  weepe,  and  sayd,  that  she  would  not  agree 
to  his  requeste.  Notwythstanding,  it  pleased  the  husband  (for  al 
the  denial  whych  his  wife  did  make)  that  it  shoulde  be  so:  by 
meanes  wherof,  the  next  morning  vpon  the  point  of  .day  the  gen- 
tiewoman  in  the  homltest  attire  she  had,  with  two  of  hir  seruaunts 
before,  and  hir  mayde  behinde,  wente  to  the  lodging  of  maister 
Ansaldo,  who  when  he  hearde  tell  that  hys  louer  was  come  to  see 
hym,  maruelled  mutch,  and  rising  vp,  called  the  necromancer,  and 
sayde  vnlo  him :  "  My  wyll  is,  that  thou  see  how  mutch  thyne 
arte  hath  preuailed :"  aud  going  vnto  hir,  without  any  disordinate 
lust,  he  saluted  hir  wyth  rcuerence,  and  honestly  receiued  hir. 
Then  they  entred  into  a  faire  chamber,  and  sittynge  downe  before 
a  great  fire,  he  sayde  vnto  hir  these  wordes:  "  Madame,  I  humbly 
beseeche  you,  if  the  loue  which  I  haue  borne  you  of  long  time^ 
and  yet  doe  beare,  deserue  some  recompence,  that  it  please  you 
to  tell  me  vnfainedly  the  cause  which  haue  made  you  to  come 
hither  thus  early,  and  with  such  a  company."  The  shamefast  gen- 
tlewoman, hir  eyes  ful  of  teares,  made  answere :  "  Sir,  the  loue 
which  I  beare  you,  nor  any  promised  faith  haue  brought  me  hither, 
but  rather  the  only  commaundement  of  my  husband,  who  hath 
greater  respect  to  the  payne  and  trauaile  of  your  disordinate  loue, 
than  to  his  own  honour  or  my  reputation,  who  hath  caused  me  to 
come  hither,  and  by  hys  commaundement  am  redy  for  this  once 
to  satisfic  your  pleasure."  If  mayster  Ansaldo  were  abashed  at 
the  bcgynnyng,  he  much  more  did  maruell  when  he  hearde  tlie 
gentlewoman  thus  to  speake,  and  moued  with  the  liberality  of  hir 
husband,  he  began  to  chounge  his  heate  into  compassion,  and 
said:  "  Mistressc,  God  defend  if  it  be  trne  that  you  do  say,  that 
I  should  soylc  the  honour  of  hym,  whych  hath  pity  vpon  my  lone, 
aud  tlierefure  you  may  tarrie  here  so  long  as  it  shall  please  yoi^- 
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Mithridanti  envious  of  the  liberality  of  Nathan,  and  goinge  ahoute\ 
to  kill  hifm,  spake  vnto  him  vnknowne,  Sf  being  iufourmed  bjf  Atm-I 
lelfby  Tchat  nieanes  he  might  do  the  same  he  found  him  in  a  litthX 
vood  accordingly  as  hee  had  lolde  him,  who  knowinge  him,  nrot  1 
ashamed,  and  became  his  friende. 

Stradnge  may  seeme  thys  following  hystory,  and  rare  atnonges 
those,  in  whom  thevertueof  liberality  neiier  florished :  many  we 
reade  of,  thut  haue  kept  noble  and  bountiful!  houses,  entertay-  bm 
ninge  guestes,  both  forrayne  and  free  borne,  plentifully  feastinge^^ 
them  with  variety  of  cheere,  but  to  entertayne  a  guest  tiiai  aspv- 
reth  the  death  of  his  hoast,  and  to  cherishe  hj-m  after  hee  knew  of  ^H 
it,  or  liberally  to  offer  his  life,  seldouie  or  ncuer  we  reade,  or  hy^H 
experience  knowe :  but  what  moued  the  conspirator  to  frowne  at 
the  state  and  life  of  Nathan  ?  euen  that  froward  pestilent  passion 
enuv,  the  consumer  and  deadly  monster  of  all  humanity :  who 
imitatinge  the  lyke  cost,  and  port  of  his  deuout  hoast  Nathan, 
and  seekinge  after  equall  glory  and  fame,  was  through  ennie's 
fjtrce  for  not  attayninge  the  like,  driuen  to  imagine  how  to  kill  a 
good  and  innocent  man :  for  enuy  commonly  wayteth  vpon  the 
virtuous,  euen  as  llie  shadow  doclh  the  body.  And  as  the  Can- 
tharides  (which  similitude  Plutarch  vseth)  delight  in  ripe  and 
prosperous  wheate,  and  crawie  in  spreadinge  roses,  so  enuy  chiefly 
tlicm  which  in  veriueand  richesse  do  abound:  for  had  not  Nathan 
hcitc  famous  for  hys  goodnesse,  and  glorious  for  liberality,  Mith- 
ridunes  would  neuer  haue  prosecuted  him  by  enuy,  nor  gon  about 
til  bt-ricuc  hys  lyfe.  He  that  enuielh  the  vertuous  and  indus- 
trious person,  may  bee  compared  to  Dedal  us,  whom  the  poets 
fayiic  to  murder  Telon  hys  apprentice  for  deuising  of  the  potter's 
whcele;  and  Mithridanes  disdaynfiill  of  Natlian's  hospitality, 
would  haue  slayne  him  :  but  how  ashamed  Mithridanes  was  of  his 
pmclise,  this  example  at  large  discourseth.  Very  true  it  is  (at 
least  wyse  if  crcdite  may  bee  gieuen  to  ihe  words  of  certayne 
Gcuuuu  merchauDtes,  and  of  others  whych  iiaue  trauayled  iliat 
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countrey)  how  in  Cataya,  there  was  sometimes  a  rich  gentleman 
without  comparison,  named  Nathan,  wlio  hauing  a  place  or  pallace 
ioyning  vpon  the  high  way,  by  which  the  tranaylers  to  and  I'rom 
tlie  west,  and  east,  were  constrayned  to  passe,  and  hauing  a  nohle 
and  liberal  heart,  desirous  by  experience  to  haue  the  same  to  be 
knowen,  and   wyth  what  nature  and   quality  it  was  affected,  he 
assembled  dyuers   maister  masons  and  carpenters,  and  in  short 
tyme  erected  there  one  of  the  stateliest  pallaces  for  greatnesse  and 
costly  furniture  that  euer  was  seene  in  that  countrey,  which  after- 
wards he  caused  to  be  stored  witii  all  things  necessary,  honourably 
to  entertayne  ech  gentleman  that  passed  that  way :  and  with  a 
great  trayne  of  seruaunts  he  welcomed  and  accepted  sutch  as  jour- 
neyed to  and  fro.     And  in  this  commendable  custonie  he  perse- 
uered  so  longe  as  both  in  tlie  east  and  west  partes,  report  was 
bruted  of  his   renoume  and  fame:  and  being  come  to  auncient 
yeares,  not  for  all  that  weary  of  his  liberality,  it  chaunced  that  his 
fame  flewc  to  the  eares  of  a  yong  gentleman  called  Mithridanes, 
who  in  a  countr\-  not  farre  of  from  his,  had  his  abode  and  resiance. 
Mitluidanes  knowing  himselfe  to  be  so  rich  as  Nathan,  enuious 
of  his  vertue  and  liberality,  purposed  by  some  meanes  or  other  to 
defame  and  obscure  his  neyglfbour's  good  reporte:  and  hauing 
builded  a  palace  hke  to  that  which  Nathan  did  possesse,  began  to 
vse  curtesies  to  those  which  passed  to  and  fro,  in  outragious  and 
disordred  sort:  whereby  in  little  time  he  purchased  great  fame. 
Now  it  chaunced  vpon  a  day,  as  Mithridanes  was  alone  in  the 
court  of  bis  palace,  a  poore  woman  entring  in  at  one  of  the  gates 
of  the  same,  craued  almes,  and  had  it  and  so  successiuely  euen  to 
the  twelfth   and  thirtenth  time,  also  she  retorned  agayne,  which 
Mithridanes  perceiuing,  said  vntohir:  "Good  wyfe  you  come  hither 
very  often :"  and  yet  he  denied  not  hir  ahnes.     The  old  woman 
hearing  those  words,  sayd :  "  O  how  maruellous  is  the  liberality 
of  Nathan,  whose  palace  hath  xxxii.  entries  by  seuerail  gates, 
so  greate  as  this,  and  daily  begging  almes  there,  aeuer  made  sem* 
blance  as  thougi*  he  knew  me,  and  yet  the  same  was  not  denied 
me:  and  being  come  hither  but  xiii.  times,  I  haue  bene  marked 
and  reproued :"  and  saying  so,  she  went  her  way,  and  neuer  after 
come  thither  agayne.     Mithridanes  hearyng  these  wordes  to  [)ro- 
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ceede  from  the  old  woman,  fell  into  a  great  rage,  deeming  the 
fame  reported  of  Nathan  to  be  a  diminution  of  his  own,  and  said  : 
''  Ah  wretch,  when  shal  1  be  able  toattayne  the  liberality  of  Nathan's 
greatest  things  ?  and  why  then  goe  I  about  to  excel  him,  when  in 
litle  matters  I  am  not  able  to  come  neare  him?  verily  I  labour  all 
in  vaine,  if  I  my  self  do  not  seeke  meanes  to  rid  him  of  his  life, 
sith  croked  uge  is  not  disposed  to  dispatch  him,  I  must  therforedo 
the  same  with  myne  own  hands."  And  in  that  fury  makyng  no 
man  priuy  to  his  intent,  he  rode  forth  with  a  smal  traine,  and  in 
three  daj'es  arriued  wliere  Nathan  dweite,  and  then  commaunded 
his  men  in  any  wise  not  to  be  knowen  that  they  came  with  him, 
and  likewise  that  they  knewe  him  not,  but  to  prouide  lodging  for 
themselues,  vntyll  sutch  time  as  they  had  further  newes  from  him. 
Mithridanes  then  being  arriued  about  euening,  al  alone,  found 
Nathan  walking  vp  and  downe  before  his  faire  palace,  without 
other  company  then  himself,  who  in  simple  attire  and  garment 
went  forth  to  meete  him:  of  whome  Mithridanes,  bicause  he  knew 
not  Nathan,  demaunded  if  he  could  tell  him  where  Nathan  dwelt. 
Nathan  pleasantly  made  him  answer :  "  My  sonne,  ther  is  no  man 
in  these  quarters  that  can  better  tel  thee  than  I,  and  therfore  yf 
thou  please,  I  wyll  bring  thee  thither."  Mithridanes  said,  that  he 
should  doe  hym  a  very  great  [ilcasure:  but  he  would  not  if  it  were 
possible  bee  scene  or  knowen  of  Nathan:  "  And  that  can  I  very 
wel  do,"  said  Nathan,"  now  that  I  know  your  mynd."  Being  then 
lighted  of  from  his  horse,  he  went  with  Nathan,  who  by  and  by  in- 
terleined  him  with  diuersity  of  talk,  to  his  faire  palace :  and 
Nathan  incontinently  caused  one  of  his  seruaunts  to  take  Mithri- 
danes' horse,  and  said  vnto  him  in  hys  eare  that  he  should  wyth  all 
speede  giue  order  to  his  housholde,  that  none  should  tel  the 
younge  man  that  he  was  Nathan,  which  accordingly  was  done : 
but  after  they  were  in  the  palace,  Nailian  brought  Mithridanes 
into  a  very  fayre  chambre,  that  none  mighte  see  him  excepie 
sutch  as  he  had  appoynted  to  serue  hym:  and  causinge  greate 
honour  to  bee  done  vnto  him,  hee  hymselfe  kepte  him  company. 
As  they  two  were  together,  Mithridanes  asked  him  (to  whom  hee 
vsed  conuenable  reuerence  as  to  his  father)  what  he  was  f  whom 
Nathan  answered :  "  I  am  one  of  Nathan's  pore  seruaunts,  that 
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from  the  time  of  my  youth  haue  bene  broughte  vp  wyth  him,  and 
neuer  aduaunced   me  to  any  thing  but  to    that  which  you  see : 
wherefore,  although  euery  man  greatly  prayseth  him,  yet  haue  I 
Qo  cause  to  commend  hym."    These  wordes  gaue  some  hope  to 
Miibridanes,  by  better  aduise  and  surety  to  execute  his  wicked  in- 
terne :  and  Nathan  asked  him  very  cuneously  what  he  was,  and 
for  what  businesse  he  was  come  thither,  offeryng  him  helpe  and 
counsel  in  tliat  he  was  able  to  do.   Mitliridanes  then  paused  a  while 
before  he  would  make  him  answere :  and  in  the  ende  purposyng  to 
put  his  trust  in  him,  required  with  great  circumstance  of  wordes 
his  fayth  and  after  thai  his  counsel!  and  ayde.  Then  he  whoiy  dis- 
couered  what  he  was,  wherefore  he  was  come,  and  the  cause  that 
moued  hym.     Nathan  hearing  those  woordes,  and  the  mischie- 
uous  determination  of  Mitliridanes,  was  chauaged  and  troubled  in 
mynde,  notwythstandyng  wythout  making  any  semblaunce  of  dis- 
pleasure answered  him  with  bolde  countenaunce :   "  Mtthridanes, 
thy  father  was  a  gentleman,  and  of  stoute  stomacke,  from  whome 
so  farre  as  [  see,  thou  wylt  not  degenerate,  by  attemptyng  so  great 
an  enterpryse  as  thou  hast  done.    I  intende  to  be  lyberall  to  ech 
man  and  praise  greatly  iheenuyewhych  thou  bearest  to  the  vertue 
of  Nathan,  bycause  if  there  were  many  siitch,  the  worlde  which  is 
now  myserabic,  would  shortly  become  prosperous  and  happye: 
and  doe  make  thee  promyse,  that  the  intent  thou  goest  about,  shall 
be  kepte  secrete,  whereunto  I  can  sooner  gyue  counsell  than  any 
great  helpe,  and  mine  aduyse  is  this:  you  may  see  from  the  place 
where  we  now  be  a  lyttle  groaue,  about  a  quarter  of  a  myle  hence, 
whereunto  Nathan  in  a  maner  walketh  euery  momyng,  and  tar- 
rieth  there  a  long  lime :  there  you  may  easily  finde  him,  and  do 
your  pleasure :  and  if  you  kyll  him,  you  may  goe,  (to  the  intent 
without  daunger  vou  may  retunie  home  to  your  owne  house)  not 
that  way  you  came,  but  by  that  you  see  on  the  lefte  hand  leade  out 
of  the  wood,  whych  although  it  be  not  so  common  as  the  other,  yet 
ia  the  nearest  way  and  safest  for  you  to  passe."     When  Mithridanes 
was  thus  informed,  and  that  Nathan  departed  from  him,  he  caused 
worde  secretly  to  be  sent  to  his  men,  which  likewyse  lodged  there, 
in  what  place  they  should  waight  for  him  the  next  day:  and  when 
tlie  day  was  com,  Nathan  not  altering  the  counsel  he  gaue  tu  Mith- 
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ridanes,  ne  chaungingany  part  of  the  same,  went  all  alone  into 
the  Utile  woodde,  to  receiue  his  death.     When  Mithridanes  was  vp, 
and  had  taken  bisboweand  sword,  (for  he  had  none  other  weapons) 
he  mounted  vponhis  horse,  and  rode  to  the  little  woodde,  where  a 
farrcoflie  espied  Nathan,  commynge  thitherward  all  alone,  and 
determining  before  he  would  set  vppon  him  to  see  him  and  hcare 
him   speake,  made  toward  him,  and  catchyng  him  by  the  band 
vpon  his  head,  said  vnto  him  :  "  Old  chorle  thou  art  dead."  \^'her- 
unto  Nathan  made  none  other  answer,  but  said  "  I  haue  deserued 
it."     When  Mithridanes  heard  his  voyce  and  looked  him  in  the 
face,  he  knew  by  and  by  that  it  was  he  which  had  curteously  re- 
ceiued    him,  familiarly    kept  him  company,  and   faithfully   had 
gyaen    him  counsel.     Wherupon,   his    fury  asswaged,  and  his 
anger  con uertcd  to  shame:  by  meanes  whereof,  throwing  downe 
his  sworde  w  liich  he  had  drawn  to  strike  him,  he  lighted  of  from 
his  horse,  and  did  prostrate  himselfe  at  Nathan  his  father's  feete, 
and  said  vnto  him  weeping:  "  I  manifestly  perceiue  right  louing 
father  your  great  lyberality,  and  by  what  pollicy  you   be  come 
hyther  to  render  to  me  your  lyfe :  whereunto  I  hauyng  no  rj'ght, 
declared  my  selfe  desyroiis  to  haue  the  same:  but  our   Lord  God, 
more  carcfull  of  my  deuoir  than  my  self,  hath  euen  at  the  very 
point,  when  it  was  moste  needefull,  opened  the  eyes  of  myne  vn- 
derstandynge,  which  curssed  spite  and  cancred  enuy  haue  closed 
vp:  and  therefore,  the  more  you  were  ready  to  gratify  my  desire, 
the  greater  punishment   I   knowledge  my  selfe  to  deserue  for  mv 
i'unlte.    Take  then  of  me  if  it  please  you  sutch  vengance  as  you 
thynke  mccte  for  myne  offence."     Nathan  caused  Mithridanes  to 
rise  vp,   kissinge  and  imbracinge   hym   tenderly,  and  sayd  vnto 
hym:  "  My  sonne,  thou  needest  not  to  demaund  pardon,  for  the 
enterprise  done,  good  or  euill  as  thou  list  to  name  it:  for  thou 
diddest  not  go  about  to  rid   me  of  my  lyfe  for  any  hatred  thou 
diddest  bear  me,  but  only  to  be  accompted  the  better:  be  assured 
then  of  nie,  and  verily   beleue,  that  there  is  no  lyuing  man,  that  I 
louc  belter  than  thy  self,  considering  the  greatnesse  of  thine  heart 
not  inclyncd   to  hoorde  or  gather  togither  the  drossy  muck  of 
»yluer,  ns  the  myserable  do,  but  to  spend   that  which  is  gathered. 
Uc  not  ashamed  for  hauingawill  to  kill  me,  thereby  to  get  re- 


nowme ;  for  emperours  and  greatest  kings,  neuer  streatched  fortb 
their  power,  and  racked  their  realmes,  and  coDse(|uentIy  aspired 
fame,  for  other  purpose  but  to  kyl :  not  by  murdering  one  man 
as  thou  didst  meane,  but  of  iniinit  numbers,  besides  the  burning 
of  countries,  and  rasing  of  cities:  wherefore,  if  to  make  thy  selfe 
more  famous,  thou  wouldest  haue  killed  me  alone,  thy  ne  enterprise 
was  not  newly  to  be  wondred  at,  but  a  thyng  in  daylye  practise." 
Mithridanes  no  more  excusinge  hys  wicked  intent,  but  praysinge 
the  honest  excusf,  which  Nathan  had  deuised,  drew  neare  vnto 
hym  to  enter  into  further  taike  wyth  hym,  which  was,  how  he 
greatly  maruelled.  that  he  durst  approcb  the  place,  with  so  litle 
rescue,  where  his  death  was  swonie,  and  what  he  meant  him  selfe 
lo  tell  the  way  and  meanes:  wherein  he  required  him  to  say  his 
myndc,  for  disclosinge  of  the  cause.  Whereunto  Nathan  replied : 
"  Maruell  not,  Mithridanes,  of  mine  intent  and  purpose,  for  sithens 
1  was  at  age  disposed  to  myne  owne  free  will,  and  determined  to 
do  that  which  thou  hast  gone  about  to  do,  neuer  any  came  to  me, 
but  I  haue  contented  them  (so  farre  as  I  was  hablc)  of  that  they 
did  demaund  :  thou  art  come  hither  with  desire  to  haue  my  Ivfe, 
wherefore  seeing  that  thou  diddest  craueit,  I  forthwith  dyd  meane 
to  gieue  it,  that  thou  alone  mightest  not  be  the  man  that  should 
depart  from  hence  without atchieuing  thy  request:  and  to  bring  to 
paase  that  thou  myghtest  haue  the  same,  I  gaue  thee  the  best 
counsel  I  could,  aswel  for  bercuing  of  my  lyfe,  as  for  enioyinge  of 
thyne  owne  :  and  therefore  I  say  to  theeagayne,  and  pray  thee  for 
to  take  it,  thereby  to  content  thy  selfe,  if  thou  haue  any  pleasure 
therein ;  for  I  do  not  know  whych  way  better  to  imploy  it.  I 
haue  all  ready  kept  it  foure  score  yeares,  and  haue  consumed  the 
same  in  pleasures,  and  delights,  and  do  know  by  course  of  nature 
in  other  men,  and  generally  in  all  things,  that  long  it  cannot  reast 
in  breathmg  dayes:  wherefore  I  think  good,  tliat  better  it  is  to 
geue,  as  I  haue  dayly  done,  and  departe  with  my  treasures,  than 
keepe  it  till  nature  cary  it  away  in  despite  of  my  teeth,  and 
maugrethat  1  haue.  It  is  a  little  gift  to  giue  one  hundred  yeares, 
bow  mutch  lesse  is  it  then  to  giue  sixe  or  eyght  of  those  I  haue 
to  liue?  Take  it  then  if  it  please  thee,  1  thee  beseech:  for  neuer 
yet  found  I  man  that  did  desire  the  same,  ne  yet  do  know  when  I 
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shall  finde  sutcli  oae,  if  that  thy  selfe  which  didst  desire  it,  do  not 
take  it :  and  if  it  chaiince  that  I  do  finde  some  one,  I  know  full 
well  that  so  mutch  the  longer  as  I  shall  kecpe  the  same  the  lesse 
esteemed  it  shall  be,  and  therefore  before  ihe  same  be  vile  and  of 
little  price,  take  it  I  beseech  thee."  Mithridanes  sore  ashamed, 
sayd :  "  God  forbid,  that  by  separating  so  deare  a  thing  as  is  thy 
hfe,  that  I  should  take  it,  or  onely  desire  the  same,  as  I  did  erst, 
from  which  I  would  not  diminish  yeares,  but  willingly  would  of 
myneowne  ad  thereto  if  I  could."  Whereunto  Nathan  by  and  by 
replyed :  "  And  if  thou  couldest,  wouldest  thou  gieue  them  i 
and  wouldest  thou  cause  me  do  to  thee  that  which  1  neuer  did  to 
any  man,  that  is  tu  say,  to  take  of  thy  things  which  neuer  I  did  of 
any  lining  person  f"  "  Yea  verily,"  aunswered  Mithridanes. 
"  Then,"  sayde  Nathan :  "  thou  oughtesi  there  to  doe  that  which 
I  wyll  tel  ihee:  which  is  to  remayne  here  in  my  house  so  younge 
as  thou  art,  and  beare  the  name  of  Nathan,  and  I  woulde  goe  to 
thine, and  bee  called  Mithridanes."  Then  Mithridanes  answered: 
"  If  I  had  also  so  great  experience  as  thou  hast,  I  woulde  not 
refuse  thine  offer:  but  bicause  I  am  assured,  that  my  deedes 
woulde  diminish  the  renoume  of  Nathan,  I  wyll  not  marre  that  in 
another,  which  I  cannot redresse  in  my  selfe:  and  therefore  I  wyll 
not  take  it."  After  thys  taike  and  a  great  deale  more  beiwene 
them,  they  repayred  to  the  palace,  vppon  the  request  of  Nathan, 
where  many  dayes  he  did  great  honour  to  Miihridanes,  incoraging 
and  counselling  him,  so  wel  as  he  could,  dayly  to  perseuere  in  his 
high  and  great  indeuour.  And  Mithridanes  desirous  to  retume 
home  with  his  company,  Nathan  (after  that  he  had  let 
him  well  to  know,  that  he  was  not  able  to  surpasse 
him  in  liberality)  gauehim  leaue. 
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THE  NINETEENTH  NOUELL. 

Mayster  Gentil  of  Carisetidi  being  come  from  Modena,  tooke  a  rco- 
man  out  of  hir  grave  that  was  buried  for  dead,  who  ajier  she  was 
come  agai/ne,  brought  forth  a  sonnc,  ichi/ch  maister  Gentil  rendred 
afterrpardes  with  tite  motlier  to  mayster  Nicholas  Chasennemie  her 
husband. 

Reading  this  history,  I  consider  two  straung  and  rare  chaunces: 
the  one  a  lyberaii  and  courteous  act  of  an  earnest  louer  towards 
his  beloued  and  hir  husband,  in  leauinge  hir  vntouched,  and  not 
dishonored,  although  in  full  puissance  to  doe  his  pleasure :  the 
other  a  lyke  liberall  ofiire  by  presentinge  whom  he  dearly  loued, 
and  a  newe  borne  chylde :    both  supposed   to  be  dead  by  hir 
freendes,  and  therefore  intoumbed  in  graue.     Wherewithall  is  to 
bee  noted  the  rare  and  singuler  desire  of  a  gentlewoman,  by  hum* 
ble  8ute  for  conseruation  of  hir  honour,  although  longe  time  pur- 
sued  by  a  gentleman  that  reuiued  hir  almost  from  death,  and 
thought  her  vtterly  to  be  void  of  life.    To  praise  the  one,  and  to 
leaue  the  other  not  magnified,  it  were  a  part  of  discurtesy :  but  to 
extol  both  with  shoutes,  and  acclamations  of  infinite  praise  no 
dout  but  very  commendable.     If  comparisons  may  be  made  with 
piynces  of  elder  yeares,  and  not  to  note  those  of  later,  truely  may- 
ster Gentil  by  that  hys  fact,  seemeth  not  mutch  inferior  to  Scipio 
Afi"ricanus  for  sparing  the  wyfe  of  Indibilis,  ne  yet  to  king  Cyrus 
for  Panthea  the  wyfe  of  Abradatas ;  although  both  of  them  not  in 
equall  state  of  loue,  (as  wholly  estraunged  from  that  passion)  like 
to  maister  Gentil,  who  in  deed  for  subduing  that  griefe  and  mo- 
lion,  deserueth  greater  prnyse.     For  sooner  is  that  torment  auoyd- 
ed  at  the  first  assault  and  pinch,  than  when  it  is  suffred  long  to 
flame  and  raigne  in  thatyelding  portion  of  man,  the  heart,  which 
once  fed  with  the  bayt  of  loue,  is  seldome  or  neuer  loosed.    To 
do  at  large  to  vnderstand  the  proofe  of  those  most  vertuous  per- 
sons, thus  beginneth  the  history.     At  Bologna  a  very  notable  citty 
of  Lombardy,  there  was  a  knyght  of  very  great  respect  for  his 
vertue,  aamed  maister  Gentil  Curissendi,  who  in  his  youth  fell 
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m  loue  witli  a  gentlewoman  called  muistresse  Katheriae,  the  wyfe 
of  one  maystcr  Nicholas  CKa-icnnemie.  And  bicause  during  that 
loue,  he  receiued  a  very  ill  counterchange  for  his  affection  that 
he  bare  vnto  hir,  he  went  away  (like  one  desperate)  to  be  the 
iudge  and  potestate  of  Modena,  w hereunto  he  was  called.  About 
the  time  that  hir  husband  being  out  of  Bologna,  and  the  gentle- 
woman at  hir  manour  in  the  countrey,  not  past  a  mile  and  a  halfe 
from  the  citty,  (whither  she  went  to  remayne,  bycause  she  was 
with  childe)  it  chaunced  that  she  was  sodenly  surprised  with  a 
sicknesse,  which  was  of  so  great  force,  Jis  there  was  no  token  of 
lyfe  in  her,  but  rather  iudgcd  by  all  phisilians  to  be  a  dead  woman. 
And  because  that  hir  neerest  kinne  reported  that  they  hearde  hir 
saye,  that  shee  coulde  not  bee  longe  time  with  childe,  but  that 
the  infante  must  be  perfect  in  her  worabe  and  ready  to  be  deli- 
ucrod,  and  therefore  affected  wyth  some  other  disease  and  griefe 
that  would  bring  hir  to  hir  endc,  as  a  limpany  or  other  swelling, 
rising  of  grosse  humors,  they  thought  hir  a  dead  woman,  and  past 
recouery :  wherefore  vpon  a  time  she  falling  into  a  traunce, 
was  verily  supposed  to  be  dead.  ,  Who  after  they  had  mourned 
hir  death,  and  bewayled  the  scxlayn  expiration  of  hir  soule,  caused 
hir  to  be  buried  without  hope  of  recouery  (euen  as  she  was  in  that 
extasie)  in  a  graue  of  a  church  adioyning  harde  by  the  house  whcr 
she  dwelt.  Which  thing  incontinently  was  aduertised  master 
Genlil  by  one  of  his  frends,  who  although  he  was  not  likely,  as 
he  thought,  to  attayne  hir  fauor  and  in  vtter  dispayre  iherof,  yet  it 
gryeued  him  very  mutch  that  no  better  heede  was  taken  vnto  hir, 
thynking  by  diligence  and  lime  shee  woulde  haue  reuyued  agayn, 
sayinge  thus  in  the  end  vnto  him  selfe:  "  How  now  madam  Ka- 
therin,  that  death  hath  wrought  his  wyll  wyth  you,  and  1  could 
ncuer  obteync  durynge  your  life  one  simple  looke  from  those youre 
glistering  eies,  which  lately  I  beheld  to  my  great  oucrthrow  and 
decay,  wherfore  now  when  you  cannot  defend  your  self,  1  may  bee 
hold  (you  being  dead)  to  steale  from  3'ou  some  desired  kisse." 
When  hee  had  sayd  so,  beyng  already  nyglu,  and  hauynge  taken 
order  that  none  should  know  of  his  departure,  he  gat  vpon  his 
horse,  accompanied  with  one  only  seruaunt,  and  wythoul  taryinge 
anye  where,  arriucd  at  the  place  where  his  lady  was  buryed,  and 
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opening  the  graue,  forthwith  lie  cntrcd  iu,  and  laying  himself 
downe  besides  hir,  he  approched  neare  hit  face,  and  many  times 
kissed  hir,  pouryng  fortlic  great  abundance  of  teares.  But  as  we 
see  the  appetyte  of  man  not  to  l>e  content  excepte  it  proccede  fur- 
ther (specially  of  sutch  as  bee  in  loue)  beyng  determined  to  tarrje 
no  longer  there,  and  to  ilcparte,  he  sayd  :  "  Ah  God,  why  shmilt]  I 
goe  no  further,  why  should  I  not  touchc  hir,  why  should  I  not 
proue  whyther  she  be  alyue  or  dead  f"  Vanquished  then  wy  th  that 
motyon,  hee  felt  hir  brests,  and  holding  his  hand  there  for  a  cer- 
tayne  tymc,  perceyued  hir  heart  as  it  were  to  pant,  and  thereby 
some  lyferemayning  in  hir:  wherefore  so  softly  as  he  could,  wyth 
the  helpe  of  his  mau,  he  raised  hir  out  of  the  graue :  and  settynge 
hir  vppon  his  horse  before  him,  secretly  caricd  hir  home  to  his 
house  at  Bologna.  The  mother  of  maister  Gentil  dwelled  there, 
which  was  a  graue  and  vertuous  matrone,  who  vnderstandyng  by 
her  Sonne  the  whole  eifect  of  that  chauuce,  moued  w^-th  compas- 
sion, vnknowne  to  anye  man,  placing  hir  before  a  great  iire,  and 
comfortyng  hir  wyth  a  bathe  prepared  for  the  purpose,  she  rcco- 
uered  lyfe  in  the  gentlewoman  that  was  supposed  to  bee  deade, 
who  so  soone  as  she  was  com  to  hir  self,  threw  forth  a  great  sigh 
and  said  :  "  Alas,  wher  am  1  now  r"  To  whom  the  good  old  wo- 
man sayd :  "  Be  of  good  cheere  swete  hart,  yee  bee  in  a  good 
place."  The  gentlewoman  hauing  wholly  recouered  hir  senses, 
and  looking  round  about  hir,  not  yet  well  knowing  where  she  was, 
and  seiug  maister  Gentill  before  hir,  prayed  his  mother  to  tell  hir 
how  she  came  thither.  To  whome  maister  Gentil  declared  iaorder 
what  he  had  done  for  hir,  and  what  meanes  be  vsed  to  bryng  hir 
ihyther  :  wherof  makyng  hir  complaynt,  and  lamentyng  the  lyttle 
regard  and  neglygence  of  hir  frends,  she  renclrcd  vnto  liym  inu- 
merable  thankes.  Then  she  prayed  him  tor  the  loue  which  at 
other  times  he  bare  hir  and  for  liis  courtesie,  that  she  might  not 
receyue  in  hys  house  auy  thing  that  should  be  dishonorable  to  hir 
person,  ne  yet  to  hir  husband,  but  so  soone  as  it  was  daye  to  suf- 
fer hir  to  goe  home  to  hir  owne  house:  whercunto  maister  Gentil 
answered  :  "  Madam,  what  soeuer  1  haue  desired  in  lime  past,  now 
am  I  fully  purposed  neuer  to  demaund  any  thyng  specially  in  tiiis 
place  or  in  any  other  but  ibe  sal'ety  of  your  honour,  and  that  I 
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woald  doe  to  mjne  owne  sister,  sith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  showe 
me  that  pleasure,  as  by  mj  meanes  yoa  are  reuiued  firom  death  to 
life,  and  to  delyuer  you  to  inee  io  coosideration  of  the  lone  that  I 
haue  bom  you  heretofore:  but  this  good  worke,  which  this  nygbte 
I  haue  done  for  you,  well  deserueth  some  recompence.  Where- 
fore my  desire  is,  that  yon  deny  me  not  the  pleasure  which  I  shal^H 
demaund :"  whome  the  gentlewoman  curteou&ly  answered,  tha^H 
sbee  was  very  ready,  so  the  same  were  honest  and  in  hir  power  to 
doe.  Then  sayd  mayster  Geniil :  "  Mystresse,  all  your  kin  and 
a]  they  of  Bologna,  doe  beleue  for  a  trouth  that  you  bee  deade, 
wherefore  there  is  none  that  loketh  for  your  recouery  agayae: 
and  the  pleasure  then  whych  I  demaund,  is  that  you  wyll  vouch- 
safe secretlye  to  tarry  here  wyth  my  mother,  vntill  I  retoume  from 
Modena,  which  shal  be  with  so  great  expedition  as  I  can :  and 
the  cause  why  I  desire  the  same,  is,  for  that  I  intend  to  make  a 
fayrc  and  acceptable  present  of  you  vnto  your  husband  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  principal  of  this  city."  The  gentlewoman  knowing 
hir  self  to  be  greatly  bound  to  the  knight,  and  that  hys  request 
was  honest,  was  content  to  doe  what  bee  demaunded.  Albeit 
,  shee  desired  earnestly  to  reioyce  hir  frendes  for  hir  recouered  life, 
and  so  promised  vppon  hir  faith.  And  vnnethes  had  she  ended 
hir  talke,  but  she  felt  the  pain  of  chyldbirth  :  wherfore  wyth  the 
ayde  of  the  mother  of  maister  Gentil,  she  tarried  not  long  before 
she  was  dcliuered  of  a  fayre  sonne,  which  greatly  augmented  the 
ioy  of  maister  Gentil  and  hir.  Mayster  Gentil  commaunded  that 
she  should  haue  al  thyngs  that  were  necessary  to  be  ministred 
vnlo  hir,  and  that  she  should  be  vsed  as  his  owne  wyfe.  Then  b^H 
prjuily  returned  to  Modena,  where  when  he  had  a  while  supplie^^ 
his  office,  he  returned  to  Bologna,  and  prepared  a  great  feast  at  his 
house,  the  same  morning  that  he  arriued,  for  diuers  gentlemen 
of  the  city,  amongs  whom  Nicholas  Chasenneraie  was  one.  When 
the  company  of  the  bidden  guests  wer  come,  (the  gentlewoman  ia 
so  good  health  and  lykyng  as  euer  she  was,  and  hir  child  wel  and^f 
lusty,)  he  sate  down  amongs  them  doing  vnto  them  incomparable^ 
myrth  and  pastime,  and  serued  tlieni  bountifully  wyth  dyuers 
sortcs  of  meates.  When  dinner  was  almost  done,  hauing  before 
told  the  gentlewoman  what  he  ment  to  doe,  and  in  what  manner 
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ihe  should  behaue  hir  selfe,  lie  began  thus  to  say:  "  My  maysters, 
I  do  remember  that  whilora  I  haue  hearde  tell  that  in  the  country 
of  Persia,  there  was  a  goodly  eustom  (as  me  seemeth)  that  when 
8om  one  was  disposed  to  do  great  honour  vnto  his  friend,  he  bad 
hym  home  to  his  house,  and  there  shewed  him  the  thing  whych 
he  loaed  best,  were  it  wyfe,  woman,  or  daughter,  or  what  so  euer 
it  were,  affirming  that  like  as  he  disdayned  not  to  shew  the  same, 
which  outwardly  he  loued  be8t,euen  so  he  would  if  it  were  possible, 
villiagly  discouer  his  owne  heart:  whych  custome  I  purpose  to 
obserue  in  this  city.     Ye  of  your  curtesie  haue  vouchsafed  to  do 
me  so  great  honour,  as  to  repayre  vnto  this  my  simple  feast,  which 
benetite  I  wyl  recompence  after  the  Persian  manner,  by  shewing 
■vnto  you  the  thinge  which  I  loue  mosle  deerely  aboue  any  in  this 
worlde,  or  hereafter  shal   be  able    to  loue  so  long  as   my  life 
«ndureth:  but  before  I  doe  the  same,  I  pray  you  to  tell  mee  your 
opynyon  in  a  doubte  whych  1  shall  propose.     There  was  a  cer- 
tayne person  whych  in  hys  house  had  a  good  and  faythfull  seraaunte 
who  became  extremely  sick :  that  person  without  attendyng  the 
end  of  his  diseased  seruant,  caused  him  to  be  caried  into  the  midst 
«f  the  streate  wythout  any  further  care  for  him.     In  the  meane 
tyme  there  came  a  straunger  by,  who  moued  by  compassion  of 
the  sicke  seruaunt,  bare  him  home  to  his  owne  house,  where  wyth 
great  care  and  diligence,  sparing  no  cost  or  charge,  made  him  to 
recouer  his  former  healthe:  I  would  now    fayne  know   of  you, 
whither  for  retaining  and  vsing  the  seruice  of  thatseruaunt,  his 
first  maister  by  good  right  myghte  complayne  vpon  the  seconde, 
if  he  should  demaund  hym  agayne,  or  by  demaunding  of  him 
agayne,  the  second  not  disposed  to  restore  him,  might  susteyne 
any  damage."     The  gentlemen  after  many  opinions  and  arguments 
debated  too  and  fro  amonges  them,  and   at  lengthe  all  concluding 
in  one  mind,  gaue  charge  to  Nicholas  Chasennemie,  (bicanse  he 
was  an  eloquent  talker)  to  make  the  answer:  who  first  praising  the 
Persians  custuoie,  said  that  he  was,  (with  the  rest)  of  this  opinion, 
Una  the  first  maister  had  no  further  title  in  his  seruaunt,  hauing  in 
Butch  necessity  not  onely  forsaken  him,  but  throwen  him  into  the 
tu°eate,  and  that  for  the  good  turnes  whych  the  second  maister  had 
don  him,  he  ought  by  good  right  to  be  hys :  wherefore  by  kepyng 
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bini,  he  did  no  wrong,  force,  or  iniury  to  the  first.     AI  the  rest  at 
the   table  (which  were  very   discret  and   honest  persons)   sayd 
altogyther   that  they  were  of  hys  opinion.     The  knighl  content 
with  tliat  answer,  and  specially  bycause  Nicholas  Chasennemie 
had  pronounced  itjaffyrined  that  hee  was  likewyse  of  that  ininde, 
and  afterwards  he  sayd :  "  Time  it  is  then  that  I  render  vnto  you 
the  honor  which  you  haue  done  nie,  in  manner  accordyngly  as  I 
haue  promysed.    Then  he  called  vnto  him  two  of  hys  seruaunts, 
and  sent  them  to  the  gentlewoman,  whom  hee  had  caused  to  be 
apparelled  and  decked  very  gorgeously,  praying  hirby  hir  presence 
to  content  and  satisfie  al  the  company.  And  she  taking  in  hir  armes 
bir  little  faire  sonne.came  into  the  hall,  accompanied  with  the  two 
seruauntes,  and  was  placed  (as  it  pleased  the  kn^'ght)  besides  a 
very  honest  gentleman,  and  then  he  sayde :  "  Syrs,  behold  the 
thing  which  I  loue  best,  and  purpose  to  loue  aboue  all  worldly 
things,  and  whither  I  haue  occasion  so  to  doe,  your  eyes  may  bee 
iudges."    The  gentlemen  doing  their  reuerence  vnto  hir,  greatly 
praised  hir,  and  said  to   the  knight  that  ther  was  good  reason  why 
she  oughte  to  be  beloued :  vpon  which  commendations  they  began 
more  attentyuely  to  behold  hir,  and  many  of  them  would  haue 
sayd  and  sworne  that  it  bad  bin  shee  in  deede  if  it  had  not  bia 
thought  that  she  had  bin  dead.     But  Nicholas  beheld  hir  more 
than  the  rest,  who  very  desirous  to  know  what  she  was,  could  not 
forbeare  (when  he  saw  that  the  knight  was  a  little  departed  from 
the  place)  to  aske  hir  whyther  shee  was  of  Bologna,  or  astraunger. 
When  the  gentlewoman  saw  hir  husband  to  ask  hir  that  question, 
she  could  scarce  forbeare  from  making  aunswere,  notwithstanding 
to  atchieue  that  whych  was  purposed,  site  helde  hir  peace.  Another 
asked  heryf  that  little  boye  was  hers  :  and  another  if  shee  were  the 
wyfe  of  mayster  Gentil,  or  any  kin  vnto  him :  vnto  whom  shee 
gaue  no  answere  at  all.     But  when  maister  Gentil  came  in,  one  of 
the  straungers  sayd  vnto  him  :   "  Syr,  thys  gentlewoman  is  a  very 
good  creature,  but  she  secmetfi  to  be  dumbe:  is  it  true  or  not?" 
"  Syrs,"  sayde  maister  Gentil,  "  that  is  but  a  little  argument  of 
hir  vertue  for  this  time  to  hold  hir  peace."     "  Tell  vs  then  (sayde 
hee)  what  is  she?"  "  That  wil  I  do  very  gladly,"  sayd  the  knight, 
"  vnder  condition  that  none  of  you  shall  remoue  out  of  bis  place  for 
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any  thing  I  speake,  vntill  I  haue  ended  my  tale."  Which  request 
being  graunted,  and  the  tabic  taiccn  vp,  niaistcr  Gentil  which  vraa 
set  downe  b3'  the  gentlewoman,  sayd  :  "  My  maysters,  this  gentle- 
woman is  the  loyal!  and  faithful  seruant,of  whomearst  I  propounded 
the  question,  whom  I  haue  releeued  from  aniids  the  streute, 
whither  bir  kin,  little  caring  for  hir,  threw  hir  as  a  vile  and  vnpro- 
fitable  thing :  and  haue  by  my  great  care  brought  to  passe,  that  I 
haue  discharged  hir  from  death,  vpon  an  affection  which  God 
knoweth  to  be  so  pure  and  perfect,  as  of  a  lumpe  of  dead  lothsome 
flesh  hee  hath  reuiued  so  fayre  and  freshe  as  ^-ou  see:  but  to  the 
intent  you  may  more  playniy  vnderstand  how  it  is  come  to  passe, 
I  will  open  the  same  in  few  words."  And  beginning  at  the  day 
when  he  fell  in  loue  witli  hir,  he  particularly  told  them,  what  had 
chaunced  till  that  time,  to  the  great  maruell  and  admiration  of 
them  that  heard  him,  and  then  added  these  woordes :  "  By  meanes 
wjiereof,  if  your  minde  be  not  chaunged  within  this  litle  time 
and  specially  master  Nicholas,  of  good  right  she  is  my  wife,  and 
none  by  iust  title  can  clayme  hir."  Whereunto  none  at  al  made 
answere,  looking  that  he  shoulde  haue  proceeded  further.  In  the 
meanc  while  Nicholas  and  the  rest  that  were  there,  fell  into  earnest 
weepinge.  But  maister  Gentil,  rising  from  the  borde  and  taking 
in  his  armes  the  little  childe,  and  the  gentlewoman  by  the  hand, 
went  towardes  Nicholas,  and  sayd  vntohim:  "  Rise  vp  sir  gossip, 
I  do  not  restore  vnto  thee  thy  wife,  whom  thy  frends  and  housholde 
did  cast  into  the  streat,  but  I  will  geue  thee  this  gentlewoman  my 
gossip,  with  the  litle  childe,  that  is,  as  1  am  assured  begotten  of 
thee,  for  whom  at  the  christening  I  made  answere  and  promise, 
and  called  him  Gentil,  and  do  pray  thee  that  she  be  no  lesse 
esteemed  of  thee  now  (for  being  in  my  house  almost  three  moneths) 
than  she  was  before :  for  1  swere  by  the  Almighty  God,  who  made 
me  in  loue  with  hir,  (peraduenture  that  my  loue  might  be  the 
cause  of  hir  preseruation)  that  she  neuer  liued  more  honestly  with 
hir  father,  mother,  or  with  thee,  than  she  hath  done  in  company  of 
my  mother."  When  he  bad  sayd  so,  he  returned  towards  the 
gentlewoman,  and  sayd  vnto  hir:  "  Maistresse,  from  this  time 
forth,  1  discharge  you  of  the  promise  which  you  haue  made  me, 
and  leaue  you  to  your  husband  franke  and  free."    And  when  he 


fl04  MI8TEBS8B   KATBBHIMB   OF   BOLOONA. 

had  bettowed  the  gentlewoman,  and  the  cfaylde  in  the  father's 
armes,  be  returned  to  his  place  agayne.  Nicholas  ioyfiilly  receyned 
his  wyfe  and  childe,  for  the  whych  so  mntch  the  more  he  reioysed 
as  bee  was  furthest  of  from  hope  of  hir  recouery,  rendering  innnmer. 
able  thankes  to  the  knight  and  the  rest,  and  moued  with  compas- 
sion bee  wept  for  company,  greatly  praysing  maister  Geatil 
for  that  act,  who  was  commended  of  ech  man  that  heard 
the  reporte  thereof.  The  gentlewoman  was  reoeined 
into  hir  house  wyth  maruellous  ioye :  and  longe 
tyme  after  she  was  gazed  vpon  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Bologna,  as  a  thing  to  their 
great    wonder   reuiued  agayne. 
Afterwards    maister  Gentil 
continued  styll  a  friend 
vnto  Nicholas,  and 
vnto  bys  wyfe 
and  chyl- 
dren. 
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THE  TWENTIETH  NOUELL. 

wlarline  in  the  habile  of  a  marchaunt,  teas  honourahltf  reret/tied 
into  the  fwxM  of  mayster  Thorello,  nho  xcttil  oner  the  sea,  in  rout' 
pantf  of  the  Chrintiam,  and  assigned  a  terme  of  his  mife  when  she 
should  tnnrif  ngatfne :  he  was  taken,  and  caried  to  the  Sovldan  to  be 
hisfaukoner,  who  knorving  him,  and  suffering  fiiinseif  to  be  knomen, 
did  him  great  honour.  Mayster  Thorello  fell  sicke,  and  by  Ma- 
giqne  art  reas  caried  in  a  night  to  Ptivie,  rchere  he  found  his  wyfe 
about  to  mary  agayne,  who  knoainge  him,  returned  home  aith  him 
to  his  oTcne  house. 


Vert  comely  it  is  (sayeth  Cicero  in  the  second  booke  of  hys 
Offices,)  that  noblemens  houses  should  styll  be  open  to  noble 
guests  and  straungers.  A  saying  by  the  honourable  and  other 
estates  to  be  fixed  in  sure  remembraunce,  and  accordingly  practi- 
aed:  for  hospitality  and  houshold  intertaynment,  heapeth  vp 
double  gayne  and  commodity.  The  guest  it  linketh  and  knitteth 
in  fast  band  of  perfect  friendship,  common  familiarity,  disporte  of 
mynde  and  pleasant  recreation,  the  poore  and  needy  it  feedeth,  it 
cberisheth,  it  prouoketh  in  them  deuout  prayers,  godly  blessings, 
and  seruice  in  tyme  of  neede.  Hospitality  is  a  thing  so  diuine, 
as  in  law  of  nature  and  Chryst,  it  was  well  and  brotherly  obserued. 
Lot  disdayncd  not  to  receyue  the  aungels,  which  were  straungers 
vnto  him,  and  by  reason  of  hys  common  vse  thereof,  and  theyr 
frendly  intertaynment,  he  and  his  houshold  was  deiyuered  from 
the  daungcr  of  the  city,  escaped  temporal  fire,  and  obteined 
heauenly  rewarde.  Abraham  was  a  friendly  host  to  straungers, 
and  tlierefore  in  his  old  daycs,  and  in  the  barrein  age  of  his  wyfe 
Sara,  he  begat  Isaac,  letro  albeit  he  was  anethnicke  and  vnbeleuyng 
man,  yet  lyberally  intertained  Moyses,  and  maried  him  to  Sephora, 
one  of  bis  daughters :  the  poore  widow  of  Sarepta  interteined 
Heiias,  and  Symon  the  currior  disdayned  not  Peter,  nor  Lydia  the 
purple  silke  woman,  Paule  and  his  fellowes.  Forget  not  hospitality, 
(saith  the  said  Apostle  Paule,)  for  wyth  the  same  diuers  haue 
pleased  aungels  by  rcceiuing  them  into  theyr  houses,    if  Paule 
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the  true  preacher  of  eternal  1  healtfie,  liath  so  comoiended  kepj 
of  good  houses  which  by  the  former  terrae  wee  call  liospitality, 
then  it  is  a  ihiogto  beevsed  amunges  those  that  bee  able  to  main- 
teine  the  sanie:  who  ought  with  lihcrall  hand  frankely  to  reach 
bread  and  victuals  to  their  acquaintance,  but  specialiy  tostraungers, 
whych  wandering  in  forein  places,  be  vllerly  vnable  to  helpethem- 
selues,  and  peraduenture  in  sutcli  iieede,  as  without  sutch  curtesie, 
do  perishe.  For  the  further  amplification  of  which  verlue,  what 
iiliall  1  neede  to  remember  straunge  and  prophane  histories  f  As  of 
Cymon  of  >\thens,  who  was  so  famous  in  tlie  same,  as  the  tyrant 


Crylias,  wiien  he  wished  for  the  ryches  ol  Scopades  and  the  victories  ^j 
of  Agesiiaus,  forgat  not  also  to  craue  the  liberality  of  Cimon.  ^| 
Paouuius  also,  the  prynce  of  Campania,  so  friendly  entertained  ^^ 
Aniiibat,  as  when  his  sonne   to  do  the  Romanes  a  good  turne, 
would  haue  killed  him  as  he  sat  at  supper,  was  staied  by  his  father's 
request  (whom  he  made  pritiy  of  his  intent  before  they  sate  downe.) 
Pacuuius  had  he  not  more  regarded  the  office  of  hospitality,  than 
the  safety  of  his  countrey,  might  fui  wel  by  that  murder,  baue 
defended  the  same  from  the  destruction  whcreunto  afterwards  it 
fel.     Homere  reporietb,   that  Menelaus  fighting  a  combat  with 
Paris  of  Troy  made  iniiocation  and  prayer  vnto  the  gods,  that  he 
might  be  reuenged  vpon  him  for  the  rape  of  his  wife  Helena,  to  the 
intent  the  posterity   hearing  of  his  punishmente,  mighte  feare  to  ^J 
poluie  friendly  housbolde  interteynment.     Wherefore,  sith  hospi- ^| 
tality  liaiii  bene  thus  put  in  vse  in  elder  tyme,  practysed  in  all  ages, 
and  the  poluters  of  the  same  detested  and  accurssed,  and  hath 
notorious  commodities  incident  vnto  it,  1  deeme  it  so  worthy  to 
be  frequented  in  noble  men  and  all  degrees,  as  theyr  palaces  and 
great  houses  should  swarme  wyth  guests,  and  their  gates  lustring 
with  whole  multitudes  of  tlie  poore  to  be  satisfied   with  relief. 
Sutch  hath  ben  the  sacred  vse  and  reuerent  careof  auncient  tyme.  ^M 
Sutch  hath  bene  the  zealous  loue  of  those  whose  fieldesand  barnes,  ^1 
closets,  and  chestes  haue  bene  stored  and  stufled  with  worldely 
wealth,  that  comparing  that  golden  age,  glistering  with  piety  and 
vertue,  to  these  our   worsse  than  copper  days,  cancred  with  all 
corruption,  we  shal  find  the  match    so  like,  as  darke  and  light, 
durt  andaungell  golde.    Ceasing  then  of  furllier  discourse  hereof 
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this  history  folowing  shall   elucidate  aad   displace  the  inutuall 
l)eneuolence  of  two  noble  personages,  the  one  a  mighty  Souldan,an 
cnimy  of  God,  but  yet  a  fryende  to  those  that  fauored  good  enter- 
tainment and  housekepyng :  the  other  a  gentleman  of  Pauie,  a 
vich  and  liberail  marchaunt,  and  a  friendly  welcomer  of  straungers. 
The  Souldan  demaunding  the  way  to  Pauie,  somewhat  digressing 
:from  the  same,  is  not  onely  honourably  conueyed  to  Pauie,  and 
feasted  there,  but  also    sumptuously  cheryshed,  banketled,  and 
x«warded  by  the  sayd  marc.hant  before  his  commyng  thyther.  The 
Biarchant  man  desirous  to  be  one  of  the  ^lolye  voyage  intended  by 
Christian  princes,  passed  ouer  the  seas,  who  put  to  his  shifts  there 
througbe  the  aduerse  lucke  receyued  by  the  Christians,  became  the 
Souldan's  fawconer,  and  afterwardes  knowen  vnto  him  by  certaine 
markesand  signes,  is  with  greater  honor  intertained  of  the  Souldan, 
and  more  richly  guerdoned,  sent  home  agayne  by  "magikearte  to 
anticipate  the  mariage  of  his  wife,  vnto  whom  he  had  prefixed  a 
certain  date  and  terme  to  marry  againe  if  before  that  tyme,  he 
«]id  not  returne.    All  which  noble  entertainment,  and  the  circum- 
stances thereof,  in  this  manner  do  begin.  In  the  time  of  the  empe- 
lourFredericke  thefirste,  the  Chrj-stians  torecouerthe  Holy  Lande, 
made  a  general!  voyage  and  passage  ouer  the  sea.  Salad  ine  a  most 
^ertnous  prynce,  then  Souldan  of  Babylon,  hauing  intelligence 
thereof,  a  certayne  time  before,  determined  in  his  own  person  to 
see  and  espy  the  preparation  which  the  Christian  princes  made  for 
that  passage,  the  better  to  prouide  for  his  owne,  and  hauing  put 
^>rtler  for  hisaffayres  in  lEgypl,  making  as  though  he  would  go  on 
pilgrimage,  tooke  his  iourney  iu  the  apparel  of  a  marcliant,  accom- 
2>aaicd  only  with  two  of  his  chiefest  and  wisest  counsellers,  and 
three  seruaunts.     And  when  he  had  searched  and  trauelled  many 
Christian  prouinccs,  and  riding  through  Lombardy  to  passe  ouer 
the  mountaynes,  it  chaunced   that   betweene  Millan  and  Pauy, 
«onivrhat  late  he  met  wyth  a  gentleman  named  mayster  Thorello 
^e   Istria  of  Pauy,  who  with   his   houshoulde,   his   dogges  and 
^awkes,  for  his  pleasure  went  to  soionie  in  one  of  his  manours, 
that  was  delectably  placed  vpon  the  ryuer  of  Tesino.    And  when 
»iiai8ter  Thorello  sawe  them  come,  thinckinge  that  they  were  certaya 
gentlemen  straungers,  he  desired  to  do  them  honour.     Wherefore 
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Saladine  deinaunding  of  one  of  mayster  Tborcllo  his  men,  how 
farre  it  was  from  thence  to  Pauie,  and  whether  they  might  come 
thither  time  inough  to  go  in,  master  Thorello  would  not  suffer  his 
man  to  speake,  but  he  himself  made  aunswere,   saying:  "  Sir*, 
yee  cannot  get  into  Pauie  in  time,  for  that  the  gates  will  be  shut 
before  your  comming."    Then  sayd  Saladine :  "  TeJl  us  then  wee 
pray  you,  bicause  we  be  straungers,  where  wee  may  lodge  this 
night."     Maisier Thorello  sayd:  "  That  will  I  willingly  do,  I  was 
about  euen  presently  to  send  one  of  my  men  that  be  here,  so  far 
as  Pauie,  about  certayne  businesse,  him  wil  I  appoint  to  be  your 
guide  to  a  place  where  you  shall  haue  very  good  lodging."    /Vad 
callinge  one  of  his  wysest  men  vnto  him,  he  gaue  him  charge  of 
that  he  had  to  do,  and  sent  him  with  them,  after  whom  he  fol- 
lowed :  where  incontynently  in  so  good  order  as  he  could,  caused 
to  be  made  redy  a  sumptuous  supper,  and  the  tables  lo  be  coaered 
in  a  pleasant  garden.     Afterwards  hee  went  himselfe  to  entertajne 
them.     The  seruaunt  talking  with  the  gentlemen  of  many  ihinges, 
conducted  them  at  leysure  somwhat  out  of  the  way  to  protract  the 
time,  to  his  mayster's  house:  and  so  soone  as  maister  Thorello 
espied  them,  he  with  liberall  heart  and  bountiful!  niynde  bad  them 
welcome.  Saladinewhichwasaverywyse  man,  well  perceyued  that 
the  gentleman  doubled  that  they  woulde  not  haue  come  vnto  hym 
if  he  hod  inuited  them  at  their  first  meetinge,  and  for  that  cause, 
to  the  intent  they  should  not  refuse  to  lodge  at  his  house,  he  had 
poliitiqurly  caused  them  to  be  conducted  thither,  and  aunsweringe 
hys  greeting,  sayd :  "  Syr,  if  a  man  may  quarell  with  them  that^^ 
be  curteous,  wee  may  complayne  of  you,  who  leauinge  a  part  ou^H 
way  which  you  haue  caused  somwhat  to  be  lengthened,  without 
«lescruinge  your  good  will,  otherwise  than  by  one  onely  salutation, 
you  huue  constrayned  vs  to  take  and  receyue  this  your  so  great 
curtesie."     The  wise  and  well  spoken  knight,  sayd :  "  Syr,  thys 
curtesie  which  you  receyue  of  me,  in  rcpectof  that  which  belongeth 
vnto  you,  as  by  your  countenaunce  I  may  well  coniecture,  is  very 
snail,  but  truely  out  of  Pauie  ye  could  haue  got  no  lodging  that 
had  ben  good  :  and  therefore  be  not  displeased  I  pray  you  to  be 
caried  out  of  the  way,  to  haue  a  little  better  intertaynmenl."    And 
saving  so,  his  men  came  fortli  to  receyue  those  straungers,  and 
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when  ihey  were  lighted,  their  horsses  were  taken  and  conueyed 
into  llie  stables,  and  maystcr  Thorello  caryed  the  three  gentlemen 
to  their  chambers,  which  he  liad  prepared  for  them,  where  their 
bootes  were  pulled  of,  and  excellent  wyne  brought  forth,  some- 
what to  refresh  them  before  supper:  then  he  held  them  with  plea- 
saunt  talke  vntyll  the  houre  of  supper  was  com.  Saladine  and 
they  which  were  with  him,  could  all  speakc  Latine,  and  therefore 
well  vnderstanded,  and  they  lykewise  vndcrsioode  eche  man,  by 
Dieanes  whereof  euery  of  them,  thought  that  the  gentleman  was 
the  most  curteous  and  best  conditioned  personage,  indued  with 
the  most  eloquent  talke  that  euer  they  sawe.  On  the  other  side 
it  seemed  to  mayster  Thorello,  that  they  were  the  noblest  and 
princelik  personages,  and  far  more  worthy  of  estimation  then  he 
thought  before.  VNherefore,  he  was  very  angry  wyih  himselfe, 
that  he  had  no  greater  company  and  better  intertaynment  for 
them  that  night,  which  he  purposed  to  recompence  the  next 
day  at  dinner.  \N  herefore  hee  sent  one  of  hys  men  to  Pauie, 
being  not  farr  from  thence,  to  his  wife,  that  was  a  very  wise  and 
noble  gentlewoman,  and  afterwards  he  brought  theui  into  the 
garden  where  he  curteously  demaunded  what  they  were.  To  whom 
Saladine  answered:  "  We  be  marchaunts  of  Cypres  trauailing  to 
Paris,  about  our  businesse."  Then  said  maister  Thorello:  "  I  would 
to  God  that  this  country  brought  forth  such  gentlemen  as  the  land  of 
Cypres  maketh  marchants."  And  so  passed  the  time  from  one  talke 
to  another,  vntyll  supper  time  came:  wherefore  he  to  honour  them 
the  better  caused  them  tositdowneat  the  table,  euery  of  them  accor- 
ding to  his  degree  and  place:  and  there  they  were  exceadingly  wel 
intreated  and  serued  in  good  order,  their  supper  being  farre  more 
bountifull  than  they  looked  for.  And  they  sate  not  longe  after  that 
the  table  was  taken  away,  but  maister  Thorello  supposing  them  to 
be  wearv,  caused  them  to  be  lodged  in  gorgeous  and  costly  beds  : 
and  he  likewyse  within  a  while  after  went  to  bed.  The  seruaunt 
sent  to  Pauie,  did  the  message  to  his  mistresse,  who  not  like  a 
woman  wyth  a  womanish  heart,  but  like  one  of  princely  mind, 
incontinently  caused  many  of  hir  husbimd's  frends  and  seruaunts 
to  be  sent  for.  Afterwards  she  made  ready  a  great  feast,  and 
inuited  the  noblest  and  chiet'est  citizens  of  the  city  :  apparelling 
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liir  bouse  wyth  clothe  of  gold  and  silke,  tapistrie  and  other  furai- 
turcB,  putting  in  order  all  that  which  hir  husband  had  commauoded. 
The  next  day  in  the  morning  the  gentlemen  rose,  with  whom 
maister  Thorello  mounted  on  horsebacke,  and  caning  with  him 
his  hawks,  he  brought  them  to  the  ryuer,  and  shewed  them  diuers 
iligbtes.  But  Saiadine  demaunding  where  the  best  lodging  was 
in  Pauie,  maister  Thorello  sayd :  "  I  wyll  shew  you  my  selfe, 
for  that  I  haue  occ«sion  to  go  thither."  They  beleeuing  him, 
were  contented,  and  rode  on  their  way,  and  being  about  nine  of  the 
clock,  arriued  nt  the  city,  thinking  they  should  haue  ben  brought 
to  the  best  inne  of  the  towne;  but  maister  Thorello  conueyed 
them  to  his  owne  house,  where  fiftye  of  the  chicfest  citizens,  ready 
to  receiue  them,  sodaynly  appeared  before  them.  W  hich  Saia- 
dine, and  they  that  were  wyth  him  perceyuinge,  coniectured  by 
and  by  what  that  dyd  meane,  and  sayd :  "  Maister  Thorello,  this 
is  not  the  request  wliych  wee  dcmaunded,  your  entertainment 
yesternight  was  to  sumptuous  and  more  then  we  desired,  whereof 
fore  glue  vs  leaue  we  praye  you  to  departe."  Whom  maister 
Tliorello  answered :  "  My  maisters,  for  that  which  ye  receyued 
yesternight  I  wil  giue  thanks  to  Fortune,  and  not  to  you :  for 
I  ouertaking  you  by  the  way,  forced  you  in  a  maner  to  make  your 
rrpayre  vnto  my  homel}'  house ;  but  for  thys  morninge  voyage,  I 
hnue  my  selfe  prepared,  and  likewyse  the  gentlemen  about  you, 
with  whom  to  refuse  to  dine,  if  you  thincke  it  curtesie.doe  as  yee 
please,"  Saiadine  and  his  companions  vanquished  wyth  sutch 
persuation,  lighted,  and  being  receiued  by  the  gentlemen  in  louing 
and  rurtcous  order,  were  conueicd  to  their  chambers,  which  were 
richly  furnishetl  for  them,  and  bauing  put  of  their  riding  apparel, 
and  somewhat  refreshed  tbemseJues,  they  came  into  the  hall,  where 
nil  things  were  in  redinesse  in  triumphant  sorte.  Then  water 
was  brought  them  to  washe,  and  they  placed  at  the  table,  were 
serued  wyth  many  delicate  meats  in  magnificent  and  royal  order, 
in  sutch  wise,  as  if  the  emperour  himseife  had  bene  there  coulde 
not  haue  bene  better  entertayned.  And  albeit  that  Saiadine  and 
his  companions  were  great  lordes,  and  accustomed  to  see  maruey-' 
lous  thynges,  yet  they  wondred  very  mutch  at  thys,  considering 
the  degree  of  the  knight,  whom  they  knew  to  bee  but  a  citizen 
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and  no  prynce  or  great  lord,  \^'hen  dinner  was  done,  and  that 
they  had  talked  a  little  together,  the  weather  waxing  very  hot, 
the  gentlemen  of  Pauie,  (as  it  pleased  mayster  Thorello)  went  to 
take  their  rest,  and  he  remayned  wyth  hi»  three  guests:  with 
whom  he  went  into  a  chamber,  where  to  the  intent  that  nothing 
which  he  had  and  loued  might  be  vnseene,  caused  his  honest  wyfe 
to  be  called  forth :  who  being  very  beautiful  and  wel  i'auored, 
clothed  in  rich  and  costly  array,  accompanied  with  her  two  yong 
sounes,  which  were  like  to  aungels,  came  before  them,  and  gra- 
tiously  saluted  them.  When  they  saw  her,  they  rose  vp,  and 
reuerently  receiued  hir,  then  they  caused  hir  to  sit  downe  in  the 
mids  of  them,  sporting  and  dalying  with  hir  two  fayre  sonnes. 
But  after  she  had  pleasantly  enired  in  talk,  she  asked  them  of 
whence  ihey  were,  and  whither  they  were  going  f  To  whom  the 
gentlemen  made  the  same  aunswere  that  they  had  done  before  to 
maister  Thorello.  Then  the  gentlewoman  sayd  vnto  them  with 
smilinge  cheere:  "  I  perceyue  then  that  mine  aduice  being  a 
woman,  is  come  well  to  passe.  And  therefore  I  pray  you,  that  of 
your  special  grace  you  will  do  me  this  pleasure,  as  not  to  refuse 
or  disdain  the  litle  present  that  I  shall  bring  before  you,  but  that 
you  take  it,  in  consideration  that  women  according  to  their  little 
ability,  giue  little  things,  and  that  yee  regard  more  theaflection  of 
the  person  whych  offrelh  the  gift,  then  the  value  of  the  giuen 
thing."  And  causing  to  be  brought  before  cuery  of  them  two  fayre 
roabes,  the  one  lined  with  silke,  and  the  other  with  meneua^T, 
not  in  fashion  of  a  citizen,  or  of  a  marchant,  but  noblemanlike, 
and  111.  Turkey  gownes  with  sleeues  of  taifata,  lined  with  linnen 
cloth,  she  sayde  vnto  them  :  "  Take  1  pray  you  these  roabes,  with 
the  like  whereof  this  day  I  apparelled  my  husband,  and  the  other 
things  may  also  serue  your  turnes,  although  they  be  little  worth, 
considering  that  yee  be  farre  from  your  wyues,  and  the  greatnesse 
of  your  iomey,  which  you  haue  taken,  and  haue  yet  to  make,  and 
also  for  that  marchantmen  loue  to  be  neat,  and  fine  in  things 
appertinent  to  their  bodies."  The  gentlemen  mutch  maruelled, 
and  playnly  knew  that  maister  Thorello  was  disposed  not  to  forget 
any  one  part  of  curtesie  towards  them,  and.doubted  (by  reason  of 
the  beauty  and  richesse  of  the  roabes  not  marciiantlike,)  that  they 
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should  not  be  knowne  of  mayster   Thorello,  notwithstandinge 
one  of  them  aunswered    l,cr :    "  These   be  (geDllewotnan)   vei 
great  gifh,  and  ought  not  lightly  to  l.e  accepted,  if  your  iiitrca 
did  not  constraine  vs,  agniusl  which  no  denial  ought  'to  be  made.' 
riiai  done,  when  mayster  Thorello  returned  iuto  the  ciiambcr, 
the  gentlewoman  toolce  her  leaiie,  and  went  hir  way :  and  then 
»nee  furnished  the  seniaunts  with  diuers  other  things  necessary 
for  them,  and  mayster  Thorello  obtayned  by  earnest  request,  that 
they  should   t«ry   all   ihat  day.     Wherefore  after  they  had  rt?siedj 
tliemselues  a  while,  they  did  put  on  their  roabes,  and  walked  hrthW 
on  horsebacke  into  the  citty :  and  when  supper  tyme  was  come, 
lliey  were  bountifully  feasted  in  honorable  company :  and  wheft 
bed  time  nppn>ched,  went  to  rest.     And  so  soone  as  it  was  day  tlieyi 
rosr,  and  fouude  in  stcade  of  their  weary  hackneyes,  three  fat  and 
fiiyre  ptlfrcyes,  und  also  the  like  number  of  fresh  and  mighty 
horsses  for  their  seruaunts :   which   Saladine  seeing,   turned   to* 
wattles  his  companions,  and  sayd  vnlo  them :  "  I  sweare  by  God 
that  thrr  was  ncuer  n  more  liberal!  gentleman,  more  courteous  orS 
better  ctmdttioned  than  this  is.     And  if  Christian  kings  for  their" 
put  be  sulch,  I  meanr  indued  with  sntch  kingly  qualities  as  this 
g«nt)em«n  is,  the  Souldan  of  Babylon  shall  haue  inough  to  do  tofl 
deale  with  one,  and  not  to  attend  for  all  those  which  we  see  to  bdV 
in  ptvpaiation  (or  inuasion  of  his  country."    But  seeing  that  to  re- 
ftlMr  ihem  or  rrn»lrr   them  ngaync,  serued   to  no  purpose,  they 
thankn)  him  vrry  humbly,  and  got  vppon  their  horse.     Mayster 
TVmvUo  wytb  many  of  his  freods,  accompanied  them  out  of  the 
dlty  a  gTCM  peece  of  the  way :  and  albeit  that  it  mutch  greeued 
SdUdinr  to  depart  froin  mayster  Thorello  (so  faxre  in  he  was  aJrea- 
d>  in  louc  with  him)  yet  being  constrayned  to  forgo  his  company, 
hcc  praywi  him  tv>  rrtnroe,  ^tho  allhoagfa  very  loth  to  depart,  aayd 
Tntu  ihrm  :  "  Syrs  I  will  be  gone,  sitb  it  is  your  pleasune  I  shall 
•O  do,  aini  yet  I  saj  voio  you,  tlial   I  know  not  what  you  be,  ne 
ytk  denMund  to  know,  but  so  fam  as  pleaseth  you.     But  what 
•MWr  yw  be,  rou  shall  not  laaka  me  beleue  at  this  tyme,  that  yee 
bt  mudMtimics,  and  to  I  bid  jo«  fiwewdl."    Saladine  haoing 
Mkta  l\jr*  \tmtc  of  those  that  accompanied  mayster  Thorello,  ao- 
•Wvd  Imb  t  "  Sjr,  it  may  come  to  pasae,  that  w«  may  let  yoa  see 
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«)ur  marchaundise,  the  better  to  confirme  your  beleefe."  And  so 
departed.  Saladine  then  hauing  thus  taken  his  leaue,  assuredly 
<letennined  if  he  liucd,  and  that  the  warres  he  looked  for  Hid  not 
let  him,  to  do  no  Icsse  honor  to  mayster  Thorello,  then  he  had 
done  to  him,  and  fell  into  great  talke  with  his  companions  of  him, 
of  his  wyfe  and  of  his  things,  acts  and  deedes,  greatly  praysing  all 
his  entertaynment.  But  after  he  had  trauayied  and  vewed  al  the 
west  parts,  imbarkinge  himselfe  and  his  company,  he  returned  to 
Alexandria,  throughly  informed  of  his  enemies  indeuors,  prepared 
for  his  defence.  Mayster  Thorello  returned  to  Pauie,  and  mused 
a  long  time  what  these  three  might  be,  but  he  couldenot  so  mntcli 
as  gesse,  what  they  were.  When  the  tyme  of  the  appoynted  pas- 
sage for  the  Chrystians  was  come,  and  that  great  preparation 
generally  was  made,  mayster  Thorello  notwithstandinge  the  teares 
and  prayers  of  his  wyfe,  was  fully  bent  to  go  thither,  and  hauinge 
set  all  tbinges  in  order  for  that  voyage,  and  ready  to  get  on  horse- 
backe,  he  sayd  vnto  hir  whom  he  perfectly  loued :  "  Sweete  wyfe, 
I  am  goinge  as  thou  seest,  this  iourney,  aswell  for  m3'ne  honour 
sake,  as  for  health  of  my  soule:  I  recommende  vnto  you  our 
goodes  and  honor :  and  bycause  I  am  not  so  certayne  of  my  re- 
tourne,  for  a  thousand  accydentes  that  m.'iy  chaunce,  as  I  am 
sure  to  goe,  I  praye  thee  to  doe  mec  thys  pleasure,  that  what  so 
euer  chaunceth  of  mee,  yf  thou  haue  no  certayne  newes  of  my  life, 
that  yet  thou  tarry  one  yeare,  one  raoneth,  and  one  day,  the  same 
lermetobeginat  the  day  of  my  departure."  The  gentlewoman  whych 
bytterly  wept,  answered  :  "  I  know  not  dear  husband  how  I  shal  be 
able  to  beare  the  sorrowe  wherein  you  leaue  mee,  if  you  goe  awaye : 
but  yf  my  lyfe  bee  more  stronge  and  sharpe,  than  sorrowe  it  selfe: 
and  whether  you  lyue  or  dye,  or  what  so  cuer  come  of  you,  I  wyll 
lyue  and  dye  the  wyfe  of  mayster  Thorello,  and  the  onel}'  spouse  of 
hys  remembraunce."  VV  hereunto  mayster  Thorello  sayde:  "  Sweete 
wyfe,  I  am  more  than  assured  that  touchyng  your  selfe,  it  wyll 
proue  as  you  do  promise  :  but  you  beyng  a  younge  woman,  fayre, 
and  well  allycd,  and  your  vertue  greate  and  well  knowne  through- 
oute  the  countrye,  I  am  sure  that  many  greate  personages  and 
gentlemen  (if  any  suspytyon  bee  conceyued  of  my  death)  wyll 
make  requestes  to  your  brethren  and  kinred,  from  whose  pursute 
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(althoughe  you  be  not  disposed,)  yoD  can  not  defende  your  selfe, 
and  it  beboueth  that  of  force,  you  please  theyr  wil,  wbych  is  the 
ooely  reason  that  moueth  mee  to  demauode  that  tenne,  and  no 
longer  lyme."  The  gentlewoman  sayd :  "  I  wil  doe  what  I  can 
fur  fulfilling  of  my  promyse :  and  albeit  in  the  ende  that  I  shall 
bee  constrayned  to  doe  contrary  to  my  lykyng,  bee  assured  that  I 
wyll  obey  the  charge  whych  nowe  you  haue  gyuen  nie:  and  I 
most  humbly  thanke  Almyghty  God,  that  hee  neuer  brought  vs 
into  these  termcs  before  this  tyme."  Theyr  talke ended,  the  gentle- 
woman weepy ng  embraced  masyterThorello,  and  drawyng  a  ryng 
from  hir  fynger,  she  gaue  it  hym,  sayinge:  "  If  it  chaunce  that  £ 
dye  before  1  see  you,  remember  me  when  you  shal  beholdc  the 
same."  He  receiuing  the  ring,  got  vp  vppon  his  horse,  and 
takinge  his  leaue,  went  on  hys  voyage,  and  arriued  at  Genoua 
shipped  himself  in  a  galley,  and  toke  his  way,  whereunto  wind 
and  weather  so  fauored,  as  wythin  fewe  dayes  he  landed  at  Acres, 
and  ioyned  wyth  the  army  of  the  Chrystyans:  wherein  began  a 
great  mortalytye  and  plague,  duryng  which  infection  (what  so 
euer  was  the  cause)  eyther  by  the  Industrie  or  fortune  of  Saladine 
the  rest  of  the  Christians  that  escaped  were  almost  taken  and  sur- 
prised by  him,  without  any  fighte  or  blowe  stricken.  All  which 
were  imprysoned  in  many  cities,  and  deuided  into  diuers  places, 
amongs  whych  prysoners  maistcr  Thorello  was  one,  who  was 
caryed  captyue  to  Alexandria,  where  bcyng  not  knowne,  and 
fearyng  to  be  knowne,  forced  of  necessilie,  gaue  him  sclfe  to  the 
keepyng  of  hawkes,  a  qualitic  wherein  he  had  very  good  skyll, 
whereby  in  the  ende  hee  grew  to  the  aquaintance  of  the  souldan, 
who  for  that  occasion  (not  knowing  him  that  time)  toke  hym  out 
of  pryson,  and  retayned  him  for  his  fawconer.  Maiater  Thorello 
which  was  called  of  the  Souldan  by  none  other  name  than 
Chrystian,  whome  hee  neylher  knewe,  ne  yet  the  Souldan  him, 
had  none  other  thing  in  his  mynde  and  remembraunce  but  Pauie, 
and  manye  lymes  assayed  to  escape  and  run  away :  but  he  neuer 
came  to  the  poynt:  wherfore  dyuers  ambassadoures  from  Genoua 
being  come  to  Saladine,  to  raunsome  certayne  of  theyr  prysoners, 
and  being  ready  to  returne,  hee  thought  to  wryte  vnto  his  wyfe,  to 
let  hir  know  that  he  was  aliue,  and  that  hee  would  come  home  so 
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BOone  as  he  coolde,  praying  hir  to  tarry  his  retourne :  which  was 
the  effecte  of  hys  letter :  verye  earnestly  desiring  one  of  the  am- 
bassadours  of  hi^  acquayntance  to  doe  so  mutch  for  hym  as  safely 
to  dclyuer  those  letters  to  the  handes  of  the  abbot  of  S.  Pietro  in 
del  Doro,  whych  was  hys  vncle.  And  mayster  Thorello  standing 
vppon  these  termes,  it  chaunced  vpon  a  day  as  Saladine  was  tiilking 
with  him  of  his  hawkes,  Thoreilo  began  to  smyie  and  to  make  a 
iesture  wyth  hys  mouth,  whych  Saladine  beyng  at  his  house  at 
Pauie  did  very  well  note,  by  which  act  Saladine  began  to  re- 
member him,  and  earnestly  to  viewe  hym,  and  thought  that  it 
was  he  in  deede.  Wherefore  leauing  his  former  taike,  hesayd: 
"  Tell  me  Chrystian  of  wliat  countrey  thou  art  in  the  west  parts?" 
"  Sir"  sayd  mayster  Thorello,  "  1  am  a  Lombarde,  of  a  city  called 
Pauie,  a  poore  man  and  of  meane  estate."  So  soone  as  Saladine 
heard  that,  as  assured  wherof  he  doubted,  said  to  himself:  "  God 
hath  giuen  me  a  time  to  let  thys  man  know  how  thankfully  I  ac- 
cepted his  curtesy  that  hee  vsed  towards  me,  and  without  any  more 
words,  hauing  caused  all  his  apparell  in  a  chamber  to  be  set  in 
order,  he  broughte  him  into  the  same  and  sayd:  "  Behold 
Christian,  if  amonges  al  these  roabes,  there  be  any  one  which 
thou  hast  scene  before.  Maister  Thorello  began  to  looke  vpon 
them,  and  saw  those  which  his  wj-fe  had  giuen  to  Saladine:  but 
he  could  not  beleue  that  it  was  possible  that  they  should  be  the 
same,  notwithstanding  hee  answered:  "  Sir,  I  knowe  them  not, 
albeit  my  mind  giueth  me  that  these  twayne  do  resemble  the 
roabes  which  somtimes  1  ware,  and  caused  them  to  be  giuen  to 
three  marchaunt  men  that  were  lodged  at  my  house."  Then  Sala- 
dine not  able  to  forbeare  any  longer,  tenderly  imbraced  him, 
saying:  "  You  be  maister  Thorello  de  lstria,and  I  am  one  of  the 
three  marchants  to  whom  your  wife  gaue  those  roabes:  and  now 
the  time  is  come  to  make  you  certenly  beleue  what  my  marchaun- 
dise  is,  as  I  tolde  you  when  I  departed  from  you  that  it  myght 
come  to  passe."  Maister THorello  liearyng  those  wordes,  began  to 
be  both  ioyfull  and  ashamed,  ioyfull  for  that  lie  had  entertained 
sutch  a  guest,  and  ashamed,  that  his  fare  and  lodging  was  so 
simple.  To  whom  Saladine  sayd:  "  Master  Thorello,  sith  it  hath 
pleased  God  to  send  you  hither,  thynke  from  henceforth  that  you 
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■^he  loni  of  this  place  and  not  I."  And  making  great  chere,and  j«« 
ioysing  one  wytli  an  other,  he  caused  him  to  be  cloathed  in  royail 
vestures,  and  brought  him  into  the  presence  of  al  the  noble  men 
of  his  country :  and  after  he  had  rehersed  many  things  of  his 
valor  and  commendation,  commaunded  him  to  be  honoured  as  bis 
owne  person,  of  all  those  which  desired  to  haue  his  fauor:  whicli 
thing  euery  man  dyd  from  that  time  furtii :  but  aboue  the  rest, 
the  two  lords  that  were  in  company  with  Saladine  at  his  house. 
The  greatnesse  of  the  sodain  glory  wherein  maister  Thorello  sanre 
bimselfe,  did  remoue  outc  of  his  mind,  hisaSayres  of  Lombardie. 
and  specially,  bicause  hee  hoped  that  his  letters  should  tmslely  be 
deliuered  to  the  hands  of  his  vncle.  Now  there  was  in  the  camp  of 
the  Christians  the  daye  wherein  they  were  taken  by  Salad ine,  a  gen- 
tleman of  Prouince,  which  dyed  and  was  baryed,  called  maister 
Thon'llo  de  Dignes,  a  man  of  great  estimation :  whereby  (maister 
Thorello  of  Istria  known  through  out  the  whole  army  for  bis 
nobility  and  pro\vesse)  euery  man  that  heard  tell  that  maister 
Thorello  was  dead,  beleued  that  it  was  mayster  Thorello  de  l&tria, 
and  not  lie  de  Dignes,  and  by  reason  of  his  taking,  the  truth 
whether  of  them  was  deade,  was  vnknown:  wherfore  many 
Italians  returned  with  those  newes,  amongs  whom  som  wer  so 
presumptuous,  as  they  toke  vpon  them  to  say  and  aifyrme  that 
they  saw  him  deade,  and  were  at  his  burial:  whycb  knowen  to  bis 
wyfcand  his  friends,  was  an  occasion  of  very  great  and  inestimable 
sorrow,  not  onely  to  them :  but  to  all  other  that  knewe  him. 
Very  long  it  were  to  tell  what  great  sorrow,  heauinesse,  and  lamen- 
tation his  wife  did  vtter,  who  certain  moneths after  shee  had  con- 
tinually so  tormented  hir  self,  (and  when  hir  grief  began  to  de- 
crease, being  deroaunded  of  many  great  personages  of  Lombardie) 
was  coutuello<l  by  hir  brothers,  and  ottier  of  hir  kin,  to  mary 
Again,  ^\'hich  thing  after  she  had  many  lime^efused,  in  very 
great  anguish  and  dolor,  finally  being  constrained  thereunto,  she 
yeldrtl  to  the  minds  of  hir  parents:  but  yet  vpon  condicion,  that 
the  nuptials  xliould  nut  be  celebrate  vntyll  sutch  tyme  as  she  bad 
performed  hir  promise  made  to  maister  Thorello.  Whilest  the 
nOiiirrs  of  this  gentlewoman  were  in  those  termes  at  Pauie,  and 
the  lime  of  liir  appoyntment  within  eight  dayes  approcbed,  it 
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cbauDced  that  maister  Thorello  vpon  a  day  espjred  a  man  in  Alex- 
andria, (which  hee  had  seeDe  before,  in  the  company  of  the  ambas- 
sadors of  Geiioua,)  Roing  into  the  galley  that  was  bound  with 
them  to  Genoua,  wiierfore  causing  hiin  to  be  called,  he  demaund  - 
ed  what  voyage  they  had  made,  and  asked  him  when  tiiey  arriued 
at  Genoua  P  To  whom  he  sayd:  "  Sir  the  galley  made  a  very  ill 
voyage  as  I  heard  say  in  Creta,  wheie  I  remayned  behynd  them, 
for  being  neare  the  coast  of  Sicilia  there  rose  a  maruellous  tempest, 
which  droue  the  galley  vpon  the  shoare  of  Barbarie,  and  not  one 
of  them  within  bord  escaped,  amongs  wliome  two  of  my  brethren 
were  likewise  drowned."  Mayster  Thorello  giuing  credite  to 
the  words  of  this  fellow,  which  were  very  true,  and  reniembring 
bimselfe  that  the  terme  whych  he  had  couenaunted  with  his  wyfe 
was  almost  expired,  and  thinkinge  that  they  could  hardly  come 
by  the  knowledge  of  any  newes  of  hym  or  of  his  slate,  beleucd 
verily  that  his  wyfe  was  maried  agayne,  for  s  irrow  whereof  he 
fell  into  sutch  melancholy,  as  he  had  no  lust  to  eate  or  drinke, 
and  laying  him  downe  vpon  his  bed,  determined  to  die:  whych 
so  scone  as  Saladine,  (who  greatly  loued  hym)  did  vnderstand,  he 
came  to  visite  him,  and  after  that  he  had  (through  instant  request) 
knowen  the  occasion  of  his  heauiness  and  disease,  hee  blamed 
bim  ver}'  uiutch  fur  that  he  did  no  sooner  disclose  vnto  him  his 
conceipt:  and  afterwards  prayed  him  to  be  of  good  cheere,  assur- 
ing him  if  he  would,  so  to  prouide  as  he  shonlde  be  at  Pauie,  iust 
at  the  teime  which  he  had  assigned  to  bis  wyfe:  and  declared 
vnto  him  the  order  how.  Mayster  Thorello  geuinge  credit  to  the 
words  of  Saladine,  and  hauinge  many  times  heard  say,  that  it  was 
possible,  and  that  the  like  had  bene  many  times  done,  began  to 
comfort  bimselfe,  and  to  vse  the  company  of  Saladine,  who  detsr- 
mined  fully  vpon  his  voyage  and  return  to  Pauie.  Then  Saladine 
commaunded  one  of  his  nycromancers,  (whose  science  already  be 
had  well  experienced)  that  hee  shoulde  deuise  the  meanes  how 
mayster  Thorello  might  be  borne  to  Pauie  in  one  night,  vpon  a 
bed  :  whereuoto  the  nycromancer  aunswered,  that  it  should  be 
done,  but  that  it  behoueth  for  the  better  doing  thereof,  that  he 
should  be  cast  into  a  sleepe :  and  when  Saladine  had  geuen  order 
thereunto,  he  returned  to  mayster  Thorello,  and  finding  him  fullj 
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pur|>08e<1  to  be  at  Pauy  if  it  were  possible  at  the  terme  which  he 
had  aasigned,  or  if  not,  to  die:  sayd  thus  unto  him:  "  May&tet 
Thorelki,  if  you  do  hearteiy  loue  your  wyfe  and  doubt  least  she 
be  married  to  an  oilier,  God  forbid  that  1  should  *tay  you  by  any 
manner  of  meaner,  bicausc  of  all  (he  women  that  eucr  i  saw,  she  ii 
for  maners,  comely  behauiour,  and  decent  order  of  npparell,  (not 
remembring  her  beauiy,  which  iis  but  a  fading  flourc)  uiee  thyncJce 
most  worthy  to  bee  praysed  and  loued.  A  gladsome  ihynge  k 
woulde  haue  beene  tn  mee  (sith  fortune  sent  you  hiiber)  that  the 
tyme  which  you  and  1  haue  to  Hue  in  this  worlde,  we  myght  haue 
spent  together,  and  lined  lordes  of  the  kini^domc  which  I  possease, 
and  if  God  be  minded  not  to  do  me  that  grace,  at  least  vtys-e  sitb 
you  be  determined  either  to  dye  or  to  returne  to  Fauie,  at  the 
terme  which  you  haue  appointed,  my  great  desire  is,  that  I  myght 
haue  Icnowen  the  same  in  time,  to  the  intenteyou  myghtehaue  bene 
conducted  thither  wyth  sutch  honour  and  iraya  as  your  verlues  do 
deserae :  which  sith  God  wyl  not  that  it  bee  brought  to  passe,  and 
that  you  wyll  neades  be  there  presently,  I  wyll  send  you  as  I  can 
in  manner  before  expressed."  Wlicreunto  maisterThorello  said : 
"  Sir,  the  effect  (bisides  your  wordes)  hath  don  me  suiiycient 
knowledge  of  your  good  wyli,  which  1  neuer  deserued,  and  that 
wliyrh  you  told  me,  1  cannot  beleeue,  so  long  as  iyfe  is  in  me, 
and  therefore  am  most  certayne  to  dye :  but  sith  I  am  so.  det^r-> 
myncd,  I  beseeche  you  to  do  that  which  you  haue  promised  out 
of  bund,  bicausc  to  nioirow  is  the  last  day  of  the  appoynlmeot 
assigned  to  my  wyfe."  Saladine  said,  that  for  a  truth  the  same 
should  l>e  don :  and  the  next  day  the  Souldan  purposing  to  send 
him  the  nyght  following,  he  caused  to  l>e  made  ready  in  a  great 
hall  n  very  fayre  and  rych  bed,  all  quilted  accordyng  to  their 
manner  (wytli  vyiuet  anil  clothe  of  gold,  and  caused  to  be  Jayed 
ouer  the  stunc,  a  couerlct  wrouglue  oucr  with  borders  of  very 
great  pearles,  and  rich  precious  stones :  which  euer  afterwardes 
was  deemed  to  be  |in  intinito  treasure,  and  two  pillowes  sutelike 
vnto  that  bed  :  that  don,  be  commaundcd  that  they  should  inuest 
maistcr  I'horello,  (who  now  was  lustie)  with  a  Sarazine  roabe,  the 
richext  and  fairest  thing  thai  euer  anye  man  saw,  and  vpon  his 
head   one   o(  hi*  longest  bauds,    wreatlieu    according    to   tbeyr 
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ring  vpon  bis  finger  whych  was  beset  wyth  a  diamonde,  so  sbining> 
aa  it  aeeraed  like  a  fiamynge  torche,  the  vaJue  whereof  was  hard  to 
bee  esteemed.  Then  he  caused  to  bee  girte  about  him,  a  sworde> 
the  furniture  and  garnishing  wherof  couide  not  easily  be  raJued. 
md  besides  all  thys,  hce  honge  vppon  hys  necke  a  tablet  or  brooche 
so  beset  wyth  stones^  and  pearles,  as  the  lyke  was  neuer  seene. 
And  afterwards  he  placed  on  either  of  h^'s  sides,  two  ejicediog 
great  golden  l>asens,  full  of  double  ducates,  and  many  cordes  of 
pearles  and  rings,  girdels,  and  other  things  to  tedious  to  reherse, 
wherewith  he  bedecked  tire  place  about  him.  Which  done,  he 
kissed  him  againe,  and  wylled  the  necromancer  to  make  hact. 
Wherfore  incontinently  maister  Thorello,  and  the  bed,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Saladine  was  caried  out  of  sight  and  Saladine  taried  stii, 
deuising  and  talkyng  of  hym  amongs  his  barons.  Maister  Thorelio 
being  now  laid  in  S.  Peter  churche  at  Pauie,  according  to  his 
vequest,  with  al  his  ieweis  and  habilliments  aforesayd  about  him, 
and  yet  fast  a  slepe,  the  sexten  to  ring  to  mattens,  entred  the 
church  with  light  in  his  hand :  and  chauncing  sodenly  to  espy  the 
rych  beH,dyd  notonelymaruel  therat,  butalso  ran  away  in  great  feare. 
And  witen  the  abbot  and  the  monkes  saw  that  hee  made  sutch 
hast  away,  they  were  abashed,  and  asked  the  cause  why  he  ranne  so 
fast?  The  sexten  told  them  the  matter:  "  Why  how  now?"  sayde 
the  abbot,  "  Thou  art  not  sutch  a  babe,  ne  yet  so  newlye  come 
vnto  the  church,  as  thou  oughtest  so  lightly  to  be  afraide.  Bat 
let  vs  goe  and  see  what  bug  hath  so  terribly  frayed  thee."  And 
then  they  lighted  many  torches:  and  when  the  abbot  and  bis 
motikes  were  entred  the  church,  they  saw  that  wonderfull  rich  bed, 
and  the  gentleman  sleeping  vpon  the  same.  And  as  they  were  id 
this  doubte  and  feere,  beholding  the  goodly  ieweis,  and  dorst  not 
goe  nearc  the  bed,  it  cliaunced  that  maister  Thorello  awaked, 
fetchyng  a  gret  sighe.  Tlie  monkes  so  soone  as  they  saw  that, 
and  the  abbot  with  them,  ran  all  away  crying  out,  "  God  help  vb, 
our  I^ord  haue  mercy  vpon  vs."  Maister  Thorello  opened  his  eyes, 
and  playnly  knew  by  lokiiig  round  about  him,  that  he  was  in  the 
place  where  he  demaunded  to  be  of  Saladine  whereof  he  was  very 
glad,  and  rising  up,  and  viewing  pariicularily,  what  he  had  about 
him,  albeit  he  knew  before  the  magnificence  of  Saladine,  nowJie 
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tboogbte  it  greater,  and  better  vnderstood  the  same  than  before 
Bntseeynge  the  monkes  run  away,  and  knowyng  the  cause  where- 
fore, he  began  to  call  the  abbot  by  hys  name,  and  intreuted  bym 
not  to  be  affrayde:  for  he  was  mayster  Thorello  his  nephewe. 
The  abbot  hearyng  that  was  dryuen  into  a  greater  feare,  bicanse 
he  was  accompted  to  bee  dead  diuers  moneths  before:  but  after- 
wards by  diuers  arguments,  assured  that  hee  was  maiiter  Tborello, 
and  so  often  called  by  hys  name  (makinge  a  signe  of  the  crosse)  he 
went  vnto  him.  To  whom  mayster  Thorello  sayd :  "  Whereof  be 
you  a  frayd  good  father?  I  am  aliue  I  thanke  God,  and  from 
beyond  the  sea  returned  hyther."  The  abbot  (although  he  had  a 
great  beard,  and  apparelled  ufier  the  guise  of  Arable)  crossed  hym- 
selfe  agaync,  and  was  wel  assured  that  it  was  he.  Then  be  tooke 
hym  by  the  hande,  and  sayde  vnto  hym  as  followeth :  "  My  sonne 
thou  art  welcome  home,  and  maruell  not,  that  wee  were  afrayd : 
for  there  is  none  in  all  thys  citty,  but  doth  certainly  beleeue  that 
thou  art  dead.  In  so  mutch  as  madame  Adalietta  thy  wyfe,  van- 
qnished  with  the  prayers  and  threates  of  hir  frinds  and  kin,  agaynst 
hir  will  is  betrouthed  agayne,  and  this  day  the  espousals  shall  be 
done.  For  the  mariage,  and  all  the  preparation  necessary  for  the 
feast,  is  ready  "  Mayster  Thorello  risinge  out  of  the  rich  bed,  and 
reioysing  wyth  the  abbot  and  all  his  monks,  praied  euery  of  them 
not  to  speakc  one  word  of  his  comminge  home,  vntill  he  had  done 
what  he  was  disposed.  Afterwards  placing  al  his  rich  iewels  in 
surety  and  sauegard,  hee  discoursed  vnto  his  vncle  what  bad 
chaunced  vnto  hym  tilt  that  time.  The  abbot  ioyfuli  for  his  for- 
tune, gaue  thankes  to  God.  Then  mayster  Thorello  demaundcd 
of  his  vncle,  what  he  was  that  was  betrouthed  to  hys  wyfe.  The 
abbot  tolde  hym  :  to  whom  mayster  Thorello  sayd:  "  Before  my 
returne  be  knowen,  1  am  desirous  to  see  what  countenauncL-  my 
wyfe  wyl  make  at  the  mariage.  And  therefore,  albeit  that  tlie 
religious  doe  not  vse  to  repayre  to  sutcli  feastes,  yet  1  pray  yon 
for  my  sake  take  payne  to  go  thither."  The  abbot  aunswered  that 
he  would  willingly  doe  so.  And  so  soone  as  it  was  daye,  hee 
lente  woorde  to  the  brydegrome,  that  he,  and  a  frende  of  hys, 
wouide  bee  at  the  mariage:  whereunto  the  gentleman  aunswered. 
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thai  he  was  very  glade  thereof.     WUen  dinner  tjme  was  come; 
mayster  Thorello  in  the  babite  and  apparel  whereia  he  was,  wenc 
with  the  lord  abbot  to  the  weddinge  dinner,  wliere  euery  of  them 
that  saw  him,  did  maruellously  beholde  him,  but  no  mun  knew 
hhn^  bicause  the  abbot  aanswered  them  that  inquired,  that  he  wu 
aSnrazenc,  sent  ambassador  lirom  the  Souldan  to  the  French  kinge. 
Mayster  Thorello  was  then  placed  at  a  table  which  was  right  ouer 
Bgaynst  his  wyfe,  whom  he  beheld  with  greut  pleasure  and  delight, 
and  perceyued  very  wel  by  hir  face  that  she  was  not  well  content 
with  that  mariage.     She  likewise  beheld  bim  sometimes,  not  for 
any  knowledge  she  had  of  hym,  for  hys  great. beard  and  straunge 
attire,   tlie  iirme  credite  and  generall  opinion  also  that  hee  was 
deade,   chiefly  hinclred  it.    But  when  mayster  Thorello  thought 
tyme  to-  proue  whether  she  bad  any  remembraunce  of  him,  he 
secretly  conuayed  into  hys  hande,  the  ring  which  she  gaue  him  at 
hys  departure,  and  called  a  little  boy  that  wayted  vpon  hir,  and 
sayd  vnto  hym :    "  Go  tell  the  bryde    in  my  behalfe,   that  the 
custome  of  my  countrey  is,  that  when  any  straunger  (as  I  am  here) 
is  bydden  by  any  new  maried  woman  (as  she  is  now,)  for  a  token  of 
his  welcome,  she  sendeth  vnto  him  the  cup  wherein  she  drinketh 
fiiU  of  wyne,  whereof  after  the  straunger  haih  dronke  what  pleaseth 
him,  he  couereth  the  cup  agayne,  and  sendeth  the  same  to  the 
bryde,  who  drinketh  the  rest  that  remayneth."    The  page  did  bis 
message  vnto  the  bryde,  who  like  a  wise  gentlewoman  wel  brought 
Vp,  thinking  he  had  ben  some  great  personage,  to  declare  that  he 
was  welcome,  commaunded  a  great  cup  all  gilt,  standing  before 
hir,  to  be  washed  cleane,  and  to  be  filled  ful  of  wyne,  and  caried  to 
the  gentleman,  which  accordingly  was  don.     Mayster  Thorello 
hauing  put  into  hys  mouth  the  aforesayd  ring,  secretly  let  fall  the 
same  into  the  cup  as  he  was  drinking,  not  perceyued  of  any  man, 
to  the  intent  that  she  drinking  the  latter  draught,  might  espy  the 
ringe.    When  he  had  dronk,  he  returned  the  cup  vnto  the  btyde, 
who  thankfully  receyued  the  same.     And  for  that  the  manner  of 
his  countrey  might  be  accomplished,  when  the  cup  was  deliuered 
vnto  hir,  she  vncouered  the  same,  and  pleadging  the  rest  of  the 
wyne,    beheld   the   ring,  and  without  speaking  any  word,  wel 
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deuoirs  for  defence  of  their  couDtrey.  Remember  the  care  the 
Romaiie  malrones  had  for  those  that  deserued  well  of  their  coi 
mon  wealth:  as  how  they  mourned  for  Lucius  Brutus  one  whol( 
yere's  space,  for  his  good  rcuenge  ouer  the  rauishers  of  Lucrecei 
and  for  Martius  Coriolanus,  for  hys  piety  and  mother's  sake,  di 
charging  his  countrey  from  the  enemies  siege.  Let  mistrei 
Paolina  of  the  priuy  chamber  to  this  queene  Anne,  render  exompl 
for  preferment  of  sutch  as  be  worthy  to  be  cherished  and  esteem 
O  luiw  liberality  beseemeth  a  queene,  no  lesse  (as  one  makei 
comparison)  than  the  bright  beames  of  the  sunne,  or  the  twinkling 
starres  in  tlie  firmament.  Oh  bow  diligence  in  gentlewomen,  ad- 
naunced  to  princes  chambers,  no  lesse  than  the  greene  leaues  to 
braunched  trees,  ordyuers  coloured  floures  in  nosegayes.  So  flou- 
rishing be  the  fruites  that  bud  from  liberality,  and  freshe  the  be- 
nefites  that  succeede  of  the  payneful  trauayles  sustayned  in  the 
cutes  of  seruiceabie  gentlemen.  This  Philippo  whom  the  queei 
preferred,  and  liberaUy  rewarded,  was  a  meane  gentleman,  b 
yet  learned  and  well  furnished  with  commendable  qualities.  H 
deserued  aduauncement  may  stirre  vp  ech  gentle  heart,  to  roeri 
and  seme  in  common  wealth.  His  warninge  and  other  venues 
may  awake  the  sluggish  courtier,  from  loytering  on  carpets,  and 
doingc  thinges  vnseemely:  his  diligence  also  reuiue  the  blockish 
sprites  of  some  that  rout  their  tyme  in  sluggish  sleepe,  or  waste 
the  day  in  harlotrie  and  other  filth}'  exercise.  Whose  example  yf 
they  practise,  or  imitate  sutch  commendable  life  as  becommeth 
their  estates,  then  glory  will  followe  their  deedes,  as  the  shadowe 
doeth  the  body.  Then  welfare  and  liuelihoode  aboundantly  shal 
bee  mynisired  to  supply  want  ol'  patrimonie  or  defect  of  parents 
portion.  And  thus  the  hystory  doth  begin.  Not  long  siihens 
queene  Anne,  the  sister  of  Lewes,  that  was  king  of  Hungarie,  and 
wife  to  Ferdinando  archeduke  of  Austriche,  (which  at  this  day  is 
parcel  of  the  kingdome  of  Hungary  and  Boeme,)  together  with 
the  lady  Mary  daughter  of  Philip  kynge  of  Spayne,  and  wife  of 
the  sayd  Lewes,  went  to  kccpe  bir  abode,  and  soiorne  in  Hispurge, 
a  countrey  among  the  Dutch  very  famous,  where  many  tymes 
the  court  of  the  liungarian  prynces  longe  space  remayned. 
These  two  noble  queenes  remained  within  the  palace  of  king 
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Maximilian,  etnperour  at  that  time  elected,  wliicli  palace  is  so 
neare  adioyning  to  the  cathedrall  church,  as  without  sight  of  the 
people  at  their  pleasure  thej  mighte  by  a  secrete  gallcrie  passe 
to  the  church  to  heare  diuine  seru^xe  accustomabiy  celebrated 
there.  Which  vse  they  dayly  obserued  with  theyr  ladies  and 
gentlewomen,  and  other  lordes  and  gentlemen  of  the  court.  In 
which  church  was  made  and  erected  a  high  place  in  manner  of  a 
closet  gorgeously  wrought,  and  in  royall  manner  apparelled  of 
sotch  amplitude  as  it  was  hable  to  receyue  the  whole  trayn  and 
company  attendant  vpon  the  persons  of  the  two  quenes.  Now 
it  came  to  passe  that  a  gentleman  of  Cremona  in  Italy  called 
Philippo  di  Nicuoli,  whych  in  those  da^-es  by  reason  of  the 
recouery  of  the  duchie  of  Milane,  by  the  Frenche,  departed  Lom- 
bardie,  and  went  to  Hispurge,  and  was  secretaric  to  signa  Andrea 
Borgo,  bicause  he  was  well  learoed,  and  could  wryte  very  fayre, 
and  therwithall  a  proper  and  very  haundsome  man.  This  yong 
gentleman  very  mutch  frequenting  the  church,  and  seeing  the 
beauty  of  queene  Anne,  to  excel!  all  the  reast  of  the  ladies,  adorned 
and  garnished  with  princely  hehauiour  and  queenelyke  qualytyes, 
not  foreseeyng  (when  hee  beheld  hir)  the  nature  of  loue,  whych 
once  being  possessed,  neuer  leaueth  the  pacient  til  it  hath  infebled 
his  state  lyke  the  quality  of  poyson,  distillinge  through  the  vaynes, 
euen  to  the  heart.  Which  louing  venim  this  gentleman  did 
drinke  with  the  lookes  of  his  eyes,  to  satisefy  and  content  his 
desired  minde  by  vewinge  and  intentife  considering  hir  wonderful 
beauty,  that  rapt  beyond  measure,  he  was  myserably  intangied 
wyth  the  snares  of  blind  and  deceiptfull  loue,  wherewith  he  was 
So  cruelly  inflamed,  as  he  was  lyke  to  sorte  out  of  the  bounds  of 
reason  and  wyt.  And  the  more  he  did  beholde  the  hyghnesse  of 
hir  maiesty,  and  the  excellency  of  so  great  a  lady,  and  therewithal! 
did  weigh  and  consider  hys  base  degree  and  lignage,  and  the  poore 
state  whereunto  frowarde  fortune  tijat  tyme  had  brought  him,  the 
more  he  thought  hymselfe  frustrate  and  voyde  of  hope,  and  the 
more  the  perillous  flames  of  loue  did  assayleand  fire  his  amorous 
heart,  kindlinge  hys  inward  partes  with  loue  so  deepely  ingraffed, 
us  it  was  impossible  to  be  rooted  out.  Mayster  Philippo  then  in 
^is  manner  (as  you  baue  heard)  knotted  and  intrapped  within  the 
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fiDets  and  teoes  of  lose,  svppoMig  aU  labour  which  bee  should 
imfioj  to  be  lost  and  coorauKd,  throi^hly  bent  hitnselfe  with 
care  and  dBigfte  to  atdueue  tbb  hvgli  and  hooorable  enterpri 
whatMCBer  AooM  cone  of  it :  vbjch  effevtnailr  be  pursued. 
For  alvaja  wfacn  tbe  qaecaes  were  at  church  to  heare  deuin< 
jftraice,  be  £ijied  not  to  bee  there.  And  baaioge  done  his  dnetj' 
fall  reoerenoe,  vhjch  tctv  oomely  be  could  do,  be  tr^ed  to  bestoir^ 
faiandie  djrectlj  oaer  agayntt  hir:  where  delitinge  in  the  beaut 
of  tbe  queene  whjcb  dajlr  more  aixl  more  inflamed  bis  hci 
vooU  not  depart  from  tbence,  tvU  the  queeoes  were  disposed  to 
goe.  And  if  perchaunce  fbr  KMoe  occasion,  the  queenes  went  not 
to  cborcb,  maister  Phiiippo  fbr  all  that  (were  his  bnsioesse  neueif 
so  great  and  needefulJ)  would  vouchsafe  at  least  wise  to  visite  thi 
place,  where  he  was  wont  to  see  his  ladj.  Sutch  is  the  ordi; 
force  of  loae  that  although  hbertv  of  ^ght  and  calke  be  depryui 
from  tlie  pacienc,  yet  it  doeth  hym  good  to  treade  in  tbe  steps 
that  ground  where  his  mistresse  doth  Tsually  haunt,  or  to  see 
the  place  vppoD  whych  she  eased  hir  tender  corps,  or  leaned  hir 
delicate  elbowes.  Thys  young  man  bayted,  and  fed  in  amoroui 
tDjes  and  deuyses,  now  armed  wyth  hope,  and  by  and  by  disarm< 
by  despayre,  reuolued  in  hys  mynde  a  thousand  thoughts  and 
cogitations.  And  although  he  knew  that  hys  ladder  had  not  steps 
ioow  to  clyme  so  hygh,  yet  from  his  determined  purpose  bee  was 
not  able  tu  remone :  but  rather  the  more  difficult  and  daungeroi 
hys  enterpryse  seemed  to  bee,  the  more  grew  desire  to  prosecute 
and  obiecl  hymselfe  to  all  daungers.  If  peraduenture  the  queenes 
for  their  disport  and  pastime  were  disposed  to  walke  into  the 
fieldes  or  gardens  of  the  citty  of  Hispurge,  he  fayled  not  in  com- 
pany of  other  courtiers  to  make  one  of  the  troupe,  beinge  no  houre 
at  rest  and  quiet  if  he  were  not  in  the  sight  of  queene  Anne,  or 
neere  the  place  where  shee  was.  At  that  time  there  were  many 
gentlemen  departed  from  Lnmbardy  to  Hispurge,  which  for  tbe 
most  part  followed  the  lord  Francisco  Sforza  the  second,  by  whom 
they  hoped,  when  the  duchy  of  My  lane  was  recouered,  to  be  res- 
tored to  their  countrey.  There  was  also  chamberlayne  to  the  sayd 
lorde  Francesco,  one  maysier  Girolamo  Borgo  of  Verona,  hetwene 
whom  and  mayster   Phiiippo,  was  very  neere    freendsbip  au^ 
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faniiliarity.  And  bicause  it  cbaunseth  very  selclome,  that  feruent 
loue,  can  be  kept  so  secrete  and  couert,  but  in  some  part  it  will 
discouer  it  selfe,  niayster  Borgo  easily  did  perceyue  the  passion 
wherewith  mayster  Philippo  was  inflamed.  And  one  niaysler 
Philippu  Baldo  mEiny  times  being  in  the  company  of  mayster 
Borgo  and  Philippo,  did  marke  and  perceiue  his  loue,  and  yet  was 
ignorant  of  the  truth,  or  voyde  of  coniecture  with  what  gentle- 
woman he  was  inamored.  But  seeing  him  contrary  to  wonted 
custome  altered,  and  from  vsual  mirth  transported,  fetchinge  many 
sighes  and  strayninges  from  his  stomake,  and  markinge  how  many 
times  he  would  steale  from  the  company  be  was  in,  and  withdraw 
himselfe  alone,  to  muse  rppon  hys  thoughts,  brought  thereby  into 
a  melancholy  and  meane  estate,  hauing  lost  his  sleepe,  and  stomak 
of  eating  meate:  iudged  that  the  amorous  wormes  of  loue  did 
bitterly  gnaw  and  teare  his  heart  with  the  nebs  of  their  forked 
beades.  They  three  then  being  vppon  a  time  together,  debatinge 
of  diners  thinges  amonges  themselues,  chaunced  to  fall  in  argu- 
ment of  loue,  and  maister  Baldo,  and  Borgo,  the  other  gentlemen, 
sayd  to  mayster  Philippo,  how  they  were  wel  assured  that  he  was 
ttraungly  attached  with  that  passion,  by  marking  and  considering 
that  new  life,  which  lately  he  led  contrary  to  former  vse,  intreat- 
ing  him  very  earnestly,  tliat  he  would  manifest  his  loue  to  them, 
that  were  his  deere  and  faythfull  frends,  tellinge  him  that  as  in 
weighty  matters  otherwise  he  was  already  sure  what  they  were, 
eaen  so  in  this  he  might  hardily  repose  his  hope  and  confidence, 
promisinge  hym  all  their  beipe  and  fauour,  if  therein*  their  inde- 
uour  and  trauayle  might  minister  ayde  and  comfort.  Hee  then 
like  one  raysed  from  a  trance,  or  lately  reuiued  from  an  extasie, 
after  be  bad  composed  his  countenaunce  and  gesture,  wyth 
teares  and  multitude  of  sobbes,  began  to  say  these  woordes : 
"  My  welbeloued  freendes,  and  trusty  companions,  being  right 
well  assured  that  yee  (whose  fidelity  I  haue  already  proued,  and 
whose  secret  mouthes  be  recommended  amongs  the  wise  and 
vertuous,)  will  keepe  close  and  couert  the  thinge  which  you  shall 
heare  me  vtter,  as  of  sutch  importaunce,  that  if  the  yong  Romane 
gentleman  Papyrus  had  bene  here,  for  all  his  silence  of  graue 
matters  required  by  hys  mother,  I  wouide  vnnethes  baue  dys- 
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dosed  the  nae  Tnto  hym.  Indeede  I  cannot  deny,  but  most 
■cedes  vsmSemt  tbal  I  am  io  k>ae,  and  tiiat  veiy  ardently,  which 
I  <anaat  ia  aalbk  wjte  coooeale,  bat  that  the  blinde  must  neede 
tJuutl}  and  emdently  peroeyve.  And  although  my  mouth  would 
fryne  keepe  ckiae,  in  wbat  plight  my  pas&ions  do  constrayc 
my  invarde  aflicctions,  yet  ny  face  and  straung  maner  of  life^j 
vhich  for  a  oertayne  tyme  aod  spaix  I  haue  led,  doe  wittnesse,] 
that  I  am  not  the  man  I  was  voot  to  bee.  So  that  if  shortly! 
I  doe  oot  amend,  I  trust  to  aniue  to  that  ende  whereunto  euery4 
cvaataie  is  bome,  and  that  my  bitter  and  paynful  life  siiall  take 
code,  if  I  naay  call  it  a  iyfe,  and  not  rather  a  lyuing  death :  1  was 
yeaolaed  and  throughly  detcfmined,  oeuer  to  dt»couer  to  any  man 
tbeomweof  my  craell  tarmeaty  being  not  able  to  manifest  the 
nme  to  hir,  vbom  I  doe  only  looe,  thinking  better  by  concealinge 
ittivoagfa  loue,  to  make  humble  sute  to  lady  Atropos,  that  sbee 
woaldcnt  of  the  tfared  of  my  dolorous  Iyfe.  Neuenhelesse  to  you, 
from  whom  I  onght  to  keepe  nothynge  secrete,  I  wyll  dysgar- 
boyle  and  vnlace  the  Tcry  secretes  of  my  mynde,  not  for  that^H 
I  hope  to  finde  comfort  and  rciiefe,  or  that  my  passions  by  decla-^^ 
ration  of  them,  will  lessen  and  diminishe,  but  that  yee,  knowing 
the  occasion  of  my  death,  may  make  report  thereof  to  hir,  that  is 
the  only  mistresseofmy  life,  tliat  shee  vnderstandinge  the  exB'eme 
panges  of  the  truest  louer  that  euer  liued,  may  moume  and  wayle 
byskxse:  which  thinge  if  my  seely  ghost  may  knowe,  no  doubt 
where  soeuer  it  do  wander,  shall  receyne  great  ioy  and  comfort.  Be 
it  known  vnto  you  therefore,  the  first  day  that  myne  eyes  behelde 
the  diuine  beauty  and  incomparable  fauor  of  that  super  e.vcellent 
lady  queene  Anne  of  Hungary,  and  that  I  (more  than  wysedoni 
required)  did  meditate  and  consider  the  singuler  behauionr  and 
notable  curtesie  and  other  innumerable  giftes  wherewith  shee  is 
indued,  the  same  beyond  measure  did  so  iuflame  my  heart,  that  im- 
possible it  was  for  me  to  quench  the  feruent  loue,  or  extinguish  the 
least  parte  of  my  conueyed  torment.  1  haue  done  what  1  can  to 
macerate  and  mortefie  my  vnbridled  desire,  but  all  in  vayne:  my  i 
force  and  puissaunce  is  weake  to  match  with  so  mighty  an  aduer- 
sary.  Alas  syres,  I  knowe  what  yee  will  obiect  agaynst  mee :  yee 
will  say  that  mine  ignobility,  my  byrih  and  stocke  be  no  meete 
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matches  for  sutch  a  personage,  and  that  my  loue  is  to  highly 
placed,  to  sucke  reliefe:  and  the  same  I  do  confesse  so  wel  as  you. 
I  do  acknowledge  my  condition  and  state  to  base,  I  confesse  that 
my  loue  (nay  rather  I  may  terme  it  folly)  doth  presume  beyond 
the  bounds  of  order:  for  the  first  tyme  that  I  felt  my  selfe  wrap- 
ped in  those  snares,  I  knewe  her  to  beare  the  port  amonges  the 
chyefest  queenes,  and  to  bee  the  peerelesse  pryncesse  of  Chrysten- 
dome.  Agayne,  I  knew  my  selfe  the  poorest  gentleman  of  the 
worlde,  and  the  most  myserabJe  exile:  I  thought  raoreouer  it  to 
be  very  vnseemely  for  me  to  direct  my  mynde  vpon  a  wight  so 
honorable,  and  of  so  great  estate :  but  who  can  rayne  the  bridle, 
or  prescribe  lawes  to  louer  what  is  he  that  in  loue  hath  free  wil 
and  choysef  TrueJy  I  beleeue  no  man,  bicause  loue  the  more  it 
doth  seeme  to  accorde  in  pleasure  and  delight,  the  further  from 
the  mark  he  shooteth  his  bolte,  hauing  no  respect  to  degree  or 
state.  Haue  not  many  excellent  and  worthy  personages,  yea 
dukes,  emperonrs  and  kinges,  bin  inflamed  with  the  loue  of  ladies, 
^d  women  of  base  and  vile  degree  i  haue  not  most  honorable 
dames,  and  women  of  greatest  renoume  despised  the  honor  of 
theyr  states,  abandoned  the  company  of  theyr  husbands,  and  neg- 
lected the  loue  of  theyr  chyldren,  for  the  ardent  loue  that  they 
haue  borne  to  men  of  inferiour  sort  f  All  historyes  be  full  of  exam- 
ples of  that  purpose:  the  memoryes  of  our  auncestors  be  yet  in 
fresh  remembraunce,  whereof  if  they  were  ignorant  vnto  you  that 
be  of  great  experience,  I  could  aduouche  assured  testimony: 
yet  thus  mutch  I  say  vnto  you,  that  it  seeme  no  newe  thing  for  a 
man  to  be  ouercome  by  his  owne  affectyon :  it  is  not  the  nobility 
of  hir  ttate,or  for  that  shee  is  a  queeae,  it  is  not  the  consideration 
of  one  parte  or  other,  that  moued  me  first  hereunto:  but  loue  it  is, 
that  is  of  greater  force  than  we  our  selues  bee  of,  which  many 
lymes  maketii  that  to  seeme  lawfull,  which  altogether  is  vnlawful, 
and  by  subduing  reason  maketh  the  great  potentate  lorde  tribu- 
tarie  to  his  wyl  and  pleasure,  whose  force  is  farre  greater  then  the 
lawes  of  nature.  And  albeit  that  1  neuer  hope  to  attayneto  pros- 
perous end  of  this  magnifike  and  stately  loue,  whych  more  and 
more  doth  secmc  infortunate,  yet  I  can  not  for  my  lyfe  else  where 
apply  the  same,  or  alter  it  to  other  place :  and  consumynge  still 
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througti  faithful  and  feruent  loue  bomc  to  the  queene,  I  haai 
forced  and  constrained  my  self  by  al  possible  mcanes  to  gy 
oucr  that  fond  and  foolish  enterprise,  and  to  place  tny  mynd  cli 
where:  but  mine  endeuour  and  all  my  labour  and  resistance 
employed  in  vayne :  yea  and  if  it  were  not  for  feare  of  etemall 
damnation,  and  the  losse  of  my  poore  afflicted  souie  (which  God 
forbid)  tnyne  owne  handes  before  this  time  had  ended  my  desires. 
I  am  therefore  determined  (sith  that  I  can  attaine  no  successe  of 
luue,  and  that  God  doth  suO'er  me  to  be  inspyred  wyth  that  most 
honourable  and  curteous  lady,  beyond  all  order  and  estimation) 
to  content  my  selfe  with  the  sight  of  those  hir  fayre  and  glistring 
<rypR,  iarre  excelling  the  sparcling  glimpse  of  the  diamonde  or 
•aphire,  and  to  serue,  loue  and  honour  hir,  so  long  as  life  dot^^ 
hut  within  this  feeble  corpes:  vpon  whose  radiant  and  excelliti§| 
bcaatie,  my  hope  shall  continually  feede  :  and  yet  I  am  not  so  far 
voyd  of  vndrrstandyng,  but  that  I  do  most  euidently  know  none 
other  to  be  the  guide  of  thys  vnmeasnrable  loue,  but  folly  most 
rxireme."  Vpon  the  end  of  those  words  be  let  fal  many  teares, 
and  bring  staied  with  sobbs  and  sighes  he  was  able  to  speake  no 
more.  And  in  very  deede  he  that  had  scene  him,  would  haue 
Uiought  that  his  [heart  had  bene  tormented  with  most  bitter  and 
painfull  passions.  Now  they  being  very  attentiue  to  his  pytifuii 
oration,  were  attached  with  incredible  sorrow,  thinking  that  tiiey 
hod  ben  in  a  dreame  b}'  hearing  of  this  discourse,  and  stode  styll 
a  while  one  loking  vpon  an  other,  without  speaking  word  :  after- 
wards comming  to  theuiselues,  distraughte  almost,  for  the  greate 
admiration  and  wonder  to  heare  him  speake  those  words,  mayster 
Ginjiamo  and  BaUlo,  with  suasible  arguments  went  about  to  coun- 
■rit  liiui  (o  withdraw  his  fonde  and  foolysh  mind,  praying  him  to 
place  the  same  elsewhere,  shewing  him  the  impossibility  of  hya 
i-nierpryie,  and  the  great  peril  that  might  succeede  thereof.  Bui 
they  spake  to  a  man  that  seemed  to  be  deaf,  who  replied,  that  bee 
neither  coulde  or  would  giue  ouer  his  loue,  that  had  already  made 
so  dc|>c  impression,  what  so  euer  came  of  it:  notwythstandyng 
they  ceased  not  still  with  sharp  admonitions  to  beaie  into  his  head, 
the  fondc  begynning  of  bis  foolish  loue:  and  not  onely  at  that 
tyinc,   but  continually  when  they  were  together,  they  dyd  theys 
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"fcest  by  oft  repetition  of  his  vayne  conceipt,  to  let  him  vnder- 
stande  his  ruanj'fest  error:  bat  iheyr  labour  and  friendly  lessons 
•were  to  no  purpose :  wherefore  mayster  Borgo,  determined  to 
giue  him  ouer,  and  to  attendc  what  would  succede  therof.  Mayster 
Philippo  continuing  hys  pursute,  neuer  faylyng  to  be  at  church 
■when  he  knew  the  quencs  to  be  ther,  at  length  it  chanced  that 
they  began  to  espy  his  loue,  for  that  both  of  them  did  mark  his 
order,  gesture  and  demeanure,  and  did  note  his  oft  frequentation 
of  the  places  where  they  continually  haunted  and  his  manner  in 
placyng  himselfe  at  the  church  directly  ouer  agaynst  them,  and 
his  common  vse  in  beholding  and  loking  vpon  their  faces,  iudg- 
yng  thereby  that  without  doubt  he  was  in  loue  with  one  of  them, 
or  at  least  with  some  gentlewoman  of  their  trayne  whereof  the 
two  queenes  began  to  vse  some  talk,  although  not  certain  vpon 
whom  his  loue  was  bent.  Neuerlhelesse  they  wer  desirous  to  know 
thetjoth,  and  expected  oportunitiesomtime  to  dissolue  that  doubt. 
In  the  mcane  while  maister  Philippo  thought  by  gazing  on  theyr 
beauty,  to  remoue  the  fire  that  miserably  did  consume  the  suck 
and  marow  of  his  bones,  seking  comfort  and  relief  for  hys  afflicted 
heart,  the  more  I  say  he  sought  for  ease,  the  greater  he  felt  his 
payn :  and  truely  all  they  that  feruently  do  loue,  aspire  to  that, 
which  otherwise  they  woulde  eschuc,  by  sight  of  lliem  whome 
they  do  loue,  not  remcmbring  that  the  more  they  doe  contemplate 
the  beloued  beauty,  the  more  increaseth  desire,  and  with  desire 
extreme  and  bitter  smart.  Maister  Philippo  tb^n  lost  no  oc- 
casion or  time  stil  to  behold  madame  the  queene,  were  it  in  the 
church  or  courte,  or  were  she  disposed  for  disport  and  recreation  to 
walke  abrode.  It  chaunced  now  while  things  wer  at  this  poynt, 
the  ladies  very  desirous  to  know  vpon  whom  maister  Philipi>o  did 
expend  his  loue,  that  fortune  opened  vnto  them  a  meane  to  vn- 
derstand  the  same :  it  was  then  about  that  time  of  the  yere,  where- 
in al  floures  and  roses  were  by  Titan's  force  constrained  to  adorne 
and  decke  ech  gardens  and  place  of  pleasure,  and  with  their  frag- 
rant smells  and  odors,  to  scent  the  same  in  the  nioneth  of  Ma^' :  it 
was  when  thetwinnes  were  dj-sposed  to  shroud  themselues  amongs 
the  hawthorn  boughs  and  honysuckies  that  yeld  to  euery  wyght 
greatest  store  of  delyghts,  at  what  time  roses  and  other  floures  at 
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theyr  first  budding  be  very  rare  and  scant,  sauing  in  kings  counes 
and  prynces  palaces,  where  sutch  rarieties  by  art  and  Industrie  be 
most  abundant,  and  all  men  haue  delight  to  present  sutch  noupllies 
to  iliu  pryncipall  ladies.  Vpon  a  day  queene  Anne  had  in  hir 
hands  certayne  floures  in  due  order  couched  in  a  nosegay,  and  for 
liir  disport  walked  vp  and  down  a  very  fay  re  and  gorgeous  garden, 
in  the  company  of  queene  Mary,  and  other  ladies  and  gentlewomen, 
about  that  tyme  of  the  day  the  sun  wearie  of  trauaile,  went  to  hide 
hitu  self  in  the  back  side  of  the  western  mountains,  wher  amongs 
other  of  the  courte  was  maister  Philippo.  Queene  Anne  when  she 
had  espyed  him,  determined  to  make  proufe  with  what  lady  amongs 
them  all,  mayster  Philippo  was  in  loue,  and  sporting  hir  self  with 
sofie  and  prety  walkes  vp  and  downe  the  garden,  pleasantly  testing 
with  diuerse  there  attendant,  (as  the  raaner  is  of  like  ladies)  with 
trimme  and  pleasant  talk,  at  length  happed  vpon  maister  Philippo, 
who  although  he  was  iu  communication  with  certain  Italian 
gentlemen,  neuerlhelesBc  his  mynde  and  eyes  were  fixed  vpon  the 
queene,  that  wliensoeuershe"appcared  before  him  his  eyes  and  face 
weje  so  firmelye  bent  vppon  hir,  as  the  beholder  might  easily 
perceiue,  that  the  vysage  of  the  qucne  was  the  vudoubted  har- 
borough  of  his  thought.  Philippo,  seeing  the  queene  come  toward 
liim,  did  honor  hir  wyth  gentle  and  dutiful!  reuercnce,  in  sutch 
humble  wise,  as  bee  seemed  at  liir  hands  pitifully  to  craue  mercy. 
And  truely  whosoeuer  doth  loue  with  secret  and  perfect  heart, 
secmeth  to  vtter  more  words  to  his  lady  with  his  eics,  than  he  is 
able  to  speak  wyth  his  tongue.  The  queene  being  come  vnio  him 
with  a  grace  right  graue  and  demure,  sayd  vnto  him:  "  You 
gentleman  of  Lonibardie,  yf  these  floures  which  wc  haue  in  our 
hands  wer  giuen  vnlo  you  liberally  to  vse  at  your  pleasure,  and 
requyre<l  to  make  some  curtcous  present  of  the  same  to  one  of  vs 
the  ladies  here  that  liked  you  best,  tell  mee  I  pray  you,  to  whether 
of  vs  would  ye  giue  the  same,  or  what  would  you  do  or  say  ? 
Speake  fr^nkely  we  pray  you,  and  tell  youre  luynde  wythout  re- 
spect :  for  thereby  you  shall  doc  to  vs  very  great  pleasure,  and  we 
shal  know  to  whether  of  vs  you  beme  your  chiefcst  loue.  For  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed,  tliat  you  being  a  young  man,  can  spende  your 
time  without  loue,   being  a  naturall  quality   in  euery  creature." 
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^Hien  mayster  Philippo  felt  the  swete  voyce  of  the  qiieene  plcu- 
samly  to  pierce  his  eares,  and  hearde  that  he  was  commauiulpd  for 
the  lone  of  hir  that  lie  loued,  not  oncly  to  tell  whome  he  loued 
best  and  most  entierly,  bnt  also  hir  whom  he  worshipped  and  serued 
in  heart,  was  almost  besides  hymselfe,  siitch  was  the  ticklyng 
ioylitie  that  he  felt  in  hys  heart,  wiiose  face  was  faynted  wytli 
a  thousand  colors  and  what  for  superfluous  loue  and  ioy,  wherof 
the  like  he  neuer  tasted  before,  fell  into  an  extasie,  not  able  to 
render  answere.  But  when  he  had  recouered  stomack,  sowel  as 
he  coulde  with  soft  and  trembling  voice,  he  answered  the  queene 
in  this  wise:  "  Sith  your  maiesty  (to  whom  I  yelde  myne  humble 
thanks  for  that  curtesie)  hath  vouchsafed  to  commaund  mc  (besides 
the  infinite  pleasure  and  honour,  for  which  eternally  I  shal  stande 
bound  to  your  highnesse)  I  am  readie  sincerely  and  truely  to  dys- 
close  my  mind,  being  |>romiscd  by  your  maiestj*  in  opening  of  the 
same,  to  desenie  great  thanks:  wherfore  your  pleasure  beinge 
such  I  do  say  then,  with  all  due  reuerence,  that  not  onely  here  at 
thys  tyme,  but  at  al  times  and  places  wher  it  shal  please  God  to 
appoint  me,  being  not  able  to  bestow  them  in  other  sort  than  they 
be,  but  wer  they  more  precious  and  fayre,  the  more  ioyfuU  I  should 
bee  of  them.  These  floures  I  say  shall  of  nie  right  humbly  be 
presented  to  your  maiesty,  not  bicause  you  be  a  queene  and  of 
a  royall  race  (whych  notwythstandinge  is  a  great  vertue)  but 
bicause  you  bee  a  Phoenix,  a  rare  lady,  and  of  all  the  troupe  the 
fayr^st,  garnished  with  infiuit  gifts,  and  passinge  vertues,  for  your 
merites  worthy  to  be  honoured  wyth  farr  more  excellent  gifts, 
than  these  simple  floures  be,  as  she  that  (aboue  all  other  ladyes 
that  hue  at  this  day)  is  the  honour  and  onely  glor}-  of  all  woman- 
hoode  of  our  age,  as  shee  that  is  the  paragon  peerelesse  of  the 
vniuersal  world."  When  he  had  sayd  those  words,  he  held  his 
peace.  The  queene  with  great  delight  hearing  the  ready  aun- 
swere  of  theyong  gentleman,  sayd  vnto  hym  :  "  And  we  do  giue 
you  thanks  for  the  great  honor  and  commendation  done  vnto 
vs."  When  she  had  sayd  so,  without  further  talke,  she  went  forth 
Tsing  pleasant  talke  and  sport  with  diuers  that  wayted  vpon  hir. 
Queene  Anne  now  vnderstode,  and  so  likewise  queene  Mary,  which 
of  them  the  yong  Lumbard  gentleman  did  accept  for  hissoueraign 
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lady,  whose  loue  she  distlayned  not,  but  in  her  mynde  rather  com- 
mended, esteeming  him  better  than  euer  she  did  before:  and  lyke 
a  discreet  and  wyse  lady  gaue  him  infinite  prayse.     She  did  not 
now  as  other  women  wont  to  do,  who  when  they  see  themsclues  ot' 
birth  more  noble,  or  of  degree  more  ample  than  their  louers  be 
(whych  gift  they  receyuc  throngh  the  fauor  of  the  heauens)  do  not 
only  despise  them,  but  mock  them,  and  their  faythfuli  seruice,and 
many  tymes  with  fayned  countenance  and  dissembled  words  do 
extol  them  and  set  them  vp  aloft,  and  by  and  by  almost  with  one 
breath,  exchanging  their  fayned  prayse  into  rebuke,  they  thrust 
them  downe  headlong  from  the  tipe  of  hope  and  comfort,  to  the 
bottomlesse  pit  ofdespayrc:  and  the  fuller  she  is  offloutes,  the 
finer  girle  esteemed.     But  farre  better  is  she  to  be  regarded,  that 
not  findiuge  in  bit  hart  to  loue  hir  suter,  will  frankly  tell  him  at 
the  first,  that  she  cannot  like  hym,  nor  fashion  hir  mynde  to  loue 
him,  and  requiring  him  not  to  feede  his  minde  with  vayne  hope^ 
or  contriue  the  tyme  with  words  and  lookcs,  and  pray  him  to  seeke 
some  other  that  can  belter  fansy  his  person  than  she :  and  although 
perchance  a  man  do  very  feruently  loue  a  woman,  and  that  it  wer 
great  sorrow  and  grief  vnto  him  to  bee  cast  of,  and  receiue  such 
refusall,  yet  in  roj'ne  opinion  it  were  lesse  griefe  openly  to  receiue 
tliai  repulse,  than  to  be  fawned  vppon,  and  flattered  with  fained 
taike,  and  for  the  time  cboaked  with  the  baite  of  vaine  hope,  and 
afterwards  become  ridiculous,  and  gired  by  the  scomeful.     I  am 
assured,  that  the  woman  which  giueth  hir  seruant  sutch  repulse, 
shall  bee  counted  mutch  more  cruell,  than  maistressc  Helena  was 
to  the  scholler  of  Paris,  after  he  was  returned  from  the  vniuersiti^H 
to  Florence,  written  by  Boccaccio  iu  his  Dccamerone,  and  hereaft^P^ 
in  place  described.     But  let  vs  retourue  to  maister  Philippo,  who 
although  hee  coulde  not  imagine  ne  conceiue  the  intent,  wberfore 
queene  Anne  made  that  demaund,  yet  the  same  was  very  deare 
and  acceptable  vnto  him,  vppon  the  which  he  neucr  thought,  but 
felt  great  contcntation  m  his  niynd,  and  was  more  iocund  and 
pleasant  then  he  was  wont  to  be  before.     On  the  other  side  the 
queenc,  which  was  very  discrete  and  wise,  when  she  saw  maister 
Philippo  at  the  church  or  other  place  to  make  obeysancc  vnto  hir 
very  curteously  requited  the  same,  bowing  hir  head  to  him  agayi 
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{which  she  neuer  vsed  bat  to  barons  and  knights  of  great  reputa» 
tion)  declaryng  thereby  how  wel  in  worth  she  regarded  his  reuer- 
ence  made  vnto  hir:  whereat  he  receiued  maruellous  pleasure  and 
delight,  hoping  for  none  other  recotnpence  at  hir  haiides,  than 
continuance  of  sutcb  curtesies  and  honourable  entertayninent. 
Aonongs  certajne  Italians  that  were  vppon  a  day  assembled  in  the 
presence  chamber  of  queene  Anne,  waiting  there  vpon  Madonna 
Barbara  the  wyfe  of  maister  Pietro  Marlire  Stampa,  who  wyth  hir 
two  daughters  were  gone  to  salute  the  two  quecnes  that  were  that 
time  together:  there  was  also  maister  Philippo,  with  whom 
Borgo  and  Baldo  reasoned  of  diuerse  matters:  and  as  they  wer  in 
taike,  both  thequeenes  came  forth,  which  was  the  occasion,  that  al 
the  lords  and  gentlemen  attended,  vppon  whose  approch,  ech  man 
rose  vp,  and  bareheaded  expected  whither  the  queenes  would  goe. 
Quenc  Anne  perceyuing  a  company  of  Italians  together,  left 
queene  Maiie,  and  went  slreight  to  them  and  very  gently  inqnyred 
of  dyuerse  of  the  gentlemen,  their  names,  and  of  wliat  paries  of 
Italy  they  were,  then  she  came  to  the  place  where  they  iii.  were 
standing  together,  and  curteously  asked  first  maister  Girolamo, 
what  his  name  was,  of  what  countrey,  and  whether  be  were  a 
gentleman  ?  To  whom  reuerently  he  said :  "  that  his  name  was 
Girolamo  Borgo,  a  gentleman  of  Verona."  Mayster  Baldo  like- 
wise being  demaunded  the  same,  answered  so  well  as  he  coulde : 
"  that  he  was  a  gentleman  borne,  of  an  auncient  house  in  Milane, 
and  that  his  name  was  Philippo  Baldo."  When  she  had  receiued 
theyr  answere  with  cheereful  and  smiling  countenance  she  returned 
to  maister  Philippo,  inquyryng  of  him  also  his  name  and  countrey, 
and  whether  he  were  a  gentleman  or  not  ?  Whom  maister  Philippo 
after  his  duety  done  reuerently  answered  :  "  Madame,  my  souerain 
lady  and  only  mistresse,  I  am  a  gentleman,  and  am  called  by  the 
name  of  Philippo  dei  Nicuoli,  of  Cremona."  The  queene  making 
no  further  demaundes  of  any  of  the  other  gentlemen,  sayd  to  mays- 
ter Philippo:  "  You  say  true  sir,  I  dare  warrant  you  to  be  a  gentle- 
man in  deede,  and  hee  that  sayd  the  contrary,  should  declare  him- 
self to  be  voyd  of  iudgement  what  a  gentleman  is."  She  sayde 
no  more,  but  firom  thence  with  queene  Mary  and  the  whole  trayne 
the  went  to  church.     All  they  that  bard  the  queene  speake  those 
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words,  dyd  wonder,  and  could  not  deuiac  what  shee  meant  by 
them,  notwithstanding  ech  man  thought  that  the  qiieene  bare  to 
maister  Phiiippo  singuler  good  will  and  fauour.  He  (as  it  was 
his  custome)  fuU  of  diuerse  cogitations,  whose  head  was  building 
of  great  citlies,  went  to  church,  bestowing  himsclfe  in  his  wonted 
place,  rcuoluing  in  hys  mind  the  queenc's  words  spoken  vnto 
him.  And  although  he  could  not  perceiue  to  what  end  that 
honorable  lady  had  spoken  them,  yethee  thought  thathirmaiesty 
had  done  him  great  honour.  And  verily  the  humanity  and  curtesy 
of  a  lady,  so  excellent  and  noble  is  worthy  to  be  extolled  with 
infinite  prayses,  who  being  of  high  estate  and  lineage,  and  the 
wife  of  a  prince  that  proceded  of  the  stirpe  imperial,  not  only  did 
not  disdaine  to  be  beloued  of  a  man  of  so  base  degree,  and 
banished  from  his  own  country,  but  also  with  great  care  and 
diligence  did  deuise,  and  in  effect  declare  that  she  was  the  .same 
whome  the  Italian  yong  gentleman  did  loue  as  partly  it  was  eui- 
dently  to  bee  perceiued,  not  for  other  purpose  doubtiesse,  but 
to  do  some  noble  deede  couenable  for  the  greatnesse  of  hir 
estate,  and  incident  to  the  feruent  loue  of  the  amorous  yong 
gentleman,  which  afterwardes  in  very  dede  she  accomplyshed. 
But  howe  many  he  there  in  these  dayes,  I  doe  not  speake  of 
queenes  and  pryucesses,  but  of  simple  and  priuate  gentlewomen, 
that  beyng  of  meane  worship,  indued  with  some  shew  of  beautie, 
be  without  good  conditions  and  vertue,  who  seeyng  themselues 
beloued  of  some  gentlemen,  not  so  enriched  with  the  goods  of 
fortune  as  they  be,  do  scorne  and  mocke  them,  thynking  them- 
selues to  good  to  be  ioked  vpon,  or  to  be  once  moued  of  vertuous 
loue,  scornfully  casting  their  face  at  one  side,  as  though  the  sutc/s 
were  vnworthy  their  company?  Howe  many  likewyse  be  possessed 
and  ouerwhelmed  with  jiryde  by  reason  nature  more  propicious  vnto 
them  then  other,  be  descended  of  some  great  parentage,  that  will 
accompt  a  great  iniurie  done  vnto  them,  if  any  gentleman  except 
he  be  rych,  do  make  sute  to  loue  them  :  Again  a  great  number  of 
women  (i  speake  of  them  whose  minds  do  not  so  mutch  aspire  to 
fame  or  honour  as  they  seeke  their  delights  and  braiieric  to  be 
mainteiaed)  bee  of  this  trampe,  that  they  care  not  whether  theyr 
louers  bee  discrete,  well  condicioned,  vertuous  and  gentle,  so  that 
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theyr  porsses  be  foil  of  money,  or  they r  shapes  amiable,  not  way ing 
the  valour  and  good  condicions  of  the  minde,  ne  yet  a  thousand 
ether  qualities  that  ought  to  garnish  a  gentleman,  whereby  all 
■vertuous  gentlemen  dayly  do  growe  beautiful,  and  be  enriched 
•wyth  greater  perfections.     Some  there  be  that  fixe  their  minds 
"vpon  those,  that  be  of  goodly  personage,  although  void  of  good 
tehauiour,  louing  rather  a  piece  of  flesh  with  two  eyes,  than  an 
lionest  man  well   furnished  with  vertue.     Thynk  not  yet  for  al 
«hys,   that  herein  men  ordinarily  bee  more   wyse  than  women, 
silthoughe  they  ought  to  bee  accomplished  with  greater  witte: 
l)ut  to  say  the  truth,  they  be  all  spotted  with  one  kind  of  pilch, 
■that  wjirfare  here  in  the  large  campeof  this  present  worlde :  whereof 
it  commeth  to  passe,  that  light  loue  as  we  see  to  beare  no  good 
foundation,  and  to  haue  no  longe  continuance,  euen  so  the  end 
and  conclusion  to  consume  like  the  beauty  of  the  floure.     And 
therupon  many  times  itchauaceth,  that  when  loue  is  not  grounded 
lut  vpon   transitorie  beauty,  which  doth  dissolue  like  a  windy 
«loude,  the  little  heat  thereof  doth  not  wax  more  bote,  but  rather 
congealeth   to  frost,  and  many  times  conuerteth  into  hatred  and 
mischiefe  most  cruel.    A  worse  thing  yet  than  this  is  in  common 
practise :  there  be  many  that  wyll  needes  bee  counted  and  called 
gentlemen,  bycause  they  come  of  auncient  and  noble  race,  and 
l>eing  growen  vp  to  man's  state,  doe  appeare  in  shapes  of  men,  but 
■are  altogether  without  approued  manners,  vtlerly  ignorant  what  the 
nature  of  gentle  is,  acconiptyng  ihemselues  to  be  ioly  fellowes,  when 
in  company  of  other  as  bigge  beaatesas  them  selues,  they  contriue 
iheyr  tyme  and  make  their  bragges,  vaunting  thatsutch  a  woman  is 
.at  my  commaundment,  and  suich  a  man's  wyfe  1  do  keepe,  sutch  a 
one  is  my  companion's  frieude:  whereby  they  bryng  many  women, 
yea  and  of  the  best  sort,  into  slaunder  and  infamie.   Diuerse  gentle- 
women also  bee  so  fond,  and  of  so  simple  discretion,  that  although 
they  know  and  clearely  perceyne  thys  to  be  true,  yet  allured  with 
the  personages  and  beauty  of  sutch  roisters,  passe  not  to  giue  the 
jrayne  to  these  vnbridied  iades,  not  foreseeing  (iyke  ignorant  wood- 
cockes)  that  in  fewe  dayes  through  their  owne  temeritie,  they  incur 
the  common  shame  of  the  vulgar  people,  being  pointed  at  in  the 
«trcates  as  they  goe:  where  sutch  as  be  wyse  and  discrete,  doe 
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dayly  feare  the  least  suapition  that  may  be  conceiued.  There  is 
no  woman  that  is  wyse,  but  so  neare  as  she  can,  wil  shunne  and 
auoyde  all  occasion  whereby  slaunder  may  aryse,  and  will  chnss^_ 
vnto  hir  amongs  a  number,  sutch  one  as  can  best  please  hir  fansi^^| 
and  as  with  whome  for  hys  verlue  and  honesty  she  purposeth  to 
match  hir  selfe  in  maryage,  which  is  the  final  ende  of  all  honest 
loue.  Howe  be  it  nature  hath  not  framed  euery  creature  of  one 
metal),  ne  yet  Mioerua  infused  lyke  brayiie  into  euery  head.  And 
truely  this  our  age  dothe  breede  many  fayre  and  worthie  women, 
whose  condicions  bee  gon<i  and  honest,  adorned  with  comely  qua- 
lities, the  generosiiie,  stoutnesse  and  valoure  of  whose  myndes  doe 
deseriie  syngular  prayse  and  estymatyon.  And  what  is  hee.chaua^ 
cynge  vppon  a  curteous  and  vertuous  dame,  that  wyll  not  gytW 
ouer  the  loue  of  all  other,  to  honour  and  loue  hir  for  euer  ?  But 
wee  haue  digressed  too  long  from  our  hystorye,  and  therefore, 
retourning  to  the  same  agayne,  I  say,  that  Fortune  the  guide  of 
maister  Philippo,  was  fully  determined  to  bestow  hir  fauor  vpon 
him :  for  besides  that  the  qiieene  dearely  estemed  his  loue,  it ' 
seemed  that  all  thyngs  wer  vnyted  and  agreed  to  sort  hisentcrpryse 
to  happy  successe.  The  queene  had  to  hir  gouemesse  Madonna 
Paola  dei  Cauali,  a  gentlewoman  of  Verona,  very  auncient  and 
gmue  (adiiaunced  to  the  callyng,  by  Madonna  Bianca  Maria 
Sforza  the  wyfe  of  the  empcrour  Maximilian)  whom  queene  Anne 
roquyred  dylygently  to  procure  for  hir,  sutch  rithmes  in  the 
Thuscane  language  and  other  Italian  workes,  as  were  to  be  found»^^ 
bicause  hir  dysposition  was  to  be  conuersant  and  familiar  in  tha(^| 
tongue,  and  employed  great  diligence  to  leame  and  exercise  the 
same,  wherein  shec  attained  sutch  perfection,  as  all  Italians  coulde. 
very  well  vnderstande  her.  Now  (as  the  good  lucke  of  mayste 
Philippo  woulde  haue  it)  he  that  day  went  to  the  courtc  alone,' 
continuallye  deuisinge  if  it  were  possible,  at  al  tymes  to  be  in  pre- 
sence of  the  quene:  whome  so  soone  as  Madonna  Paola  espy ed, 
bicause  she  familiarly  knew  him  went  vnto  him,  and  sayd  :  "  My 
wclbcloucd  friend  maister  Philippo,  bicause  the  queene  hath  great 
delight  to  Icarne  our  tongue,  and  therein  ahead}'  hath  some 
towurdnessc,  as  by  hir  common  speakyng  of  the  same  you  may 
|>crccyue,  this  mornyng  at  hir  vprising   shee  gaue  me   a  great 
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charge  to  proctire  for  hir,  certayne  Italian  rithmes,  viho  besides 
those  booiies  in  that  tongue  already  prynted,  gladly  desireth  to 
see  some  frymme  deuises  of  diiierse  learned  men  that  make  in  oure 
daies.     Specially  hir  mind  is  earnestlye  disposed   vpon  rithmes 
cunningly  composed,  whereof  I  ihinke  you  haue  some  store  by 
reason  of  your  delight  in  that  exercise:    wherefore    I  thought 
good  to  repayre  vnto  you,  and  doe  heartily  pray  you,  to  make  hir 
maiesty  pertaker  of  sutch  as  you  haue,  wherein  you  shal  do  hir 
great  and  grateful  seruice,  and  I  shal  remain  continually  bound 
Tiito  you:   besides  that  I  doe  purpose  when  I  present  them  vnto 
hir,  to  make  hir  priuie  that  I  rcceyued  them  at  your  hands,  which 
bicaase  of  tlie  loue  shee  beareth  to  our  natyon,  she  wyl  fauorably 
accept,  and  the  same  do  doubte  when  oportunityeseruetli,  liberally 
reward."     Maister  Philippo  in  curleous  wise  thanked  the  gentle- 
woman, and  said,   that   he  was  sorry  he  was  not  able  better  to 
satisefie  hir  request,  bicause  in  that  countrey  he  had  smal  store  of 
tutch  desired  things,  neucrthelesse  he  would  make  diligent  search, 
to  get  so  many  as  were  possible  to  be  found,  either  aniongs  the 
gentlemen  that  folowed  the  court,  or  else  where  they  were  to  be 
gotten.     In  the  mesne  time,  he  sayd,  that  he  would  deliuer  those 
few  hee  had,  and  bring  them  vnto  hir  that  night,  praying  hir  to 
commend   hym  to  the  good  grace,  and   fauour  of  hir  maiesty. 
And  so  he  tooke  hys  leaue,  and  went  strayght  to  hys  lodging, 
where  diligently  he  began  to  search  among   his   writings  (the 
gladdest  man  in  the  worlde  for  that  occasion  offered)  and  founde 
amonges  the  same  diuers  rithmes  which  hee  thought  vnworthy  to 
passe  into  the  handesof  so  great  a  lady,  sauing  the  third  rithme  or 
chapter,  as  we  commonly  call  it,  made  by  a  notable  doctor  of  the 
lawes,  and  excellent  pool  called  M-  Niccolo  Amanio,  of  Crema, 
who  no  doubt  for  making  of  vulgar  rithmes,  thereby  expressing 
the  amorous  aifeclions  of  loners,  was  in  our  time  without  compari- 
son.   And  bicause  the  same  was  so  apt  for  the  purpose  of  mayster 
Philippo  his  loue,  as  could  be  desired,  he  wrote  tlie  same  fayre 
(being  in  deede  a  very  fayre  sheete  of  paper,)  which  soundeth  to 
this  effect. 
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Quanta  piu  cresce  {Amor)  Paspro  tormento,  &,c. 
The  more  (O  Loue)  thy  bitter  pangs  augmeni^ 
Melting  by  times  my  sad  accensed  sprecte, 
The  more  to  burne  I  feele  my  seife  content: 
And  though  ech  day  a  thousande  times  I  fleete 

Twixt  hope  and  dreade,  all  dolour  yet  and  smart 
My  glorious  proofe  of  enterprise  makes  sweete. 
The  iire  so  high  which  kindled  hath  myne  hart, 
As  by  loue's  flames  none  euer  had  (I  know) 
So  lofty  source  of  heale  in  any  part, 
Sweete  then  my  torments  are,  sweete  is  my  woe, 

Sweete  ckc  of  loue  the  light,  sweete  the  conceyte 
From  so  high  beames,  fallen  in  my  breast,  groe. 
Sutch  power  of  porte,  sutch  maiesty  most  gret 
I  tremble  to  beholde,  and  do  confesse 
My  lot  to  base,  so  worthy  a  blisse  to  get. 
But  will  herein  my  reason  doth  suppresse, 

And  those  fayrc  eyes,  where  lone  himselfe  ny  lies. 
Armed  withlookes  ofioy  and  genilenesse, 
Lookes  that  vpliftes  my  soule  aboue  the  skies. 

And  in  each  coast  al  cloudes  expelling  cleane. 
Do  teach  ten  thousand  pathes  to  Paradise. 
My  goddesse  braue,  angelicall  sirene, 

Fayrenesse  it  selfe,  dame  Beautie's  sacred  heire : 
What  mounts  of  ioy  may  match  my  happy  paine. 
Whose  scaling  hope  how  so  ensue  dispeirc, 

Leues  vaunt  of  thoughts,  which  once  so  highly  flew 
As  honour,  all  that  earth  besides  doth  beare, 
Coniparde  to  this,  but  baggage  were  to  vew. 
When  mayster  Philippo  had  written  out  these  verses,  imme- 
diately he  returned  to  the  court,  and  caused  Madona  Paola,  to 
be  called  vnto  him  by  one  of  the  gromes  of  the  chamber,  to  whom 
he  sayd :  "  Maystresse  Paola,  I  haue  brought  you  a  ditty,  that  is 
very  trim  and  prety,  which  I  pray  you  deliuer  to  the  queene,  and  I 
will  do  what  1  can  to  get  other."  Maistresse  Paola  tooke  them,  and 
went  into  the  chamber,  and  findinge  the  queene  alone,  sayd  to  hi^H 
"  Madame,  this  morninge  yee  commaunded  me  to  get  you  soo^P 
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Italian  rithmes,  and  vpon  inquirie  I  hane  receyiicd  tliese  few 
verses  of  mayster  Philippo,  secretary  to  the  lord  Andrea  Borgo, 
who  hath  promised  to  bring  me  other."  The  queene  hearing  hir 
speake  those  words,  smilinge  receiued  the  paper,  and  read  the 
same:  the  sense  whereof  she  liked  very  well,  thinking  that  may- 
ster Philippo  had  bene  the  compositor  of  the  same,  and  that 
of  purpose  he  had  made  them  for  hir,  whereby  shee  was  out 
of  doubt  that  it  was  shee  that  mayster  Philippo  so  feruently 
loued,  and  the  better  hir  opinion  was  confirmed,  btcause  some 
of  the  words  tended  to  the  state  of  hir  personage.  And 
considering  the  valor  of  hys  minde,  she  praysed  nature,  for 
that  in  a  man  so  basely  borne  shee  had  sowen  the  seeds  of  a 
gentlemanlike  and  noble  heart,  greatly  to  hir  selfe  commendynge 
the  yong  man.  Then  she  conferred  the  whole  matter  wyth  hir 
coosin  queene  Marie :  which  was  a  wyse  and  comely  ladye,  and 
vpon  that  loue  they  vsed  many  discourses,  more  and  more  hauing 
in  regard  the  behauiour  of  that  yong  gentleman.  Queene  Anne 
determined,  when  conueniently  shee  might,  to  rendre  to  mayster 
Philippo,  for  his  great  loue  condigne  rewarde:  and  studying 
still  how  to  requite  his  curtesie,  euer  when  she  saw  maister  Phi- 
lippo, shee  vsed  him  with  her  wonted  chere  and  grateful  saluta- 
tion (which  thinge  onely  euery  honest  gentleman  ought  to  expect 
that  is  indued  wyth  reason  at  the  hands  of  a  pryncesse  so  noble  and 
worthy,  as  a  reward  sufficient,  the  inequality  of  the  parties  con- 
sidered.) Whereof  mayster  Philippo  was  tlie  best  contented  man 
of  the  world,  and  durst  not  hope  for  greater  guerdon,  continuing 
his  wonted  lyfe  fed  hym  self  stil  with  that  beloued  sight,  in  sutcb 
wyse  as  many  gentlemen  enuied  the  fauor  borne  vnto  him  by  the 
queene,  who  for  none  other  cause  did  vse  that  curtesy,  but  fur  that 
she  saw  him  to  be  vertuous  and  well  learned  :  continually  esteem- 
yng  sutch  as  wyth  learnyng  or  other  gyftes  of  the  raynd  were 
indewed :  and  when  occasion  chauaced,  shee  vouchesafed  to  bes- 
towe  vpon  them  curteons  iniertaynment  and  lyberall  rewart'es. 
It  fortuned  about  that  time  that  the  emperor  Maximilian  died, 
Charles  his  nephew  (which  was  the  emperor  Charles,  the  fifth,) 
then  beyng  in  Spayne  :  by  reason  of  whose  death  the  lord  Andrea 
Borgo,  purposed  to  send  one  of  hys  gentlemen  to  kyng  CharleS| 
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rience  in  sutch  aflayres.     Which  don,  he  weme  to  the  queenes 
and  gaue  them  to  vndcrstand  that  shortely  he  would  send  his  se»n 
cretarie  into  Spayiie,  and  told  them  the  cause,  humbly  praying 
tliem  both,  that  they  would  write  their  fauorable  letters  in  hii^H 
behalf.     The  queenes  knowing  what  payne  and  trauell  hee  had^H 
sustayned  in  the  seniice  of  Maximilian,  and  whatdanngera  he  had 
passed,  were  very  willing  ihcrunto.     Now  queene  Anne  remem- 
brcd  that  she  had  conuenient  time  to  recompence  maister  Phiiippo 
for  hys   long  loue  born  viito  hir:  and  bicause  she  was  the  most! 
curteoMs  lady  of  the  world,  and  therwithal  most  bountifbll  andj 
liberal,  and  not  onely  with  comely  talke  and  gesture:  but  also  ia 
eifecte  willing  to  do  them  good,  whome  she  honoured  in  luinde, 
concluded  what  to  do,  requiring  the  lord  Andrea  to  send  his  secre'^J 
tarie  vnto  hir,  when  he  was  ready  to  depart,   for  that  besides' 
letters,  she  woulde  by  mouth  commit  certain  busincsse  for  hir  to 
do  in  the  courte  of  Spayne.     When  the  lord  Andrea  was  gone^ 
queene  Anne  began  to  deuise  with  the  other  qneene  what  she 
mighte  doe  for  roayster   Philippo,   who  prayed   queene   Anoe^^ 
after  she  had  commended  him  in  letters,  to  suffer  hir  to  make  the 
ende  and  conclusion  of  the  same.     Whereupon  both  the  queenes 
wrote  many  letters  into  Spayne,  to  king  Charles,  and  to  the  lord 
chancellour  and  other  noblemen,  whome  they  thought  to  bee  aple 
and  mete  ministers  to  bring  the  effect  of  their  letters  to  passe. 
When  the  lord  Andrea  had  put  all  thinges  in  order  for  that  dis- 
patch, he  sayd  to  mayster  Philippo,  which  was  now  furnished  with 
ail  thyngs  necessary  and  apertinent  for  that  long  voyage  :  "  Phi- 
lippo, remembre  this  day  that  you  goe  to  quene  Anne,  and  tell 
her,  that  I  require  you  to  come  vnto  hir,  to  know  if  she  wonld 
commaund  yon  any  seruice  to  the  Catholike  kynge,  where  yoa 
shall  humbly  offer  your  seruice,  in  what  it  pleaseth  hir  to  com- 
maunde :  you  shall  also  tel  hir,  what  things  I  haue  gyuen  vnto  ] 
y<ni  in  charge  by  speciall  commission."     Meuer  could  more  plea- 
sant taike  sound  into  the  eares  of  maister  Philippo,  thaii  tliis,  who 
Hot  that  he  should  bothe  see  and  speake  vnto  bis  lady  before  hia 


ad 

>stH 

'"I 

:■ 

to 

1 


ANNE    QUEENS    OF    HtNCABIE. 


^45 


departure,  and  for  that  she  would  commit  vnto  him  the  doing 
of  bir  affayres  in  Spaync,  was  the  gladdest  and  best  contented  man 
of  the  world.  The  houre  come  when  be  thought  good  to  repayre 
totbeqaecne,  be  went  vnto  bir,  and  gaue  hir  to  vnderstand  by  one 
of  the  priu3'  chamber,  that  be  was  attendant  there  to  know  hir 
pleasure.  The  quene  certyfied  of  his  readioesse  to  depart,  by  and 
by  toke  order  that  be  should  come  into  hir  chambre,  who  entring 
the  same  with  uembling  heart,  and  after  he  had  done  hys  humble 
reuerence,  with  great  fcare  and  bash fulnesse,  said :  "  Fleasethyour 
maiesty,  that  my  lorde  Borgo,  being  about  to  addresse  mee  hys 
secretarie  into  Spayne,  to  the  Catholike  king  there,  hath  com- 
naunded  me  to  wayte  vpon  your  hyghnesse,  to  kouwe  your  plea- 
sure for  certain  afl'ayres  to  be  don  for  your  maiesty :  wherfore  may 
it  please  the  same  to  employ  mee,  your  humble  seruaunte,  1  shall 
tfainke  my  self  the  happiest  man  of  the  world :  a  thing  so  blessed 
and  ioyfull  vnto  me,  as  no  benefite  or  commoditie  can  render  vnto 
me  greater  felicitie."  Then  be  dysclosed  vnto  her  thee  rest  of  his 
message,  whicli  was  committed  vnto  hym  by  his  lord  and  maister. 
The  queene  beholding  hym  wyth  mery  countenaunce  gently  sayd 
vnto  hym  :  "  And  we  for  the  trust  we  haue  in  you  to  do  our  mes- 
tage  and  other  aflayxes  io  Spayne,  haue  requyred  you  to  come 
hither:  and  bycause  wc  knowyng  you  to  be  a  gentleman,  and 
assured  that  you  wyll  gladly  do  your  endeuour  in  any  thing  lliat 
may  do  vs  pleasure,  haue  chosen  you  abone  any  other.  Our  wyl 
and  commaundemcnt  is,  that  fyrst  you  delyuer  these  letters,  con- 
teiuing  matters  of  great  importance  to  the  hands  of  the  Catholike 
king,  and  that  you  do  our  bumble  commendations  to  his  maiesty* 
Then  al  the  rest  accordingly  as  they  be  directed,  which  principally 
aboue  other  things  we  pray  you  to  di.spatch  vpon  your  an  iuall: 
and  if  we  bee  able  to  do  you  any  pleasure,  eyther  for  your  prefer- 
ment, or  for  other  commodity,  spare  not  to  write  vnto  vs  your 
mynd,  and  (we  doe  assure  you)  the  same  shalbe  effectually  ac- 
complysbed,  to  the  vitermoste  of  our  indeuour,  whych  we  do  of 
our  owne  motion  frankely  offre  vnto  you,  in  consideration  of 
the  fidelitie,  worthinesse,  and  honestc  behauiour  alwayes  knowen 
to  be  in  you."  Mayster  Philippo  hearynge  these  wordes  was 
replenyshed  with  sutch  ioy,  as   he  thought  hymselfe  rapt  into 
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the  heauens,  and  his  heart  felt  satch  pleasure,  as  it  semed  to  fietd 
in  some  depe  sea  of  delights :  and  after  the  best  maner  he  coulde, 
thanked    hir   for   hir   curtesie:    and   albeit  (he   sayd)    that   hee 
knew  hymself  vnworthy  of  that  fauor,  yet  he  dedicated  the  same 
to   hir   commaundement,    surrendring   himselfe   as   a  slaue  and 
faythful  seruanl  to  hir  maiesty.    Then  vppon  his  knees,  to  his 
great  contenlation  he  kissed  hir  hands,  which  of  hir  seife  she  ofFred 
Tnto  him,  and  then  reuerently  he  toke  his  leaue.     Wlien  hee  was 
gone  oute  of  the  chamber,  he  met  with  the  queene's  coferer,  that 
attended  for  him,  who  taking  him  aside,  did  put  into  hit  hand 
a  purse  with  500.  crowns,  and  the  maister  of  the  horsse  presented 
vnto  him  a  very  goodly  and  beautiful!  horse,  wherewith  maistei 
Philippu  was  so  well  pleased,  as  he   was   like  to  leape  out  of 
his  skin  for  ioy.    Then  he  toke  his  iomey  and  orriued  at  the 
conrte  in  Spayne,  where  at  oportanity,  he  deiiuered  his  letters 
to  king  Charles,  and  accomplished  other  busines  and   message 
prescribed  vnto  him  by  quene  Anne :  and  when  be  had  dispatched 
the  queene's  other  letters,  he  attended  the  businesse  of  his  lord 
Andrea   Borgo.     The  king  perused  the  contentes  of  the  letters 
sent   vnto  him  by   his  sister  and  kynswoman,  so  did    the   lord 
chauncellour,  (which  at  that  time  was  the  lord  Mercurino  Gattinara,) 
and  other,  to  whom  the  queenes  had  written:  whereby  the  king 
was  solicited   to  stand  good  lord,   to  the  lorde  Andrea  Borgo, 
and  likewise  exhorted  him  to  be  beneficial  to  mayster  Phylippo, 
whom  for  his  good  condicions  and  experience  they  had  sent  vnto 
him  in  the  ambassage.     Vpon  a  day  the  king  moued  by  the  lorde 
chancellor,  caused  maister  Philippo  to  come  before  him,  to  whom 
kneling  before  his  maiesty,  the  king  said  these  words  :  "  The  tes- 
timony and  report  so  honorably  made  of  you  by  the  two  queenes, 
from  whom  you  brought  vs  letters,  and  the  hope  which  we  haue  to 
find  you  a  faithful  and  profitable  seruant,  and  to  be  correspondent 
in  effecte  to  the  tenor  of  those  letters,  moueth  vs  to  accepte  you 
into  the  numbre  of  one  of  our  secretaries,  wherein  before  our 
presence  you  shal  sweare  vnto  vs  to  be  faithfull  and  true."     Mai- 
ster Philippo  that  expected  for  no  sutch  dignity-,  maruelled  at  the 
kyng's  wordes,  and  there  by  oth  ministred  vnto  hym  by  the  lorde 
cbauncellour  was  receyued  into  his  seruice,  and  exercysed  that. 
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office,  in  singular  fauor  of  the  king,  to  the  great  satjsfaction  of  al 
men.     And  after  that  king  Charles  was  elected  emperor,  knowing 
the  experience  that  maister  Philippo  had  in  the  affaires  of  Italy, 
and  specially  in  Lombardie,  be  commytted  vnto  hyoi  all  matters 
touchyng  the  state  of  the  region,  which  so  happily  came  to  passe 
to  maister  Philippo,  as  besides  the  ornaments  of  vertue  and  wise- 
dom,  he  acquyred  greate  riches,  and  yet  he  continually  serued  and 
worshipped  the  queene  as  his  noble  patronesse  and  worthy  mys- 
tresse.    Tel  me  now  ye  faire  ladies  and  gentlewomen :  what  shall 
we  say  of  the  princely  behauiour  and  noble  disposition  of  this 
qaeene  ?     Truly  in  my  iudgmeat,  she  deserueth  that  prayse  and 
commendation  that  may  be  attributed  to  the  mosle  excelleQte 
ladye  of  the  worlde,  who  neuer   gaue  ouer  hir  faythful  seruant 
tyl  she  bad  bountifully  with  hir  own  hands  and  commendation, 
rendred  voto  hym  a  most  pryncely  rewarde.     And  as  the  sunne 
in  beautye  and  bryghtnesse  doeth  surmounte  the  other  furniture 
of  the  skies,  euen  so  magnyfycence,  and  liberality  in  ech  lady 
doth  excell  all  other  vertues,  specially  in  those  personages,  that 
keepe  the  state  of  princes.     But  to  conclude,  mete  and  requisite  it 
is,  that  yee  beautify  this  most  curluous  and  iiberall  queene 
wyth  due  prayses:  for  surely  in  my  iudgement,  if  all  wo- 
men would  confer  theyr  heades  and  wittes  together, 
and  deuise  hymnes,  and  sonnets  of  liberality, 
they   can  neuer  sufficiently  be    able 
to  celebrate  the  prayse  and  glory 
of  ihys  queene. 
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The  getilie  and  iust  art  of  Alexander  de  Medtces  Duke  of  Florence, 
vpon  a  gentleman  tchom  he  fauoured,  who  hauing  rauished  the 
daughter  qf'apoore  my  Her,  caused  him  to  nutrt/  hir,for  the  greater 
honour  and  celebration  whereof,  he  appointed  hir  a  rich  and  ho- 
nourable dowry. 

If  the  force  of  vertue  were  apparant  at  the  sight  of  eye,  it  would 
be  deemed  to  be  of  lease  value  ihaa  the  greatnesse  thereof  deser- 
ueth  (for  sondrj  causes  rising  in  the  mindes  of  men)  and  that  by 
performinge  the  little  which  rested  for  th'entier  perfection  of  hir 
whole  vnited  glory.  Now  because  that  hir  effects  be  diuerse,  and 
that  dyuersly  they  be  vsed,  the  examples  also  of  sutch  diuersity, 
do  variate  and  make  diuerse  the  affections  of  men  :  some  to  follow 
that  quality  and  other  that  part,  proceeding  from  the  whole  and 
perfect  body  of  vertue,  which  hath  caused  some  to  win  the  price 
of  moflesiy  and  temperance  in  their  deedes,  other  full  of  magnar 
nimity  (nut  familiar  to  many)  hane  resisted  the  assaults  of  fortune. 
Many  other  haue  embraced  that  only  honor  whych  is  the  Dourice 
of  ech  good  act,  whereby  they  haue  either  wel  ruled  the  stale  of 
free  citties,  or  guided  the  armies  of  mighty  monarchs.  And  sutch 
whilom  the  cities  of  Rome,  Athenes,  Sparta,  and  the  auncient 
monarchs  of  the  Medes,  Persians,  and  the  Assyrians  did  see. 
1  wil  omit  a  good  company  of  the  sage  and  wyse,  which  haue 
appaysed  the  troubles  of  citties,  the  inquietations  of  palaces, 
the  cries  of  iudgement  scates,  the  dissimulation  and  dcceiptfull 
flatteries  of  courts,  the  carefull  griefs  .which  the  housholder  by 
gouernment  of  bis  house  and  family  doth  sustaine  and  feele, 
of  purpose  more  frankly  to  retire  to  the  study  of  sapience,  which 
alone  is  able  to  make  a  man  happy,  and  worthy  to  be  partaker  of 
the  diuinity.  But  aboue  al,  1  wiJ  prayse  him  which  not  subiect 
to  the  law  lyueth  neuerthelesse  like  him  that  is  most  thrall  there- 
unto, or  without  respect  of  blonde  or  frendship  shall  exercise 
iuslice  vpoD  his  dearest  and  best  beloued :  as  in  olde  time  Man- 
iius  and  Torquatus  at  Rome,   the   people  of  Athenes   towards 
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one  Titnagoras,  who  beyond  the  duty  of  the  ambassador  of  a  frank 
citly,  fel  down  on  bis  knees  and  worshipped  the  Persian  king. 
And  in  our  time  the  marquize  of  Ferrara,  by  doing  to  death  his 
own  SOD  for  aduhry  committed  wytii  his  mother  in  law.  And 
yet  iustice  may  sauour  of  some  cruelty,  which  rather  turneth  to 
shame  than  praise:  as  Ihon  Maria  Visconte  duke  of  Milan,  when 
he  caused  a  conetous  priest  to  be  buried  quick  with  the  corps  of 
him  whom  he  had  refused  to  bury  without  money,  the  history 
wherof  is  hereafter  remembred.  So  as  mediocrity  of  punishment 
ought  to  be  yoked  with  the  rigor  of  law,  for  the  mitigation  thereof. 
And  bebokle,  wherefore  the  great  dictator  lulius  Caisar  loued  bet- 
ter to  gajTi  the  heart  of  his  enemies  with  mercy,  than  vanquish  and 
bring  them  to  obedience  with  massy  manacles  and  giucs  of  iron. 
Moreouer  in  our  age  Alphonsus  of  Aragon  (the  true  sampler  of  a 
iust  and  righteous  prynce)  dyd  not  hee  esteeme  (when  hee 
«trayghtly  besieged  Gaiette)  the  ^'yctory  to  be  more  gloryous  and 
better  gotten,  which  is  done  by  composition  and  gentlcnesse,  than 
the  bloudy  conquest,  colored  wyth  teares  and  bloud  of  a  poore 
simple  people?  And  truly  princes, and  great  lordes,  specially  they 
which  newly  (without  succession  rcceyued  from  their  ancestors) 
arriue  to  the  gonemmcnt  of  some  commonwealth,  ought  continu- 
ally to  haue  before  their  eies,  an  honest  seuerity  for  the  holines  of 
the  law,  and  a  graue  mildenesse,  to  moderat  the  rigour  of  their 
daety :  for  by  that  meanes  right  is  mainteined,  the  heart  of  man  is 
won,  so  wel  as  by  violence:  and  the  state  of  goucrnment  taketh  so 
good  footing,  as  the  winde  of  no  sedition  afterwards  can  remoue 
the  same,  beinge  founded  vpon  a  sure  stone,  and  framed  vpon  a 
rock  durable  for  a  long  tyme.  Whereof  wee  haue  an  example  of 
fresh  memory  of  a  kinde  act,  full  both  of  wysedome  and  of  gentle 
seuerity,  in  a  prynce  of  our  time,  who  wythout  effusion  of  bloud 
punished  with  rigor  enough,  a  trespasse  committed,  and  sweetely 
remitted  the  payne  vpon  him,  which  merited  grieuous,  na}'  mortall 
punishment,  as  at  large  you  shall  see  by  the  discourse  that  follow- 
eth.  Alexander  de  Medices,  fauoured  by  the  church  of  Rome, 
(and  armed  with  the  papall  standard)  was  hee  that  first  with  great 
actiuiiy  and  wisedome  inueyed  theseniory  of  Florence,  immediatly 
vKurping  the  name,  title,  and  prerogatiue  of  duke.    The  same, 
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albeit  vpon  the  prime  face  he  was  odious  to  the  people  of  Florence, 
wroth  for  losing  uf  their  ancient  liberty,  and  displeasant  to  the 
senatours  and  potentates,  to  see  them  selues  depriued  of  the  soue- 
raignty  of  iusiice,  and  of  the  authority  they  had  to  commaund 
ouer  all  the  citizens,  yet  for  all  that  was  he  indued  wyth  so  good 
qualities,  and  gouerned  so  wel  his  principality,  as  that  which  at 
the  beginning  was  termed  tyranny,  was  receyued  as  iust  domina- 
tion, and  that  which  was  supposed  to  be  abused  by  force,  seemed 
to  be  done  as  it  wexe  by  lawfuU  succession.  And  they  counted 
ihemselues  happy  (when  they  saw  their  lucke  to  bee  sutch  as  their 
common  wealth  must  needs  obey  the  aduice  and  pleasure  of  one 
prince  alone)  to  haue  a  soueraygn  lord,  so  wise,  so  vertuous  and  so 
ful  of  curtesie :  and  albeit  in  ail  other  things  he  shewed  himselfe 
prayse  worthy,  noble,  and  of  gentle  kinde,  yet  in  this  he  vanquish- 
ed himselfe  in  himselfe,  by  that  indifferent  iustice,  which  made 
him  wonderful,  denying  the  same  to  none,  and  in  no  one  iote  shewed 
himselfe  parcial  to  any,  which  thought  by  hym  to  bee  supported 
in  their  follies ;  and  that  which  is  more  to  bee  wondred  in  him, 
and  doth  augment  the  pra3'se  of  his  integrity  in  iudgement,  was, 
that  he  punished  in  another  the  thynge,  which  hee  ought  to  haue 
pardoned  and  remitted,  hee  hymselfe  beinge  attaynted  wyth  that 
dysease.  But  thys  good  duke  apply ed  to  reason,  to  tyme,  and  to 
the  grauity  of  the  fact  and  quality  of  the  offended  persones : 
for  where  the  greatnesse  of  a  deede  surpasseth  all  occasion  of  par- 
don and  mercye,  there  the  prynce,  iudge,  or  magistrate  ought  to 
dispoyle  and  put  of  his  sweetest  affections,  to  apparell  himselfe 
with  rigor,  whych  reacheth  the  knyfe  into  the  hand  of  the  ruler,  of 
purpose  that  pryuate  familiaritic,  do  not  in  ende  rayse  in  the  sub- 
iect's  hearte  a  contempte  of  superiours,  and  vnbrydled  licence, 
lawlesse  to  liue  at  their  pleasure.  Now  the  thing  which  I  meane 
to  tell,  consisteth  in  the  proofe  of  a  rare  and  exquisite  prynce, 
which  seldome  or  neuer  harboureth  in  yong  age,  the  heates  where- 
of can  not  but  with  greate  difficultie,  feele  the  coldnesse  and  cor- 
rection of  reason  :  and  likewise  the  causes  from  whence  wisdome'g 
force  proceede,  do  rest  in  longe  experience  of  things,  whereby  men 
waxe  olde  in  ripenesse  of  witte,  and  theyr  deedes  become  worthy 
of  prayse.    This  duke  Alexander  ordred  so  wel  his  estates,  and 
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Icepte  sntch  a  goodly  and  plentifull  court,  as  the  same  gaue  place 
to  no  prynce  of  Italy,  how  great  or  rich  so  euer  it  was,  which 
noble  court  he  kept  aswell  for  his  owne  garde  and  honor  as  to 
shew  the  natural!  stoutnesse  of  his  corage,  not  vsing  forall  that  any 
insolencieor  vnseemely  dealing  agaynste  the  haynous  and  auncient 
enemies  of  his  familie.     Amongs  his  gallant  troupe  of  courtiers 
which  ordinarily  attended,  there  was  a  Florentine  gentleman,  very* 
neare  the  duke,  and  the  beste  beeloucd  of  them  all.     This  yong 
gentleman  had  a  manor  hard  by  Florence,  where  he  was  very  well 
and  stately  lodged,  which  caused  him  many  times  to  forsake  the 
city,  wyth  two  of  his  companions,  to  recreate  himself  in  that 
pleasant  place.     It  chaunced  vpon  a  time,  he  being  in  his  fieldish 
house,  besides  the  which  there  was  a  my  11,  the  maister  of  the  sayd 
myll  bad  a  passing  fayre  daughter,  whom  thys  gentleman  did  well 
marke  and  beholde,  and  with  hir  beauty  beecame  straungely  in 
loue,  in  whom  also  appeared  some  noble  port,  that  exceded  the 
bloud  and  race  whereof  she  came.     But  what  i    The  heauens  be 
not  to  spare  distributers  of  theyr  gifts,  but  sometimes  they  diuide 
them  with  the  least  measure,  and  at  some  other  times  in  equall 
weight  or  greatest  heape,  to  them  that  be  of  the  basest  sorte  and 
popular  degree,  so  wel,  as  to  the  greatest  and  of  most  noble  race- 
Rome  somtimes  hath  seen  a  bondman  and  slaue,  somtimes  a  runne- 
gate's  Sonne,  for  his  wit  and  courage  to  beare  the  scepter  in  his 
hand,  and  to  decide   the  causes  of  that  lofty  people,  who  by 
sleyghts  and  practises,  aspired  the  empyre  of  the  whole  worlde. 
And  he  that  within  our  fathers  remembrance  desirelh  to  knowe 
what  great  Tamberlane  of  Tartaric  was,  the   astonishment   and 
mine  of  al  the  east  partes,  shall  well  perceyue  that  his  originall 
sorted  from  the  vulgar  sorte,  and  from  the  lowest  degree  that  was 
amongs  all  estates :  whereby  must  be  confessed,  that  the  goodnesse 
of  nature  is  suich  and  so  great,  as  she  will  heipe  hir  nourice  chil- 
dren (whalsoeuer  they  be,)  the  best  she  can :  not  that  I  meane  to 
infer  hereby,  but  that  the  bloud  of  predecessors,  with  the  institu- 
tion of  their  posterity,  mutch  augmenteth  the  force  of  the  spirit, 
and  accomplisheth  that  more  sincerely  whereunto   nature  hath 
giuen  a  beginninge.     Now  to  com  to   our  purpose,  this  yong 
courtier,  taken  and  chayned  in  the  bands  of  loue,  fettred  and 
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fiHcdMHigfat  the  meaoes  bow  be  ovght  iniov  the  thynge  after 
which  bee  boped.  To  looe  Inr  be  deemed  it  mworthy  of  his 
6egK :  and  jet  he  knew  Ur  to  be  sutch  (bj  report  of  many)  as 
had  a  verj  good  wit,  toogue  at  wjll,  and  which  is  more  esteemed, 
a  par^oa  and  miiror  of  chaste  life  and  modesty.  Wkiicb  tor- 
mented this  amofoas  Moonsier  beyond  measure,  and  yet  cbaunged 
not  his  affection,  assoriog  bimseife  that  at  length  he  should  at- 
tayne  the  end  of  his  desires;,  and  giut  that  bis  vasatiable  hunger, 
which  pressed  him  fiom  day  today  to  gather  the  sooteand  saoorona 
frate  which  loners  so  egerly  sue  for  at  maydens  handes  of  sembla- 
ble  age,  who  then  was  betweene  xti.  and  xvii.  yeares.  This  loner 
dyd  to  vnderstand  to  hys  companions  bis  griele  and  frensie,  who 
sory  for  the  same,  assayed  by  all  meanes,  to  make  him  forget  it,  tel- 
ling hym  that  it  was  mseemely  for  a  gentleman  of  his  accompt,  to 
make  himselfe  a  fable  to  tbe  people,  which  woulde  come  to  passe  if 
they  knew  how  mdiscretely  bee  had  placed  hys  looe:  and  that 
there  >rere  a  number  of  fayre  and  honest  gentlewomen  more  to 
whom  besides  conuenably  and  with  greater  contentation  he  might 
addresse  the  same.  But  he  which  mutch  lesse  saw,  than  blind 
loue  himselfe  that  was  his  guid,  and  he  that  was  more  bare  of 
reason  and  aduice  than  tlie  poets  fayne  Cupido  to  be  naked  of 
apparell,  would  not  harken  to  the  good  counsel,  which  his  com- 
panions gaue  him,  but  rather  sayd  that  it  was  lost  time  for  them 
to  vse  sutch  spech,  for  he  had  rather  dy,  and  indure  all  the  mocks 
and  scoffs  of  the  world,  than  lose  the  most  delicate  pray  (in  his 
mynde,)  that  could  chaunce  into  the  hands  of  man,  adding  more- 
ouer,  that  the  homeiynesse  and  rudenes  of  the  country,  had  not 
so  mutch  anoyed  his  new  beloued,  but  she  deserned  for  hir  beauty 
to  be  compared  with  the  greatest  minion  and  finest  attj-red  gen- 
tlewoman of  the  citty :  for  this  mayden  had  but  the  ornament  and 
mynionnesse  which  nature  had  enlarged,  where  other  artificially 
force  by  trumperies,  to  vsurpe  that  which  the  heauens  deny  them. 
"Touching  hir  vertue  let  that  passe  in  silence,  si  thens  that  she" 
(quod  he  sighinge)  "  is  to  chast  and  vertuous  for  one  whom  I  would 
choose  to  daly  withal:  my  desire  is  not  to  make  hir  a  Lucrece,  or 
some  of  those  auncient  matrones,  which  in  elder  yeres  builded 
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the  temple  of  woman's  Fortune  at  Rome."    The  companioni  of  thia 
louer  seeing  how  he  was  bent,  promised  him  what  tliey  were  able 
to  doe,  foraccomplisliment  of  his  will,  for  the  which  he  tlianked 
them  very  heartely,  offring  like  duty,  where  fortune  should  prepare 
the  proofe  of  their  affection  and  neede  of  bis  amorous  seruice  :  ia 
the  meane  time,  conceiuing  in  bis  minde  some  new  deuice,  which 
so  soone  as  he  had  found  out  was  not  able  to  be  brought  to  passe, 
and  knowing  that  the  duke  seldome   would  haue  him  out  of  his 
sight,  began  to  inuent  lyes,  doing  hym  to  vnderstand  that  he  had 
necessary  occasion,  for  a  certain  time,  to  remain  and   be  at  his 
country  bouse.     The  duke  which  loucd  him,  and   who  thought 
that  either  he  had  som  secret  sicknes,  or  els  som  wench  which  he 
was  loth  to  discouer  before  his  companions,  gaue  him  leaue  for  a 
month,  which  so  ple.ised  this  amorous  gentlemau,  as  he  lept  for 
ioye,  and  was  not  able  to  rest  one  hour  before  he  had  found  out  his 
frends  and  companions,  to  mount  on   horsback  to   visit  hir  that 
had  vnder  hir  power  and  obeisance  the  best  portion  of  him,  which 
was  his  hart  and  his  most  secret  thought.     When  he  was  come  to 
his  countrey  house,  hee  began  to  staike   abrode,  and  daunce  a 
iDund  about  the  mill,  where  his  beloued  did  dwel,  who  was  not  so 
foolish,  but  by  and  by  suspected  whereunto  those  goings  and  com- 
mings  of  the  pilgrim  tended,  and  for  what  pray  he  led  his  dogs  in 
lease,  and  caused  so  many  nets  and  cords  to  be  displayed  by  hun- 
ters of  euery  age  and  sexe,  who  to  discouer  the  countrey,  assa3'de 
by  beating  the  bushes,  to  take  the  beaste  at  forme:  for  which 
cause  she  also  for  hir  part,  began  to  fly  the  snares  of  those  byrders, 
and  the  raunging  of  the  dogs  that  vented  after  hir,  strayinge  not 
from  the  house  of  the  good   man   hir   father:  whereof  this  poore 
louer  conceyued  great  dispayre,  not  knowinge  by  what  meanes  he 
might  rouse  the  game  after  which  he  hunted,  ne  finde  the  meanes 
to  do  hir  vnderstand  his  playnts  and  vnuieasured  griefe  of  heart, 
tlie  firme  loue,  and  sinceere  mynde  wherewyth  he  was  so  earnestly 
bent,  both  to  obay  and  loue  hir  aboue  all  other:  and  that  which 
most  of  all  increased  his  payne,  was  that  of  so  great  a  troupe  of 
messages  whych  he  had  sent,  with  giftes  and  promisses  the  better 
to  atchieue  his  purpose,  no  one  was  able  to  take  place  or  force 
(neuer  so  little)  the  chastity  of  that  sober  and  modest  mayde.     It 
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chaunced  one  clay  as  this   gentleman  was  walking  a  long  a  wodc 
side  newly  felled,   hard  adioyning   to  his  house,  by  wliych  there 
was  acleare  and  goodly  fountayne  shadowed  betweene  two  thick  and 
lofty  maple  trees,  themyllcr's  daughter  went  thitherfor  water,  and 
as  she  ha<l  set  downe  hir  payles  vpon  the  fonntaine  brink,  hir  louer 
came  vnto  hir,  litle  thinking  of  sutch  a  ioyful  meeting,  which  he 
wel  declared  by  these  words :  "  Praysedbe  God,  that  when  I  hoped 
least  of  this  good  hap,  he  hath  sent  me  hither,  to  see  the  onely  sub- 
staunce  of  my  ioy."     Then  turn) nge  his  face  towards  the  mayden, 
sayd  vnto  hir:  "  Is  it  true  that  thou  art  heere  (or  do   I  dreame) 
and  so  neare  to  him  that  most  desireth  to  gratyfie   thee  in  any 
thynge  whexewyth  it  may  please  thee  to  commaunde  him?  Wilt 
thou  not  haue  pity  vpon  the  paynes  and  griefs  which  continually 
I  indure  for  the  extreme  loue  I  beare  iheef"    And  saying  so,  he 
would  haue  imbraced  hir.     But  the  mayde,  which  cared  no  more 
for  his  flatteries,  than  bt-fore  she  did  for  his  presents  and  messages 
seeing  the  same  to  tend  to  nothing  else  but  to  hir  mine  and  great 
dishonor,  wyth  stout countenaiince,  and  by  hirliuely  colourdeclar- 
ing  the  chast  and  vertuous  motion  of  hir  bloud,  sayd  to  this  valiant 
gentleman :  "  How  now,  syr,  do  you  thinke  that  the  vilenesse  of 
myne  apparell,  holdeth  lesse  venue,  than  is  vnder  the  rich  and 
sumptuous  ornaments  of  greatest  ladyes  '(  do  you  suppose  that  my 
bringing  vp  hath  bred  in  me  sutch  grose  bloud,  as  for  your  only 
pleasure,  1  shoulde  corrupt  the  perfection  of  my  minde,  and  blot 
the  honour  which  hitherto  so  carefully  I  haue  kept  and  religiously 
presenied?  Be  sure  that  sooner  death  shall  seperate  the  soule  from 
my  body,  than   wilhngly  I  would  suffer  the  ouerthrow  and  viola- 
tion of  my  virginity.    It  is  not  the  part  of  sutch  a  gentleman  as 
you  be,thus  to  espy  and  aubtlely  pursue  vs  poore  countrey  maydens 
to  charme  vs  with  your  sleights  and  guilfull  taike :  it  is  not  the 
duety  of  a  gentleman  to  subborne  sutch  vaunte  currors  to  discouer 
and  put  in  perill,  the  honour  of  chaste  maydens  and  honest  wyues, 
as  heretofore  you  haue  done  to  me.     It  ought  to  suffice,  that  you 
haue  receyued  shame  by  repulse  of  your  messengers,  and  not  to 
come  your  selfe  to  bee  partaker  of  their  confiision."  "  And  that  is 
it,  that  ought  to  moue  you  sweete   heart"  (aunswered   he)  "  to 
take  pitty  vpon  my  griefe,  so  playnly  seeing  that  vnfaynedly  I  doe 
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loue  yoD,  and  that  my  loue  is  so  well  planted,  as  rather  bad   [ 
saflfer  death,  than  occasion  the  least  oiTeoce  that  may  displease 
you  :  only  I  beseech  you,  not  to  shew  your  selfe  so  cruel  vnto  him, 
who  disdayoing  all  other,  hath  made  you  so  frank  an  offer  both 
of  himselfe  and  of  al  that  he  hath  to  coramaund."    The  maide  not 
greatly  trusting  his  words,  feared  that  he  prolonged  time  to  make 
hir  slay  till  hys  seruanls  came  to  steale  hir  way :  and  therefore 
without  further  aunswere,  she  taking  vp  hir  payles,  and  half  run- 
ning till  she  came  neere  the  myll,  escaped  his  hands,  telling  hir 
father  no  part  of  that  talk  belwene  them :  who  began  already  to 
doubt  the  treason,  deuised  by  the  gentleman,  agaynst  the  pudicity 
of  his  daughter,  vnto  whom  he  neuer  disclosed  his  suspition,  were 
it  that  he  knew  hir  to  be  vertuous  inough,  and  constant  to  resist 
the  luring  assaults  of  loue,  or  considred  the  imbecillity  of  our 
flesh,  and  the  malice  of  the  same,  which  dayly  aspireth  things 
thereunto  defended,  and  by  lawes  limitted  and  prescribed,  which 
lawes  it  ought  not  to  excede,  and  yet  therof  it  wisheth  the  abo- 
lishment.   The  gentleman  seeinge  that  the  maydeii  had  forsakea 
hym,  and  little  esteemed   hys  amorous  onset,  outraged  for  loue, 
and  chafed  wyth  choler,  spake  these  wordes  to  hymselfe:   "Ah 
foolish  and  dastard  louer,  what  didst  thou  meane  when  thou  hadst 
hir  so  neere  thee,  in  place  so  commodious,  where  shee  durst  not 
gaynesay  thee   that  thou  didst  no  better  pursue  hir?  and  what 
knowest  thou  if  shee  came  of  purpose  to  ease  thy  payne  and  to 
finish  thy  troublesome  trauels  ?  Surely-  1  suppose  she  did  so,  but 
that  slvame  and  duety  forced  hir  to   vse   those  wordes,  to  make 
mee    thinke,    that    lygbtly    she  would    not    bee  ouercome   by 
persuasions :  and  put  the  case  that  it  were  not  so,  who   coulde 
haue  let  mee  to  take  by  force  that,  whereunto  willingly  she  would 
notaccorde:  but  what  is  she  to  be  reuenged  of  sutch  an  iniuryp 
She  is  for  conclusion  the  daughter  of  a  miller,  and  may  make  hir 
vaunte,ihat  she  hath  mocked  a  gentleman,  wlio  beinge  alone  wyth 
hir,  and  buminge  wyth  loue,  durst  not  staunch  hys   thirst  (al- 
though full  dry)  so  neere  the  fountayne :  and  by  God  (sayd  he, 
rising  from  a  greene  banke  neere   the  fountayne's  side)  if  I  dy 
therefore,  I  wyll  haue  it  eyther  by  loue  or  force."     In  this  wicked 
and  tyrannicall  mynde,  hee  returned  to  hys  place,  where  his  com- 
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panions  seeing  him  so  oat  of  quiet,  sayd  vnto  him :  "  Is  thys 
the  gaise  of  gentle  minde,  to  abase  it  selfe  to  the  pursute  of  so 
simple  a  wench?  doe  not  you  know  the  malice  of  that  sexe,  and 
the  guiles  wherewith  those  serpents  poyson  men;  care  you  so 
little  for  a  woman  as  she  doth  for  you,  and  then  wyll  she  imbrace 
you  and  make  mutch  of  you,  whose  only  study  is  (wiiich  I  beieeue) 
to  frame  hirselfe  agaynst  all  that,  for  which  humble  sute  is  made : 
but  admit,  that  women  hath  some  qualities  to  draw  men  to  loue 
them,  to  honour  and  serue  them,  which  if  it  so  be  truely  that 
office  and  dutiful!  deuoyre  ought  to  be  imployed  in  seruice  of 
them,  that  be  honourable  and  in  spirite  and  iodgement  of  gentle 
kinde,  which  no  doubt  wij  counteruayle  the  merite  of  sutch  a 
suter :  and  certesse  1  am  of  opinion  that  a  man  may  vaynely  con- 
sume a  yere  or  two  in  pursute  and  seruice  of  this  mealy  countrey 
wench,  so  well  as  addresse  his  loue  in  the  obedience  of  some  fayre 
and  honest  gentlewoman  :  which  courteously  and  with  some  fauour 
wyll  recompence,  the  trauayles  of  hir  seniaunt,  where  that  rude 
and  sottish  gyrle,  by  pryde  will  vaunt  and  looke  a  loft,  at  the 
honor  done  vnto  hir,  despise  theym  whose  worthynesse  she  knoweth 
not,  and  whom  neyther  she  nor  the  best  of  her  seede,  be  worthy  to 
serue  in  any  respect:  will  you  know  then  what  I  thinke  best  for 
you  to  dof  myne  aduice  is  then,  that  one  of  these  euenings,  she 
be  trussed  vp  in  a  maile  and  brought  hither,  or  in  some  place  els 
where  you  thinke  good,  that  you  may  enioy  at  pleasure  the  beauty 
of  hir  whom  you  do  praise  and  wonder  at  so  mutch:  and  after- 
wards let  hir  dissemble  if  she  lusi,  and  make  a  iewel  of  hir  chas- 
tity when  she  hath  not  to  triumph  ouer  you,  by  bearing  away  the 
victory  of  your  pursutes."  "  Ah  my  good  frend,"aunswered  the 
desperate  louer,  "  how  rightly  you  touch  the  most  daungeroug 
place  of  al  my  wound,  and  how  soueraygne  a  salue  and  plaister 
you  apply  therevnto :  I  had  thought  truly  to  intreate  you  of  that, 
whereof  eueu  now  you  haue  made  the  ouerture,  but  fearing  to 
offend  you,  or  to  mutch  vsurpe  vpon  your  friendship,  rather  bad  I 
suffer  a  death  continual),  than  rayse  one  point  of  offence,  or  dis- 
conlenlation  in  them,  which  so  frankly  haue  offi-ed  to  doe  me 
pleasure,  whereof  (by  God's  assisUunce)  I  hope  to  be  acquited 
with  ail  duety  and  office  of  frendship.    Now  resteth  it,  to  put  in 
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proofe,  the  effect  of  your  deuise,  and  that  so  sliortly  as  I  can  :  in 
like  munncryou  see  that  ihetcrme  of  my  hccrc  abode,  will  shurtiy 
expire,  and  if  wee  be  once  at  the  courtc,  impossible  it  is  for  me 
to  recouer  so  good  occasion,  and  peraduenture  she  wil  be  maried, 
or  some  other  shal  cary  away  the  pray  after  which  1  haue  beaten 
the  bush."  The  plot  then  of  this  mayden's  rape,  was  resulued 
vpon,  and  the  first  espied  occasion  taken:  but  the  louer  which 
feared  least  this  heat  of  his  conjpaiiions  would  coole,  sollicited 
them  so  match,  as  the  execution  was  ordayned  the  following 
night :  which  they  did,  not  so  mutch  for  the  pleasure  of  their 
frend,  to  whom  in  sutch  aduentures  they  ought  to  deny  all  heipe, 
(sith  frendship  ought  not  to  passe,  Sed  vsq;  ad  aras,  as  Pericles 
the  Athenian  sayd,  so  far  as  was  sufferable  by  the  lawes  of  God) 
as  for  that  they  wer  of  nature  of  the  self  same  tramp,  which  their 
passionate  companion  was,  and  would  liaue  made  no  conscience 
to  enterpryse  the  same  for  themselues,  although  the  other  had  not 
tolde  them  h3'9  affections :  these  bee  the  truictes  of  vnruled  youth, 
wherein  onely  the  verdure  and  greennesse  of  the  age  beareth 
greatest  sway,  the  wyll  whereof  reason  can  not  restrayne,  which 
sooner  reclineth  to  the  carnall  part,  than  to  that  which  tendeih  to 
the  honest  repast  aad  contentment  of  the  mynd.  The  next  night, 
they  three  accompanied  with  v.  or  vi.  seruaunts  (so  honest  as 
tbeyr  maisters)  gaue  the  onset  in  armure  and  weapons  well  ap- 
pointed to  defende  and  hurt,  if  any  resistance  were  made,  they 
myght  be  able  to  repell  theyr  aduersaries.  Thus  about  two  of  the 
clocke  in  the  night  tbey  came  to  the  mil,  the  heauens  hauyng 
throwne  theyr  mantell  ouer  the  vaporous  earthe,  and  dymmed  hir 
face  wyth  theyr  vayle  obscure  and  darke,  and  yet  not  sutch,  but 
that  the  ayre  was  cloudye  cleere :  and  when  no  man  doubted  of  so 
great  oflence,  and  of  sutch  vnhappy  rape,  they  brake  into  the 
poore  miller's  house,  bcetwene  whose  arnies  they  toke  away  his 
daughter  deare,  and  almost  dead  for  feare,  piteously  began  to  cry 
for  help,  defending  herself  so  well  as  she  could  from  those  thecues 
and  murderers.  The  desolate  father  raging  with  no  lesse  fury  then 
the  Hircanian  tigre,  when  hir  faucons  be  kylled  or  taken  away,  ran 
first  to  one,  and  then  to  another,  to  stay  them  from  carying  of  hir 
away,  for  whom  tbey  came.     In  the  end  the  amorous  rauishcr  of 
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panions  Beeing  liiin  so  out  of  quiet,  sayd  vnto  him :  "  Is  thys 
the  guise  of  gentle  minde,  to  abase  it  selfe  to  the  pursute  of  so 
simple  a  wench  ?  doe  not  you  know  the  malice  of  that  sexe,  and 
the  guiles  wherewith  those  serpents  poyson  men?  care  you  so 
little  for  a  woman  as  she  doth  for  you,  and  then  wylj  she  imbrace 
you  and  make  mutch  of  you,  whose  only  study  is  (which  I  beleeue) 
to  frame  hirselfe  agaynst  all  tliat,  for  which  humble  sute  is  made : 
but  admit,  that  women  hath  some  qualities  to  draw  men  to  loue 
them,  to  honour  and  serue  them,  which  if  it  so  be  truely  that 
office  and  dutiful!  deuoyre  ought  to  be  imployed  in  seruice  of 
them,  that  be  honourable  and  in  spirite  and  lodgement  of  gentle 
kinde,  which  no  doubt  wit  counteruayle  the  merite  of  sutch  a 
suter:  and  certesse  1  am  of  opinion  that  a  man  may  vaynely  con- 
sume a  yere  or  two  in  pursute  and  seruice  of  this  mealy  oountrey 
wench,  so  well  as  addresse  his  loue  in  the  obedience  of  some  fayre 
and  honest  gentlewoman  :  which  courteously  and  with  some  fauour 
wyll  recompence,  the  trauayles  of  hir  seruauut,  where  that  rude 
and  sottish  gj'rle,  by  pryde  will  vaunt  and  looke  a  loft,  at  the 
honor  done  vnto  hir,  despise  theym  whose  worthynesse  she  knoweth 
not,  and  whom  ney  ther  she  nor  the  best  of  her  seede,  be  worthy  to 
serue  in  any  respect:  will  you  know  then  what  I  thinke  best  for 
you  to  do?  myne  aduice  is  then,  that  one  of  these  euenings,  she 
be  trussed  vp  in  a  maile  and  bruught  hither,  or  in  some  place  el* 
where  you  thinke  good,  that  you  may  enioy  at  pleasure  thebeauty 
of  hir  whom  you  do  praise  and  wonder  at  so  mulch:  and  after- 
wards let  hir  dissemble  if  she  lust,  and  make  a  iewei  of  hir  chas- 
tity when  she  hath  not  to  triumph  oucr  you,  by  bearing  away  the 
victory  of  your  pursutes."  "  Ah  my  good  frend,"  aunswcred  the 
desperate  louer,  "  how  rightly  you  touch  the  most  daungerous 
place  of  al  my  wound,  and  how  soueraygne  a  salue  and  plaister 
you  apply  therevnto:  I  had  thought  truly  to  intreate  you  of  that, 
whereof  eueu  now  you  haue  made  the  oueriurc,  but  fearing  to 
offend  you,  or  to  mutch  vsurpe  vpon  your  friendship,  rather  had  I 
suffer  a  death  continual!,  than  rayse  one  point  of  olFence,  or  dis- 
contentatiou  in  them,  which  so  frankly  haue  offred  to  doe  roe 
pleasure,  whereof  (by  God's  assislaunce)  I  hope  to  be  acquited 
with  all  duety  and  office  of  frendship.    Now  resteth  it,  to  put  in 


260 


ALEXANDER    DE    MEDICES 


hir,  which  hee  atchieued  in  dispitc  of  hir  teeth,  so  soone  as  hee 
arryued  at  his  owne  house.  Tlie  reiunatint  of  the  niglit  they  lay 
together,  where  hee  vsed  hir  wyth  all  sutcli  k vnde  of  flaitei  inge  and 
louingespeech,asa  ioucr  (of  longe  tyine)  a  siiter  could  deiiise  todo 
to  hir,  whom  at  length  he  dyd  possesse.  Now  all  these  ilatteringe 
follies  tended  onely  to  make  hir  his  owne,  tokcepehirinhyscounlrey 
house  for  liy  s  pleasure.  Shee  that  for  hir  age  (as  before  is  sayd)  w.ns  of 
condition  sage,  and  of  gentle  mynde,  began  subtilely  to  dissemble 
and  fayne  to  take  pleasure  in  thatwhich  wastohirmore  bitter  than 
any  aloes  or  woode  of  myrrha,  and  more  agaynst  hir  heart  than 
remembraunce  of  death,  whych  sty II  shee  wyshed  for  remedy  of 
hir  grjefe,  and  voluntaryly  woulde  haue  killed  her  selfe  lyke  a 
Lucrece,  if  the  feare  of  God,  and  dreadfull  losse  of  bo<ly  and  sonle, 
had  not  turned  hir  mynde, and  also  hoped  in  God  that  the  rauyshei 
should  repayre  the  fault  whych  he  coinmitfed,  and  bearc  the 
pcuaunce  for  his  temerity,  whereof  she  was  no  whit  dcceyued,  as 
yee  shall  perceyue,  by  that  which  presently  doth  follow.  Now 
whilest  the  niuisher  tooke  his  pleasure  wyth  his  rape,  the  miser- 
able father  made  the  ayre  to  sound  with  his  complaints,  accusinge 
fortune  for  letting  the  whorish  varlet  so  to  passe,  wythout  doing 
him  to  fecle  the  lustinesse  of  hys  age,  and  the  force  that  yet 
reasted  in  his  furrowed  face,  and  corpse  withered  with  length  of 
yeares.  In  the  end  knowing  that  his  playnts,  curses,  and  desire 
were  throwne  forth  in  vayne,  perceiuing  also  his  force  vncqual  to 
deale  with  sutch  an  enniuiy,  and  to  get  agayne  by  violence  h^'S 
stolne  daughter,  or  to  recouer  hir  by  that  meaues  whereby  she 
was  taken  away,  he  determined  the  ne.\t  day  to  go  and  complaine 
tu  the  duke:  and  vpon  that  determination  he  layd  him  downe  to 
sleepe  vnder  the  trees,  which  ioyned  to  the  founiayne,  where  some- 
times the  courtier  had  communed  with  his  daughter.  And  seeing 
that  the  element  began  to  shewe  some  splendent  hue  intcrpaicd 
with  coulours  of  white,  yealow,  and  red,  signes  preceedinge  the 
risinge  of  fresh  Aurora,  started  Ironi  his  sleepe,  and  tooke  hys  way 
to  Florence,  whither  he  came,  vpon  the  openinge  of  ihecitty  gates. 
Then  going  to  the  pallace  of  ilu-  duke,  hee  laried  vntill  he  saw  the 
prynce  goe  forth  to  seruice.  The  good  man  seeing  him  of  whom 
he  attended  to  receyue  succour,  fauour,  and  iustice,  began  tofreat. 
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and  rage  for  remembraunce  of  his  receyued  wronge,  and  was 
ashamed  to  see  himself  in  place  not  accustomed  :  and  altlioiigh  it 
grieued  his  heart  wyth  hardy  speach  to  presume  in  presence  of  so 
many,  yet  the  iusl  anger  and  desire  of  vengeance  einboldnetl  hym 
so  mulch,  as  kneelinge  vpon  his  knees  before  the  maiesty  of  the 
duke,  aloud  he  spake  tliese  vfoordes :  "  Alas  (my  soueraygne  lord)  if 
euer  your  grace  had  pity  vpon  a  desolate  man,  full  ofdispayre,  1 
humbly  beseech  the  same  that  now  you  do  regard  the  misery 
which  on  euery  side  assayleth  me.  Haue  j)ity  vpon  the  pouerty 
of  that  vnfortunate  olde  man  agaynst  whom  one  iiath  done  sutch 
wrong,  as  I  hope  by  force  of  your  vertue  and  accustomed  iusiice, 
you  wil  not  leaue  a  sin  so  detestable  without  deserued  punishment, 
for  respect  of  niischiefes  ilint  may  insue  where  sutch  wickednesse 
shalbe  dissembled  without  due  correction."  Sayiuge  so,  the  great 
Icares  ran  downe  his  hory  bearde,  and  by  reason  of  bis  interrupted 
sighes  and  continual  sobbes,  the  pauting  of  his  stomack  might 
easily  baue  bene  perceiued  ail  riueld  for  age,  and  sunne  burned 
with  heate  and  contmuallcountrey  irauaile  :  and  that  which  moued 
most  the  staiiders  by,  was  the  rucfull  loke  of  tlie  good  old  man, 
who  casting  his  lookes  beare  and  there,  beheld  eche  one  with  hys 
holowe  and  dolorous  eyes,  in  sutch  wise  as  if  be  bad  not  spoken 
any  word,  hys  countenance  would  haue  moued  the  lords  to  haue 
compassion  vpon  his  misery,  and  iiis  teares  were  of  sutch  force,  as 
tlie  duke  which  was  a  wyse  man,  and  who  measured  thiiiges  by 
reason's  guide,  prouided  with  wisedome,  and  foreseeinge  not  with- 
out timely  iudgement,  would  know  the  cause  wliych  made  that 
man  so  to  make  his  plaint,  and  notwithstanding  assailed  (with  what 
suspition  1  know  not)  would  not  haue  him  openly  to  tel  hys  tale, 
but  leading  him  aside,  he  sayd  vnlo  him  :  "  My  frend,  albeit  that 
greeuous  faultes  of  great  importance,  ought  grieuously  and  openly 
to  be  corrected,  yet  it  chaunceth  oftentimes,  that  he  whicli  in  a 
heate  and  cholerdoth  execution  for  the  guylt  (although  that  iustly 
after  bee  hath  disgestcd  bis  rage,  at  leasure  bee  repentcih  his  rigor 
and  ouer  sodaine  seueritic,)  ollence  beiug  tmturall  in  man,  may 
somelyme  (where  slaunder  is  not  euidcnt)  by  mild  and  mercyfull 
meancs  forget  the  same  witliunt  infringing  or  violating  the  holy 
and  ciuii  constitutions  of  law  makers.  1  spcakc  thus  mulch  bicause 
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my  heart  doeth  thrubbe  that  some  of  my  house  bane  don  some 
filthy  faulte  against  thee  or  some  of  thine.     Now  I  would  not  that 
they  openlye  should  be  slaundered,  and  yet  lesse  pretend  I  to  leaue 
theyr  faultes  vnpunished,  specially  sutch  as  by  whose  ofTensiue 
cryme  the  common  peace  is  molested,  wherein  I  desyre,  that  my 
people  shoulde  iyue.     For  which  purpose  God  hath  constituted 
prynces  and  potestates  as  shepheardes  and  guides  of  hys  Hocke,  to 
the  ende  that  the  t^'rannicall  fury  of  the  vitious,  mighte  not  destroy, 
deuoure  and  scatter  the  impotente  flocke,  of  no  valoure  if  it  be 
forsaken  and  lefte  forlorne  by  the  mighty  armes  of  pryncipalitics 
and  inonarchyes."    A  singuler  modesty  doubtlesse,  and  an  incrc- 
dyble  example  of  clemencyein  hym,  whomehyscytyzcnsthoughte 
to  be  a  tyrant  and  vniust  vsurper  of  a  free  segnyore,  who  so  priuily 
and  with   sutch  familiarity,  as  the  friend  could  wish  of  his  com- 
panion, hearkened  to  the  cause  of  the  poore  countrey  man,  and 
moreouer  hys  modesty  so  great,  as  hee  would  it  not  to  beeknowen 
what  fault  it  was,  or  else  that  the  offenders  shoulde  publikely  bee 
accused,  offering  for  all  that  to  be  the  reuenger  of  the  wronge  done 
vnto  the  poore,  and  the  punisher  of  the  iniury  exercised  agaynste 
the  desolate,  a  worke  certainly  worthy  of  a  true  Chrystian  prince, 
and  which  establisheth  kingdomes  decayed,  conserueth  iho!>e  that 
be,  rendring  the  prynce  to  be  beloued  of  God,  and  feared  of  his 
subiects.     llie  pore  olde  man  seeing  the  duke  in  so  good  myude, 
and  that  accordingly  hce  demaunded  to  know  the  wrong  don  vnto 
him,  the  name  of  the  factor,  and  that  also  he  had  promised  him  his 
help  and  ryghtfull  correctyon  due  vnto  thedeserued  fault,  the  good 
olde  man  I  say  conceiuing  courage,  recited  from  poynt  to  poynte 
the  whole  discourse  of  the  rape,  and  the  violence  done,  vppon  hys 
poore  vertuous  daughter,  declaring  besides  the  name  and  surname 
of  those  which  accompanied  the  gentleman,  the  author  of  that 
conspirac}',  who  (as  we  haue  already  sayd)  was  one  that  was  in 
greatest  fauor  with  the  duke:  who  notwithstanding  the  loue  that 
he  bare  to  the  accused,  hearing  the  vnworthinesse  of  a  deede  so 
execrable,  said :  "  As  God  liueth  this  is  a  detestable  facte,  and  well 
deseruetha  sharpe  and  cruel  1  punyslmient:  notwithstanding  freeod, 
take  good  heede  that  thou  doeste  not  mistake  the  same,  by  accus- 
ing one  for  an  other,  for  the  gentleman  whome  thou  haste  aamed 
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to  be  the  rauisher  of  thy  daughter,  is  of  all  men  deemed  to  bee 
very  honest,  and  doe  well  assure  thee  that  if  I  finde  ihee  a  Iyer, 
thy  iieade  shall  answere  for  example  to  eche  false  accuser  and 
slaunderer  in  time  to  come.  But  if  the  matter  be  so  true  ns  thou 
bast  sayde,  I  promise  thee  by  the  faith  I  beare  to  God,  so  wel  to 
redresse  thy  wrong,  as  thou  shalthaue  cause  to  be  throughly  satis- 
fied with  my  iustice."  To  whome  the  good  olde  man  thus  answered: 
"  My  lord  the  matter  is  so  true,  as  at  this  day  hee  keepeth  my 
daughter  (like  a  common  strumpet)  in  his  house.  And  if  it  please 
your  highnesse  to  send  thither,  you  shall  know  that  I  doe  not 
falsely  accuse  or  vtter  lying  woordes  before  you,  my  lord  and 
prynce,  in  presence  of  whom  as  before  the  mynister  and  lyeuete- 
naunte  of  God,  man  oughte  not  to  speake  but  truely  and  relige- 
ously."  "  Sith  it  is  so,"  sayd  the  duke, "  get  thee  home  to  thy  house, 
where  God  willing,  I  will  be  this  day  at  dinner,  but  take  hede 
vpon  thy  life,  thou  say  nothing  to  any  man  what  so  euer  he  be :  for 
the  rest  let  me  alone,  I  will  prouide  according  to  reason."  The 
good  man  almost  so  glad  for  his  good  exploit,  as  the  day  before  he 
was  sorowful  for  his  losse,  ioyfully  went  home  to  his  homely  house 
and  countrey  cabane,  whych  he  caused  to  be  made  ready  so  wel  as 
hee  could,  attending  the  comming  of  his  deliuerer,  succor,  support, 
and  iudge,  who  when  he  had  heard  seruice,  commaunded  his  horse 
to  be  made  ready :  "  For  (sayd  he)  1  heare  saj'  there  is  a  wylde 
boare  haunting  hereby,  so  well  lodged  as  is  possible  to  see:  wee 
wyll  goe  thyther  to  wake  hym  from  his  sleepe  and  ease,  and  vse 
tliat  pastime  til  our  dinner  be  ready."  So  departing  from  Florence, 
he  rode  straight  vnto  the  mil  wher  his  dinner  was  prepared  by  hys 
seruauntes.  There  he  dined  very  soberly,  and  vsing  fewe  words 
vnto  his  company,  sate  stil  al  pensiue,  musing  vpon  tliat  he  had  to 
doe:  for  on  the  one  side  the  grauitie  of  the  facte  moued  him 
rigorously  to  chastise  him  which  had  committed  the  same.  On 
the  other  side  the  loue  which  he  bare  him  (niollifiing  his  heart) 
made  him  change  his  minde,  and  to  moderate  his  sentence.  The 
prynce's  minde,  thus  wandering  beetwene  loue  and  rigor,  one 
brought  him  worde  that  the  dogs  had  rousde  the  greatest  hart  that 
euer  he  sawe:  which  newes  pleased  him  very  mutch,  for  by  that 
iueunes  he  scut  away  the  multitude  of  his  gentlemeo  to  follow 
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the  chnse,  retaining  with  him  his  moste  familiar  friends,  and  those 
that  were  of  his  priiiy  and  secrete  couneel,  whom  he  would  to  be 
witnesses  of  that  whicli  he  intended  to  doe,  and  causing  his  hoast 
to  come  before  him,  he  sayd:  "  My  friend,  thou  maste  brynge  vs 
to  the  place  whereof  thys  mornynge  thou  loldest  mc,  that  I  may  dis- 
cbarge my  promyse."  The  courtyers  wondrcd  at  those  woordes, 
ignoraunte  whereunto  the  same  were  spoken  :  but  the  gotjd  man 
whose  hearle  leaptc  for  ioy,  as  already  feelynge  some  greate  bcnefyte 
at  hand,  and  honourc  prepared  for  the  beauty  fyinge  of  liys  house, 
seeynge  the  duke  on  horsebacke,  ran  besydes  hym  in  steade  of  hyg 
Jackcy,  wyth  whome  the  prynce  held  mutch  pleasaunt  talke  all 
along  the  way  as  they  wente  togythcr,  but  they  had  not  gone  fiirre, 
but  the  gentleman  the  rauysher,  wyth  his  companyons,  vnder- 
standyng  that  the  duke  hunted  there  aboutes,  came  to  doe  hym 
reuerence:  and  his  fortune  was  sutch,  as  hee  nor  any  of  his  frends 
perceiucd  the  olde  man,  by  mcanes  whereof  they  nothing  sus- 
pected what  did  insue.  For  that  cause  the  said  rauisher  said  to  his 
prince:  "  My  lord,  if  fortune  had  so  mutch  fauoredme.as  I  mighte 
haue  knowen  of  your  commyng  into  these  quarters,  I  would  liaue 
don  my  duetie  toentertaine  you,  not  as  appertayneth  to  the  great- 
nesse  of  your  excellency,  but  according  to  the  ability  of  the  least, 
and  yet  the  most  obedient  of  your  seruaunts."  To  whom  the  duke 
dissembling  his  anger  sayd :  "  Sir,  I  dined  heere  bard  by  within 
my  tents,  not  knowing  that  your  house  was  so  neare  vs:  but  &itli 
that  1  haue  met  you  vpon  your  owne  marches  and  confines,  I 
wyll  notgoe  hence  before  I  see  your  lodging :  for  so  farre  as  I  cao 
indge  by  the  outwarde  parte  of  this  goodly  building,  me  thinkes 
the  workman  hath  not  forgotten  any  thing  that  should  serue  for 
the  setting  forth  and  ornament  of  this  parte  of  the  hoase,  which 
for  the  quantity  is  one  of  the  fairest  plottes  that  I  haue  scene." 
So  approching  the  castell,  the  duke  lyghted  to  view  the  com- 
modities of  the  place,  and  specially  the  image,  for  whych  alone  hee 
was  departed  from  his  city,  whereof  the  mayster  of  the  house 
(dronke  with  the  sodaine  pleasure  to  see  the  duke  there)  thought 
nothyng.  So  descending  into  the  base  court,  they  saw  a  marble 
fountaine  that  discliarged  the  water  in  foure  greate  gutters,  recei- 
ued  by  foure  naked  nimphcs,  and  by  them  poured  into  vessells. 
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richely  wrought  with  damaskyne,  where  was  an  armed  knyght, 
lying  vnder  an  hyghe  and  broade  tree,  that  ouershadowed  the 
fountaine:  and  hard  by,  they  espied  a  lyttle  doore  whych  shewed 
the  way  into  so  singulare  and  well  planted  a  garden,  as  euer  the 
delycious  and  pleasant  gardens  were  of  Alcinoe:  for  in  the  same 
(bysides  the  artyfyciall  workemanshyppe,  and  ordinarye  trauell 
of  the  gardener)  nature  produced  foure  fountaynes  in  the  foure 
comers,  makynge  the  place  and  plaine  of  garden  equally  parted 
in  fouresquare  forme.  Now  these  fouiitaynes  watered  all  the  fayre 
knots  of  the  same,  wythout  any  payne  to  the  gardener,  except 
to  open  certayne  little  conduicts,  whereby  the  water  sprange  and 
ran  to  what  part  he  thought  it  needfull.  I  will  heere  leaue  to 
speake  of  the  trees  and  fruictes  deuided  in  fiue  forme  order,  the 
laberjnthes  subtilely  and  finely  wrought,  the  sweete  herbers  yeld- 
ing  sntch  contentation  to  the  eye,  as  if  the  duke  had  not  respected 
the  wrong  done  to  the  miller's  daughter,  the  gentlenesse  of  the 
mayster  of  the  house,  and  the  singularity  of  the  place,  pcrchauncc 
might  haue  made  bim  forget  himselfe  within  that  little  earthly 
Paradise.  Aud  to  performe  the  excellency  of  that  garden,  the 
workinge  hand  and  industry  of  man,  holpea  by  the  benefite  of 
nature,  had  formed  within  the  ground  wherein  were  bestowed 
a  number  of  antiquities,  and  wherein  the  immortal  voice  of  aa 
eccho  answered  their  talke  with  a  triple  sounde  in  that  profound 
and  earthly  place :  which  moued  the  duke  to  call  the  gentleman 
vnto  him,  vnto  whom  he  sayd :  "  If  it  bee  so,  that  the  rest  of 
the  house  doe  match  wyth  that  whych  I  haue  aheady  seeue,  1  am 
out  of  doubt  it  is  one  of  the  fayrest  and  most  delectable  bouses  at 
thys  day  wy  thin  the  coropasse  of  all  Italy.  Wherefore  my  frende, 
I  pray  ihee  that  wee  may  see  the  whole,  both  for  the  contentation 
of  our  mindcs,  and  also  that  I  may  make  some  vaunt  that  I 
tiaae  scene  the  rarest  and  best  furnished  little  house  that  is  within 
the  iurisdiction  of  Florence."  The  gentleman  bathed  in  ease  and 
full  of  pleasure,  seeynge  that  the  duke  lyked  so  well  his  house, 
brought  hym  from  chamber  to  chamber,  which  was  enryched 
eyther  with  stately  tapissaric  of  Turkey  making,  or  with  riche 
tables  diuinely  wrought,  vtensils  so  neate  and  fit,  as  the  duke 
coulde  cast  his  eye  vpon  none  of  them,  but  he  was  driuen  into 
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an  admimtioa  aod  wonder.  And  the  further  he  went,  the 
greter  hee  sawe  the  increase,  and  almost  a  regeneration,  or 
a*  I  may  saj,  a  newe  bvrth  of  rare  thinges,  which  made  th^ 
littlenesse  of  the  place  more  stately  and  wonderfall:  where^ 
fore  hee  greatly  esteemed  hym  in  hys  mynde  whych  had  dcuy- 
sed  the  magnificence  of  sutch  a  fomyture.  After  then  that 
hee  had  visited  the  portals,  galleries,  parlers,  chambers,  garrets, 
wardrobes,  closets,  and  ciiiefest  romes  of  that  house,  they  came 
into  a  gallerie,  which  had  a  direct  prospect  vpon  the  garden,  at  the 
end  wherof  there  was  a  chamber  shut,  ouer  which  sutch  antike 
and  imbossed  worke,  as  it  was  maruell  to  behold,  and  vpon  tbe_ 
garden  side  in  like  workemanship,  yee  mighte  haue  viewed 
troupe  of  nymphes  (a  long  the  side  of  a  woode  adioyning  vpon  a' 
great  riuer)  flying  from  an  hierd  of  satires,  that  made  as  though 
they  would  haue  ouerruone  them:  a  pleasure  it  was  to  see  their 
gaping  mouthes,  theyr  eyes  fixed  vpon  the  place  where  theyr 
clouen-footed  pursuters  were,  and  tlie  countenance  of  them,  which 
so  well  expressed  theyr  feare,  as  there  wanted  nothing  butspeachetHJ 
Moreouer  a  better  sight  it  was  to  beholde  the  satire  bucks,  with 
dysplayed  tlirote,  and  theyr  fyngers  poynling  at  the  hast  of  those 
pore  fearfull  runawayes,  as  though  they  mocked  theyr  sodaine 
flyghle.  Within  a  while  after  ye  might  haue  scene  Hercules 
lyinge  a  bed  with  his  wife,  towards  whom  a  faunus  came  thinking^ 
to  enioy  the  beauty  and  embracements  of  the  sleping  dame :  bi^H 
fayrer  it  was  to  see  how  that  strong  Amphitrioniangaue  him  the 
mocke,  and  strained  him  so  hard,  as  he  thought  his  belly  would 
burste.  The  duke  beholding  as  he  thought,  the  fayrest  chamber 
of  the  house  so  shut,  by  and  by  suspected  the  truth  of  the  cause : 
for  the  gentleman  knowing  the  couiming  of  the  duke,  had  with- 
drawen  his  woman  into  the  same  for  that  it  was  the  most  secrete  of 
his  house,  and  the  furdest  from  all  ordinary  seruice.  Vpon  sur- 
mise the  duke  deiuaunded  wherefore  that  chamber  was  not 
opened  so  wel  as  the  rest :  "  I  suppose  Uie  same  to  be  your  trea- 
sure house  ?"  (quod  hee)  "  and  the  storehouse  of  your  most  delicate 
things :  wee  pray  you  let  vs  looke  into  it."  "  My  lord"  (sayd  the 
gentleman)  "  the  place  is  to  farre  out  of  order,  at  this  time  to  shew 
your  grace :  moreouer  I  knowe  not  where  the  keyes  be,  for  thj 
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tnorning  the  keeper  of  my  house  is  gone  into  the  city,  and  I  can 
not  tell  to  whom  hee  hath  deiyuered  them."  The  duke  which 
heard  the  end  of  his  excuse,  not  accepting  the  sauie  for  the  pryce 
which  the  courtier  would  and  thoughte  to  haue  soide  it,  was  sure 
then  of  that  which  before  he  did  suspect.  Whert'ore  with  furious 
coantenaunce  he  sayd  vnto  him :  "  Goe  too,  goe  too,  either  with 
the  key,  or  without  the  key,  let  this  doore  be  opened,  that  I  may 
see  all  thy  secretes  within."  The  rauisher  seeing  the  duke  to  be 
earnest,  could  not  tell  at  the  first  face,  of  what  woode  to  make  his 
arrowes,  stode  stil  astonned,  and  was  surprysed  wyth  a  newe  feare. 
In  the  end  nolwythstandyng,  playinge  the  good  fellowe,  hee  went 
vnto  the  duke,'  in  whose  eare  smilinge  hee  whispered  (bicause  he 
knew  right  well  that  the  duke  was  an  indifferent  good  companion, 
and  loued  so  wel  his  neighbor's  wyfe,  ashisowne:)  and  sayd : 
"  My  lord  there  is  a  prety  wench  within,  whome  I  do  kepe,  and 
would  not  shewe  hir  to  any  lyuing  man  but  to  you."  "  That  is 
the  cause  I  aske"  (sayd  the  duke)  "  let  vs  see  hir  that  I  may  geue 
iudgeinent  of  hir  beauty,  and  tell  you  whither  sbee  bee  worth  the 
keeping  or  not."  The  mayster  of  the  house  opened  the  chamber 
dore,  thinking  to  haue  gained  mulch,  and  supposed  to  insinuate 
bimselfe  the  better  into  the  fauor  of  the  duke,  but  immediatlye  hee 
saw  bimselfe  farre  deceiued  of  his  accompt.  For  the  rauished  and 
sliamefast  maiden  comming  forth  of  the  chamber  with  hir  hayre 
about  hir  eyes,  and  hir  garments  berent  and  torne,  hirstomakeand 
breast  all  naked  and  discouered,  hir  face  and  eyes  all  blubbered 
wyth  teares,  lyke  a  desperate  woman  threw  hir  selfe  at  the  prince's 
feete,  crying  out:  "  Ah  (my  lord)  beholde  heere  and  haue  pity 
vpon  the  most  vnfortunate  wenche  of  all  moste  wretched  caytyfe 
women,  who  shamefully  and  trayterously  hath  bene  abused  and 
defloured  by  him,  whych  impudently  dareth  to  bryng  you  into  the 
place  the  wytnesse  of  hys  abhominable  and  wycked  lyfe."  The 
duke  seeing  this  sight,  and  hauiag  compassion  vpon  the  maiden, 
turned  his  face  towardes  the  gentleman  and  hys  compauyons 
(which  by  chance  wer  come  thither,  as  the  duke  was  entred  into 
the  gallerie)  not  with  milde  and  pleasant  countenance  as  hee  shewed 
from  the  beginning,  but  with  a  looke  so  graue  and  seuere,  as 
the  hardiest  of  the  company  could  not  tell  what  to  do,  or  what  an< 
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nrere  to  make  brm.  Vpoa  them  than  began  the  ijghteous  prynce 
to  Tomit  his  dvspleasnre,  njioge :  "  Is  this  the  innobling  of  the 
hload  ■lieiuuf  tboo  arte  deaoended,  to  ranj-she  thy  neyghbors 
ami  my  labiectes  dangfaters,  that  daetyfully  lyue  vader  myne 
alMjiMiH  ■!<!  protectioD  ?  Doest  then  tlius  abuse  the  familiaritie 
vbycb  bytheno  I  haue  shewed  voto  thee  f  Thiakest  thou  that  the 
kves  be  pemerted  together  with  the  chaunge  of  the  commoa 
wealth  of  Florence  ?  No,  I  assure  thee,  for  so  long  as  the  soule 
ahal  abyde  within  my  body,  I  will  be  he  that  shal  pursue  the 
wydced  wyth  all  extremitte,  and  shall  not  indnre  the  oppressyoi^ 
of  the  pore,  eooogfa  afflicted  with  their  own  proper  misery.  O 
God  could  I  bane  tbooght  that  a  gentleman  of  my  house,  woulde 
fame  bene  so  piodigall  of  bis  honour,  as  to  soyle  hys  hands  so  fii- 
thilj  by  lauishiog  of  them  which  ought  to  be  required,  and  to  dis- 
hoaoor  tbem  in  place  where  their  vertue  ought  to  shine  for  gene- 
rall  example  f  I  cannot  tell  what  stayeth  me  firom  catting  those 
CMineJ  facades  of  yours  from  of  your  shoulders  like  arraut  tray  tors 
and  theues  as  yon  be.  Get  ye  hence,  ye  infamous  villaynes  and 
beastly  ruffians,  the  troublers  of  your  neyghbors  rest,  and  the 
spoylers  of  the  fame  of  hir,  that  is  more  worth  than  all  ye  together." 
Then  speaking  to  the  mayde  bee  sayd :  "  Rise  vp  my  wench,  and 
on  me  repose  thy  comfort,  for  I  promise  the  by  the  faith  of  a  gen- 
tleman, that  I  will  do  thee  sutch  reason,  and  vse  thee  so  vpryght- 
lye  as  bothe  my  conscience  shal  be  quieted,  thou  contented,  and 
thine  honour  restored  for  the  wrong  and  iniury  whych  it  hath  re- 
ceiued  of  these  gallantes."  And  by  and  by  he  commaunded  the 
miller  to  come  before  him,  and  all  those  whom  be  had  brought 
wyth  hym  to  assist  his  doings,  before  whom  he  caused  to  be 
brought  both  the  rauished  maiden,  and  the  condempned  of  the 
rape :  vnto  whom  he  said :  "  This  is  the  pray  my  friends  that  I 
sought  after,  whych  I  haue  taken  without  toyles,  nets,  or  chaunt- 
iug  of  the  dogs.  Beholde,  I  pray  you  the  honoure  whych  my 
housholde  seruauntes  doe  vnto  my  house,  who  ouerrunne  the 
symple  countrey  people,  and  rauyshe  theyr  daughters  betweene 
the  armes  of  theyr  propre  parentes,  who  breake,  beate  downe, 
and  ouerlhrowe  the  doores  of  theyr  houses,  that  vnder  the  lawes 
of  our  city  and  ought  to  enioy  lyke  pryuiledge  of  lybertye  and 
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ftanchyze.  If  one  respecte  (whych  I  wyll  not  dysclose)  dyd  not 
impeache  and  stay  mee,  I  would  doe  sutch  cruell  iustice  vppoii  the 
offenders  as  the  posterity  should  make  reporte  thereof.  ISotwith- 
standing  itshal  suffise  that  they  receiue  this  shame  before  you  alJ, 
by  seeing  themselues  vanquished  of  a  crime,  which  for  expiation 
and  reuenge,  deserueth  most  shameful!  death,  and  to  receyne  of 
mee  for  proofe  of  mercy,  an  vndeserued  pardon  of  their  fault :  with 
condition  neuerihelesse  that  thou  (speaking  to  the  gentleman  ra- 
uisber)  shah  take  this  mayden  to  wyfe,  (for  otherwyse  thou  art 
not  able  to  repayre  the  honour  thou  hast  taken  from  hir)  and  shalt 
lone  hir  so  dearely,  as  fondly  heeretofore  she  was  beloued  of  thee, 
to  esteeme  and  loue  hir  so  mutch,  as  if  she  were  the  very  sister  of 
me  the  duke  of  Florence,  who  commaundetli  thee  for  the  raunsome 
and  redemption  of  thy  head,  presently  to  mary  hir.  I  will  more- 
ouer,  and  ordayne  by  reason  of  hir  father's  pouerty,  that  for  the 
wrong  which  he  hath  receyued  of  you  three,  that  his  daughter 
shall  bee  indowed  wyth  two  thousand  crownes  by  him  tliat  mar- 
rieth  hir,  and  with  a  thousand  of  ey  ther  of  the  two  other,  to  the  eo- 
tent  that  if  hir  husband  dy  (wythout  heire,)  shee  haue  wherewith 
honestly  to  mayntayne  hir  degree,  and  the  honest  port  of  hir  house. 
And  hereof  I  will  that  without  delay  a  contract  be  made,  and  a 
publike  instrument  of  good  record  inrolled,  swearing  once  agayne 
before  thee,  that  if  I  vnderstand,  ihou  vse  her  otherwise,  than  a 
wyfe  ought  to  bee  of  hir  husband,  I  will  deale  sutch  punishment 
and  correction  ouer  thee,  as  all  men  in  time  to  come  shal  take 
example."  The  gentleman  which  expected  no  better  meede  than 
death,  ioyfull  of  that  sentence,  fell  downe  prostrate  before  the 
duke  in  signe  of  consente,  and  the  lyke  did  his  companions. 
But  the  ioy  of  the  miller  and  his  daughter  cannot  be  expressed, 
who  extolled  the  vertue  and  iustice  of  their  prynce  vp  into  the 
beauens:  to  whom  with  sutch  humility  they  rendred  theyr  hum- 
ble thanks,  as  he  would  doe  that  saw  himselfe  in  so  great  calamity, 
and  brought  to  sutch  dishonour  as  earst  they  were  scene  to  be, 
by  meanes  of  him  that  acknowledged  one  of  them  for  his  sonne, 
and  the  other  for  hir  lawfull  spouse.  Thus  was  the  mariage  con- 
summat  in  presence  of  the  duke,  with  so  great  ioye,  and  content 
of  all  partes,  as  there  was  rage  and  trouble  for  the  rape  of  the 
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The  in  fortunate  manage  of  a  gentleman,  called  Antonio  Bologna, 
xtylli  the  duchesse  of  Malji,  and  the  pitifull  death  of  them  both. 

The  great  honor  and  authority  men  haue  in  thys  world,  and  the 
greater  their  estimatiun  is,  the  more  sensible  and  notorious  are  the 
faultes  by  tbeiin  committed,  and  the  greater  is  their  slaunder.     la 
]yke  manner  more  difBcuk  it  is  for  that  man  to  tolerate  and   sus- 
layne  fortune,  which  al  the  dayes  of  his  life  hath  lyued  at  his  ease, 
if  by  chaunce  he  fall  into  any  great  necessity  than  for  hym  whych 
neuer  felt  but  woe,  mishap,  and  aduersity.     Dyonisius  the  t3'raunt 
ofScicilia,  felt  greater  payne  when  hee  was  expelled  bis  kyng- 
dome,  than    Milo  did,    beinge    banished  from    Rome:    for  so 
match    as  the    one  was  a    soueraygne  lorde,  the    sonne   of  a 
kynge,  a  iusticiary  on  earth,  and  the  other  but  a  simple  citizen 
of  a  citty,  wherein  the  people  had  lawes,  and  the  tawes  of  magis- 
trates were  had  in  reuerence.     So  lykewyse  the  fall  of  a  high 
and  lofty  tree,  maketh  greater  noyse,  than   that   whych  is  low 
and    little.     Hygh  towers,  and  stately    palaces  of  prynces   bee 
scene  further  of,   than   the  poore  cabans,  and    homely  sheepe- 
heardes  sheepecotes:    the  walles  of  lofty   cittyes    more  a  loofe 
doe  salute  the  viewers  of  the  same,  than    the   simple   caues, 
which  the  poore  doe  digge  belowe  the  mountayne  rockes.  Where- 
fore it  behooucth  the  noble,  and  sutch  as  haue  charge  of  common 
wealth,  to  lyue  an  honest  lyfe,  and  beare  their  port  vpright,  that 
none  haue  cause   to  discourse   vppon  their  wicked    deedes  and 
naughty  life:  and  aboue  all  modesty  ought  to  be  kept  by  women, 
whom  as  their  race,  noble  birth,  aucthority  and  name,  maketh 
them  more  famous,  euen  so  their  veituc,  honesty,  chastity,  and 
rontinencie  more  prayse  worthy.     And  behoueful  it  is,  that  like 
as  they  wishe  to  be  honoured  aboue  all   other,  so  their  life  do 
make  them  worthy  of  that  honour,  without  disgracing  their  name 
by  deed  or  worde,  or  blemishing  that  brightnesse  which  may  com- 
mend the  same.    I  greatly  feare  that  all  the  princely  factes,  the 
exploytes  and  conquests  done  by  the  Babylouian  queene  Semy- 
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mj  Kife  to  Rcyte  a  ijght 
:  ta  oar  tjne,  vben  tbe  French  vnder 
.  of  that  momkit  cipittjae  Gtttoo  de  Foix,  vaoqaished 
diefbfoeaf  Spajne  lad  Naple»at  tbeioanej  of  fUaeaaain  tbe 
tiae  of  tbe  Fkeiidi  kynge  caDed  Lews  tbe  twelfth,  wbo  amried 
the  ladj  Mary,  dan^iter  to  kjoge  Hexur  the  seuenth,  aod  sister 
to  tbe  victoriooa  prfnce  of  wortbT  memocy  kjoge  Henry  tbe 
ejgfai,  wyfe  (after  tbe  death  of  the  aayd  Levn)  to  die  pnissanot 
geatlcaaa  Cbariea,  late  dake  of  Su^ke.  In  tbe  very  tyme  tbeo 
lyoed  a  gentleman  of  Naples  called  Antonio  Bologna,  who  hauing 
bin  matter  of  hoashold  to  Fredericke  of  Aragon,  somlime  king  uf 
Naples,  after  tbe  French  had  expelled  those  of  Aragon  out  of  that 
citty,  the  aayde  Bologna  retyred  into  Frannce,  and  thereby  re> 
couered  the  goods,  which  bee  possessed  in  his  countrey.  The  gen- 
tleman besides  that  he  was  valiant  of  his  persone,  a  good  man  of 
warre,  and  wel  esteemed  amongs  the  best,  had  a  passing  numbre 
of  good  graces,  which  made  him  to  be  loued  and  cherished  of  euery 
wight:  and  for  riding  and  managing  of  greate  horse,  he  had  not 
his  fellow  in  Italy  :  he  could  also  play  exceedynge  well  and  trim 
vpon  the  lute,  whose  fayning  voyce  so  wel  agreed  therevnto,  that 
tlie  moste  melancholike  persons  would  forget  their  heauinesse, 
vpon  iiearing  of  his  heauenly  noyse :  and  besides  these  qualy  ties, 
he  was  of  personage  comely,aud  of  good  proportion.  To  beshort : 
nature  hauiog  trauayled  and  dispoyled  hir  treasure  house  for  in- 
richtng  uf  him,  be  bad  by  arte  gotten  that,  which  made  him  most 
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happy  and  worth;  of  prayse,  which  was,  the  knowledge  of  good 
letters,  wherein  he   was  so  well  trayned,  as   by  taike  and   dis- 
pute  thereof,  he  made  those  to  blush  that  were  of  that  slate  and 
profession.     Antonio  Bologna  hauing  left  Fredericke  of  Aragon 
in  Fraunce,  who  expulsed  out  of  Naples  was  retired  to  king  Lewes, 
went  home  to  his  house  to  lyue  at  rest  and  to  auoyd  trouble,  for- 
getting the  delicales  of  courtes  and  houses  of  great  men,  to   bee 
the  only  husband  of  his  owne  reueneue.     But  whatf  it  is  impos- 
sible to  eschue  that  which  theheauens  haue  detennined  vpon  vs: 
or  to  shunne  the  vnhappe  which  seemeth  to  follow  vs,  as  it  were 
natarally  proceeding  from  our  mother's  wombe :  in  sutch  wyse  as 
many  times,  he  which  seemeth  the  wisest  man,  guided  by  misfor- 
tune, hasteth  himself  witli  stoupinghead  to  fail  hesdionge  intohys 
death  and  ruine.    Euen  so  it  chaunced  to  this  Neapolitane  gentle- 
man: for  in  the  very  same  place  where  he  attained  his  aduaunce- 
meut,  he  receiued  also  his  diminution   and  decay,  and  b^'  that 
house  which  preferred  hjrm  to  what  he   had,  he  was  depryued, 
botliof  his  estate  and  life:  the  discourse  whereof  you  sliall  vn- 
dcrstande.     1  haue  tolde  you  already,  that  this  gentleman  was 
mayster  of  the    kinge  of  Naples  boushold,  and  beyng  a  gentle 
person,  a  good  courtier,  wcl  trained  vp,  and  wyse  for  gouernment 
of  himself  in    the  courte    and   in   the    seruice  of  princes,    the 
duchesse  of  Malfi  thought  to   tntreate  him  that   he  would  serue 
hir,  in  that  office  which  he  serued  the  king.    This  duchesse  was 
of  the  house  of  Aragon,  and  sister  to  the  cardinall  of  Aragon, 
which  then  was  a  rych  and  puissant  personage.     Being  resolued, 
and  persuaded,  that  Bologna  was  deuoutiy  affected  to  the  house 
of  Aragon,  as  one  brought  vp  there  from  a  chylde :  shee  sent  for 
him  home  to  his  house,  and  vpon  hys  repaire  vsed  vnto  him  these, 
or  like  woordes:  "  Mayster  Bologna,  sith  your  ill  fortune,  nay 
rather  the  vnhap  of  our  whole  house  is  sutch,  as  your  good  lord 
and  ma\'ster  hath  forgon  his  slate  and  dignity,  and  that  you  ther- 
withall  haue  lost  a  good  maister,  without  other  recompence  but 
the  prayse  which  euery  man  giueth  you  for  your  good  seruice,  I 
haue  thought  good  to  intreate  you  to  doe  me  the  honor,  as  to  take 
charge  of  the  gouernment  of  my  house,  and  to  vse  the  same,  as 
you  did  that  of  the  king  your  maister.    I  know  well  that  the 
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office  is  to  vnworthy  for  yonr  calling:  notwilhstanding  yon  be 
not  ignor&nt  what  I  am,  and  how  neare  to  him  in  bloud,  to  whom 
you  haue  bene  a  seruaunte  so  faythfull  and  loutng :  and  albeit 
that  I  am  no  queene,  endued  with  greatest  reuenne,  j-et  with  that 
little  portyon  I  haue,  I  beare  a  pr3'ncely  heart :  and  sutch  as  you 
by  experience  do  knowe  what  I  haue  done,  and  dayly  do  to  those 
whicii  depart  my  seruice,  recompensing  them  jiccording  to  theyr 
paineand  trauaile:  magnificence  is  obseriied  as  well  in  the  courts 
of  poore  princes,  as  in  the  stately  palaces  of  great  kings  and 
monarches.  I  do  remembre  that  I  haue  red  of  a  certain  noble 
gentleman,  a  Persian  borne,  called  Ariobarzaoes,  who  vsed  great 
examples  of  cartesie  and  stoutnesse  towards  king  Artaxerxes, 
wherewith  the  king  wondred  at  his  magnificence,  and  confessed 
himself  to  be  vanquished:  you  shal  lake  aduise  of  this  request, 
and  in  the  meane  time  do  think  vou  will  not  refuse  the  same, 
aswell  for  that  my  deniaund  is  iust,  as  also  being  assured,  that 
our  house  and  race  is  so  well  imprinted  in  your  heart,  as  it  is  im- 
possible that  the  memory  thereof  can  be  defaced."  The  gentle- 
man hearynge  that  curteous  demaund  of  the  duchesse,  knowing 
himselfe  how  deepely  bound  he  was  to  the  name  of  Aragon,  and 
led  by  some  vnknowcn  prouocation  to  his  great  il  luck,  answered 
bir  in  this  wise :  "  I  would  to  God,  madame,  that  with  so  good 
reason  and  equity  I  were  able  to  make  denyall  of  your  commaund- 
ment,  as  iustly  you  maye  require  the  same:  wherfore  for  the 
bounden  duety  which  I  owe  to  the  name  and  mcmorie  of  the 
house  of  Aragon,  I  make  promise  that  I  shall  not  only  sustaine 
the  trauell,  but  also  the  daxinger  of  my  iyfe,  dayly  to  be  offred  for 
your  seruice:  but  1  fecle  in  mynd  1  know  not  what,  which  com- 
maundeth  me  to  withdraw  my  selfe  to  lyue  alone  at  home  within 
my  lyttle  house,  and  to  be  content  with  that  I  haue,  forgoing 
the  sumptuous  charge  of  prynces  houses,  which  Iyfe  would  be  wel 
liked  of  my  self,  were  it  not  for  the  feare  that  you  madame  should 
be  discontented  with  my  refusal),  and  that  you  should  conceiue, 
that  I  disdained  your  offred  charge,  or  conteropne  your  court  for 
respect  of  the  great  office  1  bare  in  the  courte  of  the  kyng,  my 
lord  and  raayster:  for  1  cannot  receiue  more  honour,  than  to  serue 
hir,  which  is  the  paragon  of  that  stock  and  royal  race.     Therfore 


THE    DCCHESSB    OF    MALFI. 


S7A 


^ 


at  all  aduentures  I  am  resolued  to  obey  your  will,  and  humbly  to 
satisfy  the  duety  of  the  charge  wherein  it  pleasetii  you  to  imploy 
me,  more  to  pleasure  you  for  auoiding  of  displeasure,  then  for 
desire  I  haue  to  lyue  an  honorable  lyfe  in  the  greatest  prince* 
house  of  the  world,  sittj  I  am  discharged  from  him  in  whose  name 
resteth  my  comfort  and  only  stay,  thinking  to  haue  liued  a  solitary e 
life,  and  to  passe  my  yeres   in  rest,  except  it  were  in   the  pore 
abiliiye  of  my  seruice  to  that  house,  wherunto  I   am  bound  con- 
tinually to  be  a  faithfull  seruaunt.     Thus  madame,  you  see  me 
to  be   the  readiest  man  of  the  world,  to    fulfil  the  request,  and 
accomplishe  sutch  other  seruice  wherein  it  shall  please  you  to 
imploy  me."    The  duchesse  thanked  him  very  heartily,  and  gaue 
him  charge  of  all  hir  housholde  traine,  cooimaunding  ech  person 
to  do  him  sutch  reuerence  as  to  hir  self,  and  to  obey  him  as 
the  chief  of  al  hir  family.     This  lady  was  a  widow,  but  a  passing 
faire  gentlewoman,  tine  and  very   yong,  hauing  a   yong   Sonne 
vnder  hir  guard  and  keping,  left  by  the  deceased  duke  hir  husband, 
togither  with  the  duchy,  the  inheritaunce  of  hir  child.     Now  con- 
sider hir  personage  being  sutch,  her  easy  life  and  delycate  bring- 
ing vp,  and  hir  daily  view  of  the  youthly  trade  and  manner  of 
courtiers  lyfe,  whether  she  felt  hir  self  prj'ckt  wyth  any  desire, 
which  burned  hir  heart  the  more  incessantly,  as  the  flames  were 
hidden  and  couert:  from  the  outward  shew  whereof  shee  stayed  hir 
self  so  well  as  shee  coulde.  ButsheefoUowinge  beste  aduice,  rather 
esteemed  the  proofe  of  maryage,  than  to  burne  w^'th  so  lytlle 
fire,  or  to  incurre  the  exchange  of  luuers,  as  many  vnshamefaste 
strumpets  do,  which  be  rather  giuen  ouer,  than  satisfied  with  plea- 
sure of  loue.     And  to  say  the  truthe,  they  be  not  guided  by  wise- 
dom's  lore,  which  suffer  a  maiden  ripe   for  mariage  to  be  long 
rnwedded,  or  yong  wife  long  to  Hue  in  widowe's  state,  what  assur- 
ance so  euer  tliey  make  of  tlieir  chaste  and  stayed  lyfe.  For  bookes 
be  to  full  of  sutch  entcrpryses,  and  houses  stored  with  examples  of 
sutch  stolne  and  secrete  practises,  as  there  needc  no  further  proofe 
for  assurance  of  our  cause,  the  daily  experience  niaketh  plaine  and 
manifest.    And  a  great  folly  it  is  to  build  the  fantasies  of  chastitye 
amid   the  follies  of  worldly  pleasures.     I  will  not  goe  about  to 
make  those  matters  impossible,  ne  yet  will  iudgc  at  large,  but  that 
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tbere  be  torn  maydeos  and  wjaes,  vfaidi  viadjp  can  oooteine 
ihfmf  ilufi  ■■onp  rtif  tmiqir  nf  nmnrnM  nrtm  Bat  whatf  the 
experieaoe  b  Tcrj  hard,  and  the  proofie  bo  late  daaogeitms,  and 
perdtanoce  in  a  moaient  tbe  miad  of  ioaie  pemerted,  which  all 
their  Iro vnge  datres  haae  ckMcd  diejrr  earn  from  tbe  sate  of  those 
that  bane  made  offer  of  loajng  leniice.  And  hereof  we  neede  not 
mn  to  forrajoe  bystories,  oe  yet  to  secke  records  that  be  auncient, 
sith  wee  may  cee  the  daily  efferu  of  the  lyke,  practised  in  noble 
houses,  and  courtes  of  kjngs  and  prrncetu  That  this  is  true, 
example  of  this  fayre  dacbesse,  who  was  moaed  wyth  that  desyre 
which  pricketb  others  that  bee  of  flesh  and  bone.  Thys  lady  waxed 
very  weary  of  lying  alone,  and  gryened  hir  bearte  to  be  wythoate 
a  match,  specially  in  the  nyght,  when  the  secrete  silence  aad  darke* 
nesse  of  the  same  presented  beefore  tbe  eyes  of  hir  mind,  the 
image  of  the  pleasure  which  she  felt  in  the  lyfetymeof  hirdeceased 
lord  and  husband,  whereof  now  feelyng  hir  selfe  despoyled,  she 
felt  a  contynoall  combat,  and  durst  not  attempte  that  which  she 
desyred  most,  butescliued  tbe  thyng  wherof  hir  mind  lyked  best. 
"  Alas  (sayd  shee)  is  it  jjossyble  after  the  taste  of  the  value  of 
honest  obedyence  whycb  the  wyfe  oweth  vnto  hir  husband,  that  I 
should  desyre  to  suffer  the  heat  whycb  bumeth  and  altereth  the 
martyred  mynds  of  those  that  subdue  themselues  to  loue  r  Can 
BUtch  attempt  pierce  the  heart  of  me  to  become  amorous  by  for* 
getting  and  straying  from  the  limmetts  of  honest  lifef  But  what 
desire  is  this  f  I  haue  a  certayne  vnac<|uaynted  lust,  and  yet  very 
well  know  not  what  it  is  that  moueth  me,  and  to  whom  [  shall  vow 
the  spoyie  thereof.  I  am  truely  more  fond  and  foolyshe  than  euer 
Narcissus  was,  for  tiiere  is  neyther  shadow  nor  voyce,  vpon  which 
1  can  well  stay  my  sight,  nor  yel  simple  imagination  of  any  worldly 
man,  whereiippoii  I  can  arrest  the  conceypt  of  my  vnstayed  heart, 
and  ilic  (lesircB  which  prouoke  my  inynde.  Pygmalion  loued  once  a 
marble  piiier,  and  I  haue  but  one  desire,  the  colour  whereof  is 
more  pule  than  death.  There  is  nothyng  which  can  geue  the  same 
so  mutch  as  one  spot  of  vermilion  rud.  If  1  do  discouer  these 
appetites  to  any  wight,  perhaps  they  will  mock  me  for  my  labor, 
and  for  all  the  beauty  and  noble  byrUi  that  is  in  me,  they  will  make 
no  conscience  to  deeme  me  fur  their  iesting  stock,  and  to  solace 
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themselues  with  rehersall  of  my  fond  conceits.  But  sith  there  is 
no  enemy  in  the  field,  and  that  but  simple  suspicion  doth  ossayle 
me,  why  breake  I  not  the  same,  and  deface  the  entier  remem- 
braunce  of  the  lightnesse  of  my  brayne  f  It  appertayneth  voto 
mee  to  shewe  my  selfc,  as  issued  from  the  noble  house  of  Aragon : 
to  me  it  doeth  belongeto  take  heede  how  [  erre  or  degenerate  from 
the  Toyall  bloud  whereof  I  came."  Id  this  sort  that  fayre  wydow 
and  young  princesse  fantasied  in  the  night  vppon  the  discourse  of 
hir  appetites.  But  when  the  day  was  come,  seeing  the  great 
multitude  of  the  Neapolitan  lords  and  gentlemen  that  marched  vp 
and  downe  the  citty,  eyinge  and  beholdinge  their  best  beloued,  or 
vsing  talke  of  loue  with  them  whose  seruaunts  they  were,  all  that 
which  she  thought  vpon  in  the  night,  vanished  so  sone  as  the  flame 
of  burned  straw,  or  the  pouder  of  cannon  shot,  and  purposed  for 
any  respect  to  Hue  no  longer  in  that  sort,  but  promised  the  conquest 
of  some  frend  that  was  lusty  and  discreete.  But  the  difficulty 
rested  in  that  she  knew  not  vpon  whom  to  fixe  liir  loue,  fearing 
to  bee  slaundered,  and  also  that  the  light  disposition  andmanerof 
most  part  of  youth  were  to  be  suspected,  in  sutch  wise  as  giuing 
ouer  al  them  which  vauted  vpon  their  genneu,  Turkey  palfreis,  and 
other  coursers  alonge  the  citty  of  Naples,  shee  purposed  to  take 
repast  of  other  venison,  than  of  that  fond  and  wanton  troupe.  So 
hir  mishap  began  already  to  spin  the  threede  which  choked  the 
ayre  and  breath  of  hir  vnhappy  life.  Yee  haue  heard  before  that 
maystcr  Bologna  was  one  of  the  wisestand  most  perfect  gentlemea 
that  the  land  of  Naples  that  tyme  brought  forth,  and  for  his  beauty» 
proportion,  galanlnesse,  valiaunce,  and  good  grace,  without  com- 
parison. His  fauour  was  so  sweete  and  pleasant,  as  rhey  which 
kept  him  company,  had  somwhat  to  do  to abstayne  their  affection. 
Who  then  could  blame  ihys  fayre  princesse,  if  (pressed  wyth  desire 
of  match,  to  remoue  the  ticklish  instigations  of  hir  wanton  flesh,  and 
hauing  in  hir  presence  a  man  so  wise)  shee  did  set  hir  minde  on 
bym,  or  fantasy  to  mary  him  ?  Would  not  that  parly  for  calming 
of  his  thirst  and  hunger,  being  set  at  table  before  sundry  soru  of 
delicate  viands,  ease  his  hunger  ?  Me  thinke  the  person  doth  greatly 
forget  himselfe,  which  hauing  handfast  vpon  occasion,  suffreth  the 
same  to  vanish  and  fly  away,  sith  it  is  wel  known  that  she  being 
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bald  behinde,  bath  do  place  to  sease  vpon  when  desire  moueth  va 
to  lay  hold  vpon  bir.  Which  was  the  cause  that  the  duchesse 
became  extremely  in  loue  with  the  mayster  of  hir  house.  In  sutch 
wyse  as  before  al  men,  she  spared  not  to  praysc  the  great  perfec- 
tionsof  him,  whom  she  desired  to  be  altogether  hirs.  And  so  she 
was  inamored,  that  it  was  as  possible  to  see  the  night  to  be  voide 
of  darknesse,  as  the  duchesse  without  the  presence  of  hir  Bologna, 
or  els  by  talke  of  words  to  set  forth  his  prayse,  tlie  continaall 
remembrance  of  who  (for  that  slice  loued  him  as  hirselfe)^as  hir 
onely  minde's  repast.  The  gentleman  that  was  full  wyse,  and  had 
at  other  times  felt  the  great  force  of  the  passion  which  proceedeth 
from  extreeme  loue,  immediatly  did  mark  the  countenaunce  of 
the  duchesse,  and  perceyued  the  same  so  neere,  as  vnfaynedly  bee 
knew  that  very  ardently  the  lady  was  in  loue  with  him :  and  albeit 
he  sawe  the  inequality  and  difference  betweene  them  both,  she 
being  sorted  out  of  the  royal!  hloud,and  himselfeof  meaner  calling, 
yet  knowing  loue  to  haue  no  respect  to  state  or  dignity,  determined 
to  folow  his  fortune,  and  to  seme  hir  which  so  louingly  shewed  hir 
Bclfe  to  him.  Then  sodaynely  reprouing  his  fonde  conceit,  he  sayd 
vnto  himself:  "  What  folly  is  that  i  enterprise,  to  the  preiudice 
and  peril  of  mine  honor  and  life  ?  Ought  the  wiscdomeof  a  gentle- 
man to  stray  and  waudre  through  the  assaults  of  an  appetite  rising 
of  sensuality,  and  that  reason  gieue  place  to  that  which  doeth 
participate  with  brute  beasts  depritud  of  all  reason  b\'  subduinge 
the  minde  to  the  affections  of  the  body?  No,  no,  a  vertuous  man 
ought  to  let  shine  in  him  selfe  the  force  of  the  generosity  of  his 
minde.  This  is  not  to  liue  according  to  the  spirite,  when  pleasure 
shall  make  vs  forget  our  duty  and  sauegard  of  our  conscience. 
The  reputation  of  a  wise  gentleman  restcth  not  only  to  be  valiant, 
and  skilCull  in  feates  of  nrmcs,  or  in  seruice  of  the  noble:  bat 
iieedef'ull  it  is  for  him  by  discreation  to  make  himscife  prayse 
■worthy,  and  by  vanquisiiingeof  himselfe  to  open  the  gate  to  fame, 
whereby  he  may  euerlastingly  make  himselfe  glorious  to  all  pos- 
terity. Loue  pricketh  and  prouokeili  the  spirite  to  do  well,  I  do 
confesse,  bat  that  affection  ought  to  be  addressed  to  some  vertuous 
end,  tending  to  mariage,  for  otherwise  that  vnspotted  image  shall 
be  soyled  wyth  the  villauy  of  beastly  pleasure.    Alas,"  sayd  he, 
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"  how  easie  it  is  to  dispute,  when  the  thyng  is  absent,  which  can 
both  force  and  violently  assayle  the  bulwarks  of  most  constant 
hearts.     I  full  well  doe  see  the  troth,  and  doe  feele  tlie  thing  that 
is  good,  and  knowe  what  bclioueth  mee  to  follow :  but  when  I 
view  the  pereles  beauty  of  my  lady,  hir  graces,  wisedome,  behauiour 
and  curtesie,  when  I   see  liir  to  cast  so  louinge  an  eye  vpon  me, 
that  she  vseili  so  great  familiarity,  that  she  forgetteth  the  great- 
nesse  of  hir  house  to  abase  hirselfe  for  my  respect :  how  is  it  pos- 
sible that  1  should  be  so  foolish  to  dispise  a  duety  so  rare  and 
precious,  and  to  set  light  by  that  which  the  noblest  would  pursue 
wyth  all  reuercnce  and  deuoyre?  Shall  I  be  so  voyde  of  wisdome 
to  suflPer  the  yonge  princesse  to  see  hirselfe  contempned  of  race, 
thereby  lo  conuert  liir  loue  to  teares,  by  setting  hirmynde  vpon  an 
other,  that  shall  seeke  mine  ouerlhrow  i  Who  knoweth  not  the 
fury  of  a  woman :  specially  the  noble  dame,  by  seeing  hirselfe 
despised  ?  No,  no,  she  loueth  me,  and  1  will  be  hir  seruaunt,  and 
vse  the  fortune  proffred.     Shal  1  be  the  first  simple  gentleman 
that  hath  married  orluued  a  princesse?  Is  it  not  more  honourable 
for  mee  to  settle  my  minde  vpon  a  place  so  high,  than  vppon  some 
simple  wench  by  whom  1  shall  neytherattayne  profit,  or  aduaunce- 
mentf  lialdouine  of  Flaunders,  did  not  he  a  noble  enterprise  when 
be  caried  away  ludith  the  daughter  of  ihe  French  kynge,  as  she 
was  passing  vpon  the  seas  into  England,  to  be  married  to  the  kynge 
of  that  countrey  i"  I  am  neither  pirat  nor  aduenturer,  for  the  lady 
Jouethme.     What  wronge  doe  I  then  to  any  person  by  rend ringe 
Joue  agayne  i  Is  not  she  at  liberty  ?  To  whom  ought  shee  to  make 
accoumpt  of  hir  deedes  and  doinges,  but  to  God  alone  and  to  hir 
owne  conscience?  I  wyll  loue  hir,  and  cary  lyke  affection  for  the 
loue  which  1  know  and  see  that  shee  bearetli  vnto  me,   beinge 
assured  that  the  same  is  directed  to  good  ende,  and  that  a  woman 
so  wyse  as  she  is,  will  not  hazard  the  bleamish  of  hir  honor.''  Thus 
Bologna  framed  the  plot  for  inlertayumeat  ol"  (he  duchesse  (albeit 
hir  loue  already  was  fully  bent  vpon  hitn)  and  fortified  hym  selfe 
agaynst  all  perillous  myshap  and  chaunce  that   might  succeede, 
as  ordinarily  you  sec  that  louers  conceyue  all   things  for  their 
aduaunlage,  and  fantasie  dreames  agreeable  to  their  most  desire, 
tesembliuge  the  mad  and  Bedlem  persons  which  haue  before  their 
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eyes,  the  figured  fansies  whych  cause  the  conceipt  of  their  fury, 
and  stay  themselues  vpon  tlie  vision  of  that  which  most  troubleth 
their  oflended  brayne.  On  the  other  side,  the  duchesse  was  in  no 
lesse  care  of  hir  louer,  the  will  of  whom  was  hid  and  secret,  whj-ch 
more  did  vexe  and  torment  hir,  than  the  fire  of  loue  that  burned 
hir  feruently.  She  could  not  tell  what  way  to  hold,  to  do  him 
vnderstand  hir  heart  and  affection.  She  feared  to  discouer  tlie  same 
▼nto  hyro,  doubtinge  eyther  that  some  fond  andrigorousauuswere, 
or  the  reneylinge  of  hir  minde  to  bym,  whose  presence  pleased 
hir  more  than  all  of  the  men  of  the  world.  "  Alas,"  sayd  shee, 
"  am  I  happed  into  so  straungc  misery, that  with  mine  owne  mouth 
I  must  make  request  to  him,  which  with  all  humility  ought  to 
offer  mee  hys  seruice?  Shall  a  lady  of  sutch  bloud  as  I  am,  be  con- 
Btrayned  to  sue,  where  all  other  be  required  by  importunate 
instance  of  their  suters?  Ah  loue,  loue,  what  so  euer  he  was  that 
clothed  thee  wyth  sutch  puissaunce,  I  dare  say  he  was  the  cruell 
ennimy  of  man's  fredom.  It  is  impossible  that  thou  hadst  thy 
being  in  heauen,  sith  the  clemency  and  curteous  influence  of  the 
same,  inuesteth  man  with  better  benefits,  than  to  suffer  hir  nourse 
children  to  be  intreated  with  sutch  rigor.  He  lieth  which  sayth 
that  Venus  is  thy  mother,  for  the  swetenes  and  good  grace  that 
resteth  in  that  piiifull  goddesse,  who  taketh  no  pleasure  to  see 
loucrs  perced  with  so  ogre  trauaylcs  as  that  which  afflictetb  my 
heart.  It  was  some  fierce  cogitation  of  Satume,  that  brought 
thee  forth,  and  sent  thee  into  the  worlde  to  breake  the  ease  of 
them  which  hue  at  rest  without  any  passion  or  griefe.  Pardon  me 
lone,  if  I  blaspheme  thj'  maiesty,  for  the  stresse  and  endlesse  grief 
wherein  I  am  plunged,  maketh  me  thus  to  roue  at  large,  and  the 
doubts,  which  1  conceyue,  do  take  away  the  health  and  soundnesse 
of  my  mynde,  the  little  experience  in  thy  schole  causeth  this 
amaze  in  me,  to  be  solicited  with  desire  that  countersayeth  the 
duty,  honor,  and  reputation  of  my  state :  the  party  whom  I  loue, 
is  a  gentleman,  vertuous,  valiant,  sage,  and  of  good  grace.  In 
this  there  is  no  cause  to  blame  loue  of  blindnesse,  for  ail  the 
inequality  of  our  houses,  apparantvpon  the  first  sight  and  shew  of 
the  same.  But  from  whence  issue  monarchs,  prynces  and  great 
lords,  but  from  the  natural!  and  common  masse  of  earth,  whereof 
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otbermen  do  come?  what  maketh  these  differences  betwene  those 
that  loue  ech  other,  if  not  the  sottish  opinion  which  wc  conceiue 
of  greatnesse,  and  preheminence:   as   though  naturall   affections 
bee  like  to  that  ordayned  by  the  fantasie  of  men  in  their  lawes 
extreme.     And  what   greater  right  haue  princes  to  ioyne  wyth  a 
simple  gentlewoman,  than  the  princesse  to  mary  a  gentleman,  and 
sutch  as  Anthonio  Bologna  is,  in   whom  heauen  and  nature  haue 
forgotten  ooihinge  to  make  him  equall  with  them  which  inarch 
amongs  the  greatest.     I  thinke  we  be  the  dayly  slaues  of  the  fond 
and  cruell  fantasie  of  those  tyraunts,  which  say  they  haue  puissance 
ouer  vs:  and  that  straininge  our  will  to  their  tiranny,  we  be  still 
bound  to  the  chuine  like  the  galley   slaue.     No,  no,  Bologna  shall 
be  my  husband,  for  of  a  freend   I  purpose  to  make  my  loyall  and 
lawful   husband,  meaning  therby  not  to   offend   God   and  tnea 
together,  and  pretend  to  line  without  offence  of  conscience,  wherby 
my  Boule  shal  not  be  hindred  for  any  thyng  I  do,  by  marying  him 
whom  1  so  straungely  loue.     I  am  sure  not   to  be  deceyued  in 
loue.     He  loueth  me  so  muicli  or  more  as  I  do  him,  but  he  dareth 
not  disclose  the  same,  fearing  to   be    refused  and  cast  of  with 
sbajoe.   Thus  two  vnited  wils,  and  two  hearts  tied  togethers  with 
equal  knot  cannot  chose  but  bryng  forth  fruites  worthy  of  sutch 
society.     Let  men  say  what  they  list,  I  will  doe  none  otherwyse 
than  my  heade  and  mynd    haue  already  framed.     Semblably    I 
neede  not  make  accompt  to  any  persone  for  my  fact,  my  body,  and 
reputation  beynge  in  full   liberty  aud  freedome.     The  bond  of 
manage  made,  shall  couer  the  faulte  whych  men  woulde  fynde, 
and  leauyng  myne  estate,  I  shall  do  no  wrong  but  to  the  greatnesse 
of  my  house,  which  maketh  me  amongs  men  right  honorable.  But 
these  honors  benothyng  worth,  where  the  mynd  is  voyd  of  conten- 
tation,  and  wher  the  heaite  pryckte  forwarde  by  desire  leaueth  the 
bodye  and  mynde  restlcsse    wythout  quiet."     Thus  the  duchesse 
founded  liir  enterjiryse,  determining  to  mary  bir  houshold  mayster, 
seeking  for  occasion  and  time,  meete  for   disclosing  of  the  same, 
and  albeit  thatacertaine  naturall  shamefastnesse,  which  of  custome 
accompanieth  ladies,  did  close  hir  mouth,  and  made  hir  to  deferre 
(for  a  certain  time)  the  effect  of  hir  resolued  minde :    yet  ia 
the  ende  vanquished  with  loue  and  iuipacience,  she  was  forced  to 
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breake  of  silence,  and  lo  assure  hir  self  in  him,  reiecting  feare 
conceiued  of  shame,  to  make  hir  waye  to  pleasure,  which  she 
lusted  more  than  mariage,  the  same  seruyng  hir,  but  for  a  maske 
and  couerture  to  liide  hir  follies  and  shamelesse  lusts,  for  which  she 
did  the  penauuce  diat  hir  folly  deserued.  For  no  colorable  dede 
ordeceytful  trompery  can  seruc  the  excuse  of  any  notable  wycked- 
nesse.  Slie  then  throughly  persuaded  in  her  intent,  dreamyng 
and  thinking  of  nought  else,  hut  vpon  the  imbracement  of  hir 
Bologna,  ended  and  determined  hir  conceits  and  pretended  follies: 
and  vpon  a  time  sent  for  him  vp  into  hir  chamber,  as  commonly 
she  did  for  the  affaires  and  matters  of  hir  bouse,  and  taking  him  a 
side  vnto  a  window,  hauing  prospect  into  a  garden,  she  knew  not 
how  to  begin  hir  talk  :  (for  the  heart  being  seased,  theminde  trou- 
bled, and  the  witts  out  of  course,  the  tongue  fayled  to  do  bis  of- 
fice,)  in  sutch  wise,  as  of  long  time  she  was  vnable  to  speak  one 
onely  woord.  He  surprised  with  like  affection,  was  more  astonied 
by  seeing  the  alteration  of  his  ladie.  So  the  two  louers  stoode 
still  like  images  beholding  one  another,  without  any  mouing 
at  all,  vntill  the  lady  the  hardiest  of  them  bothe,  as  feelinge  the 
most  vehement  and  greatest  gryef,  tooke  Bologna  by  the  hand, 
and  dissembling  what  she  thought,  vsed  this  or  sutch  language: 
"  If  any  other  besides  your  selfe  (gentleman)  should  vndersland  the 
secret  which  now  I  purpose  to  dysclose,  I  doubt  what  speeacb 
were  necessary  to  colour,  what  I  shall  speaker  but  being  assured 
of  your  discretion  and  wisdom,  and  with  what  perfection  nature 
hath  indued  you,  and  arte,  hauing  accomplished  that  in  you,  which 
nature  did  begin  to  worke,  as  one  bred  and  brought  vp  in  the 
royal  court  of  the  seconde  Alphonse,  of  Ferdinando,  and  Frederick 
of  Aragon  my  cousins,  I  wil  make  no  doubt  at  all  to  manifest  to 
you  the  hidden  secretes  of  my  lieart,  being  well  persuaded  that 
when  you  shall  both  heareand  sauor  my  reasons,  and  tast  the  light 
which  I  bring  forth  for  me,  easily  you  may  iudgc  that  mine  aduice 
cannot  be  other  than  iust  and  reasonable.  But  if  your  conceits 
shall  straye  from  that  whych  I  detennine,  I  shal  be  forced  to 
thinke  and  saye  that  they  which  esteeme  you  wise  and  sage,  and 
to  be  a  man  of  good  and  ready  wytte,  be  maruelously  deceiued. 
^iotwithstanding  my    heart   foretelleth   that  it  is  impossible  for 
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mayster  Bologna,  to  wandre  so  farre  from  cquitie,  but  thai  by  and 
by  he  wil  enter  the  l^-stes  and  dyscerne  llie  white  from  blackr,  and 
the  wronge   fro  that   whych  is  iust  and  ryghte:  for  so  mutch  aa 
hitherto  I  neuer  saw  thinge  done  by  you,  wliich  pre[M)stcrated  or 
peruerled  the  good  iudgemcnt  that  all  the  world  esteemeih   to 
shine  in  you,   the  same  well  manifcslcd  and    declared    by  your 
tongue,  the   right  iudge  of  llie  inyade,  you  kuowe  and  see  how  I 
am  a  wydow  through  the  death  of  titat  noble  gentleman  of  good 
remembrauDce,  the  duke  my  lord  and  husbande  :  you  be  not  igno- 
raunt  also,  that  I  haue  lyued  and  gouerned  my  self  in  sutch  wise 
in  my  widow  state,  as  there  is  no  man  so  hard  andseuere  of  iudge- 
ment,  that  can  blason  reproch  of  mee  in  that  whych  appertayneih 
to  the  honesitye  and  reputation  of  sutch  a  lady  as   I  am,  bearyng 
my  port  so  righte,  as  my  conscience  yeldeth  no  remorse,  suppo- 
singe  tliat  no  man  iiathe  wherewith  to  byte  and  accuse  me.   Touch- 
yng  the  order  of  the  goods  of  the  duke  my  sonne,  I  haue  vsed 
them  with  diligence  and  discretion,  as  besides  the  dettes,  whych  1 
haue  dyscharged  sithens  the  death  of  tny  lord  ;   I  haue  purchased  a 
goodly   manor  in  Calabria,  and   haue  annexed  the  same  to  the 
dukedome  of  his  hcire :  and  at  this  day  doe  not  owe  one  peny  to 
any  creditor  that  lent  money  to  the  duke,  which  he  toke  vp  to  fur- 
nish the  charges  in  the  warres,  whicii  he  sustayoed  in  the  seruice  of 
the  kinges  oursoueraine  lords  in  the  late  warres  for  the  kyngdome 
of  Naples.     1  haue  as  I  suppose  by  this  meanes  stopped  the  slaun- 
derous  mouth  and  giuen  cause  vnto  my  sonne,  during  his  life  to 
accompt  himself  bound  vnto  his  mother:  now  hauing   till   thys 
time  liued  for  other,  and  made  my  selfe  subiect  more  than  nature 
could  bearc,  I  am  entended  to  chaunge  both  my  lyfe   and  condi- 
tion.    1  haue    tyll   thys  time  run,  trauayled,  and  rcmoued   to   the 
cartels  and  lordeships  of  the  dukedome,  to  Naples  and  other  places, 
being  in  mind  to  tary  as   I  am  a  widow.     But  what  new  affayres 
and  new  councel  hath  possest  my  inynd  ?    1  haue  trauayled  and 
payned  ray  self  inoughe:  1  haue  to  long  abidden  a  widow  e's  lyfe  : 
I  am  determined  therefore  to  prouyde  a  husbande,  who  by  louing 
me,  shall  honor  and  cherysh  me  according  to  the  loue  which  I 
shall  beare  hy  m,  and  my  desert.    For  to  loue  a  man  without  mariage, 
God   defend  my  hearte  should  euer  think,  and  shal  rather  dye  a 
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hundred  thousand  deathes,  than  a  desire  so  wicked  should  soyle 
my  conscience,  knowyng  well  that  a  woman  which  sctteth  hir 
honor  to  sale,  is  lesse  ttian  aotbing,  and  deserueth  not  the  common 
ayre  should  breathe  vpon  hir,  tor  all  the  reuerence  that  men  do 
beare  vnto  them.     I  accuse  no   person,  albeit   that  many  noble 
women  haue  their  forheds  marked,  with  the  blame  of  dishonest 
Jyfe,  and  being  honored  of  some,  bee  neucrthelesse  the  common 
fable  of  the  worlde.     To  the  intente  then  that  sutch  mysliappe 
happen  not  to  me,  and  perceyuyng  my  selfe  vnable  styll  thus  to 
lyue,  be^'ng  younge  as  I  am,  and  (God  bee  thanked)  neyther  de- 
formed nor  yet  pay n ted,  1  had  rather  bee  the  louyng  wyfeofa 
Bymple  feere,  than  the  concubyne  of  a  kynge  or  greate  prynce. 
And  what?  is   the  myghty   monarche  able  to  washe  away  the 
faulte  of  hys  wyfe  whych  hath  abandoned  him  contrary  to  the 
duety  and  honesty  whych  the  vndcfyled  bed  requyreth  i  no  lesse 
then  pryncesses  that  whilom  trespassed  with  those  whych  were 
of  baser  stufie  than   themselues.     Messalina  with  hir  imperiall 
robe  could  not  so   wel  couer  hir  faults,  but  that  the  historians, 
do  defame  hir  with  the  name  aud  title  of  a  common  woman. 
Faustina  the  wyfe  of  the  sage  monarch  Marcus  Aurelius,  gayned 
lyke  reporte  by  rendringe  hir  selfe  to  otliers  pleasure,  bysides  hir 
lawfull  spouse.     To  mary  my  selfe  to  one  that  is  myne  equall,  it^ 
it  impossible,  for  so  mutch  as  there  is  no  lorde  in  all  this  couiJH 
trey  meete  for  ray  degree,  but  is  to  olde  of  €'ige,  the  rest  being  dead 
in  these  later  warres.     To  mary  a  husband  that  yet  is  but  a  childe, 
is  folly  extreeme,  for  the   inconueniences  which  daily  chaunce 
thereby,  and  the  euil  intreaty  that  ladies  do  receyue  when  they 
come  to  age,  when  their  nature  waxeth  cold,  by  reason  whereof, 
imbracements  be  not  so  fauourable,  and  their  husbandes  glutted 
with  ordinary  mcate,  vse  to  run  in  exchange:  wherefore  1  am  re- 
solucd  without  respite  or  delay,  to  choose  some  well  qualified  and 
renoumed  geiulctnan,  that  hath  more  vertue  than  richesse,  that  is 
of  better  fame  and  brute,  then  of  wealth  and  reuenue,  to  tlie  entent 
I  may  make  him  my  lord,  espouse,  and  husbande.     For  I  can- 
not imploy  my  loue  vpon  treasure,  which  may  bee  taken  away 
from  him,  in  whom  richesse  of  the  minde  doth  fayle,  and  shall  bee 
better  content  to  see  an  honest  gentleman  with  little  liuiog,  to  be 
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praysed  and  commended  of  ech  degree  for  his  good  deedes,  than 
a  rich  carle  curssed  and  detested  oF  all  the  world.  Thus  mulch  I 
say,  and  it  is  the  summe  of  all  my  secretes,  wherein  I  pray  your 
councel  and  aduice.  I  know  that  some  wil  be  offended  with  my 
choise,  and  the  lords  my  brothers,  specially  the  cardinall  will 
thincke  it  straunge,  and  receyue  tlie  same  with  ill  digcsture,  that 
mutch  a  do  shall  I  haue  to  bee  agreed  with  them  and  to  remouc  the 
griefe  they  shall  conceyue  against  mee  for  this  myne  attempt : 
wherefore  I  would  the  same  should  secretly  be  kept,  vntil  without 
peril  and  daunger  eyther  of  my  self  or  him,  whome  I  pretende  to 
marry,  I  may  publish  and  manyfest,  not  my  loue  but  the  mariage 
■which  I  hope  in  God  shall  soone  bee  consummate  and  accomplish- 
ed wyth  one,  whome  I  doe  luue  better  than  my  self,  and  who  as  I 
ful  well  do  know,  doeth  loue  me  belter  than  his  owne  propre  lyfe." 
Mayster  Bologna,  which  tyll  then  hearkned  to  the  oration  of  the 
duchesse  without  mouing,  feeling  himselte  touched  so  neare,  and 
hearinge  that  his  lady  had  made  hir  approche  for  mariage,  stode 
still  astonnied,  hys  tongue  not  able  to  frame  one  word,  onely  fan- 
tasied  a  thousand  chimeraes  in  the  ay  re,  and  formed  like  number 
of  imaginations  in  his  minde,  not  able  toconiecture  what  hee  was, 
to  whom  the  duchesse  had  vowed  hir  loue,  and  the  possession  of 
liir  beauty.  He  could  not  thinke  that  this  ioy  was  prepared  for 
hymselfc,  for  that  his  lady  spake  no  word  of  him,  and  he  lesse  durst 
open  his  moutli,  and  yet  was  wel  assured  that  she  louedhim  beyond 
measure.  Notwithstanding  knowing  the  ficklcnesse  and  vnstable. 
heart  of  women,  he  sayd  vnto  himselfe  that  she  would  change  hir 
mynde,  for  seeing  him  to  be  so  great  a  coward,  as  not  to  offer  his 
seruicetoa  lady  by  whom  hee  saw  himselfe  so  many  times  both 
wantonly  looked  vppon,  and  intertayned  wyth  some  secresie  more 
than  familiar.  The  duchesse  which  was  a  fine  and  subtile  dame, 
seeinge  hir  friend  rapt  with  the  passion,  and  standing  still  vn- 
xnuoueable  through  feare,  pale  and  amazed,  as  if  hee  had  bene  ac- 
cused and  condempned  to  dy,  knew  by  that  countenauace  and 
astonishment  of  Bologna,  that  she  was  perfectly  beloued  of  him  : 
and  so  meaning  not  to  sutler  liiui  any  longer  to  contytme  in  that 
amaze,  ne  yet  to  further  feare  hym,  wyth  dissembled  and  fayned 
mariage  of  any  other  but  wyth  hym,  she  tooke  hym  by  the  hand, 


886 


THE    DUCHESSE    OF    MAX.FI. 


and  behoidinge  him  with  a  wanton  and  luring  eye,  (in  sutch  sort 
as  the  curious  philosopliers  themselues  would  awake,  if  sutch  a 
lainpe  and  torche  did  burne  wylhin  iheyr  studies,)  she  sayde  thus 
vnto  hym :  "  Seignor  Anthoiiio,  I  pray  you  be  of  good  cheere, 
and  torment  not  your  selfe  for  any  thing  that  I  liaue  sayd :  I  koow 
well,  and  of  long  time  haue  perceyued  what  good  and  faytlifiil 
loue  you  beare  mee,  and  with  what  affection  you  haue  serued  me, 
sithens  you  first  came  into  my  company,  Thinke  me  not  to  bee 
so  ignorant,  but  that  I  know  ful  wel  by  outward  signes,  what  se- 
cret thoughts  be  hid  in  the  inner  heart :  and  that  coniectures  niany 
timesdo  geueme  true  and  certaync  knowledge  of  concealed  tilings: 
and  am  not  so  foolish  to  thinke  you  to  be  so  vndiscrete  but  that 
you  haue  marked  my  couutenaunce  and  maner,  and  thereby  haue 
knowen  that  I  haue  bene  more  affectioned  to  you,  than  to  any 
other:  for  tliat  cause  (sayde  sliee,  sirayninge  hym  by  the  hand 
very  louingiy,  and  wytli  cheerefull  colour  in  hir  face)  I  sware  vnto 
you,  and  doe  promise  that  if  you  thinke  meete,  it  shalbe  none 
other  but  your  self  whom  I  wit  haue,  and  desire  to  take  to  husband 
and  lawful  spouse,  beynge  assured  so  much  of  you,  as  the  loue 
which  so  longc  time  hath  ben  hidden  and  couered  in  our  hartes, 
shall  appeare  by  so  euident  proofe,  as  oneiy  death  shal  end  and 
vndo  the  same."  The  gentleman  hearing  sutch  sodaiu  talke,  and 
the  assurance  of  that  which  he  most  wished  for,  albeit  he  saw  the 
daunger  extreme  wherunto  he  launched  himself  by  espousing  this 
great  ladie,  and  the  enntmies  he  should  get  by  entring  sutch  ali- 
auuce:  notwythstandyoge  building  vpon  vaine  hope,  and  think- 
ing at  length  that  tht  choler  of  the  Aragon  brother  would  passe 
away  if  they  vnderstoode  the  maryage,  determined  to  pursue  the 
purpose,  and  not  to  refuse  thai  greate  preferment,  being  so  pro- 
digall3'  offred  :  for  which  cause  bee  answered  his  lady  in  tiiis  man- 
ner: "  If  it  were  in  my  power  inadame,  to  bryng  to  passe  that, 
which  I  desire  for  your  seruice  by  acknowledging  the  benefits  and 
fauors  which  you  depart  vnto  me,  as  my  mind  presenteth  thanks 
for  the  same,  I  would  think  my  self  the  happyest  gentleman  that 
lyueth,  and  you  the  beste  serued  pryncesse  of  the  world.  For  one 
beter  beloued  (I  dare  presume  to  say,  and  so  long  as  I  liue  wil 
aflirme)  is  not  to  be  found.   If  tyll  tbys  time  I  delayed  to  open. 
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that  which  now  I  discouer  vnto  you,  I  beseeche  you  madame  to 
impute  it  to  the  greatnesse  of  your  estate,  and  to  the  duty  of  my 
calling  and  office  in  your  house,  being  not  seemelye  foraseruaunte 
to  talk  of  sutch  secrets  with  his  lady  and  mistresse.  And  truely 
the  payne  which  I  haue  indured  to  hold  my  peace,  and  to  hyde 
my  grief,  hath  ben  more  noysom  to  me  than  one  hundred  thousand 
like  sorrowes  together,  although  it  had  bene  lawful!  to  haue  re- 
iiealed  them  to  some  trusty  friend  :  1  do  not  denye  madame,  but 
of  long  time  you  did  perceiuc  my  follie  and  presumption,  by  ad- 
dressing my  minde  so  high,  as  to  the  Aragon  bloud,  and  to  sutch  a 
princesse  as  you  be.  And  who  can  beguile  the  eye  of  a  louer, 
specially  of  hir,  whose  paragon  for  good  minde,  wisedomeand  gen- 
tlenesse  is  not?  And  I  confesse  to  you  besides,  that  !  haue  most 
cuidentlye  perceiued  how  a  ceriain  louehaih  lodged  in  your  graci- 
ous hearte,  wherwitli  you  bare  me  greater  affection,  than  you  dyd 
to  anye  other  within  the  compasse  of  your  family.  But  what? 
great  ladyes  heartes  be  fraught  with  secretes  and  conceites  of  other 
effects  than  the  minds  of  symple  women,  which  caused  me  to 
hope  for  none  other  guerdon  of  my  loyal  and  faithful  affection,  than 
deathe,  and  the  same  very  short,  and  sith  that  little  hope  accom- 
panyed  wylh  great,  nay  rather  extreme  passion,  is  not  able  to  giue 
sufficient  force,  both  to  suffer  and  to  stablish  my  heart  with  con- 
stancye.  Nowe  for  so  mutch  as  of  your  motion,  grace,  curtesie 
and  liberality  the  same  is  offred,  and  that  it  pleaseth  you  to  accept 
nie  for  yours,  I  humblye  beseche  you  to  dispose  of  me  not  as  hus- 
band, but  of  one  whych  is,  and  slialbe  your  seruaunt  for  euer,  and 
sutch  as  is  more  ready  to  obey,  than  you  to  commaund.  It  resteth 
DOW  madame,  to  consyder  how,  and  in  what  wise  our  aflayres  are 
to  be  directed,  that  thynges  being  in  assurance,  you  may  so  liue 
without  perill  and  bruiie  of  slaunderous  tongues,  as  your  good  fame 
and  honest  report  may  continue  without  spot  or  blemish."  Be- 
bolde  the  first  actc  of  litis  tragedy,  and  the  prouision  of  the  fare 
which  afterwardes  sent  them  bothe  to  their  graue,  who  immediatly 
gane  their  mutual  faith :  and  the  hourc  was  assigned  the  next 
day,  that  the  fair  princesse  should  be  in  hir  chamber  alone,  attend- 
ed vpon  with  one  onely  gentlewoman  which  had  ben  brought  vp 
with  her  from  the  cradle,  and  was  made  priuy  to  the  heauy  mariage 
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of  those  two  loutTs  which  was  consummate  in  hir  presence- 
And  for  the  present  time  liiey  passed  the  same  in  words:  for 
ratification  whereof  they  went  to  bed  togither:  but  the  pain  iu 
the  end  was  greater  than  the  pleasure,  and  had  ben  better  for 
them  bothe,  yea  and  also  for  the  third,  that  they  had  shewed  them- 
selues  so  wyse  in  the  deede,  as  discrete  in  iveeping  silence  of  that 
which  was  don  :  for  albeit  theyr  manage  was  secrete,  and  therby 
politikcly  gouerned  themselues  in  their  stelthes  and  robberyes  of 
loue,  and  that  Bologna  more  ofte  helde  the  state  of  the  stewarde 
of  the  house  by  daye,  than  of  lorde  of  the  same,  and  by  nyghtc 
supplyed  that  place,  yet  in  the  ende,  the  thynge  was  perceyued 
whych  they  desyred  to  bee  closely  kepte.  7\nd  as  it  is  im- 
possyble  to  tyll  and  culture  a  fertyle  grounde,  but  that  the  same 
muste  yelde  some  fruycte,  euen  so  the  duchesse  after  many 
pleasures  (being  ripe  and  plentifuU)  became  with  childe,  which  at 
the  firste  astonned  the  maried  couple :  neuerthelesse  the  same  so 
well  was  prouided  for,  as  the  first  childbed  was  kept  secret,  and 
none  did  know  thereof:  the  childe  was  nourced  iu  the  towne,  and 
the  father  desired  to  haue  him  named  Frederick,  for  remembraunce 
of  the  parents  of  hys  wyfe.  Nowe  fortune  whych  lieth  in  dayly 
wavte  and  ambushment,  and  lyketh  not  that  men  should  longe 
loyter  in  pleasure,  and  passetime,  being  enuious  of  sutch  pros- 
perity, cramped  so  the  legges  of  our  two  louers,  as  they  must 
needes  chaunge  their  game,  and  learne  some  oilier  practise:  for  so 
mutch  as  the  duchesse  beinge  great  with  childe  agayne,  and  deli- 
uered  of  a  girlc,  the  businesse  of  the  same  was  not  so  secretly 
done,  but  that  it  was  discouered.  And  it  suffised  not  that  the 
brute  was  noysed  through  Naples,  but  that  the  sound  flew  I'uriher 
of:  As  eche  man  doth  know  that  rumor  hath  many  mouthes,  who 
wyth  the  multitude  of  hys  tongues,  and  trumps,  proclaymeth  in 
diuers  and  sundry  places,  the  things  which  chaunce  in  al  the 
regions  of  the  earth :  euen  so  that  bablinge  foole,  caried  the 
newes  of  that  second  childbed  to  the  eares  of  the  cardinall  of 
Aragou  tlie  duchesse  brother,  being  then  at  Rome.  Think  what 
joy,  and  pleasure  the  Aragon  brothers  had,  by  hearinge  tlie  re- 
port of  their  sister's  fact:  I  dare  presume  to  say,  that  albeit  they 
were  extremely  wroth  wyth  this  happened  slaunder,  and  wyib 
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that  dishonest  fame  whicfi  tlie  duchcsse  had  gotten  throughout 
Italy,  yet  t'arre  greater  was  tlitjir  sorrow  and  grief's  for  that  they 
did  not  know  what  hee  was,  that  so  curteously  was  allied  to  their 
house,  and  in  their  loue  had  increased  their  ligneage:  and  there- 
fore swelling  wyth  despite,  and  rapt  wyth  fur}'  to  see  tlieinselues 
•o  defamed  by  one  of  their  bloude,  they  purposed  by  all  meanes 
whatsoeuer  it  cost  them,  to  know  the  lucky  louer  that  iiad  so  wel 
tilled  the  duchcsse  their  sister's  field.  Thus  desirous  to  remoue 
that  shame  from  before  their  eyes,  and  to  bee  reuenged  of  a  wrong 
80  notable,  they  sent  espials  round  about,  and  scouts  to  Naples,  to 
view  and  spy  the  behauiour  and  taike  of  the  duchesse,  to  settle 
some  certayne  iudgement  of  him,  which  stealingly  was  become 
their  brother  in  lawe.  The  duchcsse  courte  beinge  in  thys 
trouble,  she  dyd  contynually  perceiue  in  hir  house,  hir  brothers 
men  to  raarke  hit  countenance, and  to  note  those  that  Came  thither 
to  visile  hir,  and  to  whom  she  vsed  great  familiaritic,  bicause  it  is 
impossible  but  that  the  fire,  although  it  be  raked  vnder  the  ashes, 
must  giue  some  heat:  and  albeit  the  two  louers  vsed  eche  others 
company,  without  shewing  any  sygne  of  their  affection,  yet  they 
purposed  to  chaung  theyr  estate  for  a  tyme,  by  yelding  truce  to 
their  pleasures :  yea,  and  although  Bologna  was  a  wise  and  pro- 
uidcnt  personage,  fearing  to  be  surprised  vpon  the  facte,  or  that 
the  gentlewoman  of  the  chamber  corrupted  with  money,  or  forced 
by  feare,  should  pronounce  any  matter  to  his  hinderance  or  dis- 
aduantage,  determined  to  absent  himself  from  Naples,  yet  not  so 
todainly  but  that  he  made  the  duchesse  his  faithfuli  lady  and  com- 
panion priuy  of  his  intent:  and  as  they  were  secretly  in  their 
chamber  togither,  he  vsed  these  or  sutch  like  words  :  "  Madame, 
albeit  the  right  good  intent  and  vnstained  conscience,  is  free  from 
faulte,  yet  the  iudgement  of  men  hath  further  relation  to  the  ex- 
terior apparance,  than  to  vertue's  force  and  innocency  it  self,  as 
ignoraunt  of  the  secrets  of  the  thought:  and  so  in  things  that  be 
well  done,  wee  must  of  necessity  fall  into  the  sentence  of  those, 
whom  beastly  affection  rauishelh  more,  than  ruled  reason.  You 
«ee  the  solcmpne  watch  and  guarde  whych  the  aeruaunts  of  the 
lordes  your  brothers  do  within  your  house,  and  the  suspition 
Mrhich  they  haue  conceiued  by  reason  of  your  second  childbed, 
VOL.   II.  1*   p 
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and  by  what  meanes  they  labor  triiely  to  know  how  your  affayres 
procede,  and   things  do  passe.     I  feare  not  deaili   where  your 
seruice   may  be  aduaunced,  but  yf  herein  the  maiden  of  your 
chamber  be  not  secrete,  if  she  bee  corrupted,  and  if  she  keepe 
not  close  that  wliich  shee  ought  to  doe,  it  is  not  ignorauntto  you 
that  it  is  the  losse  of  my  lyfe,  and  shall  dye  suspected  to  bee  a 
whoremonger  and  varlol,  euen   1,(1  say)  shal  incurre  that  peryll, 
whych  am  your  true  and  lawfull  liusband.     Thys  separation  chaun- 
celh  not  by  iustyce  or  desert,  sith  the  cause  is  to  righteous  for 
vs:  but  rather  your  brethren  will  procure  my  death,  when  I  shall 
thinke  the  same  in  greatest  assurance.    If  I  had  to  do  but  wytli 
one  or  two,  1  would  not  chaunge  the  place,  ne  march  one  step 
from  Naples,  but  be  assured,  that  a  great  band,  and  the  same  well 
armed  will  set  vppon  me  :   I  pray  you,  madame,  suffer  me  to  retire 
for  a  time,  for  I  am  assured  that  when  I  am  absent,  they  will  neuer 
soile  their  hands  or  imbrue   their  sweardes   in  your  bloud.     If  I 
doubted  any  thing  at  all  of  peryll  touchyng  your  owne  person,  I 
had   rather  a  hundred  hundred  tonnes  die  in  your  company,  than 
1  yue  to  see  you  no  more :  but  out  of  doubt  I  am,  that  if  our  affaires 
were  discouered,  and  they  knew  you  to  be  begotten  with  chyld  by 
me,  your  safely  would  be  prouided  for  wlier  I  should  sustain  the 
penaunce  of  the  fact,  committed  without  fault  or  sinne  :  and  ther- 
fore  I  am  determined  to  goe  from  Naples,  to  order  mine  affaires, 
and  to  cause  my  reueaue  to  be  brought  to  the  place  of  mine 
abode,    and  from   thence  to  Ancona,   vntyl  it  pleaseth  God  to 
mitigate  the  rage  of  your  brethren,  and  recouer  their  good  wills 
for  consent  to  our  mariage.     But  I  meane  not  to  do  or  conclude 
any  thing  without  your  aduisc,  and  if  thys  intente  doe  not  like 
you,  gyue  me  councell  madame,  what  I  were  beste  to  doc,  that 
both  in  lyfe  and  death  you  may  knowe  your  faythfull   seruaunt 
and  louing  husband  is  ready  to  obey  and  please  you."     This  good 
lady    hearing    hir    husband's  discourse,   vncertayne  what  to  do, 
wept  bitterly,  as  well  for  grief  to  lose  his  presence,  as  for  that  she 
felt  herselfwith  child  the  third  time:  the  sighes  and  teares,  tlie 
gobbes  and  heauy  lookes,  which  she  threwe  forth  vppon  hir  sorrow, 
full  husband,  gaue  sulhcient  witnesscof  hir  payne  and  gryef:  and 
if  none  bad  hard  hir,  I  thynke  her  playntes  woulde  haue  well  ex- 
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pressed  hir  inwarde  smarteof  mynde.  But  like  a  wise  ladye  seing 
llicalleaged  reasons  of  hir  liusbande, licensed  him  although  agoynste 
hir  niiude,  not  wythout  vtterance  of  these  fene  words,  before  hee 
went  out  of  hir  chamber:  "  Deare  husband,  if  1  were  so  well 
assured  of  the  affectyoa  of  my  brethren,  aj  I  am  of  my  mayde's 
fidelity,  I  would  entreat  you  not  to  leaue  me  alone:  speciallye  io 
the  case  I  am,  beynge  wyth  chylde:  but  knowyng  that  to  be  iust 
and  true  whych  you  haue  sayde,  I  am  content  to  force  my  wyll 
for  a  certayne  tyme,  that  hereafter  wee  may  lyue  at  rest  together, 
ioynyng  ourselues  in  the  companyeof  our  chyldren  and  famylye, 
voyde  of  those  troubles,  whych  greate  courts  ordinarily  beare 
within  the  compasse  of  their  palaces.  Of  one  thing  I  must  ia- 
treat  you,  that  so  often  as  you  can  by  trusty  messenger,  you  send 
nie  word  and  intelligence  of  your  health  and  state,  bicause  the 
same  shall  bring  vnto  me  greater  pleasure  and  conteatation,  than 
the  welfare  of  mine  owne:  and  bicause  also,  vpon  sutch  occur- 
rentes  as  shall  chaunce,  I  may  prouyde  for  myne  owne  affaires, 
the  surety  of  my  self,  and  of  our  children."  In  saying  so,  she 
embraced  him  very  amorously,  and  he  kissed  hir  with  so  greate 
sorrow  and  grief  of  heart,  as  the  soule  was  ready  out  of  his  body 
to  Uike  hir  flight,  sorowful  beyond  measure  so  to  leaue  hir  whome 
he  loued,  for  the  great  curtesies  and  honor  which  hee  had  receiued 
at  hir  hands.  In  the  end,  fearing  that  the  Aragon  espials  woutde 
come  and  discrie  them  in  those  priuities,  Bologna  tooke  his  leaue, 
and  bad  his  lady  and  spouse  farewell.  And  this  was  the  second 
acte  of  this  tragicall  historie,  to  see  a  fugitife  husband  secretly 
to  mary,  especially  hir,  vpoa  whome  hee  ought  not  so  mutch  as 
to  loke  but  with  feare  and  reuerence.  Behold  here  (O  ye  folish 
louers)  a  glasse  of  your  lightnesse,  and  yee  women,  the  course  of 
your  fond  behauyor.  It  behoueth  not  the  wise  sodainly  to  execute 
their  first  motions  and  desyres  of  their  heart  for  so  mutch  as  they 
may  be  assured  that  pleasure  is  pursued  so  neare  with  a  repen- 
taunce  so  sharp  to  be  suifred,  and  hard  to  be  digested,  as  their 
voluptuousnesse  shall  vtterfy  discontent  them.  True  it  is,  that 
mariagesbe  don  in  heauen  and  performed  in  earth,  but  that  saying 
may  not  be  applied  to  fooles,  which  gouerne  them  selues  by 
caiaall  desires,  whose  scope  is  but  pleasure,  and  the  reward  manjr 
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times  equall  to  their  follie.  Shall  I  be  of  opinion  thai  a  housbold 
seruaunt  oughte  to  sollicite,  nay  rather  suborne  the  daughter  of 
liis  lorde  without  punishment,  or  that  a  vyle  and  abiect  person 
dare  to  mount  vpon  a  prynces  bed?  No,  no,  pollicye  requyrelh 
order  in  all,  and  eche  wight  ought  to  bee  matched  according  to 
theyr  qualytyc,  wyihout  makynge  a  pastyme  of  it  to  couer  thejT 
foliyes,  and  knowe  not  of  what  force  loue  and  desteny  be,  except 
the  same  be  resysted.  A  goodly  thinge  it  is  to  loue,  but  where 
reason  luoseth  place,  loue  is  wythuute  his  effect,  and  the  sequele 
rage  and  madnesse:  Icaue  we  to  discourse  of  those  which  beleue 
that  they  be  constrayned  to  folowe  the  Force  of  theyr  mynde,  and 
may  easilye  subdue  themselues  to  the  iawes  of  vertue  and  honesty, 
lyke  one  that  thrusteth  hys  heade  into  a  sack,  and  thynkes  he  can 
not  get  out:  sutch  people  do  please  themselues  in  ihe3T  losse, 
and  thinke  all  well  that  is  noysome  to  their  health,  daily  folowyng 
tJieyr  owne  delyghtes.  Come  wee  againe  then  to  sir  Bologna,  who 
after  he  hud  left  hys  wvfe  in  hir  castell,  went  to  Naples,  and  hauing 
sessed  a  rent  vpon  hir  lands,  and  leuyed  a  good  summe  of  money, 
he  repayred  to  Ancona  a  city  of  the  patrimonye  of  the  Romane 
church,  whither  hee  carved  the  two  chyldren,  which  he  had  of 
the  duchesse,  causyng  them  to  be  brought  vp  with  suche  dyligence 
and  care,  as  it  is  to  be  thought  a  father  well  affectyoned  to  hys 
wyfe  would  doe,  and  who  delyghted  to  see  a  braunch  of  the  tree, 
that  to  hym  was  the  best  beloued  fruycl  of  the  world.  There  he 
hyreda  house  for  hys  trayne,  and  for  those  that  way  ted  vppon  hys 
wyfe,  who  in  the  meane  tyme  was  in  great  care,  and  could  not  tell 
of  what  woode  to  make  hir  arrowcs,  perceyuing  that  hir  belly 
began  to  swell,  and  grow  to  the  tyme  of  hir  deliuery,  seeing  that 
from  day  to  day,  hir  brothers  seruauuts  were  at  hir  back,  voide  of 
counsel  and  aduise,  if  one  euenyng  she  had  not  spoken  to  the 
gentlewoman  of  hir  chamber,  touchyng  the  doubts  and  peryl 
wherein  she  was,  not  knowing  how  she  uiiglil  be  deliuered  from 
the  same.  That  maiden  was  gentle  and  of  a  good  mind  and 
stomake,  and  toued  hir  mistresse  very  derely,  and  seeing  hir  so 
amazed  and  tormenting  hir  self  to  death,  uiindyng  to  fray  hir  no 
further,  ne  to  reproue  hir  of  hir  fault  which  could  not  be  amended, 
but  rather  to  prouyde  for  the  daunger  wherunto  she  had  hedlong 
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cast  hir  self,  gaue  hir  this  adnyse:  "  How  now,  Madame"  (sayd 
•hee,)  "  is  that  wysdom  whych  from  your  chyldhode  hath  ben  so 
famyliar  in  you,  dislodged  from  your  brest  in  time  when  it  ought 
chieBy  to  rest  for  incountryng  of  those  mishaps  that  are  comming 
vpon  vsf  think  you  to  auoid  the  dangers,  by  thus  tonnentyng 
your  self,  except  you  set  your  hands  to  the  work  therby  to  gyue 
the  repulse  to  aduerse  fortune  i  I  haue  heard  you  many  tymes 
spcake  of  the  constancye  and  force  of  mynde,  whych  ought  to 
shine  in  the  dedes  of  princesses,  more  clerely  than  amongs  those 
dames  of  baser  house,  and  whych  ought  to  make  them  appeare 
like  the  sunne  and  the  little  starres:  and  yet  1  see  you  nowe 
astonned,  as  though  you  had  neuer  forsecne,  thataduersity  chaun- 
ceth  so  wel  to  catch  the  great  within  his  douches,  as  the  base  and 
simple  sort.  It  is  but  now  that  you  haue  called  to  remembraunce 
that  which  might  insue  your  mariage  with  sir  Bologna?  Did  hys 
onely  presence  assure  you  against  the  waits  of  fortune,  and  was  it 
the  thought  of  paines,  feares  and  frights,  which  now  turmoileth 
your  dolorous  mindf  Ought  you  thus  to  vexe  yourself,  whennede 
it  is  to  thinkehow  to  saue  both  your  honor,  and  the  fruicte  wythin 
your  intrailes  ?  If  your  sorrow  be  so  great  ouer  sir  Bologna,  and 
if  you  feare  your  childbed  wil  be  descried,  why  seeke  you  not 
meanes  to  attempt  some  voyage,  for  couering  of  the  fact,  to 
beguile  the  eyes  of  them  whych  so  diligently  do  watch  3'ouf 
Doth  yourhearte  faile  you  in  that  matter  ?  whereof  do  you  dreame  i 
why  sweat  and  freat  you  before  you  make  me  answer  ?"  "  Ah 
sweete  hearte," (answered  the  duchesse,)  "  if  thou  feliest  the  payne 
which  I  do  suffer,  thy  tongue  would  not  be  so  mutch  at  wyll,  as 
thou  shewest  it  now  to  bee  for  reproofe  of  my  small  constancie. 
I  do  sorrow  specially  for  the  causes  which  thou  allcagest,  and 
aboue  all,  for  that  I  know  well,  that  if  my  brethren  had  neuer  so 
litle  intelligence  of  my  beynge  with  chyld,  I  were  vndone  and  my 
lyfe  at  an  end,  and  peradueniure  poore  wench,  thou  shouldest 
beare  the  penaunce  for  my  sinne.  But  what  way  can  1  take, 
that  stil  these  candels  may  not  giue  light,  and  I  voided  of  the 
travne  whych  ought  to  wayghte  vpon  my  brethren  '<  I  thinke  if  I 
should  descend  into  hell,  they  would  know,  whither  any  shadowe 
there  were  in  loue  with  me.     Now  gesse  if  I  should  trauaylc  the 
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realme,  or  retire  to  any  other  place,  whither  they  would  let  me 
Hue  Id  peace  f  Nothyng  lesse,  for  suspect  they  would,  that  the 
cause  of  my  departure  proceeded  ofdesyre  to  Hue  at  liberty,  to 
dallye  wyth  hym,  whom  they  judge  to  hee  other  than  my  lawfull 
husbande :  and  it  may  so  be,  that  as  they  bee  wicked  and  suspi- 
cious, so  will  thc,y  double  of  my  beynge  wyth  chylde  and  thereby 
shall  I  be  farre  more  infortunate  by  trauayl^-ng,  than  here  in 
miserie  amidde  myne  anguishe :  and  you  the  reste  that  be  keepers 
of  my  counceli,  fall  into  greater  daunger,  vppon  whomeno  doubte 
they  will  bee  rcuenged  :  and  fleshe  themselues  for  your  vnhappy 
waiting  and  attendance  vpon  vs."  "  Madame,"  sayd  the  bolde 
maiden,  "  be  not  afraide,  and  foilowe  mine  aduise,  for  I  hope  that 
it  shall  be  the  meanes  both  to  see  your  spouse,  and  lo  rid  those 
troublesome  verlets  out  of  your  house,  and  in  like  maner  safely  to 
deliuer  you  into  good  assuraunce."  "  Say  your  mind,"  quod 
the  ladye,  "  for  it  may  bee,  that  I  wyll  gouerne  my  self  according 
to  the  same."  "  Mine  aduise  is  then,"  sayd  the  gentlewoman, "  to 
let  your  houshold  \'ndcrstand,  that  you  made  a  vowe  to  visite  the 
holy  temple  of  our  Lady  of  Loretto,  (a  famous  pilgrimage  in  Italy) 
and  that  you  commaund  your  trayn  to  make  themselues  ready  to 
wayt  vpon  you  for  accomplyshment  of  your  deuotion,  and  from 
thence  you  shall  take  your  iourney  to  soiourneat  Ancona,  whiilicr 
before  you  goe  hence,  you  shall  send  your  moueables  and  plate, 
wyth  sutch  moneye  as  you  thynke  necessarye  for  fumyshing  of 
your  charges :  and  afterwards  God  will  perfornie  the  rest,  and 
through  his  holy  mercy  willguyde  and  direct  at  your  affaires."  Tlie 
duchesse  hearing  the  madden  speake  her  good  aduise  and  amazed 
of  her  sodayne  inueotion,  could  not  forbear  lo  imbrace  and  kysse 
hir,  blessing  the  houre  wherein  she  was  borne,  and  that  euer  she 
chaunced  into  hir  companye,  to  whome  afterwards  shee  sayd: 
"  My  wenche,  I  had  well  determined  lo  gyue  ouer  myne  estate 
and  noble  porte,  ioyfully  to  lyue  a  simple  gentlewoman  with  my 
deare  and  welbeloued  husband,  but  I  could  not  deuyse  how  I 
should  conuenyently  depjuie  thys  countrey  without  suspition  of 
some  folly :  and  sith  that  thou  hast  so  well  instructed  mee  for 
brynging  that  same  to  passe,  I  promyse  thee  that  so  diligentlye 
thy  counsel  shal  be  performed,  as  I  see  the  same  to  be  right  good 
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and  necessary :  for  railier  had  I  s%e  my  husband,  beynge  alone 
without  title  of  duchesse  or  great  lady,  than  to  line  without  him 
beautified  with  the  graces  and  names  of  honor  and  preheminence." 
Tliis  deuised  plot  was  no  soner  grounded,  but  she  gaue  order  for 
execution  of  the  same,  and  brought  it  to  passe  with  sutch  dex- 
terity as  the  ladye  in  lesse  than  viii.  dayes  had  conueyed  and 
sente  ll»e  most  part  of  hir  moueables,  and  specially  the  chyefest 
and  beste  to  Ancona,  taking  in  the  meane  time  bir  way  towards 
Loretto  after  she  had  bruted  hir  solempne  vow  made  for  that  pil- 
grimage. It  was  not  sufficient  for  this  folysh  woman  to  take  a 
husband  more  to  glut  hir  libidinous  appetite,  than  for  other 
occasion,  except  shee  added  to  hir  sinne  another  excreable  im- 
pietie,  making  holy  places  and  dueties  ofdeuotion,  to  be  as  it 
were  the  shadowes  of  hir  folly.  But  let  vs  consider  the  force  of 
louers  rage,  which  so  soone  as  it  hath  seased  vpon  the  minds  of 
men,  we  see  how  maruellous  be  the  effects  thereof,  and  with  what 
straint  and  puissaunce  that  madnesse  subdueth  the  wise  and 
strongest  worldlings:  who  woulde  thinke  that  a  great  lady  besides 
the  abandoning  hir  estate,  hir  goodes  and  chyld,  would  haue  mis- 
prysed  hir  honor  and  reputation,  to  follow  like  a  vagabond,  a  pore 
and  simple  gentleman,  and  him  bisides  that  was  the  housliold 
seruaunt  of  hir  courte  f  and  yet  you  see  this  great  and  mighty 
duchesse  trot  and  run  after  the  male,  like  a  female  wolfe  orlionesse 
(when  they  goe  to  sault,)  and  forget  the  noble  bloud  of  Aragon 
whereof  she  was  descended,  to  couple  hir  self  almost  with  the 
simplest  person  of  all  the  trimmest  gentlemen  of  Naples.  But 
tame  we  not  the  example  of  follies  to  bee  a  matter  of  consequence: 
for  if  one  or  two  become  bankrupt  of  theyr  honor,  it  followeth 
not,  good  ladyes,  that  theyr  fact  should  serue  for  a  matche  to  your 
deserts,  and  mutch  lesse  a  patron  for  you  to  folow.  lliese  hys- 
tories  be  not  wryten  to  trayne  and  trap  you  to  pursue  the  thousand 
thousand  slippery  sleightes  of  loue's  gatlantise,  but  rather  care- 
fally  to  warne  you  to  behold  the  semblable  faultes,  and  to  aerue 
for  a  drugge  to  dyscharge  the  poyson  which  gnaweth  and  fretteih 
the  integrylie  and  soundnesse  of  the  soule.  The  wyse  imd  skilful] 
apothecary  or  compositor  of  drugges,dresseth  vipers  flesh  to  purge 
the  patyent  from  bote  corrupted  bloud  whych  conceyuetb  and  ea> 
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him  hys  palace  for  the  ladye.    So  Bologna  whych  was  already  wel- 
beloued  in  Ancona,aud  neweiyentred  araytye  and  greate  aquayn- 
taunce  wyth  the  gentlemen  of  the  cytye,  wytha  goodlye  troupe  of 
them,  wenie  fortheto  meete  hys  wyfe,  to  whom  he  presented  his 
bouse,  and  besought  hir  that  shee  and  hir  trayne  would  vouchsafe 
to    lodge  there.      She  receiued   the  same  very  thankfully,  and 
withdrew  hir  selfe  vnto  his  house,   who  conducted    hir   thither, 
not  as  a  husband,  but  like  him  that  was  hir  bumble  and   affec- 
tionate seruaunt.     But  what  needeth  greate  dyscourse  of  woordes  ? 
The  duchesse  knowing   that  it   was  impossible   but    eche    man 
must  be  priuy  to  hir  facte,  and  know  what  secretes  hath  passed 
betweene  hir  and  hir  husband,  to  the  endc  that  no  other  opynyon 
of  hir  childebed  should   bee   conceyued,    but  that   which    was 
good  and  honest,  and  done  synce  the  accomplyshment  of  the 
maryage,  the  morrow  after  hir  arryuall  to  Ancona,  assembled  all 
her  trayne  in  the  hall,  of  purpose  no  longer  to  keepe  cloase  that 
sir  Bologna  was  hir  husbande,  and  that  already  shee  had  had  two 
chyldren  by  him,  and  agayne  was  great  with  chiide,  with  a  third. 
And  when  they  were  come  togither  after  dynner,  in  that  presence 
of  hir  husbande,  shee  vsed  vnto  them  these  woordes:  "  Gentlemen, 
and  al  ye  my  trusty  and  louyng  seruaunts,  hyghe  tyme  it  is  to 
manyfest  to  euery  of  you,  the  thing  which  hath  ben  done  before 
the  face,  and  in  the  presence  of  hym   who  knoweth   the  most 
obscure  and  hydden  secrets  of  our  thoughts.     And  needefull  it  is 
not  to  keepe  silente  that  which  is  neyther  euyil  done  ne  hurtfull 
to  any  person  :  If  things  myght  be  kept  secrete  and  styl  remaine 
Tnknowen,  except  they  were  declared  by  the  doers  of  them,  yet 
would  Dol  I  commit  the  wrong  in  concealyng  that,  which  to  dys- 
couer  vnto  you  doth  greatly  delite  me,  and  deliuereth  my  mind 
from  exceeding  grief,  in  sutch  wise  as  if  the  flames  of  my  desire 
could  breake  out  with  sutch  violence,  as  the  6re  hath  taken  heate 
within  my  mind,  ye  should  see  the  smoke  mount  vp  with  greater 
smoulder  than  that  which  the  mount  Gibel  doeth  vomit  forth  at 
ccrtayne  seasons  of  the  yeare.     And  to  the  intent  I  may  not  keepe 
you  long  in  this  suspect,  this  secret  fire  wy  thin  my  heart,  and  tliat 
which   I  shal  cause  to  flame  in  open  ayre,  is  a  certain  opinion 
which  I  conceiue  for  a  mariage  by  me  made  certain  yeares  past,. 
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I  choae  and  mtiiei  a  kMbaad  to  mj  ^tasie  and 

idov  state,  being  vnwilliogto 

■  aad  hart  bj  cooscieoce.    The 

lo^  keepvng  lecrete  the  perfomcd    ■ariage:  for   the   wjcked 

t  hj  icaaoo  of  my  childbed, 
uttz  bowbdt  mv  conscience 
raoetoetb  cumfane,  far  that  the  same  is  free  from  fault  or  blot> 
Kom  sbaD  jc  know  thtaefme  what  be  i^  whom  I  acknowledg  for 
■J  lotd  and  spoose,  aod  who  it  is  tbat  lavfaUy  bath  me  espoused 
in  the  preseooe  of  this  gcntiewooian  here  preseat,  which  is  the 
!  €f  oar  ■■ptiab  aad  aooorde  of  nuriage.  This  gentJemao 
BologaB,  is  he  to  vfaoa  I  haue  sworn  and  giuen  my 
faith,  and  bee  ^aine  to  mee  hath  iogaged  his.  He  it  is  whom  I 
aocompt  for  mj  spoaae  aod  bosbaod,  (and  with  whome  heDcefortli) 
I  Beaoe  to  rest  and  oootjnae.  In  consideration  whereof,  if  there 
be  any  beere  aaaoogs  yon  all,  that  shal  mislike  of  my  cboyse, 
and  is  wylling  to  wayt  Tppoo  my  sonne  the  duke,  I  meane  not  to 
let  them  of  their  intent,  prayinge  them  faiihfull}-  to  seroe  him, 
and  to  be  carefiil  of  his  person,  and  to  be  ynto  him  so  honest  and 
loyal),  as  they  liaue  bene  to  me  so  longe  as  I  was  their  mistresse. 
Bat  if  any  of  you  deuire  stil  to  make  your  abode  wyth  me,  to  be 
partakers  of  my  wealth  and  woe,  I  will  so  entertayne  them  as  they 
shall  haue  good  cause  to  be  contented,  if  not  let  them  departe 
hence  to  Malfi,  and  the  steward  shal  pronide  for  them  according 
to  their  degre :  for  touching  my  self  1  do  mind  no  more  to  be 
termed  an  infamous  duchesse :  rather  would  I  be  honored  wyth 
the  tyile  of  a  symple  gentlewoman,  or  wyth  that  estate  wliych  sliee 
can  haue  that  bath  an  honest  husband,  and  wyth  whom  she  holdeth 
faithful!  and  loyal!  company,  than  reucrenced  with  the  glory  of  a 
pryncesse,  subiect  to  thedespitc  of  slaunderous  tongues.  Ye  know" 
(said  she  to  Bologna)  "  what  hath  passed  betwene  vs,  and  God  is 
tlie  witnesse  of  the  integrity  of  my  con8c\'ence,  wherfore  I  pray 
you  bryng  forth  our  chyldren,  that  eche  man  may  beholde  the 
fruyctes  raysed  of  ourallyance."  Hauynge  spoken  those  woordes, 
and  the  chyldren  broughte  forthe  into  the  ha!!,  all  the  companye 
stoode  styll  so  astonned  wyth  that  newe   successe  and  tale,  as 
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though  homes  sodainly  had  started  forth  their  heads,  and  rested 
vnmoueable  and  amazed,  like  the  great  marble  piller  of  Rome 
called  Pasquile,  for  so  mutch  as  ihey  neuer  thought,  aeconiectured 
that  Bologna  was  the  successor  of  the  duke  of  Mal6  in  hismariage 
bed.  This  was  the  preparatiue  of  the  catastrophe  and  bloudy  end 
of  this  tragedie.  For  of  all  tlie  duchesse  seruaunts,  there  was  not 
one  that  was  willing  to  continue  wyth  theyr  auncient  mistresse, 
who  wiih  the  faithfull  maidea  of  hir  chamber  remained  at  Ancona, 
enioying  the  ioyful  embracements  of  hir  husbande,  in  all  sutch 
pleasure  and  delyghtsas  they  doe,whych  hauyng  lyued  in  fear,  be 
set  at  liberty,  and  out  of  al  suspition,  plunged  in  a  sea  of  ioy,  and 
fleting  in  the  quiet  calme  ofai  passelime,  where  Bologna  had  oouc 
other  care,  but  how  to  please  his  best  beloued,  and  she  studied 
nothing  else  but  how  to  loue  and  obey  him,  as  thewyfe  ought  to 
doe  hir  husband.  But  ihys  fayrc  weather  lasted  not  longe,  for  as 
the  ioyes  of  men  do  not  long  endure  but  wast  in  lyttle  tyme,  so 
bee  the  delights  of  louers  lesse  iirme  and  stedefast  and  passe  away 
almost  in,  one  moment  of  an  houre.  Now  the  seruaunts  of  the 
duchesse  which  wer  retired,  and  durst  tary  no  longer  with  hir, 
fearing  the  fury  of  the  cardinal  of  Aragon  brother  to  the  lady,  the 
verye  day  they  departed  from  Ancona,  deuised  amongs  themselues 
that  one  of  them  should  ride  in  post  to  Rome,  to  aduertise  the 
cardinal  of  the  ladye's  maryage,  to  the  intente  that  the  Aragon 
brethren  myght  conceiue  no  cause  to  seke  reuenge  of  theyr  dis- 
loyalty. That  determination  spedily  was  accomplished,  one  posting 
towardes  Rome,  and  the  rest  galloping  to  the  countrey  castles  of 
the  duke.  These  newes  reported  to  the  cardinal  and  his  brother, 
it  may  bee  coniectured  how  gryeuously  they  toke  the  same,  and 
that  they  were  not  able  to  digest  them  wyth  modestye,  the  yongest 
of  the  brethren,  yalped  forth  a  thousand  cursses  and  despytes, 
agayaste  the  symplesexe  of  womankind.  "  Ha,"  said  the  prince 
(transported  with  choler,  and  driuen  into  deadly  furie)  "  what  law 
is  able  lo  punish  or  restrayne  the  folysh  indiscretion  of  a  woman, 
that  yeldeth  hir  self  to  hir  own  desires?  What  shame  is  able  to 
brydle  and  withdrawe  a  woman  from  hir  mind  and  madnesse  ? 
Or  with  what  fear  is  it  possible  to  snaffle  them  from  execution  of 
theyr  filthinesse?    Ther  is  no  beast  be  he  neuer  so  wilde,  but  man 
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Bometime  may  tame,  and  bnng  to  his  lure  and  order.  The  force 
and  diligence  of  man  is  able  to  make  mylde  the  stronge  and  proude, 
and  to  ouertake  the  swyftest  beaste  and  foule,  or  otherwyse  to 
altayne  the  hyghest  and  deepest  things  of  the  world :  but  tiiis 
incarnate  diuelisb  beaste  the  woman,  no  force  can  subdue  hir,  no 
swiftnesse  can  approch  hir  mobylity,  no  good  mind  is  able  topre- 
uent  hir  sleightes  and  deceites,  they  seeme  to  bee  procreated  and 
borne  againste  all  order  of  natnre,  and  to  line  withoute  lane, 
wbych  gouemeth  al  other  things  indued  with  some  reason  and 
vnderstanding.  But  howe  great  abbomination  is  this,  that  a 
gentlewoman  of  sutch  a  house  as  ours  is,  hath  forgotten  hir  estate, 
and  the  greatnesse  of  hir  deceased  husband,  with  the  hope  of  the 
toward  youthe  of  the  duke  hir  sonne  and  our  nephew.  Ah,  false 
and  vile  bytch,  I  sweare  by  the  Almighty  God  and  by  his  blessed 
wounds,  that  if  1  can  catch  thee,  and  that  wicked  knaueihy  chosen 
mate,  I  wil  pype  ye  both  sutch  a  wofuU  galiard,  as  in  your  imbrace* 
ments  ye  neuer  felt  like  ioy  and  mirtlie.  i  wil  make  ye  dauiice 
sutch  a  bloudy  bargenet,  as  your  whorish  heate  for  ener  shall  be 
cooled.  What  abuse  haue  they  committed  vndcr  title  of  mariage, 
whych  was  so  secretly  don,  as  their  children  do  witnesse  their  lecher- 
ous loue,  but  theyr  promise  of  faith  was  made  in  open  aire,  and 
serueth  for  a  cloke  and  visarde  of  their  moste  filthy  whoredom. 
And  what  if  mariage  was  concluded,  be  we  of  so  litle  respect,  as 
the  carion  beast  could  not  vouchsafe  to  aduertise  vs  of  hir  entent? 
Or  is  Bologna  a  man  worthy  to  be  allied  or  mingled  with  the  roial 
bloud  of  Aragon  and  Castille?  No,  no,  be  he  neuer  so  good  a 
gentleman,  his  race  agreeth  not  with  kingly  state.  But  I  make  to 
(jod  a  vow,  that  neuer  wyll  I  take  one  sound  and  restful  slepe, 
vntill  1  haue  dispatched  that  infamous  fact  from  our  bloud,  and 
that  the  cailif  whoremonger  be  vsed  according  to  his  desert."  The 
cardinal  also  was  out  of  quiet,  grinding  his  teeth  togither,  chatter- 
ing forth  of  his  Spanish  mosel  Jack  an  Apes  Pater-noster,  promis- 
ing no  better  vsage  to  their  Bologna  than  hys  yonger  brother  did. 
And  the  better  to  intrap  them  both  (without  further  sturre  for  that 
time)  they  sent  to  the  lord  Gismundo  Gonsago  the  cardinal  of 
Mantua,  than  legate  for  pope  lulius  the  second  at  Ancona,  at 
whose  bands  tiiey  enioyed  sutch  friendship,  as  Bologna  and  all  his 
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family  were  commaunded  spedily  to  auoid  the  city.  But  for  al 
that  the  legat  was  able  to  do,  of  long  time  he  could  not  preuail, 
Bologna  had  so  greale  intelligence  wythin  Ancona.  Neuerthelesse 
whiles  hee  differred  his  departure,  hee  caused  the  most  part  of  his 
trayne,  hischildren  and  goods  to  be  conueyed  to  Siena,  an  auncient 
citly  of  Thoscane,  which  for  the  state  and  liberties,  had  long  time 
bin  at  warres  with  the  Florentines,  in  sutch  wyse  as  the  very  same 
day  that  newes  came  to  Bologna  that  hee  should  depart  the  citty 
within  XV.  daies,  hee  was  ready,  and  mounted  on  horseback  to 
take  hys  flight  to  Siena,  whych  brake  for  sorrow  the  hearts  of  the 
Aragon  brethren,  seeinge  that  they  were  deceiued,  and  frustrate  of 
their  intent,  bicause  they  purposed  by  the  way  to  apprehend 
Bologna,  and  to  cut  him  in  peeces.  But  whatf  Thetymeofhis 
hard  lucke  was  not  yet  expired,  and  so  the  marche  from  Ancona, 
serued  not  for  the  theatre  of  those  two  infortunatc  louers  ouer- 
throw,  who  certaine  moneths  liued  in  peace  in  Thoscane.  The 
cardinal!  night  nor  day  did  sleepe,  and  his  brother  still  did  wayt 
to  performe  hys  othe  of  reuenge.  And  seeinge  their  ennimy  out 
of  feare,  they  dispatched  a  post  to  Alfonso  Castruccio,  the  card  inall 
of  Siena,  to  entreat  the  lord  Borgliese,  cheyfe  of  the  seigniory 
there,  that  their  syster,  and  Bologna  should  be  banished  the 
countrey,  and  limits  of  that  citty,  which  wyth  small  suite  was 
brought  to  passe.  These  two  infortunale,  husband  and  wyfe, 
were  chasid  from  all  places,  and  so  vnlucky  as  whilom  Achastus 
was  when  he  was  accursed,  or  Oedipns,  after  his  father's  death,  and 
incestious  m&riage  wylh  his  mother,  vncertaync  to  what  sainct  to 
vow  tberaselues,  and  to  what  place  to  take  their  flight.  In  the 
ende  they  determined  to  goe  to  Venice,  but  first  to  Ramagna, 
there  to  itnbarke  ihemselues  for  to  retyre  in  saulfty  to  the  citty 
euuironned  wyth  the  sea  Adriaticum,  the  richest  in  Europa. 
But  the  pooresoules  made  their  rcconinge  there  wythout  their 
hoaste,  faylinge  halfe  the  price  of  their  banket.  For  being  vppon 
the  territory  of  Forly,one  of  the  trayneafarre  of,  did  see  a  troupe 
of  horsemen  galloping  towardes  their  company,  which  by  their 
countenaunce  shewed  no  signe  of  peace  or  amity  at  all,  which 
made  them  consider  that  it  was  some  ambush  of  theyr  enimyes. 
The  Neapolitan  gentleman  seeing   the  onset  bendinge  vppon 
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them,  began  to  feare  death,  not  for  that  hee  cared  at  all  for  his 
mishap,  aud  ruine,  but  his  heart  began  to  cleaue  for  heauinesse 
to  see  his  wyfe  and  little  children  ready  to  bee  murdered,  and 
serue  for  the  passetime  of  the  Aragon  brethren's  eyes,  for  whose 
sakes  he  knew  hymselfe  already  predestinate  to  dy,  and  that  for 
despite  of  him,  and  to  accelerate  his  death  by  the  ouerthrow  of  hys 
wyfe  and  children,  he  was  assured  that  they  woulde  dispatch  them 
all  before  his  face  and  presence.  But  what  is  there  to  be  done, 
where  counsell  and  meanes  to  escape  do  fayle  ?  Full  of  teares 
therefore,  astonishment  and  feare,  he  expected  death  so  cruell  as 
man  could  deuise,  and  was  already  determined  to  suflTer  the  same 
with  good  courage,  for  any  thing  that  (he  duchesse  could  say  vnto 
him.  He  might  well  haue  saued  himself  and  his  eldest  sonne  by 
flight,  being  both  wel  mounted  vpon  two  good  Turkey  horsses, 
which  ran  so  fast,  as  the  quarrel  out  of  a  crosbow.  But  he  loued 
to  mutch  his  wife  and  children,  and  would  kepe  them  company 
both  in  lyfe  and  death.  In  th'ende  the  good  lady  sayd  vnto  him: 
"  Sir,  for  all  the  ioyes  and  pleasures  which  you  can  do  me,  for 
God's  sake  saue  your  selfe  and  the  litle  infant  next  you,  who  can 
well  indure  the  galloping  of  the  horse.  For  sure  I  am,  that  you 
being  out  of  our  company,  we  shall  not  neede  to  feare  any  hurt : 
but  if  you  do  tary,  you  wil  be  the  cause  of  the  ruine  and  ouer- 
throw of  vs  all,  and  we  shal  receiue  thereby  no  profit  or  aduaun- 
tage:  take  this  purse  therefore,  and  saue  your  self,  attending  bet- 
ter fortune  in  time  to  come."  The  poore  gentleman  Bologna 
knowing  that  his  wife  had  pronounced  reason,  and  fearing  that  it 
was  impossible  from  that  time  forth  that  she  or  hir  traine  could 
escape  their  hands,  taking  leaue  of  hir,  and  kissing  hischyldren  not 
forgetting  the  money  which  she  offred  vnto  him,  willed  his  ser- 
uants  to  saue  themselues  by  sutch  meanes  as  they  thought  best. 
So  gieuing  spurs  vnto  his  horse,  he  began  to  fly  amayne,  and  his 
eldest  Sonne  seeing  his  father  gone,  began  to  followe  in  like  sorte: 
and  so  for  that  time  they  two  were  saued  by  breaking  of  the  in- 
tended ill  luck  lyke  to  light  vpon  tliem.  And  where  he  thought 
to  rescue  himselfe  at  Venice,  he  turned  another  way,  and  by  great 
iourneys  arriued  at  Millan.  In  the  meane  time  the  horsemen  were 
approched  neere  the  duchesse,  who  seeing  that  Bologna  had  saued 
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himsclfe,  very  courteously  began  to  speake  vnto  the  lady,  were  it 
that  the  Aragon  brethren  had  geuen  theym  that  charge,  or  feared 
that  the  lady  would  trouble  them  with  hir  importunate  cries,  and 
lamentations.     One  therefore  amongs  the  troupe  sayde  thus  vnto 
hir:  "  Madam,  we  be  commaunded  by  the  lordes  your  brethren,  to 
conduct  you  home  vnto  your  house,  that  you  may  receiue  agayne 
the  gouemment  of  the  duchy,  and   the  order  of  the  duke  your 
Sonne,  and  do  maruell  very  mutch  at  your  folly,  for  giuing  your 
selfe  thus  to  wander  the  countrey  after  a  man  of  so  smal  reputd- 
tioo  as  Bologna  is,  who  when  he  had  glutted  his  lusting  leche- 
rous minde  with  the  comelines  of  your  noble  personage,  wil  des- 
poyle  you  of  your  goods  and  honour,  and  then  take  his  legs  into 
som  straung  countrey."    The  simple  lady,  albeit  greeuous  it  was 
vnto  hir  to  heare  sutch  speech  of  hir  husband,  yet  helde  hir  peace 
and  dissembled  what  she  thought,  glad  and  wel  contented  with  the 
curtesy  done  vnto  hir,  fearinge  before  that  they  came   to   kyll  hir 
and  thought   hirselfe  already  discharged,   hopinge   vppon    their 
courteous    dealinges,  that    shee,    and    hir    chyldren   from    that 
tvme  forth  should  lyue  in  good  assurauncc.     But  she  was  greatly 
deceyued,  and  knew  within  shorte  space  after,  the  good  will  that 
bir  brethren  bare  hir :  for  so  soone  as  these  gallants  had  conducted 
hir  into  the  kyngdome  of  Naples,  to  one  of  the  castels  of  hir 
Sonne,  she  was  committed  to  pryson  wyth  hir  chyldren,  anri  she 
also  that  was  the  secretary  of  hir  infortunaie  mariage.     Til  this 
time  fortune  was  contented  to  proceede  with   indifferent  quiet 
against  those  louers,  but  henceforth  yee  shall  heare  the  issue  of 
theyr  little  prosperous  loue,  and  how  pleasure  hauing   blinded 
them,  neuer  forsooke  them  vntill  it  had  giuen  them  the ouerthrow. 
It  booteth  not  heere  to  recite  any  fables  or  hystories,  content- 
ing my  self  that  ladies  do  reade  wythout  to  many  weping  teares, 
the  pitifull  end  of  that  myserable  princesse,  who  seeing  hir  selfe  a 
prisoner  in  the  company  of  hir  litle  chyldren  and  welbeloucd  may- 
den,  paciently  liued  in  hope  to  see  hir  brethren  appayscd,  com- 
forting hir  selfe  for  the  escape  of  hir  husband  out  of  the  hands  of 
his  mortal  foes.     But  hir  assurance  was  changed  into  an  horrible 
feare  and  hir  hope  to  no  expectation  of  surety,  when  certayne  dayes 
after  bir  imprisonment,  hir  gaoler  came  in,  and  sayde  vnto  hir: 
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"  Madame,  I  do  aduise  you  henceforth  to  consider  and  examine 
your  conscience,  for  so  mutch  as  I  suppose  that  euen  thys  very 
day  your  lyfe  shall  be  taken  from  you."     I  leaue  for  you  to  thinke 
what  horrour,  and  traunce  assayled  the  feeble  heart  of  this  poore 
lady,  and  wyth  what  cares  she  receyued  that  cruell  message,  but 
hir  cryes,  and  moanes  together  with  hir  sighes  and  lamentations 
declared  with  what  chere  she  receyued  the  aduertisement.     "  Alas" 
(sayd  she)  "  is  it  possible  that  my  brethren  should  so  far  forget 
themselues,  as  for  a  fact  notliing  preiudicial  vnto  them,  cruelly  to 
put  to  death  their  innocent  sister,  and  to  imbrue  the  memory  of 
their  fact,  in  the  bloud  of  one  which  neuer  did  offend  them  i 
Must  1  agaynst  al  right  and  equity  be  put  to  death  before  the 
judge  or  maiestrate  haue  made  trial!  of  my  lyfe,  and  knowne  tlie 
righteousnesse  of  my  caused     Ah  God,  most  rightfull  and  bounti- 
fuU  father,  beholde  the  mallice  of  my  brethren,  and  the  tyrannous 
cruelty  of  those  which   wrongfully  doe  seeke  my  bloud.     Is  it  a 
sinne  to  marry  i    Is  it  a  fault  to  fly,  and  auoyde  the  sinne  of 
whoredome  f     What  lawes  be    these,  where  marriage  bed,   and 
ioyned  matrimony  is  pursued  wjth  lyke  seuerity,   that  murder, 
theft,  and   aduoutryare?     And  what  Christianity  in  a  cardinall, 
to  shed  the  bloud  whych  hee  ought  to  defend  ?     What  profes- 
sion is  thys,  to  assayle  the  innocent  by  the  hygh  way  side,  and 
to  reue  them  of  lyfe  in  place  to  punish  tbeeues  and  murderers? 
O  Lord  God  thou  art  iust,  and  dost  al  things  in  equity,  I  see  wel 
that  I  haue  trespassed  against  thy  maiesty  in  some  more  notory- 
ous  crime  than  in  marriage :  I  most  humbly  therefore  beseech  thee 
to  haue  compassion  on  mee,  and  to  pardon  myne  offences,  accept- 
ing the  confession,  and  repentaunce  of  mee  thine  humble  seruaunt 
for  satisfaction  of  my  sinnes,  which  it  pleased  thee  to  washe  away 
in  the  precious  bloud  of  thy  sonne  our  Sauiour,  that  being  so  puri- 
fied, I  may  appeare  at  the  holy  banket  in  thy  glorious  kingdome." 
When  shee  had  thus  finished  hir  prayer,  two  or  three  of  the  minis- 
ters which  had  taken  hir  besides Forly,  came  in,  and  said  vnto  hir: 
"  Now  madame  make  ready  your  sclfe  to  goe  to  God,  for  beholde 
your  houre  is  come."     "  Praysed  be  that  God"  (sayd  she)  "  for 
the  wealth  and  woe  that  it  pleaseth  hymto  send  vs.  But  1  beseech 
you  my  fjrieades  to  haue  pitty  vppon  these  lyttle  babes,  and  inoo- 
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cent  creatures :  let  tbem  not  feele  the  smarte  whych  I  am  assured 
my  brethren  bcare  agaynste  their  poorc  vnhappy  father."  "  Well 
well,  madamc,"  sayd  they,  "  we  wil  conuey  them  to  sutch  place 
as  they  shal  not  want."  "  I  also  recommend  vnto  you"  (quod  she) 
"  this  pore  imprisoned  mayden,  and  entreate  hir  well,  in  considera- 
tion of  hir  good  scniice  done  to  the  infortunate  duchesse  of  Malfi." 
As  she  had  ended  those  words,  the  two  ruffians  did  put  a  coarde 
about  her  neck,  and  strangled  hir.  The  mayden  seeing  the  piti- 
ous  tragedy  commensed  vpon  hir  maystresse,  cried  out  a  maine, 
cursing  the  cruell  malice  of  those  tormenters,  and  besought  God 
to  be  witnesse  of  the  same,  and  crying  out  vpon  his  diuine  maies- 
ty,  she  humbly  praied  vnto  him  to  bend  hys  iudgement  agaynst 
them  which  causelesse  (being  no  magistrates,)  had  killed  so  inno- 
cent creatures.  "  Reason  it  is"  (sayd  one  of  the  tyrants) "  that  thou 
be  partaker  of  thy  maystresse  innocency,  sith  thou  hast  bene  so 
faythfuU  a  minister,  and  messenger  of  hir  fleshly  follies."  And 
sodaynly  caught  hir  by  the  hayre  of  the  bead,  and  in  steade  of  a 
carcanet  placed  a  roape  about  hir  nccke.  "  How  nowe"  (quoth 
ehee,)  "  is  this  the  promised  fayth  you  made  vnto  my  lady .'"  But 
those  words  flew  into  the  ayre  wyth  hir  soule,  in  company  of  the 
myserable  duchesse.  And  now  hearken  the  most  sorowfull  scene 
of  all  the  tragedy.  The  little  chyldren  which  had  scene  all  Uiis 
furious  game  executed  vpon  their  mother  and  hir  maydc,  as  na- 
ture prouoked  them,  or  as  some  presage  of  their  myshap  might 
Icade  them  thereunto,  kneeled  vpon  their  knees  before  those  ty- 
rants, and  embracinge  their  legges,  wayled  in  sutch  wyse,  as  I 
thinke  that  any  other,  except  a  pitilesse  heart  spoyled  of  all  huma- 
nity, would  haue  had  compassion.  And  impossible  it  was  for 
them,  to  vnfolde  the  embracementes  of  those  innocent  creatures, 
whych  seemed  to  forejudge  their  death  by  sauage  lookes  and  coun- 
tenaunce  of  those  roysters  :  whereby  I  think  that  needes  it  must 
be  confessed,  that  nature  hath  in  hir  selfe,  and  in  vs  imprinted 
some  Mgne  of  diuination,  and  specially  at  the  houre  and  tyme  of 
death,  so  as  the  very  beastesdoe  feele  some  forewarninges,  although 
they  see  neyther  sworde,  nor  stafli"e,  and  indeuoure  to  auoyde  the 
cruell  passage  of  a  thynge  so  fearefull,  as  the  separation  of  two 
ibyogea  so  neerely  vnyted,  euen  the  body,  and  soule,  which  for 
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the  motion  that  chaunceth  at  the  very  instant,  sheweth  how  na- 
ture is  constrained  in  that  monstruousdioision,  and  more  than  hor- 
rible ouerthrow.  But  who  can  appease  a  heart  determined  to 
worke  mischief,  and  hath  swome  the  death  of  another  forced  there- 
unto by  some  special  commaundment  ?  The  Aragon  brethren 
ment  hereby  nothing  else,  but  to  roote  out  the  whole  name  and 
race  of  Bologna.  And  therfore  the  two  ministers  of  iniquity  did 
like  murder  and  slaughter  vpon  those  two  tender  babes,  as  they 
had  done  before  vpon  their  mother,  not  without  some  motion  of 
horror,  for  an  act  so  detestable.  Behold  here  how  far  the  cruelty 
of  man  extendeth,  when  it  coueteth  nothing  else  but  vengeance, 
and  marke  what  excessyue  choler  the  mind  of  them  produceth, 
whych  suffer  themselues  to  bee  forced  and  ouerwhelmed  with  fury. 
Leaue  we  apart  the  cruelty  of  Euchrates,  the  sonne  of  the  kinge 
of  Bactria,  and  of  Phraates  the  sonne  of  the  Persian  prynce,  of 
Timon  of  Athenes,  and  of  an  infinit  number  of  those  which  were 
rulers  and  gouerners  of  the  empyre  of  Rome :  and  let  vs  match 
with  these  Aragon  brethren,  one  Vitoldus  duke  of  Lituania,  the 
cruelty  of  whom,  constrained  his  own  subiects  to  hang  themselues 
for  feare  leaste  they  should  fall  into  his  furious  and  bloudy  hands. 
AVe  may  confesse  also  these  brutall  brethren  to  be  more  butcherly 
tlian  euer  Otho  erle  of  Monferrato,  and  prince  of  Vrbin  was,  who 
caused  a  yeoman  of  his  chamber  to  be  wrapped  in  a  sheete  pou- 
dred  with  sulphcr  and  brimstone,  and  afterwards  kindled  with  a 
candle,  was  scalded  and  consumed  to  death,  bicause  he  waked  not 
at  an  hour  by  him  appointed:  let  vs  not  excuse  them  also  from 
some  affinity  with  Manfredus  the  sonne  of  Henry  the  second  em- 
peror, who  smoldered  hys  own  father,  being  an  old  man,  betwene 
two  couerlets.  These  former  furies  miglit  haue  some  excuse  to 
couer  their  cruelty,  but  these  had  no  other  color  but  a  cer- 
tain beastly  madnesse  which  moucd  them  to  kil  those  litle  chil- 
dren their  nephews,  who  by  no  means  could  preiuttice  or  anoy 
the  duke  of  Malfi  or  his  title,  in  the  succession  of  his  duchie, 
the  mother  hauing  withdrawen  hir  goods,  and  had  her  dowrie  as- 
signed hir:  but  a  wicked  hart  wrapt  in  malice  must  nedes  bring 
forth  semblable  workes.  In  the  time  of  these  murders  the  infor- 
tunate  louer  kept  himself  at  Millan  with  his  sonne  Frederick,  and 
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Towed  himself  to  the  lord  Siluio  Sauello,  who  that  tyme  besieged 
the  castell  of  MUlan,  in  the  behalf  of  Maximihaa  Sforcia,  which  ia 
the  end  he  conquered  and  rccouered  by  composition  wytli  the 
French  within.  But  that  charge  being  alchieued,  the  generall 
Sauello  inarched  from  thence  to  Cremona  with  hys  campe,  why- 
ther  Bologna  durst  not  folow,  but  repayred  to  the  marquize  of 
Britone,  io  whjxh  tyme  the  Aragou  brethren  so  wroughte  as  hys 
goods  were  confiscate  at  Naples,  and  he  dryuen  to  hys  shiftes  to 
vse  the  golden  duckates  which  the  duchesse  gaue  him  to  reliene 
himselfe  at  Millan,  whose  death  althoughe  it  were  aduertised  by 
many,  yet  bee  coulde  not  be  persu.ided  to  beleue  the  same,  for  that 
diuers  which  went  about  to  betray  him,  and  feared  lieeshoulde  flie 
from  Millan,  kept  his  beake  vnder  the  water,  (as  the  prouerb  is,) 
and  assured  him  both  of  the  lyfe  and  welfare  of  his  spouse,  and 
that  shortly  his  brethren  in  law  would  be  reconciled  because  many 
noble  men  fauored  hym  well,  and  desired  his  returne  home  to  hys 
couEtrey.  Fed  and  filled  with  that  vaine  hope,  he  remayned  more 
than  a  yeare  at  Miikn,  frequentyng  good  company,  who  was  well 
eniertayned  of  the  rychest  marcliaunts  and  best  gentlemen  of  the 
cytye:  and  aboue  all  other,  he  had  famyliar  accesse  to  ihe  house 
of  the  ladye  Hippolita  Beatitioglia,  where  vppon  a  daye  after 
dynner,  takyng  hys  lute  in  hand,  whereon  he  could  exccedyngly 
well  play,  he  began  to  sing  a  sonnet,  whycb  he  had  composed  vp- 
pon the  discourse  of  hys  mysfortune,  the  tenor  whereof  insueth. 

The  Song  of  Antonio  Bologna,  the  husband  of  the  Duchesse  of  Malji. 
Ip  loue,  the  death,  or  tract  of  tyme,  haue  measured  my  distresse. 
Or  if  my  beaiinge  sorrowes  may  my  languor  well  expresse: 
Then  loue  come  soone  to  visit  mc,  which  most  my  heart  desires, 
And  so  my  dolor  findes  some  ease,  through  flames  of  fansies  fires. 
The  time  runnes  out  his  rollinge  course,  for  to  prolong  myne  ease, 
To  th'  end  I  shall  enioy  my  loue,  and  heart  himselfe  appease, 
A  cruell  darte  brings  happy  death,  my  soule  then  rest  siiall  find : 
And  aleepinge  body  vnder  toumbe,    shall  dreame  time  out  of 

mynde. 
And  yet  the  loue,  the  time,  nor  death,  lookes  not  how  I  decreace : 
Nor  geueth  eare  to  any  thinge,  of  this  my  wofull  peace. 


^ 


TSE  pccatssE  or  maitu 


FoBfinelaml 
I  cb 


■y  Hate  vrth 


stfaeiotr  I  cnoe, 

,   and  draw  fiill    aeeve 


1 


"Dieooivteoas  Gods  tiiat  gises  me  Ijfe,  nov  BMMMCi  diepbnetsaU: 

For  to  ancft  mj  groaiag  gfaost,  and  beaoe  bit  sprite  to  call. 

Yet  from  thea  ttiU  I  aa  •epaid.by  ihnges  vaeqadl  beere, 

KoC  BKOt  dw  Gods  BBf  bee  vaiHt,  tint  bnedet  my  cbaaogiog^ 

cfaeere.  ^H 

Fur  tfaer  proaide  bj  tbeir  foccngbt,  tbat  nooe  ■faaS  doe  me harme: 
Bat    »be    whose    biasing  bcantj  brigbt,  hadi  bnmgfat  me  in  m_ 

cbanne. 
Mj  miMitf  bath  the  povre  aloae,  to  rid  me  ivam  this  woe: 
Wboae  tlifall  I  am^fiir  wbotn  I  die,  to  whom  my  sprite  shall  goe. 
Awaj  mj  toole,  goe  iiom  the  griefs,  that  thee  oppressetfa  still. 
And  let  thy  dolor  witoesae  beaie^  bow  mutch  I  waot  mr  wilL 
For  since  that  lose  and  death  hiBuelfe,deligbu  in  guiitlesae  blood, 
Let    time    transport  my  trotibled  sprite,  where  destnj   aecmeth 

good. 

This  song  ended,  the  poore  gentleman  coald  not  forbeare  from 
pooring  forth  his  Inke  warme  teares.  which  aboundantly  ran  downe 
his  heaay  &ce,  and  his  pantinge  sighes  tniely  discoaered  the 
alteration  of  his  mynde,  whychmooued  ech  wight  of  that  assembly 
to  pitty  his  mournful  state :  and  one  specially  of  no  acquaintance, 
and  yet  knew  the  deuises  that  the  Aragon  brethren  had  trayned 
and  contriued  against  hym :  that  vnacquayoted  gentleman  his 
name  was  Delio,  one  ver^-  well  learned,  and  of  trim  inueotioo, 
who  very  excellently  hath  endited  in  the  Italian  vulgar  tongue. 
This  Delio  knowing  the  gentleman  to  be  husband  to  the  deceased 
duchesse  of  MalS,  came  vnto  him,  and  taking  him  aside,  said : 
"  Sir,  albeit  Ihaue  no  great  acquaintcmce  with  you,  this  being  the 
first  time  that  euer  I  saw  you,  to  my  remembrance,  so  it  is,  that 
vertue  hath  suich  force,  and  maketh  gentle  myndes  so  amorous  of 
their  like,  as  when  they  doe  beholde  ech  other,  they  feele  them- 
selues  coupled  as  it  were  in  a  bande  of  mindes,  tbat  impossible  it 
is  to  diuide  the  same :  now  knowinge  what  you  be,  and  tlie  good 
and  commendable  qualities  in  you,  1  coumpt  it  my  duty  to  reueale 
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that  which  may  chaunce  to  breede  you  damage.  Know  you  then, 
that  I  of  late  was  in  company  with  a  noble  man  of  Naples,  whych 
is  in  this  citty,  banded  with  a  certaine  company  of  horsemen,  who 
tolde  mee  that  he  had  a  speciall  charge  to  kill  you,  and  therefore 
prayed  me  (as  it  seemed)  to  require  you  not  to  come  in  his  sight, 
to  the  intent  he  might  not  be  constrayned  to  doe  that,  which  should 
offend  his  conscience,  and  grieue  the  same  all  the  dayes  of  his  life : 
moreouer  1  haue  worse  tidinges  to  tell  you  :  the  duchesse  your  wyfe 
deade  by  violent  hand  in  prison,  and  the  most  part  of  them  that 
were  in  liir  company  :  besides  this  assure  your  selfe,  that  if  you 
doe  not  take  heede  to  that  which  this  Neapolitane  capitayne  hath 
differred,  other  wyll  doe  and  execute  the  same.  This  mutch  I  haue 
thought  good  to  tell  you,  bicause  it  would  very  mutch  grieue  me, 
that  a  gentleman  so  excellent  as  you  be,  should  be  murdered  in 
that  myserable  wyse,  and  I  should  deeme  my  selfc  vnworthy  of 
lyfe,  if  knowing  these  practises  I  should  dissemble  the  same." 
Whereunto  Bologna  aunswered :  "  Syr  Delio,  I  am  greatly  bound 
vnto  you,  and  geue  you  hearty  thankes  for  the  good  will  you 
beare  me.  But  in  tlie  conspiracy  of  the  brethren  of  Aragon,  and 
of  the  death  of  my  lady,  you  be  deceyued,  and  some  haue  giuen 
you  wrong  intelligence:  for  within  these  two  dayes  I  receyued 
letters  from  Naples,  wherein  I  am  aduertised,  that  the  right 
honorable  and  reuerend  cardinal  and  his  brother  be  almost  ap- 
peased, and  that  my  goods  shall  bee  rendred  agayne,  and  my  deare 
wyfe  restored."  "  Ah  syr,"  sayde  Delio,  "  how  you  bee  beguiled 
and  fedde  wyth  follyes,  and  nourished  with  sleights  of  court: 
assure  your  selfe  that  they  which  write  these  trifles,  make  sutclv 
shamefull  sale  of  your  lyfe,  as  the  butcher  doth  of  his  flesh  in  the 
ihambles,  and  so  wickedly  betray  you,  as  impossible  it  is  toiuuent 
a  treason  more  detestable :  but  bethinke  you  well  thereof."  Wheo 
he  had  sayd  so,  he  tooke  hys  leaue,  and  ioyned  hymselfe  in  com- 
pany of  fine  and  pregnaunt  wyttes,  there  assembled  together.  In 
the  meane  tyme,  the  cruell  spirite  of  the  Aragon  brethren  were 
not  yet  appeased  wyth  the  former  murders,  but  needes  must  finish 
the  last  act  of  Bologna  hys  tragedy  by  losse  of  hys  lyfe,  to  keepe 
hys  wyfe  and  chyldren  company,  so  well  in  an  other  worlde  as 
bee  was  vnitcd  with  them  in  loue  iu  this  frayle  and  transitory 
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pMi^e.  The  Neapolitan  gentleman  before  spoken  of  by  Delio, 
wbvch  had  taken  this  eotefprise  to  tatufie  the  barbarous  cardinall 
to  berieoe  his  oouotre^inan  of  Ijfe,  baaioge  chaunged  his  mynde, 
■ad  difleiriog  from  daj  to  daj  to  sone  the  same  to  efTect,  it 
cfaaanced  that  a  Lomboide  of  ian^  cooscieoce  than  the  other,  in- 
ueigled  with  conetonsnesse,  and  hired  for  ready  money,  practised 
the  death  of  tbe  dochesse  pooie  husband:  this  bloudy  beaste  was 
called  Daniel  de  Bozola  that  had  charge  of  a  certaync  bande  of 
footemen  in  Millan.  Thys  newc  ludas  and  pestilent  roaiiqueller, 
who  wythin  certayne  dayes  after  knowinge  tliat  lk>lognft  often- 
tymes  repayred  to  heare  service  at  tbe  church  and  conuent  of  S. 
Fraunces,  secretly  conoeyed  himselfe  in  ambush,  hard  besides  the 
church  of  S.  lames,  (being  accompanied  wyth  a  certayne  troupe 
of&ouldiours)  to  assay  le  infortunate  Bologna,  who  was  sooner  slayne 
than  bee  was  able  to  ihinke  vpon  defence,  and  whose  mishap  was 
sulch,  as  bee  whych  kylled  bym  had  good  leysure  tu  saue  him- 
selfe by  reason  of  the  little  pursuite  made  after  hym.  Beholde 
heere  the  noble  fact  of  a  cardinall,  and  what  sauer  it  bath  of 
Christian  purity,  to  commit  a  slaughter  for  a  fact  dune  many 
yeares  past  vpon  a  poore  gentleman  which  neuer  thought  him 
hurt.  Is  thys  the  sweete  obseruation  of  the  apostles,  uf  whom 
they  vaunt  themselues  to  be  the  successours  and  followers f  And 
yet  we  cannot  finde  nor  reade,  that  the  apostles,  or  those  that 
slept  in  their  trade  of  lyfe,  hyred  rufhans,  and  murderers  to  cut 
the  ihroates  of  them  which  did  ihem  hurt.  But  what?  it  was  in  j 
the  tyme  of  lulius  the  second,  who  was  more  martiall  than  Chris- ^| 
tian,  and  loued  better  to  shed  bloud  than  giue  blessing  to  the  ^ 
people.  Sutch  ende  had  the  infortunate  mariage  of  him,  whych 
ought  to  haue  contented  himselfe  wyth  that  degree  and  honor  that 
he  had  acquired  by  the  deedes  and  glory  of  his  vertues,  so  mutch 
by  ech  wight  recommended:  we  ought  neuer  to  clime  higher  than 
our  force  permilteth,  ne  yet  surmount  the  bounds  of  duty,  and 
lessesufTiT  our  selues  to  be  haled  fondly  forth  with  desire  of  brutal 
sensuality.  Which  sinnc  is  of  sutch  nature,  that  he  neuer  giueth 
ouerihe  party  whom  he  maystercth,  vntill  he  hath  brought  him  to 
the  shame  of  some  notable  folly.  You  see  the  miserable  discourse 
of  a  princesse  loue,  that  was  not  very  wyse,  and  of  a  gcutlemaa, 
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TTu  ditordered  lyfe  of  the  counieste  of  Cdaat,  amdhfomdite (i         ^. 
tht  county  of  Masiim  to  bee  mHrderedy)  waa  beieaied  mt  MUlam. 

Not  wjthout  good  cause  of  loag  tyme  haae  the  wvse,  and  dis- 
crete, prudently  gouemed  their  children,  and  taken  great  boede 
ouer  their  daaghters,  and  those  also  whom  they  haue  chosen  to  bee 
their  wyues,  not  in  vsing  them  lyke  bondwomeD,  and  slaues,  to 
beereiue  them  of  all  liberty,  but  rather  to  auoyde  the  murmur,  and 
secrete  »launderous  speach  of  the  common  people,  and  occasions 
oifrcd  for  infection,  and  manying  of  youtb,  specially  circumspect 
of  the  assaultes  bent  agaynst  maydens,  being  yet  in  the  firste 
flames  of  fire,  kindled  by  nature  in  the  hearts,  yeaof  those  that  be 
the  wygesl,  and  best  brought  vp.  Some  doe  deeme  it  very  straunge, 
that  Bolempne  guard  bee  obserued  ouer  those  which  ought  to 
lyue  at  lyberly,  and  doe  consider  how  lyberty  and  the  bridle  of 
lycence  let  slip  vnto  youth,  they  breede  vnto  the  same  most  strong 
and  tedious  bondage,  that  better  it  had  bene  for  youth  to  haue 
beene  chayned,  and  closed  in  obscure  pryson,  than  marked  wyth 
those  blottes  of  infamy,  which  sutch  lycence  and  lyberty  doe 
conduce.  If  England  doe  not  by  experience  see  maydens  of  noble 
houses  infamed  through  to  mutch  vnbrideled,  and  frank  maner 
oflyfe,  and  their  parents  desolate  for  sutch  viilanycs,  and  the 
name  of  their  houses  become  fabulous  and  ridiculous  to  the 
people:  surely  that  manner  of  espiall  and  watch  ouer  children, 
may  be  noted  in  nations  not  very  farre  conuening  from  vs, 
where  men  be  ielous  of  the  very  fantasie  of  ihcm,  whom  they 
think  to  be  indued  with  great  vertues,  and  of  those  that  dare  with 
their  very  lookes  geue  attaynl,  to  behold  their  daughters:  but 
where  examples  be  euident,  where  all  the  world  is  assured  of  that 
which  they  see  by  daily  experience,  that  the  fruicls  of  the  disordred, 
breakc  out  into  light,  it  behooucth  no  more  to  attend  the  daunge- 
rous  customes  of  counireyes,  to  condescend  to  the  sottish  opi- 
nions of  those,  whych  say  that  youth  to  narrowly  looked  vnto,  is 
trayned  vp  in  sutch  grosenesse,  and  blockishnesse  of  spyrite,  as 
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impossible  it  is  afterwardes  the  same  shouldedoeany  thingeprayse 
worthy.  The  Romayne  raaydens  whilooi  were  cloystered  within 
their  fathers  pallaces,  still  at  their  iiiolhers  elbowes,  and  notwiih- 
standinge  were  so  wel  brought  vp,  that  those  of  best  ciuility  and 
finest  trayned  vp  in  our  age,  shall  not  be  the  seconde  to  one  of  the 
least  perfect  in  the  citty.  But  who  can  learne  ciuility  and  vertue 
in  these  ourdayes?  our  daughters  nousled  in  companies,  whose 
mouthes  run  ouer  with  whorish  and  tilthy  talke,  wyih  behauiour 
full  of  ribauldry,  and  many  fraughted  wyth  facts  lesse  honest  than 
■peach  is  able  to  expresse.  1  doe  not  pretend  hcereby  to  depriue 
that  sexe  of  honest  and  seemely  talke,  and  company,  and  teste  of 
exercise  amonges  the  noble  gentlemen  of  our  Englyshe  soyle,  ne 
yet  of  the  liberty  receyued  from  our  auiicestuurs,  only  (me  thyncke) 
that  requisite  it  were  to  contemplate  the  manners  and  inclination  of 
vils,  and  refrayne  those  that  be  prone  to  wantunnesse,  and  by  lyke 
meanes  to  reioyce  the  mindes  of  them  that  be  bent  to  beauinesse, 
deuided  from  curlesie  and  ciuility,  by  attendingeof  whychchoyse, 
and  consideringe  of  that  difference,  impossible  it  is  but  vertue 
must  shyne  more  bright  in  noble  houses  than  homelynesse  in 
cabanes  of  pesauntcs,  and  countrey  carles :  who  oftentymes  better 
obserue  the  discipline  of  our  predecessours  in  education  of  their 
chyldren,  than  they  which  presume  to  prayse  themselues  for  good 
ikil  in  vse  and  gouernment  of  that  age,  more  troublesome  and 
payneful  to  rule,  than  any  other  wylhin  the  compasse  of  man's 
lyfe.  Therefore  the  good  and  wise  emperour  Marcus  Aurelius 
would  not  haue  his  daughters  to  be  trayned  vp  in  courts.  "  For 
(quod  he)  what  profit  shall  ihe  nurse  receyue  by  learning  hir  may.< 
den  honesty  Kid  vertue,  when  our  workes  intice  them  lo  daliaunce 
and  vice,  apprehending  the  folly  of  those  that  bee  amorous?"  I 
make  this  discourse,  not  that  1  am  so  rigorous  a  iudge  for  our 
maydens  of  England,  but  that  I  wish  them  so  reformed,  as  to  see 
and  be  seene  shotitd  be  forbidden,  >ts  assured  that  vertue  in  what 
place  so  euer  she  be,  cannot  but  open  things  that  shall  sauor  of 
hir  excellency.  And  now  to  talke  of  an  Italian  dauie,  who  so 
long  as  hir  first  husband  (knowing  hir  inclination)  kept  lursubiect, 
liued  in  reputation  of  a  modest  and  sober  wyfe.  Nothing  was 
seene  in  hir  that  coulde defame  hir  renoume.  But  sosoooe  as  the 
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shadow  of  Uial  free  ca(itiuity  was  made  free  by  the  death  of  hir 
husband,  God  knowetb  what  pageant  she  played,  and  how  shee 
Boyled  both  hir  owne  reputation,  and  the  honour  of  hir  second 
mate,  asyee  shall  vnderstande  if  with  pacienceyee  vouchsafe  to 
reade  the  discourse  of  thys  present  hystory.  Casai,  (as  it  is  not 
vnknowen)  is  a  citty  of  Piedmont,  and  subiecl  to  the  raarquize  of 
Montferrdto,  where  dwelled  one  that  was  very  rich,  although  of 
base  birth,  named  Giachomo  Scappardone,  who  being  growne 
wealthy,  more  by  wicked  art,  and  vsury,  to  mutch  manifest,  than 
by  his  owne  diligence,  toke  to  wife  a  yong  Greeke  niaydeo,  which 
the  marchionesofMontferrato  mother  of  marquize  Guglielmo,  had 
brought  home  wyth  her  from  the  voyage  that  sliee  made  into 
Grstia  wyth  hir  busbande,  when  the  Turkes  ouerran  the  countrey 
of  Macedonia,  and  seased  vpon  the  citty  of  Modena  which  is  in 
Morea.  Of  that  mayden  Scappardone  had  a  daughter  indilTerent 
fayre,  and  of  behauiour  liuely  and  pjeasaunt,  called  Bianca  Maria. 
The  father  dyed  wyihin  a  while  after  hir  birth,  as  one  that  was  of 
good  yeares,  and  had  bin  greatly  turmoyled  in  getting  of  riches, 
whose  value  amounted  about  one  hundred  thousand  crowues. 
Bianca  Maria  arriued  to  tbe  age  of  sixteene,  or  seuenteeoe  yeares, 
was  required  of  many,  aswell  for  hir  beauty,  genilenes,  and  good 
grace,  as  for  her  goods,  and  riches.  In  the  eude  she  was  moried 
to  the  vicecount  Hermes,  the  sonne  of  one  of  the  chiefest  houses 
in  Millan,  who  incontinently  after  the  mariage,  conueyed  hir  home 
to  hys  house,  leauing  his  Greeke  mother  to  gouerue  the  vsuries 
gotten  by  hir  dead  husband.  The  gentleman  which  amongs  two 
greene,  knew  one  that  was  ripe,  hauing  for  a  certayne  tyme  well 
knowen,  and  learned  the  maners  of  hys  wyfc,  saw  that  itbehooued 
hyin  rather  to  deale  wyth  the  bit  and  brydle  than  the  spur,  for 
that  she  was  wanton,  full  of  desire,  and  coueted  nothing  so  mutch 
as  fond  and  disordered  liberty,  and  therefore  without  cruell  dealing, 
disquiet,  or  trouble,  bee  vsed  by  little  and  little  to  keepehir  in,  and 
cherished  hir  more  than  his  nature  w  illingly  w  ould  suficr,  of  purpose 
toholdc  hir  wytliiii  the  boundes  of  duty.  And  although  the  Millan 
dames  haue  almost  like  lyberties  that  ours  hauc,  yet  the  lord 
Hermes  kept  hir  wythin  dores,  and  sufTred  hir  to  frequent  none 
other  house  and  company,  but  the  lady  HippolitaStbrcia,  who 
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vppon  a  day  demaunded  of  him  wherefore  hee  kept  in  his  wyfe  so 
short,  and  persuaded  hym  to  geue  her  somewhat  more  the  brydle, 
bicause  diuers  already  murmured  of  this  order,  as  to  strayte  and 
frowarde,  esteeming  hym  eyther  to  be  to  mutcli  fond  ouer  hir,  or 
else  to  iealous.  "  Madame," say de  the  Millanoise, "  they  whych  at 
pleasvire  so  speake  of  me,  know  not  yet  the  nature  of  my  wyfe, 
who  i  had  rather  should  be  somewhat  restrayned,  than  run  at 
rouers  to  hir  dishonour,  and  my  shame.  I  remember  wel  madame 
the  proper  saying  of  Pnulus  Euiilius  that  notable  Roniane  :  who 
being  demaunded  wherefore  he  had  put  away  his  w^'fe  being  a 
gentlewoman  so  feyre  and  beautifull.  '  O,'  (quod  he  and  lifted 
vp  his  leg  whereupon  was  a  new  pay  re  of  buskins)  'yeesee  this 
fayre  buskin,  meete  and  seemely  for  this  leg  to  outward  apparaunce 
not  greeuous  or  noysome,  but  in  what  place  it  hurleth  me,  or 
where  it  wringethyee  doe  neytlier  see  nor  yet  feele.'  So  I,  madame, 
do  feele  in  what  place  my  hoase  doeth  hurt  and  wring  my  legge. 
]  know  madame  what  it  is  to  graunt  to  so  wanton  a  dame  as  my 
wyfe  is,  hir  will,  and  how  farre  I  ought  to  let  slip  the  rayne  : 
iealous  I  am  not  vpon  the  fayth  I  beare  vnto  God,  but  I  feare 
what  may  chaunce  vnto  mee.  And  by  my  trouth,  madame,  I 
geeue  her  lycence  to  repayretoyou  both  day  and  nyght,  at  what- 
socuer  hour  you  please,  being  assured  of  the  vertuous  company 
that  haunfeih your  house:  otherwyse  my  pallace  shall  suft'yce  hir 
pleasure  for  the  common  ioy  of  vs  both,  and  therefore  I  wish  no 
more  talk  hereof,  least  too  importunate  suites  do  offend  my  nature, 
and  make  me  iliinke  that  to  be  true  whych  of  good  will  I  am  Joth 
to  suspect,  contenting  my  selfe  with  hir  chastity,  for  feare  least  to 
tnutch  liberty  do  corrupt  hir."  These  words  were  not  spoken  wyth- 
out  cause,  for  the  wyse  husband  saw  wel  that  sutch  beasts,  albeit 
rudely  they  ought  not  to  be  vsed,  yet  slifly  to  be  holden  short, 
and  not  suOred  to  tnutch  to  wander  at  will.  And  verily  his  pro- 
phecy was  to  true  for  respect  of  that  which  followed :  who  had 
not  bene  married  full  vi.  yeares,  but  the  vicecount  Hermes  de- 
parted thys  world,  whereof  she  was  very  sory  bycause  she  loued 
him  derely,  hauing  as  yet  not  tasted  the  licorous  baites  of  sutch 
liberty,  aa  afterwards  she  drank  m  gluttonous  draughts,  when  after 
hir  husband's  obsequies,  she  retired  to  Moatferrato,  and   then  to 
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Ciisnl  to  hir  father's  house,  hir  mother  being  also  dead,  and  she 
a  lone  woman  to  ioy  at  pleasure  the  fruict  of  hir  desires,  bendinge 
bir  only  study  to  gay  and  trimme  apparell,  and  imployed  the 
mornings  with  the  vermilion  rud  to  colour  hir  cheekes  by  greater 
curiosity  than  the  most  shamelesse  curtisan  of  Rome,  fixing  hir 
eyes  vppon  ech  man,  gyring,  and  laughing  with  open  mouth,  and 
pleasantly  disposed  to  talk  and  reason  with  euery  gentleman  that 
passed  by  the  streate.  This  was  the  way  to  attayne  the  glorious 
feast  of  hir  triumphant  filthines,  who  wan  the  prise  aboue  the  most 
famous  women  whych  in  hir  tyme  made  profession  of  those  armes, 
wherewith  Venus  once  dispoyled  Mars,  and  toke  from  him  the 
strongest  and  best  steeled  armure  of  all  his  furniture.  Thinck  not 
fayre  mnydes,  that  talk  and  clattering  with  youth  is  of  small 
regarde.  For  a  citty  is  halfe  won  when  they  witliin  dcmaunde  for 
parte,  as  loth  to  indure  the  canon  shot.  So  when  the  eare  of  yong 
wyfe  or  mayde  is  pliant  to  lasciuious  talk,  and  deliteth  in  wanton 
words,albcithirchastityreceyue  no  damage, yet  occasion  of  speech 
is  ministred  to  the  people,  and  pcrchaunce  wyth  sutcb  disadaaa- 
tage,  as  neuer  after  hir  good  name  is  recouered.  Wherefore  neede- 
fiili  it  is,  not  only  to  auoyde  the  effect  of  cuill,  butalso  the  least 
suspition :  for  good  fame  is  requisite  for  the  woman,  as  honest 
lyfe.  Tlie  great  captain  lulius  Caesar,  (which  6rst  ofal  reduced 
the  common  wealth  of  Rome  in  fourme  of  monarch ie)beinge  once 
demaunded  wherefore  hee  hadde  refused  hys  wyfe  before  it  was 
proued  that  she  had  offended  with  Clodius,  the  night  of  the  sacri- 
fices done  to  the  goddesse  Bona,  answered  so  wysely  as  truely, 
that  the  house  of  Caesar  ought  not  oncly  to  be  voyde  of  whordome 
but  of  suspition  therof.  Behold  therfore  what  I  haue  sayd,  and 
yet  doe  say  againe,  that  ye  ought  to  take  greate  heede  to  joure 
selues,  and  to  laugh  in  tyme,  not  reclinyng  your  eares  to  vncomely 
taike,  but  rather  to  follow  the  nature  of  the  serpent,  that  stoppeth 
his  care  with  his  tayle,  to  auoid  tlie  charmes  and  sorceries  of  the 
enchaunter.  Now  this  Bianca  Maria  was  sued  vnto,  and  pursued 
of  many  at  Casall  that  desired  hir  to  wyfe,  and  amonges  the  rest 
two  did  prefer  themselues,  which  were  the  lord  Gismondo  Gon- 
zaga,  the  neere  kinsman  of  the  duke  of  Mantua,  and  the  counte  of 
Celaotj  a  great  baron  of  Sauoy,  whose  landes  lie  in  the  vale  of 
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Agosta.  A  great  pastyme  il  was  to  th^s  fyne  gentlpwoman  to 
feede  hir  self  wyth  the  orations  of  those  two  lordea  and  a  ioye  it 
was  to  hir,  to  vse  her  owne  discourse  and  aunswers  expressinge 
vith  righte  good  grace  sundry  amorous  countenances,  interming- 
ling lhenvi<hall  sighcs,  sobbes,  and  alteration  of  cheere,  that  full 
well  it  mighte  haue  bene  sayde,  of  loue  trickes  that  shee  was  the 
only  dame  and  mistresse.  The  marchyonesse  of  Moutferrato 
desirous  to  gratify  the  lord  of  Mantua  his  sonne  in  law,  endeuored 
to  induce  tiiis  wauton  lady  to  take  for  spouse  Gismondo  Gonzaga, 
and  the  sute  so  well  proceeded,  as  almost  the  mariage  had  bene 
concluded  if  the  Sauoy  earle  had  not  come  betwixte,  and  shewed 
forth  his  noblenesse  of  minde,  when  he  vnderstode  how  things 
did  passe,  and  that  another  was  ready  to  beare  away  the  pryse,  and 
recouer  his  mistresse.  For  that  cause  he  came  to  visit  the  lady, 
who  inlcrtayned  him  wel,  as  of  custom  she  did  al  other.  And  for 
that  he  would  not  employe  hys  tyme  in  vayne,  when  he  fotinde 
hir  alone  and  atconuenyent  leysure,  began  to  preache  vnto  bir  in 
thys  wyse  with  sutch  countenaunce,  as  she  perceyued  the  couate 
to  be  far  in  loue  with  hir. 

The  oration  of  the  counte  ofCelartt  to  his  ladye. 
"  I  am  in  doubt  madame,  of  whome  chiefly  I  ought  to  make 
complaynt,  whether  of  you,  or  of  my  selfe,  or  rather  of  fortune 
which  guidethand  bryngeth  vs  together.  I  see  wel  that  you  receiue 
tome  wrong,  and  that  my  cause  is  not  very  inst,  you  taking  no 
regarde  vnto  my  passion  which  is  outragious,  and  lesse  hearken- 
inge  vnto  my  request  that  so  many  times  1  haue  giuen  you  to 
vnderstand  onely  grounded  vpon  the  honest  loue  I  beare  you.  But  I. 
am  besides  this  more  to  be  accused  forsuffering  an  other  to  marche 
so  far  ouer  my  game  and  soyle,  as  I  haue  almost  lost  the  tracte  of 
the  pray  after  which  I  most  desire,  and  specially  doe  condemne 
my  fortune,  for  that  I  am  indaunger  to  lose  the  thyng  whicli  I  de- 
seruc,  and  you  in  peryll  to  ptisse  into  that  place  where  your  capti- 
uity  sUalbe  worse  than  the  slaues  by  the  Portugales  condemned  to 
themines  of  India.  Doetb  it  not suffise you  that  the  lord  Hermes 
closed  you  vp  the  space  of  v.  orvi.  yeares  in  hiscliamber,  but  wil 
you  nedes  attempt  the  rest  of  your  youthly  dales  amid  the  Maa- 
tuaoes,  whose  suspicious  heads  are  ful  of  hammers  working  in  the 
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louyng  you  with  vehemence  so  greate,  you  may  also  thinke  that 
it  is  I  which  ought  to  be  the  friend  and  spouse  of  that  gentle  and 
curteous  lady  Bianca  Maria,  which  alone  may  cal  her  self  the 
mistresse  of  my  heart."  The  ladye  whych  before  was  mocked  and 
flouteti  wyth  the  counie  hisdemaunds,  hearing  thys  laste  discourse, 
and  remembring  his  first  mariage,  and  the  natural  iealosie  of 
Jtalyans,  half  wonne,  without  making  other  countenance,  answered 
the  counte  in  thys  manner:  "  Syr  counte,  albeyt  that  I  am  obedy- 
enie  to  ilie  wy  11  and  commaundemente  of  luadame  themarchyonesse, 
and  am  loth  to  dysplease  hir,  yet  wit  I  not  so  farre  gage  my 
lybertyc,  but  still  reserue  one  poynt  tosaye  what  reasteth  in  my 
tiioughte.  And  what  shoulde  lette  me  to  chose  sutch  one,  to 
whome  I  shalbe  both  his  life  and  deaths'  And  whereof  beinge 
once  possessed,  it  is  impossyble  to  be  rid  and  acquitedf  I  assure 
you,  if  1  feared  not  the  speachand  suspition  of  malycious  mindes, 
and  the  venime  of  slaunderous  tongues,  neuer  husband  should 
bryng  me  more  to  bondage.  And  if  1  thought  that  he  whom  I 
pretend  to  chose,  would  be  so  cruel  lo  me,  as  others  whom  I  know, 
1  would  presently  refuse  mariage  for  cuer.  I  thanke  you  neuer- 
ihelesse,  both  of  your  aduertisemcnts  giuen  me,  and  of  the  honor 
you  doe  me,  your  self  desiryng  to  accomplish  that  honor  by  mary- 
age  to  be  celebrated  betwecne  vs.  For  the  fidelity  of  which  your 
talke,  and  the  little  dissimulation  1  see  to  bee  in  you,  I  promise 
you  that  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  countrey  to  whome  I  giue 
mure  puissance  ouer  me,  than  to  you,  if  1  chaunce  to  mar^',  and 
thereof  make  you  so  good  assurance,  as  if  it  were  already  done." 
The  counte  seeing  so  good  an  entry  would  not  suffer  the  tyme  to 
slip,  but  beating  the  bushes  vntill  the  praye  was  ready  to  spryng, 
replyed  :  "  And  sith  you  know  (madame)  what  thing  is  profitable, 
and  what  is  hurtfull,  and  that  the  benefite  of  lyberty  is  so  mutch 
recommended,  why  doe  you  not  performe  the  thinge  that  may 
redounde  to  your  honor?  Assure  mee  then  of  your  word,  and 
promise  me  the  faith  and  loyaltie  of  maryage,  then  let  me  alone  to 
deale  wyth  the  rest,  for  I  hope  to  attayn  the  effect  without 
offense  and  displeasure  of  any."  And  seeing  hir  to  remaine  in  a 
muse  without  speaking  word,  he  tokehir  by  the  hand  and  kissing 
ihe  same  a  million  of  tymes,  added  these  words :  "  How  now, 
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be  JOB  appsBcd  far  ao  pkBiawnt  an  assanh,  vfaerin 
jmr  mimuury  nafiilli  kiaacUe  to  be  ranqaisbed  ?  Courage, 
mdaac^I  Mjoottiage,  and  bchoUehiahcae  which  hamblj  pnueth 
yoa  to  rrceiae  bia  far  joar  leafaB  haihand,  and  who  sweaieth 

k>vall  fpoaae.***Ah,sjrcoaate,'*«avdsbe, 'andwhatwylltbemar- 
quze  say,  TBto  vboa  I  baae  vbollj  irfeiird  nj  self  for  manage? 
■ha]  not  abe  haae  iaat  uccaiioa  to  frownevppoa  mee,  and  frowardlj 
to  vae  Bie  far  littte  reapect  I  beare  vato  birr  God  be  mj  witoesse 
if  I  woald  oot  tbat  Gooaga  bad  aeoer  cooie  iato  this  coontrer : 
for  altboagfa  I  loae  kia  aoC,  tc(  I  baae  ahnoat  made  him  a 
proarfae,  which  I  can  itotkepe."  "Aod  nth  there  is  oothing  doo," 
(aaid  tbe  Saaov  lotd)  "  what  oede  joa  to  torment  vour  setfef  wvl 
tbe  marqaiae  viccke  hir  tTiaimie  ooer  the  will  of  hir  subicctes, 
and  force  ladjea  of  hir  lande  to  auirie  agaioste  their  lastef  I 
thioke  that  so  wrse  a  princcsae,  and  ao  well  nortored,  will  not  so 
far  farget  hir  self,  as  toatniae  that  which  God  hath  ieii  at  Ivberty 
to  eoerje  wight :  promise  me  oneij  marrage  and  leaue  me  to  deale 
wyth  the  rest:  other  th3-Bges  shalbe  wd  proaided  for."  Bianca 
Maria  Taoquished  with  that  importunity,  and  fearing againe  to  fal 
into  seroytude,  hoping  tbat  the  coonte  would  mainteine  sutch 
Lberty  as  he  h.id  assured,  agreed  vnto  hym  and  plyghted  vnto  bim 
her  faiihp,  and  for  the  tyme  Tsed  matuaJl  promises  by  wordes  respec- 
tinely  one  to  another :  and  the  better  to  coafirme  the  fiict,  and  to 
let  the  knotte  firom  breakyng,  they  bedded  themselnes  togethers. 
The  counte  very  ioyfull  for  that  eocx)unire,  yeldcd  sutch  good 
beginning  by  bis  countenance,  and  by  famyliar  and  continuail 
haunte  with  Bianca  Maria, as  shortly  alter  tbe  matter  was  knowen 
and  came  to  the  marquesse  eares,  iliat  the  daughter  of  Scappar- 
done  had  maryed  the  counte  of  Celant.  The  good  lady  albeit  that 
shee  was  wroth  beyond  measure,  and  willingly  would  haue  ben 
reuenged  vpon  the  bride,  yet  hauing  respect  to  the  counte,  which 
was  a  noble  man  of  great  authority,  swallowed  downe  that  piUe 
wyihout  chewing, and  prayed  tlie  lord  Cionzaga  not  to  be  offended, 
wlio  seing  the  light  behauiour  of  the  ladie,  laughed  at  the  matter, 
and  praysed  God  for  that  the  thing  was  so  wel  broken  off:  and  he 
did  foresee  already  what  issue  that  comedye  would  haue,  beynge 
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very  famylyar  for  certayne  dayes  in  the  iiouse  of  Bianca  Maria. 
Tbys   maryage  then  was  publyshed,  and  the  solempuity  of  the 
naptyals  were  done  very  pryncely,  accordyng  to  ilie  nobylity  of 
hym  whych   had  marj'ed  hir:  but  the  augurie  and  presage  wiw 
heauy,  and  the  melancholike  face  of  the  season  (which  was  ob- 
scured and  darliened   about  the  time  they  should  go   to  church) 
declared  that  the  mirth  and  ioy  should  not  long  continue  in  the 
house  of  the  counte,  according  to  the  common  saying:  He  that 
loketh  not  before  he  leapeth,  mntf   chaunce  to  stumble   before  he 
sleepeth.     For  the  lord  of  Ceiant  being  retird  home  to  his  valey* 
oftheSauoy  mountains,  began  to  loke  about  his  bustnesse,  and 
perceiued  that  his  wife  surpassed  al  others  in  light  behauior  and 
vnbrideled  desires,  whereuppon  heeresolued  to  take  order  and  stop 
hir  passage  before  she  had  won  the  field,  and  that  frankly  she 
should  goe  seke  hir  ventures  where  shee  list,  if  she  would  not  be 
ruled  by  his  aduise.     The  foolish  countesse  seeing  that  hir  husband 
well  espied  hir  fond  and  foolysh  behauior,  and  that  wisely  he  went 
about  to  remedy  the  same,  was  no  whit  astonied,  or  regarded  hi» 
aduise,  but  rather  by   forging  cumplaints  did  cast  him  in  the 
teeth  sometymes  with  hir  riches  that  she  brought  him,  sometime 
with  those  whom  she  had  refused  for  his  sake,  and  with  whom 
farre  of  she  liued  lyke  a  sauage  creature  amid  the  mountaine 
deserts  and  baren  dales  of  Sauoy,  and  tolde  him  that  by  no  meanes 
she  minded  to    be  closed  and  shut  vp  like  a  tamelesse   beast. 
The   counte  which  was    wyse,  and  would   not  breake    the  ele 
vppon  his  knee,  prouidently  admonished  hir  in  what  wise  a  ladye 
ought  to  esteeme  hir  honor,  and  how  the  lightest  faults  of  noble 
sorts  appeare  mortal  sinnes  before  the  world  :  and  that  it  was  not 
sufficient  for  a  gentlewoman  to  haue  hir  body  chast,  if  hir  speach 
were  not  according,  and  the  minde  correspondent  to  that  outward 
semblance,  and  the  conseruation  agreable  to  the  secret  conceiptes 
of  mynd  :  "  And  I  shall  be  ful  sory  swete  wife"  (sayd  the  counte) 
"  to  giueyou  cause  of  discontent:  for  wher  youshalbe  vexed  and 
molested,   I  shall  receiue  no  ioy   or  pleasure,  you  being    such 
one  as  ought   to  be  the  second  my  self,  determining  by  God's 
grace  to  keepe  my  promise,  and  vse  you  like  a  wyfe,  if  so  be  you 
regard  me  with  duety   semblable  :  for  reason  will  not  that  the 
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head  obey  the  members,  if  they  shew  not  themsehies  to  be  sulch 
as  depend  vpoD  the  health  and  life  of  it.  The  husband  being  the 
wyue'it  chiefe,  ought  to  be  obeyd  in  that  which  reason  forbid- 
deth :  and  shee  referring  her  selfe  to  the  pleasure  of  hir  head, 
forccth  him  to  whom  she  is  adioyned,  to  do  and  assay  all  tranayle 
and  payne  for  hir  sake.  Of  one  thinge  I  must  needes  accuse  you, 
which  is,  that  for  trifles  you  frame  complaynt :  for  the  mynde  oc^ 
cupied  in  foil}',  lusietb  for  nothinge  more  than  vayne  things,  and 
those  that  be  of  little  profite,  specially  where  the  pleasure  of  the 
bodye  is  onely  considered:  where  if  it  follow  reason,  it  dissem- 
bleth  his  griefeswith  wordes  of  wysedome,  and  in  knowing  mutch, 
fayneth  notwithstanding  a  subtile  and  honest  ignoraunce:  but  I 
may  bee  mutch  deccyued  herein,  by  thinking  that  a  woman 
fraught  with  fickle  opinions  may  recline  hir  eares  to  what  so  euer 
thing,  except  to  that  whych  deliteth  hir  mynde,  and  pleaseth  the 
desires  framed  wyth  in  liir  foolyshe  fantasie.  Let  not  thys  speach 
be  straunge  vnto  you,  for  your  woordes  vttered  without  discretion, 
make  me  vse  thys  language:  finally  (good  madame)  you  shall 
shew  your  selfe  a  wyse  and  louing  wyfe,  if  by  takinge  heede  to 
my  requests,  you  faythfully  follow  the  aduise  thereof."  The 
countesse  whych  was  so  fine  and  malicious  as  the  earle  was  good 
and  wyse,  dissembling  her  griefe,  and  coueringe  the  venome  hidden 
in  hir  mynde,  began  so  well  to  play  the  hypocrite  before  hir  hus- 
bande,  and  to  counterfayte  the  simple  dame,  as  albeit  he  was  right 
politike,  yet  he  was  within  hir  snare  intrapt,  who  flattered  him 
wyth  so  fayre  wordes,  as  she  won  him  to  goe  to  Casai,  to  visile 
the  lauds  of  hir  inlieritaunce.  We  see  whereunto  the  intent  of  this 
H&he  woman  tended,  and  what  checkmate  she  ment  to  geue  both 
to  hir  husband,  and  hir  honour:  whereby  we  know  that  when  a 
woman  is  disposed  to  giue  hir  selfe  to  wickednesse,  hir  mynd  ii 
voyd  of  no  malyce  or  inueniion  to  sort  to  ende  any  daunger  or 
peril!  offered  vnto  hir.  The  factes  of  one  Medea  (if  credite  may 
be  gieuen  to  poets)  and  of  Phaedra,  the  woman  of  Theseus,  wel 
declare  with  what  beastly  zeale  they  began  and  finished  their 
attempts:  the  eagles  flight  is  not  so  high,  as  the  foolyshe  desires, 
and  conceiptes  of  a  woman  that  trusteih  in  hir  owne  opinion,  and 
treadeth  out  of  the  tract  of  duety,  and  way  of  wysedome.    Pardoa 
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tne,  good  ladies,  if  I  speak  so  largely,  and  yet  think  not  that  I 
mean  to  display  any  other  but  sutch,  as  forget  the  degree  whereia 
their  auncestours  haue  placed  them,  and  whych  digrcssc  from  the 
true  path  of  those  that  haue  immoriaiizcd  the  memory  of  them- 
selues,  of  their  husbands,  and  of  the  bouses  also  whereof  they 
came.  I  am  very  lothe  to  take  vppon  mce  the  office  of  a  slann- 
derer,  and  no  lesse  do  mean  to  flatter  those,  whom  1  see  to  their 
great  shame,  offende  openly  in  the  sight  of  the  world  :  but  why 
should  I  dyssemble  that  which  F  know  yourselues  would  not  con- 
ceyle,  yf  in  conscyence  yee  were  reqnyred?  It  were  exlreame 
follye  to  decke  and  clothe  vice  wyth  the  holy  garment  of  vertue, 
and  to  call  thatcurtesie  and  ciuylity,  whych  is  manyfest  whoredom 
and  trechery:  let  vs  terme  ech  thyng  by  his  due  name,  and  not 
deface  that  whych  of  it  selfe  is  faire  and  pure :  let  vs  not  also  staine 
the  renoume  of  those,  whome  their  owne  vertue  do  recoromende. 
This  gentle  countesse  beeing  at  Casal,  makj'ng  mutch  of  hir  hus- 
bande,  and  kissing  him  with  the  kisse  of  treason,  and  of  hiia 
being  vnfainedly  beloued  and  cherished,  not  able  to  forget  his 
sermons,  and  mutch  lesse  hir  own  filthy  lyfe,  seeyng  that  with  hir 
connte  it  was  impossyble  for  hir  to  liue  and  glut  hir  lecherous 
lust,  determined  to  runne  away  and  seeke  hir  aduenturc  :  for  the 
brynging  to  passe  wherof  she  had  already  taken  order  for  money, 
the  interest  wherof  growing  to  hir  daily  profite  at  Millan:  and 
hauynge  leuied  a  good  suinme  of  ducatea  in  hande,  vntyll  hir 
other  rents  were  ready,  she  fled  away  in  the  night  in  companye  of 
certayne  of  hir  men  which  were  priuie  to  hir  doeings.  Hir  retire 
was  to  Pauie,  a  city  subiecie  to  the  state  and  duchy  of  Millan, 
where  she  hired  a  pryncely  pallace,  and  apparelled  the  same  ac- 
cording to  hir  estate  and  trayne  of  hir  husband,  and  as  her  owne 
reuenue  was  able  to  beare.  1  leaue  for  you  to  thinke  what  buzzings 
entr°d  the  counte's  head,  by  the  sodayne  flight  of  his  wife,  who 
would  haue  sent  and  gone  him  selfe  after  to  seke  hir  out,  and 
bryng  hir  home  againe,  had  he  not  well  considered  and  wayed  his 
owne  profite  and  aduantage,  who  knowing  thai  hir  absence  would 
rid  out  of  his  head  a  fardell  of  suspitious  which  he  before  con- 
ceiued,  was  in  the  ende  resolued  to  lette  hir  alone,  and  sufler  hir 
lemalne  ia  what  place  so  euer  she  was  retired,  and  whence  bee. 
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porters:  and  thjs  halfe  Greeke  did  hir  pastyme  wyth  noble  men 
that  were  braue  and  lustye  :  but  in  one  thyngshee  well  resembled 
hir,  whych  was,  that   Messalina  was  soner  wearye  with  trauayje, 
than  she  satisfied  with   pleasure  and  the  filthy  vse  of  hir  body, 
like  vnto  a  sink  that  receyueth  al  filtii,  wythout  disgorgyng  any 
throwne  into  the  same:  this  was  the  chaste  iyie  which  that  good 
lady  led,  after  she  had  taken  flight  from  hir  husband.     Marke  now 
whether  the  Milanois  that  was  hir  first  husbande,  were  a  grosse 
headed  person  or  a  foole,  and  whither  hee  were  not  learned  and 
skilful  in  the  science  of  phisiognomy,  and  time  for  him  to  make 
ready  ti>e  rods  to  make  hir  know  hir  duety,  therwilh  to  correct 
hir  wanton  youth,  and  to  cot  of  the  lusty  twigs  and  proud  sciences 
that  soked  the   moisture  and    hart  of  the  stock  and  braunches. 
It  chaunced  whiles  she  liued  at   Pauie,  in  this  good  and  honora- 
ble port,    the  counle    of    Massino    called    Ardizzino   Valperga 
came  to  the  emperour's  seruice,  and  tlierby  made  hys  abode  al  Pauie 
with  one  of  his  brothers:  the  counte  being  a  goodly  gentleman 
young  and  gallant  in  apparel,  giuen  to  many  good  quallities  had 
but  one  onely  fault,  which  was  a  mayme  in  one  of  his  legges,  by 
reason  of  a  certain  aduenture  and  blow  receiued    in   the  warrs, 
although  the  same  tuke  away  no  part  of  his  comclinesse  and  fyne 
behauyor.     The  counte  I  say,  remaining  certayn  dayes  at  Pauie 
beheld  the  beauty  and  singularity  of  the  countesse  of  Celant,  and 
«taye<i  with  sutch  deuotion  lo  view  and  gaze  vpon  hir,  as  manye 
times  he  romed  vp  and  down  the  streate  wherein  she  dwelt  to  find 
meanes  to  speak  vnto  hir.    His  first  taike  was  but  aboniour:  and 
simple  salutation,  sutch  as  gentlemen  commonly  vse  in  company 
of  ladies,  and  at  the  firste  brunte  Valperga  coulde  settle  none 
Other  iudgement  vpon  that  goddesse,  but  that  she  was  a  wise  and 
honest  dame,  and  yet  sutch  one  as  needed  not  the  emperor's  camp 
to  force  the  place,  which  as  he  thought  was  not  so  well  flanked  and 
rampired  but  that  a  good  man  of  armes  myght  easily  winne,  and 
tlie  breache  so  liuely  and  sautable,  as  any  souldier  might  passe  the 
same:  he  became  so  faniyliar  with  the  lady,  and  talked  with  hir 
lo  secretly,  as  vpon  a  day  being  with  hir  alone,  hee  courted  in  this 
wise :  "  Were  not  1  of  all  men  moste  blame  worthy,  and  of  greatest 
folly  to  be  reproued,  so  long  time  to  be  acquainted  with  a  lady 


THE  COUNTESSE  OF  CELANT. 


327 


tope  succede,  I  cannot  be  so  vnkynde,  but  wyth  all  honesty  shall 
assay  to  satisfie  that  your  loue."  The  countee  seeing  hir  alone, 
and  receyuing  the  ladle's  language  for  his  aduantage,  and  that 
hir  countenance  by  alteration  of  hir  minde  did  ad  a  certayne 
beauty  to  hir  face,  and  perceyuing  a  desire  in  hir  that  he  should 
not  vse  delay,  or  be  to  squeiinish,  she  demaunding  naught  else  but 
execucion,  looke  the  present  offred  time,  forgetting  all  ceremonies, 
and  reuerence,  he  embraced  hir  and  kissed  hir  a  hundred  thousande 
tyines.  And  albeit  shee  made  a  certayne  simple  and  prouoking 
resistance,  yet  the  louer  notinge  them  to  be  but  preparatiues  for 
the  sport  of  loue,  he  strayed  from  the  bounds  of  honesty,  and  threw 
her  vppon  a  fielde  bed  wythin  the  chambre,  where  hee  solaced 
hymselfe  wyih  hys  long  desired  suite.  And  finding  hir  worthy  to 
be  beloued,  and  she  him  a  curteous  gentleman,  consulted  together 
for  continuaunce  of  their  amity,  in  sutch  wise  as  the  lorde  Ardiz- 
zino  spake  no  more  but  by  the  mouth  of  Bianca  Maria,  and  dyd 
notbynge  but  what  she  coramaiinded,  being  so  bewrapped  wyth 
the  heauy  mantell  of  hir  beastly  loue,  as  hee  still  abode  nyght 
and  day  in  the  house  of  his  beloued :  whereby  the  brute  was 
noysed  throughout  the  citty,  and  the  songes  of  their  loue  more 
common  in  ech  citizen's  mouth,  than  stanze  or  sonnettes  of  Pe- 
trarch, played  and  fayned  vpon  the  gittrone,  lute,  or  lyra,  more 
fine  and  witty  than  those  vnsauery  ballets  that  be  tuned  and 
chaunted  in  the  mouthes  of  the  common  sort.  Beholde  an  earle 
well  serued,  and  dressed  by  enioying  so  false  a  woman,  which  had 
already  falsified  the  fayth  betrouthed  to  hir  husband,  who  was  more 
honest,  milde,  and  vertuous  than  she  deserued.  Beholde  also,  yee 
noble  gentlemen,  the  simplicity  of  this  good  earle,  how  it  was 
deceyued  by  a  false  and  filthy  strumpet,  whose  stinckiiig  lyfe  and 
common  vse  of  body  woulde  haue  withdrawen  ech  simple  creature 
from  mixture  of  their  owne  wyth  sutch  a  carrion.  A  lesson  to 
leame  al  youth  to  refrayne  the  whoorishe  lookes  of  lighte  con- 
ditioned dames,  a  number  (the  more  tobeepittied)  shewinge  foorth 
themselues  to  the  portsale  of  euery  clieapener,  that  list  demaunde 
the  pryce,  the  grosenes  whereof  before  considered,  were  worthy 
to  be  defied  and  loathed.  This  ladye  sceinge  hir  louer  nousled 
in  hir  lust,  dandled  him  with  a  thousand  trumperyes,  and  made 
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some  words  of  choler,  wherby  she  tooke  occasion  both  to  ex  pel  I 
him,  and  also  to  beare  hym  sutch  displeasure,  as  then  she  con- 
spired his  death,  as  afterwards  you  shall  perceyue.  Tliis  greate 
hatred  was  the  cause  that  she  fell  in  loue  as  you  haue  harde  wyth 
the  counte  of  Gaiazzo,  who  shewed  vnto  him  all  signe  of  amitye, 
and  seeing  that  hee  made  no  greate  sute  vnto  hir,  she  wrote  vnto 
him  in  this  manner. 

The  Letter  of  Bianca  Maria,  to  the  counte  of  Gaiazzo. 
Sir,  I  doubt  not  by  knowing  the  state  of  my  degree,  but  that  ye 
blush  to  see  the  violence  of  my  mynd,  which  passing  the  limites 
of  modesty,  that  ought  to  guard  sutch  a  lady  as  1  am,  forceth  me 
(vncertayn  of  the  cause)  to  doe  you  vndersiand  the  gryef  that  doeih 
torment  me,  which  is  of  sutch  constraynt,  as  if  of  curtesie  ye  do 
not  vouchsafe  to  come  vnto  me,  you  shall  commyt  two  faults,  the 
one  leaning  the  thing  worthy  for  you  to  loue  and  regard,  and  which 
deserueth  not  to  be  cast  of,  the  other  in  causing  the  death  of  hir, 
that  for  loue  of  you,  is  bereft  of  rest :  wherby  loue  hath  very  little 
in  me  to  sease  vpon,  either  of  heart  or  liberty.  The  case  of  which 
gryef  proceedeth  from  your  only  grace,  which  is  able  to  vanquyshe 
hir,  whose  victorious  hap  hath  conquered  all  other,  and  who  attend- 
ing your  resolut  annswer,  shall  rest  vnder  the  mercifiill  refuge  of 
hope,  whych  deceiuing  hir,  shal  sc  by  that  very  meanes  the  wretched 
end  of  hir  that  is  al  your  owne. 

Bianca  Maria  Countesse  of  Celant. 

Theyonglorde  mutch  maruelled  at  this  message,  were  it  for  tliat 
already  hee  was  in  loue  with  hir,  and  that  for  loue  of  his  friend 
Ardizzino,  durst  not  be  known  therof,  or  for  that  he  feared  she  wold 
be  straoghtof  wits,  if  she  were  despised,  he  determined  to  goe  vnto 
hir,  and  yet  stayed  thinking  it  not  to  be  the  part  of  a  fay  thfuU  com- 
panyoa  to  deceiue  his  friend:  but  in  the  end  pleasure  surmount- 
ing reason, and  the  beauty  ioyned  wyth  the  good  grace  of  the  lady 
hauing  blinded  him,  and  bewitched  his  wits  so  wel  as  Ardizzino, 
he  toke  his  way  towards  hir  house,  who  waited  for  him  wyth  good 
deuotion,  whither  being  arriued,  he  failed  not  to  vse  like  spech 
that  Valperga  did,  either  of  them  (after  certain  reuerences  and 
other  fewe  words)  minding  and  desyringe  one  kinde  of  intertayne- 
voi..  II.  U  u 
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gentle  heart  and  minde  that  can  abide  no  wronge,  is  defamation  of 
honoure  and  infamous  rcporte.     Thus  mutch  I  say  for  that  the 
lord  of  Massino,  (who  to  say  the  trouth,  was  fauored  of  me  in  Uke 
sorie  as  you  be  now)  haih  not  bene  ashamed  to  publishe  open 
slaunders  agaynst  me,  as  thoughe  I  were  the  arrantest  whore  that 
euer  had  giuen  her  self  ouer  to  the  galley  slaues  alongs  the  shore 
of  Scicile.     If  he  had  vaunted  the  fauour  which  I  haue  done  him 
but  to  certayne  of  his  priuat  fricndes,  I  had  incurred  no  slaunder  at 
all,  mutch  lesse  any  lyttle  suspilion,  but  hearyng  the  common 
reporles,  the  wrongfull  woordes  and  wycked  brutes  that  he  hath 
raysed  on  me :  I  beseeche  you  ayr,  to  do  me  reason  that  he  may 
feele  his  offence  and  the  smart  for  his  committed  fault  against  hi"" 
that  is  al  yours."     The  lord  Sanseuerino  hearyng  this  discourse, 
promised  hir  to  do  hys  best,  and   to  teache  Valperga  to  talke 
more  soberly  of  hir,  whom  he  was  not  worthy  for  to  serue,  but  in 
thought.     Notwithstandyng,  he  sayde  more  than  he  meat  to  do, 
for  he   knew  Ardizzino   to  be  so  honest,  sage  and  curteous  a 
personage,  as  bee  would  neyther  doe  nor  say  any  thing  without 
good  cause,  and  that  Ardizzino  had  iuster  quarell  agaynst  him, 
by  takyng   that  from  hym  whych  bee  loued  (althoughe  it   was 
sifter  his  discontinuance    from    that  place,    and  vpon  the  onely 
request  of  hir.)     Thus  he  concluded  in  mind  styll  to  remayne  the 
fryend  of  Ardizzino,  and  yet  to  spend  bis  time  with  the  countesse, 
which  he  did  the  space  of  certayn  months  without  quarelling  with 
Valperga,  that  was  retired  to  Pauie,  with  whom  he  was  conner- 
sant,  and  lined  familiarly,  and  most  commonly  vsed  one  table  and 
bed  togither.     Bianca  Maria  seeing  that  the  lord  of  Gaiazzo  cared 
aot  mutch  for  hir,  but  onely  for  his  pleasure,  determined  to  vse 
like  practise  against  him,  as  she  did  to  hir  former  louer,  and  to 
banish  him  from  hir  house.   So  that  when  he  came  to  see  hir,  either 
slie  was  sicke,  or  hir  affaires  were  sutch,  as  she  could  notkepehym 
company:  or  else  hir  gate  was  shut  vpon  him.  In  theend(playing 
double  or  quit)  she  prayed  the  sayd  lord  to  shewe  hir  sutch  plea- 
sure and  friendship,  as  to  come  no  more  vnto  hir,  bicause  she  was 
in  termes  to  goe  home  to  hir  husband  the  counte  of  Celant,  who 
had  sent  for  hir,  and  feared  least  his  seruaunls  shoulde  finde  her 
house  ful  of  suters,  alleaging  that  she  had  liued  long  inougheia 
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that  most  sinful  life,  the  Ugliest  faultes  whereof  were  to  hejnoiM 
for  dames  of  hir  port  and  calling,  concluding  that  so  long  as  she 
lyued  she  would  beare  him  good  affection  for  the  honest  company 
and  conuersation  had  betwene  them,  and  for  hys  curtesie  towards 
hir.  The  yong  earle,  were  it  that  be  gaue  creadit  vnto  hir  tale  or 
not,  made  as  though  he  did  bcleue  the  same,  and  without  longer 
dyscourse,  forbare  approche  vnto  hir  house,  and  drone  out  of  his 
heade  ai  the  amorous  affection  which  he  caried  to  the  Piedmont 
Circes.  And  to  the  cnde  he  might  haue  no  cause  to  thinke  vpon 
hir,  or  that  his  presence  should  make  hym  slane  againe  to  hir  that 
first  pursued  him,  he  retired  in  good  time  to  Millan:  by  which 
retire  hee  avoided  that  mishap,  wherwith  at  length  this  (pestilent 
women  would  haue  cut  him  ouer  the  shinnes,  euen  when  his  mind 
was  least  theron.  Such  was  the  malice  and  mischief  of  hir  heart, 
who  ceasing  to  play  the  whore,  applied  hir  whole  pastime  to 
murder.  Gaiazzo  being  departed  trom  Pauie,  thys  Venus  once 
agayne  assayed  the  embracements  of  hir  Ardizzino,  and  knew  not 
wel  how  to  recouer  hym  agayne,  bycause  she  feared  that  the  other 
had  discouered  the  enterpryse  of  his  murder.  But  what  dare  not 
shee  attempte  whose  mynde  is  slaue  to  sinne  i  Tlie  first  assayes 
be  harde,  and  theminde  doubtful!,  and  conscience  gnaweth  vpon 
tiic  worme  of  repentaunce,  but  the  same  once  nousled  in  vice,  and 
rooted  in  the  heart,  it  is  more  pleasaunte,  and  gladsome  for  the 
wicked  to  execute,  than  vertue  is  familiar  to  those  that  follow  hir: 
So  that  shame  separate  from  before  the  eyes  of  youth,  riper  age 
noursed  in  impudency,  their  sight  is  so  daseled,  as  they  can  see 
nothing  that  eyther  shame  or  feare  can  make  them  blash,  which 
was  the  cause  that  this  lady  continuinge  still  in  hir  mischiefe,  so 
mulch  practised  the  fireendes  of  hym  whom  she  desired  to  kill, 
and  made  sutch  fit  excuse  by  hir  ambassades,  as  hee  was  content 
to  speake  to  hir,  and  to  here  hir  iustifications,  whych  were  easy 
inough  to  doe,  the  iudge  being  not  very  guilty.  Shee  promised 
and  swore  that  if  the  fault  were  proued  not  to  be  in  him,  neuer 
man  should  see  Bianca  Maria,  (so  long  as  she  lyued)  to  be  other 
than  a  friend  and  slaue  to  the  lord  Ardizzino,  wholly  submitting 
hirselfe  vnto  his  will  and  pleasure.  See  how  peace  was  capitulated 
betweene  the  two  reconciled  louers,  and  what  were  the  articles  of 


THE    COUNTE8SB    OF    CELANT. 


S33 


I 


the  same,  the  lorde  of  Massino  entringe  possession  agayneof  the 
fort  that  was  reuolted,  and  was  long  tyme  in  the  power  of  another. 
But  when  he  was  seazed  agayne,  the  lady  saw  full  wel,  that  hir 
recoucred  friend  was  not  so  hard  to  please,  as  the  other  was,  and 
that  wyth  him  she  liued  at  greater  liberty.  Continuing  then  their 
amorous  daunce,  and  Ardizzino  hauing  no  more  care  but  to  reioyce 
himselfe  nor  hys  lady,  but  to  cherishe  and  make  mutch  of  hir  friend, 
beholde  eftsoones  the  desire  of  bloud  and  wyll  of  murder,  newly 
reuiued  in  that  new  Megera,  who  incited  (I  knowe  not  with  what 
rage,)  fansied  to  haue  him  slayne,  whych  refused  to  kill  hym, 
whom  at  this  present  shee  loued  as  hirselfe.  And  he  that  bad 
inquired  the  cause  thereof,  I  thyncke  none  other  reason  coulde 
be  rendred,  but  that  a  braynelessc  heade  and  reasonlesse  minde, 
doe  thincke  most  notable  murders,  and  myschiefe  be  easie  to  be 
brought  to  passe,  who  so  strangely  proceeded  in  disordred  lustes, 
which  in  fine  caused  their  myserable  shame,  and  ruine,  wyth  the 
death  vf  hirselfe  and  hym,  whom  she  had  stirred  to  the  fact, 
boldeninge  him  by  persuasion,  to  make  him  beleue  vyce  to  bee 
vertue,  and  gloriously  commended  hym  in  hys  follies,  whych  3'ou 
shall  heare  by  readinge  at  length  the  discourse  of  thys  history* 
fiianca  Maria  seeing  hirselfe  in  full  possession  of  hir  Ardizzino, 
purposed  to  make  hymchiefe  executioner  of  the  murder,  by  hir 
intended,  vpon  Gaiazzo,  for  the  doing  whereof  one  night  holdinge 
bym  betwene  hir  armes,  after  shee  had  long  time  dalyed  with 
him,  like  a  cunninge  maistresse  of  hir  art,  in  the  ende  weauinge 
and  trayning  hir  treason  at  large,  she  sayd  thus  vnto  him :  "  Syr, 
of  long  time  I  haue  bene  desirous  to  require  a  good  turne  at  your 
bands,  but  fearing  to  trouble  you,  and  thereupon  to  be  denied,  I 
thought  not  to  be  importunate:  and  albeit  the  matter  touchetb 
you,  yet  did  I  rather  liolde  my  peace  then  to  here  refusall  of  a 
thinge,  which  your  selfe  ought  to  profer,  the  same  concerning 
you."  "  Madame,"  sayd  hir  louer,  "  you  know  the  matter  neede 
to  be  haynous  and  of  great  importauuce,  that  1  should  deny 
you,  specially  if  it  concerne  the  bleamish  of  your  honor.  But  you 
suy  the  same  doth  touch  mee  somewhat  neerely,  and  therefore  if 
ability  be  in  me,  spare  not  to  vtter  it,  and  I  wyll  assay  yoursatis- 
fection  to  the  vttermost  of  my  power."    "  Syr,"  sayd  she,  "  is  the 


cnunte  oPGaiazzo  one  of  your  very  frends  ?"  "  I  thioke'Caanswered 
Valperga)  "  that  he  is  one  of  the  surest  freends  I  haoe,  aad  ia 
respect  of  whose  frendship,  I  wilibazarde  my  selfefor  bim  no  l< 
than  for  my  brother,  being  certaine  that  if  I  baue  ceede  of  hia, 
he  will  not  fayle  to  do  the  like  for  me.  But  wherefore  doe  too 
aske  me  that  question  i"  "  I  will  then  tel  you,"  sayd  the  trajtreflae 
(kissing  bim  so  sweetely  as  euer  he  felt  the  like  of  any  wo«naii,) 
"  for  somutcb  as  you  be  so  deceyued  of  your  opinion  in  him  who 
is  wicked  in  dissembling  of  that,  which  maliciously  lieth  hidden 
in  hys  heart.  And  briefly  to  say  the  effect :  assure  your  selfe  bee 
is  the  greatest  and  most  mortal!  ennimy  that  you  hane  io  the 
worlde.  And  to  the  intent  that  you  do  not  think  this  to  be  some 
forged  tale,  of  light  inuention,  or  that  I  heard  the  report  of  tome 
not  worthy  of  credit,  I  will  say  nothioge  but  that  whych  hymsetfe 
did  tell  me,  when  in  your  absence  he  vsed  my  company.  He 
sware  vnto  me,  without  declaration  of  the  cause,  that  hee  conlde 
neuer  bee  mery,  nor  hys  mynde  in  rest,  before  hee  saw  yon  cvt 
in  pieces,  and  shortly  woulde  giue  yon  sutch  assaulte,  as  all  the 
dayes  of  our  lyfe,  you  shoulde  neuer  haue  Inst  or  mynde  on  ladies 
loue.  And  albeit  then,  I  was  in  choler  agaynst  yon,  and  that  you 
had  ministred  some  cause,  and  reason  of  hatred,  yet  our  first  loue 
had  taken  sutch  force  in  my  hart,  and  I  besought  him  not  to  do 
that  enterprise,  so  long  as  I  was  in  place  where  yon  did  remayne, 
because  I  cannot  abide  (wythout  present  death)  to  see  your  finger 
ake,  mutch  lesse  your  lyfe  berieued  from  you.  Vnto  which  mv 
Bute  his  eare  was  deafe,  swearing  still  and  protesting  that  either 
he  would  be  slayne  himselfe,  or  else  dispatch  the  countee  Ardir- 
zino.  I  durst  not"  (quod  she)  "  newel  could  as  then  aduertise  yon 
thereof,  for  the  smal  accesse  that  my  seruants  had  mto  your  lodg- 
ing, but  now  I  pray  you  to  take  good  heedc  by  preuentinge  his 
diuelisbe  purpose:  For  better  it  were  for  you  to  take  his  lyfe,  than 
he  to  kill  and  murder  you,  or  otherwyse  work  you  mischiefe,  and 
you  shal  be  esteemed  the  wiser  man,  and  he  pronounced  a  trayior 
to  seeke  the  death  of  him,  that  bare  him  sutch  good  will.  Doe 
then  acordinge  to  myne  aduice,  and  before  he  begin,  doe  you  kill 
hvm,  by  the  which  you  shall  saue  your  selfe,  and  doe  the  part  of  a 
valyaunt  knight,  bistdes  the  satisfying  of  the  mynde  of  bir  that 
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aboue all  pleasures  of  the  world  doth  chiefly  desire  the  same.  Ex- 
perience now  will  let  me  proue  whether  you  loueme  or  not,  and  what 
you  will  do  forhir  that  loueth  you  so  dearly,  who  openeih  this  con- 
spired murder,  aswell  for  your  safety,  as  for  lengthening  of  the  lyfe 
of  hir,  which  wythout  yours  cannot  endure:  graunt  this  my  sute 
(O  friend  most  deare)  and  suffer  me  not  in  sorrowfull  plight  to 
be  despoyled  of  thy  presence :  and  wilt  thou  suffer  that  I  shoulde 
dy,  and  that  yonder  proude,  trayterous,  and  vnfaythfull  varlet 
should  line  to  laugh  mee  to  scorne  i"  If  the  lady  had  not  added 
those  last  words  to  hir  foolish  sermon,  perchaunce  she  might  haue 
prouoked  Ardizzino  to  folow  hir  counsel!:  but  seeing  hir  so  ob- 
stinately continue  hir  request,  and  to  prosecute  the  same  with  sutch 
violence,  concluding  vpon  hir  ownetjuarell,  his  conscieace  throb- 
bed, and  his  minde  measured  the  malice  of  that  woman,  with  the 
honesty  of  him,  against  whom  that  tale  was  told,  who  knew  his  frend 
to  be  so  sound  and  trusty,  as  willingly  he  would  not  do  the  thinge 
that  should  offend  him,  and  therefore  would  geue  no  credit  to 
false  report  without  good,  and  apparant  proofe:  for  which  cause 
hee  was  persuaded  that  it  was  a  malicious  tale  deuised  by  some 
that  went  about  to  sowe  debate  betweene  those  two  frendly  carles. 
Notwithstanding,  vpon  further  pause,  and  not  to  make  hir  chai'e, 
or  force  hir  into  rage,  he  promised  the  execution  of  hir  cursed  wil, 
thanking  hir  for  hir  aduertisement,  and  that  he  would  prouide  for 
hys  defence  and  surety  :  and  to  the  intent  that  shee  might  thyncke 
be  went  about  to  performe  his  promise,  he  tooke  his  leaue  of 
hir  to  goe  to  Millao,  which  hee  did,  not  to  follow  the  abhomina- 
ble  will  of  that  rauenous  mastife,  but  to  reueale  the  matter  to  hii 
companion,  and  direct  the  same  as  it  deserued.  Being  arriued  at 
Millan,  the  chiefe  citty  of  Lombardy,  he  imparted  to  Gaiazzo 
from  poynct  to  poynct  the  discourse  of  the  countesse,  and  the 
peticion  shee  made  vnto  hym,  vppon  the  conclusion  of  hir  tale : 
"  O  God"  (sayd  ilie  lord  Sanseuerino,)  "  who  can  beware  the  traps 
of  whoores,  if  by  thy  grace  our  hands  be  not  forbidden,  and  our 
hearts  and  thoughts  guided  by  thy  goodnes?  Is  it  possible  that 
the  earth  can  brcede  a  monster  more  pernicious  than  this  most 
pestilent  beast?  Thys  is  truely  the  grift  of  hir  father's  vsury,  and 
tlie  stench  of  all  hir  predecessours  villanyes :  it  is  impossible  of  a 
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k3'te  or  cortnerant  to  make  a  good  sparhauk,  or  tercle  gentle. 
This  carion  no  doubt  is  the  daughter  of  a  vilayne,  sproag  of  the 
basest  race  amongs  the  common  people,  whose  mother  was  more 
fine  than  chaste,  more  subtile  than  sober:  this  minion  hath  for- 
saken hir  husband,  to  erect  bloudy  skaffoldes  of  murder  amid  the 
nobles  of  Italy :  and  were  it  not  for  the  dishonour  which  I  should 
get  to  soyle  my  hands  in  the  bioude  of  a  beast  so  corrupt,  f 
woulde  teare  hir  with  my  teeth  in  a  hundreih  thousand  peeces : 
how  many  times  hath  she  entreated  mee  before:  in  how  many 
sundry  sortes  with  ioyned  handes  hath  shee  besought  mee  to  kill 
the  lorde  Ardizzino?  Ah,  my  companion,  and  right  well  beloued 
freende,  can  you  thincke  mee  to  bee  so  traytcrous,  and  cowarde  a 
knaue,  as  that  I  dare  not  tell  to  them  to  whom  1  beare  displeasure 
what  mallice  lurketh  in  my  heart?"  "  By  the  fayth  of  a  gentle- 
man," (sayd  Ardizzino,)"  I  would  be  sory  my  mynde  should  seaze 
on  sutch  folly,  but  I  am  come  to  reueale  thys  vnto  you,  that  the 
song  might  sound  no  more  wythin  myne  eares.  It  behoueth  vs 
then,  sith  God  hath  kept  vs  hytherto,  to  avoyde  the  ayre  of  that 
infection,  that  our  braynes  be  not  putrified,  and  from  henceforth 
to  fly  those  bloudsuckers,  the  schoUers  of  Venus:  and  truely  great 
dishonour  would  redound  to  vs,  to  kill  one  an  other  for  the  onely 
pastime  and  sottish  fansie  of  that  mynion :  I  haue  repented  me  an 
hundred  times  when  she  first  mooued  mee  of  the  deuice  to  kill 
you,  that  1  did  not  geeue  a  hundred  poignaladoes  wyth  my 
dagger,  to  stop  the  way  by  that  example  for  all  other  to  attempt 
sutch  butcheries:  fori  am  well  assured  that  the  mallyce  whych 
shee  beareth  you,  proceedeth  but  of  the  delay  you  made  for  satis- 
faction of  hir  murderous  desire,  whereof  I  thancke  you,  and  yelde 
my  selfe  in  all  causes  to  imploy  my  lyfe,  and  that  1  haue,  to  do 
you  seruice."  "  Leaue  we  of  that  taike"  (sayd  Gaiazzo)  "  for  I 
haue  done  but  my  duety,  and  that  which  ech  noble  heart  ought  lo 
euery  wight  doing  wrong  to  none,  but  prone  to  helpe,  and  doe 
good  to  all:  whych  is  the  true  marke  and  badge  of  nobility. 
Touching  that  malignant  strumpet,  hir  owne  lyfe  shall  reuenge 
the  wrongs  which  she  hath  gone  about  to  venge  on  vs.  In  meane 
while  let  vs  reioyce,  and  thincke  the  goods,  and  richesse  shee  hath 
gotten  of  vs,  wil  not  cause  hir  bagges  mutch  to  strout  and  swel. 
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To  be  short,  she  hath  nothing  whereby  she  may  greatly  laugh  v» 
to  scorne,  except  our  good  entcrtaiameat  of  hir  night  and  day  do 
prouoke  hir:  let  other  coyne  the  pence  henceforth  to  fill  hir 
coafers,  for  of  vs  (so  farre  as  I  see)  she  is  deceyued."  Thus  the 
two  lordes  passed  forth  their  tyme,  and  in  all  companies  where 
they  came,  they  spent  their  talke,  and  communication  of  the  dis- 
oiylered  lyfe  of  the  countesse  of  Celant.  The  whole  citty  also 
rang  of  the  sleights  and  meanes  she  vsed  to  trappe  the  noblemen, 
and  of  hir  pollicies  to  be  rid  of  them  when  hir  thirst  was  stanched, 
or  diet  grew  lothsome  for  want  of  chaunge.  And  that  whych 
greued  hir  most,  an  Italyan  epigram  biased  forth  hir  prowes  to  hir 
great  dishonour,  whereof  the  copy  I  cannot  get,  and  some  say 
that  Ardizzino  was  the  author:  for  it  was  composed,  when  he  was 
dispossessed  of  pacience:  and  if  sheecoulde  haue  wreked  hir  will 
on  the  knights,  I  beleeue  in  hir  rage  she  would  haue  made  an 
anathomy  of  their  bones.  Of  whych  hir  two  enimies,  Ardizzino 
was  the  greatest,  agaynst  whom  hir  disple^isure  was  the  more,  for 
that  he  was  the  first  with  whom  she  entred  skirmish.  Nothing 
was  more  frequent  in  Pauy,  than  villanous  iests,  and  playes 
vppon  the  filthy  behauiour  of  the  countesse,  which  made  hir 
ashamed  to  goe  out  of  hir  gates.  In  the  ende  shee  purposed  to 
chaunge  the  ayre  and  place,  hoping  by  that  alteration  to  stay  the 
infamous  brute,  and  slaunder:  so  she  came  to  Millau,  where  first 
she  was  inuested  wyth  state  of  honour,  in  honest  fume  of  chaste 
lyfe  so  longe  as  vicount  Hermes  lined,  and  then  was  not  pursued 
to  staunch  the  thirst  of  those  that  did  ordinarily  draw  at  hir  foun- 
tajne.  About  the  tyme  that  she  departed  from  Pauy,  Dom  Pietro 
de  Cardone  a  Scicilian,  the  bastard  brother  of  the  counte  of  Coli- 
sano,  whose  lieuetenaunt  he  was,  and  their  father  slaya  at  the 
battayle  of  Bicocca  wyth  a  band  of  horsemen  arriued  at  Milan. 
This  Scicilian  was  about  the  age  of  one  or  two  and  twenty  yeres, 
somwhat  black  of  face,  but  well  made  and  sterae  of  countenance : 
whiles  the  countesse  soiorned  at  Milan,  this  gentleman  fell  in  loue 
■with  hir,  and  searched  all  meanes  he  couide  to  make  hir  hysfriende, 
and  to  enioy  hir:  who  perceyuing  him  to  be  young,  and  a  nouice 
ia  skirmishes  of  loue,  lykc  a  pigeon  of  the  first  coate,  determined 
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to  lure  him,  and  toseruehir  tnrae  in  that  which  sbee  purposed  to 
doe  on  those  agaynst  whom  shee  was  outragiously  oiTended.  Now 
the  belter  to  entice  thys  younge  lorde  vnto  her  fantasye,  and  to 
catch  hym  wyth  hir  bayte,  when  bee  passed  through  the  streate,and 
saluted  hir,  and  when  be  sygbed  after  the  manner  of  the  Spaniard, 
rominge  before  hys  lady,  shee  shewed  him  an  indifferent  mery  coun- 
tenaunce,and  sodaynely  restrayned  thatcheere,  to  make  hym  taste  the 
pleasure  mingled  with  the  scare  of  one  desire,  which  be  could  not 
tel  how  to  accomplish :  and  the  more  faynt  was  bis  bardines  for  that 
hewasneuer  practised  in  the  daliance  and  seruice  of  lady  of  noble 
house  or  calling,  who  thincking  that  the  gentlewoman  was  one  of  the 
principal!  of  Millan,  Ire  was  straungely  vexed,  and  tormented  for 
hir  loue,  in  sutch  wyse  as  in  the  night  he  could  notrest  for  fanta* 
sing,  and  thynkingevpon  hir,  and  in  the  day  passed  vp  and  downe 
before  the  doore  of  her  lodging.  One  eueninge  for  his  disport  bee 
went  forth  to  walkein  company  of  another  gentleman,  which  well 
could  play  vppon  the  lute,  and  desired  him  to  gieue  awake  vnto  hys 
lady,  that  then  for  iealousie  was  harkeninge  at  hir  window,  both 
of  the  sounde  of  the  instrument,  and  the  ditty  of  bir  amorous 
knight,  where  the  gentleman  song  thys  sonet. 

The  death  with  trenchart  dart,  doth  brede  in  brest  sutch  il, 

As  I  cannot  forget  the  smart,  that  thereby  risetli  stil. 

Yet  neerthelesse  I  am,  the  ill  it  selfe  in  deede, 

That  death  with  daily  dolours  deepe,  within  my  breast  doth  breede. 

I  am  my  mistresse  thrall,  and  yet  I  doe  not  kno, 

If  she  beare  me  good  will  at  all,  or  if  she  loue  or  no. 

My  wound  is  made  so  large,  with  bitter  wo  in  brest. 

That  still  my  heart  prepares  a  place  to  lodge  a  careful!  guest. 

O  dame  that  hath  my  lyfe  and  death  at  thy  desire. 

Come  ease  my  minde,  wher  fancies  flames  dotbbnrne  like  Ethaa 

fire. 
For  wanting  thee  my  life  is  death  and  doleful  cbeere. 
And  finding  fauor  in  thy  sight,  my  dayes  are  happy  heere;. 
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Then  he  began  to  sigh  so  terribly,  as  if  already  she  had  geuen 
sentence,  and  difinitiue  iudgement  of  his  farewell,  and  disputed 
viih  his  fellow  in  siitch  sort,  and  wyth  opinion  so  assured  of  hyg 
contempt,  as  if  he  had  bene  in  loue  with  some  one  of  the  infants 
of  Spayne :  for  whych  cause  he  began  very  pitifully  to  sing  these 
verses. 


That  God  that  made  my  soule,  and  knows  what  I  baue  felt. 
Who  causeth  sighes  and  sorows  oft,  the  sely  soule  to  swelt, 
Doth  see  my  torments  now,  and  what  I  suffer  still. 
And  vnderstands  I  tast  mo  griets,  than  I  can  shew  by  skill. 

Hee  doth  consent  I  wot,  to  my  ill  hap  and  woe, 

And  hath  accorded  with  the  dame  that  is  my  pleasaunt  foe, 

To  make  my  boyling  brest  abound  in  bitter  blisse. 

And  so  bereue  me  of  my  rest,  when  heart  his  hope  shall  misse. 

0  what  are  not  the  songs,  and  sighs  that  louers  haue. 

When  night  and  day  with  sweete  desires,  they  draw  vnto  their 

graue. 
Their  grief  by  frendship  growes,  where  ruth  nor  pity  raynes, 
And  so  like  snow  against  the  sun,  they  melt  away  with  pains. 

My  dayes  must  finish  so,  my  destny  hath  it  set. 
And  as  the  candle  out  I  goe,  before  hir  grace  I  get. 
Before  my  snte  be  heard,  my  seruice  throughly  knowne, 

1  slialbe  layd  in  toumbe  ful  low,  so  colde  as  marble  stone. 

To  thee  fayre  dame  I  cry,  that  makes  my  senses  arre, 
And  plantest  peace  wilhiti  my  brest  and  then  makes  sodain  war: 
Yet  at  thy  pleasure  stili,  thou  must  my  sowre  make  sweete. 
In  grauntiug  me  the  fauour  due,  for  fay  thfutl  louers  meete. 

Which  fauor  geue  me  now,  and  to  thy  noble  mynde, 
I  doe  remayne  a  galley  slaue,  as  thou  by  proufe  shall  finde. 
And  so  thou  shalt  release  my  heart  from  cruell  baudes, 
And  haue  his  fredome  at  thy  wil  thatyelds  into  thy  handes. 
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"  Sir,  I  haue  knowne  verv  many  thathaue  vouched  slipperie  pro- 
myses,  and  proffered  lordly  seruices  vnto  iadiea,  the  effect  wherof 
if  I  inyght  once  see,  I  would  not  thinke  that  they  could  vanishe  so 
soone,  and  consume  like  smuake."  "  Madame"  (sayde  the  Scici- 
lian)  "  yf  I  fayle  in  any  thing  which  you  commaunde  mee,  I  praye 
to  God  neuer  to  receiue  any  fauor  or  grace  of  those  curtesies 
whych  I  craue."  "  If  then"  (quod  shee)  "  you  wyl  promise  to 
employ  your  selfe  aboute  a  businesse  that  [  hane  to  do  when  I 
make  request,  I  wyll  also  to  accept  you  for  a  friende,  and  graunt 
sutch  secrecie  as  a  faithful  louer  can  desyre  of  his  lady."  Doin 
Pietro  which  would  haue  offred  hym  selfe  in  sacrifice  for  hir,  not 
knowyng  hir  demaunde,  tooke  an  othe,  and  promysed  hir  so 
lyghtly  as  madly  afterwardes  he  did  put  the  same  in  proofe.  Bc- 
holde  the  preparatiues  of  the  obsequies  of  their  first  loue,  and  the 
gnages  of  a  bloudie  bed :  the  one  was  prodigal!  of  hir  honoure, 
the  other  the  tormente  of  his  reputation,  and  neglected  the  doety 
and  honor  of  his  state,  which  the  house  wherof  he  came,  coni- 
maunded  hym  to  kepe.  Thus  all  the  nyght  he  remained  with 
Bianca  Maria,  who  made  him  so  wel  to  like  hir  good  entertayn- 
ment  and  imbracementes,  as  lie  neuer  was  out  of  hir  company. 
And  the  warie  Circes  fayned  her  self  so  fere  in  loue  wyth  hym, 
and  vsed  so  many  toyes  and  gametricks  of  her  filthy  science, 
as  he  not  onelye  esteemed  hym  selfe  the  happiest  gentleman  of 
Scicilia,  but  the  most  fortunate  wight  of  all  the  worlde,  and  by 
bibbing  of  hir  wyne  was  so  straungely  charmed  wyth  the  plea- 
sures of  his  fayre  mystresse,  as  for  hir  sake  he  would  haue  takea 
vpon  him  the  whole  ouerthrowe  of  Milan,  so  well  as  Blose  of 
Cumes  to  sette  the  cittye  of  Rome  on  fire,  if  Tyberius  Gracchus 
the  sedicious,  woulde  haue  giuen  it  him  in  charge.  Sutch  is  the 
manner  of  wildc  and  foolish  youth,  whych  suffreth  it  selfe  to  be 
caried  be^onde  the  bouiides  of  reason.  The  same  in  time  past 
did  ouerthrow  many  realmes,  and  caused  the  chaunge  of  diuers 
monarchies :  and  truely  vnseemely  it  is  for  a  man  to  be  subdued 
to  the  will  of  a  common  strumpet.  And  as  it  is  vncomly  to  sub- 
mit him  selfe  to  sutch  one,  so  not  requisite  to  an  honest  and  ver- 
tuous  dame,  his  maried  wyfe.  Which  vtiiuanly  deedes,  be  occa- 
sions that  diuers  foolishe  women  commit  sutch  filthy  factes,  wilh 
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renoutne:  and  sufficient  it  was  not  for  them  thus  to  deaie  with  mee 
poore  gentlewoman,  without  desert  (excepte  it  were  for  admyt- 
tyng  them  to  haue  accesse  vnto  my  house)  but  also  to  continue 
their  blasphemies,  to  myne  extreame  reproach  and  shame :  and 
howe  true  the  same  is,  they  that  know  me  can  well  declare,  by 
reason  whereof,  the  vulgar  people  prone  and  ready  to  wycked  re- 
portes,  haue  conceiued  sutch  opynion  of  me,  as  for  that  they  see  me 
braue  and  fine  in  apparell,  and  specyally  throughe  the  slaunde- 
rous  speache  of  those  gallantes,  do  deeme  and  repute  me  for  a 
common  whoore,  wherof  I  craue  none  other  wytnesse  than  your 
selfe  and  my  conscience.  And  I  sweare  vnto  you,  that  sith  I 
came  to  Milan,  it  is  you  alone  that  hath  vanquished,  and  made  the 
triumphe  of  my  chastytye :  and  yf  you  were  absent  from  this 
citye,  1  assure  you  on  my  fayth  that  I  would  not  tarry  heere  xxiiii. 
houres.  These  infamous  ruffians  I  say,  these  persccuters  and  ter- 
magantes  of  my  good  name,  haue  chased  mee  out  of  all  good 
cityes,  and  made  me  to  be  abitorred  of  ech  honest  company,  that 
weary  I  am  of  my  lyfe,  and  lothe  to  lyue  any  longer  except  spedye 
redresse  bee  had  for  reuengeraent  of  thyswronge:  wherefore  ex- 
cept I  (inde  some  noble  champion  and  valyaunte  personage  to  re- 
quyte  these  vyllains  for  their  spitefull  speach  biased  on  me  in 
euerye  comer  of  towne  and  countreye,  and  to  paye  them  theyr 
rewarde  and  hire  that  I  may  lyue  at  lybertye  and  quyet,  sor? 
rowe  wyll  eyther  consume  mee  or  myne  owne  handes  shall  has- 
ten spedye  death."  And  in  speakyng  those  woordes,  shee  be- 
gan ne  to  weepe  with  sutch  abundance  of  teares  streaming  do wne 
hir  cheekes  and  necke  of  alabaster  hewe,  as  the  Scicihan  whych 
almost  had  none  other  Gud  but  the  countesse,  sayd  vnto  hir ; 
"  And  what  is  he,  that  dare  molest  and  slaunder  hir  that  hath  ia 
bir  puissaunce  so  many  souldiers  and  men  of  warre  ?  I  make  a 
vow  to  God,  ihat  if  I  know  the  names  of  those  two  arrant  vii- 
laynes,  the  which  haue  so  defamed  my  mystresse  name,  the  whole 
worlde  shall  not  saue  their  Hues,  whose  carrion  bodies  I  will  hew 
into  so  many  gobbets,  as  they  haue  members  vpon  the  same : 
wherefore  madame"  (sayd  he,  imbracing  hir)  "  I  pray  you  to  grieue 
your  selfe  no  more,  commit  your  wronges  to  me,  only  tell  me  the 
Barnes  of  tliose  gallaunts,  and  afterwards  you  shall  vnderstande 
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time  had  bene  calmed  and  appeased-     But  God  which  is  a  right- 
ful] iudge  wouide  not  sufTer  hir  wickednesse  stretch  any   further, 
sith  she  hauiag  found  out  sutch  a  nimble  and  wilfiil  executioner, 
the  countee  of  Gaiazzo  could  not  long  haue  remained  aliue,  who 
then  in  good  time  and  happy  houre  was  absent  out  of  the  city. 
So  suone  as  Dom  Pietro  had  accused  the  countesse,  the  lord  of 
Bourbon  sente  hir  to  pryson,  and  being  examined,  confessed  the 
whole  matter,  tnistinge  that  hir  inBniie  numbre  of  crownes  wouide 
haue  corrupted  the  duke,  or  those  that  represented  hit  person. 
But  hir  crownes  and  lyfe  passed  all  one  way.     For  the  day  after 
hir  imprisonment  shee  was  condempoed  to  lose  hir  heade :  and  in 
the  meane  time  Dom  Pietro  was  saued,  by  the  diligence  and  suite 
of  the  captaynes,  and  was  employed  in  other  warres,  to  whom  the 
doke  gaue  him,  for  that  he  was  iotbe  to  lose  so  notable  a  souldiour, 
the  verj-  right  hand  of  his  brother  the  countee  of  Colisano.     The 
countesse  bauing  sentence  pronounced  vppon  hir,  but  trusting  for 
pardon,  would  not  prepare  hir  selfe  to  dy,  ne  yet  by  any  meanes 
craue  forgiuenes  of  hir  faults  at  the  hands  of  God,  vntil  she  was 
conueyed  out  of  the  castell,  and  ledde  to  the  common  place  of 
execution,  where  a  scaifolde  was  prepared  for  hir  to  play  the  last 
acte  of  thys  tragedy.     Then  the  miserable  lady  began  to  know 
hirselfe,  and  to  confesse  bir  faults  before  the  people,  deuoutly 
praying  God,  not  to  haue  regard  to  hir  demerites,  ne  yet  to  deter- 
mine his  wrath  agaynst  hir,  or  enter  with  hir  in  iudgement,  for 
so  mutch  as  if  the  same  were  decreed  accordinge  to  hir  iniquity, 
no  saluation  was  to  be  looked  for.    She  besought  the  people  to 
pray  for  hir,  and  the  countee  of  Gaiazzo  that  was  absent,  to  pardon 
hir  malice,  and  treason  which  she  had  deuised  agaynst  him.  Thus 
miserably  and  repentantly  dyed  the  countesse,  which  in  hir  lyfe 
refused  not  to  imbrace  and  follow  any  wickednes,  no  mischiefe 
shee  accompted  euill  done,  so  the  same  were  imployed  for  hir  plea- 
sure and  pastime.     A  goodly  example  truely  for  the  youtli  of  our 
present  time,  sith  the  most  part  indifferently  do  launch  into  the 
gulfe  of  disordred  lyfe,  suffring  theymselues  to  bee  plunged  in  the 
paddles  of  their  owne  vayne  conceiptes,  without  consideration  of 
the  mischieues  that  may  ensue.     If  the  lord  of  Cardonne  had  not 
bene  beloued  of  his  general!,  into  what  calamity  had  he  fallen  for 
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beware,  that  we  do  not  resemble   those  that  be  remembred  there 

for  example,  forsomutch  as  speedely  after  sinne,  ensueth  grieuous, 

and  as  sodajne  punishment.     For  which   cause   1    haue  selected 

these  historyes,  of  purpose  to  aduertise   youth,   how  ihey  that 

follow  the  way  of  damnable  iniquity,  fayle  not  shortly  after  their 

great  offences,  and  execution  of  their  outragious  vices,  to  feele 

the  iust  and  mighty  band  of  God,  who  guerdoneth  the  good  for 

their  good  works  and  deedes,  and   rewardeth  the  euil  for  their 

wickedncs  and  mischiefe.     Now  turne  we  then  to  the  hystory  of 

two,  the  rarest  loners  that  euer  were,  the  performaunce,  and 

finishinge  whereof,  had  it  bene  so    prosperous    as    the 

beginning,   they  had  ioyed  iojfully   the  fruicts  of 

their  intent,  and  two  noble  houses  of  one  city 

reconciled  to   perpetual! 
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infinite  number  of  other  honourable  antiquities  dayly  apparaunt 
vnto  those,  that  be  to  curious  to  viewe  and  looke  vpon  them. 
Which  places  I  haue  somewhat  touched,  because  thys  most  true 
history  which  I  purpose  iiereafter  to  recite,  depeadeth  thereupon, 
the  memory  whereof  to  thys  day  is  so  wel  known  at  Verona,  as 
vnnelhs  their  blubbred  eyes  be  yet  dry,  that  saw  and  beheld  tliut 
lamentable  sight.     VVlien  the  Senior  Escala  was  lordc  of  Verona, 
there  were  two  families  in  thecitty,  of  farre  greater  fame  than  the 
rest,  aswell  for  riches  as  nobility :  the  one  called  ihc  Montesches, 
and  the  other  the  Ca[)ellcts:  but  lyke  as  most  commonly  there  is 
discorde  amongs  theym  which  be  of  semblable  degree  in  honour, 
euen  so  there  hapned  a  certayne  enmity  betweene  them  :  and  for 
so  mutch  as  the  beginning  thereof  was  vnlawfull,  and  of  ill  founda- 
tion, so  lykewyse  in  processe  of  time  it  kindled  to  sutch  flame,  as 
by  diuers  and  sundry  deuyses  practised  on  both  sides,  many  lost 
their  lyues.     The  lord  Bartholmew  of  Escala,  (of  whom  we  haue 
already  spoken)  being  lord  of  Verona,  and  seeing  sutch  disorder  in 
his  common   weale,  assayed  diuers  and  sundry  waies  to  reconcile 
those  two  houses,  but  all  in  vayne:  for  their  hatred  had  taken 
sutch  roote,  as  the  same  could  not  be  moderated  by  any  wyse 
counsell  or  good  aduice:  betweene  whom  no  other  thing  could  be 
accorded,  but  geuing  ouer  armour,  and  weapon  for  the  time,  attend- 
ing some  other  season  more  conuenient,  and  with  better  leysure 
to  appease  the  rest.     In  the  time  thai  these  thinges  were  adoiog, 
one  of  the  family  of  Montesches  called  Rhomeo,  of  the  age  of  xx. 
or  XXI.  yeares,  the  comliest  and  best  conditioned  gentleman  that 
was  amonges  the  Veronian  youth,  fell  in  loue  with  a  yong  gentle- 
woman of  Verona,  and  in  fewdayes  was  attached  with  hir  beauty, 
and  good  behauiour,  as  he  abtmdoiicd  ail  other  affaires  and  busines, 
to  serue  and  honour  hir :    and   alter  many  letters,  ambassades, 
and  presents,  he  determined  iit  the  ende  to  speake  vnto  hir,  and 
to  disclose  hys  passions,  which  he  did  without  any  other  practise. 
But  she  which  was  vertuously  brought  vp,  knew  how  to  make  him 
so  good  answer  to  cut  of  his  amorous  affections,  as  he  had  no  lust 
after  that  time  to  returne  any  more, and  shewed  hir  selfeso  austere, 
and   sbarf>e  of  speach,  as  she  vouchsafed  not  with  one  looke  to 
beiiold  him.     But  how  mulch  the  young  gentleman  saw  hir  whist. 
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and  silent,  the  more  he  was  inflamed :  and  after  be  had  continued 
certaync  months  in  that  seruice  wjthout  remedy  of  his  griefe,  be 
determined  in  the  ende  to  depart  Verona, for  proofe  if  by  chaunge  of 
the  place  he  might  alter  his  affection,  saying  to  himselfe:  "  What 
do  I  mcane  to  louc  one  that  is  so  vnkinde,  and  thus  doth  disdayn 
me:  I  am  all  hirownc,  and  yet  she  flieth  from  me :  I  can  no  longer 
hue,  except  hir  presence  1  doe  enioy:  and  she  hath  no  contented 
myndc,  but  when  she  is  furthest  from  me:  I  will  then  from  henceforth 
estraunge  my  selfe  from  hir,  for  it  may  so  come  to  passe  by  not  be- 
holding hir,  that  thys  fire  in  me  which  taketh  increase  and  nourish- 
ment by  hir  fayreeyes,by  little  and  little  may  dy  and  quench."  Bat 
minding  to  put  in  proofe  what  he  thought,  at  one  instant  bee  wau 
reduced  to  the  contrary,  who  not  knowing  whereupon  to  resolue^ 
passed  dayes  and  nights  in  marueilous  playnts,  and  lament** 
lions :  for  loue  vexed  him  so  neare,  and  had  so  well  fixed  the  gen- 
ilcwoman's  beauty  wiihin  the  bowels  of  his  heart,  and  mynde, 
a«  not  able  to  resist,  bee  faynted  with  the  charge,  and  consumed  bjr 
liitle  and  little  as  the  snow  agaynst  the  sunne:  whereof  hy» 
parenttes,  and  kinred  did  maruayle  greatly,  bcwaylinge  by* 
misturtune,  but  aboue  all  other  one  of  hys  companyons  of  riper 
age,  and  counsel!  than  bee,  began  sharply  to  rebuke  him:  for  the 
luue  that  lie  bare  bim  was  so  great  as  bee  felt  b^'s  martirdome, and 
was  pertakcr  of  hys  passion:  which  caused  him  by  ofte  viewyog 
his  friend's  dis(|uietnessein  amorous  panges,  to  say  thus  vnto  him: 
"  Khonieo,  I  maruell  mutch  that  thou  spendest  the  best  time  of 
thine  uge,  in  pursute  of  a  thing,  from  which  thou  seest  thy  self 
despised  and  banished,  wythout  respecte  either  to  thy  prodigall 
dispense,  to  thine  honor,  to  thy  teares,  or  to  thy  myserable  lyfe, 
which  be  able  to  moue  tlie  most  constant  to  pity :  wherefore  I 
pray  thee  for  the  loue  of  our  auncient  amity,  and  for  thyne  health 
sake,  that  thou  wilt  learn  tobe  thineowne  man,and  not  to  alyenat 
tlty  lybcrty  to  any  so  ingrate  as  she  is:  for  so  farre  as  I  coniec- 
turc  by  things  that  are  passed  betwene  you,  either  she  is  in  louc 
wyth  sontr  other,  or  else  detcrmineih  neuer  to  loue  any.  Thoa 
arte  yong,  rich  in  goods  and  fortune,  and  more  excellent  in  beauty 
than  any  gentleman  in  thys  cyty:  thou  art  well  learned,  and  the 
oa«ly  soDue  of  the  bouse  wherof  thou  commest :  what  gryef  would 
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it  bee  to  thy  poore  olde  father  and  other  thy  parentes,  to  see  the 
80  drowned  in  this  dongeon  of  vyce,  specially  at  that  age  wherein 
thou  oughtest  rather  to  put  them  in  some  hope  of  thy  vertuef 
begyn  then  from  henceforth  to  acknowledge  thyne  error,  wherein 
thou  hast  hitherto  lyued,  doe  away  that  amorous  vaile  or  couerture 
whych  blyndeth  thyne  eyes  and  letteth  thee  to  folow  the  ryglite 
path,  wherein  thine  auncestors  haue  walked :  or  else  if  thou  do 
feele  tliy  sclfe  so  subiect  to  thyne  owne  wyll,  yeidc  thy  hearte  to 
some  otiier  place,  and   chose  some  mistressc  accordyng  to  thv 
worthynesse,  and  henceforth  doe  not  sow  thy  paynes  in  a  soyle  so 
barrayne  whereof  thou  reapest  no  fruycie:  the  tyme  approcheth 
when  al  the  dames  of  the  cyty  shal  assemble,  where  thou  mayst 
behold  sutch  one  as  shall  make  ihee  forget  thy  former  gryefs." 
Thys  younge   gcntieman   atteniyuely  hearyng  all   the  persuad- 
yng  reasons  of  hys  fryend,  began  somewhat  to  moderate  that  heate 
and  to  acknowledge  all  the  exhortatyous  which  hee  had  made 
to  be  directed   to   good  purpose:  and   then  determined   to  [>ut 
them   in  proofe,    and    to    be    present    indifferently    at     al    the 
feasts  and  assemblies  of  the  city,  without  bearing  affection  more 
to  one  womaa  than  to  an  other:  and  continued  in  thys  manner  of 
lyfe,  II.  or  III.  monthes,  thinking  by   that  meanes  to  quench  the 
sparks  of  auncient  flames-    It  chaunced  then  within  few  dayes 
after,  about  the  feast  of  Chrystmasse,  when  feasts  and  bankets 
most  commonly  be  vsed,  and  maskes  accordinge  to  the  custome 
frequented,  that  Anthonie  Capellet  being  the  chief  of  that  familye, 
and  one  of  the  principall  lords  of  the  city  too,  made  a  banket,  and 
for  the  better  solempnization   thereof,  inuited  all  the  noble  men 
and  dames,  to  which  feast  resorted  the  moste  parte  of  the  youth 
of  Verona.     The  family  of  the  Capellels  (as  we  haue  declared  in 
the  beginninge  of  thys  hystory)  was  at  variance  with  the  Montes- 
ches,  which  was  the  cause  that  none  of  that  family  repaired  to 
that  banket,  but  onelye  the  yong  gentleman  Khomeo,  who  came 
in  a  maske  after  supper  with  certaine  other  yong  gentlemen:  and 
after  tJiey  had  remained  a  certayne  space  with  their  visards  on, 
at  length  they  did  put  of  the  same,  and  Rhomeo  very  shamefast, 
withdrew  himself  into  a  corner  of  the  hall :  but  by  reason  of  (he 
light  of  the  torches  which  burned  very  bright,  he  was  by  and  by 
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the  royalties  of  the  feast,  and  felt  no  pleasure  in  hir  heart,  but 
vihen  she  bad  a  glimpse  by  throwing  or  receiuing  some  sight  or 
looke  of  Rhomeo.     And   after   they  had  contented  eche  othen 
troubled  heart  with  millions  of  amorous  lookes  which  oftentimet 
interchangeably  cncountred  and  met  together,  the  burning  beames 
gaue  sufficient  testimony  of  loue's  priuy  onsettes.     Loue  hauing 
made  the  heartes  breache  of  those  two  louers,  as  they  two  sought 
meanes  to  speake  together,  fortune  offered  them  a  very  meete  and 
apt  occasion.     A  certayne  lord  of  that  troupe  and  companye  tooke 
lulietta  by  the  hande  to  daunce,  wherein  shee   behaued  hir  selfe 
so  well,  and  wyth  so  excellent  grace,  as  shee  vianne  that  daye 
the  prise  of  honour  from  all  the  damosels  of  Verona.     Riiomeo, 
hauynge   foreseene  the  place  wherevnto  shee  mynded  to  retire, 
approcbed  the  same,  and  so  dyscretelye  vsed  the  matter,  as  hee 
founde  tlie  meanes  at  hir  returne  to  sit  beside  hir:  lulietta  when 
the  daunce  was  finished,  returned  to  the  very  place  where  she  was 
set  before,  and  was  placed  betwene  Rhomeo  and  an  other  gentle- 
man called  Mercutio,  which  was  a  courtlyke  gentleman,  very  well 
be  loued  of  all  men,  and  by  reason  of  his  pleasaunt  and  curteous 
behauior  was  in  euery  company  wel  intertayned.     Mercutio  that 
was  of  nudacit}'  among  maydens,  as  a  lyon  is  among  lambes,  seazed 
incontynently  vpon  the  hande  of  lulietta,  whose  hands  wontedly 
were  so  cold  both  in  wynter  and  sommer  as  the  mountayne  yce, 
although  the  fire's  heat  did  warm  the  same.     Rhomeo  whych  sat 
vppon  the  left  side  of  lulietta,  seynge  that  Mercutio  held  hir  by 
the  right  hand,  toke  hir  by  the  other  that  he  myght  not  be  deceiued 
of  his  purpose,  and  strayning  the  same  a  little,  he  felt  himself  so 
prest  wytli  that  newe  fauor,  as  he  remayned  mute,  not  able  to 
aunswer:  but  she  perceyuyng  by  his  chaunge  of  color,  that  the 
/anlt  proceded  of  the  vehemence  of  loue,  desyryng  to  speake  vnto 
bym,  turned  hir   selfe  towards   hym,  and  wyth   tremblyng  voyce 
iovned  with  virginal  shamefastnesse,  intermedled  witli  a  oertayn 
basbfulnesse,  sayd  to  hym:  "  Blessed  be  the  houre  of  your  neare 
approche:"  but  myndiog  to  procede  in  further  taike,  loue  had  so 
closed  vp  hir  moutlt,  as  she  was  not  able  to  end  hir  tale.     Wher 
unto  the  yong  gentleman  all  rauished  with  ioy  and  contentation, 
sighing,  asked  hir  what  was  the  cause  of  that  ryght  fortunate 
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the  new  wound  in  hir  heart,  called  an  olde  gentlewoman  of  honor 
which  had  nurssed  hir  and  brought  hir  vp,  vnto  whom  she  sayd 
leaning  vpon  hir  shoulder :  "  Mother,  what  two  yong  gentlemen 
be  they  which  first  goe  forth  with  the  two  torches  before  them." 
Vnto  whome  the  old  gentlewoman  told  the  name  of  the  houses 
wherof  they  came.     Then  she  asked  hir  agaioe,  what  young  gen- 
tleman that  was  nhich  holdeth  the  visarde  in  his  hand,  wyth  the 
damaske  cloke  about  hym.     "  It  is"  (quod  she>  "  Romeo  Mon- 
tesche,  the  sonne  of  youre  father's  capytall  enimye  and  deadly  foe 
to  all  your  kinne."     But  the  mayden  at  the  onely  name  of  Mon- 
tesche  was  altogyther  amazed,  despayrynge  for  euer  to  attayne  to 
husband  hir  great  affectyoned  fryend  Rhomeo,  for  the  auncyent 
hatreds  betwcene  those  two  families.     Neuerthelesse  she  knewe 
so  well  how  to  dissemble  hir  grief  and  discontented  minde,  as  the 
olde  gentlewoman  percciued  nothing,  who  then  began  to  persuade 
hir  to  retire  into  hir  chamber:  whom  she  obeyed,  and  being  in  bed, 
thinking  to  take  hir  wonted  rest,  a  great  tempest  of  diuers  thouglites 
began  to  enuiron  and  trouble  hir  mynde,  in  sutch  wyse  as  shee 
was  not  able  to  close  hir  eyes,  but  turoingc  heere  and  there,  fanta- 
sied  diuers  things  in  hir  thought,  sometimes  purposed  to  cut  of  the 
whole  attempte  of  that  amorous  practise,  sometimes  to  continue 
the  same.     Thus  was  the  poore  pucell  vexed  with  two  contriiries, 
the  one  comforted  hir  to  pursue  hir  intent,  the  other  proposed  the 
immynente  perill  wherevnto  vndj'scretly  she  headlong  threwe  hir 
self:  and  after  she  had  wandred  of  long  time  in  this  amorous  labe- 
rinth,  she  knew  not  whereuppon  to  resolue,  but  wept  incessantly, 
and  accused  hir  self,  saying  :  "  Ah,  caitife  and  myserable  creature, 
from  whence  do  rise  these  vnaccustomed  trauayles  which  I  feele 
in  mynde,  prouokynge  mee  to  loose  my  reste:  but  infortunate 
wretch,  what  doe  1  know   if  that  yong  gentleman  doe  loue  mee 
as  hee  sayeth.     It  may  be  vnder  the  vaile  of  sugred  woordes  he 
goeth  about  to  steale  away  mine  honore,  to  be  reuenged  of  my 
parentes  whych  haue  offended  his,  and  by  that  meanes  to  my  euer- 
lastyng  reproche  to  make  me  the  fable  of  the  Verona  people." 
Afterwardes  sodainly  as  she  condempned  that  which  she  suspect- 
ed in  the  beginning,  sayd :  "  Is  it  possible  that  vnder  sutch  beau- 
tye  and  rare  comelynesse,  dysloyaltye  and  treason  may  haue  theyr 
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ofsutch  estimation  wyth  me,  but  that  I  coulde  vouclisafe  tosacrj- 
fice  the  same  for  your  sake :  and  altboughe  my  tnyshappe  had  bene 
■o  greate,  as  to  bee  dyspatched  in  that  place,  yet  had  I  no  cause 
to  be  sorrye  therefore,  excepte  it  had  bene  by  ios^'nge  the  meants, 
and  way  how  to  make  you  vndcrstande  the  good  wyll  and  duety 
which  I  beare  3'ou,  desyrynge  not  to  conserue  the  same  for  anye 
commodytye  that  I  hope  to  haue  thereby,  nor  for  anye  other 
respecte,  but  onelye  to  loue,  serue,  and  honor  you,  so  long  as 
breath  shai  remaine  in  me."  So  soone  as  he  had  made  an  end  of 
his  taike,  loue  and  pity  began  to  seaze  vpon  the  heart  of  lulietta, 
and  leaning  hir  head  vpon  hir  hand,  hauing  hir  face  all  besprent 
wyth  teares,  she  said  vnto  Rhomeo :  "  Syr  Rhomeo,  1  pray  you 
not  to  renue  that  grief  agayne :  fur  the  oneJy  memory  of  sutch 
inconuenyence,  maketh  me  to  counterpoyse  betwene  death  and 
lyfe,  my  heart  being  so  vnited  with  yours,  as  you  cannot  receyue 
the  least  iniury  in  this  world,  wherein  I  shall  not  be  so  great  a 
partaker  as  your  self:  beseechyng  you  for  conclusion,  that  if  you 
desire  your  owne  health  and  mine,  to  declare  vnto  me  in  fewe 
wordes  what  youre  determy  nation  is  to  attaine:  for  if  you  couetany 
other  secrete  thing  at  my  handes,  more  than  myne  bonoure  can 
well  allowe,  you  are  raaruelously  deceiued  :  but  if  your  desire  be 
godly,  and  that  the  frendship  which  you  protest  to  beare  mee,  be 
founded  vppon  vertue,  and  to  bee  concluded  by  maryage,  recei- 
oing  me  for  your  wyfe  and  lawfull  spouse,  you  shall  haue  sutch 
part  in  me,  as  whereof  without  any  regard  to  the  obedience  and 
reuerence  that  I  owe  to  my  parentes,  or  to  the  auncient  enimity  of 
cure  famylyes,  I  wyll  make  you  the  onely  lord  and  mayster  ouer 
me,  and  of  all  the  thyngys  that  I  possesse,  being  prest  and  ready 
in  all  poyntes  to  folow  your  commaundement :  but  if  your  intent  be 
otherwyse,  and  thinke  to  reape  the  fruycte  of  my  virginity,  vnder 
pretense  of  wanton  amity,  you  be  greatly  deceiued,  and  doe  pray 
you  to  auoide  and  suffer  me  from  henceforth  to  lyue  in  rest  amongs 
myne  equals."  Rhomeo  whych  looked  for  none  other  tbyng,  hold- 
ing vp  his  handes  to  the  heauens,  wyth  incredible  ioy  and  con- 
tentation,  aunswered  :  "  Madame,  for  so  mulch  as  it  hath  pleased 
yon  to  doe  me  that  honour  to  accepte  me  for  sutch  a  one,  1  accorde 
and  consent  to  your  request,  and  do  offer  vnto  you  the  best  part 
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siona  were  not  able  to  rcuoke  his  promyse.  Wherefore  the  frier 
vanquished  with  his  stubbornesse,  and  also  forecasting  in  his  uiynde 
that  the  mariage  might  be  some  meanes  of  reconciliation  of  those 
two  houses,  in  th'end  agreed  to  his  request,  intreating  him,  that  he 
myght  haue  one  dayesrespit  for  leysure  to  excogitate  what  was  best 
to  be  done.  But  if  Rliomeo  for  his  part  was  carefull  to  prouide  for  his 
afTayres,  lulietta  lykewise  did  her  indeuour.  For  seeing  that  shee 
had  none  about  her  to  whom  she  might  discouer  hir  passions,  shee 
deuised  to  impart  the  whole  to  hir  nurse  which  lay  in  her  chamber, 
appoyncted  to  wayte  vppon  hir,  to  wbom  she  committed  the 
intier  secrets  of  the  loue  betwene  Rhooieo  and  hir.  Aad  althougi: 
the  olde  woman  in  the  begtnninge  resisted  lulietta  hir  intent,  yet 
in  the  ende  she  knew  so  wel  how  to  persuade  and  win  hir,  that  she 
promised  in  att  that  she  was  able  to  do,  to  be  at  hir  commaunde- 
ment.  And  then  she  sent  hir  with  all  diligence  to  speake  to 
Rhomeo,  and  to  know  of  hiui  by  what  meaaes  they  might  be 
maried,  and  that  he  would  do  hir  to  vnderstand  the  determination 
betwene  fryer  Laurence  and  him.  Whom  Rhomeo  aunswered,  how 
the  first  day  wherein  he  had  informed  fryer  Laurence  of  the  matter, 
the  sayde  fryer  deferred  aunswere  vntil  the  next,  which  was  the  very 
same,  and  that  it  was  not  past  one  houre  sithens  he  returned  with 
finall  resolution,  and  that  frier  Laurence  and  he  bad  deuised,  that 
ahe  the  Saterday  following,  should  craue  leaue  of  hir  mother  to  go 
to  confession,  and  to  repayre  to  the  church  of  Saynct  Francis, 
where  in  a  certayne  chappell  secretly  they  should  be  maried,  prat- 
ing hir  in  any  wyse  not  to  fayle  to  be  there.  Which  thiage  she 
brought  to  passe  with  sutch  discretion,  as  hir  mother  agreed  to  hir 
request:  and  accompanied  onely  wythhir  gouernesse, andayoung 
mayden,  she  repayred  thither  at  the  determined  day  and  tyme. 
And  so  soone  as  she  was  entred  the  church,  she  called  for  the  good 
doctor  fryer  Laurence,  vnto  whom  answere  were  made  that  he  was 
in  the  shriuing  chappell,  and  forthwith  aduerlisement  was  gieuen 
him  of  hir  comming.  So  soone  as  fryer  Laurence  was  certified  of 
lulietta,  hee  went  into  the  body  of  the  church,  and  willed  the  old© 
woman  and  yong  mayden  to  go  heare  seruice,  and  that  when  hee 
had  heard  the  confession  of  lulietta,  he  would  send  for  them 
agayn.     lulietta  beingc  entred  a  little  cell  wyth  frier  Laurence, 
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apo3'ncted   honre  come,   Rhoineo  put  on   the  most  sumptuous 
appareli  bee  had,  and  coaducted  by  good  ibrtuoe  neere  to  tlie 
place  where  his  heart  tooke  lyfe,  was  so  fully  determined  of  hys 
purpose,  aseasily  iiee  clymed  vp  the  garden  wall.    Beinge  arriued 
hard  to  the  wyndow,  heperceyucd  iulietta,  who  had  already  so  well 
fastned  the  ladder  to  draw  him  vp,  as  without  any  daunger  at  a}], 
be  enired  hir  chnmbre,  which  was  so  clere  fis  the  day,  by  reason  of 
the  tapers  of  virgin  wax,  which  Iulietta  had  caused  to  be  lighted, 
that  she  might  the  better  beholde  hir  Khomeo.     Iulietta  for  hir 
part,  was  but  in  hir  night  kerchief:  who  sosooneais  sheperceyue<l 
him  colled  him  about  the  neck,  and  after  shee  had  kissed  and  rv 
kissetl  hym  a  million  of  times,  began  to  imbrace  hym  betwenehir 
armes,  hauing  no  power  to  speake  vnto  hira,  but  by  sighes  onely, 
holding  hir  mouth  close  against  his,  and  being  in  this  traunee 
beheld  him  with   pitifull  eye,  which  made  him  to  Hue  and  die 
together.     And  afterwards  somewhat  come  to  hir  selfe,  shesayd 
witli  sighes  deepely  fetched  from  the  bottom  of  hir  heart:  "  Ah 
Rhomeo,  the  exam  pier  of  al  vertue  and  gentlenes,  most  hartely 
welcome  to  this  place,  wherein  for  your  lacke,  and  absence,  and 
for  feare  of  your  person,  I  haue  gushed  forth  so  many  teares  as  the 
spring  is  almost  dry  :  but  now  that  I  hold  you  betwen  my  armes, 
let  death  and  fortune  doe  what  they  list.     For  I  count  my  selfe 
more  than  satisfied  of  all  my  sorrowes  past,  by  the  fauour  alone  of 
your  presence."     Whom  Rhomeo  with  weeping  eye,  giuing  ouer 
silence  aunswered  :  "  Madame,  for  somutch  as  I  neuer  receyued  so 
mutch  of  fortune's  grace,  as  to  make  you  feele  by  liueiy  experience 
what  power  you  had  ouer  me,  and  the  torment  euery  minute  of  the 
day  sustained  for  your  occasion,  I  do  assure  you  the  least  grief 
that  vexeth  me  for  your  absence,  is  a  thousand  times  more  payne- 
full  than  death,  which  long  time  or  this  had  cut  of  the  threede  of 
my  lyfe,  if  the  hope  of  this  happy  iourney  had  not  bene,  which 
paying  mee  now  the  iust  tribute  of  my  weepings  past,  maketh  me 
better  content,  and  more  glad,  than  if  the  whole  worlde  were  at 
my  commaundement,  beseeching  you  (without  further  memory  of 
auncient  griefe)  to  take  aduice  iu  tyuie  to  come  how  we  may  con- 
tent our  passionate  hearts,  and  to  sort  our  afl'ayres  with   lutch 
wysedoroe  and  discretion,  as  our  enimies  without  ad uantage  may 
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might  from  that  time  forth  no  memory  of  ihem  be  left  at  all.  The 
rumoure  of  this  fray  was  disperssed  througliout  al  the  corners  of 
Verona,  that  succour  might  come  from  all  paries  of  the  cilty 
to  depart  the  same.  Whereof  Rhomeo  aduertized,  who  walked 
aloDges  the  citty  with  certayne  of  his  companions,  hasted  him 
speadily  to  the  place  where  the  slaugliter  of  his  parents  and  alies 
were  committed :  and  after  he  had  well  aduised  and  hcholden 
many  wounded  and  hurt  on  both  sides,  hesayd  to  h3's  companions: 
*'  My  frends  let  vs  part  them,  for  they  be  so  flesht  one  vpon  aa 
other,  as  will  all  be  hewed  to  pieces  before  the  game  be  done." 
And  saying  so,  he  thrust  himselfe  amids  the  troupe,  and  did  no 
more  but  part  the  blowes  on  eyther  side,  crying  vpon  them  aloud: 
"My  freends,  no  more,  it  is  time  henceforth  that  ourquarel  cease. 
For  besides  the  prouocation  of  God's  iust  wrath,  our  two  families 
be  siaunderous  to  the  whole  world,  and  are  the  cause  that  this 
common  wealth  doth  grow  vnto  disorder."  But  lliey  were  so  egre 
■and  furious  one  agaynsl  the  other,  as  they  gaue  no  audience  to 
Uhomeo  his  councel,  and  bent  theymselues  too  kyll,  dysmember 
and  teareeche  other  in  pieces.  And  the  fyght  was  so  cruell  and 
outragious  bet weene  them  as  they  which  looked  on,  were  amased 
to  see  theym  endure  those  blowes,  for  the  grounde  was  all  couered 
with  armes,  legges,  thighes,  and  bloude,  wherein  no  signe  of  coward- 
nes  appeared,  and  maynlayned  their  feyghte  so  loage,  that  none 
was  able  to  iudge  who  hadde  the  better,  vntill  that Thibault cousin 
to  lulietta  inflamed  with  ire  and  rage,  turned  towardcs  Rhomeo 
thinkinge  with  a  pricke  to  runne  him  through.  But  he  was  so  tvel 
armed  and  defended  with  a  priuye  coate  whiche  heworeordin;irily 
for  the  doubt  he  had  of  the  Capeilets,  as  the  pricke  rebounded  : 
vnto  whom  Rhomeo  made  answeare:  "  Thibault  thou  maiest 
know  by  the  pacience  which  I  haue  had  vntill  this  present  tyme, 
that  I  came  not  hether  to  fyght  with  thee  or  thyne,  but  to  seeke 
peace  and  attoneniente  betweene  vs,  and  if  thou  thinkesi  that  for 
defaulte  of  courage  I  haue  fayled  myneendeuor,  thou  doestgreate 
wronge  to  my  reputacion.  And  impute  thys my  suffrance  to  some 
other  perticular  respecte,  rather  than  to  wnnte  ofstomacke.  Wher- 
fore  abuse  mee  not  but  be  content  with  this  greate  effusion  of 
bloude  and  murders  already  committed.    And  prouoke  mee  not 
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I  beseeche  thee  to  passe  the  boundes  of  my  good  will  and  mynde." 
"  Ah  traitor,"  sayd  Thibaulte, "  thou  thinkeste  to  saue  thy  selfe  by 
the  plotte  of  thy  pleasaunt  tounge,  but  see  that  thou  defende  thy 
selfe,  els  presently  1  will  make  thee  feele  that  thy  tounge  shal  not 
gard  thy  corps,  nor  yet  be  the  buckler  to  defende  the  same  from 
present  death."  And  saying  so,  he  gaue  him  a 'blow  witli  such 
furye,  as  liadde  not  other  warded  the  same  bee  had  cutte  of  bis 
heade  from  his  shoulders,  and  theone  was  no  readyer  to  lende, bat 
•the  other  incontinentlye  was  able  lo  paye  agayne,  for  hee  being 
not  onelye  wroth  with  the  biowe  that  hee  had  receiued,  but  offended 
with  the  iniury  which  the  other  had  don,  began  to  pursue  his 
ennemy  with  suche  courage  and  viuucity,  as  at  the  third  blowe 
with  his  swerd  hee  caused  him  to  fall  backewarde  starke  deade 
vppon  the  ground  with  a  prieke  vehementlye  thruste  into  his 
ihrote,  whiche  hee  followed  till  hys  sworde  appeared  ihroughe  the 
hynder  parte  of  the  same,  by  reason  wherof  the  conflicte  ceassed. 
For  besides  that  Tbibault  was  the  chiefe  of  his  companye  he  was 
also  borne  of  one  of  the  noblest  houses  within  the  cittye,  which 
caused  the  potestate  to  assemble  his  souldiers  with  diligence  for 
the  apprehension  and  imprisonment  of  Rhomeo,  who  seyeng  yl 
itbrtune  at  hand,  in  secrete  wise  conuayed  him  selfe  to  fryer 
Laurence  at  the  friers  Franciscanes.  And  the  fryer  vnderstandinge 
of  liis  facte,  kepte  him  in  a  certayne  secrete  place  of  his  couenlc 
vntil  fortune  did  otherwyse  prouyde  for  his  safe  goinge  abroade. 
The  bruite  spred  throughout  the  citty,  of  this  chaunce  don  vpon 
the  lorde  Tbibault,  the  Capellets  in  mourning  wecdes  caused  the 
deade  bodye  to  be  caryed  before  the  sygnory  of  Verona,  so  well  to 
moue  them  topytty,as  to  demaunde  iustice  for  the  murder:  before 
whom  came  also  the  Montesches,  declaryng  the  innocencye  of 
Rhomeo,  and  the  wilfull  assault  of  the  other.  The  councell  assem- 
bled and  witnesses  heard  on  both  partes  a  straight  commaunde- 
mente  was  geuen  by  the  lorde  of  the  cittye  to  geeue  ouer  theixe 
weapons,  and  touchinge  the  offence  of  Rhomeo,  because  he  hadde 
killed  the  other  in  his  owne  defence,  he  was  banished  Verona  for 
cuer.  This  common  misfortune  published  throughout  the  citty, 
was  generally  sorowed  and  lamented.  Som  complayned  the  death 
of  the  lorde  Tbibault,  so  well  for  his  dexteritye  in  armes  as  for  the 
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hope  of  his  great  good  seruice  in  time  to  come,  if  hee  hadde  not 
bene  prenented  by  sotch  cruell  death.  Other  bewailed  (specially 
the  ladies  and  gentlewomen)  the  ouerthrow  of  yong  Rhomeo, 
who  besides  his  beauty  and  good  grace  wherwith  he  was  enriched^ 
had  a  certayne  naturall  allurement,  by  vertue  whereof  he  drew 
vnto  him  the  hearts  of  eche  man,  like  as  the  stony  adamante  doth 
the  cancred  iron,  in  sutch  wise  as  the  whole  nation  and  people  of 
Verona  lamented  hismischaunce:  butaboueallinfortunatelulietta, 
who  aduertised  both  of  the  death  of  hir  cosin  Thibault,  and  of 
the  banishment  of  hir  husband,  made  the  ayre  sound  with  infinite 
number  of  roornefull  playuts  and  miserable  lamentations.  Then 
feeling  hirselfe  to  mutch  outraged  with  extreeme  passion,  she 
went  into  hir  chamber, and ouercome  with  sorrowe  threwe  hirselfe 
vpon  hir  bed,  where  she  began  to  reinforce  hir  dolor  after  so 
straunge  fashion,  as  the  most  constant  would  haue  bene  moued  to 
pitty.  Then  like  one  out  of  hir  wits,  she  gazed  hecre  and  there, 
and  by  fortune  beholding  the  window  whereat  Rhomeo  was  wont 
to  enter  into  hir  chamber,  cried  out :  "  Oh  vnhappy  windowe,  oh 
entry  most  vnlucky,  wherein  were  wouen  the  bitter  toyle  of  my 
former  mishaps,  if  by  thy  meanes  I  haue  receyued  at  other  tymes 
some  light  pleasure  or  transitory  contentation,  thou  now  makest  me 
pay  a  tribute  so  rigorous  and  paynefull,  asmy  tender  body  notable 
any  longer  to  support,  the  same,  shall  henceforth  open  the  gate  to 
that  lyfe  where  the  ghost  discharged  from  this  mortal  burden,  shal 
seeke  in  some  place  els  more  assured  rest.  Ah  Rhomeo,  Rhomeo, 
when  acquayntaunce  first  began  betweene  vs,  and  reclined  myne 
raresvnto  thy  suborned  promisses,  confirmed  with  so  many  otbes, 
I  would  ncuer  haue  beleeued  that  in  place  of  our  continued  amyty, 
and  in  appeasing  of  the  hatred  of  our  houses,  thou  wouldest  haue 
sought  occasion  to  breake  the  same  by  an  acte  so  sbamefull,  whereby 
thy  fame  shall  be  spotted  for  euer,  and  I  miserable  wretch  deso- 
late of  spouse  and  companion.  But  if  thou  lisddest  beene  so 
gready  after  tiie  CappcUetts  bloud,  wherefore  didst  thou  spare  the 
deare  bloud  of  mine  owne  heart  when  so  many  tymes,  and  in  sutch 
secret  place  the  same  was  at  the  mercy  of  thy  cruell  handes  i  The 
victory  which  thou  shouldest  haue  gotten  ouer  me,  had  it  not  bene 
glorious   inough  for  thine  ambitious  minde,  but  for  more  trium- 
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cannot  tel  from  whence  this  joure  behauiour  and  that  immode- 
rate heauines  doe  proceede,  but  wel  I  wot  that  within  this  houre 
I  thought  to  haue  accompanied  you  to  the  graue."     "  Alas  good 
molheP'  (aunswered  woful  luiietta)  "  do  you  not  most  euidentiy 
perceiue  and  see  what  iust  cause  I  haue  too  sorrow  and  compiayne, 
loosyng  at  one  instante  two  persons  of  the  world  which  wer  vnto 
mee  most  deare?"    "  Methinke,"  aunsweared  the  good  woman, 
that  it  is  not  seemely  for  a  gentlewoman  of  your  degree  to  fell 
into  such  ex tremetye:  forinlynieof  tribulation  wysedomesliould 
most  preuaile.     And  if  the  lord  Thibault  be  deade  do  you  thinke 
to  get  him  agayn  by  leares  ?    What  is  he  that  doth  not  accuse  his 
ouermutch  presumption :  woulde  you  that  Rhomeo  liadtl  done  that 
wronge  to  him,  and  hys  house,  to  suffer  himselfe  outraged  and 
assayled  by  one  to  whom  in  manhoode  and  prowesse  he  is  not 
inferioure?     Sufficeth  you  that  Rhomeo  is  alyue,  and  his  affayres 
in  sutche  estate  whoe  in  tyme  may  be  called  home  agayne  from 
banishmente,  for  he  is  a  grcate  lorde,  and  as  you  know  well  allied 
and  fauored  of  all  men,  wherefore  arme  your  selfe  from  henceforth 
with  pacyence :  for  albeit  that  fortune  doth  eslraunge  him  from 
you  for  a  tyme,  yet  sure  I  am,  that  hereafter  shee  will  restore  him 
vnto  you  agayne  wyth  greater  ioye  and  conlentatyon  than  before. 
And  to  the  ende  that  wee  bee  better  assured  in  what  state  he  is, 
yf  you  wyll  promyse  me  to  gyue  ouer  your  heauynesse,  I  wyll  to 
daye  knowe  of  fryer  Laurence  whether  he  is  gone."    To  which  re- 
quest luiietta  agreed,  and  then  the  good   woman  repayred  to  S. 
Frauncis,  wher  shee  founde  fryer  Laurence  who  tolde  lier  that  tlie 
same  nyghte  Rhomeo  would  not  fayle  at  hys  accustomed  houre 
to  visite  luiietta,  and  there  to  do  hir  to  vnderstande  what   he 
purposed  to  doe  in  tyme  to  come.   This  iomey  then  fared  like  the 
voiages  of  mariners,  who  after  they  haue  ben  tost  by  greate  and 
troublous  tempest  seeyng  some  sunne  beame  pearce  the  heauens 
to  lyghten  the  lande,  assure  themselues  agayne,  and  ihinkinge  to 
bane  auoyded  sliipwracke,  and  sodaynlye  the   seas  begynne   to 
swell,  the  wanes  do  roare  with  sutch  vehemence  and  noysc,  as  if 
they  were  fallen  agayne  into  greater  danger  than  before.     The  as- 
signed hour  come,  Rhomeo  fayled  not  accordinge  to  hys  promise 
to  bee  in  his  garden,  where  he  found  his  furniture  prest  to  mount 
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of  loiietta,  irbo  widi  displayed  armes,   began  sa 
mayghtly  to  imbraoe  hrm,  as  it  seemed  that  tbe  soole  would  haae 
ahaa^oac4  btr  bodj.     And  tbey  two  more  than  a  large  qaarter  of 
an  baar  were  in  aitcb  agoay,  as  they  were  not  able  to  pronounce 
oae  woid,  and  wetting  ech  others  fiace  fast  closed  together,  the 
Hans  trickeled  dowae  in  sutch  abandance  as  they  seemed  to  be 
tkroogfalj  bathed  therein,  which  Rhomeo  perceyuing,  thinking  to 
fCaj  tbose  immoderate  teares,  sayd  vnto  hir:  *'  Myneowne  dearest 
freend  lulietta,  I  am  not  now  determined  to  recite  the  particulars 
of  the  straang  bappes  of  fiayle  and  inconstaunte  fortune,  who  in  a 
moment  hoisteth  a  man  vp  to  the  hyghest  degree  of  hir  wheele, 
aad  by  and  by,  in  lesse  space  than  in  the  twynckeiing  of  an  eye, 
■be  tfarowetb  hym  downe  agayne  so  lowe,  as  more  misery  is  pre- 
pared for  him  in  one  day,  than  tiauour  in  one  hundred  yeares :  whych 
I  now  prone,  and  Itaue  experience  in  my  selfe,  which  haue  bene 
nourished  delicately  amonges  my  frends,  and  maynteyned  in  sutch 
prosperous  state,  as  you  doe  little  know,  (hoping  for  the  iiill  per- 
fection of  my  felicity)  by  meanes  of  our  mariage  to  haue  recon- 
ciled our  parents,  and  frends,  and  to  conduct  the  residue  of  my 
lyfe,  according  to  the  scope  and  lot  determined  by  Almighty  God; 
and  neuerthelesse  all  royne  enterprises  be  put  backe,  and  my  pur- 
poses toumed  cleane  contrary,  in  sutch  wise  as  from  hencefortli  I 
must  wander  lyke  a  vagabonde   tiiruugh    diuers  prouinces,   and 
sequestrate  my  selfe  from  my  frends,  wythout  assured  place  of 
myne  abode,  whych  I  desire  to  let  you  weete,  to  tiie  intent  vou 
may  be  exhorted,  in  tynie  to  come,  paciently  to  beare  so  well 
myne  absence,  as  that  whych  itshal  please  God  to  appoint."    But 
lulietta,  a!  affrighted  wyth  tearcii  and  mortal  agonies,  would  not 
suffer  hym  to  passe  any  further,  but  interruptinge  his  purpose, 
sayd  vnto  hym:  "  Khomeo,  how  canst  thou  be  so  harde  hearted 
and  voyde  of  all  pity,  to  leaue  niee  heere  alone,  besieged  with  so 
man^'e  dead  lye  myseries?     There  is  neythcr  houre  nor  minute, 
wherein  death  dotli  not  appearc  a  thousand  tymes  before  mee,  and 
yet  niy  missehappe  is  sutch,  as  I   can  not  dye,  and  therefore  doe 
many  festive  perceyue,  that  the  same  death  preserueih  my  lyfe, 
of  purpose  to  delight  in  my  gryefes,  and  tryumphe  ouer  my  euyls. 
And  thou  lyke  the  mynister  and  ty  rante  of  hir  cruelty,  doest  make 
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no  conscience  (for  ought  that  T  can  see)  hauing  atclilcued  the 
sumrae  of  thy  desyres  and  pleasures  on  me,  to  abandon  and  for* 
sake  me:  whereby  I  well  perceyue,  that  all  the  lawes  of  anuty 
are  deade  and  vtterly  extinguyshed,  forsomutch  as  he  in  wliom 
I  had  greatest  hope  and  confidence,  and  for  whose  sake  I  am  be- 
come an  enimy  to  my  self,  doth  disdayne  and  contemne  me.  No, 
no  Rhomeo,  thou  must  fully  resolue  thy  selfe  vppon  one  of  these 
ir.  points,  either  to  see  me  incontinently  throwen  down  head- 
long from  this  high  window  after  tliec :  or  else  to  suffer  me  to  ac- 
company thee  into  that  countrey  or  place  whither  fortune  shallguide 
thee:  for  my  heart  is  so  mutch  transformed  into  thine,  that  so 
soooe  as  I  shall  vnderstande  of  thy  departure,  presently  my  lyfe 
will  depart  this  wofnii  body:  the  continuance  whereof  I  doe  not 
desire  for  any  other  purpose,  but  only  to  delight  my  selfe  in  thy 
presence,  to  bee  pertaker  of  thy  misfortunes:  and  therefore  if  euer 
there  lodged  any  pity  in  the  heart  of  gentleman,  I  beseeche  the 
Rhomeo  with  al  humility,  that  it  may  now  finde  place  in  thee,  and 
that  thou  wilt  vouchsafe  to  receyue  me  for  thy  seruauiit,  and  the 
faithful  companion  of  thy  mishaps:  and  if  thou  thinkethatthou  canst 
not  conueniently  receyue  me  in  the  estate  and  habite  of  a  wyfe,  who 
shall  let  me  tochaungemyneapparell?  Shall  I  be  the  first  that  have 
vsed  ly  ke  shiftes,  to  escape  the  tyranny  of  paren  tes  f  Doste  thou  doubt 
that  my  seruice  will  not  bee  so  good  vnto  thee  as  that  of  Petre  thy 
seruaunteP  Wyll  my  loyal tye  and  fidelity  be  lesse  than  his?  My 
beauty  which  at  other  tymes  thou  hast  so  greatly  commended,  it  is 
not  esteemed  of  thee?  my  teares,myloue,and  the  aunciente  pleasures 
and  delights  that  you  haue  taken  in  meeshal  they  be  in  obiiuyon  r" 
Rhomeo  seinghirin  these  alterations,  fearing  that  worsse  inconue- 
oience  would  chaunce,  tooke  hir  agayne  betweene  hys  armes,  and 
kissing  hir  amorously,  sayd:  "  lulietta,  the  onely  mistresse  of 
my  heart,  I  pr.iy  thee  in  the  name  of  God,  and  for  the  feruent 
loue  wh3'ch  thou  bearest  vnto  me,  to  doe  away  those  vayne  cogita- 
tions, excepte  thou  nieane  to  seeke  and  hazard  the  destruction  of 
vs  both :  for  yf  thou  perseuer  in  this  purpose,  there  is  no  remedye 
but  wee  muste  both  perish  :  for  so  soone  as  thyne  absence  shalbe 
knowen,  thy  father  will  make  sutch  earnest  pursute  after  vs,  that 
we  cannot  choose  but  be  discried  and  taken,  and  in  the  ende  cruelijr 
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punished,  I  as  a  tlieefe  and  stealer  of  thee,  and  thou  as  a  dysobe- 
dyent  daughter  to  thy  father:  and  so  in  stead  of  pieasaunt  and 
qui^et  lyfe,  our  daycs  shalbe  abridged  by  most  shamefull  death. 
But  if  thou  wylt  recline  thy  self  to  reason,  (the  ryght  rule  of 
humane  lyfe,)  and  for  the  lyme  abandon  our  inutuall  delyghfs,  I 
will  take  sutch  order  in  the  time  of  my  banishment,  as  within  three 
orfouremontiiswythouteany  delay,  I  shalbe  reuoked  home  agayne: 
but  if  it  fall  out  otherwyse  (as  I  trust  not,)  howsoeuer  it  happen, 
I  wyll  come  agayne  vnto  thee,  and  with  the  helpe  of  my  fryendes 
wyil  fetch  the  from  Verona  by  strong  hand,  not  in  counterfeil 
apparell  as  a  straunger,  but  lyke  my  spouse  and  perpetual!  com- 
panion :  in  the  nieane  time  quyet  your  selfe,  and  be  sure  that 
nuthing  else  but  death  shall  deuide  and  put  vs  a  sunder."  The 
reasons  of  Rhomeo  so  mutch  preuailed  with  lulietta,  as  shee  made 
hym  thys  aunswere :  "  My  deare  frycnd,  I  wyll  doe  nothing  con- 
trary to  your  wyll  and  pleasure:  and  to  what  place  so  euer  yoa 
repayre,  my  hearle  shall  bee  your  owne,  in  like  sorte  as  you  haue 
giuen  yours  to  be  mine:  in  the  meane  while  I  pray  you  not  to 
faile  oftentimes  to  aduertise  me  by  frier  Laurence,  in  what  state 
your  affaires  be,  and  specially  of  the  place  of  your  abode."  Thus 
these  two  pore  louers  passed  the  night  togither,  vntil  the  day 
began  to  appeare  which  did  dyuyde  them,  to  their  extreame 
•orrow  and  grycf.  Rhomeo  hauinge  taken  leaue  of  lulietta,  went 
to  S.  Fraunces,  and  after  he  hadde  aduertysed  frier  Laurence  of 
his  affaires,  departed  from  Verona  in  the  habit  of  a  marchaunt 
itraunger,  and  vsed  sutch  expedytyon,  as  without  hurt  he  arriucd 
at  Mantua,  (accompanied  onely  wyth  Petre  his  seruaunt,  whome 
hec  hastily  sente  backe  agayne  to  Verona,  to  seme  his  father) 
where  he  tooke  a  house:  and  lyuyng  in  honorable  compaaye, 
assayed  certayne  monthes  to  put  away  the  gryefe  whych  so  tor- 
mented him.  But  durvng  the  lyme  of  his  absence,  miserable 
lulietta  could  not  so  cloke  hir  sorrow,  but  that  through  the  euyll 
colour  of  hir  face,  hir  inwarde  passion  was  discryed :  by  reason 
wht-rcof  hir  mother,  who  heard  hir  oftentimes  sighing,  and  inces- 
•antly  complayning,  coulde  not  forbeare  to  say  vnto  hir: 
**  Daughter,  if  vou  continue  long  after  thys  sort,  you  wyll  hasten 
tbtdaaib  of  yourguotl  father  and  me,  who  loue  you  so  dearely  as 
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OJir  owne  lyucs:  wlierrforc  Itenceforlh  modrrate  your  hcaiiinesse, 
and  endeuor  your  self  to  be  inery  :  tliitik  no  more  vpon  tlie  dcalli 
ot'yourcosin  Thibault,  wliome(sith  it  pleased  God  local  away)  do 
you  thinke  to  reuoke  wyth  teares, and  so  witliatande  hisalmighiye 
willf"  But  the  pore  gentlewoman  not  able  to  dyssemble  hir 
griefe,  sayd  vnto  hir:  "  Madame,  long  time  it  is  sithenslhc  last 
teares  for  Thibault  were  poured  forth,  and  1  beleue  that  the  foun- 
tayne  is  so  well  soked  and  dried  vp,  as  no  more  will  spryiig  in  that 
place."  The  mother  which  could  not  tell  to  what  effect  those 
woords  were  spoken  held  hir  peace,  for  feare  she  should  trouble 
hir  daughter:  and  certayne  dayes  after  seeing  hir  to  continue  in 
heauinesse  and  cuntinuall  griefs,  assaied  by  al  meaues  possible  to 
know,aswell  of  hir,  as  of  other  the  housholde  seruauntes,  the  oc- 
casion of  their  sorrow,  but  al  in  vayne  :  wherwith  the  pore  mother 
▼exed  beyonde  measure,  purposed  to  let  the  lord  Antonio  hir  hus- 
band to  vnderstand  the  case  of  hir  daughter:  and  vppon  a  day 
seeing  him  at  conuenient  leisure,  she  sayd  vnto  him :  "  My  lord, 
if  you  haue  marked  the  countenaunce  of  our  daughter,  and  hir 
kinde  of  behauior  sithens  the  death  of  the  lord  Thibault  hir  cosyn, 
you  shall  perceiue  so  straunge  mutation  in  hir,  as  il  wilt  make  3'ou 
to  maruell,  for  she  is  not  onely  contented  to  forgoe  meate,  drinke 
and  slepe,  but  she  spendcth  hir  tyme  in  nothing  else  than  in 
weeping  and  lamentatyon,  delighting  to  kepe  hir  selfe  solytarye 
>rythtD  hir  chamber,  where  she  tormenteth  hir  self  so  outragiously 
asyf  wee  take  not  heede,  hir  lyfe  is  to  be  doubted,  and  not  able 
to  knowe  the  oryginall  of  hir  payne,  the  more  difficulte  shall  bee 
the  remedye :  for  albeit  that  I  haue  sought  meanes  by  all  extremity, 
yet  cannot  I  learne  the  cause  of  hir  sicknesse :  and  where  I  thought 
in  the  beginning,  that  it  proceded  vpon  the  death  of  hir  cosin, 
now  I  doe  manifestly  perceiue  the  contrary,  specially  when  she 
hir  self  did  assure  me  that  slie  had  already  wept  and  shed  the  last 
teares  for  him  that  she  was  mynded  to  doe :  and  vncertayne  where- 
uppon  to  resolue,  I  do  thinke  verily  that  she  moumelh  for  some 
despite,  to  see  the  most  part  of  hir  companions  maried,  and  she 
yet  vnprouyded,  persuading  with  hir  selfe  (it  may  be)  that  wee 
hir  parents  do  not  care  for  hir:  wherefore  deare  husband,  I 
Ueartely  beseech  you  for  our  rest  and  hir  quiet,  that  hereafter  ye  be 
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caiefoll  to  prouyde  for  hir  some  marj'age  worthy  of  our  state." 
"Whereunto  the  lord  Antonio,  willingly  agreed,  saying  vnto  hir: 
"  Wyfe,  I   haue  many  times  thought  vppon  that  whereof  you 
spoake,  notwythstandyng  sith  as  yet  shee  is  not  attayned  to  the 
age  of  xviii.  yeares,  I  thought  to  prouide  a  husband  at  leysure: 
neuertheiesse  things  beinge  come  to  these  termes,  and  knowing 
that  virgins  chastity  is  a  daungerous  treasure,  I  wyll  be  mindfiiH  of 
the  same  to  your  contentation,  and  she  matched  in  sutch  wyse,  as 
she  shall  thynke  the  tyme  hitherto  well  delayed.     In  the  meane 
vhilemarke  dylygently  whyther  she  bee  in  loue  wyth  any,  to  the 
end  that  we  haue  not  so  greate  regard  to  goodes,  or  the  nobylity 
of  the  house  wherein  we  mean   to  bestow  hir,  as  to  the  lyfe  and 
health  of  our  daughter  who  is  to  me  so  deare  as  I  had  rather  die  a 
begger  without  landes  or  goods,  than  to  bestow  hir  vpon   one 
which  shall  vse  and  intreat  hir  il."     Certayne  dayes  after  that  the 
lorde  Antonio  had  bruted  the  maryage  of  bis  daughter,  many  gen- 
tlemen were  suters,  so  wel  for  the  excellency  of  hir  beauty,  as  for 
hir  great  rychesse  and  reuenue.     Bui  aboue  all  others  the  alyannce 
of  a  young  earle  named  Paris,  the  counte  of  Lodronne,  lyked  the 
lord  Antonio:    vnto   whom    lyberally   he  gaue  his  consent,  and 
told  his  wyfe  tlie  party  vppon  whom  he  dyd  mean  to  bestow  his 
daughter.   The  mother  very  ioy  ful  that  they  had  found  so  honest  a 
gentleman  for  theyr  daughter,  caused  hir  secretly  to  be  called 
before  hir,  doyng  hir  to  vnderstande    what  things  had   passed 
betwen  hir  father  and  the  counte  Paris,  discoursing  vnto  hir  the 
beauty  and  good  grace  of  the  yong  counte,  the  venues  for  which 
he  was  commended  of  al  men,  ioyning  therevnto  for  conclusion  the 
great  richesse  and  fauor  which  he  had  in  the  goods  of  fortune,  by 
means  whereof  she  and  hir  fryends  should  liue  in  eternal  honor: 
but  lulietta  which  had  rather  to  haue  ben  tome  in  pieces  than  to 
agree  to  that  maryage,  answered  hir  mother  with  a  more  tlian  ac- 
customed stoutnesse:  "  Madame,  I  mutch  maruel,  and  therewithal 
am  aatonned  that  you  being  a  lady  discrete  and  honorable,  wil  be 
>o  liberal  oucr  your  daughter  as  to  commit  hir  to  the  pleasure  and 
wil  of  ao  other,  before  you  do  know  how  hir  mind  is  bent:  yon 
may  do  as  it  pleaseth  3  ou,  but  of  one  thing  I  do  wel  assure  you, 
that  if  you  briog  it  to  passe,  it  sbal  be  against  my  wil :  aod 
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touching  the  regard  and  estimation  of  couDte  Paris,  Ishal  first  lose 
my  lyfe  before  he  shal  haue  power  to  touch  any  part  of  my  body  : 
which  being  done,  it  is  you  that  shal  be  counted  the  murderer,  by 
deliueryng  me  into  the  handes  of  him,  wbome  I  neyther  can,  wil, 
or  know  whiche  way  to  loue :  wherefore  I  pray  you  to  suffer  me 
henceforth  thus  to  iyue,  vvythout  taking  any  further  care  of  me, 
for  so  mutche  as  my  cruell  fortune  hath  otherwyse  disposed  of 
me."  The  dolorous  mother  which  knewe  not  what  iudgement  to 
fixe  vpon  hir  daughter's  aunswere,  lyke  a  woman  confused  and 
besides  hir  selfe  went  to  seeke  the  lord  Antonio,  vnto  whom  with- 
out conceyling  any  part  of  hir  daughter's  aunswer,  she  dyd  him 
vnderstand  the  whole.  The  good  oide  man  offended  beyonde 
measure,  commaunded  hir  incontinently  by  force  to  be  brought 
before  him,  if  of  hir  own  good  will  she  would  not  come :  so  sooue 
as  she  came  before  hir  father,  hir  eyes  full  of  tears,  fel  down  at 
his  fete,  which  she  bathed  with  the  luke  warme  drops  that  dis- 
tilled from  hir  eyes  in  great  abundance,  and  thynkyng  to  open  hir 
mouth  to  crye  him  mercy,  the  sobbes  and  sighes  many  times 
stopt  hir  speach,  that  shee  remained  dumbe  not  able  to  frame  a 
woorde.  But  the  olde  man  nothing  moued  with  his  daughter's 
teares,  sayd  vnto  hir  in  great  rage:  "  Come  hither  thou  vnkynd 
and  dysobedient  daughter,  hast  thou  forgotten  how  many  tymes 
thou  hast  hearde  spoken  at  the  table,  of  the  puissance  and  autho- 
ryty  our  auncyente  Romane  fathers  had  ouer  their  chyldren? 
vnto  whome  it  was  not  onelye  law  full  to  sell,  guage,  and  other- 
wyse dyspose  them  (in  theyr  necessity)  at  their  pleasure,  but  also 
which  is  more,  they  had  absolute  power  ouer  their  death  and  lyfe  ? 
With  what  yrons,  with  what  torments,  with  what  racks  would 
those  good  fathers  chasten  and  correct  thee  if  they  were  a  Hue 
againe,  to  see  that  ingratitude,  misbehauior  and  disobedience 
which  thou  vsest  towards  thy  father,  who  with  many  prayers  and 
requestes  hath  prouided  one  of  the  greatest  lords  of  this  prouince 
to  be  thy  husband,  a  gentleman  of  best  renoume,  and  indued  wylh 
all  kynde  of  vertues,  of  whom  thou  and  I  be  vn  worthy,  both  for 
the  notable  masse  of  goods  and  substance  wherewith  he  is  enrich- 
ed, as  also  for  the  honoure  and  generositie  of  the  house  whereof 
bee  is  discended,  and  yet  thou  playest  the  parte  of  an  obstinate 
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and  rebellyous  rhyld  agaynst  thy  father's  will.  I  take  the  omnipo* 
tency  of  that  Almighiyc  God  to  witnesse,  whicli  h;(th  vouchsafed 
to  bryng  the  forth  into  this  world,  that  if  vpon  Tuesday  nexte 
thou  failest  to  prepare  thy  selfe  to  be  at  my  casteli  of  V'illafranco, 
where  the  counte  Paris  purposeth  to  meete  vs,  and  there  giue  thy 
consent  to  that  whych  thy  uiotlicr  and  I  haue  agreed  vppon,  I  will 
not  onely  depriue  thee  of  my  worldly  goodes,  but  also  will  make 
the  espouse  and  marie  a  pryson  so  straight  and  sharpe,  as  a 
thousandc  times  thou  shall  curse  the  day  and  tyme  wherein  thuu 
wast  borne:  wherfore  from  henceforth  take  aduisement  what  thou 
doest,  for  excepie  the  promise  be  kept  which  I  haue  made  to  the 
counte  Paris,  I  wilt  make  the  feele  how  greate  the  iust  choler  of 
an  offended  father  is  against  a  ciiylde  vnkynde."  And  without 
staying  for  other  answer  of  his  daughter,  the  olde  man  departed 
the  chamber,  and  lefte  hir  vppon  hir  knees.  lulietta  knowing  the 
fury  of  hir  father,  fearing  to  iiicurre  liis  indignation,  or  to  pronoke 
his  further  wrath,  retired  for  the  day  into  hir  chamber,  and  con- 
triued  that  whole  nyght  more  in  weeping  then  slepyng.  And  the 
next  morning  fayning  to  goe  lieare  seruice,  she  went  forth  with 
the  woman  of  hir  chamber  to  the  fryers,  where  she  caused  father 
Laurence  to  be  called  vnto  hir,  and  prayed  him  to  heare  hir  con- 
fession :  and  when  she  was  vpon  hir  knees  before  hym,  shee  began 
hir  confession  wyih  tearcs,  telling  him  the  greate  mischyefe  that 
was  prepared  for  hir,  by  tlie  maryage  accorded  betweene  hir  father 
and  the  counte  Paris:  and  for  conclusion  sayd  vnto  him:  "  Sir, 
for  so  mutch  as  you  know  that  I  cannot  by  God's  law  bee  maried 
twice,  and  that  1  haue  but  one  God,  one  husband  and  one  faith, 
I  am  determined  when  I  am  from  hence,  with  these  two  hands 
which  you  see  ioyned  before  you,  this  day  to  end  my  sorowful 
lyfe,  that  my  soule  may  beare  wytnesse  in  the  heauens,  and  my 
bloude  vppon  the  earth  of  my  faith  and  loyalty  preserued." 
Then  hauyng  ended  hir  talke,  shee  looked  about  hir,  and  seemed 
by  hir  wylde  countenaunce,  as  though  she  had  deuised  some 
sinister  purpose :  wherefore  frier  Laurence,  astonned  beyonde 
measure,  fearyng  least  she  would  haue  executed  that  which  she 
was  dctcrmyned,  sayd  vnto  hir:  "  Mistresse  lulietta,  1  pray  you 
in  the  name  of  God   by  little  and   little  to  moderate  youre  coo- 
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ceiued  griefe,  and  to  content  your  self  whilst  jou  bee  heere,  vntill 
I  haue  prouided  wliat  is  best  for  you  to  doe,  for  before  you  part 
from  hence,  I  will  giue  you  sutch  consolation  and  remedy  for 
your  afflictions,  as  you  shall  remainc  satysfied  and  contented." 
And  resolued  vppon  tliys  good  minde,  he  speedily  wente  out 
of  the  churche  vnlo  his  chamber,  where  he  began  to  consider  of 
many  things,  his  conscience  beyng  moued  to  hinder  the  marriage 
betwene  thecounte  Paris  and  hir,  knowing  by  his  mcanes  she  had 
espoused  an  other,  and  callynge  to  remembraunce  what  a  daunge- 
rous  enterprise  he  had  begonne  by  committyng  hyniself  to  the 
mercy  of  a  symple  damoseil,  and  that  if  shee  fayled  to  bee  wyse 
and  secrete,  all  theyr  doyugs  should  be  discried,  he  defamed,  and 
Rbomeo  hir  spouse  punished.  Hee  then  after  he  had  well  debated 
vpon  infinite  numbre  of  deuises,  was  in  the  end  ouercome  with 
pity,  and  determined  rather  to  hazardc  his  honour,  than  to  suffer 
the  adultery  of  the  counle  Paris  with  lulietta:  and  being  deter- 
mined herevpon,  opened  his  closet,  and  lakynge  a  vyall  in  his 
hande,  retourned  agayne  to  lulietta,  whom  he  founde  lyke  one 
that  was  in  a  trauoce,  wayghtinge  for  newes,  eyther  of  lyfe  or 
death :  of  whome  the  good  olde  father  deraaunded  vpon  what 
day  hir  maryage  was  appoynted,  "  The  firste  daye  of  that  ap- 
poyntment  (quod  shee)  is  vppoii  VVednesdaye,  whych  is  the  daye 
ordeyned  for  ray  consente  of  maryage  accorded  betweene  my 
father  and  counte  Paris,  but  the  nuptiall  solemnitye  is  not  before 
the  X.  day  of  September."  "  Wei  then"  (quod  the  religious 
&ther)  "  be  of  good  cheere  daughter,  for  our  Lord  God  hathe 
opened  a  way  vnto  me  both  to  deliuer  you  and  Rhomeo  from  the 
prepared  thraldom.  I  haue  knowne  your  husband  from  his  cradle, 
and  hee  hath  daily  committed  vnlo  me  the  greatest  secretes  of  hys 
conscience,  and  I  haue  so  dcarely  loued  liim  agayne,  as  if  hee  had 
ben  mine  owne  sonne:  wherefore  my  heart  can  not  abide  that 
anye  man  should  do  him  wrong  in  that  specially  wherein  my 
counsell  may  stande  him  in  stede.  And  forsomutch  as  you  are  his 
wyfe,  I  ought  lykewyse  to  loue  you,  and  seke  meanes  to  delyuer 
you  from  the  martyrdome  and  anguish  wherewyth  I  see  jour 
heart  besieged  :  vnderstande  then  (good  daughter)  of  a  secrete 
which  I  purpose  to  manifest  vnto  you,  and  take  beetle  abouc  all 
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thinges  that  you  declare  it  to  no  liuing  creature,  for  therein  con- 
sisteth  your  life  and  death.  Ye  be  not  ignorant  by  the  common  re- 
port of  thecityzens  of  this  city,  and  by  the  same  published  of  me, 
that  I  haue  trauailed  throughe  all  the  prouinces  of  the  habytable 
earthe,  wherby  duryng  the  continual!  tyme  of  xx.  yeres,  (  haue 
soughte  no  rest  for  my  wearied  body,  but  rather  haue  many  times 
protruded  the  same  to  the  mercy  of  brute  beasts  in  the  wylderness^ 
and  many  times  also  to  the  mercilesse  waues  of  the  seas,  and  to 
the  pity  of  common  pirates  together  with  a  thousand  other  daan- 
gers  and  shipwracks  vppon  sea  and  land :  so  it  is  good  daughter 
that  all  my  wandring  voyages  haue  not  bene  altogettiers  vnpro- 
fitable.  For  besides  the  incredible  contentation  receiued  ordina- 
rily in  mind,  I  haue  gathered  some  particular  fruyct,  whereof  by 
the  grace  of  God  you  shall  shortly  feele  some  experience.  I  haue 
proued  the  secrete  properties  of  stones,  of  plants,  metals,  and  other 
thinges  hydden  within  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  wherewith  I  am 
able  to  helpe  my  selfe  againste  the  common  lawe  of  men,  when 
necessity  doth  seme:  specyally  in  thynges  wherein  I  know  mine 
eternal  God  to  be  least  offended.  For  as  thou  knowest  I  beynge 
approched  as  it  were,  euen  to  the  brymme  of  my  graue,  and  that 
the  tyme  draweth  neare  for  yeldynge  of  myne  accompte  before  the 
audytor  of  all  audytors,  I  oughte  therefore  to  haue  some  deepe 
knowledge  and  apprehension  of  God's  iudgement  more  than  I 
had  when  the  heat  of  inconsidered  youth  did  boyle  within  my  lusty 
body.  Know  you  therefore  good  daughter,  that  with  those  graces, 
and  fauours  which  the  heauens  prodigally  haue  bestowed  vp- 
on  me,  I  haue  learned  and  proued  of  long  time  the  com- 
position of  a  certayne  paaste,  which  I  make  of  diuers  soporiferous 
simples,  which  beaten  afterwards  to  pouder,  and  dronke  wyth  a 
quantyty  of  water,  within  a  quarter  of  an  houre  after,  bringeth  the 
receiuer  into  sutch  a  sleepe,  and  burieth  so  deepely  the  senses 
and  other  sprites  of  life,  ttiat  the  cunningest  phisitian  will  iudge 
the  parly  dead  :  and  besides  that  it  hatli  a  more  maruellous  effect, 
for  the  person  which  vseth  the  same  feeleth  no  kinde  ofgriefe, 
and  according  to  thequantity  of  the  dough,  the  pacieni  remayneth 
in  a  sweete  sleepe,  but  when  the  operation  is  wrought  and  done, 
hee  returneth  into  his  first  estate.   Now  then  luliettareceiue  myne 
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The  selfe  same  hoiire  the  lord  Antoaio  went  to  seeke  the  countee 
Paris,  wliom  liee  thou-^ht  to  persvvade  to  goe  to  Villat'ranco.  Hut 
tlie  countee  told  him  agaj'ne,  that  the  charge  would  he  tognat, 
and  that  better  it  were  to  reserue  that  cost  to  the  uiariage  cIhv,  lur 
the  better  celebration  of  the  same.  Notwithstanding  if  it  were  his 
pleasure,  he  would  htmselfe  goe  visits  luhetta:  and  so  they  went 
together.  The  mother  aduertised  of  his  comniing,  caused  hir 
daughter  to  make  hir  selfe  ready,  and  to  spare  no  costly  iewels 
for  adorning  of  hir  beauty  agaynst  the  countee's  comming,  which 
she  bestowed  so  well  for  garnishing  of  hir  personage,  that  before 
the  countee  parted  from  the  house,  shee  had  so  stolne  away  his 
heart,  as  heliued  not  from  that  time  forth,  but  vpon  meditation  of 
hir  beauty. and  slacked  no  lime  for  acceleration  of  the  raariage  day, 
ceasing  not  to  be  importunate  vpon  father  and  mother  for  th'ende 
and  consummation  thereof.  And  llius  with  io\' inough  passed  forth 
this  day  and  many  others  vntil  the  day  before  the  mariage,  against 
which  time  the  mother  of  lulictta  did  so  well  prouide,  that  there 
wanted  nothing  to  set  forth  the  magnificence  and  nobility  of  their 
house.  Villafranco  wliereof  we  iiaue  made  mention,  was  a  place 
of  pleasure,  where  the  lord  Antonio  was  wont  many  tymes  to 
recreate  himselfea  mile  or  two  from  Verona,  there  the  dynner  was 
prepared,  forsomutch  as  the  ordinary  solemnity  of  necessity  muste 
be  done  at  Verona.  lulietta  perceyuing  hir  time  to  approaehe 
dyssembled  the  matter  so  well  as  shee  coulde :  and  when  tyme 
forced  hir  to  retire  to  hir  chamber,  hir  woman  would  haue  wailed 
vppon  hir,  and  huue  lyen  in  hirchainbre  as  hir  custome  was:  but 
luliettasayd  vntohir:  "Goodand  faithfull  mother,  you  know  that 
tomorrow  ismymaryage  day,  and  for  that  I  would  spend  the  most 
pane  of  the  nyght  in  prayer,  I  pray  you  for  this  time  to  let  me 
alone,  and  to  morrow  in  the  mornyng  about  vi.  of  the  clocke  come 
to  me  agayne  to  heipe  make  mee  readie."  The  good  olde  woman 
willing  to  follow  hir  minde,  suffred  hir  alone,  and  doubled 
nothyng  of  that  which  she  did  meane  to  do.  lulietta  beinge 
within  hir  chambre  hauing  an  eawer  ful  of  water  standing  vppon 
the  table  filled  the  viole  which  the  frier  gaue  hir:  and  after  she 
had  made  the  mixture,  she  set  it  by  hir  bed  side,  and  went  to  bed. 
And  being  layde.  new  thoughtcs  began  to  assaile  hir,  with  a  con- 
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ceiptof  grieuous  dpath,  which  brought  hir  into  sntcb  case  as  tiie 
could  not  tdl  what  to  doe,  but  playning  incessantly  sayd:  "  Am 
not  I  the  most  vnhappy  and  desperat  creature,  that  euer  was 
borne  of  woman  r  For  mee  there  is  nothyng  left  in  this  wretched 
worlde  but  mishap,  misery,  and  mortall  woe,  my  distresse  hath 
brought  me  to  sutch  extremity,  as  to  saue  mine  honor  and  con- 
science, I  am  forced  to  deuoure  the  drynke  whereof  I  know  not  the 
veriue :  but  what  know  I  (sayd  she)  whether  the  operatyoD  of  thys 
pouder  will  be  to  soone  or  to  late,  or  not  correspondent  to  the  due 
tyme,  and  that  my  fault  being  discouercd,  I  shall  remayne  a  fable 
to  the  people  i  What  know  I  moreouer,  if  the  serpents  and  other 
venomous  and  crauling  wormes,  whycfi  commonly  frequent  the 
gmues  and  pittes  of  tlie  earth  wyll  hurt  me,  thynkyog  that  I  am 
deade.  But  howe  shall  I  indure  the  stynche  of  so  many  carious 
and  bone!)  of  myne  auncestors  whych  rest  in  the  graue,  yf  by 
fortune  I  do  awake  before  Khomeo  and  fryer  Laurence  doe  come 
to  help  mer"  And  as  shee  was  thus  plunged  in  the  deepe  contem- 
platyon  of  thynges,  she  thought  that  she  saw  a  certayn  vision  or 
iansie  of  hir  cousin  Thibault,  in  the  very  same  sort  as  shec  sawe 
him  wounded  and  imbrued  wytb  bloud,  and  musing  how  that  she 
must  be  buried  quick  aoiongs  so  many  dead  carcases  and  deadly 
naked  bones,  hir  tender  and  delycatc  body  began  to  shake  and 
tremble,  and  hiryelowe  lockes  to  stare  for  feare,  in  sutch  wyse  as 
fryghtned  with  terroure  a  cold  sweate  beganne  to  pierce  hir  heart 
and  bcdewe  the  reste  of  al  hir  membres,  in  sutch  wise  as  she 
thought  tlial  an  hundred  ttiousand  deathes  did  stande  about  bir, 
haling  hir  on  euery  side,  and  plucking  hir  in  pieces,  and  feelyog 
that  hir  forces  diminyshed  by  ly  ttle  and  lyttle,  fearing  that  through 
to  great  debilyty  she  was  not  able  to  do  hir  enterpryse,  like  a 
furious  and  insensate  woman,  with  out  further  care,  gulped  vp  tiie 
water  wythin  the  voyal,  then  crossing  hirarmes  vpon  hirstomacke, 
she  lost  at  that  instante  all  the  powers  of  hir  body,  restyog  in  a 
traunce.  And  wlien  the  morning  lyght  began  to  thrust  his  hesd 
out  of  his  oryent,  hir  cliaumber  woman  which  had  lockte  hir  ia 
with  Ute  key,  did  open  die  doore,  and  thynkyng  to  awake  hir, 
called  her  wiuiy  tymes,  and  sayd  vnto  hir:  "Mistresse,you  sleepe 
to  long,  the  counte  Paris  will  come  to  raise  you."    The  poore  olde 
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woman  spake  vnto  the  wall,  and  saage  a  song  vnto  the  deafe.  For 
if  all  the  horrible  and  tempestuous  sonndes  of  the  world  bad  bene 
cannoned  forth  out  of  the  greatest  borabardes,  and  sounded 
through  hir  delycate  eares,  hir  spyrites  of  lyfe  were  so  fast  bounde 
and  stopt,  as  she  by  no  meanes  coulde  awake,  wherewith  the  pore 
olde  woman  amazed,  began  to  shake  hir  by  the  armes  and  handes, 
whycli  she  found  so  colde  as  marble  stone.  Then  puttyng  hande 
voto  hir  mouthe,  sodainely  perceyued  that  she  was  deade,  for  shee 
perceyued  no  breath  in  hir.  Wherefore  lyke  a  woman  out  of  hir 
wyties,  shee  ranne  to  tell  hir  mother,  who  so  madde  as  a  tigre, 
berefte  of  hir  faunes  hied  hir  selfe  into  hir  daughter's  chaumber, 
and  in  that  pitiful  state  beholdynge  hir  daughter,  thinkyng  hir  to 
be  deade,  cried  out :  "  Ah  cruell  death,  which  hast  ended  all  my  ioye 
and  blysse,Tse  the  last  scourge  of  thy  wrathful!  ire agaynst  me,  least  by 
aufferyug  mee  to  lyue  the  rest  of  my  woeful  I  day  es,  my  torment  doe 
increase."  Then  she  began  to  fetch  sutch  stray ning  sighes,  ashir 
heart  did  seeme  tocleaue  in  pieces.  And  as  bircries  began  toencrease, 
behold  the  father,  the  county  Paris,  and  a  great  troupe  of  gea- 
tlemen  and  ladies,  which  were  come  to  honour  the  feaste,  hearing 
no  sooner  tell  of  that  which  chaunced,  were  stroke  into  sutch  sor- 
rowful! dumpes  as  he  which  had  beheld  their  faces  would  easily 
faaue  iudged  ttiat  the  same  had  ben  a  day  of  ire  and  pity,  specially 
the  lord  Antonio,  whose  heart  was  frapped  with  sutch  surpassing 
woe,  as  neither  teare  nor  word  could  issue  forth,  and  knowing  not 
wliat  to  doe,  straiglit  way  sent  to  seeke  the  most  expert  phisitians 
of  the  towne,  who  after  they  had  inquired  of  the  life  past  of  luliet^ 
ta,  deemed  by  common  reporte,  that  melancoly  was  tlie  cause  of 
that  sodayne  death,  and  then  their  sorows  began  to  renue  a  fresh. 
And  if  euerday  was  lamentable,  piteous,  vnhappy,and  fatall,  truly 
it  was  that  wherein  I ulieita  hir  death  was  published  in  Verona: 
for  shee  was  so  bewayled  of  great  and  small,  that  by  the  common 
playnts,  the  common  wealth  seemed  to  be  in  daunger,  and  not 
without  cause:  !br  besides  hir  natural!  lioauty  (accompanied  with 
many  vertues  wherewith  nature  had  enriched  hir)  she  was  else 
so  humble,  wise  and  debonaire,  as  for  that  humility  and  curtesie 
abe  bad  stollen  away  the  hearts  of  eoery  wight,  and  t!iere  was 
none  but  did  lament  hir  misfortune.    And  whilest  these  thinges 
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witii  the  reste  tliatshee  had  beoe  dead  in  deede,  incontinently  tooke 
poste  horse,  and  wilh  dylygence  rode  to  Mantua,  where  he  founde 
bis  mayster  in  his  wonted  house,  to  whome  he  sayde,  wyth  hys 
eyes  full  of  teares:  "  Syr,  there  is  chaunced  vnto  you  so  straunge 
a  matter  as  if  so  be  you  do  not  arme  your  selfe  with  constancye,  I 
■am  afrayd  that  I  shall  be  the  crucll  minyster  of  your  death :  be 
it  known  vnto  you  sir,  that  yesterday  morning  my  mistresse  lu- 
lietta  left  hir  lyfe  in  thys  worlde  to  secke  rest  in  an  other:  and 
wyth  these  eyes  I  saw  hir  buryed  in  the  cburchyarde  of  S.  Fraun- 
cis."  At  the  sounde  of  whych  heauye  message,  Rhomeo  begann 
woefullye  to  lamente,  as  dioughe  hys  s|)yntes  gryeued  wyth  the 
tormente  of  h^'s  passion  at  that  instant  would  haue  abandoned  his 
bodye.  But  stronge  loue  which  woulde  not  permylie  him  to 
faynt  vntyl  the  extremity,  framed  a  thoughte  in  hys  fantesie,  that 
if  it  wer  possyble  for  him  to  dye  besides  hir  his  death  should  be 
more  gloryous,  and  shee  (as  he  thought)  better  contented  :  by  rea- 
son whereof,  after  hee  had  washed  his  face  for  feare  to  discouer 
bis  sorrowe,  hee  wente  out  of  his  chamber,  and  commaunded  hys 
roan  to  tarry  behynd  him,  that  he  myght  walke  through  out  all 
the  corners  of  the  citye,  to  fynde  propre  reuiedye  (if  it  were  possy- 
ble) for  hys  gryefe.  And  amongcs  others,  beholdynge  an  apotica- 
r^'e's  shop  of  lyttle  furnyture  and  lesse  store  of  boxes  and  other 
thinges  requisite  for  that  scyence,  thought  that  the  verye  pouerty 
of  the  mayster  apothecarye  would  makehym  wyllingle  yeld  to  that 
which  he  pretended  to  demaunde:  and  after  he  had  taken  h3'm 
aside,  secretly  sayde  vnto  him  :  "  Syr,  if  you  be  the  mayster  of  the 
bouse,  as  I  thynke  you  be,  beholde  here  fifty  ducates,  whych  1 
gyue  you  to  the  intent  you  delyuer  me  some  strong  and  vyolcnte 
poyson  that  within  a  quarter  of  an  iioure  is  able  to  procure  death 
Tnto  hy  m  that  shall  vse  it."  The  couetous  apothecarye  entysed  by 
gayne,  agreed  to  Iiis  request,  and  faynyng  to  gyue  hym  some 
other  medycine  before  the  people's  faces,  he  speedily  made  ready  a 
strong  and  cruell  poyson,  afterwardes  he  sayd  vnto  him  softly : 
"  Syr,  1  gyue  you  more  than  is  needefull,  for  the  one  halfe  is  able 
to  destroy  the  strongest  inatmc  of  the  world  :"  who  after  he  hadde 
receyued  the  poyson,  retourned  home,  where  he  cominuuuded  his 
man  to  dcpurte  with  diligence  to  Verona,  aad  thai  he  should  make 
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"  O  lulielta,  of  whome  the  worlde  was  vnworthye,  what  de.nth 

is  it   possible  my  hearte    coulde  choose  ouie   more  agreeable 

than  that  whych  yt  suffereth   harde  by   thee?  what  graue  more 

gloryous,  than  to  bee  buried  in  thy  touinbe?  what  more  woortliy 

or     excellent    epytaphe  can    bee    vowed    for    memorve,   thaw 

the  mutual)  and  pytyfull  sacryfice  of  our  lyues?"    And  tliinkinge 

to  renue  his  sorrowe,  his  hearte   began   to    frette  through    the 

vyolence  of  the    poyson,   which    by    lyttle  and    lyttle  assailed 

the  same,  and   lookyng  about   hym,  espyed  the   bodye  of  the 

lorde  Thibault,  lying  nexte  vnto  lulietta,  whych  as  yet  was  not  al 

together  putrified,  andspenkyng  to  tlie  bodye  as  though  it  hadde 

bene  alyue,  sayde :  "  In  what  place  so  euer  thoo  arte  (O  cousvn 

Thibault)  I  most  heartely  do  crye  the  mercy  for  the  offence  whvch 

I  haue  done   by  depryuing   of  thy  lyfe:  and  yf  thy  ghost  doe 

wyshe  and  crye  out  for  Tengeaunce  vppon  mee,  what  greater  or 

more  cruell  satysfaction  canste  thou  desyre  to  haue,  or  henceforth 

hope  for,  than  to  see  him  whych  murdered  thee,  to  bee  empov- 

soned  with  bis  owne  handes,  and  buryed  by  thy  side?"    Then 

endynge  hys  talk,   felyng  by  lyttle  and  lyttle  that  his  lyfe  began 

to  fayle,  falling  prostrate  vppon  his  knees,  wyth  feeble  voyce  hee 

softely  sayd :  "  O  my  Lord  God,   which   to  redeeme  me  didest 

discend  from  the  bosom  of  thy  father,  and  tookesl  humane  fleshe 

in  the  wombe  of  the  vyrgine,  I  acknowledge  and  confesse,  that 

this  body  of  myne  is  nothing  else  but  earth  and  dust."     Then 

teazed  vppon  wyth  desperate  sorrow,    he  fell  downe   vppon  the 

body  of  lulietta  with  sutch   vehemence,  as  the  heart  (aint  and  at> 

tenuated  with  too  great  torments,  not  able  to  beare  so  hard  a 

vyolence,  was  abandoned  of  all  his  sense  and  naturall  powers,  in 

autch  sorte  as  the  siege  of  hys  soule  fayled  him  at  that  instant, 

and  his   members   stretched   forthe,   remayned   stifle  and   colde. 

Pryer  Laurence  whych  knew   tl»e  certayne  tyme  of  the  pouder's 

operation,  maruelled  that  he  had  no  answere  of  the  letter  which 

he  sent  to  Rhoneo  by  his  fellowe  fryer  Anselme,  departed  from 

S.  Frauncis  and  with  instruments  for  the  purpose,  determined  to 

open  the  graue  to  let  in  aire  to  lulietta,  whych  was  ready  to  wake  : 

•ind  approchyng  the  place,  hee  espied  a  lyght  within,  which  made 

liim  ufraide  vntyll  that   Pietro  whych  was  hard  by,  had  certyfied 
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theef    Alas,  alas,  by   what  iticanes  shall  1  now   renue  my  plaints, 
which  time  and  long  paciencc  ought  to  haue  buried  and  clearely 
quenched?  Ah  I,  miserable  and  caitife  wretch,  thinking  to  finde 
remedy  for  my  griefs,  haue  sliar[>ned  the  knife  that  hath  gieuen 
me  this  cruell  blow,  whereof  I  recciue  the  cause  of  morlall  wound. 
Ah,  happy  and  fortunate  graue  which  shaltserue  in  world  to  come 
for  wiinesse  of  the  most  perfect  aliaunce  that  euer  was  betwene 
two  most  infortunate  louers,  receyue  now   tlie  last  sobbing  sighes, 
and  iiitertaynment  of  the  most  cruell   of  all  the  cruell  subiects  of 
ire  and  death."     And  as  she  thought  lo  continue  hir  complaynts, 
Pietro  aduertised  frier  Laurence  that  he  heard  n  noyse  besides  the 
citadell,  wherewyth  being  afirayd,  they  speadily   departed,  fearing 
to  be  taken:  and  then  lulictta  seeing  hir  selfe  alone,  and  in   full 
liberty,  tooke  agayne   Khomeo  betweene  hir  arnie»,  kissing  liiui 
with  sutch  affection,  as  she  seemed  to  be  more  atiaynted  with  ioue 
than  death,  and  drawing  out  the  dagger  which  llhomeo  ware  by 
his  side,  she  pricked  hir  selfe  with  many  blowes  against  the  heart, 
sayinge  with   feeble  and  pitiful  voice:  "  Ah  death  the  end  of 
sorrow,  and  beginning  of  felicity,  thou  art  most  hartely  welcome: 
feare  not  at  this  time  to  sharpen  thy  dart :  giue  no  longer  delay  of 
life,  for  feare  that  my  sprite  trauayle  not  to  finde  Rhomeo's  ghost 
amongs  sutch  number  of  carion  corpses:  and  thou   my  deare  lord 
and  loyall  husband  Khomeo,  if  there  rest  in  thee  any  knowledge, 
receyue  hir  whom  thou   hast  so  faythfully  loued,   the  onely  cause 
of  thy  violent  death,  which  frankely  offreth  vp  hir  soule  that  none 
but  thou  sha It   ioy   the   louc  whereof  thou  hast  made  so  luwfull 
conquest,  and  that  oursoules  passing  from  this  light,  may  eternally 
liue  together  in  the  place  of  euerlasting  ioy."     And  when  she  had 
ended  those  wordessheeyelded  vp  hir  ghost.    While  these  thinges 
thus  were  done,  the  garde  and  watch  of  the  citty  by  chaunce  passed 
by,  and  seeing  light  within  the  graue,  suspected  straight  that  there 
were  some  necromancers  which  had  opened  the  toumbe  to  abuse 
the  deade  bodies  for  ayde  of  their  arte:  and  desirous  lo  knowe 
what  itment,wentdowne  into  the  vaut,  where  they  found  Rhomeo 
and   lulietta,  with   their  armes   imbracing  ech   olhei's  neck,  at 
though  there  had  bene  some  token  of  ly  fe.  And  after  they  had  well 
viewed   them  at  leysure,  they  perceyued  iu  what  case  they  were : 


i 


BnOMEO    AND    ItLlBTTA. 


fellen  to  the  greatest  damage  and  preiudice  of  my  lyfe  and  honest 
porte,  and  that  which  hath  ingendred  thys  synyster  opynyon  of 
mee,may  peraduenture  bee  these  greate  teares  which  in  abundaunce 
tryckle  downe  my  face  as  though  the  holy  scriptures  do  not  wit- 
nesse,  that  Jesus  Christ  moued  with  humayne  pitty,  and  compas- 
sion, did  weepe,  and  pour  forth  teares,  and  that  many  times  teares 
be  the  faythfult  messengers  of  aman'sinnocency.  Or  else  the  most 
Jikely  euidence,and  presumption,  is  the  suspected  hour,  which  (as 
the  magistrate  doth  say)  doth  make  mee  culpable  of  the  murder,  as 
though  all  houres  were  not  indifferently  made  equall  by  God 
their  Creator,  who  in  his  owne  person  declareth  vnto  vs  that  there 
be  twelue  houres  in  the  day,  shewing  thereby  that  there 
is  no  exception  of  houres  nor  of  minutes,  but  that  one  may  doe 
eytbergood  or  ill  at  all  times  indifferently,  as  the  party  is  guided 
or  forsaken  by  the  sprite  of  God  :  touching  the  irons  which  were 
founde  about  me,  needefull  it  is  not  now  to  let  you  vnderstand  for 
what  vse  iron  was  first  made,  and  that  of  it  selfe  it  is  not  able  to 
increase  in  man  eyther  good  or  euill,  if  not  by  the  mischieuous 
minde  of  hym  which  doth  abuse  it.  Thus  mutch  I  haue  thought 
good  to  tell  you,  to  the  intent  that  neyther  teares  nor  iron,  ne  yet 
suspected  houre,  are  able  to  make  me  guilty  of  the  murder,  or 
make  me  otherwyse  than  I  am,  but  only  the  witnesse  of  mine 
owne  conscience,  which  alone  if  I  were  guilty  should  be  the 
accuser,  the  witnesse,  and  the  hangman,  whych,  by  reason  of 
mine  age  and  the  reputation  I  haue  had  amonges  you,  and  the 
little  time  that  I  haue  to  liue  in  this  world  shoutde  more  torment 
roe  within,  than  all  the  mortal!  paynes  that  coulde  be  deuised: 
but  (thankes  be  to  myne  eternall  God)  1  feele  no  worme  that 
gnawetb,  nor  any  remorse  that  pricketh  me  touching  that  fact, 
for  which  I  see  you  all  troubled  and  amazed :  and  to  set  your 
harts  at  rest,  and  to  remoue  the  doubts  which  hereafter  may  tor- 
ment your  consciences,  I  sweare  vnto  you  by  all  the  heauenly 
parts  wherein  1  hope  to  be,  that  forthwith  I  will  disclose  from 
first  to  last  the  entire  discourse  of  this  pitifull  tragedy,  whych 
peraduenture  shall  driue  you  into  no  lesse  wondre  and  amaze,  thao 
those  two  poore  passionate  louers  were  strong  and  pacient,  to  ex 
pone  themselues  to  the  mercy  of  death,  for  the  ferueat  and  indis- 
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Two  gentlemen  of  Venice  tcere  honourably  deceiued  of  their  mfue* 
whose  notable  practises,  and  secret  conference  for  alchieuinge  their 
desire, occasioned  diuers  accidentes,  and  ingendred  double  benefit: 
wherein  also  is  recited  an  eloquent  oration,  made  by  one  of  them, 
pronounced  before  the  duke  and  state  of  that  cittye :  with  other 
chaunces  and  actes  concemirtge  the  same. 

Heere  haue  I  thought  good  to  summon  ii.gentlewomea  of  Venice 
to  appeare  in  place,  and  to  mount  on  stage  amongs  other  Italian 
dames  to  shew  cause  of  their  bolde  incountrey  agaynst  the  follr 
of  their  two  husbands,  that  vncharitably  without  respect  of  neygh- 
bourhoode,  went  about  to  assayle  the  honesty  of  eyther's  wyfe, 
and  weening  they  had  enioyed  others  felicity,  by  the  womens 
prudence,  foresight  and  ware  gouemment,  were  both  deceiued,  and 
yet  attayned  the  chiefest  benefit  that  mariage  state  doth  looke 
for:  so  that  if  search  bee  made  amonges  antiquities,  it  is  to  be 
doubted  wheather  greater  chastity,  and  better  pollicy  could  be 
founde  for  accomplishment  of  an  intended  purpose.  Many  deedes 
haue  ben  done  by  women  for  sauegard  of  their  husbandes  lynes, 
as  that  of  the  Minya;,  a  sort  of  women  whose  husbandes  were 
imprisoned  at  Lacedaemon,  and  for  treason  condemned,  who  to 
saue  their  liues,  entred  into  prison  the  night  before  they  should  dy, 
aud  by  exchaunge  of  apparell,  deliuered  them,  and  remayned 
there  to  suffer  for  them.  Of  Hipsicratea  also  the  queene  and 
wyfe  of  Mitliridates  king  of  Puntus,  who  spared  not  hir  noble 
beauty  and  golden  lockes  to  manure  hir  selfe  in  the  vse  of  armes, 
to  keepe  hir  husband  company  in  perils  and  danngers  :  and  being 
ouercome  by  Pompeius,  and  flying  away,  neuer  left  him  vnaccom- 
panied,  ne  forsooke  sutch  irauayle  as  hehimselfesustayned.  The 
like  also  of  ^Emilia,  Turia,  Sulpitia,  Portia,  and  other  Romane 
dames.  But  that  sutch  haue  preuented  their  husband's  folly, 
seldome  we  reade,  sauing  of  queene  Marie,  the  wife  of  Don  Pietro 
king  of  Arragon,  who  marking  the  insolencey  ofhir  husband,  and 
sory  for  his  disordred  life,  honest  iealousie  opening  hir  continent 
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wisedooie  in  the  execiuton  of  tlie  same  was  in  great  estimatioo 
wyth  the  whole  citty.  The  two  geatlewomen  after  they  were 
maried,  and  heard  of  the  hatred  betwene  their  husbandes,  were 
very  sorrowfull  and  pensiue,  because  they  thought  the  freendshyp 
and  loue  betwene  them  twayne,  continued  from  their  tender 
yeares,  could  not  bee,  but  with  greate  ditiiculty  kept,  or  else 
altogitherdissoiucd  and  broken.  Notwithstandinff  beyng  discrete 
and  wyse,  for  auoyding  occasion  of  eche  husbande's  offence,  deter- 
mined to  cease  their  accustomed  conuersation  and  louinge  famili- 
arity, and  not  to  frecjueut  others  company,  but  at  places  and 
tymes  conuenient.  To  whom  fortune  was  so  fauourable,  as  not 
onely  tbeyr  bouses  were  neere  together  but  also  adioyninge,  in  the 
backsides  whereof  theyr  gardeyns  also  confined,  seperated  onely 
wyth  a  ly ttie  hedge,  that  euery  day  liiey  myglit  see  one  another, 
and  many  tymes  taike  together:  moreouer  the  seruaunles,  and 
people  of  eyther  houses  were  freendly,  and  familim,  wiiych  didde 
greateiy  content  the  two  louynge  gentlewomen,  bicause  they  also 
in  the  absence  of  theyr  husbandes,  myghte  at  pleasure  in  their 
gardens  disport  themselues.  And  continuing  this  order  the  space 
of  three  yeares  neyther  of  them  within  that  terme  were  with  chylde. 
In  which  space  Ansehno  many  times  viewing  and  casting  his  eyes 
vpon  Madonna  Lucia,  fell  earnestly  in  loue  with  liir,  .uid  was  not 
that  day  well  at  ease,  wherein  he  had  not  behuldeti  liir  excellent 
beauty.  She  thatwasof  spirite,  and  wit  subtle,  marked  die  iookcs 
and  maner  of  Anselmo,  who  neyther  for  loue,  ne  other  cause  did 
render  like  lookes  on  him,  but  to  see  to  what  ende  iiia  louing 
cheere  and  countenaunce  would  tend.  Notwithstanding  she 
seemed  rather  desirous  to  behold  him,  than  elswhere  to  imploye 
hir  lookes.  On  the  other  side  the  good  behauiour,  the  wise  order 
and  pleasaunt  beauty  of  Madoimu  Isoil^i  was  so  e.xceilcnt  and 
plausible  in  the  sight  of  maisterGirolamo,  as  no  louer  in  the  world 
was  better  pleased  with  his  beloued  than  he  with  hir:  who  not  able 
to  liue  wythout  the  sweete  sight  of  Isotta  (that  was  a  crafty  and 
wily  wench)  was  by  hir  quickly  perceiued.  She  being  right  honest 
and  wise,  and  louing  hir  husband  very  dearely,  did  beiire  that 
countenaunce  to  Girolamo,  tiiat  she  generally  did  to  any  of  the 
citty,  or  to  other  straunger  that  she  neuer  saw  before.     But  hir 
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chauDce,  and  purposed  first  with  sweete  and  pleasaunte  lookes  to 
bayte  and  lure  eclie  other  feere,  to  put  them  in  hope  therby  that 
they  should  satisfie  their  desires^  which  done  for  that  tyme  they 
departed.  And  when  at  the  church  of  Sanfantino  or  other  place  in 
Venice,  they  chanced  to  meete  their  iouers,  they  shewed  vn to  them 
cbearefiil  and  mery  countenaunce :  whych  the  Iouers  well  notyng, 
were  the  gladdest  men  of  theworlde:  and  seing  that  it  was  impos- 
sible in  speache  to  vtter  their  myndes,  they  purposed  by  letters  to 
signify  the  same.  And  hauiiig  found  purciuants  to  goe  betwene 
parties  (whereof  this  city  was  wont  to  be  ful)  either  of  them  wrote 
an  amorous  letter,  to  his  beloued,  the  content  whereof  was,  that 
they  were  verye  desyrous  secretly  to  talke  with  them,  thereby  to 
expresse  the  bumynge  affectyons  that  inwardly  they  bare  them, 
whych  without  declaration  and  vtterance  by  mouthe  in  theyr 
owne  presence,  woulde  breede  them  torments  more  bytter  than 
deathe.  And  wyihin  fewe  dayes  after  (no  greate  dyfference  of 
tyme  betweene,)  they  wrote  their  letters.  But  Girolamo  Bembo 
bauing  a  pregnant  wit,  who  coulde  well  endite  both  in  prose,  and 
rime,  wrote  an  excellent  sonnet  in  the  prayse  of  his  darling  in 
Italian  meeler,  and  wyth  hys  letter  sent  the  same  vnto  bir,  the 
effect  whereof  doth  follow. 

A  liuely  face  and  pearcing  beanty  bright 
Hath  linkt  in  loue  my  sely  sences  all : 
A  comely  porte,  a  goodly  shaped  wight 
Hath  made  me  slide  that  neuer  thought  to  fall : 
Hir  eyes,  hir  grace,  hir  deedes  and  maners  milde. 
So  straines  my  heart  that  loue  hath  wit  begilde. 

But  not  one  dart  of  Cupide  did  me  wounde, 

A  hundred  shaftes  lights  all  on  me  at  ones : 

As  though  dame  kiud  some  new  deuise  had  founde. 

To  teare  my  flesh,  and  crash  a  two  my  bones : 

And  yet  I  feele  sutch  ioy  in  these  my  woes 

That  as  I  die  my  sprite  to  pleasure  goes. 


These  new  found  fits  sutch  change  in  me  doe  breede, 
1  hate  the  day  and  draw  to  darknesse,  lo  1 


Hi  the  wade?  ifai 
M  J  words  and  wcsks^  thail  both  ia  one  agree. 
To  uliMWf  hir,  whow  Mnam  wooU  I  bee. 


The  Bobtill  dames  reochuog  those  amorous  letters  and  song, 
disdainfnllj  at  the  first  seemed  to  take  them  at  the  bringere  bands, 
as  they  had  dcterniiaed,  jetafterwardes  they  shewed  better  counce- 
naance.  These  letters  were  teased  from  one  to  an  other,  whereat 
they  made  great  pastime,  and  thoaght  that  the  same  would  come 
to  very  good  sacoesse,  eyther  of  theym  keepinge  styll  their  has- 
bandc's  letter,  and  agreed  without  iniory  done  one  to  an  other 
trimly  to  deceyue  their  husbands.  The  maner  bow  you  shall 
perceyue  anone.  They  deuised  to  send  word  to  their  louers,  that 
they  were  ready  at  al  times  to  satisfie  their  sutes,  if  the  same  might 
be  secretly  done,  and  safely  might  make  repayre  vnto  their  homes, 
when  their  husbands  were  absent,  which  in  any  wise  they  sayde. 
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roust  be  done  ia  the  night,  for  feare  least  in  the  day  tyme  they  were 
discried.  Agayne  these  prouident  and  subtill  women  bad  taken 
order  wytb  their  inaydes,  whom  they  made  priuy  to  their  practyse 
that  through  their  gardens  ihey  should  enter  into  other's  house, 
and  bee  shut  in  their  chambers  without  lyght,  there  to  tary  for 
their  husbands,  and  by  any  meanes  not  to  bee  seene  or  knowne. 
This  order  prescribed  and  giuen,  mistresse  Lucia  first  did  hir  louer 
to  vnderstand,  that  the  night  iiisuing  at  foure  of  the  clock  at 
the  posteme  dore,  which  should  be  left  open,  he  should  come  into 
hir  house,  where  liir  mayde  should  be  ready  to  bring  him  vp  to  hir 
chaumbre,  because  hir  husbande  maister  Girolamo  woulde  that 
night  imbarke  himselfe  to  goe  to  Padua.  The  like  misiresse  Isot- 
ta  did  to  maister  Girolamo,  appointing  him  at  fiue  of  ihe  clock, 
whych  she  sayd  was  a  very  conuenient  time,  bicause  mayster  An- 
selmo  that  night  would  sup  and  lye  with  certayne  of  his  h'yends 
at  Muraao,  a  place  besides  Venice'  Vpon  these  newes,  the  ii. 
louers  thought  them  selues  the  most  valiaunt  and  fortunate  of  the 
world,  no  enterprise  now  there  was  but  seemed  easie  for  them  to 
bring  to  passe,  yea  if  it  were  to  expell  the  Saracens  out  of  Hieru- 
salem,  or  to  depriue  the  great  Turke  of  his  kingdome  of  Constan- 
tinople. Their  ioy  was  sutch,  as  they  coulde  not  tell  where  they 
were,  thinking  euery  houre  a  whole  day  till  night.  At  length  the 
tyme  was  come  so  long  desired,  and  the  husbandes  accordingly 
gaue  diligent  attendaunce,  and  let  their  wyues  to  vnderstande, 
(or  at  least  wyse  beleeued  they  had)  that  they  could  not  come  home 
that  night  for  matters  of  great  importaunce.  The  women  that 
were  very  wise,  seeing  iheir  ship  sayle  wyth  so  prosperous  wynde, 
fayned  themselues  to  credite  all  that  they  offered.  These  young 
men  tooke  eyther  of  them  his  gondola  (or  as  wee  teann  it  theyr 
barge)  to  disport  themselues,  and  hauing  supped  abroade,  rowed 
in  the  Canali,  which  is  the  water  that  passelh  through  diuers 
sireates  of  the  cilty,  expecting  tlieir  appoyncted  houre.  The 
women  ready  at  three  of  the  clocke,  repayred  into  tlieir  gar- 
dens, and  after  they  had  udked,  and  laughed  together  a  prety 
whyle,  went  one  into  an  other's  house,  and  were  by  the  maydes 
brought  vp  to  the  chaumbcis.  There  eyther  of  them  the  candle 
being  light,  begau  diligently  to  view  the  order  and  situation  of  the 
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ready  to  depart,  perceiued  the  body  somewhat  to  moue,  witb  that 
looking  vppon  his  face,  espyed  his  eyes  a  little  to  begin  to  open. 
Wherewithal!  somewhat  afraide,  he  crying  out,  ran  awaye :  not- 
withstanding bis  courage  began  to  come  to  him  again,  and  laying 
his  hand  vpon  his  breast,  perceiued  his  heart  to  beate,  and  then 
twas  out  of  doubt  that  he  was  not  dead,  although  by  reason  of 
losse  of  his  bloud  he  thought  little  life  to  remaine  in  him:  where- 
fore he  with  one  of  his  fellow  priests  which  was  a  bed,  and  the 
clerck  of  the  parish,  caried  maister  Foscari  so  tenderly  as  they 
could  into  the  priest's  chamber,  which  adioined  next  the  church. 
I  Then  he  sente  for  a  surgeon  that  dwelt  hard  by,  and  required  him 
diligently  to  search  the  wounde,  who  so  well  as  he  could  purged 
the  same  from   the   corrupt  bloud,  and  perceiuyng  it   not  to  be 
mortal!,  so  dressed  it  wyth  oyies  and  other  precious  ointments,  as 
Aloisio  came  agayn  to  hymselfe:  and  when  he  had  anoynted  that 
recouered  body  wyth  certayne  precious  and  comfortable  oyles,  he 
suifred  him  to  take  his  rest :  the  priest  also  went  to  bed  and  slepte 
till  it  was  daye,  who  so  soone  as  he  was  vp,  went  to  seeke  the 
captayne  to  tel   him  that  maister  Aloisio  was  recouered.    The 
'  captaine  at  that  tyme  was  gone  to  the  pallace  at  San.  Marco,  to 
giue   tlie  duke  aduertisement  of  thys  chaunce,  after  whom  the 
priest  went  and  was  let   in  to  the  duke's  chamber:  to  whom  he 
declared  what  he  had  done  to  Aloisio.  The  duke  very  glad  tobeare 
tell  of  his  nephewe's  lyfe,  although  then  very  pensiue  for  the  newes 
broughte  vnto  him  by  the  captayne,  intreated  one  of  the  Signor 
de  notte,  to  take  with  him  two   of  the  best  surgions,  and  to  call 
lim  that  had   already  dressed   his  nephew,   to  goe  to   vislte  the 
wounded  gentleman,  that  hee  might  be  certiBed  of  the  truth  of 
that  chaunce.  All  which  together  repaired  tothepryeste's  chaumber, 
where  fyndinge  hym  not  a  sieepe,  and  the  wound  fayre  inoughe 
to  heale,  dyd  therevnto  what  their  cunning  thoughte  meete :  and 
then  they  began  to  inquire  of  hym,  that  was  not  yet  full  recouered 
to  perfecte  speache,  howe  that  chaunce  happened,  telling  hym  that 
e  might  frankelye  confesse  vnto  them  the  trouthe.    The  more 
ilygent  they  were  in  this  demaunde,  bicause  the  surgeon  that 
essed  him  fyrst,  alleaged,  that  the  wounde  was  not  made  with 
worde,  butreceiued  by  some  greate  fall  or  biowe  witli  mace  or 
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serae  to  remedye  the  trespasse,  I  muste  needes  shew  my  selfe  both 
faithAjIl  to  my  countrey,  and  also  carefull  of  mine  honor,  withoute 
respect  of  persons:  wherefore  thou  shake  remaine  here  in  sutch 
safe  custody  as  i  shal  appoint,  and  when  thou  art  better  amended, 
thou  must  according  to  desert  be  referred  to  the  goale."  Leauing 
him  there  vndersure  keeping,  he  went  to  the  counsel!  of  the  Dieci, 
(which  magistrates  in  that  city  be  of  greatest  authority)  and  find- 
ing the  lords  in  counsel),  he  opened  the  whole  matter  vnto  them : 
the  presidentes  of  thecounsell  which  had  hearde  a  great  numbre  of 
complaynts  of  many  theftes  don  in  the  nyght  wythin  the  citye, 
tooke  order  that  one  of  the  captaynes  that  were  appoynled  to  the 
dilygente  watche  and  keepyng  of  Aloisio,  remayning  in  the 
pryeste's  house,  should  cause  him  to  be  examined,  and  with  tor- 
men  tes  forced  to  tell  the  truth,  for  that  they  did  verely  beleeue 
that  hee  had  committed  many  robberies  besides,  or  at  the  least  was 

tpriuy  and  accessarie  to  the  same,  and  knew  where  the  theues  were 
become.  Afterwardes  the  sayd  counsel]  did  sitte  vppon  the 
matter  of  Girolamo  Bcmbo  and  Ansclmo  Barbadico,  found  at  niyde 

t  night  naked  in  eche  other's  cliambre,  and  commytted  to  pryson  as 
is  before  remembrcd :  and  bicause  they  had  many  matters  besides 
of  greater  importaunce,  to  consult  vppon,  amongs  which  the 
warres  betwene  them  and  Phiiippo  Maria  Visconte,  duke  of  Milane 
the  aforesayde  causes  were  deferred  tyll  an  other  tyme,  notwyth- 
staodyng  in  themeane  while  the}'  wereexamyned.  The  duke  him- 
selfe  that  tyme  being  in  counsel),  spake  most  seuerely  against  his 
nephew:  neuerthelesse  hee  did  hardly  beleeue  that  his  nephew 
being  very  rich,  and  indued  with  great  honesty,  would  abase 
)iimse)fe  to  a  vice  so  vile  an<l  abhominable  as  theft  is,  where- 
vppon  he  began  to  consider  of  many  thinges,  and  in  the  ende 
talked  witli  liys  nephew  secretly  alone,  and. by  that  meanes  learned 
the  trouth  of  the  whole  matter.  In  like  maner  Anselino  and 
Girolamo  were  examined  by  commissioners  appoyncted  by  the 
state,  what  one  of  them  did  iu  an  other's  chamber,  at  that  houre 
of  tlie  night,  wlio  confessed  t)iat  many  tymes  th^  liad  scene 
AJoisio  Foscari,  to  passe  vp  and  down  before  their  houses  at  times 
■  incoauenient,  and  tliat  night  by  c)iaunce  one  of  them  not  knowing 
of  another,  espied  Aloisio,  thinking  that  he  lingerer!  about  their 
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thought  that  the  (act  was  otherwise  done,  than  hitherto  is  con- 
fessecl.     Anil  because  auiongs  morali  vertues,  temperance  is  the 
chiefest  and   worthy  of  greatest  commendation,  and  tliat  iustice 
not  righteously  executed,  is  iniustice  and  wronge,  it  is  meete  and 
conuenient  for  vs  in  these  strauiige  accidents,  rather  to   vse  tem- 
peraunce  than  the  rigor  of  iustice:  and  that  it  may  appeare  that  I 
do  not  speake  these  words  without  good  grounde,  marke  wliat  I 
sbajl  saye  vnto  you.    These  two  most  mortal!  enimies  doe  confesse 
that  whicli  is  impossible  to  be  true,  for  that  our  nephew  (as  ii 
before  declared)  is  a  liue,  and  his  wounde  was  not  made  by  sworde, 
as  hee  himselfe  hath  confessed.    Now  who  can  tell  or  say  the  con- 
trary, but  that  shame  for  being  taken  in  their  seuerali  chambers, 
and  the  dishonesty  of  both  their  wyues,  hatli   caused  them   to 
despise  life,  and  to  desire  death?  we  shall  tinde  if  the  matter  be 
diligently  inquired  and   searched,  that  it  will   fall  out  otherwise 
than  is  already  supposed  by  common  opinion.     For  the  contrariety 
of  examinations,  vnlikelihoode  of  circumstances,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  the  cause,  rendreth  the  matter  doubtfull:  wherefore  it  is 
very  needefuU  diligently  to  examine   these  attempts,  and  thereof 
to  vse  more  aduised  consideration.     On  the  other  side,  our  nephew 
accusetb  himselfe  to  be  a  theefe  and  which  is  more,  that  hee  ment 
to  kill  mistresse  Mora  when  hee  brake  into  hir  house.     Vnder 
this  grasse,  my  lords,  as  1  suppose,  some  other  serpent  lieth  hiden, 
that  is  not  yet  thought  of.    The  gentleman  yee  know  before  this 
time  was  neuer  defamed   of  sutcli  outrage,  ne  suspected  of  the 
least  offence  that  may  be  obiecled:  besides  that,  all  yee  doe  know, 
(thanks  therefore  be  geuen  to  almighty  God)  that  he  is  a  man  of 
great  riche.sse,  and    possessions,  and   hath  no  neede    to  rob :  for 
what  necessity  should  driue  him  to  rob  a  widowe,  that  hath  of  his 
owDe  liberally  to  bestow  vpon  the  succour  of  widowesi'    Were 
there  none  els  of  substance  in  the  citty  for  him  to  geue  attempt 
but  to  a  wyddowe,  a  comfortlesse  creature,  contented  with  quiet 
iyfe  to  lyue  amonges  hir  family  withm  the  boundes  of  hir  owne 
house?  What  if  hir  richesse,  iewels  and  pinte  be  great,  hath  not 
Aloisio  of  his  owne  to  redouble   the  same  ?  but  truly  tliis  robbery 
was  done  after  some  other  manner  than  hee  hath  confessed :  to 
vs  then  my  lords  it  appertayneth,  if  it  so  stande  with  your  plea- 
voL.  u.  3  G 
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shee  sent  him  woorde  that  bee  should  comfort  himselfe,  because 
shee  was  determined  to  manifest  the  very  trouth  of  the  matter,  and 
hoped  vppon  hir  declaration  of  true  euidence,  sentence  slioulde  bee 
reuoked,  for  testimony  whereof,  shee  had  his  louinge  letters  yet  to 
shewe,  written  to  hir  with  his  owne  handes,  and  would  bring  forth 
in  the  iudgement  place,  the  corded  ladder,  which  she  had  kept  stii 
in  hir  chamber.  Aloisio  hearinge  these  louing  uewes,  and  of  the 
euidence  which  his  lady  woulde  giue  for  his  defence,  was  the 
gladdest  man  of  the  worlde,  and  caused  infinite  thankes  to  be 
rendred  vnto  hir,  wyth  promise  that  if  hee  might  bee  rid  and  dis- 
charged out  of  prison,  he  woulde  take  hir  for  his  louing  spouse  and 
wyfe.  Whereof  the  gentlewoman  conceyued  singuler  solace,  louing 
hir  deere  freende  with  more  entier  affection  than  hir  owne  soule. 
Mistresse  Lucia,  and  raistresselsotta, hearing  thedispercled  voyoe 
of  the  death  of  their  husbands,  and  vnderstanding  the  case  of  mis- 
tresse Gismonda  by  an  other  woman,  layd  their  heads  together 
iikwise  to  deuise  meanes  for  sauing  their  husbandes  liues:  and 
entriog  into  their  barge,  or  gondola,  wente  to  seeke  mistresse  Gis- 
monda and  when  they  had  debated  vppon  the  trouthe  of  these 
eaeats,  concluded  with  one  assent  to  prouide  for  the  safegardeand 
deliuerye  of  theyr  husbandes,  wherein  they  shewed  themselues 
both  wise  and  honest.  For  what  state  is  more  honorable  and  of 
greater  comforte  than  the  marryed  lyfe,  if  in  deede  they  that  haue 
yoaked  themselues  therein  be  conformable  to  those  delightes,  and 
contentation  which  the  same  conducetb  i  Wealth  and  riches 
maketh  the  true  vnyted  couple  to  reioyce  in  the  benefits  of  fortune, 
graunted  by  the  sender  of  the  same,  either  of  them  prouiding  for 
disposing  thereof,  against  the  decrepite  time  of  olde  age,  and  for 
the  bestowing  of  the  same  vppon  the  fruicte  accrued  of  theyr 
bodies.  Pouerty  in  any  wise  dothe  not  offend  them,  both  of  them 
glad  to  laboure  and  irauaile  like  one  body,  to  sustaine  theyr  poore 
and  neady  lyfe,  eyther  of  them  comfortably  doth  minyster  com- 
forte in  the  cruell  tyme  of  aduersity,  rendring  humble  thankes  to 
God  for  hys  sharp  rodde  and  punyshment  enflicted  vppon  them 
for  their  manyfulde  sinnes  conimytied  againste  hys  maiestye, 
trauailinge  by  night  and  daye  by  sweatinge  browes  to  get  browne 
breade,  and  drynke  ful  thin  to  cease  the  cryes  and  pytifull  crau- 
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effect,  assigned  them  a  day,  commaundinge  them  at  that  tyme 
before  hym  and  the  lords  of  the  councell  and  all  the  coUege  of  the 
estate  to  appeare.  The  day  being  come,  all  the  lordes  aiisembled, 
desirous  to  see  to  what  issue  tiiis  matter  would  grow.  On  the 
morning  the  three  gentlewomen  honestly  accompanied  with  other 
dames,  went  to  the  palace,  and  goynge  along  the  streate  of  San 
Marco  the  people  began  tovttermanyraylyng  words  against  them: 
some  cried  out  (as  we  see  by  vnstable  order  the  vulgare  people  in 
like  cases  vse  to  do)  and  doinge  a  certain  curtisy  by  way  of  disdain 
and  mockery :  "  Behold  the  honest  women,  that  without  sending 
their  husbands  out  of  Venice,  haue  placed  them  in  the  castelJ  of 
Cornetto,  and  yet  the  arrante  wlioores  bee  not  ashamed  to  shewe 
them  seines  abrode,  as  thoughe  they  hadde  done  a  thynge  that 
were  honeste  and  prayse  worthye."  Other  shot  forth  theyr  boltes, 
and  wytb  theyr  prouerbcs  proceedyng  from  their maliciuusmouthes 
thwiied  tlie  pore  women  at  their  pleasure.  Other  also  seeyag 
mystresse  Gismonda  in  iheir  company,  thought  that  she  went  to 
declame  against  maister  Aloisio  Foscari,  and  none  of  them  all 
hapned  on  the  trouth.  Arryued  at  the  pallace,  ascending  the 
marble  staires  or  steps  of  the  same,  they  were  brought  into  the 
great  hal,  wher  the  duke  appointed  the  matter  to  be  heard.  Thither 
repaired  the  friends  and  those  of  nearest  kin  to  the  three  gentle- 
women, and  before  the  matter  did  begin,  the  duke  caused  also  the 
thre  prisoners  to  be  brought  thither.  Thither  also  came  many 
other  gentlemen,  with  great  desire  to  see  the  end  of  those  euents. 
Silence  being  made  the  duke  turning  his  face  to  the  women,  sayd 
vnto  them :  "  Ye  gentlewomen  haue  made  requeste  by  supplyca- 
tyon  to  graunt  you  publike  audyence  accordyng  to  iustice,  for  that 
you  do  alleage  that  law  and  order  doth  so  rei)uire,  and  that  euery 
wel  ordred  common  wealth  condemueth  no  subiecte  withoute  due 
answere  by  order  of  lawe.  Beholde  therefore,  that  we  desirous  to 
do  lustyce,  bee  ready  in  place  to  heare  what  ye  can  say."  The 
two  husbands  were  very  angrie  and  wrathfull  against  their 
wiues,  and  the  more  their  stomackes  did  fret  with  choler  and  dis- 
dayne,  by  iiow  mutch  they  saw  theyr  impudente  and  sliamelesse 
wiues  wyth  sutch  audacity  to  appeare  before  the  maiesty  of  a 
counsel  so  honourable  and  dreadfuH,  as  though  they  bad  ben  the 
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most  honeste  and  cbaat  womeo  of  the  world.  The  two  honette 
wiues  perceyued  the  anger  and  displeasure  of  their  husbands,  and 
for  all  lliat  were  not  afrayde  ne  yet  dismayde,  but  smyling  to  them- 
selues  and  somewhat  mouing  their  heads  in  decente  wyse  seemed 
vnto  them  as  though  they  had  mocked  them.  Anselmo  more 
angr}'  and  impacient  then  Girolamo,  brake  out  into  sutch  furie, 
as  had  it  not  ben  for  the  maiesty  of  the  place,  and  the  companye  of 
people  to  haue  stayed  him,  wouide  haue  kyiled  them :  and  seyng  be 
was  not  able  to  hurt  them,  he  began  to  vtter  the  vylest  woords, 
that  lie  possibly  could  deuise  agaynst  them.  Mistresse  Isotta 
hearing  hir  husband  so  spytefully  to  spit  forth  his  poyson  in  the 
presence  of  that  honourable  assemblye,  conceiued  courage,  and 
crauinge  licence  of  the  duke  to  speake,  with  merrye  countenaoce 
and  good  vttraace  began  thus  to  say  her  mind :  "  Most  ex- 
cellent prince,  and  yee  right  honourable  lordes,  I  doe  perceyue 
how  any  deare  husbande  vncomely  and  very  dishonestly  doth 
vsc  himselfe  agaynst  mee  in  this  noble  company,  thincking  also 
that  mayster  Girolamo  Bembo  is  affected  with  like  rage  and 
minde  agaynst  this  Gentlewoman  mystresse  Lucia  h^'s  wyfe,  al- 
tliough  more  temperate  in  words,  he  do  not  expressc  the  same. 
Agaynst  whom  if  no  reply  be  made,  it  may  seeme  that  he  dotli  well 
and  hath  spoken  a  truth,  and  that  we  by  silence  do  condemne  our 
selues  to  be  those  most  wicked  women  whom  heealleageth  vsiobee. 
Wherefore  by  your  gratious  pardon  and  licence  (most  boiK>arable) 
in  the  behalfe  of  mistresse  Lucia  and  my  selfe,  for  our  defence 
I  purpose  to  declare  the  effect  of  my  mynde,  although  my  purpose 
Ite  cleane  altered  from  that  I  had  thought  to  say,  being  now  iostly 
proaoked  by  the  vnkinde  bebauiour  of  him  whom  I  looe  better 
tlMO  my  aeife,and  whose  disloyalty,  had  bee  beene  silent  and  not  so 
rashly  ronne  to  the  ouerthrow  of  me  and  my  good  name,  I  wouide 
tuuae  ooooealedy  and  onely  touched  that  which  had  concerned  the 
pvigUMM  and  aan^ard  of  them  both,  which  was  the  onely  intent 
and  OMHUOg  of  rs,  by  making  our  humble  supplication  to  your 
atairsiiet,  Nettotladesae,  so  farre  as  my  feeble  force  shall  stretch, 
i  will  asMty  to  do  both  the  one  and  the  other,  although  it  be  not 
appropriate  to  our  kindc  in  pnblike  place  to  dedayme,  nor  yet  to 
optB  Midi  bekl  atMapts,  but  that  necessity  of  matter  and  opor- 
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tunity  of  time,  and  place  dothe   bolden  vs  to  enter  into  these 
termes,  whereof  we  craue  a  thousand  pardons  for  our  vnkindely 
dealings,  and  render  double  thanks  to  your  honours,  for  admitting 
vs  to  speake.     Be   it  knowne  therefore  vnto  you,  that  our  hus- 
bands agaynst  duety  of  ioue,  lawes  of  mariage,  and  agaynst  all 
reason,  do  make  their  heauy  complaynts,  which  by  and  by  1  will 
make  playne  and  euident.     I  am  right  well  assured,  that  their  ex- 
treme rage  and  bitter  hearts  sorrow  do  proceede  of  two  occasions : 
The  one,  of  the  murder  whereof  they  haue  falsly  accused  theym 
selues:  the  other  of  iealousie,  which  grieuously  doth  gnawe  their 
hearts,  thinking  vs  to  be  vile,  and  abhominable  women,  because 
they  were  surprised  in  ech  other's  chaumber.     Concerning  the 
murder,  if  they  haue  soyled  their  handes  therein,   it  appertayneth 
vnto  you  my  lords  to  render  their  desert.     But  how  can  the  same 
be  layd   to  our  charge,  for  somutch  as  they  '(if  it  were  done  by 
(hem)  committed  the  same  without  our  knowledge,  our  help  and 
counsel  ?     And  truly  I  see  no  cause  why  any   of  vs  ought  to  be 
burdened  with  the  outrage,  and  mutch  lesse  cause  haue  they  to  laye 
the  same  to  our  charge  :  for  meete  it  is  that  he  that  doth  any  vn- 
lawful  art,  or  is  accessary  to  the  same,  should  suffer  the  due  penal- 
ty and  seuere  chastisement  accordingly  as  the  sacred  lawes  do  pre- 
scribe, to  be  an  example  for  other  to  abstayne  from  wicked  facts. 
Bpt  hereof  what  neede  I  to  dispute,  wherein  the  blind  may  see  to 
bee  none  offence,  because  (thankes  bee  to  Goo)  mayst«>r  Aloisio 
liueth,  which  declareth  the  fonde  confession  of  our  vngentil  hus- 
bandes  to  bee  contrary  to  trouth?     And  if  so  be  our  husbands  in 
deede  had  donesutch  an  abhominable  enterprise,  reason  and  duety 
had  moued  vs  to  sorrowe  and  lament  them,  because  they  be  borne 
of  noble  bloud,  and  be  gentlemen  of  this  noble  citty,  which  like 
a  pure  virgin  inuiolably  doth  conserue  hir  lawes  and  customes. 
Great  cause  I  say,  had  we  to  lament  them,  if  lyke  homicides,  and 
murderers  they  had  spotted  their  bloud  with  sutch  fowie  bleamish 
thereby  deseruing  death,  to   leaue  vs  yong  women  widowes  in 
wofull  plight.     Nowe  it  behoueth  me  to  speake  of  the  iealousie 
they  haue  conceyued  of  vs,  for  thai  they  were  in  ech  other's  cham- 
ber, which  truly  is  the  doubtfull  knot  and  scruple  that  forceth  all 
tbeir  disdayne  and  griefe.     This  1   knowe  well  is  the  nayle  that 
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owne  wyues,  that  be  comely,  fayrc,  and   lionest,  to  scckc  after 
straunge  carrion.     O  beastly  order  of  men  tliat  cannot  conteyne 
their  lust  within  the  Uoundes  of  their  ovvue  house,  but  must  goe 
hunt  after  otlier  women  as  bcastes  do  after  the  nexte  of  their 
kinde  that  they  chauiice  vppon.     What  vile  affection  possessed 
your  hearts  to  lust  after  others  wyfef  You  make  coinplaynte  of  vs, 
but   wee  with  you    hauc  right   good  cause   to  be  offended,  you 
ought  to  bee  grieued  witliyour  owne  disorder,  and  not  with  others 
offence,  and  ihys  your  aiHiction  patiently  to  beare,  bycause  you 
went  about  to   beguile  one  an   other's  loue,  lyke  them   that  be 
weary,  and  glutted  with   their  owne  fare,  seekinge  after  other 
daynties  more  delicate  if  they  were  to  be  fouiide.     But  praysed 
be  God  and  our  prouidcnt  discretion,   if  any  hurt  or  shame  hath 
chaunced,  the  same  doth  light   on   you.     Moieouer  I    know   no 
cause  why  men  should  haue  more  liberty   to  doe  euill  than  wo 
women  huue:  albeit  through  the  weakenes  and  cowardise  of  our 
sexe,  yee  men  will  doe  what  ye  list.     But  ye  he  now  no  lords,  nor 
we  seruaunts,   and  husbands  we  do   you  call,  bicause  the  holy 
lawes  of   Matrimony   (which  was  the  first   sacrament   giuen   by 
God  to  men  after  the  creation  of  tlie  worlde)  doe  require  equal! 
faytli,  and  so  well  is  the  husband  bound  to  the  wyfe  as  she  vnto 
him.     Goe  to  then  and  make  your  complayut:  the  next  Asse  or 
bea.st  ye  mcete  take  hir  to  be  your  wyfe.     Why  do  yee  not  know 
that  the  balance  of  iustice  is  equall,  and  wayeth  downe  no  more 
of  one  side  than  of  other?  But  let  vs  nowe  leaue  of  to  reason  of 
tliis  matter,  and  come  to  that  for  which  we  be  come  hither.    Two 
things  (most  righteous  prynce)  haue  mooued  vs  to  come  before 
your  maiesty,  and  all    this   honourable  assembly,  which  had  they 
not  bene,  we  woulde  haue  bene  ashamed  to  she  we  our  faces,  and 
lesse  presumed  to  speake  or  once  to  open  our  lippes  in  this  noble 
audience,  which   is  a  place  only  meete  for  them    that  be  most 
expert,  and  eloquent  orators,  and  not  for  vs,  to  whom  the  needle, 
and  distaffe  be  more  requisite.     The  first  cause  that  forced  vs  to 
come  forth  of  our  owne  house,  was  to  let  you  vnderstand  that  our 
husbands  be  no  murderers,  as  is  supposed,  neyther  of  this  gentle- 
man present  mayster  Aloisio,  ne  yet  of  any  man  els  :  and   thereof 
we  haue  suificient  and  worthy  testimony.     But  heerein  we  neede 
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not  to  trauaile  mutch,  or  to  vsc  many  words:  forneyther  maister 
Aloisio  is  finyn,  ne  any  other  murdred  that  is  known  or  manifest 
hitherto.     Oue  thyng  resteth,  which  is  that  Madonna  Lucia  and 
1  do  humbly  beseech  youre  exceliente  maiestye,  that  youre  grace 
and  the  authoritye  of  the  right  honourable  lords  here  present,  will 
vouchsafe  to  reconcile  vs  to  our  husbands,  th.it  we  may  obtayne 
pardon  and  fauor  at  their  handes,  bicausc  we  haue  so  manifestly 
made  their  acU  to  appeare,  and  for  that  we  be  the  offence,  and 
they  the  offendours,  and  yet  by  their  owne  occasions,  we  haue 
committed  the  error  (if  it  may  be  so  termed.)     And  now  to  come 
to  the  conclusion,  I  doe  remember  sithens  I  was  a  chylde,  that  1 
haue  heard  the  gentlewoman  my  mother  saye  (whose  soule  God 
pardon)  many  times  vnto  me,  and  other  my  sisters,  and  to  mis- 
tresse  Lucia,  that  was  brought  vp  with  vs,  being  by  hir  instructed 
in  diners  good  and  vertuous  lessons,  that  all  the  honor  a  woman 
can  do  vnto  hir  husband,  whereby  she  beautiiieth  hiiu  and  his 
whole  race  and  family,  consisteih  in  hir  honest,  chast,  and  ver- 
tuous lyfe,  wytliout  which,  she  oughte  rather  to  die  than  hue. 
And  that  a  gentleman's  wyfe  when  she  hath  giuen  hir  body  to  the 
vse  of  an  other  man,  is  the  common  marke  for  euery  man  to  point 
at  in  the  streate  where  she  goeth,  hir  husband  therby  incurring 
reproche  and  shame  whych  no  doubt  is  the  greatest  jniury  and 
scorne  thai  an  honest  gentleman  can  receiuc,  and  the  moste  shame- 
full  reproche  that  can  deface  his  house.     Which  lesson  wc  so  well 
remembryng,  desirous  not  to  suffer  the  carelesse  and  vnbrideied 
appetites  of  our  husbandes  to  be  vnrained,  and  runne  at  large  to 
some  dishonest  ende,  by  a  faithfull  and  commendable  pollicy,  did 
prouidc  for  the  mischyefe  that  uiyglit  ensue.     I  neede  not  heere 
rehearse  the  enimyty  and  debate  that  manye  yeares  did  raigoe 
betvNcene  our  husbandes  fathers,  bycause  it    is  knowne  to  the 
whole  city.     Wee  two  therefore  here  prcscntc,  the  wiues  of  those 
noble  genilemen,  brought  vp  together  from  oure cradle,  f>ercciuiug 
the  malycc  betwcne  our  husbandes,  made  a  vcrtuc  of  necessity, 
deemynge  it  better  for  vs  to  lose  our  sweete  and  auncientconuer- 
sation,  than  to  mynisier  cause  of  disquictnesse.     But  the  neare- 
ncssc  of  our  houses  would  not  that  naturall  hatred  shouldc  defraude 
and  take  away  oldc  ingrafted  amity.     Wherefore  many  times 
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when  our  husbands  were  gone  forth,  we  met  together,  and  talked 
in  our  gardens,  betwene  whych  there  is  but  a  slender  hedge  beset 
with  pritnme  iind  roses,  which  cominoditye  in  tlieir  absence  we 
did  discretly  vse.  And  as  sometimes  for  pleasure  we  walked  with 
oure  husbandes  there,  ye  (shee  turninge  vnto  them)  did  cast  your 
eyes  vpon  ech  other's  wyfe,  and  were  strayghte  way  in  loue,  or  else 
perchance  you  faioed  your  selues  to  bee,  whych  espied  by  vs, 
many  times  betwene  our  selues  did  deuise  vppon  the  same,  and 
red  your  amorous  letters,  and  sonnet  sent  vnto  vs.  For  which 
disloyalty  and  treason  towards  vs  your  wyues,  we  sought  no  dis- 
honour to  youre  persons,  wee  were  content  to  suffer  you  to  bee 
abused  with  your  fond  loue,  we  blabbed  it  not  abroade  to  our 
gossips,  as  many  leude  and  fautasticall  women  bee  wont  to  doe, 
thereby  to  rayse  staunder  to  our  husbands,  and  to  sturre  vp  ill 
reporte  vpon  them,  whose  infirmities  it  becommeth  vs  to  conceale 
and  hide.  Wee  deuised  meanes  by  some  other  way  to  let  you 
vnderstand  your  fault,  and  did  cast  vpon  you  many  limes  right 
louinge  lookes.  Which  altliough  it  were  agaynste  our  owne 
desire,  yet  the  cause,  and  full  conclusion  of  the  same,  was  to 
practise,  if  it  were  possible,  to  make  you  frendes ;  But  consideringe 
that  this  loue,  and  allurementes  of  eyther  parts,  could  not  tend  to 
other  ende,  as  wee  coniectured,  but  to  increase  displeasure,  and  to 
put  the  swords  into  your  handes,  we  therefore  consulted,  and 
vniformely  in  one  minde  agreed  for  the  appeasinge,  and  satisfac- 
tion of  all  partes,  at  sutch  nightcs  as  yee  fayned  to  go  into  diuers 
places  about  earnest  affayres  as  yee  alleaged,  Mistrcssc  Lucia 
with  the  help  of  Cassandra  my  mayde,  through  the  gardeine  came 
into  my  chamber,  and  I  by  meanes  of  lane  hir  maide  by  like  way 
repayred  vnto  hirs.  And  yee  poore  men  guided  by  our  maydes 
were  brought  vnto  your  chambers  where  yee  lay  with  your  owne 
wyues,  and  so  by  tilth  of  others  land  in  straunge  soylc  (as  yee 
beleeued)  yee  lost  no  labour.  And  bicause  your  embracements 
then,  were  like  to  those  atcliieued  by  amorous  gentlemen,  vsinge 
vs  with  more  earnest  desire  than  you  were  wont  to  do,  both  wee 
were  begotten  with  childe :  which  ought  to  be  very  gladsome, 
and  gratefull  vnto  you,  if  yee  were  so  fayne  to  haue  children  as 
yee  shew^ed  your  selues  to  bee.  If  then  none  other  offence  doth 
grieue  you,   if  remorse  of  conscience  for  other  cause  doeth  not 
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offend  you,  if  none  other  sorrowe  doeth  displease  you:  gieueouer 
your  gricfe.  Remit  your  displeasure.  Be  glad,  and  icy  full.  Thanke 
V8  for  our  poUicy  and  pleasaunt  disport  that  wee  made  you. 
If  hitherto  yee  haue  ben  enimies,  henceforth  be  frends,  put  of  that 
auncient  malice  so  long  continued,  mitigate  your  hatefull  moode, 
and  Hue  yee  from  henceforth  like  friendly  gentlemen, yelde  vpyour 
rancor  into  the  lap  of  your  countrey,  that  shee  may  put  him  in 
exile  for  euer,  who  like  a  pitifull,  and  louing  mother  woulde 
gladly  see  ail  hir  children  of  one  accorde  and  minde.  Which  if 
yee  doe,  ye  shall  do  singulare  pleasure  to  your  friendes,  ye 
shall  doe  great  discomfort  to  your  foes,  3'ee  shall  do  singular 
good  to  the  commonwealth,  yee  shall  doe  greatest  benefit  to  your 
selues,  yee  shall  make  vs  humble  wyues,  yee  shall  encrease 
vour  posterity,  yee  shall  bee  praysed  of  all  men,  and  finally 
shall  depart  the  best  contented  that  euer  the  world  brought 
forth.  And  now  because  yee  shall  not  thinke  that  wee  haue 
picked  out  thys  tale  at  our  fingers  ends,  thereby  to  seeke  your 
sauegard  and  our  owoe  fame,  and  prnyse,  beholde  the  letters 
which  you  sent  vs,  beholde  your  owne  handes  subscribed  to  the 
same,  beholde  your  scales  assigned  thereunto,  which  shall  render 
true  testimony  of  that  which  vnfayncdiy  we  haue  affirmed." 
Then  both  deliuered  their  letters,  which  viewed  and  seene,  were 
well  knowne  to  be  their  owne  husbandes  iiandes,  and  the  same  so 
well  approued  hir  talc,  as  their  husbands  were  the  gladdest 
men  of  the  world  and  the  duke  and  setgnory  maruaylouslj'  satis- 
fied and  contented.  In  so  mulch  as  the  whole  assembly  with 
one  voyce,  cried  out  for  their  husbands  deliueraunce.  And  so 
with  the  consent  of  the  duke  and  tlie  whole  seignory  they  were 
clearcly  discharged.  The  parents,  cosins,  and  friends  of  the  hus- 
bands and  wyues  were  wonderfully  amazed  to  heere  this  long 
hystory,  and  greatly  praysed  ihemaner  of  their  deliuery,accoumpt- 
ing  the  women  to  bee  very  wise,  and  mistresse  Isotta  to  be  an 
eloquent  gentlewoman,  for  that  shee  had  so  well  defended  the 
cause  of  their  husbundsandof  themselues.  Anselmoand  Girolamo 
openly  in  the  presence  of  all  the  people  embraced,  and  kissed 
their  wyues  with  great  reioysing.  And  then  thehusbandsshaked 
one  an  other  by  the  liunds,  betwene  whom  began  a  brotherly 
acciudcj  and  from   that  time  forth  liued   in  perfect  amity^  and 
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frieadship,  exchaunging  Uie  wanton  loue  that  cjther  of  them 
bare  to  other's  wyfc  into  brotherly  frendshipj  to  the  great  delight 
of  the  whole  citty.  When  the  multitude  assembled,  to  heare  this 
matter  throughly  was  satisfied,  the  duke  with  cheerefuU  counte- 
naunce  lookioge  toward  Gismonda,  sayde  thus  vnto  hir :  "  And 
you  fayre  gentlewoman,  what  haue  you  to  say  ?  Bee  bolde  to  vtter 
your  minde,  and  wee  wil  gladly  heare  you."  Mistresse Gismonda 
hasljfull  to  speake,  began  wonderfully  to  blush,  into  whosecheekes 
entred  an  orient  nid,  intermixed  with  an  alabaster  white,  which 
made  her  countcnaunce  more  amiable  than  it  was  wont  to  be. 
After  she  had  stode  still  a  while  with  hir  eyes  declined  towards 
the  ground,  in  comly  wise  lifting  ihetn  vp  againe  with  sliamefast 
Audacity  she  began  thus  to  speake :  "  If  i  most  noble  prince,  in 
open  audience  should  attempt  to  discourse  of  loue,  whereof  I 
neuer  had  experience,  or  knew  what  thing  it  was,  I  should  be 
doubtfull  what  to  say  thereof,  and  peraduenture  durst  not  open 
my  mouth  at  al.  But  hearing  my  father  (of  worthy  memory) 
many  times  to  tel  that  your  maiesty  in  the  time  of  youryouth  dis- 
dained not  to  open  your  heart  to  receiue  the  amorous  flames  of 
loue,  and  being  assured  that  there  is  none  but  that  doth  loue  little 
or  mutch,  1  do  not  doubt  but  for  the  words  which  1  shal  speake, 
to  oblaine  both  pity  and  pardon.  To  come  then  to  the  matter: 
God  I  thanke  him  of  his  goodnesse,  hath  not  permitted  me  to  bee 
one  of  those  women,  that  like  hipocrites  do  mumble  their  Pater- 
noster to  saincts :  appearing  outwardly  to  be  devout  and  holy 
and  in  fruict  doe  bring  forth  deuils,  andal  kinds  of  vices,  specially 
ingratitude,  which  is  a  vice  that  doih  suck  and  dry  vp  the  foun- 
tain of  godly  Piety.  Life  is  deare  to  mee  (as  naturally  itis  toall) 
next  which  I  estecme  mync  honor,  which  is  to  be  preferred  before 
life,  bicause  without  honor  life  is  of  no  regard.  And  where  man 
and  woman  do  liue  in  shame  notorious  to  the  world,  the  same 
may  be  termed  a  liuing  death  rather  than  a  life.  But  the  loue 
that  1  beare  to  mine  onely  beloued  Aloisto  here  present,  I  do 
estceme  aboue  al  the  iewefs  and  treasures  of  the  world,  whose 
personage  I  do  regard  more  than  mine  owue  lyfc.  The  reason 
that  moueth  me  thereto  is  very  great,  for  before  that  I  loued  him 
or  euer  ment  to  fixe  my  mind  that  way,  he  dearely  regarded  me, 
coDtiouaily  dcuising  which  way   he  migiit  win   and  obtain  my 
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loue,  Sparing  no  trauel  bj  niglit  and  day  to  seeke  the  same.  For 
which  tender  affection  should  I  shew  myself  vnkind  and  froward? 
God  forbid.  And  to  be  playn  with  your  honors,  he  is  moredeare 
and  acceptable  vnto  me,  than  the  balles  of  mine  owne  eyes,  being 
the  chiefest  things  that  appertain  to  the  furniture  of  the  body  of 
man,  without  which  no  earthly  thing  can  be  gladsome  and  ioyful 
to  the  sense,  and  feelinge.  Last  of  all  bis  amorous,  and  affectionate 
demonstration  of  his  loue  towards  me,  by  declaringe  himselfe  to 
be  carefull  of  mine  honor,  rather  more  willinge  to  bestow  his 
owne,  than  to  suffer  the  same  to  be  touched  with  the  least  suspi- 
cion of  dishonesty,  I  can  not  choose,  but  so  faythfully  imbrace, 
as  I  am  ready  to  guage  my  life  for  his  sake,  rather  than  his  6nger 
sboiilde  ake  forofleiice.  And  where  hath  there  bene  euer  found 
•utch  liberality  in  any  louer?  What  is  he  that  hath  bene  euer  so 
prodigall,  to  employ  his  life  (the  most  speciall  pledge  in  this 
worlde,)  rather  than  hcc  would  suffer  his  beloued  to  incurre  dis- 
bonoure?  Many  hystoryes  haue  I  red,  and  chronicles  of  our  time, 
and  yet  I  haue  found  fewe  or  none  comparable  vnto  thys  gentle- 
man, the  like  of  whom  be  so  rare  and  seldomc  as  white  Crowes, 
or  Swannes  of  colour  blacke.  O  singuler  liberality,  never  hearde 
of  before.  O  fact  that  can  neuer  be  sufficiently  praysed.  Otrue 
loue  most  vnfayned.  Maister  Aloisio  rather  than  he  would  haue 
my  fame  any  one  iote  to  be  impayred,  or  to  suffer  any  shadow  of 
suspition  tobleamish  the  same,  frankly  hath  confessed  himselfe  lo 
be  a  theefe,  and  murdrer,  regardinge  mee  and  mine  honor  more 
than  himselfe,  and  life.  And  albeit  that  he  might  a  thousand 
wayes  haue  saued  himselfe  without  the  imprisonment  and  aduer- 
sity  which  he  hath  sustayned  :  ncuerthelesse  after  he  had  sayd, 
beinge  then  past  remembrance  through  the  fall,  that  he  felldowne 
from  my  window,  and  perceyued  how  mutch  that  confession  would 
preiudice  and  hurt  my  good  name,  and  hurt  the  known  honesty 
of  the  same,  of  his  good  wyll  did  chose  to  dye  rather  than  tospeake 
any  words  that  might  breede  yit  opinion  of  mee,  or  the  least 
thinge  of  the  worlde  that  might  ingender  infamy  and  slaunder. 
And  therefore  not  able  to  revoke  the  words  hee  had  spoken  of  the 
fall,  nor  by  any  meanes  coulde  coloure  the  same,  hee  thought  to 
saue  the  good  name  of  another  by  his  owne  hurt.  Ifhe  then  thug 
redily  and  liberally  hath  protruded  his  life  into  manifest  daunger 
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for  my  benefit  and  sauegard,  preferring  mine  honour  aboiie  the 
care  of  himselfe,  shall  not  I  abandon  all  tliat  [  haue,  yea  and 
therevvithali  hazard  mine  honor  for  his  sahiatiou?  But  what? 
Shall  I  disdayne  bountifully  to  imploy  my  selfe  and  all  the 
enileuor  of  my  frendes  for  his  deliuery  ?  No,  no  (my  lords)  if 
I  had  a  thousand  hues,  and  so  many  honors  at  my  commaunde- 
ment,  I  woulde  giue  them  al  for  his  relyefe  and  comfort, 
yea  if  it  were  possible  for  me  to  recouer  a  fresh  x.c.m.  ]yiies, 
I  woulde  so  frankly  bestow  them  all,  as  euer  I  desired  to  Hue, 
that  1  might  cnioy  mine  ownc  Aloisio.  But  I  am  sorry,  and  euer 
shal  be  sorry,  for  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  me  to  do  more  for  him, 
than  that  which  my  power  and  possibility  is  able.  For  if  he 
should  die,  trucly  my  life  could  not  endure:  if  he  were  depriued 
of  life,  what  pleasure  should  1  haue  to  Hue  in  this  world  after  him  : 
whereby  (moste  honorable  and  righteous  iudge,)  I  beleeue  before 
the  honest,  not  to  loose  any  one  iote  of  myne  honor,  bicause  I 
being  (as  you  may  see)  a  yoimge  woman  and  a  widow  desirous  to 
marry  againe,  it  is  lawful  for  me  to  loue  and  to  bee  beloued,  for 
none  other  intent  (whereof  God  is  the  onely  iudge)  but  to  attaine 
a  husbande  according  to  my  degre.  But  if  1  should  lose  my 
reputation  and  honor,  why  ^liould  not  I  aduenture  the  same  for 
hym,  that  hath  not  spared  hys  own  for  me  ?  Now  to  come  to  the 
effect  of  the  matter,  I  doe  say  wyth  al  dutifull  reuerence,  that  it 
is  an  accusation  altogither  false  and  vntrue,  that  euer  mayster 
Aloisio  came  to  my  house  as  a  thcefe  against  my  wil.  For  what 
neede  he  to  be  a  thefe,  or  what  nede  had  he  of  my  goodes,  that  is 
a  lorde  and  owner  of  twenty  times  so  mutch  as  I  hauef  Alas 
good  gentleman,  I  dare  depose  and  guage  my  lyfe,  that  he  neuer 
thoughte  mutch  lesse  dyd  any  robbery  or  thing  vnlawful,  where- 
with iustiy,  he  may  be  chart;ed,  but  he  rcpayred  to  my  house 
with  my  consent,  as  a  louing  and  affectionate  louer,the  circum- 
stance whereof,  if  it  be  duly  marked,  must  aduouch  the  same  to 
be  of  trouih  infallible.  For  if  I  had  not  giuen  him  licence  to 
come,  bow  was  it  possible  for  him  to  conuey  his  ladder  so  high, 
that  was  made  but  of  ropes,  and  to  fasten  the  same  to  the  iaume 
of  the  window,  if  none  within  did  helpe  hym.  Againe,  howe  could 
the  window  of  the  chaumber  be  open  at  that  time  of  the  night, 
which  is  still  kept  shut,  if  it   had  not  bene  by  my  consent?    But 
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I  with  tlic  helpe  of  my  mayde  threwc  dowtie  to  him  a  htlle  rope, 
whereunto  he  lyed  his  ladder  and  drewe  thisame  vp,  and  making 
it  80  fa!>t,  as  it  could  nut  vndo,  gaue  a  signe  for  him  to  mouate. 
But  as  both  our  ill  fortune  would  huue  it,  before  1  could  catch 
any  hold  of  him,  to  mine  inestimuble  gricfc  and  hart'%  sorrow  he 
fell  downe  to  the  ground.  Wherefore  (my  lord-)  1  beseech  your 
honours  to  reuokc  the  confession  wherein  he  hath  made  hymselfe 
to  be  a  theefe.  And  you  maister  Aloisio  declare  the  trouth  as  it 
was,  sith  I  am  not  ashamed  in  tliis  honorable  assemble  to  tcl  the 
same.  Beholde  the  letters  (my  lordes)  which  so  many  times  he 
wrote  vnto  me,  wherein  hcc  made  suite  to  come  to  my  speache, 
and  continually  in  the  same  doth  call  me  wyfe.  Beholde  the 
ladder,  which  till  nowe,  did  still  rcmayne  in  my  chaumber.  Beholde 
my  raaide,  whych  in  all  mine  affayres,  is  as  it  were  myne  owne 
hande  and  hel{>er."  Aloisio  being  hereupon  demaunded  by  the 
lordes  of  the  articles,  wiiich  she  in  hir  tale  had  recited,  confessed 
them  al  to  bee  true:  who  also  at  the  same  instant  was  discharged. 
The  duke  greatly  commended  them  both,  hir  for  bir  stoule 
audacity,  in  defence  of  an  innocent  gentleman,  and  him  for  his 
honour,  and  modesty,  by  seeking  tn  preserue  the  fame  and  good 
reporte  of  a  vertuouse  gentlewoman.  Whych  done,  the  connsell 
disassembled  and  brake  vp.  And  the  fricndcs  of  both  the  parties 
accompanied  them  home  to  the  liouse  of  mistresse  Gismonda, 
where  to  the  great  reioyce,  and  pleasure  of  all  men,  they  were 
solemnely  maried  in  sumptuous  and  honorable  wise,  and  Aloisio 
with  hys  wyfe  lyued  in  great  prosperity  longtime  after.  Mistresse 
Lucia,  and  mistresse  Isottv,  at  the  expyred  tyme  were  deliuered 
of  two  goodly  sonnes,  in  whom  the  fathers  tooke  great  ioy,  and 
delight.  Who  wyth  their  wytics  after  that  tyme  liued  very 
quietly,  and  well,  onelouingan  other  like  naturall  brethren,  many 
tunes  sporting  among  themselues  discretely  at  the  deceipts  of 
their  wyues.  The  wisedome  of  the  duke  also  was  wonderfully 
extolled  and  commended  of  all  men,  the  fame  whereof  was 
increased  and  bruted  throughout  the  region  of  Italy.  And  not 
without  cause.  For  by  hys  prudence  and  aduise,  the  dominion 
of  the  state,  and  common  wealth  was  ampltHed  and  dilated.  And 
yet  in  th'ende  beeing  olde  and  impotent,  they  vDkindly  deposed 
liim  from  hys  dukedome. 
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THE  TWENTY-SEVENTH  NOUELL. 

The  hide  of  Virle,  ht/  the  commaundement  of  a  Jht/re  i/ounge  uydow 
called  Zilia,  for  htf%  promise  made,  the  better  to  atlaine  hir  hue, 
was  contented  to  remayne  dumbe  the  space  of  three yeares,  and  by 
what  meanes  he  was  reuenged,  and  obtayned  hys  suite. 

They  thai  haue  spent  their  youth  In  humayne  follies,  and  haue 
followed  the  vanities  of  loue,  not  addicted  to  the  contemplation 
of  high  secrets,  nor  haue  made  entry  hereon  earth,  to  inlargeand 
amplyfy  the  boundes  of  their  honor  and  estimation.  Those 
worldlings  (I  say)  and  embracers  of  transitory  pleasures,  shall  wit- 
nesse  with  me,  and  confirme,  this  olde  and  auncient  theme  and 
proposition  to  be  true  which  is:  that  the  beauty,  and  comely 
grace  of  a  woman,  is  the  very  true  and  natural]  adamant  (for  the 
attractiue  power,  and  agreeable  quality  there  inclosed,)  to  draw 
vnto  it  the  hearts,  and  affections  of  men :  which  hath  made  man 
beleue,  that  the  same  onely  essence,  was  sent  downe  from  aboue 
to  serue  both  for  ioy  and  torment  together.  For  the  amplyfyinge 
of  which  proposition,  I  will  not  bringe  forth,  the  immoderate 
loueof  Paris  by  forsaking  his  owne  natiue  country  of  Troy,  to 
visite  fayre  Helena  in  Greece,  nor  yet  tell  how  Hercules  gaue 
ouer  his  mace  to  handle  tlie  distaffe,  vpon  the  commaundement 
of  Omphafe,  nor  yet  how  Sampson  and  Salomon  were  sotted  in 
the  slaueries  of  Dalida  and  other  concubines.  But  my  discourse 
here  folowing  shall  ring  out  a  loud  peale,  ofameane  gentlewoman, 
of  Piedmount,  that  shewed  no  fauor  or  curtesy  at  all  to  her  sup- 
pliant, a  gentleman  not  inferior  to  Paris  for  his  actiuity  and  prow- 
esse:  which  for  her  seruice  and  atchyeucs  of  her  loue,  refused 
not  to  bee  dombe  the  space  of  many  yeares,  and  to  giue  ouer  the 
best  porcion  of  his  sences  wherewith  the  Almighty,  made  man 
differente  from  brute  and  sauage  beastes.  If  this  thing  declare 
not  suRicientty  the  force  and  powerof  that  attractiue  anddrawing 
power  in  woman,  no  other  example  is  worthy  to  be  preferred. 
Those  afuresayd  and  many  other  haue  voluntarily  yoaked  them- 
selues  in  the  chains  of  loue's  obedience,  rendreth  the  masse  of 
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their  mirye  corps  to  the  slauery  thereof,  but  that  any  haue 
franckely  tyed  vp  their  tongue,  the  chiefest  instrument  of  the 
bodies  furniture  :  in  honorable  assembly  or  where  dexterity  of 
seruice  shoulde  inal<e  him  glorious,  the  like  of  that  subiection 
was  neuer  scene  or  founde.  And  yet  our  fathers  dayes  did  see 
this  miracle  wrought  by  a  woman,  vpon  a  gentleman  very  wise, 
and  well  trained  vp  in  all  good  exercyse.  This  example,  and 
what  (his  Maliipert  dame  did  gaine,  by  the  penance  of  thislouing 
knight,  shal  in  tliis  discourse  be  manifestly  pronounced.  The 
city  of  Thurin  (as  is  well  knowne  to  them  that  haue  trauelled 
Piedmont)  is  the  ornament  and  bulwark  of  al  the  countrey,  so 
well  for  the  natural  site  of  the  place,  as  for  the  artificial  and  indus- 
trious worke  of  man's  hand,  which  hath  instaured  and  furnished 
with  great  magnificence,  that  which  nature  had  indifferently 
enryched,  for  the  rudenesse  and  litle  knowledg  of  the  time  past. 
Now  besides  this  stalely  and  strong  city,  there  slandeih  a  litle 
towne  named  Montcall,  a  place  no  lesse  strong,  and  of  good 
defence,  than  wel  planted  in  a  fuire  and  rich  soyle.  In  this  towne 
there  dwek  n  gentlewoman  a  widow  called  Zilia,  beautiful  amongs 
the  most  t>.vcelleut  fay  re  gentlewomen  of  the  countrey,  which 
country  (besides  other  happy  and  heauenly  influences)  seemeth  to 
be  specially  fauored,  for  Imuing  the  most  fairest  and  curteous 
gentlewomen,  abouc  any  other  within  the  co m passe  of  Europa. 
Notwithstanding  this  fuire  Silia,  degenerating  from  the  nature  of 
hir  climate  was  so  haggard  and  cruel, as  it  ratglithaueben  thought, 
she  had  ben  nvtlu-r  nourished  and  brought  vp  amid  the  most 
desert  mountaines  of  Sauoy,than  in  the  pleasant  and  rich  chara- 
piun  counlreye,  watred  and  moystened  with  Eridanus,  the  father 
of  riuers,  at  this  day  called  tlie  Pau,  the  largencsse  whereof  doth 
make  men  to  mariicl,  and  the  fertility  allureth  ech  man  to  be  desir- 
ous to  inhabit  vpon  the  same.  This  fayre  rebellious  widow, 
albeit,  that  she  was  not  aboue  xxiv.  or  xxv.  yeres  of  age,  vet 
protested  neuer  more  to  besubieet  to  man,  by  mariage,  or  other- 
wise, thinking  herself  wel  able  to  hue  in  single  life:  a  minde 
truly  very  holy  and  commendable,  if  the  pricks  of  the  flesh  do 
obey  the  first  motions  and  adhortations  of  the  spirit,  but  whe 
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against  that  chastity  (which  is  lightly  eiilerprysed)  the  apostels 
counsel  oughte  to  be  followed,  who  willeth  yoog  widows  to  marry 
in  Christ,  to  auoid  the  temptations  of  the  flesh,  and  to  flye  offen- 
siue  slaunder  and  dishonour  before  men.  Thismistresse  Zilia  (hir 
husband  being  dead)  only  bent  hir  selfe  to  enrich  hir  house,  and 
to  amplify  the  possession  of  a  little  infant  which  shee  had  by  hir 
Jate  departed  husband.  After  whose  death  slic  became  socouetousj 
as  hauing  reoioued,  and  almost  cut  of  quite  the  wonted  port  she 
vsed  in  hir  husband's  dayes,  imptoyed  her  maids  in  houshold 
affaires,  thinking  nothing  to  be  wel  don  that  passed  not  through 
hir  ovrne  handes.  A  thinge  truely  more  prayse  worthy,  than  to 
see  a  sorte  of  effeminate,  fine  and  daynty  fyngred  dames,  that 
thinke  their  honor  diminished  yf  they  hoidc  but  their  nose  ouer 
theyr  housholde  matters,  where  theyr  hande  and  dylygence  were 
more  requisite,  for  so  mutch  as  the  mystresse  of  a  house  is  not 
placed  the  cl)yefe  to  heare  onely  the  reasons  of  them  that  labor, 
but  thereunto  to  put  hir  hands,  for  hir  prcscnte  eye  seemeth  to 
giue  a  certayn  perfection  to  the  worke  that  the  seruauntesdoe  by 
hir  commaundcment.  Which  caused  the  hystoryans  in  tymes 
past,  to  describe  vnto  the  posterity  a  gentlewoman  called  Lucretia, 
not  babbling  amongs  young  girles,  or  runninge  to  feastes  and 
maigames,  or  masking  in  the  night,  wythoute  any  regard  of  the 
honor  and  dygnitye  of  hir  race  and  house,  but  in  hir  chaumber 
sowing,  spinning  and  carding,  amids  the  troup  of  her  maydcn 
seruaunts:  wherein  our  misiresse  Zilia  passed  the  moste  part  of 
bir  time,  spending  no  minute  of  the  day,  without  some  honest 
exercise,  which  she  the  rather  did  for  that  she  liked  not  to  be 
seene  at  feasts,  and  bankets,  or  to  be  gadding  vp  and  downe  the 
streetes,  wandring  to  gardeyns  or  places  of  pleasure,  although  to 
sutch  places  youth  sometimes  may  baue  their  honest  repay  re  to 
refresh  their  wearied  bodies  with  vertuous  recreation,  and  thereby 
reioyce  the  heauinesse  of  their  mynde.  But  this  gentlewoman 
was  so  s«uereia  following  the  rigorous,  and  constrayned  maners 
of  our  auncients,  as  impossible  it  was,  to  see  hir  abroade:  except 
it  were  when  she  went  to  the  church  to  heare  deuine  seruice.  This 
gentlewoman  seemed  to  haue  studied  thediuinity  of  the  Egyptians 
which  paynt  Venus  holding  a  key  before  hir  mouth,  and  setting 
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afTections  of  the  pacient  were  directed,  sayd  vnlo  hjm:  "  Sir, 
needfull  it  is  not  to  vse  longe  orations,  the  loue  that  1  beare  you 
for  the  honest  qualities  whych  hytherto  I  haiie  knowne  to  be  in 
you,  shall  make  me  to  keepe  silent,  tliat  whereof  as  yet  I  do  not 
know  the  matter,  and  the  assuraunce  you  haue,  not  to  bee  abused 
hy  uiee,  coustrayneth  me  to  warrant  you,  thai  I  wytl  not  spare  to 
do  you  all  the  pleasure  and  honest   seruice  I  can."     "  Ah  mis- 
tresse,"(aunswered  sir  Philiberlo)  "  so  long  as  I  lyue,  I  will  not 
fayle  to  acknowledge  the  liberality  of  your  endeuour  hy  offeringe 
your  selfe  pacieutly  to  heare,  and  secretly,  to  keepe  the  words  I 
speake  accordingly  as  they  deserue  :  and  that  (whych  is  more  than 
I  require)  you  doe  assure  me  that  I  shall  finde  sutch  one  of  you 
as  wil  not  spare  to  gieue  your  ayde.     Alas,  I  resemble  the  good 
and  wyse  captayne,  who  to  take  a  forte  doeth  notonely  aydchim- 
selfe  with  the  forwardetiesse,   and  valiaunce  of  his  souldiers,  but 
to  spare  them,  and  to  auoyde  slaughter  for  makinge  of  way, 
planteth  his  cannon,  and  baltereth   the  walle  of  the  fort,  which 
bee  woulde  assaile,  to  the  intent  that  both  the  souldier,  and  ttie 
ordinaunee  may  perfourme  and  suffise  the  perfection  of  the  plat, 
which  bee  hath  framed  and  deuised  within  his  pollitike  heade. 
I  haue  already  encouraged  my  souldiers,  and  haue  lost  the  better 
part  truely   in   the  skirmish  which  hath  deliuered  vnto  mee  my 
sweete  cruell  ennimy.     Now  1  am  driuen  to  make  ready  the  fire, 
which  resteth  in  the  kindled  match  of  your  conceiptes,  to  batter 
the  fort  hitherto  inexpugnable,  for  any  assault  that  I  can  make." 
"  I  vnderstand  not"  (sayd  she  smilyng)  "  these  labyrynthsof  your 
complaynts,  except  you  speake  more  playn,     I  neuer  haunted  the 
warres,  ne  knewe  what  thynge  it  is  lo  handle  weapons,  improper 
and  not  seemely  for  myne  estate  and  kynde."  "  The  warre"  (quod 
he)  whereof  I  speake,  is  so  naturall  and  common,  as  I  doubt  not, 
but  you  haue  sometymes  assayed,  with  what  sleighles  and  camis- 
ados  men  vse  to  surpryse  their  enimies,  liowe  they  plant  their 
ambushes,  and  what  meanes  both  the  assaylant  and  defendant 
ought  to  vse."     "   So  far  as  I  see"  (sayd  shee)  "  there  resteth 
nothing  for  vs,  but  the  assurance  of  the  field,  sith  wee  bee  ready 
to  enter  in  combat:  and  doe  thinke   that  the  fort  shall  not  bee 
harde  to  winne,  by  leason  of  the  walles,  dikes,  ramp«rs,  bulwarks, 
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ofsutch  a  fountayne.     Which  the  gentlewomaa  seyng,  moued 
with  compassion,  coulde  not    contain  also  trom  weepyng,  and 
therewythall  sayde  vnto  hym:     "  Although  mine  estate  and  repu- 
tation, which  to  this  day  I  have  kept  vnspolted,  deieiid  the  vse 
of  my  good  wyl  in  al  things  that  may  defame  mine  honor,  yet  sir, 
seing  the  extremity  which  you  suffer  to  be  vnfained,  I  wil  som- 
what  stretch  my  conscience,  and  assay  to  succor  you  with  so  good 
heart,  as  frankely  you  trust  me  with  the  secrets  of  your   thought. 
It  resteth  then  now  for  me  to  know  what  she  is,  to   whome  your 
deuocions  be  inclined  whose  heart  and  mind  I  wil  so  reUef  with 
the  taste  of  your  good  wil,  as  I  dare  giue  warrant,  her  appetit  shal 
accept  your  profred  seruice,  and  truly  the  woman  may  count  her 
seh"  happy  that  shal  intertain   the  offer  of  a  gentleman  that  is  so 
honest  and  curteous,  who  meanctli  with    al   fidelity  to  aduaace 
and  honor,  not  onely  the  superficial  ornament  of  hir  beauty,  but 
the  inward  vertues  of   hir  constant  mind.     And   truly   the  earth 
seldom  yeldeth  those  frutes  in  the  harts  of  men  in  these  our  barren 
days,  they  being  ouer  growen  with  the  shrubbes  of  disloialty  the 
tame  choke  vp  the  piantes  of  true  fidelity,  the  sedes  whereof  are 
sowen  and  replanted  in  the  soyle  of  womens  hartes,  who  not  able 
to  depart  and  vse  the  force  and  effects  thereof  will  put  vpon  them 
conditions  that  bee  cruell,  to  punish   the  fooiysh   indiscrealion 
of  tryfling  louers,  who  disguised  with  the  visard  of  faiued  friend- 
ship, and  paynted  with  coloured  amity,  languishing  in  sighes  and 
sorrowes,  goe  aboute  to  assay  to  deceiue  the  flexible  nature  of 
them  that  prodigally  employ  theyr  honor  into  the  hands  of  sutch 
cruel,  inconstante  and  fooiysh  suters."     "  Ah  mistresse"  answered 
the  gentleman  :  "  liowe  may  I  bee  able  to  recora pence  that  onely 
benefite  which  you  promyse  me  now  i  But  be  sure  that  you  see 
heere  a  souldier  and  gentleman  presenle  which  shall  no  lesse  bee 
prodigall  of  hys  lyfe  to  doe  you  seruyce,  than  you  bee  lyberall  of 
3'our  reputation,  to  case  his  paines.     Now  sith  it  pleaseth  you  to 
shew  sutch    fauour  to  offer  me  your  heipe  and   support  in    that 
which  pay.ieth  me,  I  require  no  more  at  your  hands,  butto  beare 
a  letter  wh.ch  I  shall  wryte  to  mystresse  Zilia,  with  whome  1  am 
so  farre  in  loue,  as  if  1  do  receiue  no  solace  of  my  griele,  I  know 
not  howe  1  shall  auoyde  the  cuttyng  of  the  threede,  whych  the 
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seruaunt  of  you  my  mistresse  dcarc,  to  whom  alone,  I  yelde  iiiy 
heart  afflicted  as  it  is,  and  the  ioy  of  hidden  thoughts  noursed  in 
my  luinde,  by  the  contemplation  and  remenibrairnce  of  your 
excellent  and  perfect  graces,  whereof,  if  I  benot  fauorcd,  I  \vai2;hl 
for  death,  from  whycb  eueii  now  [  fly :  not  for  fcure  of  that 
whych  she  can  doe,  or  of  the  vgly  shape  which  [  conceyue  to  be 
in  hir,  but  rather  to  coufirme  my  lyfe  this  body  for  iastrumentto 
exercise  the  myndes  conceypts  for  doingeyourcomtnaundements, 
which  body  I  greatly  feare  shall  prone  the  vnworthy  cruelty, 
both  of  your  gentle  nouriture,  and  of  those  graces  which  dame 
nature  most  abounciantly  hiith  powred  in  you.  Be  sure  madame 
that  you  shall  shorttye  see  the  endeof  him,  which  attendeth  yet 
to  beare  so  mutch  as  in  him  dorth  lye,  the  vehement  loue  into  an 
other  world,  which  luaketh  me  to  pray  you  to  haue  pity  on  him, 
who  (attending  the  rest  and  final  sentence  of  his  dealhe  or  lyfe) 
doth  humbly  kisse  your  white  and  delicate  handes,  beseeching 
God  to  giue  to  you  like  ioy  as  his  is,  who  desiretii  to  be, 
Wholy  yours  or  not  to  beat  all 

Philiberto  op  Virle. 

The  letter  written,  closed  and  sealed,  he  dcliuered  to  his  neigh- 
bour, who  proraysed  hym  agayne  to  bryng  himanswere  at  night. 
Thus  this  messenger  went  hir  vfay,  leauing  this  pore  languishyng 
gentleman  hoping  against  hope,  and  fayning  by  and  by  some  iov 
and  pleasure,  wherein  he  baincd  himself  with  great  contentrd 
roinde.  Then  sodaynly  he  called  againe  vnto  rcmembrauncc,  the 
cruelty  nnd  inciuilily  of  Zilia,  which  shewed  before  his  eyes  so 
many  kindes  of  death,  as  tyraes  he  thought  vpon  the  same,  think- 
ing that  he  saw  the  choler  wiierewith  his  little  curteous  mistresse 
furiously  did  intertaine  the  messanger,  who  lindinge  Zilia  com- 
ming  forth  of  a  garden  adioiiiing  to  herhouse,nnd  hauing  saluted 
her,  and  receiued  like  curteous  salutation  would  haue  framed  hir 
talke,  by  honest  excuse  in  (he  vnsemely  charge  and  message  to  hir 
vnto  whom  she  was  sfui,  and  for  some  ease  to  the  pore  geiitltman 
which  approclied  nearer  death  than  life.  But  Zilia  brake  of  tiir 
talke  saymg:  "  1  maruell  mutch  gentle  neighbor  to  sec  you  lieere 
at  this  lime  of  tiie  day,  knowing  your  honest  custome  is  to  let 
passe  uo  minute  of  the  lyme,  except  it  be  eoiploiedia  some  vcrtu- 
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chaunged  her  co)oure  twyce  or  thrjce,  nowe  waxing  pale  lyke  the 
increasynge  moone  cclypsed  by  the  sunne,  when  shee  fceleth  a 
certayne  darkenynge  of  hir  borowed  lyghte,  then  the  vennylyon 
and  coloured  ttiynle  came  into  hir  face  agayne,  wyth  noiessehewe 
than  the  blomed  rase  newelye  budded  forthe,  whych  encreased 
halfe  so  mutch  agayne,  the  excellencyeof  that  wherewyth  nature 
had  indued  hir.  And  then  shee  paused  a  vvhyle.  Notwythstand- 
yiige,  after  that  shee  had  red,  and  red  agayne  hir  louer's  letter,  not 
able  to  dissemble  hir  foolishe  anger  which  vexed  hir  heart,  shee 
savde  vnto  the  mistresse  messanger;  "  I  would  not  haue  thought 
that  you,  being  a  woman  of  good  fame  would  (by  abusinge  your 
duety,)  haue  bene  the  ambassador  of  a  thingso  vncomely  for  your 
estate,  and  the  house  where  of  you  come,  and  towards  me  which 
neuer  was  sutch  one  (ne  j'et  pretend  to  be.)  And  trust  me  it  is 
the  loue  i  beare  you,  which  shall  for  this  tymemake  me  dissemble 
what  I  thincke,  reseruinge  in  silence,  that  whych  (had  it  come 
from  an  other)  I  would  haue  published  to  the  great  dishonour  of 
hir  that  maketh  so  little  accoumpt  of  my  chastity.  Let  it  suffice 
therefore  in  time  to  come  for  you  to  thinke  and  beleue,  thatl  am 
chaste  and  honest:  and  to  aduertise  the  lorde  of  Vide  to  pro- 
ceede  no  further  in  his  sule:  for  rather  will  I  dy,  than  agree  to 
the  least  poynct  of  that  whych  hee  desires  of  mee.  And  that  he 
may  knowe  the  same,  be  well  assured  that  hee  shall  take  his  leaue 
of  that  priuate  talke  which  sometimes  I  vsed  with  him  to  my 
great  dishonor,  as  far  as  I  can  see.  Get  you  home  therefore,  and 
if  you  loue  your  credit  so  mutch,  as  you  see  me  curious  of  my 
chastity,  I  beseech  you  vse  no  further  talke  of  hym,  whom  I 
hale  so  mutch,  as  his  folly  is  excessiue,  for  I  do  little  estceme  the 
amorous  to3'es  and  fayned  passions,  whereunto  sutch  louinge 
fooles  doe  suffer  themselues  to  bee  caried  headlong."  The  mes- 
senger ashamed  to  heare  hir  selfe  thus  pinched  to  the  quicke, 
aunswered  hir  very  quietly  without  moouing  of  hir  pacience:  "  I 
pray  to  God  (mistresse)  that  he  may  recouer  the  different  disease 
al  most  incurable  in  eylher  of  you  twayne,  ihe  same  being  so 
vehement,  as  altered  into  a  phrenesie,  maketh  you  in  this  wyse, 
incapable  of  reason."  Finishing  these  wordes  she  tooke  hir 
l^aue  of  Zilia,  and  arrtued  to  the  louer's  house,  she  founde  him 
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so  euilJ,  the  good  wiil  of  liiiii  that  oeucr  purposed  to  Ircspasse  the 
least  of  thy  commuuridetnents.  Ah,  that  tliy  beauty  slioiilct  fiiide 
a  subject  so  stubborne  in  thee,  to  torment  them  tliat  loue  and 
honor  thee.  O  maigre  and  vnkinde  recompence,  to  expellgood 
seruaunts  that  be  affecliotiate  to  a  seruice  so  iust  and  honest. 
Ah  basiliske,  coloured  ouer  with  pleasure  and  swetnesse,  how 
hath  thy  sight  dispersed  his  poyson  throughout  mine  heart?  At 
least  wise  if  I  had  some  drugge  to  repell  thy  force,  1  should  hue 
at  ease,  and  that  without  this  sute  and  trouble.  But  I  feele 
and  proue  that  this  sentence  ib  more  than  true : 

No  physicke  hearbes  the  gricfe  of  loue  can  cure, 
Ne  yet  no  drugge  that  payne  can  well  assure. 

Alas,  the  scare  cloath  will  not  serue,  to  tent  the  wound  the 
time  shall  be  but  lost,  to  launch  the  sore,  and  to  salue  the  same  it 
breeds  myne  ouerthrow.  To  be  short,  any  dressing  can  not  auayle, 
except  the  hand  of  hir  alone  which  gaue  the  wounde.  I  woulde 
to  God  shee  sawe  the  bottome  of  my  heart,  and  viewed  the  closet 
of  my  mynde,  that  shee  might  iudge  of  my  firme  fayth  and  know 
the  wrong  she  doth  me  by  hir  rigor  and  froward  will.  But  O 
vnhappy  man,  I  fecle  that  she  is  so  resolued  iu  obstinate  mynde, 
as  hir  rest  seemeth  only  to  depend  vpon  my  payne,  hir  ease  vpon 
my  griefe,  and  hir  ioy  vpon  my  sadnesse."  And  saying  so,  began 
straungly  to  weepe,  and  sighing  betwene,  lamented,  in  so  mutch 
as,  the  mistresse  messaunger  not  able  to  abide  the  griefe  and 
paynefull  trauayle  wherein  shee  saw  the  poorc  gentleman  wrapped, 
went  home  to  hir  house:  notwithstanding  she  told  afterward  the 
whole  successeof  his  loue  to  a  gentleman,  the  friend  of  Philiberto. 
Now  this  gentleman  was  a  companion  in  armes  to  the  lorde  of 
Virle,  and  a  very  familyar  freend  of  his,  that  went  about  by  all 
meanes  to  put  away  those  foolishe,  and  franticke  conceypts  out 
of  his  fansic,  but  hee  profited  as  mutch  by  his  endeuour,  as  the 
passionate  gayned  by  liis  beauines :  who  determining  to  dye, 
yelded  so  mutch  to  care  and  grief,  as  he  fell  into  a  greeuous 
sicknes,  which  both  hindred  him  from  siccpe,  and  also  his  appetite 
to  eate  and  drinke,  geuing  himselfe  to  muse  vppun  his  fillies,  and 
fansied  dreames,  without  hearing  or  admitting  any  man  to  speake 
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proued  your  fidelity,  then  had  I  not  felt  the  passing  cruell  heart 
of  hir,  that  esteemeth  more  hir  honour  to  practi&e  rigour  and 
tyranny  than  with  gentlenesse  to  maintaine  the  lyfe  of  a  pore  feeble 
knight."  "  Sir,"  (said  she,)  "  be  of  good  cheare,  doe  not  thus 
torment  your  selfe :  for  I  trust  to  gyue  you  remedy  betwene  thys 
and  to  morrowe,  and  wyll  doe  myne  endcuor  to  cause  you  to 
speake  with  hir,  vppon  whome  wrongfully  perchaunce  you  doe 
coniplayne,  and  who  dare  not  come  vnto  you,  least  ill  speakers 
conceiue  occasion  of  suspicion,  who  wil  make  the  report  more 
slaunderous,  then  remedie  for  the  cause  of  your  disease."  "  Ah" 
(sayd  the  pacient)  "  howe  ioyefuli  and  pjeasaunt  is  your  taike?  I 
seewel  tliat  you  desire  my  health,  and  for  that  purpose  would  liaue 
me  drinke  those  liquors,  which  superficiallay  appeare  to  bee 
sweele,  which  afterwardcs  may  make  my  lyfe  a  hundred  tymes 
more  faint  and  feeble  than  now  it  is."  "  Be  you  there,"  sayed 
she?  "  And  I  sweare  vnto  you  by  my  faith  not  to  faile  to  keepe 
my  proniyse,  to  cause  you  speake  alone  with  mistresse  Ziliu." 
"  Alas,  mistresse"  sayd  thelouer,  "I  askenomore  atyourhandes, 
that  I  may  heare  with  myne  own  eares  the  last  sentence  of  hope 
or  defiance."  "  Well  put  your  trust  in  me,"  sayd  she,  "  and  lake 
no  thought  but  for  your  health.  For  I  am  assured  ere  it  be 
longe,  to  cause  hir  to  come  vnto  you,  and  then  you  shall  see 
whether,  my  diligence  shall  aunswerc  the  effect  of  myne  attempt." 
"  Me  thinke  already"  (quod  he)  "  that  sicknesse  is  not  able  to 
stay  me  from  going  to  hir  that  is  the  cause,  sith  heronely  remcm- 
braunce  hath  no  lesse  force  in  mee,  than  the  clearncsse  of  the  sun 
beames  to  euaporate  the  tbicknesse  of  the  morning  mistes."  With 
that  the  gentlewoman  tookc  her  leaue  of  bym,  and  went  home 
attendynge  oportunity  to  speake  to  Zilia,  whome  two  or  three 
dayes  after  she  mette  at  church,  and  they  two  beyng  alone  togither 
in  a  chapell,  she  sayd  vnto  hir  with  fayned  teares,  forced  from 
hir  eyes,  and  sending  forth  a  cloude  of  sighes,  these  wordes: 
"  Madame,  I  nothing  doubt  at  al,  but  the  last  letters  which  I 
brought  you,  made  you  conceiue  some  il  opinion  of  me,  wliich  I 
do  guesse  by  the  frownyng  countenance  that  euer  sithens  you 
haue  borne  me.  But  when  you  shall  knowe  the  hurte  which  it 
bath  done,  I  thinke  you  wyll  not  be  so  harde,  and  voyde  of  pitye, 
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I  craue  no  more  of  you  but  that  only  fauour,  which  as  a  messanger 
of  good  newes,  I  go  to  shew  hym,  recommending  my  selfe  in  the 
meane  |frme  to  your  commaunde."  And  then  she  w€nt  vnto  the 
pacient,  whom  she  found  watkinge  vp  and  downe  the  chaumber, 
indififerenl  lusty  of  his  person,  and  of  colour  roeetely  freshe  for 
the  tyme  bee  left  his  bed.  Now  when  sir  Philiberto  saw  the 
messanger,  hee  sayde  vnto  hir  :  "  And  how  now  mystresse,  what 
newes f  Is  Zilia  so  stubborne  as  shee  was  wont  to  be?"  "  You 
may  see  hir"  (sayd  she)  "  if  to  morrowe  at  noone  you  haue  the 
heart  to  aduenture  to  goe  vnto  hir  house."  "  Is  it  possible  (sayd 
hee  imbracing  hir)  "  that  you  haue  procured  my  delyueraunce 
from  the  misery,  wherewith  I  haue  »o  long  tyme  beene  affected? 
Ah  tmsty  and  assured  frende,  all  the  dayes  of  my  lyfe  1  wii 
remember  that  pleasure,  and  benefite,  and  by  acknowledging 
of  the  same,  shall  be  ready  to  render  like,  when  you  please 
to  commaunde,  or  els  let  me  be  counted  the  most  vncurteous 
gentleman  that  euer  matle  profession  of  loue  :  I  will  go  by  God's 
help  to  see  mistresse  Zilia,  with  intent  to  endure  all  vexation, 
wherewith  dame  fortune  shall  afflict  me,  protesting  to  vex  my 
selfe  no  more,  although  I  sec  my  wished  hap  otherwise  to  ende 
than  my  desert  requireth.  But  yet  agaynst  fortune  to  contend, 
is  to  warre  agaynst  my  selfe,  whereof  the  victory  can  bee  but 
daungerous."  Thus  he  passed  all  the  day,  which  seemed  to  last 
a  thousand  years  to  hym,  that  thought  to  receyue  some  good  inter- 
taynment  of  hys  lady,  in  whose  bonds  hee  was  catched  before  he 
thought  that  woman's  malice  could  so  farre  exceede,  or  display 
hir  venomous  sting.  And  truly  thai  man  is  voyde  of  sense,  vhych 
suffrelh  hym  selfe  so  fondly  to  bee  charmed,  sith  the  pearill  of 
others  before  time  abused,  ought  to  serue  hym  for  exuumple. 
Women  be  vnto  mankinde  a  greate  confusion,  and  vnwares  for 
want  of  hys  due  foresight,  it  doth  suffer  it  selfe  to  bee  bounde  and 
taken  captiue  by  the  very  thing  which  hath  no  being  to  worke 
effect,  but  by  free  will.  Which  inchauntment  of  woman's  beauty, 
being  to  men  a  pleasaunt  displeasure,  I  thinke  to  bee  decked  with 
that  drawinge  vertue,  and  allurement,  for  chastisinge  of  their 
sinnes  who  once  fed  and  bayled  wiih  their  fading  fauour  and 
poysoned  sweetnesse,  forget  their  ownc  perfection,  and  nousled  in 
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may  forget  the  concetpt  that  mooueth  iiis  aifections,  but  the 
object  must  continually  remayne  in  him,  as  paynted,  and  grauea 

■  in  his  minde.  Wliicli  truely  as  you  say  is  a  looking  glasse,  not 
Butch  one  for  all  that,  as  the  counterfayted  apparaunce  of  repre- 
sented formes  hath  hke  vigor  in  it,  that  the  first  and  true  idees 
and  shapes  can  so  soone  vanish  witliout  Jeauing  most  perfect 
impression  of  sutch  formes  within  the  minde  of  hiui,  that  liueth 
vpon  their  onely  reraembraunce.  In  this  mirror  then  (whych  by 
reason  of  the  hidden  force  I  may  well  say  to  bee  ardent  and  burn- 
ing) haue  I  looked  so  well  as  I  can,  thereby  to  form  the  sustenta- 
tion  of  my  good  hap.     But  the  imagined  shape  not  able  to  support 

[  sutch  perfection,  hath  made  the  rest  of  the  body  to  fayle  (weakned 
through  the  niindes  passions)  in  sutch  wise  as  if  the  hope  to 
recouer  this  better  parte  halfe  lost,  had  not  cured  both,  the  whole 
decay  of  the  one  liad  followed,  by  thinking  to  giue  some  accom- 
plishment in  the  other.  And  if  you  see  me  madame,  attayne  to 
some  good  state,  impute  the  same  I  beseech  you,  to  the  good  will 
and  fauor  which  I  recciue  by  seeing  you  in  a  priuate  place,  wherein 
I  conceyue  greater  ioy  than  euer  I  did,  to  say  vnto  you  the  thing 
which  you  would  not  beleeue,  by  woords  at  other  limes  proceeding 
from  my  mouth,  ne  yet  by  aduertiseraent  signified  m  my  written 
letters.  Notwithstanding  I  think  that  my  martirdome  is  known 
to  bee  sutch  as  euery  man  may  perceyue  that  the  summe  of  my 
desire  is  onely  to  serue  and  obey  you,  for  so  mutch  as  I  can  receyue 
no  greater  comforte,  than  to  be  ccmimaunded  to  make  repaj're  to 
you,  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  whole  (although  giucn  ouer  by 
phisitians)  when  you  vouchsafe  to  employ  me  in  your  seruice,and 
thinke  my  selfe  raysed  vp  agayne  frum  une  hundred  thousand 
dealhes  at  once,  when  it  shall  please  you  to  haue  pitty  vpon  the 
griefe  and  passion,  that  !  endure.  Alas,  what  causetli  my  mishap, 
that  the  heauenly  beauty  of  yours  should  make  proofe  of  a  cruelty 
so  great?  Haue  you  decreed  madame  thus  to  torment  mee  poore 
gentleman  that  am  ready  to  sacriiice  myselfe  in  your  seruice, 
when  yon  shall  impart  some  fauuur  of  your  good  grace?  Do  you 
thinke  that  my  passions  be  dissembled?  Alacke,  alacke,  the 
teares  which  I  haue  shed,  the  losse  of  lust  to  eate  and  drinke,  the 
weary  passed  nights,  the  longe  contriued  sleepelesse  tyme  the 
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otlier  fauour  tban  that  which  I  haue  enlarged  for  your  comfort : 
bnt  rather  doe  protest,  that  so  louge  asj-ou  abide  in  this  countrey, 
I  will  neyther  goe  forth  in  streale,  nor  suffer  any  gentleman  tg 
haue  accesse  into  this  place  except  he  be  my  neare  kinsman. 
Thus  for  your  importunat  sute,  I  will  chastise  my  light  consent, 
for  harkeninge  vntoyou  in  those  requests,  which  duty  and  woman- 
hoode  ought  not  tosuffre.  And  if  you  do  proceede  in  these  your 
fullies,  I  will  seeke  redresse  according  lo  your  desert,  which  till 
now  I  haue  deferred,  thinking  that  time  would  haue  put  out  tlie 
ardent  heate  of  your  rash,  and  wanton  youth."  The  infortunate 
lord  of  Virle,  hearing  this  sharpc  sentence,  remayned  long  time 
without  speach,  so  astonned  as  if  he  had  bene  falne  from  the 
clouds.  In  the  ende  for  al  his  despayre  he  replyed  to  Zilia  with 
countenaunce  indifferent  merry:  "  Sith  it  is  so  madame,  that  you 
take  from  mee  all  hope  to  be  your  perpetuall  (pmaunt,  and  that 
without  other  comfort  or  contentation  I  must  nedes  depart  your 
presence,  neuer  (perchaunce)  hereafter  to  speake  vntoyouagaine, 
be  not  yet  so  squeimish  of  yous  beauty,  and  so  cruell  towards  your 
languishing  louer,  as  to  deny  him  a  kisse  fur  pledge  of  his  last 
farewell.  I  demaund  nothing  here  in  secret,  but  that  honestly 
you  may  openly  performe.  It  is  al  that  I  doe  crane  at  yourhandes 
in  recompence  of  the  trauayles,  paynes,  and  afflictions  suffred  for 
your  sake."  The  malitious  dame  full  of  rancor,  and  spiteful  I  rage 
sayd  vnto  him  :  "  I  shall  see  by  and  by  sir,  if  the  loue  which  you 
vaunt  to  beare  mee,  be  so  vehement  as  you  seeme  to  make  it." 
"  Ah  madame"  (sayd  the  vnaduised  louer)  "  commaundeonly,  and 
you  shal  see  witli  what  deuotion  I  will  performe  your  will,  were 
it  that  it  should  cost  me  the  price  of  my  proper  life."  "  You  shall 
haue  (quod  she)"  the  kisse  which  you  require  of  me  if  you  will 
make  promise,  and  sweare  by  tlie  fayth  of  a  gentleman,  to  do  the 
tbinge  that  I  shall  commaund,  without  fraude,  couin  or  other 
delay."  "  Madame"  (sayd  the  ouer  wilful  louer)  "  1  take  God 
to  witnesse  that  of  the  thing  which  you  shall  commaunde  I  will 
not  leaue  one  iote  vadonc,  but  it  shall  bee  executed  to  the  vtter- 
most  of  3'our  request  and  wil."  She  hearing  him  sweare  with  so 
good  affection,  sayd  vnto  him  smiling:  "  Now  then  vpon  your 
oth  which  1  beleue,  and  being  assured  of  your  vertue  and  noble 
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familyarity  of  the  people :  wherein  that  region  may  compare  with 
any  other  nation  vpon  the  earth.  Now  the  letter  of  Philiberto, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  lady  Zilia,  by  meanesof  hys  page  instructed 
for  that  purpose:  who  aduertised  hir  of  the  departure  of  his  may- 
•ter,  and  of  the  despaire  wherein  hee  was.  Whereof  shee  was 
somewhat sory,  and  offended:  But  yet  puttinge  on  hir  aunciente 
seueryiye,  tooke  the  letters,  and  breakinge  the  scale,  founde  that 
which  followeth. 


Thb  very  euill  thatcauseth  mine  anoy 
The  matter  is  that  breedes  to  me  my  ioy, 
Which  doth  my  wofull  he;irt  full  sore  displease. 
And  yet  my  hap  and  hard  yll  lucke  doth  ease. 
1  hope  one  day  when  i  am  franke  and  free. 
To  make  thee  do  the  thing  that  pieaseth  mee. 
Whereby  gayne  I  shall,  some  pleasaunt  gladoesse. 
To  supply  mine  vndeserued  sadnessc, 
The  like  whereof  no  mortall  dame  can  giue 
To  louing  man  that  heere  on  earth  doth  lyue. 
Til  is  great  good  turne  which  I  on  thee  preteade, 
Of  my  conceites  the  full  desired  ende, 
Proceedes  from  thee  (O  cruel)  mystresse  myne) 
Whose  froward  heart  hath  made  mee  to  resigne 
The  full  effect  of  all  my  liberty, 
(To  please  and  ease  thy  fonde  fickle  fansy) 
My  vse  of  speache  in  silence  to  remayne: 
To  euery  wight  a  double  hellishe  payne. 
Whose  fayth  hadst  thou  not  wickedly  abusde 
No  stresse  of  payne  for  thee  had  bene  refusde, 
Who  was  to  thee  a  trusty  seruaunt  sure, 
And  for  thy  sake  all  daungers  would  endure. 
For  which  thou  hast  defaced  thy  g»od  name. 
And  thereunto  procurde  eternall  shame. 
5f  That  roaring  tempest  huge  which  thou  hast  made  me  felt. 
The  raging  stormes  whereof,  well  neere  my  heart  hath  swell 
By  paineful  pangs:  whose  waltering  waues  by  troubled  skies, 
And  thousand  blasts  of  winde  that  in  those  seas  do  ryse 
VOL.  II.  3  M 
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Do  promise  shipwracke  sure  of  that  thy  sayUng  barke, 

When  after  weather  cicare  doth  rise  some  tempest  ciarke. 

For  ejther  I  or  thou  which  art  of  tyger's  kitide, 

In  that  great  raging  giilfe  some  daunger  sure  shalt  finde, 

Of  that  thy  nature  rude  the  dcst'nies  en 'mics  bee, 

And  thy  great  ouerthrow  full  well  they  do  foresee. 

Tlic  heaucns  vnto  ray  estate  no  doubt  great  frendship  shoe, 

And  do  secke  wayes  to  cndc,  and  finish  all  my  woe. 

This  pcnaunce  which  I  beare  by  yelding  to  thy  best 

Great  store  of  ioyes  shall  hcape,  and  bring  my  mynde  to  rest. 

And  when  I  am  ateaseamids  my  pleasaunt  happes, 

Then  shall  1  sec  tliec  fall,  and  snarld  in  fortune's  trappes. 

Then  shall  I  see  thee  ban  and  eursse  the  wicked  time, 

M'herin  thou  madest  me  gulp  such  draught  of  poysoned  wine. 

Of  which  thy  mortall  cup,  I  am  the  offcrd  wight, 

A  vowed  sacrifice  to  that  thy  cruell  spight. 

Wherefore  my  hoping  heart  doth  hope  to  see  the  day. 

That  thou  for  silence  now  to  me  shalt  be  the  pray. 

^  O  blessed  God  most  iust,  u  hose  worthy  Inude  and  prayse 

With  vttered  speach  in  skies  a  loft  I  dare  not  once  to  rayse. 

And  may  not  well  pronounce  and  speak  what  suffrance  1  sustain, 

Ne  yet  what  death  I  do  indure,  whiles  I  inlyfe  remayne. 

Take  vcngeanceon that  trn^'tresse rude,  afflict  hir corps  with  woe 

Thy  holy  arme  redresse  hir  fault,  that  she  no  more  do  soe  : 

My  reason  hath  not  so  farre  strayed  but  I  may  hope  and  trust 

To  see  hir  for  hir  wickednes,  be  whipt  with  plague  most  iust. 

In  the  meanc  while  great  heauines  my  sence  and  soule  doth  bite, 

And  shaking  feuei  ve.x  my  corps  for  griefe  of  hir  despite. 

My  mynde  now  set  at  liberty  from  thee  (Q  cruell  dame) 

Doth  giue  defiaunte  to  thy  wrath,  and  to  thy  cursed  name, 

Proclayming  mortal  warreon  thee  vntill  my  tongue  vntide, 

Shall  ioy  to  speak  to  Zilia  faA  weping  by  my  side. 

The  heauens   forbid  that  causlesse  wrong  abroad  shold  make  his 

vaunt. 
Or  that  an  vndeserued  death  furgctfull  tombe  should  haunt : 
But  that  in  written  booke  and  verse  their  names  shold  ouer  Hue 
And  eke  their  wicked  deedes  shold  dy,  and  vertues  stil  reuiue. 


THE    LORD    OP    VIBLE. 


431 


I 


I 


So  shall  the  pride  and  glory  both,  of  hir  be  punisht  right, 
By  length  of  yeares,  and  tract  of  time.     And  I  by  vertues  might, 
Full  recompence  thereby  shal  haueand  stand  still  in  good  fame. 
And  she  like  caitif  wretch  shall  line,  to  hir  long  lasting  shame. 
Whose  fond  regard  of  beautie's  grace,  contemned  hatli  the  force 
Of  my  true  loue  full  fixt  in  hir:  hir  heart  voide  of  remorse, 
Esteemed  it  selfe  right  foolishly  and  me  abused  still, 
Vsurping  my  good  honest  fayth  and  credite  at  hir  will. 
Whose  loyall  faith  doth  rest  in  soule,  and  therein  slil  shal  hide, 
Vntill  in  filthy  stincking  graue  the  earth  my  corps  shall  hide. 
Then  shal  that  soule  fraught  with  that  faith,  to  heuens  make  his 

repaire 
And  restamong  thcheuenly  rout,  bedect  with  sacred  aire. 
And  thou  for  thy  great  cruelty,  as  God  aboue  doth  know, 
With  rnful  voice  shall  wepe  and  wayle  for  thy  gret  ouerthrow, 
And  when  thou  woldslfayn  purge  thy  self  for  that  thy  wretched  dedc 
No  kindnes  shal  to  the  be  done,  extreme  shal  be  thy  mede  : 
And  where  my  tongue  doth  want  his  wil,  thy  mischiefe  to  display. 
My  hand  and  penne  supplies  the  place,  and  shall  do  so  alway. 
For  so  tliou  hast  constraynd  the  samje  by  force  of  thy  behest : 
In  silence  still  my  tongue  to  kecpc,  t'accomplishe  thy  request. 
Adieu,  farewell  my  tormentor,  thy  frend  that  is  full  mute, 
Dotli  bid  thee  farewell  once  agayne,  and  so  hce  euds  his  sute. 
He  that  liueth  only  to  be  reuenged  of  thy  cruelty, 

Philiberto  of  Virlb. 
Zilia  ]yke  a  disdaynefuil  dame,  made  but  a  iest  at  these  letters 
and  complayntes  of  the  infortunate  louer,  saying  that  she  was 
very  well  content  with  his  seruice:  and  that  when  hee  should 
perfourme  the  tvme  of  his  probation,  shee  shoiHde  see  if  he  were 
worthy  to  bee  admitted  into  the  felowship  of  theym  which  had 
made  sufficient  proofe  of  the  order,  and  rule  of  loue.  In  the 
meane  tyme  Philiberto  rode  by  great  iourncys  (as  we  haue  sayde 
before)  towardes  the  goodly,  and  pleasaunte  countrey  of  Fraunce, 
wherein  Charles  the  seuenth  that  tyme  did  raygne,  who  miracu- 
lously (But  gieue  the  Frencheman  leaue  to  flatter,  and  spcake 
well  of  hys  owne  countrey,  accordinge  to  the  fiatleringe,  and 
vauntinge  nature  of  that  nation)  chased  the  Englishcnten  out  of 


452 


THE    LOBD   or    TtBLE. 


bys  landes,  and  auncient  patrimony  in  the  yaare  of  our  Lord  1451. 
Thii  kynge  bad  bys  campe  then  warrefaringe  in  Gascoiae,  whose 
lucke  was  so  fortunate  as  hee  expelled  hys  ennymief,  and  left  no 
place  for  theym  to  fortyfy  there,  whych  incouraged  the  kynge  to 
followe  that  good  occasion,  and  by  prosecatinge  bys  victoryous 
fortune,  to  profligate  out  of  Normandie,  and  to  dispatch  bimselfe 
of  that  enneniy,  into  whose  handed,  and  seruitude  the  countreyof 
Guyene  was  ryglitly  delyucred,  and    victoryously   woone,  and 
gotten  by  the  Englishmen.    The  kyngthen  beeingein  hyscampe 
in  Normandie,  thePiedmount  gentleman  thelorde  of  Virle  afore- 
sayde,  repayred  thereunto  to  seme  hym  in  hys  person,  where  bee 
was  well  knowne  of  some  captaynes  whych  had  secne  hym  at  other 
tymes,  and  in  place  where  worthy  gentlemen  are  wunte  to  fre- 
quente,  and  in  the  duke  of  Sauoyes  courte,  whych  the  Frenche- 
men  dyd  very  mutch   haunte,   because  the  earle  of  Piedmont 
that  then  was  duke  of  Sauoy  had  marryed  lolanta,  the  seconde 
daughter  of  Charles  the  Seuenth.     Theese  gentlemen  of  Fraunce 
were  very  mutch  sory  for  the  mysfortune  of  the  lorde  of  Virle,  and 
knowinge  hym  to  bee  one  of  tiie  brauest,  and  lustyest  men  of 
armes  that  was  in  his  tyme  witliin  the  country  of  Piedmont,  pre- 
sented him  before  the  king,  commending  vnto  hys  grace  the 
vertue,  gentlenesse,  and  valiaunce  of  the  man  of  warre:  who  after 
hee  had  done  his  reuerence  nccordinge  to  hys  duety,  whych  hee 
knew  ful  wel  to  doe,  declared  vnto  him  by  signes  that  he  was 
come  for  none  other  intent,   but  in   those  warres  to  serue  hys 
maiestye :  whom  the  king  heard  and  thunkefully  receyned  assnr- 
yng  himself  and  promising  very   mutch  of  the  dumbe  gentle- 
man for  respect  of  his  personage  which  was  comely  and  wel  pro- 
porlioned;    and   therefore    represented   some  force   and   greate 
dexterity:  and  that  whych  made  the  king  the  better  to  fsotasie 
the   gentleman,  was  the  reporte  of  so  many  worthy  men  which 
extolled  cuen  to  tbeheauensilieprowesse  of  the  Piedmont  knight. 
Whereof  he  gnue  assured  testimony  in  the  assault  which  the  king 
made  to  deliutr  Roane,  tlic  rhyefe  citye  and  defence  of  ail  Nor- 
mandie, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  J451.  where  Philiberto  behaued 
himself  so  valiantly  as  he  was  the  first  that  mounted  npon  the 
wals,  and  by  his  dexterity  and  inaincyble  force,  made  way  to  the 
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sotildiers  in  the  breche,  whereby  a  little  while  after  they  entred 
and  sacked  the  enemies,  dryuing  them  out  of  the  citye,  and 
wherein  not  long  before,  that  is  to  say  1430.  the  duke  of  Somerset 
caused  loane  the  Pucelle  to  be  burnt.  The  king  aduertised  of 
theseruice  ofthedumbe  gentleman,  to  recompencehim  according 
to  his  desert,  and  bycausehee  knewe  hym  to  bee  of  a  good  house, 
he  made  him  a  gentleman  of  his  cbambre,  and  gauehima  good 
pension,  promysing  hiui  moreouer  to  continue  hys  liberality,  when 
he  should  see  him  prosecute  in  time  to  come,  the  towardnesse  of 
seruice  which  he  had  so  haply  begon.  The  dumbe  gentleman 
thanking  the  king  very  humbly,  both  for  the  present  pryncely 
reward,  and  for  promise  in  time  to  come,  lifted  vp  his  hand  to 
heauen  as  taking  God  to  witnesse  of  the  faith,  which  inuiotable 
he  promyscd  to  keepe  vnto  his  prynce;  which  he  did  soearncstly, 
as  hardely  he  had  promysed,  as  well  appeared  in  a  skirmishe 
betweene  the  Frrcnch,  and  their  auncieni  enimies  the  Englysh- 
men,  on  whose  side  was  the  valiaunt  and  hardy  captayne  the  lord 
Talbot,  who  hath  eternized  his  memory  in  the  victories  obtained 
vpon  that  people,  which  sometimes  made  Europa  and  Asia  to 
tremble,  and  appalled  the  monstruous  and  warlike  countrey  of 
Affrica.  In  this  conflycte  the  Piedmont  knighte  combated  with 
the  lorde  Talbot,  agaynste  whome  he  had  so  happy  successe,  as 
vpon  the  shock  and  incountre  he  ouerthrewe  both  man  and  horse, 
which  caused  the  discomfiture  of  the  Englishe  men :  who  after 
they  had  horsed  agayne  their  captain  fled  amaine,  leauing  the 
fielde  bespred  with  dead  bodyesand  bkidshcd  of  their  compnatons. 
This  victory  recouered  sutch  corage  and  buldiiesto  the  French,  as 
from  thai  tyme  forth  the  Englishmen  began  with  their  places 
and  forts  to  lose  also  theyr  heartes  to  defend  tliemselues.  The 
king  excedingly  wel  contented  wyth  the  prowesse  and  valiance 
of  the  dumbe  gentleman,  gaue  him  for  seruice  past  the  charge  of 
v.c.menofarmes,  and  indued  him  with  some  possessions,  attending 
better  fortune  to  make  him  vnderstand  howe  mutch  the  vertue  of 
valiance  ought  to  be  rewarded  and  cheryshed  by  prynces  that  be 
aided  in  their  necessity  with  the  dylyge«ceof  sutch  a  verluous  and 
noble  gentleman.  In  lyke  manner  when  a  prynce  hath  something 
good  in  himself,  he  can  do  no  lesse  but  loue  and  fauorthat  which 
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resembleth  himself  by  pryncely  conditions,  sith  the  vertue  in  what 
soetier  place  it  taketii  roote,  can  not  chose  but  produce  good 
fruicte,  the  vse  whereof  far  surmounts  them  all  which  aproche  the 
place,  where  these  first  scedes  of  nobility  were  throwen.  Certaine 
dayes  after  the  kinge  desirous  to  reioyce  his  knights  and  captaines 
that  were  in  his  tniyne,  and  dt^sirous  to  extinguish  quite  the  woe- 
full  time  which  so  long  space  held  Fraunce  in  fearefull  silence, 
caused  a  triumph  of  tiirney  to  bee  proclaimed  within  the  city  of 
Roane,  wherein  the  lord  of  Virle  was  deemed  and  esteemed  one 
of  the  best,  whych  furtherdid  increase  in  him  the  good  wylofthe 
kyng,  in  sutch  wyse  as  he  determined  to  procure  his  health,  and 
to  make  him  haue  his  speach  againe.  For  he  was  verye  sorry 
that  a  gentleman  so  valiant  was  not  able  to  expresse  his  minde, 
which  if  it  might  be  had  in  counsel  it  would  serve  the  state  of  a 
commonwealth,  so  wel  as  the  force  and  valor  of  his  body  had  lil 
then  serued  for  defence  and  recovery  of  his  country.  And  for 
that  purpose  he  made  proclamation  by  sound  of  trumpet  through- 
out the  prouinces  as  wcl  within  his  own  kingdome,  as  the  regions 
adioyning  vpon  the  same,  that  who  so  euer  could  heale  that  dumb 
gentleman,  shoulde  hauc  ten  thousand  frankes  for  recompence.  A 
man  myght  then  haue  scene  thousands  of  physitians  assemble  in 
fielde,  not  to  skirmish  with  the  Englysh  men,  but  to  combat  for 
reward  in  rccouery  of  the  pacient's  speache,  who  begon  to  make 
sutch  warre  against  those  ten  thousand  frankes,  as  the  kyng  was 
afrayde  that  the  cure  of  that  disease  could  take  no  effect  :  and  for 
that  cause  ordained  furthermore,  that  whosoeuer  woulde  take  in 
hand  to  heale  the  dumbe,  and  did  not  keepe  promyse  within  a 
certaine  prefixed  time,  should  pay  the  sayd  summe,  or  for  default 
thereof  should  pledge  his  head  in  gage.  A  man  myght  then  haue 
scene  those  phisicke  maysters,  nswell  beyonde  the  mountaynes,  as 
in  Fraunce  it  selfc,  retire  home  againe,  bleeding  at  the  nose, 
cursing  with  great  impiety  their  patrones,  Galea,  Hypocrales,  and 
Auiccn,  and  blamed  with  more  than  reprochful  woordes,  the  arte 
wherewith  they  fished  for  honor  and  richesse.  This  brute  was 
spred  so  far,  and  babblyng  fame  had  already  by  mouth  of  her 
trump  publyshed  the  same  throughout  the  most  part  of  the  pro- 
uiDces,  townes,  and  cities  neare  and  farre  off  to  Fraunce,  in  sutch 
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wyse  as  a  man  vvoultle  haue  thought  that  the  two  young  ineu 
(which  once  in  the  Lyme  of  the  Macedonian  warres  brought  tyd- 
ings  to  Varinius  that  the  king  of  Alaeedon  was  taken  by  the  consul 
PauUis  Emilius)  had  ben  vagarant  and  wandering  abrode  to  carry 
newes  of  the  king's  edicte  for  the  heahng  of  the  lord  of  V'irle. 
Which  caused  that  not  only  the  brute  of  tlie  proclamation,  but 
also  the  credyte  and  reputntyon  wherein  tlie  sayd  lord  was  with 
the  French  king  arrined  euen  ai  Muntcal  and  passed  from  mouth 
to  mouth,  til  at  length  Zilia  the  principal  cause  thereof  vndcr- 
stode  the  newes,  which  reioyced  hir  very  mutch,  seing  the  firme 
amitie  of  the  dumbe  lord,  and  the  syncere  faith  of  hym  in  a  pro- 
mise vnworlhy  to  be  kept,  for  so  mutch  as  where  fraude  and 
feare  doc  rule  in  heartes  of  men,  relygyon  of  promise,  specially  the 
place  of  the  gyuen  fayth,  surrendrclh  hys  force  and  reuolteih,  and 
is  DO  more  bound  but  to  that  which  by  good  wyll  he  woulde 
obserue.  Nowe  thoughtc  shee,  thoughte?  nay  rather  shee  assured 
hir  selfe,  that  the  gentleman  for  ail  hys  wrytten  letter  was  stil  so 
surprysed  wyth  hir  loue,  and  kindled  wyth  her  (ire  in  so  ample 
wyse,  as  when  hee  was  at  Montcall:  and  therefore  deterrayned  to 
goe  to  Paris,  not  for  desire  shee  had  to  see  hir  pacient  and  pcar- 
lenciarie,  but  rather  for  coueiise  of  the  ten  thousand  francks, 
wherof  already  shee  thought  hir  self  assured,  making  good  accompt 
that  the  dumbe  gentleman  when  hee  should  see  himself  discharged 
of  his  promise,  for  gratiiing  of  hir,  would  make  no  stay  to  speak 
to  the  intent  she  myght  beare  away  both  the  prayse  and  money, 
whereof  all  others  had  failed  tyll  that  tyme.  Thus  you  see  that 
she,  wbome  honest  amitye  and  long  service  cuuld  lytle  induce 
to  compassion  and  desire  to  giue  some  easevnto  hir  moste  earnest 
iouer,  yelded  hir  selfe  to  couetous  gaine  and  greadinesse  for  to 
cncrease  hir  rychesse.  O  cursed  hunger  of  money,  how  long  wilt 
thou  thus  blindc  the  reason  and  sprytes  of  men  ?  Ah  perilious 
gulfe,  how  many  hast  ilmu  onerwhehned  within  thy  bottomlcsse 
throte,  whose  glory,  had  it  not  bene  for  thee,  bad  surpassed  the 
clouds,  and  bene  equall  with  the  bryghtncsse  of  the  sunne,  where 
now  they  bee  obscured  wyth  the  thicknesse  of  thy  fogges  and 
palpable  darkenesse.  Alas,  the  fruicts  whych  thou  I  ryngest  forth 
for  all  thine  outewarde  apparance,   conduce  no  ftlycity  to  them 
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tbat  bee  thj  possessors,  for  the  dropsey  tha 
myDde,  wbjch  maketh  them  so  mutch  the 
drynke  ofte  in  that  thintty  fountaine,  is  caus< 
and  moste  miserable  is  iliat  insaciable  desire t 
glut  their  appetite,  whych  caa  receiue  no 
onely  couetousnesse  somtimes  procured  the  d 
rych  Romane  Crassus  who  through  Goo's  [ 
the  handes  of  the  Persians,  for  violating  and 
of  God  that  was  in  lerusalem.  Sextimuleus  1 
and  greedynesse  of  money,  dyd  once  cut  of  tl 
and  defender  Caius  Gracchus  the  Tribune  o 
by  the  tirant,  which  tormenteth  the  hearts  of 
not  speake  of  a  good  number  of  other  exai 
kyndes,  and  divers  nations,  to  come  againetc 
ting  hir  virtue,  the  iir^t  ornament  and  shining 
behauiour,  feared  not  the  wearines  and  irauai 
her  selfe  to  thai  danger  of  losse  of  honor,  aiu 
of  one,  vnto  whom  she  had  don  so  great  iniu 
(if  shee  hadde  not  lost  hir  ryghte  sence)  oug 
thinke  that  hee  was  not  without  desire  to 
vniustl}-  don  vnto  him,  and  specially  beine 
was  not  known,  and  he  greatly  honoured  am 
loue  that  proclamation  and  search  of  phy 
ordained.  Zilia  then  hauing  put  in  order 
departed  from  M  on  teal  I,  and  passyng  the  moi 
in  that  time  when  greatest  despayre  was  o 
recouery.  Beynge  arryucd,  wythin  feweday 
for  themthat  had  the  charge  to  entertaync  si 
cure  of  tlie  pacient.  "  For(8ayd  she)  if  ther 
by  whom  the  knight  may  recouer  his  health, 
am  she  that  shal  haue  the  prayse."  Hereof 
puted  hereunto,  were  aduertysed,  who  causei 
to  come  before  them,  and  asked  her  if  it  were 
vppon  hir  to  cure  this  dumbe  gentleman.  ' 
sweared.  "  My  maystersit  hath  pleased  Gw 
certayne  secrete  very  proper  and  meete  for 
malady,  wherewithal  if  the  pacyent  wyll,  ] 
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speake  so  well,  as  he  dyd  these  two  yeares  past  and  more."  "  I  sup- 
pose, sayd  one  of  the  commissariesj  ibatyou  be  not  ignoraunie  uf 
the  circumstances  of  the  kynges  proclamation."     "  I  knowe  ful 
wer*(quod  she)"  the  effecle  therefore,  and  therefore  doe  say  vnlo 
you,  that  1  wyll  loose  my  life  yf  I  doe  not  accomplysb  that  which 
I  doe  promyse  bo  that  I  may  haue  lycence,  to  tarry  wyth  hym 
alone, bycause  it  isof  no  lesseimportaunce  thanhys  health."   "  It 
is  no  maruell,"   sayde  the  commissary, "  consideryng  your  beauty, 
which  is  sufficient  to  frame  a  newe  tongue  in  the  moste  dumbe 
person,   that   is  vnder   the  heauens.     And   therefore 
endeuor,  assuring  you  that  you  shall  doe  a  great  pleasure  vntothe 
king,  and  besides  the  prayse  you  shall  gette  the  good  wyll  of  the 
dumbe  gentleman,  which  is  the  most  excellent  man  of  the  world, 
and  therefore  so  well  recompensed  as  you  shall  haue  good  cause 
to  be  contented  wyth  the  kynges  lyberalitye.     But  (to  the  intent 
you  be  not  deceyued)  the  meanyng  of  the  edicte  is,  that  within 
fiftene   dayes   after  you    begin  the   cure,  you  muste  make  hym 
whole,  or  else  to  satisfle  the  paynes  ordayned  in  the  same."  Where- 
unto  she  submitted  hir  selfe,  blinded  by  auarice  and  presumption, 
thinking  that  she  had  like  power  nowe  ouer  the  lord  of  Virle,  as 
when  she  gaue  him  that  sbarpe  and  cruel  penance.     These  con- 
ditions promysed,  the  commissaries  went  to  aduertise  the  knight, 
how  agentlewoman  of  Piedment  was  of  purpose  come  into  Frauoce 
to  heipe  him:  whereof  he  was  maruelously  astonned.     Now  he 
would  neuer  haue  thoughte  that  Zilia  had  borne  hym  so  great 
good  wil,  as  by  abasing  the  prydeof  hir  corage,  would  haue  come 
■o  farre  to  ease  the  griefe  of  him,  whome  by  sutcb  greate  tormenti 
she  had  so  wonderfully  persecuted.     He  thought  againe  that  it 
was  the  gentlewoman  his  neighboure,  whych  sometymes  had  done 
hir  endeuor  to  helpe  him,  and  that  nowe  she  had  prouoked  Zilia  to 
absolue  him  of  his  faith,  and  acquite  him  of  hys  promise.   Musing 
vpon  the  diuersitie  of  these  things,  and  not  knowing  wherevpon 
to  settle  hys  iudgement,  the  deputies  commaunded  that  the  woman 
physitian  should  be  admitted  to  speake  with  the  patient.     Which 
was  done  and  brought  in  place,  the  commHsaries  presently  with- 
drew themselues.     The  lord  of  Virie  seeinge  hys  enuemye  come 
before  him,  whom  sometimes  hee  loued  very  dearely,  iudged  by 
VOL.  II.  3  N 
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and  by  the  cause  wherefore  she  came,  that  onely  auaryce  and 
greedy  desire  of  gaine  had  rather  procured  hir  to  passe  the  moun- 
tayns  trauaile,  than  due  and  honest  aniitje,  wherewith  she  w&a 
double  bound  through  his  perseuerancc  and  humble  seruice,  with 
whose  sight  hee  was  so  appalled,  as  he  fared  like  a  shadowe  and 
image  of  a  dcade  man.  Wherefore  callyng  to  mynd  the  rigour 
of  his  lady,  hir  inciuility  and  fonde  commaundcmeut,  so  longe 
time  to  forbidde  hys  speach,  the  loue  which  once  hee  bare  hir, 
with  vehement  desire  to  obey  hir,  sodaiuly  was  so  cooled  and 
qualyfyed,  that  loue  was  turnetl  into  hatred,  and  will  to  seruehir, 
into  an  appetite  of  reuenge :  whereupon  he  determined  to  vse  that 
presente  fortune,  and  to  playe  his  parte  wyth  hir,  vpon  whom  hee 
had  so  foolyshly  doted,  and  to  pay  hir  with  that  money  wherewyth 
she  made  hira  feele  the  fruicts  of  vnspeakable  crueltye,  to  giue 
example  lo  fonde  and  presumptuous  dames,  how  they  abuse 
gentlemen  of  sutch  degree  whereof  the  knyghte  was,  and  that  by 
hauing  rcgarde  to  the  merite  of  sutch  personages,  they  be  not  so 
prodigall  of  themselucs,  as  to  set  their  honour  in  sale  for  vyie  re- 
ward and  filthy  mucke:  whych  was  so  constantly  conserued  and 
defended  by  this  gentlewoman,  agaynst  the  assaultcs  of  the  good 
grace,  beauty,  valour,  and  gentlenesse,  of  that  vertuous  and  honest 
suter.  And  notwithstanding,  in  these  dayes  wee  see  some  to 
resiste  the  amity  of  those  that  loue,  for  an  opynyon  of  a  certayne 
vertue,  which  they  thinke  to  be  hydden  within  the  corps  of  excel- 
lent beauty,  who  afterwards  do  set  themselues  to  sale  to  hym  that 
giuetli  most,  and  oflPretli  greatest  reward,  Sutch  do  not  deseroe 
to  be  placed  in  rank  of  chast  gentlewomen,  of  whome  they  haue 
no  smackc  at  nl,  but  amongs  the  throng  of  strumpets  kynde,  that 
haue  some  sparke  and  outward  shew  of  loue:  for  she  which  loueth 
money  and  hunteth  after  gayne,  wyl  make  no  bones,  by  treason's 
trap  to  betray  that  vnhappy  man,  which  shall  yelde  himsclfe  to 
hir:  hir  loue  tending  to  vnsensible  things,  and  sutch  in  dede,  as 
make  the  wisest  sorte  to  falsifie  their  fayth,  and  sel  the  rygbteand 
equity  of  their  iudgment.  Tlie  lorde  of  Virle,  seeing  Zilia  then 
in  itis  company,  and  Mmoste  at  his  commaundement,  fayned  as 
though  hee  knew  hir  not,  by  reason  of  his  small  regard  and  lesse 
intertaynment  shewed   vnto  hir  at  hir  first  comming.     Which 
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greatly  made  the  poore  gentlewomaQ  to  muse.  Neuerthelesse 
she  making  a  vertue  of  necessity,  and  Beeing  hir  selfe  to  bee  in 
that  place,  from  whence  shee  could  not  depart,  without  the  losse 
of  hir  honor  and  lyfe,  purposed  to  proue  fortune,  and  to  com- 
mitte  hir  selfe  vnto  his  mercy,  for  all  the  mobilytie  whych  the 
auncients  attribute  vnto  fortune.  Wherefore  shutting  fast  the 
doore,  shee  went  vnto  the  knight,  to  whome  she  spake  these 
words :  "  And  what  is  the  matter  (sir  knight)  that  now  you  make 
so  little  accompte  of  your  owne  Zilia,  who  in  times  past  you  sayd, 
had  great  power  and  aulhorytye  ouer  you?  what  is  the  cause  that 
moueth  you  hereunto :  haue  you  so  soone  forgotten  hir  i  Beholde 
me  better,  and  you  shal  see  hir  before  you  that  is  able  to  acquyte 
you  of  youre  promyse,  and  therefore  prayeth  you  to  pardon  hir 
committed  faultes  done  in  tymea  past  by  abusing  so  cruelly  the 
honest  and  firme  loue  which  you  bare  hir.  I  am  she,  which 
through  follye  and  temeritre  did  stoppe  your  mouth,  and  tyed  vp 
your  tongue.  Giue  me  leaue,  I  heseeche  you,  to  open  the  same 
agayne,  and  to  breake  the  lyne,  whych  letteth  the  liberty  of  your 
speache."  She  seeing  that  the  dumbe  gentleman  would  make  no 
aunswere  at  all,  but  mumme,  and  shewed  by  signes,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  vndoe  his  tongue,  weepyng  began  to  kisse  hym,  im- 
brace  hym  and  make  mutch  of  hym,  in  sutch  wyse,  as  he  whych 
once  studyed  to  make  eloquent  orations  before  hys  ladye,  to 
induce  hir  to  pity,  forgat  then  those  Ceremonyes,  and  spared  his 
taike,  to  ahewe  hymselfe  to  be  sutch  one  as  shee  had  made  at  hir 
commaundement,  mused  and  deuysed  altogether  vpon  the  execu- 
tyon  of  that,  which  sometyme  hee  hadde  so  paynefully  pursued, 
both  by  woords  and  contynuall  seruyce,  and  coulde  profile  nothing. 
Thus  waked  agayne  by  hir,  whych  once  had  mortyfyed  hys 
mynde,  assayed  to  renue  in  hir  that,  whych  long  tyme  before 
seemed  to  be  a  sleepe.  She  more  for  feare  of  losse  of  lyfe,  and 
the  pryce  of  the  rewarde,  than  for  any  true  or  earnest  loue  suffred 
hym  toreceyue  that  of  hir,  whych  the  longsuter  desireth  to  obtaine 
of  his  mistresse.  They  Hued  in  this  ioy  and  pleasure  the  space  of 
fiftene  dayes  ordained  for  the  assigned  terme  of  his  cure,  wherein 
the  poore  gentlewoman  was  not  able  to  conuert  hir  offended 
fryende  to  speake,  although  she  humbly  prayed  him  to  shewe  so 
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goe  free,  from  dlber  losse : 
'  hadde  to  hir  hoocMr,  to  come 
>  him  of  tus  promise. 
Bot  the  koTghte 
iBj<de  dttenaiaed  to  biynge  hir  ia 
heBBJnraif,  which  came 
Far  tke  coouansaria  seeing  that 
I  the  genUewoman  to  par 
or  else  to  loose  bjr  lyfe. 
slothjs  poore  gentlewoman 
gijcf  that  prest  on  euery  syde, 
1  Okjtjfe  woman,  by  think- 
tbesworde  to  6nish  mjne 
far  Me  to  ne  satch  cmeltye  to- 
eraeUy  in  double  wyse 
tangled  in  bis  snares, 
the  spoyles  of  myne 
le  of  my  fame,  by  malciag 
ia  tjaie  to  come?  O  what 
i  by  Bomc  furious  and 
,  or  else  that  I  brake 
;  bil,  of  those  high 
beare  in  stage,  a 
,  fer  enterprysing  a  thing 
I  haae  offiended.  Ah, 
thoa  for  pleasom  re- 
>  fek  ia  hir  whoai  thoa  dkkt  loae  so  much,  as 
dnadfkn  death.  But  O 
ihai  it  is  Car  aarthy  gaeiJua  of  my  folysh  and 
Ak  Jbluyahye  ^h1  ficUe  tiast,  is  it  possible  that 
af  hjai  which  hadde  the  brute  to 
loyal  aal  tai>eua*  guithmaii  of  hys  counirey  f 
Ahks,  1  see  wvU  bow«  that  I  aiait  ^  through  myne  onelye  sim- 
flicity,  aad  that  I  aMtte  ■■niic<  aiar  honoar  to  the  rygoor  of 
^yw,  which  with  two  adaaaafgn,  tikcth  rnier  cruell  renenge  of 
ihe  lytik  «roog>  whervwiih  my  chastity  touched  him  before.'* 
As  she  thus  had  ioished  hir  coaiplaiate.  oae  caoie  in  to  carrye 
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hir  to  pryson,  whether  willinglye  shee  wente  for  that  she  was 
already  resolued  in  desire,  to  lyue  no  longer  io  that  miserie.  The 
gentleman  contented  wyth  that  payne,  and  not  able  for  to  dis- 
semble the  gryefe,  whych  hee  conceyued  for  the  passion  whych 
hee  sawe  hys  wel  beloued  to  endure,  the  enioyinge  of  whome 
renued  the  heate  of  the  flames  forepast,  repayred  to  the  kyng, 
vnto  whome  to  the  great  pleasure  of  the  slanders  by,  andexcediug 
reioyce  of  hys  maiestye  (to  heare  hym  speake)  he  told  the  whole 
discourse  of  the  loue  betweene  hym  and  cruell  Zilia,  the  cause  of 
the  losse  of  his  speach,  and  the  somine  of  hys  rcuenge."  By  the 
faylh  of  a  gentleman  (sayed  the  king)  but  here  is  so  straunge  an 
hystorye  as  euer  I  heard  :  and  verely  your  faith  and  loyaltye  is  no 
lesse  to  be  praised  and  commended  than  the  cruelty  and  couetous- 
nes  of  the  woman  worthy  of  reproch  and  blame,  which  truly 
deserueth  some  greeuous  and  notable  iui^tice,  if  so  be  she  were 
not  able  to  render  some  apparant  cause  for  the  couerture  and 
hiding  of  hir  folly."  "  Alas  sir,"  (sayd  the  gentleman)  "  pleaseth 
your  maiesty  to  deliuer  hir  (although  she  be  worthy  of  punish- 
ment) and  discharge  the  rest  that  be  in  prison  for  not  recouery  of 
my  speach,  sith  my  onely  help  did  rest,  eytherathir  commaunde- 
mente  whych  had  bounde  me  to  that  wrong,  or  else  in  the  expired 
time,  for  whych  I  had  pleadged  my  faylh."  To  which  request, 
the  kinge  very  wiUingly  agreed,  greatly  praysing  the  wisedome, 
curtesie,  and  aboue  all  the  fidelity  of  the  lord  of  Virle,  who 
causing  his  penitenciary  to  be  sec  at  liberty,  kept  hir  company 
certayne  dayes,  as  well  to  feaste,  and  banket  hir,  in  those  landes 
and  possessions  which  the  kinges  maiesty  had  liberally  bestowed 
vpon  him,  as  to  saciate  his  appetite  with  some  fruictes  whereof  he 
had  sauoured  his  taste  when  he  was  voluntaryly  dumbe.  Zilia 
founde  that  fauour  so  pleasaunt,  as  in  maner  shee  counted  hir 
imprisonment  happy,  and  hir  trauell  rest,  by  reason  that  distresse 
made  hir  then  feele  more  Huely  the  force  and  pleasure  of  liberty, 
which  shee  had  not  founde  to  bee  so  delicate,  had  she  not  recey- 
ued  the  experience  and  payne  thereof.  Markeheere  how  fortune 
dealeth  with  them  which  truslinge  in  their  force,  despise  (in  re- 
spect of  that  which  they  doe  themselues)  the  little  portion  that 
they  iudge  to  bee  in  others.     If  (he    vayneglory,  and  arrogante 
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Two  barons  of  Hvngarie  assuring  t/iemse/ues  to  obtayne  their  sute  to 
afayre  lady  of  Boetne,  receyued  of  hir  a  itraung  and  tnaruelous 
repulse,  to  their  great  shame  and  infamy,  curssinge  the  tyme  that 
euer  they  aduenlured  an  enterprise  so  foolish. 

Penelope,  the  woful  wife  of  absent  Vlisses,  in  hir  tedious  long- 
ing for  the  home  retourne  of  thai  hir  aduenturous  knight,  assayled 
wyth  carefull  heart  amid  the  troupe  of  amorous  suters,  and 
within  the  bowels  of  hir  royall  pallace,  deserued  no  greater  fame 
for  hir  valiaunt  encountries  and  stoute  defence  of  the  inuincible, 
and  adamant  fort  of  hir  chastity  than  this  Boeme  lady  doth  by 
resisting  two  mighty  barrens,  that  canoned  the  walles,  and  well 
mnred  rampart  of  hir  pudicity.  For  being  threataed  in  hir  princes 
court,  whether  al  the  well  trayned  crew  of  eche  science  and  pro- 
fession, dydmake  repay  re,  beyng  menaced  by  Venus'  band,  which 
not  onely  summoned  hir  fort  and  gaue  hir  a  camisado  by  thick 
ACArmes,  but  also  forced  the  place  by  fierce  assault,  she  lyke  a 
oouragious  and  politike  captayn,  gaue  those  braue  and  lusty 
souldiers,  afowle  repulse,  and  in  end  taking  them  capliues,  vrged 
them  for  their  victuals  to  fall  to  woman's  toyle,  more  shameful! 
than  shamelesse  Sardanapalus  amid  hys  amorous  troupe.  I  neede 
not  amplifie  by  length  of  preamble,  the  fame  of  this  Boeme  lady, 
nor  yet  briefly  recompi  the  triumph  of  hir  victory  :  vayneit  were 
also  by  glorious  hymnes  to  chaunte  the  wisedome  of  hir  beleuing 
make,  who  not  carelesse  of  hir  lyfe,  employed  hys  care  to  serue 
hys  prynce,  and  by  seruice  atchieued  the  cause  thatdraue  him  to 
a  souldier's  st^e.  But  yet  for  trustlesse  faith  in  the  pryme  coq- 
fcrence  of  his  future  porte,  bee  consulted  wyth  a  Pollaco,  for  a 
compounded  drugge,  to  ease  his  suspect  mind,whych  medicine  so 
eased  his  maladie,  as  it  not  onely  preserued  hym  from  the  infected 
humour,  but  also  made  hir  happy  for  euer.  Sutch  fall  the  euents 
of  valiaunt  mtndes,  though  many  tymes  mother  iealosie  that  can- 
cred  wytch  steppeth  in  hir  foote  to  anoy  the  well  disposed  heart. 
For  had  he  ioyaed  to  his  valyaunce  credite  of  hia  Jouynge  wife, 
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without  the  biynde  aduyse  of  sutch  as  professe  that  blacke  and 
lyin J scyence,  double  glorye  hee  had  gayned  :  once  for  endeuor- 
yng  by  seruice  to  secke  honour :  the  seconde,  for  absolute  truste 
in  hir,  that  neuer  ment  to  beguyle  htm,  as  by  hir  firste  aunswere 
to  his  first  motion  appeareth.  But  what  is  to  be  obiected  against 
the  barons  ?  Let  them  answere  for  their  fault,  in  this  discourse 
ensuing :  whych  so  lessoneth  all  noble  myndes,  as  warely  they 
ought  to  beware  how  they  aduenture  vpon  the  honour  of  ladies, 
who  bee  not  altogither  of  one  selfc  and  yelding  tranipe,  but  wel 
forged  and  steeled  in  the  shamefast  shoppe  of  loyallie,  which 
urmurc  defendelh  them  against  the  fond  skirmishes  and  vncon- 
sidred  conflicts  of  Venus'  wanton  band.  The  maiesties  also  of  the 
king  and  queene,  are  to  be  aduaunced  aboue  the  siarres  for  their 
wise  dissuasion  of  those  noblemen  from  their  hot  and  hedlesse 
enterpryse,  and  then  their  iusticefor  due  execution  of  their  forfait, 
the  particularity  of  whych  discourse  in  this  wise  doth  begynoe. 
Mathie  Coruine,  sometime  king  of  Hungarie,  aboute  tbeyeare  of 
oure  Lorde  1458,  was  a  valiaunt  man  of  warre,  and  of  goodly  per- 
sonage. Hee  was  the  first  thai  was  famous,  or  feared  of  the 
Turks,  of  any  pryncc  that  goucrned  that  kingdome.  And  amongo 
other  his  venues,  so  well  in  armes  and  letters,  as  in  lyberallyiy 
and  curtesie  he  excelled  al  the  prynces  that  raygned  in  his  time. 
He  had  to  wyfe  queene  Beutrice  of  Arragon,  the  daughter  of  olde 
Ferdinando,kyng  of  Naples,  and  sister  to  the  mother  of  Alphonsus, 
duke  of  Ferrara,  who  in  learnyng,  good  conditions,  and  all  other 
vertues  generally  dispersed  in  hir,  was  a  surpassing  princesse,  and 
shewed  hirself  not  oncly  a  curteous  and  libcrall  gentlewoman  to 
to  king  Mathie  hir  husband,  but  to  al  other,  that  for  vertue 
seemed  worthy  of  honour  and  reward:  in  sutch  wise  as  to  the 
court  of  these  two  noble  prynces,  repaired  the  most  notable  men 
of  al  nations  that  were  giuen  to  any  kind  of  good  exercise,  and 
cuery  of  them  according  to  thcyr  desertand  degree  were  welcomed 
and  entertained.  I{  chaunced  in  this  time,  thata  knight  of  Boeme, 
the  vasall  of  kinge  Mathie,  for  that  he  was  likewyse  kyng  of  that 
countrey,  born  of  a  noble  house,  very  valiantand  wel  exercised  in 
armes,  fel  in  louewilh  a  passing  faire  gentlewoman  of  like  nobility, 
ftnd  reputed  to  be  the  fairest  of  al  the  country,  aod  bad  a  brotbec 
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that  was  but  a  pore  gentleman,  not  lucky  to  the  goods  of  fortune. 
This  Boemian  knight  was  also  not  very  rich,  hauing  onely  a 
castle,  wyth  certain  reuenuea  thervnto,  which  were  scarce  able  to 
yeld  vnto  hioi  any  great  maintenance  of  liuing.  Fallyng  in  loue 
then  with  this  faire  gentlewoman,  he  demaunded  hir  in  manage 
of  hir  brotherj  and  with  hir  had  but  a  very  little  dowrie.  And 
this  knight  not  wel  forseeing  his  poore  estate,  brought  his  wyfe 
home  to  his  house,  and  there,  at  more  leisure  considering  the  same, 
began  to  fete  his  lacke  and  penury,  and  how  hardly  and  scant  his 
reuenues  were  able  to  maintein  his  port.  He  was  a  very  honest 
and  gentle  person,  and  one  that  delighted  not  by  any  meanes  to 
burden  and  line  his  tenants,  contenting  himself  with  that  reuenae 
which  his  ancesters  left  him,  the  same  amounting  to  no  great 
yerely  rent.  When  this  gentleman  perceiued  that  he  stode  in 
neede  of  extraordinary  relyefe,  after  many  and  diuers  consydera- 
tions  with  himself,  he  purposed  to  folow  the  court,  and  to  seruc 
king  Mathie  his  souerain  lord  and  master,  there  by  his  diligence  and 
experience,  toseke  meanes  for  ability  to  sustaine  his  wife  and  him- 
self. But  BO  great  and  feruent  was  the  loue  that  he  bare  vnto  his 
lady,  as  he  thought  it  impossible  for  him  to  hue  one  houre  without 
hir,  and  yet  iudged  it  not  best  to  baue  hir  with  bim  to  the  court, 
for  auoidinge  of  further  charges  incydente  to  courtyng  ladyes, 
whose  delight  and  pleasure  restcth  in  the  toyes  and  trycks  of  the 
same,  that  cannot  be  wel  auoyded  in  poore  gentlemen,  without 
theyr  names  in  the  Mercer's  or  Draper's  lornals,  a  heauy  thyng 
for  them  to  consyder  if  for  their  disport  they  lyke  to  walke  the 
stretes.  The  daily  thynkyng  thereupon,  brought  the  poore  gentle- 
man to  great  sorrow  and  heauinesse.  The  lady  that  was  young, 
wise  and  discrete,  marking  the  maner  of  hir  husband,  feared  that 
he  had  some  misliking  of  hir.  Wherefore  vpon  a  day  she  thus 
sayd  vnto  hym:  "  Dere  husband,  willingly  would  I  desire  a  good 
turne  at  your  hand,  if  I  wist  I  should  not  displease  you."  "  De- 
maund  what  you  will,"  (said  the  knighte)  "  if  I  can,  I  shall  gladly 
performe  it,  bicause  I  do  esteeme  your  satisfaction,  as  I  do  mine 
owne  lyfe."  Then  the  lady  very  sobrely  praied  him,  that  be  would 
open  vnto  hirthe  cause  of  that  discontentment,  which  bee  shewed 
outwardly  to  haue,  for  that  his  mynd  andbehauiour  seemed  to  bee 
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the  lusty  yong  barons  and  gentlemeti  of  the  countrey  woulde  pur- 
sue the  gaine  of  thai  loue,  the  pryce  whereof  I  do  esteeme  aboue 
the  crowne  of  the  greatest  emperour  in  all  the  world,  and  woulde 
not  forgoe  for  all  the  riclics  and  precious  ievveJs  in  the  fertyle 
soyle  of  Arabie,  who  no  double  would  swarme  logylher  in  greater 
heapes  then  euer  dyd  the  wowers  of  Penelope,  within  the  famous 
graunge  of  Ithaca,  the  house  ofwanderyng  Vlisscs.  Whych  pur- 
sute  if  they  dyd  attaynCj  1  shoulde  for  euer  hercal'ter  be  ashamed 
to  shewe  ray  face  before  those  that  be  of  valour  and  regard.  And 
this  is  the  whole  effect  of  I  he  scruple  (sweete  wyfe)  that  hyndreth 
me,  to  seeke  for  oure  better  estate  and  fortune."  When  he  had 
spoken  these  words,  he  held  his  peace.  The  gentlewoman  which 
was  wyse  and  stout,  perceyuing  the  great  loue  that  her  husband 
bare  hir,  when  hee  had  stayed  himselfe  from  taike,  with  good  and 
merry  countenance  answered  bym  in  thys  wyse:  "  Sir  Vlrico," 
(which  was  the  name  of  the  gentleman)  "  I  in  lyke  manner  as  you 
haue  done,  haue  deuysed  and  thoughte  vpon  the  nobilitye  and 
byrlh  of  our  auncestors,  from  whose  state  and  port  {and  that 
wythout  oure  fault  and  cryme)  we  be  far  wydeanddeuyded.  Not- 
wythstanding  1  determined  to  set  a  good  face  vpon  the  matter, 
and  to  make  so  mutch  of  our  paynted  sheath  as  I  could.  In  deede 
I  confesse  my  selfe  to  be  a  woman,  and  you  men  doe  say  that 
womens  heartes  be  faynt  and  feeble:  but  to  bee  playne  wythyou, 
the  contrary  is  in  me,  my  hearte  is  so  stoute  and  ambitious  as 
peraduenture  not  meetc  and  consonant  to  power  and  abilit}'', 
although  we  women  will  tiiideno  lackeif  our  hartes  haue  pith  and 
strength  inough  to  beare  it  out.  And  faine  woulde  I  support  the 
state  wherein  my  mother  maintayned  me.  Howe  be  it  for  mine 
owae  part  (to  God  I  yeld  the  thanks)  I  can  so  moderate  and  stay 
my  little  great  heart,  that  contented  and  satisfied  I  can  be^  with 
that  which  your  abilityc  can  beare,  and  pleasure  commaund.  But 
to  come  to  the  point,  I  say  that  debating  with  my  selfe  of  our 
state  as  you  full  wisely  do,  I  do  verily  think  that  you  being  a  yong 
gentleman,  lusty  and  valiaunt,  no  better  remedy  or  deuyse  can  be 
found  than  for  you  to  aspyre  and  seeke  the  kyng's  fauor  nndser- 
nice.  And  it  must  needes  ryse  and  redounde  to  your  gaine  and 
preferment,   for  that  I  beare  you  say  the  king's  maiestye  dotb 
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dede  moit  worthy  of  your  presence.  Reuoluing  many  times  these 
and  sutch  lyke  cogitations,  I  haue  sought  meanes  by  sutch  alure- 
mentes  as  I  could  deuyse,  to  ease  and  mitigate  your  troubled 
minde,  and  to  wythdraw  the  great  vnquiet  and  care  wherewith  I 
sawe  you  to  be  affected.  Bycause  I  do  esteeme  you  aboue  all  the 
worlde  deemyng  your  onely  gryefe  to  be  my  double  payne,  your 
aking  fynger,  a  feruent  feuer  fit,  and  the  least  woe  you  can  sus- 
tayne  moste  bytter  death  to  me,  tliat  loueth  you  more  dearelye 
than  my  selfe.  And  for  that  I  doe  perceyue  you  are  determyned 
to  serue  our  noble  king,  the  sorrowe  which  without  doubtc  wyll 
assayle  mee  by  reason  of  your  absence,  I  will  sweeten  and  lenitie 
wyth  contentatyon,  to  see  your  commendable  desy  re  appeased  and 
quiet.  And  the  pleasaunt  memory  of  your  valy aunt  facts  beguyle 
my  pensife  thoughts,  hopyng  our  nexte  meetyng  shall  bee  more 
ioyfull  than  thy  a  ourdysiunctyon  and  departure  heauy.  And  where 
you  doubt  of  the  confluence  and  repayre  of  the  dyshoneste  whych 
shall  attempt  the  wynnyng  and  subduing  of  myne  heart  and 
vnspotted  bodye,  hytherto  inuyolably  kepte  from  the  touch  of  any 
person,  cast  from  you  that  feare, expel  from  yourminde  thatfonde 
conceipt :  for  death  shall  sooner  close  these  mortal!  eyes,  than  my 
chastitye  shall  bee  defyled.  For  pledge  whereof  I  haue  none  other 
thyng  to  gyue,  but  my  true  and  symple  fayth,  whych  if  you  dare 
trust  it  shal  hereafter  appeare  sofirmeand  inuiolable,  asnosparke 
of  guspition  shal  enter  your  careful  minde,  which  I  may  wel  terme 
to  be  carefuU,  bicause  some  care  before  hand  doth  rise  of  my 
behauior  in  your  absence.  The  try  all  wherefore  shall  yelde  sure 
euidence  and  testimony,  by  passing  my  careful  life  which  I  may 
with  better  cause  so  terme  in  your  abflence,  that  God  knoweth 
wil  be  right  pensife  and  carefull  vnto  mee,  who  ioyeth  in  nothinge 
else  but  in  your  welfare.  Neuerthelesse  all  meanes  and  wayes 
shall  bee  agreeable  vnto  my  minde  for  your  assurance,  and  shall 
breede  in  me  a  wonderfuU  cootentation,  which  lusteth  after 
nothing  but  your  satisfaction.  And  if  you  list  to  closemevpin 
one  of  the  castell  towers  til  your  return,  right  glad  I  am  there  to 
continue  an  ankresse  life :  so  that  the  same  may  ease  your  desired 
mind."  The  knight  with  great  delyght  gaue  eare  to  theaunswere 
of  his  wife,  and  when  she  had  ended  hir  talke,  he  began  to  reply 


vnto  hir:  "  My  welbeloued,  I  doe  lyke 
the  stoutnesse  of  your  heart,  it  pleaseth  n 
same  agreeable  vnto  mine.  You  haue  ligh 
inestimable  woe  by  vnderstaiiding  your  co 
determination  to  gard  and  preserue  your 
therein  to  perseuere,  still  remcmbring  that 
lost  hir  honor,  shoe  hath  forgone  the  chiefc 
this  life,  and  deseruelh  no  longer  to  be  i 
touching  my  tallce  proposed  vnto  you  altt; 
importaunce,  yet  I  meanc  not  to  depart  so 
oome  to  effect  1  assure  thee  wife,  1  will 
mistresse  of  all  that  I  baue.  In  the  meaa< 
better  of  my  businesse,  and  cousult  with  m; 
men,  and  tlien  determine  what  is  best  to  be 
V8  lyue  and  spend  our  tyme  so  merely  as  we  ( 
there  was  nothing  that  so  mutch  molested  tb( 
he  had  of  his  wife,  for  that  she  was  a  ver 
gentlewoman  :  And  therefore  he  stil  deuised 
assurance  he  myght  (iade  of  hir  behauior  i 
resting  in  this  imagination,  not  long  after  it 
knight  being  in  company  ofdiuers  gentlema: 
dry  matters,  a  tale  was  tolde  what  chaunccd  1 
countrey  whych  had  obtained  the  faiioure  aai 
man,  by  meanes  of  an  olde  man  called  Polli 
name  to  be  a  famous  cnchaunlcr  and  physitiat 
a  citic  of  Boeme,  where  plenty  of  si  I  tier  mine 
Theknight  whose  Castle  was  not  far  from  Cu' 
repaire  vnto  that  cityc,  and  according  to  his 
Pollacco,  which  was  a  very  old  man,  and 
diuers  things,  perceiued  him  to  be  of  gr 
entreated  him,  that  for  so  mutch  as  he  had  c 
for  apprehension  of  their  loue,  he  wold  also  i 
might  be  assured  that  hys  wife  did  keepe  I 
time  of  his  absence,  and  thai  by  ccrlaine  si 
sure  knowledge  whether  she  brake  hir  faith,  b 
into  Cornwall.  Sutch  vaine  trust  this  knigh 
science  of  sorcery,  whych  although  to  many 
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iul,  yet  to  him  serued  for  sure  euidence  of  his  wiue's  fidelity.  This 
Pollacco  which  was  a  very  cunning  enchaunter  as  you  haue  heard 
sayd  vnto  him :  "  Sir  you  detnaund  a  very  straunge  matter,  sutch 
as  wherwyth  neuer  hitherto  I  haue  bene  acquainted,  ne  yet 
searched  the  depthe  of  those  hydden  secrets,  a  thyng  not  com- 
monly sued  for,  ne  yet  practized  by  me.  For  who  is  able  to 
make  assurance  of  a  woman's  chastity,  or  te!  by  signes  except  he 
were  at  the  deede  doing,  that  she  had  donamisse?  Or  who  can 
gaine  by  proctors  wryt,  to  summon  or  sue  at  spiritual  courte, 
peremptorily  to  affirme  by  neucr  so  good  euydence  or  testimony, 
that  a  woman  hath  hazarded  hir  honesty,  except  he  sweare  Rem 
to  be  in  Re,  which  the  greatest  Ciuilian  that  euer  Padua  bred 
neuer  sawe  by  processe  duely  tried  i  Shall  I  then  warrantc  you 
the  honesty  of  sutch  slippery  catell,  prone  and  ready  to  lust,  easy 
to  be  vanquished  by  the  suites  of  earnest  pursuers?  But  blame- 
worthy surely  I  am,  thus  generally  to  speake:  for  some  I  know, 
although  not  many,  for  whose  poore  honesties  I  dare  adueiiture 
mine  owne.  And  yet  that  number  how  small  so  euer  it  be,  is 
worthy  all  due  reuerence  and  honoure.  Notwythstandyng  (by- 
cause  you  seeme  to  bee  an  honeste  gentleman)  of  that  knowledge 
which  I  haue,  I  wyll  not  bee  greatelye  squeimyshe,  a  certayne 
secrete  experiment  in  deede  1  haue,  wherewith  perchaunce  I  may 
satisfy  your  demaund.  And  this  is  it:  I  can  by  mine  arte  ia 
smal  time,  by  certaine  compositions,  frame  a  woman's  image,  which 
you  continually  in  a  lyttle  boxe  may  carry  about  you,  and  so 
ofte  as  you  list  behold  the  same.  If  the  wife  doe  not  breake  hir 
maryage  faith,  you  shall  still  seethe  same  so  fayreand  wel  coloured 
as  it  was  at  the  first  making,  and  seeme  as  though  it  newly  came 
from  the  painter's  shop,  but  if  perchaunce  she  meane  to  abuse  hir 
honesty  the  same  wil  waxe  pale,  and  in  deede  committing 
that  filthy  fact,  sodainly  the  colour  will  bee  blacke,  asarayed 
with  cole  or  other  filth,  and  the  smel  thereof  wyl  not  be  very 
pleasaunt,  but  at  al  times  wh^  she  is  attempted  or  pursued, 
the  colour  will  be  so  yealow  as  gold."  This  maruellous  secrete 
deuyse  greatly  pleased  the  knyght  verely  beleuing  the  same  to  be 
true,  specially  mutch  moued  and  assured  by  the  fame  bruted 
abrode  of  his  science,  whereof  the  cytyzens  of  Cutiano  tolde  very 
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out  alteration.  It  was  noysed  in  the  court  how  thys  valiaunt 
knight  Vlrico,  had  in  Boeme  the  fayrest  and  goodliest  lady  to  his 
wife  that  lined  eyther  in  Boeme,  or  Hungary.  It  chaunced  as  a 
ceriaine  company  of  young  gentlemen  in  the  courlewere  together 
(amonga  whom  was  the  knight)  that  a  Hungarian  barou  sayd  vnto 
him:  "  How  is  it  possible,  syr  Virico,  being  ayeare  and  a  halfc 
since  you  departed  out  of  Boeme,  that  you  liaue  no  minde  to  re- 
turne  to  see  your  wife,  who,  as  the  common  fame  reporieth,  is 
one  of  the  goodliest  women  of  all  the  countrey :  truely  itseemeth 
lo  me,  that  you  care  not  for  hir,  wliich  were  great  pilty  if  hir 
beauty  be  correspondent  lo  hir  fame."  "  Syr,"  (quod  Vlrico) 
**  what  hir  beauty  is  I  refcrre  vnto  the  world,  but  how  so  euer  you 
esteeme  me  to  care  of  hir,  you  shall  vndcrstand  that  I  doe  loue 
hir,  and  wil  do  so  duringe  my  lyfe.  And  the  cause  why  I  hauc 
not  visited  hir  of  long  time,  is  no  little  proofe  of  the  great  assur- 
ance I  hane  of  her  vertue  and  honest  lyfe.  The  argument  of  hir 
vertue  I  proue,  for  that  she  is  contented  that  I  should  serue  my 
lord  and  king,  and  sufficiini  it  is  for  me  to  giue  hir  intelligence 
of  my  state  and  welfare,  whych  many  tymes  by  letters  at  oppor- 
tunity I  faylenot  to  doe:  The  proofe  of  my  fayth  is  euydcnl  by 
reason  of  my  bounden  duety  to  our  soueraigne  lord  of  whom  i  haue 
receyued  so  great,  and  ample  benefits,  and  the  warrcfare  which  I 
vse  in  his  grace's  seruice  vpon  the  frontiers  of  his  realme  agaynsl 
the  enemies  of  Cliriste,  whereunto  I  beare  more  good  will  than  I 
doe  to  wediocke  loue,  preferring  duety  to  prince  before  mariage: 
albeit  my  wiue's  faytii,  and  constancy  is  sutch,  as  freely  1  may 
spend  my  lyfe  without  care  of  hir  deuoyr,  being  assured  that 
besides  liir  beauty  shee  is  wise,  vertuous  and  honest,  and  loueth 
me  aboueal  worldly  things,  tendringme  so  dearelyasshedolh  the 
balles  of  hir  owneeyes,"  "  You  haue  stoutly  sayd,"  (answered  the 
baron)  "  in  defence  of  your  wiue's  chastity,  whereof  she  can 
make  vnto  hir  selfe  no  great  warrantice,  because  a  woman  some 
tymes  will  bee  in  minde  not  to  be  mooued  at  the  requests,  and 
gifts  offred  by  the  greatest  prince  of  the  world  who  afterwards 
'Within  a  day  vpon  the  onely  sight,  and  view  of  some  lusty  youth, 
at  one  simple  worde  vttered  with  a  few  teares,  and  shorter  suite, 
yeldeth  to  his  request.  And  what  is  she  then  that  can  conceyue 
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lutcli  assuraunce  in  hirselfe  ?  What  is  bee  tfafl 

of  heartes   which  be   impenetrable?  Surely 

except  God  him  selfe.     A  woman  of  hir  owni 

able  and  plyant,  and  is  theraoste  anibitiouscc 

And  (by  God)  no   woman  doe  I  know  bd 

desirelli  to  be  beloucd,  itquircH,sued  vnlo,hoi 

And  oftentimes  it  commeth  to  passe  that  the 

which  thincke  with  fayned  lookes  to  feede  tii 

the  first  that  thrust  their  heads  into  the  am 

little  birdes  in  hard  distresse  of  weather  be  cai 

twigges.  Whereby,  sir  Vlrico,  I  do  not  see  tb 

all  other  women  compact  of  flesh  and  bone)^ 

from  God,  but  that  she  may  be  soone  entis 

"  Well  sir,"  (sayd  the  Boeme  knight)  "  I  an 

which  I  haue  spoken,  and  verely  doe  beleue 

liefe  most  true.     Euery  man  knoweth  his  ow 

foole  knoweth  better  what  hce  hath,  than  h 

they  neuer  so  wise.     Beleue  you  what  you  I 

meane  not  to  disgresse  from  that  wiiich  1  co 

me  (I  pray  you)  to  beleue  what  I  list,  sitb  bel 

nor  yet  your  discreditc  can  hinder  my  belief 

man  in  sembiable  chaunces  to  thinke,  and  be 

lusteth  and  liketh."  There  were  many  other  1 

of  the  court  present  at  their  taike,  and  as  y 

sutch  like  mcetinges)  euer)*  man  vttereth  his 

sundry  opinions  were  produced  tuuching  t 

because  diuers  men  be  of  diuers  natures,  ai 

vpon  the  pregnancy  of  their  wise  heads  there 

that  talke,  each  man   obstinate  in  hys  aliedj 

ward  peraduenture  than  reason,  more  rightly 

municatioi)    grew    so  hot  and  talke  brake  f 

same  was  reported  tothequeciie.    Tliegoodi 

of  sutch  strife  within  liir  court,  abhorring  nati 

and  contention,  sent  for  the  parties,  and  r 

poynct  to  poynct  to  make  recitall  of  the  bej 

itaunce  of  their  reasons,  and  arguments.     J 

sloode  the  effect  of  al  their  talke,  she  sayd,  t 
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owne  pleasure   might  beleeue  what  he  list,  affirming  it  to  be  pre- 
sumptuous and  extreme  folly,  to  iudge  all  women  to  be  of  one  dis- 
position, in  like  sort  as  it  were  a  great  errour  to  say  that  all  men  bee 
of  one  quality  and   cundicion  :  the  contrary  by  dayly  experience 
manifestly  appearing.     For  both  in  men  and  women,  there  is  so 
great  difference  and  variety  of  natures,  as  there  bee  heads,  and 
wits.     And  how  it  is  commonly  scene    thai  two  biothers,   and 
sisters,  borne  at  one  byrth,  bee  yet  of  contrary  natures  and  com- 
plexions,  of  manners,    and  conditions   so   diuers,  as  the    thinge 
which  shall  please  the  one,  is  altogeuther  displeasaunttoihe  other. 
Wherevppon  the  qucene  concluded,  that  the  Boemt  knight  had 
good  reason  to  continue  that  good  and  honest  credit  of  his  wyfe, 
as  hauing  proued  hir  fidelity  of  long  time,  wherein  she  shewed 
birself  to  be  very  wise  and  discret.     Now  because  (as  many  times 
we  see)  the  natures  and  appetites  of  diuers  men  beinsaciable,  and 
one  man  sometimes  more  foolish  hardy  tiian  another,  euen  so  (to 
say  the  troth)  were  those  two    Hungarian   barons,  who  seeming 
wise  in  their  owne  conceiptes,  one  of  them  sayd  to  the  queene  in 
this  manner:  "  Madame,  your  grace  doth  wel  maintaine  the  sexe 
of  womankinde,  because  you  be   a  woman.     For  by  nature  it  is 
gieuen  to  that  kinde,  stoutly  to  stand  in  defence  of  themselues,  be- 
cause their   imbecillity,   and  weakenes  othervvise   would   bewray 
them:  and  although  good  reasons  might  be  alledged  to  open  the 
causes  of  thir  debility,  and  why  they  be  not  able  to  attayne  the 
hault  excellency  of  man,  yet  for  this  tyme  I  doe  not  meane  to  be 
tedious  vnto  your  grace,  least  the  little  heart  of  woman  should  rysc 
and  display  that  conceit  which  is  wrapt  within  that  httle  moulde. 
But   to  retourne  to  this  chaste  lady,   through  whom   our  talke 
began,  if  we  might  craue  licence  of  your  maiesty,  and  saulfe  con- 
duct of  thys  gentleman  to  knowe  hir  dwelling  place,  and  haue 
leaue  to  speake  to  hir,  we  doubt  not  but   to   breake  with  our 
batteringe  talke  the  adamant  wallcs  of  hir  chastity  that    is    so 
famous,  and  cary   away  that  spoile  which  victoriously  we  shall 
atchieue.""  I  know  not,"aun3wered  the  Boeme  knight,  •*  whatyee 
can,  or  will  doe,  but  sure  I  am,  that  hitherto  I  am  notdeceyued." 
Many  things  were  spoken  there,  and  sundry  opinions  of  eyther 
partes  alledged,  in  ende  the  two  Hungarian   barons  persuaded 
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wil  needes  guage  all  the  lands,  and  goods  you  haue,  that  you  bee 
able  to  vanquishe  my  wyue's  honest,  and  chaste  heart,  I  am  con- 
tented, for  the  singuler  credite  which  I  repose  in  hir,  to   ioyne 
with  you,  and  will  pledge  the  poore  lyuinge  I  haue  fur  proofe  of 
mine  opinion,  and  shall  accomplishe  al  other  your  requestes  made 
here,  before  the  maiesties  of  the  kinge  and  queene.     And  there- 
fore may  it  please  your  highiiesse,  sitli   this  fond  deuice  can  not 
be  beaten  out  of  their  heads,  to   gieue  licence  vnto  those  noble- 
men, the  lords  Vladislao  and  Alberto,  (so   were  they  culled)  to 
put  in  proofe  the  mery  conceipt  of  their  disposed  mindes  (whereof 
they  do  so  greatly  bragge)  and  I  by  your  good  grace  and  fauoure, 
am  content  to  agree  to  their  demaundes:  and  wee,  answered   the 
Hungarians,  do   once  agayne  affirme  the  same   which  wee  haue 
spoken."    The  king   willing  lo  haue  them  gyuc  ouer  that  strife, 
was  intreated  to  the  contrary  by  the  barons:  whereupon  the  kinge 
perceyuingc  their  follies,  caused   a  decree  of  the  bargayne  lo  be 
put  in  writing,  eyther  parties  interchaungeably  subscribing  the 
same.     Which  done,  they  tooke  their  leaues.     Afterwards,  the 
two  Hungarians  began  to  put  their  enterprise  in  order  and  agreed 
betweene  themselues,  Alberto  lo  bee  the  firste  that  should  aduen- 
ture  vppon  the  lady.     And  that  within  sixe  weckes  after  vpon  his 
returne,  the  lord  Vladislao  should  proceede.     These  thinges  con- 
cluded, and  all  furnitures  for  ihcir  seuerall  iorneys  disposed,  the 
lord  Alberto  departed  in  good  order,  with  two  seruaunts  directly 
trauaj'ling  to  the  castle  of  the  Boerae  knight,  where  being  arriued, 
bee  lighted  at  an  Inne  of  the  towne  adioyning  lo   the  castle,  and 
demaunding  of  the  hoste,  the  conditions  of  the  lady,   hee  vuder- 
gtoode  that  shee  was  a  very  fayre  woman,  and  that   hir  honesty, 
and  loue  towards  hir  husbande  farre  excelled  hir  beaiily.     Which 
wordes  nothing  dismayede  the  amorous  baron,  but  when  hee  had 
pulled  of  his  bootes,  and  richely  arayed  hymselfe,  he  repayred  to 
the  castle,  and  knockinge  at  the  gates,  gaue  the  lady  to  vnderstand 
that  he  was  come  to  see  hir.     She  which  was  a  curteous  gentle- 
woman, caused   him   lo  be  brought  in,   and    gently   gaue  him 
honourable  intcrtaynment.     The  baron  greatly  mused  vppon  the 
beauty,  and  goodlinesse  of  the  lady,  singularly  commending  hir 
honest  order  and  behauiour.     And  beinge  set  downe,  the  young 
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death :  and  to  the  intent  none  of  my  house  may  suspect  our 
doings,  I  shall  desire  you  to  morrow  in  the  morninge  about  nyne 
of  the  clock,  which  is  the  accustomed  time  of  your  repayre 
hither,  to  come  vnto  my  castle,  wherein  wlien  you  be  entred, 
speedily  to  mount  vp  to  the  chaumber  of  the  highest  tower,  ouer 
the  doore  whereof,  yee  shall  finde  the  armes  of  my  husband, 
entayied  in  marble:  and  when  you  be  entred  in,  to  shutlhe doore 
fast  after  you,  and  in  the  meane  time  I  will  wayte  and  prouyde, 
that  none  shall  molest  and  trouble  vs,  and  then  we  sliall  bestowe 
our  selues  for  accomplishment  of  that  which  your  loue  desireth." 
Nowe  in  very  deede  this  chaumber  was  a  very  strong  pryson 
ordayned  in  auncient  lyme  by  the  progenitours  of  that  territory, 
to  impryson,  and  punislie  the  vassals,  and  tenants  of  the  same,  for 
offences,  and  crimes  committed.  The  baron  hcaryngethis  lyberall 
offer  of  the  ladye,  thinking  that  he  had  obteined  the  summe  of  al 
his  ioy,  so  glad  as  if  he  had  conquered  a  whole  kiugdonie,  the 
best  contented  man  aliue,  thanking  the  lady  for  hir  curleous 
answere,  departed  and  retourned  tohislnne.  God  knoweih  vppon 
howe  merry  a  pinne  the  hearte  of  this  young  baron  was  sette, 
and  after  he  had  liberally  banketted  his  hosle  and  hostesse,  plea- 
santly disposing  himselfe  to  myrth  and  recreation,  he  wente  to 
bed,  where  ioy  so  liglitned  his  merry  head,  as  no  slepeatail  could 
close  his  eyes,  sutch  be  the  sauage  pangs  of  those  that  aspyre  to 
like  delyghts  as  the  best  reclaimer  of  the  wildest  hauk  could  neuer 
take  more  payne  or  deuise  mo  sliiftes  to  man  the  same  for  the  better 
alchieuing  of  hir  pray,  than  dyd  this  braue  baron  for  brynging 
hys  enterprise  to  effect.  The  nexteday  early  in  the  morning  hee 
rose,  dressing  himselfe  with  the  sweete  perfumes,  and  putlinge  on 
hys  finest  suite  of  apparell,  at  the  appoincted  houre  hee  went  to 
the  casteil,  and  so  Kccretly  as  he  could,  accordinge  to  the  ladies 
instruction^  hee  conucyed  himselfe  vp  into  the  chaumber  which 
hee  founde  open,  and  when  he  was  entred,  hee  shut  the  same,  the 
maner  of  the  doore  was  sutch,  as  none  within  coulde  open  it  with- 
out a  key,  and  besides  the  strong  lucke,  it  hadde  both  barre  and 
bolt  on  the  outside,  wyth  sutch  fasleninge  as  the  deuili  himselfe 
being  locked  within,  could  not  breuke  forth.  The  lady  whych 
wayted  hard  by  for  his  comming,  so  soone  as  she  perceyued  that 


tbe  doore  was  shut,  strpt  vnto  the 

the  doore,  and  also  without  she  barred,  n 

carying  the  key  away  with  hir.    This  chat 

tower  of  the  house  (as  is  before  sayd)  wbc 

wyth  good  furniture,  the  w^-ndow  whereof 

coulde  iooke  out  wytliout  a  ladder.    Tbe  o 

in  good,  and  conuenient  order,  apt  and  m 

son.     When  the  lordc  Alberto  waswithio, 

(as  the  lewes  do  for  Messias)  when  the 

appoynctment  shoulde  come.     And  as  he 

building  castles  in  the  ayre,  and  deuising  t 

his  braine,  behold  he  heard  one  to  open  a  I 

the  doore  of  that  chamber,  which  was  as  st 

to  receiue  a  loafe  of  bread,  or  cruse  of  wyn« 

prysoners.     He  thinkyng  that  it  had  bee 

heardethe  noyse  of  a  lyttle  girle,  who  look 

*ayd  vnto  him:  "  My  lord  Alberto,  the  lad 

(for  that  was  hir  name)  hath  sent  me  thus  < 

for  as  much  as  you   be  come  into   this  pla 

lone,  to  dispoyle  hir  of  hir  honour,  shee  ha 

B  theefc,  accordinge  to  your  deserte,  and  | 

suffer  penance,  equall   to  the  measure  of  ; 

fore  so  long  as  you  shal  remain  in  thys  pla< 

you  to  gaine  your  bread  and  drinke  with  > 

poore  women  doe  for  gayne  of  theyrlyuingi 

coole  the  heate  of  your  lusty  youth,  and  to  a 

of  sauce  meete  for  them  to  assay,  that  go  a 

theyr  honour :  she    bad  me   lykcwise  to   t 

yarne  you  spin,  the  greater  shall  be  the  abur 

your  fare,  the  greater  payne  you  take  tc 

more  lyberall  she  will  be  in   dystrybutyng 

(she  saycth)  that  you  sl)all  faste  wyth  brew 

determinate  sentence  she  hath  decreed  nc 

broken  for  any  kindc  of  sute  or  intreaty  tb: 

When  the  maiden  had  spoken  these  wordf 

dore,  and  returned  to  hir  ladye,  the  baron 

had  ben  commen  to  a  mariage,  did  eate  doi 
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before,  bycanse  he  thought  to  beentertejmed  with  better  and  dain- 
tier store  of  viandes,  who  nowe  at  those  newes  fared  like  one  out  of 
his  wittes  and  stoode  still  so  amazed,  as  though  his  leggs  would 
haue  fayled  liiin,  and  in  one  moment  his  spyrites  began  to  vanysh 
and  hys  force  and  breath  forsoke  hym,  and  fel  downe  vpon  the 
chamber  flore,  in  sutch  wise  as  hee  that  had  beheld  hym  would 
haue  thought  him  rather  dead  than  liuyng.  In  this  state  he  was 
a  great  tyme,  and  afterwardes  somewhat  commynge  to  himselfe, 
he  could  not  tel  whether  hee  dreamed,  or  else  that  the  words  were 
true,  which  the  maiden  had  sayde  vnto  hym :  In  the  end  seeing, 
and  beynge  verely  assured,  that  he  was  in  a  pryson  so  sure  as 
bird  in  cage,  through  disdayne  and  rage  was  like  to  dye  or  else  to 
lose  his  wits,  faring  with  himselfe  of  long  time  lyke  amadde  man, 
and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  passed  the  rest  of  the  day  in  walking 
vppe  and  downe  the  chaumber,  rauing,  stamping,  staring,  curs- 
ynge  and  vsing  words  of  greatest  villanie,  lamenting  and  bewail- 
inge  the  time  and  day,  that  so  like  a  beast  and  brutysh  man,  he 
gaue  the  attempt  to  dispoyle  the  honesty  of  an  other  man's 
wyfe.  Then  came  to  his  mind  the  losse  of  all  his  lands  and  goods, 
which  by  the  king's  authority  were  put  in  comprimise,  then  the 
shame,  the  scorne,  and  rebuke  whych  hee  should  receiue  at  other 
mens  handes,  beyonde  measure  vexed  him :  and  reporte  bruted 
in  the  courte  (for  that  it  was  impossible  but  the  whole  worlde 
should  knowe  it)  so  gryeued  hym,  as  his  heart  seemed  to  be  strained 
with  two  sharp  and  bityng  nailes:  the  paynes  whereof,  forced 
hym  to  loose  hys  wyttes  and  vnderstandynge.  In  the  myddes  of 
whych  pangs  furiously  vauntyng  vp  and  downe  the  chaumber,  hee 
espied  by  chaunce  in  a  corner,  a  dystaffe  furnyshed  with  good 
store  of  flaxe,  and  a  spyndle  hangyng  thereuppon  :  and  ouercome 
wyth  choler  and  rage,  hee  was  aboute  to  spoyle  and  break  the 
same  in  pieces:  but  remembryng  what  a  harde  weapon  necessitye 
is,  hee  stayed  his  wysedome,  and  albeyt  he  hadde  rather  to  haue 
contryued  hys  leysure  in  noble  and  gentleraanlyke  pastyme,  yet 
rather  than  he  would  be  idle  he  thoughte  to  reserue  that  instru- 
ment to  auoyde  the  tedious  lacke  of  honest  and  familiar  company. 
When  supper  time  was  come,  theemayden  retoumed  agayne,  who 
opening  the  portall  dore,  saluted  the  baron,  and  sayde:  "  My 
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lord,  mj  miitresse  bath  sent  mee  to  vyi 
and  to  recdae  at  yonre  good  handes  the  effe 
wbo  bopeth  that  yoa  haae  sponoe  some  i 
ihreede  for  earning  ofyoor  supper,  wbjcb  b 
readilybrought  Tuto  yoa."  The  baroa  fall 
felonious  moode,  if  before  he  were  £kllea  i 
proieMatioo  of  these  words,  seemed  to  trans 
iCMoe,  and  began  to  raile  at  the  poore  wench, 
hjr  like  a  strumpet  of  the  slews,  faring  as  tfa 
beaten  hi r,  or  don  hir  some  other  roischiefe 
stayed  from  doyng  any  hurt.  The  poore  w< 
inistresse,  in  laughing  wise  sayd  vnto  him :  * 
you  chafe  and  rage  againste  mee  ?  Me  think 
to  vse  sutch  reprochful  words,  which  am 
bounde  to  the  commaunderoent  of  my  mistre 
not  know  that  a  pursiuaunt  or  messanger 
blame  ?  The  greatest  kyng  or  emperour  of  tl 
defiaunce  from  a  meaner  prynce,  neuer  vseth 
scolding  wordes,  ne  yet  by  villaay  or  rebuke 
Is  it  wisdome  then  for  you,  being  a  present  pt 
of  your  kepers,  in  thys  dishonorable  soru 
disordred  taike?  Bat  sir,  leaue  of  your  rages, 
for  this  present  tyme,  for  my  mystresse  maru 
durst  come  (for  al  your  noble  state)  to  giue 
hir  good  name,  which  message  shee  requyred 
and  besides  a  desire  shee  bath  to  know  wheth 
spynning,  you  haue  gained  your  meat  for 
against  the  wynd,  and  beat  water  in  a  niortei 
hen .  e  to  goe  before  you  haue  earned  a  reco 
which  shai  be  giuen  you.  Wherefore  it  is  i 
suffer  the  penance  of  your  fond  attempt,  whi< 
to  sustainc,  and  think  no  scorn  thereof  harde) 
and  bard  aduentures  must  nccdes  suffer  the 
belonging.  This  is  the  determinate  senten 
mynd,  who  fourdeth  you  no  belter  fare  than 
you  can  not  shewe  some  prety  spyndle  full  o 
your  good  wyll  at  this  present  pynch  of  y( 
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mayden  seeyng  that  hee  was  not  disposed  to  sLewe  some  part  of 
wyllingmind    to  gaine  his  lyuiog  by  that  prefixed  scyence  sbat 
the  portall  doore,  and  went  her  way.  The  vnha[>py  baron  (arryued 
thether  in  very  yll  tyme)  that  nyght  had  neyther  breade  nor  broth, 
and   therefore  he  fared  accordynge    to  the  prouerbe :  He  that 
goeth  to  bed  supperlesse,  lyeth  in  his  bed  restlesse,  for  duringe  the 
whole  night,  no  sleepe  could  fasten  hyseyes.     Now  as  this  baron 
was  closed  in  pryson  faste,  so  the  ladye  tooke  order,  that  secretly 
wyih  great  cheare  hys  seruauntes  should  be  interteyned,  and  his 
horsse  wyth  sweete  haye  and  good  prouender  well  mainteined,  all 
his  furnitures,  sumptiire  horse  and  caryages  conueyed  within   the 
castle,  where  wanted  nothyng  for  the  state  of  sutch  a  personage 
but  onely  lyberty,  makyng  the  host  of  the  Inne  beleue  (wher  the 
lord  harbored  before)  that  he  was  returned   into  Hungarie. 
now  lurne  we  to  the  Boeine  knight,  who  knowynge  that  one  of  the 
two  Hungarian  Competitors,  were  departed  the  court  and  ridden 
into  Boeme,  dyd  still  behold  the  quahty  of  the  inchaunted  image, 
wherein   by  the  space  of  thre  or  foure  dayes,  in  whych  time,  the 
baron  made  his  greatest  sute  to  his  ladie :  he  marked  a  certaine 
alteration  of  coloure  in  the  same,  but  afterwards  returned  to  his 
natiue  forme :  and  seeing  no  greater  transformation,  he  was  wel 
assured,  that  the  Hungarian  bnron  was  repulsed,  and  im ployed  his 
labor  in  vaine.  Wliereof  the  Boeme  knight  was  excedingly  pleased 
and   contented,  bycause  he  was  well  assured,  that  his  wyfe  had 
kept    hir  selfe  ryghte  pure  and  honest.      Nottvithstandyng   hys 
mynde  was  not  wel  settled,  ne  yet  hys  heart  at  rest,  doubting  that 
the  lord  Vladislao,  which  as   yet  was  not   departed  the  courle, 
'would  obtayne  the  thing,  and  acquite  the  faulte,  which  his  com- 
panion had   comiil(|ted.     The    imprysoned   baron  which  all  this 
tyme  had  neither  eaten  nor  dronken,  nor  in  the  night  could  sicepe, 
in  the  mornyng,  after  he  had  considred  hismisaduenture,  and  well 
_j>erceyued  no  remedy  for  him  lo  goe  forth,  except  hee  obeyed  the 
Jadie's  best,  made  of  necessity  a  vertue,  and  applyed   himselfe  to 
Jearne  to  spynne  by  force,  which  freedome  and  honour  could  neuer 
Viaue  made  him  to  do.     Whercuppon  he  toke  the  distaffe  and 
^Dcganne  to  spynne.     And  albeyt  that  hee  neuer  sponne  in  al  hys 
Ijrfe  before,  yet  instructed  by  necessity,  so  well  as  he  could,  he 


drewe  out  bis  tbreede,  aovr  small  aad  thei 

times  of  the  meanest  sorte,  but  verye  often  i; 

closed,  and  worse  twisted,  all  oute  of  fouri 

sundry  tymes.vcry   heartelj   he   laughed  U 

cunning,  but   would  haue  made  a  cunning 

into  ten  lliousand  laughters,  if  she  had  bee 

morning   he  spent  in  spynning,  and  when 

customed  messenger,  the  mayden,  repayred 

opening  the  wyndow  demaunded  of  the  baro 

foreward,  and  whether  he  were  disposed  to  : 

bys  comming   into   BoemeP  Hee  well  beal 

■harae,  vltered  vnto  the  maide  the  whole  c 

made  betweene  him  and  bis  companion,   ao' 

hir  mayster,  and  afterwards  shewed  vnto 

tbrede.     The  young  wenche  smylyng  at  h; 

sainci  Marie  this  is  well  done,  you  arc  wort 

hire :  for  now  I  well  perceiue  that  hunger  f 

ofbirdenne.     I  conne  you   thanck,  that  1 

puissantly  gayne  your  lyuing.     Wherefor 

which  you  haue  begonne,  I  doubt  not  but  s 

sutch  a  workeman,  as  my  mistresse  shall  t 

hir  flax  to  spinne  (to  hir  great  charge  and 

hir  smockes,  but    that  the  same  may  wel  b 

house,  yea  althoughe  the  same  doe  seme  bu 

for  dresser  hordes,  orcleanynge  of  hir  vessell 

forth.     And  as  your  good  deserts  do  merit< 

arte,  now  well  begonne,  euen  so  your  Q^H 

hyther,  requyreth  no  Icsse,  for  that  you  banc 

When  she  had  spoken  these  woords,  she  r^ 

of  meates  for  hys  dynner,  and  bade  hym  i 

was  returned  vnto  hir  lady,  shee  shewed  vn 

of  threde,  and  told  hir  iherewythall  the  w 

pact  httwene  the  night    Vlrico,  and  the  t 

Whereof  the  lady  sore  astonned,  for  the  s: 

hir,  was  notwithstanding  wel  contented,  foi 

forseene  the  same:  but  most  of  all  reioysed 

■o  good  opinion  of  hir  honest  lyfe.     And  b 
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tise  hym  of  tbose  euents,  she  purposed  to  attend  the  comniyng  of 
the  lord  Vladislao  to  whomt;  she  meat  to  do  like  penance  for  his 
careiesse  bargayne  and   dishonest  opinion,  accordyngly  as  he 
deserued,  maruelling  very  mutch  that  both  the  barons,  were  so 
rash  and  presumptuous,  daungerously  (not  knowing  what  kind  of 
woman  she  was)  to  put  their  landes  and  goodes  in  hazard.     But 
considering  the  nature  of  diuers  brainsick  men,  which  passe  not 
how  careiesly  they  aduenture  their  gained  goods,  and  inherited 
lands,  so  they  may  atchieue  the  pray,  after  which    they  vaineiy 
hunt,  for  the  preiudice  and  hurt  of  other,  she  made  no  accompt 
of  these  attemptes,  sith  honest  matrones  force  not  vppon  the  sutes, 
or  vayne  consumed  time  of  lyght  brained  cockscombs,  that  care 
not  what  fond  cost  or  ill  imployed  houres  they  waste  to  anoy  the 
good  renoume  and  honest  brutes  of  women.     But  not  to  discourse 
from  point  to  potut  the  particulers  of  this  intended  iorney,  this 
poore  deceiued  baron  in  short  time  proued  a  very  good  spinner,  by 
exercise  whereof,  he  felt  sutch  solace,  as  not  onely  the  same  was 
a  comfortable  sporte  for  his  captiue  time,   but  also  for  want  of 
better  recreation,  it  seemed  so  ioyfull,  as  if  lie  had  bene  pluming 
and  feding  his  hawke,  or  doing  other   sports  beiongyng  to  the 
honourable  state  of  a  lord.     Which  his  wel  approued  labour,  the 
maiden  recompensed  with  abundance  of  good  anddelycatemeates. 
And  alth<»ugl)    the  lady  was    many   limes   requyred  to  visile  the 
baron,  yet  she  would  neuer  to  that  request  consent.     In  whych 
tyrae  the  knyj^ht  Vlrico  ceased  not  continually  to  viewe  and  re 
uewe  the  state  of  his  image,  which   appeared  styll  to  bee  of  one 
well  coloured  sorte,  and  although  thys  vse  of  hys  was  diuers  times 
marked  and  scene  of  many,  yet  being  earnestly  demaunded  the 
cause  thereof  bee  woulde  neuer  disclose  the  same.     Many  con- 
iectures  thereof  were  made,  but  none  could  attayne  the  troutfae. 
And  who  would  liaue  thought  that  a  knight  so  wyse  and  prudente 
had  worne  within  his  pursse  any  inchaunted  tbyng?  And  albeyt 
the  kyng  and  queene  had  intelligence  of  thys  frequent  practyse  of 
the  knight,  yet  they  thoughtc  not  mete  for  thepriuateand  secrete 
mystery,  to  demuund  the  cause.     One  moneth  and  a  halfe  was 
passed  now   that  the   lorde  Alberto  was  departed  the  court,  and 
become  a  castle  knyghte  and  cunning  spynster:  which  made  the 


476 


A     LADY    OF    BOEME. 


them  selues,  and  inade  their  vaunts  that  they  were  able  to  dim  be 
the  skyes,  aud  both  would  attempt  and  also  bring  to  passe  any 
enterprise  were  it  neuer  so  great,  affirming  their  former  offer  by 
otbe,  and  offering  to  guage  all  the  landes,  and  goods  they  had, 
that  within  the  space  of  v.  moneths  they  woulde  eyther  of  them 
obtayne  the  gentlewoman's  t^ood  will  to  do  what  they  list,  so  that 
the  knight  were  bound,  neytlier  to  returne  home,  ne  yet  to  aduer- 
tise  hir  of  their  determination.  The  queene,  and  all  the  standers 
by,  laughed  licaitely  at  this  their  offer,  mockinge  and  iesting  at 
their  foolish,  aud  youlhly  conceites.  Whycli  the  barons  perceiu- 
ing,  sayde  :  "  You  thinke  madame  that  we  speake  triflingly,  and 
be  not  able  to  accomplish  this  our  proposed  enterprise,  but  madame, 
may  it  please  you  to  gieue  vs  leaue,  wee  meane  by  earnest 
attempt  to  gieue  prool'e  thereof."  And  as  they  were  thus  in  reason- 
inge  and  debating  the  matter,  the  kinge(hearinge  tell  of  this  large 
offer  made  by  the  barons)  came  into  the  place  where  the  queene 
was,  at  such  time  as  she  was  about  to  dissuade  them  from  the 
frantik  deuise.  Bcfort;  whom  he  being  entred  the  chamber,  the 
two  barons  fell  downevpon  their  knees,  aud  humbly  besought  his 
grace,  that  the  compact  iua<ie  bctwene  sir  VIrico  and  them  might 
proceede,  disclosing  vnto  him  in  few  wordes  the  effect  of  all  their 
talke,  whych  franckly  was  graunted  by  the  king.  But  the  barons 
added  a  Prouisio,  that  wlien  they  hud  won  ilieir  wager,  the  knight 
by  no  meanes  shoulde  hurt  his  wyfe,  and  from  that  tyme  forth 
should  gieue  ouer  hys  false  opinion,  that  women  were  not  natur- 
ally gieuen  to  the  sutes  and  requests  of  amorous  f)ersons.  The 
Boeme  knight,  who  was  assured  of  hys  wyue's  great  honesty,  and 
loyall  fayth,  belecucd  so  true  a»  the  gospell,  the  proportion  and 
quality  of  the  image,  who  in  all  the  tyme  that  hee  was  farre  of, 
neuer  perceyued  the  same  to  bee  eytber  pale  or  blacke,  but  at 
that  tyme  lookinge  vpon  the  image,  hee  perceiued  a  certarue 
yealow  colour  to  rise,  as  hee  thought  his  wyfe  was  by  some  loue 
pursued,  but  yet  sodeynly  it  returned  agayneto  hisnaturall  hcwe, 
which  boldned  him  to  say  these  words  to  the  Hungarian  barons: 
"  Yee  be  a  couple  oi  pleasaunt,  and  vnbeleeuing  gentlemen,  and 
haue  conceyued  so  fanlasticall  opinion,  as  euer  men  of  your 
calling  did :  but  sith   you  proceede  in  your  obstinate  folly,  and 
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occasion  to  repayre  into  Boeioe  to  doe  certayne  liis  aflfaires,  he 
thought  it  labor  wel  spent  to  ride  some  portion  of  his  iourney, 
though  it  were  besides  the  way,  to  dygresseto  do  reuerence  vnto 
fair,  whom  fame  aduaunced  aboue  tlie  sliyes:  and  thus  passing  his 
first  visitation  he  returned  againeto  his  lodging.  The  lady  when 
the  baron  was  gone  from  hir  castle,  was  rapt  into  a  rage,  greatlye 
offended  that  those  two  Hungarian  lordes  so  presumptuously  had 
bended  themselues  lyke  common  theeues  to  wander  and  roue  the 
countreys,  notonely  to  robbe  and  spoyle  hir  of  hir  honour,  but 
also  to  bryng  hir  in  displeasure  of  hir  husband,  and  thereby  into 
the  dauDger  and  peryll  of  Death.  By  reason  of  which  rage  (not 
without  cause  conceiued)  she  caused  an  other  chamber  to  be 
made  ready,  next  wall  to  the  other  baron  that  was  become  sutch 
a  notable  spynster,  and  vpon  the  nexte  returne  of  the  lord  Vladis- 
lao,  she  receiued  him  with  no  lesse  good  entertainement  than 
before,  and  when  night  came,  caused  him  to  be  lodged  in 
hir  owne  house  in  the  chamber  prepared  as  before,  where 
he  slept  not  very  soundly  all  that  night,  through  the  con- 
tinuall  rcmembraunce  of  hys  ladies  beauty.  Next  morning 
heperceiued  iiimself  to  be  locked  fast  in  a  pryson.  And  when 
he  had  made  him  readye,  thinking  to  descend  to  bid  the  lady 
good  morrow,  seeking  meanes  to  vnlock  the  doore,  and  per- 
ceiuing  that  he  could  not,  he  sloode  styll  in  a  dumpe.  And  as  hee 
was  thus  standyng,  maruelling  the  cause  of  his  shuttyng  in  so  fast, 
the  maiden  repaired  to  the  hole  of  the  dore,  giuing  his  honor  an 
vnaccustomed  salutation,  which  was,  that  hir  mistresse  com- 
maunded  hir  to  glue  him  to  vnderstand,  that  if  hee  had  any  lust 
or  appetyte  to  his  breakfast,  or  if  he  minded  from  thenceforth  to 
ease  his  hunger  or  conteine  lyfe,  that  he  should  giue  him  selfc  to 
learne  to  reele  yarn.  And  for  that  purpose  she  willed  him  to 
looke  in  sutch  a  corner  of  the  chamber,  and  he  should  find  cer- 
taine  spindles  of  thred,  and  an  instrument  to  windehis  yarn  vpon. 
"  Wherefore"  (quod  she) "  apply  yourself  thereunto, and  loose  no 
lime."  He  that  had  that  tyme  beholden  the  baron  in  the  face, 
would  haue  thought  that  hee  had  scene  rather  a  marble  stone, 
than  the  figure  of  a  man.  But  conuerting  his  colde  conceyued 
moode,  into  mad  anger,  he  felt  into  ten  times  more  displeasure 
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with  himselfe,  than  is  befure  described  by  the  other  baron.  Bnt 
seeiage  that  his  mad  behauiour,  and  beastly  vsage  was  bestowed 
in  vayne,  the  next  day  lie  began  to  reele.  The  lady  afterwardes 
when  shee  had  intelligence  of  the  good,  and  gaynefull  spinning 
of  the  lord  Alberto,  and  the  wel  disposed,  and  towardly  reeling 
of  the  lord  Vladislao,  greatly  reioyced  for  makinge  of  sutch  two 
notable  workemen,  whose  workemanship  exceeded  the  labours  of 
them  that  had  bene  apprentyzes  to  the  occupation  seuen  yeares 
togeather.  Sutch  bee  the  apt  and  ready  wyts  of  the  souldiers  of 
loue  :  wherein  I  would  wishe  all  Cupides  dearlings  to  be  nousled 
and  applied  in  their  youthly  time :  then  no  doubt  their  passioni 
woulde  appease,  and  rages  assuage,  and  would  giue  ouer  bolde 
attempts,  for  which  they  haue  no  thancke  of  the  chaste  and  honest. 
And  to  thys  goodly  sight  the  lady  brought  the  seruaunts  of  these 
noblemen,  willing  them  to  marke  and  beholde  the  diligence  of 
their  maysters,  and  to  imitate  the  industry  of  their  gallant  exer- 
cise, who  neuer  attayned  meate  before  by  labour  they  had  gayned 
the  same.  Which  done,  shee  made  them  take  their  horse,  and 
furnitures  of  their  lords,  and  to  depart :  otherwise  if  by  violence 
they  resisted,  she  would  cause  their  choller  to  be  cauimed  with 
sutch  like  seruice  as  they  saw  their  lordes  doe  before  their  eyes. 
The  seruaunts  seeing  no  remedy,  but  must  needes  depart,  tooke 
their  leaue.  Afterwards  she  sent  one  of  hir  seruaunts  in  post  to 
the  courte,  to  aduertise  hir  husband  of  all  that  which  chaunced. 
The  Boeme  knight  receyuing  these  good  newes,  declared  the 
same  vnto  the  king  and  queene,  and  recited  the  whole  storj'  of 
the  two  Hungarian  barons,  accordingly  as  the  tenor  of  hiswyues 
letters  did  purport.  The  princes  stoode  still  in  great  admiration, 
and  highly  commended  the  wisedome  of  the  lady,  esteeming  hir 
for  a  very  sage  and  poUiticke  woman.  Afterwards  the  knight 
Vlrico  humbly  besought  the  king  for  execution  of  his  decree  and 
performaunce  of  the  bargayne.  Whereupon  the  king  assembled 
his  counsell,  and  required  euery  of  them  to  saye  their  minde. 
Vpon  the  deliberation  whereof,  the  lord  chauncellor  of  the  king- 
dome,  with  two  counsellers,  were  sent  to  the  castle  of  the  Boeme 
knight,  to  enquire,  and  leame  the  processe  anddoingcsofthetuo 
lordes,  who  diligently  accomplished  the  kinge's  commaundement. 
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THE  TWENTY-NINTH  NOUELL. 


Dom  Diego  a  genl/eutan  of  Spatftufell  in  hue  withfayrt  Ginewat 
and  $hr  with  him  :  their  loue  by  meanes  of  one  that  enuied  Dom 
Diego  hii  happy  ehoyte,  «as  htf  default  of  light  credit  on  hi r  part 
interrupted.  He  comtant  of  mynde,Jell  into  despayre,  and  aban- 
doninge  alt  his  frends  and  lining,  repayrrd  to  the  Pyreue  Moun- 
taynes,  where  he  led  a  sauage  lyfe  for  ccrtayne  moneths,  and  after- 
Tcardes  knowne  by  one  of  hy$  freendet,  not  (by  marueylout  circum- 
ttaunce)  reconciled  to  hysfroward  mitlresse,  and  maryed. 

Mens  mischaances  occamogon  the  brunts  of  dyuers  tragical!  for- 
tunes, albeit  vpon  (heir  first  taste  of  bitternesse,  they  sauorof  s 
certayne  kinde  of  lothsome  relish,  yet  vnder  the  rynde  of  that 
vntaaerouse  sap,  doth  lurke  a  sweeter  honoye,  than  sweetnesse  it 
selfe,  for  the  fruit  that  the  posterity  may  gather,  and  leanie  by 
others  hurts,  how   they   may  louihe,  and  shun   the    like.     But 
bicause  all  thinges  haue  their  seasons,  and  euery  thynge  is  not 
conuenienl  for  all  times,  and  places,  I  purpose  now  to  shew  a 
notable  example  of  a  vayne  and  superstitious  louer,  that  abandoned 
his  lining  and  friendes,  to  becomr  a  sauage  desert  man.     Which 
liistory  resenibleth  in  a  maner  a  tragical  comedy,  comprehending 
the  very  same  matter  and  argument,  wherewyth  the  greatest  part 
of  the   sottishe  sorte  arme   themselues  to  couer  and  defend  their 
follies.     It  is  red  and  seene  to  often  by  common  custome,  and 
therefore  needelesse  heere  to  display  what  rage  doth  gouerne,  and 
headlong  hale  fonde  and  licentious  youth  (conducted  by  thepangue 
of  loue,  if  the  same  be  not  moderated  by  reason,  and  cooled  witli 
sacred   lessons)  euen  from  the  cradle  to  more  mature  and  riper 
age.     For  the  tininny  of  loue  amonges  all  tiie  dea,(IIy  foes  that 
ve.xe  and  aftiict  our  mindes,  glorieth  of  his  force,  vaunting  hym- 
selfe  able  to  chaunge  the  proper  nature  of  things,  be  they  neuer 
so  sou  tide  and   perfect:   who  to  make  them  like   his  lustes,  trans- 
formt'th  himsejfe  into  a  substaunce qualified  diuersly,  the  benerto 
intrap  sutch    as  be  eiuen  to  liis  vanities.     But  hauing  auouched 
so  many  examples  before,  1  am  content  for  this  present  lo  tell  the 
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discourse  of  two  persons,  chaunced  notlong  sithens  in  Catheloigne. 
Of  a  gentleman  that  for  his  constancy  declared  two  extremities 
in  him  selfe  of  loue  and  folly.  And  of  a  gentlewoman  so  fickle 
and  inconstant,  as  loue  and  they  which  wayted  on  him,  be  dis- 
ordered, for  the  trustlesse  grounde  whereupon  sutch  foundation  of 
seruice  is  layed,  which  yee  shall  easely  conceiue  by  well  viewing 
the  difference  of  these  twayne:  whom  I  meaiie  to  summon  to  the 
lists,  by  the  blast  of  this  sounding  trump.  And  thus  the  same 
beginneth.  Not  long  after  that  the  victorious  and  noble  prynce, 
younge  Ferdinandus,  the  sonneof  Alphonsus  kynge  of  Aragon  was 
deade,  Lewes  the  twelfth,  that  tyme  being  Frenche  king,  vpon, 
the  marches  of  Catheloigne,  betwene  Barcelona,  and  the  moun- 
taynes,  there  was  a  good  lady  then  a  wyddow,  which  had  bene  the 
wyfe  of  an  exceliant,  and  noble  knight  of  the  countrey,  by  whom 
she  hadde  left  one  only  daughter,  which  was  so  carefully  brought 
vp  by  the  mother  as  noihinge  was  to  deare  or  hard  to  bee  brought 
to  passe  for  hir  desire,  thinking  that  a  creature  so  noble  and  per- 
fect, could  not  be  trayned  vp  to  delicately.  Now  besides  hir 
incomparable  furniture  of  beauty,  this  gentlewoman  was  adorned 
with  hayre  so  fayre,  curie,  and  yeaiow,  as  the  new  fined  golde  was 
not  matchable  to  the  shining  locks  of  this  tender  infant,  who 
therefore  commonly  was  called  Gineura  la  Blonde.  Halfe  adaye's 
iorney  from  the  house  of  this  wyddow,  lay  the  lands  of  another 
lady  a  wydow  also,  that  was  very  rich,  and  so  wel  allied  as  any  in 
all  the  land.  Tliislady  hadasonne,  whom  she  caused  to  be  trayned 
vp  so  well  in  armes  and  good  letters,  as  in  other  honest  exercises 
proper  and  meete  for  a  gentleman  and  great  lordc,  for  which 
resjject  shce  had  sent  him  to  Barcelona  the  chyefe  citty  of  all  the 
countrey  of  Catheloigne.  Senior  Dom  Diego,  (for  so  was  the 
Sonne  of  that  wydow  called)  profited  so  well  in  all  thynges,  that 
when  hee  was  xviii.  yeares  of  age,  there  was  no  gentleman  of  his 
degree,  that  did  excell  him,  ne  yet  was  able  to  approche  vnto  his 
perfections  and  commendable  behauiour.  A  thing  that  did  so  well 
content  the  good  lady  his  mother  as  she  could  not  tell  what 
countenaunce  to  keepe  to  couer  hir  ioy.  A  vice  very  common  to 
fond  and  foolish  mothers,  who  flatter  themselues  with  a  shadowed 
hope  of  the  future  goodnesse  of  their  children,  which  many  times 
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doth  more  hurt  to  that  wanton  and  wilf 
ad  uauDcement.  The  persuasion  also  of  sat 
doth  blinde  the  spirites  of  youth,  as  the 
same  bee  farre  more  vile  than  before  tk 
firisl  table  (made  in  his  first  colou  es)  ofth 
take  no  force  or  perfection,  and  so  by  im 
the  parent  and  chyldc  commonly  escape  m 
To  come  agayne  therefore  to  our  discoun 
tyme  that  (the  cathoUke  kyng  deceased) 
which  succeeded  him  as  heyre,  passing  thrc 
Spayne  to  bee  inuested,  and  take  possessic 
and  kyngdomes :  which  knoweu  to  die 
ihey  determined  to  receiue  hym  with  sutc 
and  honor,  as  duely  appertaineth  to  the  g 
•o  great  a  prince,  as  is  the  sonne  of  the  R 
amonges  other  thinges  they  prepared  n  trii 
none  was  suffred  to  enter  the  lists,  but  yo 
neuer  yet  had  followeti  armes.  Among*  v 
noblest  person  was  chosen  chiefe  of  one  pa 
come  to  Barcelona  after  the  receyucd  b 
accustomed  for  sutch  entertaynment,  to  g 
to  see  the  brauery  of  the  yong  Spanish  n( 
place  himselfe  vpon  the  scafiblde  to  iudgc 
aunce  of  the  runners.  In  that  magnifiqne 
all  mens  eyes  were  bent  vpon  Dom  Diego, 
made  hys  aduersaries  to  feele  the  force  of  h 
and  dexterity,  on  horsebacke,  and  caused 
towarti  valiance  in  time  to  come,  whose  no 
the  victory  of  the  campe  on  his  side. 
Philip  to  say,  that  in  all  his  life  he  net 
handled,  and  that  the  same  seemed  rather 
hardy  men,  than  an  exercise  of  yong  gei 
to  support  the  deedes  of  armes,  and  trau 
which  cause  calling  Dom  Diego  before 
graunt  (yong  gentleman)  that  your  ende 
beginnings  and  hardy  shock  of  proofe  dotu 
whereof  I  will  this  night  that  ye  do  yo 
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morrow  (by  God's  assistance)  to  dub  you  knight."  The  yong 
gentleman  blushing  for  shame,  vpon  bis  knees  kissed  the  princes 
hands,  thanking  him  most  humbly  of  the  honor  and  fauor  which 
it  pleased  his  maiesty  to  do  to  him,  vowing  and  promising  to  do 
so  wel  in  time  to  cume,  as  no  man  should  be  deceyued  of  their 
conceyued  opinion,  nor  the  king  frustrate  of  his  seruice,  which  was 
one  of  his  most  obedient  vassals  and  subiects.  So  the  next  day 
he  was  made  knight,  and  reccyued  the  coller  of  the  order  at  the 
hands  of  king  Philip,  who  after  the  departure  of  his  prince  which 
tooke  his  iorney  into  Castille,  retired  to  hisowne  landes  and  house 
more  to  see  his  mother,  wiiom  long  time  before  he  had  not  scene, 
than  for  desire  of  pleasure  that  be  in  Beldes,  which  notwithstand- 
ing he  exercised  so  wel  as  in  end  he  perceyued  resiaunce  in  townes 
and  citties,  to  be  an  imprisonment  in  respect  of  that  lie  felt  in 
countrey.  As  the  poets  whilome  fayned  loue  to  shoote  his arrowes 
amid  the  woods,  forrests,  fertile  fields,  sea  coasts,  shores  of 
great  ryuers,  and  fountaync  brinkes, and  also  vppon  the  tops  of 
huge,  and  hygh  mountaynes  at  the  pursute  of  the  sundry  sorted 
Nymphes,  and  fieldish  dimigods,  deeming  tlie  same  to  bee  a 
meane  of  hbcrty  to  follow  loue's  tract  without  suspition,  voyde  of 
company  and  lothsome  cries  of  citties,  where  ieaiousie,  enuy,  false 
report,  and  ill  opinion  of  all  things,  haue  pitched  their  camp,  and 
raysed  their  tents.  And  contrariwise  franckly  and  wyihout  dis- 
simulation in  the  fieldes,  the  freende  discouering  his  ptassion  to  his 
mistresse,  they  enioy  the  plcasureof  hunting,  the nalurall  musicke 
of  byrds  and  sometimes  in  pleasaunt  herbers  compassed  with  the 
murmur  ofsome  running  brookes,  they  communicate  their  thoughts, 
beautihe  the  accorde  and  vnity  of  louers,  and  make  the  place  fa- 
mous for  the  Brst  witnesse  of  their  amorous  acquaintaunce.  In  like 
manner  thrice,  and  foure  times  blest  be  they  there,  who  leeuing 
the  vnquiet  toyletliat  ordinarily  doth  chaunce  to  them  that  abyde 
in  cities,  doe  render  ducty  of  their  studies  to  the  muses  wherevnto 
they  be  most  addicted.  Now  Dom  Diego  at  his  owne  house 
loued  and  cherished  of  his  mother,  reuerenced  and  obeyed  of  liys 
subiects  after  he  liad  iuiployed  some  time  at  his  study,  had  none 
other  ordinary  pleasure  but  in  rousing  the  deere,  hunting  the 
wilde  bore,  run  the  hare,  sonitimes  to  fly  at  the  hearon,  or  fearful 
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curtesie  and  gentle  enteitaynment,  and  to  receyue  this  ioy  by 
visiting  your  house,  whereof  1  trust  in  time  to  come  to  be  so  per- 
fect a  frend,  as  my  predecessors  heeretofore  haue  bene."  "  Sir," 
sayd  the  lady,  "  if  happinesse  may  be  attributed  to  them,  that 
most  doe  gayne,  I  ihincke  my  selfe  better  fauored  than  you,  for 
that  it  is  my  chaunce  to  lodge  and  entertayne  him,  that  is  the 
worthiest  person  and  best  beloued  in'all  Catheloigne."  The  gentle- 
man blushing  at  that  prayse,  sayd  nothing  els,  but  that  affection 
forced  men  so  to  speake  of  his  vertues,  notwithstandinge  sutch  as 
hee  was,  he  vowed  from  thenceforth  liis  seruice  to  hir  and  all  hir 
houshold.  Gineura  desirous  nut  to  bee  slacke  in  curtesie,  sayd 
that  he  should  not  so  do,  except  she  wtre  partaker  of  some  part 
of  that,  which  the  knight  so  liberally  had  offered  to  the  whole 
family  of  hir  mother.  The  gentleman  which  till  that  time  tooke 
no  heede  to  the  deuine  beauty  of  the  gentlewoman,  beholding  hir 
at  his  pleasure,  was  so  astoonned,  as  hee  could  not  tell  what  to 
aunswere,  his  eyes  were  so  fi.xed  vpon  hir,  spendinge  his  lookes 
in  contemplation  of  that  freshe  hew,  stayned  with  a  red  vermilion, 
vppon  the  alabaster  and  fayre  colour  of  hir  cleare  and  beautifuU 
face.Viil  for  the  imbelishing  of  that  nalurall  perfection,  the 
attire  vppon  hir  head  was  so  couenable  and  proper,  as  it  seemed 
the  same  day  shec  had  looked  for  the  comming  of  him,  thatafter- 
wardes  indured  so  mutch  for  liir  sake.  For  hir  head  was  adorned 
with  a  garlande  of  floures,  interlaced  wyth  hir  golden,  and  ena- 
miled  hayre,  which  gorgeously  coueredsomepartof  hir  shoulders, 
disparcled,  and  hanging  down  some  tymc  ouer  hir  passing  i'ayre 
foreheade,  soraewhyles  vpon  hir  ruddy  cheekes,  as  the  sweete, 
and  pleasaunt  windy  breath  dyd  mooue  them  to,  and  fro :  Yee 
should  b4ue  scene  hir  waucriiig  and  crisped  tresses  disposed  with 
so  good  grace,  and  comelynesse,  as  a  man  would  haue  thought 
that  loueand  the  three  Graces  couldc  not  tell  elsewhere  to  harbor 
tbemselues,  but  in  tlini  riche  and  delectable  place  of  pleasure,  in 
gorgeous  wise  laced  and  imbraudred.  Vpon  hir  eares  did  hang 
two  sumptuous  and  riche  orieniull  pearles,  which  tu  the  urtificiall 
order  of  hir  hayre  added  a  cerien  splendent  brlghtnes  And  he 
that  had  beholden  the  shining  and  large  forehead  of  that  Nimph 
which  gallantly  was  beset  with  adiamonde  of  inestimable  price 
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lent  enterlayncmcnt  and  comely  grace  to  all  indifferently.  This 
was  not  to  imitate  the  maiver  of  the  most  parte  of  ourfayre  ladies, 
and  gentlewomen,  who  (mooued  wyth  what  opinion  I  know  not) 
be  so  disdaynefull,  as  almost  theyr  name  causetli  discontentment, 
and  breedeth  in  them  great  imperfection.  And  who  hy  thinking 
to  appeare  more  brauc,  and  fine,  by  to  mutch  squeymishe  dealing, 
doe  ofFiiscate  and  darken  with  folly  their  exterior  beauty,  blotting, 
and  defacing  that  which  beauty  maketh  amiable,  and  worthy  of 
honor.  I  leaue  you  now  to  consider  wheather  Dom  Diego  had 
occasion  to  forgo  his  speach,  and  to  bee  bereft  of  sense,  being 
liuely  assayled  with  one  so  well  armed  as  Gineura  was  with  hir 
graces  and  honesty:  who  no  lessc  abashed  with  the  port,  counte- 
naunce,  sweete  talk,  and  stately  behauiour  of  the  knight,  which 
she  vewed  to  be  in  him  by  stealing  lookes,  felt  a  motion  (not 
wonted  or  accustomed)  in  hir  tender  heart,  that  made  hir  to  chaunge 
color,  and  by  like  occasion  speachlessc :  an  ordinary  custome  in 
them  that  be  surprised  with  the  malady  of  loue  to  lose  the  vse  of 
speach  where  the  same  is  most  needefuU  to  gieue  the  intier  charge 
in  the  heart,  which  not  able  to  support  and  beare  the  burden  of 
80  many  passions,  departetli  some  portion  to  the  eyes,  as  to  the 
the  faythful  messengers  of  the  mynde's  secret  conceipts,  which 
tormented  bej'ond  measure,  and  burninge  with  affection,  causeth 
sometimes  the  humor  to  gushe  out  in  that  parte  that  discouered 
the  first  assault,  and  bred  the  cause  of  that  feuer,  which  frighted 
the  hearts  of  those  two  yong  persons,  not  knowing  well  what  the 
same  might  be.  When  they  were  come  to  the  castle,  and  dis- 
mounted from  their  horsses,  many  welcomes  and  gratulations 
were  made  to  the  knight,  which  yelded  more  wood  tothefire,  and 
liuely  touched  the  yong  gentleman,  who  was  so  outraged  with 
loue,  as  almost  he  had  no  minde  of  himselfe,  and  rapt  by  litle,  and 
little,  was  so  intoxicated  with  an  amorous  passion,  as  all  other 
thoughtes  were  lothsome,  and  ioye  displeasaunt  in  respect  of  the 
fauourable  marlirdome  which  hec  suffered  by  thinkingof  hisfayre 
and  gentle  Gineura.  Thus  the  knight  which  in  the  morning  dis- 
posed him  selfe  to  pursue  the  hart,  was  in  heart  so  attached,  as 
at  euening  he  was  become  a  seruaunt,  yea  and  sutch  a  slaue,  as 
that  voluntary  seruitude  wholly  dispossessed  him  from  his  former 
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»hutvpin  pryson,  and  donot  know  whcather  I  sliall  be  receyued, 
or  being  receyued  baue  intertaynment,  according  to  desert?    Ah 
Giiieura,  I  would  to  GotI,  tliat  tby  beauiy  did  prickemeeno  worsse, 
than  the  tree  wiiereut' tliou  takest  tliy  name,  is  sharp  in  touching,  and 
bitter  to  them  that  taste  it.  Truely  I  esteeme  my  comming  hither 
happy  (fur  all  the  passion   that  1  indure)  sith  the  purchase  of  a 
grieli.'  soJucky  dotli  quality  the  ioy,  that  made  nie  to  wander  thus 
ouer  frankly.     Ah  fayre  anionges  the  fayrest,  truely  tiie  tearet'ull 
beast  wiiich  with  the  hloiidy   haie  houndes  was  torne  in  pieces,  is 
not  more  martired,  than  uiy  heart  deuidedin  opinions  vpponthyne 
affection.     And  what  doe  1  know   if  thou  louest  an    other  more 
worthy  to  bee  fauourcd  of  thee  than  thy  poore  l>om  Diego.     But 
it  isimpossihle  that  any  can  appruche  the  sincerity  that  I  feele  in 
my  heart,  determining  rather  to  indure  death,  than  to  serue  other 
but  fayre  and  golden  Gineura:  therefore  my  loyalty  rece^'uing  no 
comparison,  cannot  bee  matched  in  man  suthcient  (for  respect  of 
the  same)  to  be  called  seruaunt  of  thine  excellency.     Now  come 
what  shal,  by  uieaues  of  this,  1  am  assured  tliat  so  long  as  Dom 
Diego  liueih,  his   heart  shal  receyue  none  other  impression    or 
desire,  but  tliat  which  inciteth   him  to  loue,  serue,  and  honor  the 
fairest  creature  at  lliys  day  within  the  compasse  of  Spayne."  Re- 
solued    hereupon,    sweating,  laboring,    and   trauelling  vpon    the 
framing  of  his  louc,  lie  founde   nothing  more  expedient  than  to 
tel  hir  his  passion,  and  let  bir  vnderstaad  the  good  wil  that  he 
bad  to  do  hir  seruice,  and  to  pray  hir  to  accept  hym  for  sutch,  as 
from  that  time  forth  would  execute  nothing  but  under  the  title 
of  hir  good  name.     On  th'otherside  Gineura  could  not  close  hir 
eyes,  and  knew  not  the  cause  almost   that    so   impecbed  hir  of 
sleepe,  wherefore  now  tossing  on  th'one  side,  and  then  turning  to 
the  other,  in  bir  rich  and  goodly  bed,  fantasied  do  fewer  deuises 
than  passionated  Dom  Diego  did.   In  th'end  sheconcluded,  that  if 
the  knight  shewed  hir  any  euident  signe,  or  opened  by  word  of 
mouth  any  speach  of  loue  and  seruice,  she  would  not  refuse  to  do 
the  like  to  him.     Thus  passed  the  night  in  thoughts,  sighes,  and 
wishes  betwene  these  ii.  apprentises  of  the  thing,  whereof  they 
that  be  learners,  shal  soone  attaync  the  experience,  and  they  that 
follow  the  occupation  throughly,  in   short  time  be  their  crafts 
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maisters.    The  next  day  the  knight  would  depart  so  soone  as  he 
was  vp :  but  the  good  widow,  imbracing  the  personage  and  good 
onler  of  the  knight  in  hir  heart,  more  than  any  other  that  she 
had  seene  of  long  lime,  intreatid  him  so  earnestly  to  tary  as  lie 
which  loued  better  to  obey  hir  request  then  to  depart,  although 
fayned  the  contrary,  in  the  end  appeared  to  be  vanquished  vpon 
the  great  importunity  of  the  lad}-.     Al  that  morning  the  mother 
and  the  daughter  passed  the  time  with  Dom  Diego  in  great  taike 
of  common  matters.   But  he  was  then  more  astonned  and  inamored 
tlian  the  night  before,  in  sutch  wise  as  many  times  he  aunswered 
so  vnaptly  to  their  demaunds,  as   it  was  easily  perceiued  that  his 
minde   was  mutch   disquieted  with   some    thing,   that  only  did 
possesse  the  force  and  vehemence  of  the  same  :  notwithstanding 
the  lady  imputed  that  to  the  slmmefasteuesse  of    the  gentleman, 
and  to  his  simphcity,  which  had  not  greatly  frequented  the  com- 
pany of  ladies.     When  dinner  lime  was  come,   they  were  serued 
with  sutch  great  fare  and  sundry  delicates  accordingly  as  with  bir 
hart  she  wyshed   to  intertain  the  young  lord,  to  the  intent  from 
that  time   forth,  he  might  more  williuglye  make  repaire  to  hir 
house.     After  dinner    he  reudred  thanks  to  his   hostesse  for  his 
good  cheare  and  intertainment  that  he  had  recieiued, assuring  hir, 
that  all  the  dayes  of  his  life  he  would  miploy  himselfe  to  recom- 
pcnce  hir  curtesy,  and  with   all    duety  and  indeuor  to  acknow- 
ledge that  fauor.     And  hauing  taken  his  leaue  of  the  mother,  be 
went  to  the  damosell,  to  hir  I  say,  that  had   so  sore  wounded  bis 
hearte  who  already  was  so   deepely  grauen   in  his  mind,  as   the 
marke   remained  there  for   euer,  taking  leaue  of  hir,  kissed  hir 
handes,  and   tliinking   verily  to  e.xpres^e  that  whcreuppon  bee 
imagined  all  the   nyghte,  his  tongue  and  wits  were  so  tyed  and 
rapt,  as  the   Gentlewoman    perfectly  perceiued   this  alteration, 
whereat  she  was  no  whit  discontented  and  therefore  all  blushyng, 
sayde  vnto  him  ;  "   I  pray  to  God  sir,  to  case   and  comfort  your 
gryefe,  as  you  leaue  vs  desirous  and  glad,  long  to  enioy  your  com* 
pany."     "  Truely  genllewoman,"  (aunswered    the   knyght,)  "  I 
think  my  selfc  more   than  huppy,  to    heare  that  wysh    proceede 
from  sutch  a  one  as  you  be,  and  specially  for  the  desire  whycb 
you  say  you  haue  of  my  presence,  whych  shall  bee  euer  readye 
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lo  doe  that  whych  it  shall  please  you  to  commaunde."  The 
gentlewomaa  bashfull  for  that  offer,  thanked  hym  verye  heartilye 
praying  him  wyth  sweete  aod  smilinge  countenance,  not  to  for- 
get the  waye  to  come  to  visile  them,  beyng  wel  assured,  that  hir 
mother  would  be  very  glad  thereof.  "  And  for  mine  owne  part," 
(quod  she)  "  I  shall  thinke  my  self  happy  to  be  partaker  of  the 
pleasure  and  great  amity  that  is  betwene  our  two  houses."  After 
great  reuerence  and  leauc  taken  between  them,  Dom  Diego  re- 
turned home,  where  he  tolde  his  mother  of  the  good  intertayn- 
ment  made  him,  and  of  the  great  honesty  of  the  lady  liys  hostesse : 
"  Wherfore  madame,"  (fjuod  lie  to  hys  mother)  "  I  am  desyrous 
(if  it  be  your  pleasure)  to  let  them  know  hovi'  mutch  their  boiuiti- 
full  hospitality  liath  tied  me  to  them,  and  what  desire  I  haue  to 
recompence  the  same.  I  am  therefore  wyllyng  to  bydde  them 
hyther,  and  to  make  them  so  good  cheare,  as  wyth  all  theyr 
hearte  they  made  me  when  I  was  wyth  them."  The  lady  whych 
was  the  assured  fryende  of  the  mother  of  Gineura,  lyked  well  the 
aduise  of  hir  sonne,  and  tolde  bim  that  they  should  bee  welcome, 
for  the  aunciente  amity  of  long  time  betwene  them,  who  was 
wont  many  times  to  visit  one  an  other,  Dom  Diego  vpon  his 
mother's  words,  sent  to  intreat  the  lady  and  fayre  Gineura,  that  it 
woulde  please  them  to  do  him  the  honour  to  come  into  his  house: 
to  which  request  she  so  willingly  yelded,  as  he  was  desirous  lo 
bid  them.  At  the  appointed  day  Dom  Diego  sought  al  meanes 
possible  honourably  to  receyue  them:  In  meates  whereof  there 
was  no  want,  in  instruments  of  all  sortcs,  mummeries,  morescoes, 
and  a  thousand  other  paslymes,  whereby  he  declared  his  good 
bringing  vp,  the  gentlenesse  of  his  spyryte,  and  the  desire  that  he 
had  to  appeare  sutch  one  as  he  was,  before  hir,  whych  had  already 
the  full  possession  of  his  liberty.  And  bicause  he  would  not  faile 
to  accomplyshe  the  perfection  of  his  intent,  hee  inuyted  all  the 
gentlemen  and  gentlewomen  that  were  his  neighbours.  1  will  not 
here  describe  the  moste  part  of  the  prouision  for  that  feast,  nor 
the  diuersity  of  meates,  or  the  delycate  kyndesof  wines.  It  shall 
suffise  mee  to  tell  that  after  dynncr  they  daunced,  where  the 
knight  tooke  his  mistresse  by  the  hand  who  was  so  glad  to  sec  hir 


DOM     DIEGO   AND    OINEURA. 


selfe  so  aduanced,  as  he  was  content  to  be  so  neare  hir,  that  was 
the  sweete  torment  and  vnspeakable  passion  of  his  mynd,  whych 
hee  began  to  discouer  viito  liir  in  this  wyse;  "  MisJrcsseGineura 
I  httue  ben  alwayes  of  tliis  uiindc,  tliul  niusike  bath  a  cerleiue 
secrete  hydden  uertue  (which  wel  can  not  be  expressed)  lo  reuiue 
the  thouj^lils  and  cogiluliuns  of  man,  be  lie  neuer  so  mornfull  and 
pensiue,  forcing  him  to  vtier  some  outward  reioytie  :  I  speake  it 
by  my  self,  for  that  I  line  in  extreme  anguish  and  puyne,  thatal 
the  ioy  of  the  world  seemeth  vnto  meedispleasauut,  care,  and  dis- 
quyetncsse:  and  neuerthelesse  my  passion,  agreeing  with  tiie 
plaintife  voice  of  the  instrument,  doth  reioyce  and  conceiue  coin- 
forte,  B'i  well  to  heare  insensible  thinges  conformable  to  my  desires  j 
as  also  to  sec  my  self  so  neere  vnto  hir,  that  hath  the  salue  to 
ease  my  payne,  to  discharge  my  disease,  and  to  dcpryue  my  mynd 
from  all  gryefs.  In  like  maner  reason  it  is,  that  she  hir  selfe  do 
remedy  my  disease,  of  whome  I  rcceiued  the  prycke,  and  which 
is  the  first  foundation  of  al  mine  euil."  "  I  can  not  tell"  (sayd 
the  gentlewoman)  what  disease  it  is  you  speake  of,  for  I  shoalde 
bee  very  vnkinde  to  gieue  him  occasion  of  griefe,  that  doth  make 
vs  this  great  checre."  "  Ah  lady  myne,"  (sayd  the  knight, 
fetching  a  sigh  from  the  bottome  of  his  heart,)  "  the  intertayne- 
meiit  that  I  rcceyue  by  the  continual]  contemplation  of  your 
diuine  beauties,  and  the  vnspcakcable  brightnesse  of  those  two 
beames,  which  twinkle  in  your  face,  bee  they  that  happily  doe 
vex  mc,  and  make  rae  drink  this  cup  of  bitterness,  wherein  not- 
withstanding I  finde  sutch  sweetenesse  as  al  the  heauenlydrincke 
called  Ambrosia,  fayned  by  the  poets,  is  but  gall  in  respectof  that 
which  I  taste  in  niynde,  feeling  my  deuotioti  so  bent  to  do  you  ser- 
uice,  as  onely  death  shall  vnty  the  knot  wherewith  voluntarily  I 
knyt  my  selfe  to  be  your  seruaunt  foreuer,and  if  itso  pleaseyoa, 
your  fiiythfull,  and  loyall  frt'ciulc,  and  husbande."  The  yonge 
damosc'll  not  wonted  for  to  heare  sutch  songs,  did  chaun^e  hir 
coloure  at  least  three  or  foure  times,  and  neuerthelesse  fayned  a 
little  aogre  of  that  which  did  content  hir  most:  and  yet  not  so 
sharpe,  but  that  the  gentleman  perceyued  well  enough,  that  shee 
was  touched  at  the  quicke,  and  also  that  he  was  accepted  into  hii 
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gt)od  grace  and  fauonre.  And  iheretbre  hee  continued  styll  hys 
talke,  all  that  time  after  dinner,  vntill  the  mayden  made  liym  thys 
aunswere:  "  Sir,  I  will  nowe  confesse  that  griefe  may  couer  alter- 
ation of  affections  proceeding  of  luue.  For  although  I  had  deler- 
mtncd  to  dissemble  thai  which  I  ihinke,  yet  there  is  a  thinge  in 
my  mynde  (which  I  can  not  name)  that  gouerneth  mee  so  farre 
from  my  proper  deuises,  and  conceyptcs,  as  1  am  constrayncd  to 
doe  that  which  this  second  inspiration  leadcth  mce  vnto,  and 
forcetf)  mymyiide  to  recevuenn  impression:  but  what  will  be  the 
ende  thereof,  as  yet  [  knowe  not.  Notwythstandinge,  reposinge 
mce  in  youre  vertuc,  and  honesty,  and  acknowledgynge  youre 
merite,  I  thincke  my  selfe  happy  to hauesutch  one  for  my  frcende, 
that  is  so  fay  re  anrl  comely  a  knight,  and  for  sutch  I  doe  accept 
you  vntill  you  haiie  obtayned  of  ihe  lady  ray  mother,  the  second 
poynct,  which  may  accomplish  that  which  is  moste  desyred  of 
them,  that  for  vcrtiie's  sake  do  lone.  And  but  for  that  yon  shall 
bee  none  otherwyse  fauourcd  of  me,  than  hy  therto  you  haiic  ben." 
"  Tyli  now  hane  I  attended  for  thys  ryght  happyeday  of  ioy  and 
blysse"(sayd  theknyght)  in  token  whereof,  I  doe  kysse  your  whyte 
and  delycate  hands,  and  for  acknowledging  the  fauour  that  pre- 
sently I  do  recciue,  I  make  my  vaunt  to  be  the  seruaunt  of  hit 
that  is  the  fayrest,  and  most  curteous  getulewomaii,  on  thys  side 
the  mountaynes."  As  hee  had  fynished  those  words  they  came 
to  couer  for  supper,  where  they  were  serued  so  honourably,  as  yf 
they  had  hen  in  the  court  of  the  monarch  of  Spaj'ne.  Aftersupper 
they  went  to  walke  abroade  alongs  the  riuer  side,  besettc  wyth 
wyllow  trees,  where  both  the  beauty  of  the  time,  the  runnyng 
ryuer,  thecharnie  of  the  natural  musicke  of  birds,  and  the  plea- 
saunt  murmitre  of  the  iremblyng  leaues,  at  the  whistelyng  of  the 
swete  westerne  wynd,  inoued  them  agayne  to  renew  theyr  paslyme 
after  dyriner.  For  some  dyd  gyue  thcmselues  to  talke,  and  to 
deiiysc  of  delectable  matter :  some  framed  nosegayes,  garlandes, 
and  other  prety  posyes  for  theyr  tryendes  ;  other  some  did  leape, 
ninne,  and  throwe  the  barre.  In  the  end  a  great  lord,  neighbor 
to  Dom  Di'\go,  wiiose  name  was  Dom  Rodcrico,  knowyng  by  his 
fryend's  counteuauiice  to  what  saynt  liee  was  vowed, and  perceyu- 
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^^^^^^H 

And  as  the  shining  sunny  day 

^^^H 

Doth  eu'ry  man  delight, 

^^^^M 

So  he  alone  doth  beare  the  sway, 

^^H 

Amongs  eche  louing  wight. 

^^1 

Who 

may 

better  sing  and  daunce  amongs  vs  ladies  all 

^^^H 

Than 

she  that  doth  hir  louer's  heart  possesse  in  bondage 

^^H 

Why  should  not  then,  the  fayrest  dame. 

^^^1 

Apply  hir  gentle  minde. 

^^H 

And  honor  giue  vnto  his  name. 

^^^H 

_ 

Wyth  humble  heart  and  kinde  i 

^^^1 

' 

Sith  he  is  full  of  curtesie, 

^^^H 

. 

Indewd  with  noble  grace. 

^^^1 

And  brest  replete  with  honesty. 

^^^1 

1 

Well  knowne  in  euery  place. 

^^^H 

Who 

may 

better  sing  and  daunce  amongs  vs  ladies  all. 

^^^H 

I      Then  she  that  doth  hir  louer's  heart  possesse  in  bondage 

thrall  r                                   ^^H 

1 

If  I  should  loue,  and  serue  him  than, 

^^^1 

■ 

May  it  be  counted  vice? 

^^^H 

^^^_ 

If  I  retayne  that  worthy  man. 

^^H 

^^^^1 

Shall  I  be  deemde  vnwise  f 

^^^H 

^^^1 

I  will  be  gentle  to  him  sure. 

^^H 

^^^^1 

And  render  him  myne  ayde : 

^^^H 

^^^^1 

And  louc  that  wight  with  heart  full  pure. 

^^^H 

That  neuer  loue  assayde. 

^^^M 

Who 

may 

better  sing  and  daunce  amongs  vs  ladies  all, 

^^^H 

Than  she  that  doth  hir  louer's  heart  possesse  in  bondage 

tbralR                                    ^^H 

Thus  the  most  sacred  vnity, 

^^^H 

That  doth  our  hearts  combine : 

^^^H 

r 

Is  voyde  of  wicked  flattery. 

^^H 

i 

The  same  for  to  vntwine. 

^^^H 

F 

No  hardned  rigor  is  our  guide, 

^^^1 

I 

Nor  folly  doth  vs  lead : 

^^^1 

No  fortune  can  vs  twayne  deuide. 

^^^M 

Vntill  we  both  be  deade. 

^^^1 

Who 

may 

better  sing  and  daunce  amongs  vs  ladies  all, 

^^H 

Than 

she  that  doth  hir  louer's  heart  possesse  in  bondage  t 

thrulU                                     ^^H 
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And  til  us  assured  ccrlayncly. 

Thai  this  our  loue  shall  dure, 

And  with  good  lucke  hope  verely. 

The  same  to  put  in  vre 

The  sowea  seedes  of  amity, 

Begon  betwixt  vs  twaync, 

Shall  in  most  perfect  vnity, 

For  euermore  remaj'oe. 
Who  may  better  sing  and  dauncc  ninongs  vs  ladies  all. 
Than  she  that  doth  hir  louer's  heart  possesse  in  bondage  thrall  ? 


Thys  song  delighted  the  myndes  of  many  in  that  company,  and 
principally  Dom  Diego,  and  Gineura,  who  felt  theraselues  tickled 
without  laughing:  And  the  mayden  reioysed  to  heare  hir  selfcso 
greatly  praysed  in  so  noble  a  company,  and  specially  in  the  pre- 
ftence  of  hir  friende  who  had  no  lesse  pleasure  by  hearing  the 
praises  of  his  beloucd,  than  if  he  had  bin  made  lord  of  all  Aragon. 
She  for  all  hir  dissembled  countenaunce  could  not  hide  thealtera- 
lion  of  hir  mynde,  without  sending  forth  a  sodayne  chaunge  of 
colour,  that  forced  a  fayre  and  goodly  taynt  in  hir  face.  Doin 
Diego  seeing  that  mutation,  was  so  ioyful  as  was  possible,  for 
thereby  he  knew  and  iudged  himselfe  assured  of  the  good  graceof 
hys  mistrcsse,  and  therefore  wringing  hir  finely  by  the  handi, 
sayd  vnto  hir  very  soberly  smiling :  "  What  greater  pleasure  my 
louinge  wench  can  there  happen  vnto  your  seruaunt,  than  to  see 
the  accomplishment  of  this  prophcticall  song?  I  assure  you  that 
in  all  my  life  I  neuer  heard  musicke,  that  delighted  me  so  mutch 
as  this,  and  thereby  doe  vnderstand  the  good  will  of  the  gentle- 
woman, which  so  curteously  hath  discouered  yours  towards  me, 
and  the  faylhfull  seruice  whereof  you  shall  see  me  from  henceforth 
so  liberall,  as  ncyther  goods  nor  lifeshalbe  spared  for  your  sake." 
Gineura  who  loued  him  with  all  hir  heart,  thanked  him  very 
humbly,  and  prayed  him  to  bcleeue  that  the  song  was  truely 
soonge,  and  that  without  any  fayle,  she  that  soonge,  had  thereby 
many fested  all  the  secrets  of  hir  mynde.  The  daunce  ended,  they 
sat  theym  downe  rounde  about  a  cleare  fountayne,  which  by 
sileut  discourse,  issued  from  an  high  and  moysty  rock,  enuironned 
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with  an  infiaite  number  of  maple  trees,  poplers,  and  ashes.  To 
wliich  place  a  page  brought  a  lute  to  Dom  Diego,  whereupon  hee 
coulde  play  very  wfll,  and  made  it  more  pleasauntly  to  sound  for 
that  hee  accorded  liys  fayiiinge  voyceto  the  instrument,  singing 
this  song  that  folio weth. 

That  I  should  Joue  and  serue  also,  good  reason  doth  require. 
What  though  I  suiTre  lotbsume  grief,  ray  life  in  woe  to  wrapf 
The  same  be  th'only  instruments  of  my  good  lucke  and  hap. 
The  foode  and  pray  for  hungry  corps,  of  rest  th 'assured  hire. 

By  thought  wherof  (O  heauy  man)  gush  forth  of  leares  great 

store 
And  by  and  by  reioyst  agayne,  my  driery  leares  do  cease: 
Which  guerdon  shall  mine  honor  sure  in  that  triumphant  peace, 
The  summe  wherof  I  offer  now,  were  it  of  price  mutch  more. 

Which  I  do  make  withall  my  heart,  vnto  that  blessed  wight. 
My  proper  Goddesse  here  on  earth,  and  only  mistresse  deere: 
My  goods  and  life,  my  brething  ghost  within  this  carcase  here, 
I  vow  vnto  that  maiesty,  that  heauenly  starre  most  bright. 

Now  sith  my  willing  vow  is  made,  I  humbly  pray  hir  grace. 
To  end  th'accord  betwene  vs  pight,  no  longer  time  to  tracte : 
Whych  if  it  be  by  sured  band,  so  haply  brought  to  passe, 
I  must  my  self  thrice  happy  count,  for  that  most  heauenly  fact. 


Thys  song  made  the  company  to  muse,  who  commended  the 
trim  inuention  of  the  knight,  and  aboue  all  Gineura  praysed  him 
more  than  before,  and  could  not  so  wtli  efrayne  hir  lookes  from 
him,  and  he  with  counterchaunge  rendring  like  agayne,  but  that 
the  two  wydowes  their  mothers  tooke  great  lieede  thereof,  reioy- 
sing  greatly  to  see  the  same,  desirous  in  time  to  couple  them 
togeather.  For  at  that  present  they  deferred  the  same,  in  consi- 
deration they  were  both  very  young.  Notwithstanding  it  had 
bene  better  that  the  same  coniunction  had  ben  made,  before  fortune 


had  tamed  the  wheele  of  hir  vnstableoes. 
prolongation  of  time  sometimes  brynge 
misschappe  that  one  hundred  times  men  c 
httJe  aduyse  in  foresight  of  their  iafortot 
nonlj  do  come  to  passe.  As  it  cbaonced 
of  them  thinking  to  loose  hir  sonne  by  th 
other's  daughter,  who  wjthoat  the  hdpeo 
wil,  disparaged  hir  honor,  and  prepared  a 
for  his  mother's  age,  as  the  foode  thereof 
good  ladje's  graae.  Now  whiles  this  loue  ii 
and  that  the  desire  of  these  two  iouers, 
in  fire  and  flames  more  violent,  Dom  I 
transformed  into  a  new  man,  receiued  no  < 
of  his  Gineura.  And  she  thought  that  th 
felicity  or  more  to  be  wyshed  for,  than  to 
feet,  and  so  well  accomplyshed  wyth  all 
ornament  and  full  furniture  of  a  gentlema 
sion  that  the  young  knyght  let  no  weeke ' 
his  mystresse  twice  or  thryce  at  the  least, 
the  greatest  curtesy  and  best  entertaym 
suffer  a  maydeo  to  doe,  whych  was  the  diJ 
fnl  tutor  of  hir  honor.  And  this  she 
mother.  In  lyk  maner,  honestie  doth  not 
to  Yse  long  talk  or  immoderate  speach,  wit 
vnto  them,  and  mutch  lesse  scemely  it 
(queimysh  nice,  wyth  that  man  whych  8< 
ryage)  to  wynne  power  and  tytle  of  ihi 
deede,  or  ought  to  be  the  moily  of  theyr 
desyres  of  these  two  Iouers,  which  notwithi 
by  meanes,  as  henreafter  you  shal  heat 
bounding  ioy  of  those  faire  couple  of  k 
that  the  daughter  of  a  nobleman  of  theco 
de  ia  Serre,  whych  was  fayre,  very  coD 
hehauiour,  by  keepynge  daily  company 
treamely  in  loue  with  Dom  Diego,  and  as 
do  him  to  vnderstand  what  the  puissance 
willingly  shee  meant  to  bcstowe  vpon  hin 
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to  honor  hir  so  mutch,  as  to  loue  bir  with  like  sincerity.  But  the 
knight  which  was  no  more  his  own  man,  beyng  possessed  of 
another,  had  with  liys  lyberlye  lost  his  wyts  and  mynd  to  marke 
the  affectyon  of  this  gentlewoman,  of  whome  he  made  no  accompt. 
The  maiden  neuerthelesse  ceased  not  to  loue  him,  and  to  proue  al 
possible  wayes  to  make  him  hir  owne.  And  knowing  how  mutch 
Dom  Diego  loued  hawking,  she  bought  a  hauke  the  best  inall  the 
countrey,  and  sent  the  same  to  Dom  Diego,  who  wythall  his  heart 
receiued  the  same,  and  aficctuously  gaue  hir  thanks  for  that  desired 
gyft,  praying  tbemessanger  to  recommend  him  to  the  good  grace 
of  hismistresse,  and  to  assure  hir  self  of  his  faythfull  seruice,  and 
that  for  hir  sake  he  would  kepe  the  hauke  so  tenderly  as  the  balles 
of  his  eyes.  Thys  hauke  was  the  cause  of  the  ill  fortune  thiit  after- 
wards chaunced  to  this  poore  louer.  For  going  many  times  to  see 
Gienura  with  the  hauke  on  his  fist  and  bearing  with  him  the  tokens 
of  the  goodnesse  of  his  hauke,  it  escaped  his  mouth  to  say,  that 
the  same  was  one  of  the  things  that  in  all  the  world  he  loued  best. 
Truely  this  word  was  taken  at  the  first  bound  contrary  to  his 
meaning,  wherewith  the  matter  so  fell  out,  as  afterwards  by  des- 
payre  he  was  like  to  lose  his  lyfe.  Certaine  dayes  after,  as  in  the 
absence  of  the  knight,  talk  rose  of  his  vertue  and  honest  condi- 
tions, one  praysing  his  prowesse  and  valyance,  another  his  great 
beauty  and  curtesy,  another  passing  further,  extollyng  the  sincere 
affectyon  and  constancy  which  appeared  in  him  touching  matters 
of  loue,  one  enuious  person  named  Gracian  spake  his  mind  of  hym 
in  this  wyse :  "  I  wil  not  deny  but  that  Dom  Diego  is  one  of  the 
most  excellent  most  honest  and  braucsl  knyghtes  of  Caiheloigne, 
but  in  matters  of  loue  he  seemeth  to  me  so  walteryng  and  incon- 
stant, as  in  euery  place  where  he  commeth,  by  and  by  he  falleth 
in  loue,  and  maketh  as  though  he  were  sicke  and  would  dy  for  the 
same."  Gincurainaruelling  at  those  words  said  vnto  him  :  "  I  pray 
you  my  frend  to  vse  better  talk  of  that  lord  Dom  Diego.  For  I 
do  thynk  the  loue  whych  the  knight  dolh  beare  to  a  gentlewoman 
of  thyscountrey,  is  so  tirmeand  assured,  as  none  other  can  remoue 
the  sameout  of thesiege  ofhys  mynd  ?"  "  Lohowe^'ou  bedeceiued 
gentlewoman"  (quod  Gracian)  "  for  vnder  coloure  of  dissymulatc 
seruice,  he  and  sutch  as  he  is  doe  abuse  the  simplicity  of  young 
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gcntlevronien.     And  to  proue  my  sayinge  true,  I  am  assured  that 
be  is  extremely  enamored  wytli  the  daughter  of  Dom  Ferrandodc 
Ja  Serre,  of  whom  he  rcceyued  an  hauke,  that  heloueth  aboae  altl 
other  things."     Gineura  remcmbryng  the  words  which  ceriayul 
duyes  before  Dom  Diego  spake  touching  his  baukc,  began  tosus>l 
pect  and  belcue  that  which  Gracian  alleaged,  and  not  able  to  sup 
port  the  clioler,  whjch  colde  iealosy  bred  in  hir  stomack,  went' 
into  bir  chaumber  full  of  so  greate  gryefe  and  heauynesse  as  she 
was  many  tymes  lyke  to  kyll  hir  selfe.     In  the  end,  bopyng  to 
be  rcuengedof  the  wrong  whych  shee  bcleued  to  receyueof  Dom 
Diego, determyned  to  endure  bir  fortune  paciently.  In  themeane 
tyme  she  conccyued  in  hirmynd  a  despyteand  hatred  so  great  and 
cxtreame  ngaynst  the  poore  gentleman  that  thought  lyttle hereof, 
as  the  former  louewas  nothing  in  respecte  of  the  reuenge  by  deaili 
which  she  then  desired  vpon  hy.ra.     Who  the  next  da^' after  hi> 
wonted  mauer  came  to  see  hir,  hauing  (to  hys  great  damage)  the 
hauke  on  his  fiste,  which  was  the  onely  cause  of  all  her  iealosie. 
Nowe  as  the  knyght  was  in  talke   with  the  mother,  seeynge  thai 
his  beloued  came  not  at  al  (accordyng  to  hir  custome)  to  salute 
him  and  bid  him  welcome,  inquired  how  she  dyd.     One  that  loued 
hym  more  than  the  rest,  sayd  vnto  him  :   "  Syr,  so  soone  as  she 
knewe  of  your  coimning,  immedyately  she  wylhdrew  her  selfe  into 
hir  chaumber."     He  that  was  wyse  and  well  traynedjvp  dissembled 
what  he  thought,  imagining  that  it  was   for  some  lyttle  fantasia, 
whereunto  women  wyllingly  be  subiecte.     And  therfore  when  he 
thought  time  to  depart  he  toke  leauc  of  the  wydow,  and  as  he  was 
goyng  down  the  staires  of  the  great  chamber,  he  met  one  of  the 
maides  of  Gineura,  whom  lie  prayed  to  commend  him  to  hir  mis- 
iresse.  Gineura  duryng  al  this  time  tookeno  reste,  deuisinghowe 
shee  myghle  cutte  of  cleane  hir  loue  entertained  in  Dom  Diego, 
after  she  knewe  that  hee  carr^'ed  the  hawke  on  hys  fyst:  beyng 
the  oncjy  instrument  of  her  frensie.     And  therefore  thynkynghir 
selfe  both  despysed  and  mocked  of  hir  knyght,  and  that  he  had 
done  it  in  despytc  of  hir,  she  entred  into  so  great  rage  and  choler 
as  she  was  like   to  fall  mad.     She  being  then   in  this  trouble  of 
mynde,  behold    hir  gentlewoman    came  vnto   hir,  and  dyd  the 
knyght's  message.  Who  hearing  but  the  symple  name  of  hir  sup- 
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posed  enniiny,  began  to  sight  so  straungely,  nsa  man  would  hnue 
thought  hir  3oule  presently  would  haue  departed  hirbody.  After- 
wards when  she  had  vanquished    hir  raging  fit  whych  stayed  hir 
speach,  she  gan  very  tenderly  to  weepe, saying:  "  Ahtraytorand 
vnfaithful  louer,  is  thys  the  recompence  of"  the  honest,  and  firme 
amity  whych  I  haue  borne  thee,  so  wyckedly  to  deceiaeme  vnder 
the  colour  of  so  faint  and  detestable  a  fryendship?  Ah  rashe  and 
arrant  theefe,   is  it  I  vppon  whom  thou  oughtest  to  bende  thy 
wycked  trumperies  ?  Doste  thou  thinke  that  I  am  no  better  worth 
but  that  thou  prodigally  shouidest  waste  inyne  honor  to  bear  the 
spoyles  thereof  to   hir,  that  is  in  nothing  comparable  vnto  me  f 
Wherein  haue  I  deserued  thys  discurteay,  if  not  by  louyng  ihee 
more  than  thy  beauty  and  fained  louedeserue  I  Dyddest  ihoudare 
to  aduenture  vppon   me,  hauyng  thy  conscyence  wounded  wyth 
sutch  an  abhominable  and  deadly  treason  i  Dursie  thou  to  offer 
thy  mouth  to  kysse  my  hand,  by  the  mouth  of  another,  to  whome 
thou  haddest  before  dedicated  thy  lying  lyppes  in  thyne  owne 
person?  I  most  humbly  thancke  Almighty  God  that  it  pleased 
him  to  let  me  sec  the  poison  by  thee  prcjKired  for  the  ruine  of  my 
lyfe  and  honor.     Ha  foole,  hope  not  to  take  me  in  thy  trap,  nor 
yet  to  deceyue  me  through  thy  sugred  and  deceitfiill  words.    For 
I  sweare  by  the  Almyghty  God,  that  so  long  as  1  shall  line,  I  will 
accompte  thee  none  other,  but  the  most  cnieil  and  mortall  cnnimy 
that  I    haue  in  this  world."     Then  to  accomplish  the  rest  of  hir 
carefull   minde  she  wrote  a  letter  to  giue  hir  farewell  to  hir  olde 
friend   Dom  Diego.     And  for  that  purpose  instructed   hir  page 
with  this  lesson,  that  when  the  knyght  should  come,  he  should  be 
ready  before  hir  lodging  and  say  vnto   him  in   the  behalfe  of  hir, 
that  before  he  passed  any  further,  bee  shoulde  reade  the  letter, 
and  not  to  fayle  to  doe  the  contents:  the  page  which  was  malici- 
ous, and   il  affcctioned  to  Dom  Diego,  knowyng  the  appointed 
day  of  hys  comming,  wayted  for  bym  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
castle,  where  he  had  not  long  taryed,  butthe  innocent  louer  came, 
egaynst  whome  the  page  went,  bearyng  about  hym  more  hurtfull 
and   noysome  weapons  than  al  the  theeues  and  robbers  had  iii  all 
the  countrey  of  Catheloigne.  In  tliis  manner  presenting  his  mys- 
tresse  letters,  he  said  vnto  him :  "  My  lord,  madame  Gineura  my 
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mistresse  hath  sent  me  vato  jou  :  and  bicause  she  knoweth  how 
feareful  you  be  to  dysplease  hir,  prayeth  you  not  to  fayle  to  reade 
this  letter  before  you  passe  anye  further,  and  there  wyth  al  to 
accomplysh  the  effecte  thereof."  The  knyght  abashed  wyth  that 
aodayne  message,  aunswered  the  page:  "  God  forbid  my  fryend,** 
(quod  he)  "  that  I  should  disobey  hir  by  anye  meanes,  vnto  whom 
I  hauegyuenafull  authority  and  puissaunce  ouer  myne  afTectyoas." 
So  receyuing  the  letters,  he  kissed  them  thre  or  four  times,  and 
opcnyng  them,  found  that  he  loked  not  for,  and  red  that  whych 
he  thought  not  off.     The  contents  were  these. 


The  Utters  off  aire  Gineura,  to  the  knight  Dom  Diego. 


There  shall  passe  no  day  of  my  lyfe,  from  makyng  complaynts 
of  the  dysloyall  and  periured  louer,  who  being  more  esteemed  and 
better  beloued  than  thou  dydst  desenie,  hast  made  so  small 
accompte  of  mee,  whereof  I  wyll  be  reuenged  vpon  my  selfe,  for 
that  I  80  lyghtly  beleued  thy  wordes  so  full  of  crafte  and  guyle. 
1  am  in  mynd  that  thou  iienceforth  shalt  flye  to  buzze  and  beat 
the  bushes,  where  thou  suspectest  to  catch  the  pray:  for  heere 
thou  art  lyke  to  be  deceiued.  Goe  varlet,  (goe  I  say,)  to  deceyue 
hir  whych  holdeth  thee  in  hir  nets  and  snares,  and  whose  pre- 
gentes  (althoughe  of  small  value)  moued  thee  more  than  thehoneste, 
vertuous  and  chaste  loue,  that  vertue  hir  selfe  begtm  to  knytte 
betweene  vs.  And  sith  a  carrion  kyte  hath  made  the  fly  further 
off,  than  the  wjmde  of  the  ayre  was  able  to  beare  thee,  God  d^ 
fende  that  Gineura  should  goe  aboute  to  hynder  thy  follyes,  and 
mutch  lesse  to  suffer  hir  selfe  to  bee  beguyled  throughe  thine 
excuses.  Nay  rather  God  defend  (except  thou  desirest  to  se  me 
dy)  that  thou  shouldesteuer  bee  in  place  where  I  am,  assuryngtbee 
of  lliys  my  raynde,  neuer  to  be  chaunged  so  long  as  my  sonle 
•hall  rest  wythin  my  body:  which  giuing  breath  vnto  my  panting 
breast,  shal  neuer  be  other,  but  a  mortall  enimy  to  Dom  Diego: 
and  sutch  one  as  euen  to  the  death  wyl  not  fayle  to  prosecute 
the  default  of  the  most  traiterous  and  vnfaythfoll  knyght  that 
ener  was  gyrte  in  girdle,  or  armed  with  sword.  And  beboM 
the  but  fauour  that  thou  canst,  or  oughtest  to  hope  of  me,  who 
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lyueth  not  but   onelje  to  martir  and  crucify  thee,  and  neuer  shal 
beother  but 

The  greatest  enimy,  that  cuer  thou  haddest,  or 

shalt  haue,  Gineura  the  fayre. 

The  myserable  louer  had  no  sooner  red  the  letter,  buthfting  vp 
his  eyes  to  the  heauens,  he  sayd:  "  Alas,  mj' God  thou  knowest 
well  if  euer  I  haue  offended,  that  I  ought  to  be  banyshed  from  the 
place,  where  my  contentation  is  chyefly  fixed,  and  from  whence 
my  heartshall  neuer  departe,  chaunce  what  myssehappe  and  for- 
tune so  euer  shall."  Then  tournyng  hymself  towards  the  page,  hee 
sayd  :  "  Sir  Page  my  fryend,  say  vnto  my  ladye,  most  humblye 
commending  me  vnto  hir,  that  for  this  present  time  I  wyllnotsee 
hir,  but  hereafter  she  shall  heare  some  newes  from  me."     The 
page  well  lessoned  for  the  purpose,  made  hym  aunsvvere,  saying: 
"  Sir,  she  hath  wylled  me  to  say  thus  mutch  by  mouth,  that  ye 
cannot  do  l>ir  greater  pleasure,  than  neuer  to  come  in  place  where 
sbee  is:  for  so   mutch  as  the  daughter  of  Dom  Ferrando  de  la 
Serre  hath  so  catched  you  in  hir  ncttcs,  that  loth  she  is  your  faith- 
fnll  heart  shoulde  hange  in   ballance,  and  expect  the  vncertaine 
loue  of  two  ladyes  at  once."     Dom  Diego  hearing  ihe  truth  of  hys 
missehap,  and  the  occasion  of  the  same, made  lyghte  of  tlie  matter 
for   that   tyme,  till  at  length  the  choler  of  his   mistresse  were 
abated,  that  thereby  shee  might  know  vpon  how  bryttle  ground 
she  hadde  planted  a  suspition  of  hir  most  faythfuU  and  louing 
seruaunt,  and  so  retiring  to  his  house,  altogither  vexed  and  yll 
contented,  he  wente  into  hys  chaumber  where  with  his  dagger  he 
paunched  the  gorge  of  the  poore  birde,  the  cause  of  hys  ladies 
anger,  saying:  "  Ha  vylecarraine  kite,  I  sweare  by  the  bloud  of 
him,  that  thou  shalt  neuer  be  the  cause  agayne,  to  make  hir  fret 
for  sutch  a  triflyng  thing  as  thou  art:  I  beleue  that  what  so  euer 
fury  is  hidden  within  the  body  of  this  curssed  kite,  to   engender 
a  plague,  the  same  now  is  seased  on  me,  but  I  hope  to  doe  my 
mystresse  vnderstande  what  sacrifice  I  haue  made  of  the  thyng 
that  was  sent  me,  ready  to  do  the  lyke  vpponmine  owne  flesh, 
where  it   shall  please  hir  to  commaund."    So  taking   ioke   and 
paper,  he  madeaunswere  to  Gineura  as  foloweth. 
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The  letter  closed,  and  sealed,  he  deliuered  to  one  of  his  fayth- 
full  and  secret  seruaunts,  to  beare  (with  the  deade  hauke)  vnlo 
Gineura,  charging  hira  diligently  to  take  heede  to  hir  counte- 
naunce,  and  aboue  all,  that  faithfully  he  should  beare  away  what 
she  dyd  say  vnto  him  for  aunswere.  His  man  fayled  not  to  speede 
bimsclfe  with  diligence :  and  being  come  before  Gineura,  he  pre- 
sented that  which  his  maister  had  sent  hir.  She  full  of  wrath  and 
indignation,  would  not  once  vouchsafe  to  rende  the  letter,  and 
mutch  lesse  to  accept  the  present  which  was  a  witnesse  of  the 
contrary  of  that  shee  did  bcleue,  andturninge  vnto  the  messenger, 
she  sayde :  •'  My  frende,  thou  mayest  goe  get  thee  backe  agayne, 
wyth  the  selfe  same  charge  which  thou  hast  brought,  and  say  vnto 
thy  mayster,  that  I  haue  nothing  to  doe  with  his  letters,  his 
excuses,  or  any  other  thing  that  commeth  from  his  handes,  as  one 
hauing  good  experience  of  his  sleyghts,  and  deceipts.  Tell  him 
also,  that  I  prayse  God,  in  good  time  I  haue  taken  heede  to  the 
little  fay th and  trust  that  is  in  him  for  a  countergarde,  lightly  neuer 

■  hereafter  to  bee  decciued."     The  sernyng  man  would  fayne  haue 
framed  an  oration  to  purge  his  maister,  but  the  fierce  gentlewoman 

t  brake  of  his  talke,  saying  vnto  hym,  that  she  was  wel  rcsolued 
vpon  hir  intent,  whych  was  that  Dom  Diego  should  neuer  recouer 
place  in  hir  minde;  and  that  shee  hated  hym  as  mutch  at  that  time 

tas  euer  shee  loued  him  before.  Vppon  whj'ch  aunswere  the  mes- 
sanger  returned,  so  sorrowfull  for  the  misfortune  of  his  maysler 
(knowing  hym  to  bee  very  innocent)  as  he  knew  full  well  into  what 
despayre  his  mayster  would  fall,  when  he  vnderstode  those  pitiful] 
and  heauy  newes:  notwithstanding  needes  he  must  knowe  them, 
and  therefore  when  he  was  come  before  Dom  Diego,  he  recyted 

■  vnto  hym  from  poyntto  poynt  his  ambassage,  and  deliuered  hym 
P      agayne  his  letters.   Whereof  the  infortunate  gentleman  was  so  sore 

astonned,  as  he  was  like  to  haue  fallen  downedead  at  that  instant. 
"  Alas,"  (sayde  he)  "  what  yll  lucke  is  this,  that  when  I  thought  to 
enioy  the  benefite  of  ray  attemple,  fortune  hath  reuolted  to  bryug 
ft  me  to  the  extremity  of  the  moste  desparatc  man  that  euer  lyued  i 
[s  it  possible  that  my  good  seruice  should  bee  the  cause  of  my 
approached  ouerthrowe  ?  Alas,  what  may. true  and  faithfull  louers 
henceforth  hope  for,"  if  not  the  losse   of  theyr  tyme,  when  al- 


an  eoaioas  fool  shall  come  to 
,  and  they  feelyng  the 
oae  that  louetli  lesse 
vfsotcfa  hope,  and  shall  po»- 
;toa  good  nod  iiijthfall  suter. 
I  «Bat  aai  Ae  griefe  whych  I  do  Feele, 
I  anvr  iker,  and  bow  mutch  I  would 
1^  gaoJ  gnce  and  fiiuor.  Ha  vayne 
^Aed  mtf  with  mirth  and  gbdaesse, 
4daed  ia  tbe  gauUe  of  thy  by  tier 
lyoimr:  better  it  bad  beo 
tbee,  than  afterwards 
to  be  banished  for  so 
,  ■•  I  aa  fwl  aave  aha^cd  to  concryue  tbe  same 
within  rmcinbraoce:  but  fortaae  Jul  aot  haiie  hir  wii  ouer  me: 
for  ao  hmg  aa  1  abail  hue  I  wyUcootrnaetlieserttaunt  ofGineura, 
•1*4  nj  ijfe  I  wyD  prtscnie,  to  lette  ber  mderstand  the  force  of 
louc :  by  continoaanoc  whereof,  I  wyll  oot  stidte  to  tette  my  selfe 
on  (yn  with  the  linely  flames  of  my  passions,  and  then  withdranre 
the  fyrebraades  of  my  ioy,  by  the  rigour  aod  frowardnesMf  that 
shall  proccede  from  hK."  When  he  had  fynisbed  bis  taike,  he 
began  to  sigh  and  laiwit  ao  sttmngeiy,  as  his  man  was  about  to 
go  cal  the  Udyhk  wotlicr.  la  whom  dyd  appearesutch  signes,  at 
if  death  bad  ben  at  hMid,  or  els  that  be  had  ben  auached  wylh 
the  spiriir  of  phrcni>ie.  But  when  bee  sawe  hym  aboote  to  come 
Bgaym-  to  himsrlfc,  he  sayed  thus  vnto  hym :  "  How  now,  syr, 
wylyou  cast  your  selfe  away  for  thefoolyshe  toy  of  an  vndiscrete 
girlc,  yll  uianiiered  mikI  tiiughi,  aud  who  perchaunce  doih  al  thistQ 
prouc  how  constant  you  would  bo?  No,  no  sir,  you  must  turne 
ouer  an  other  leafe,  and  sitli  you  bee  determyned  to  loue  hir,  you 
must  j>crsi'ucrc  in  your  pursute.  For  At  length  it  is  impossible, 
b«il  that  tln:>  diaraunt  hardnesse,  must  needes  bee  mollified,  if  she 
benotadiucll  incarnate,  more  furious  than  the  wildest  beasts, 
wbych  haunt  the  descries  of  Lybia."  Dom  Diego  was  comforted 
wj«h  that  admonition,  and  purposed  to  persist  in  hys  afiection, 
Mid  llieiefore  seut  many  messages,  giftes,  letters,  and  excuses  to 
bvs  angry  mistrcsse  Gineura.     But  she  made  yet  Jesse  accompt 
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when  all  thinges  were  at  rest,  and  the  crickets  cbirpinge  through 
the  creauises  of  the  earth,  they  tooke  their  way  vnseene  of  any. 
And  so  soonc  as  Aurora  began  to  garnish  hir  mantle  with  colors 
of  red  and  white,  «iid  tlie  morning  starrc  of  the  goddesse  of 
stealing  loue,  appeared,  Dora  Diego  began  to  sigh,  saying:  "  Ah 
yee  freshe  and  dewy  niorninges,  that  my  hap  is  farret'rom  the  quiet 
of  others,  who  after  tliey  haue  rested  vpon  the  cogitation  of  their 
ease,  and  ioye,  doe  awake  by  the  pleasaunte  tunes  of  the  byrdes, 
to  perfourme  by  effect  tliat  which  the  shadowe  and  fanta^iie  of 
their  ininde,  did  present  by  dreaming  in  the  night,  where  I  am 
constrayned  to  separate  by  great  distaunce  exceeding  vehement 
coQiinuation  of  my  torments,  to  foUowe  wilde  beasts,  waiidring 
from  thence  where  the  greatest  number  of  men  doe  quietly  sleepe 
and  take  their  rest.  Ah  Venus,  whose  starre  now  couducteth  aic, 
and  whose  heames  long  agoe  did  glow  and  kindle  my  louing  heart, 
bow  chaunceth  it  that  I  am  not  intreated  according  to  the  desert 
of  my  constant  minde  and  meaning  most  sincere^  Alas,  I  luoke 
not  to  expect  any  ihyng  cerlayne  from  thee,  siih  thou  hast  thy 
course  amongs  the  wandring  starres.  Must  the  influence  of  one 
starre  that  ruleth  ouer  mee,  deface  that  which  tlie  heauens  would 
to  bee  accomplished,- and  that  my  cruel  mistresse,  deluding  my 
languors  and  griefs  triumpheth  ouer  mine  infirmity,  and  ouer- 
whelinelh  me  with  care  and  sorow,  that  I  liue  pyning  away,  amongs 
the  sauage  beasts  in  the  wildernesse?  Forsomutch  as  without  the 
grace  of  my  lady,  ail  company  shulbe  so  tedious  and  lothsoin 
vnto  me,  that  the  only  thought  of  a  true  reconciliation  with  hir, 
that  hath  my  heart,  shal  seruefor  the  comfort  and  true  remedy  of 
all  my  troubles  "  Whiles  he  had  with  these  pangs  forgotten  him- 
selfe,  hee  sawe  that  the  day  began  to  waxe  cleere,  the  sun  already 
spreading  his  golden  beames  vpon  the  earth  and  therefore  hastely 
he  set  himself  forthwards,  vsing  bywayes,  and  far  from  common 
vsed  trades,  so  aeere  a«  he  could,  that  hee  might  not  by  any 
meanes  be  knowne.  Thus  they  rode  forth  till  noone:  but  seeing 
their  horsse  to  be  weary  and  faynt,  they  lighted  at  a  village,  farre 
from  the  highway:  where  they  refreshed  themselues,  and  bayted 
their  horsse  vutili  it  was  late,  in  this  sort  by  the  space  of  three 
daies  they  trauersed  the  couutrey  vntill  they  arriued  to  the  i'oote 
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whose  spindle  and  wheele  were  of  wood,  bo  well  poUished  and 
trimmed,  as  if  he  had  bin  a  carpenter  wel  expert  in  that  science. 
They  liued  of  nothing  els,  but  of  the  fruicts  of  those  wiJde  trees, 
■ometimes  of  herbs,  vntill  they  had  deuised  to  make  a  crosbow 
of  wood,  wherewith  they  killed  now  and  then  a  hare,  a  cony,  a 
kid,  and  many  times  some  stronger  beast  remayned  with  them  for 
gage:  whose  bloude  they  pressed  out  betwene  two  pieces  of  wood 
and  rosted  them  against  the  sunue,  seruing  the  same  in,  as  if  it 
had  bene  a  right  good  dishe  for  their  first  course  of  their  sober 
and  vndelicate  table,  whereat  the  pure  water  of  the  fountayne, 
next  vnto  their  hollow  and  deepe  house,  serued  in  steade  of  the 
good  wynes,  and  delicious  drinks  that  abounded  in  the  house 
of  Dom  Diego.  Who  liuing  in  thys  poore  state,  ceased 
night  Dor  day  to  compiayne  of  his  hard  fortune  and  curssed 
plight,  going  many  times  through  the  desertes  all  alone,  the  better 
to  muse  and  study  thereupon,  or  (peraduenture)  desirous  that 
some  hungry  beare  shoulde  descend  from  themountayne,  tofinishe 
bis  life  and  paynefull  griefes.  But  the  good  seruaunt  knowing 
his  mayster's  sorow  and  mishap,  would  neuer  go  out  of  his  sight 
but  rather  exhorted  him  to  retourne  home  againe  to  his  goods 
and  possessions,  and  tofoigetthatorderof  lyfe,  vnworthy  forsutch 
a  personage  as  he  was,  and  vncomely  for  him  that  ought  to  be 
indued  with  good  reason  mid  iudgement.  But  the  desperate  gentle- 
man wilful]  in  his  former  deliberation,  would  not  beare  him  speake 
of  sutch  retrayt.  So  that  if  it  escaped  the  seruaunt  to  be  earnest 
and  sharpe  agaynst  the  rudenesse  and  sottish  cruelty  of  Gineura, 
it  was  a  pastime  to  see  Dom  Diego  mount  in  ch oiler  agaynst  him, 
saying:  "  Art  thou  so  hardy  to  speak  il  of  the  gentlewoman,  which 
is  the  most  vertuous  personage  vnder  the  coape  of  heaueni'  Thou 
maist  thaacke  the  loue  I  beare  thee,  otherwise  I  woulde  make  thee 
feele  how  mutch  the  slaunder  of  hir  toucheth  mee  at  the  heart, 
which  hath  right  to  punishe  me  thus  for  mine  indiscretion,  and 
that  it  is  1  that  commit  the  wronge  in  complayning  of  hir  seuerity." 
"  Now  sir,"  sayd  the  seruaunt,  "  I  do  indeede  perceyue  what 
maner  of  thing  the  contagion  of  loue  is.  For  they  which  once 
doe  feele  the  corruption  of  that  ayre,  think  nothing  good  or 
sauory,  but  the  filthy  smel  of  that  pestiferous  meat.     Wherefore 
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I  humblj  beseech  you  a  little  to  set  af 
minde,  that  feare  and  presumplaous  dami 
getting  hir  beauty,  to  measure  hir  desei 
shall  know  then  (being  guided  by  reason's 
simplest  and  weakest  man  in'the  worlde,  t 
this  wise,  and  that  shee  is  the  fondest  gi 
wits,  so  to  abuse  a  noble  man  that  meriti 
sweete  embracement  of  one  more  fayre,  wi 
sheweth  hirselfe  to  be."  The  knight  heari 
to  abandon  pacience,  but  yet  replied  vnto 
thee  by  God,  that  if  euer  thou  haue  ao 
eyther  I  will  dye,  or  thou  shalt  depart  out 
cannot  abide  by  any  meanes  to  suffer  one 
do  loue  and  honor,  and  shal  so  do  durii 
loth  to  offend  bis  maystcr  helde  his  peace 
heart,  to  remember  how  the  poore  gent 
finish  there,  (in  a  desert  vnknowen  to  hi 
Daunt  of  his  life.  And  who  aswell  for 
accustome  nourture,  as  for  assiduall  pla 
become  so  pale  and  leane,  as  he  better  res< 
a  man,  hauing  feeling  or  lyfe.  His  eyes  w 
his  beard  vnkempt,  his  hayre  staring,  hi 
gether  more  like  a  wilde  and  sauage  ci 
depuinted  in  brutal  forme)  than  faire  Don 
mended,  and  esteemed  throughout  the  kin 
leaue  we  this  amorous  hermit  to  passions 
fortune,  to  see  to  what  ende  the  letters  ca 
cruel  mistresse.  The  day  prefixed  for  del 
seruaunt  did  his  charge,  and  being  come  i 
founde  hir  in  the  hall  with  hir  mother,  wh 
letters,  hee  presented  them  with  very 
gentlewoman.  Who  so  soone  as  sheeka 
Dom  Diego,  all  chaunged  into  raging  coh 
threvve  theym  incontinently  vppon  the  gi 
ficeth  it  not  thy  mayster,  that  already  tw 
vnderstand,  that  I  haue  nothing  to  da 
iimbas&ades,andyetgoeth  he  about  by  sut 
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my  displeasure  and  agony,  by  the  only  remembraunce  of  his  folly  ?" 
The  mother  seeing  that  vnciuile  order,  although  shee  vnderstoode 
the  cause,  and  knowinge  that  there  was  some  discorde  betweene 
the  two  louers,  yet  thought  it  to  bee  but  light,  sithe  the  comike 
poet  sayeth : 

The  louers  often  falling  out. 
And  prety  wrangling  rage  : 
Of  pleasaunt  ioue  it  is  no  doubt. 
The  sure  renewing  gage. 

She  went  vnlo  hir  daughter,  and  sayd  vnto  hir :  "  What  great 
rage  is  this :  let  me  see  that  letter  that  I  may  reade  it :  for  I  haue 
no  feare  that  Dom  Diego  can  deceyue  me  with  the  sweetenes  of 
his  honny  words.  And  truly  daughter  you  neede  not  feare  to  touch 
theym,  for  if  there  were  any  poyson  in  theym,  it  proceeded  from 
your  beauty  that  hath  bitten  and  stong  the  knight,  whereof  if  he 
assay  to  make  you  a  partaker,  I  see  no  cause  why  he  ought  to  be 
thus  rigorously  reiected,  deseruing  by  his  honesty  a  better  enter- 
taynement  at  your  hands."  In  the  meane  time  one  of  the  seruing 
men  toke  vp  the  letters,  and  gaue  them  to  the  lady,  who  reading 
them,  found  written  as  fuUoweth. 


h 


The  letters  of  Dom  Diego,  to  mistresse  Gineura. 


My  dearest  and  most  wel  beloued  lady,  sith  that  mine  ionocency 
can  finde  no  resting  place  within  your  tender  corpse,  what  honest 
excuse  or  true  reason  so  euer  I  do  alledge,  and  sith  your  heart 
declareth  it  selfe  to  be  implacable,  and  not  pkased  with  hym  that 
neuer  offended  you,  except  it  were  for  ouermutch  Ioue,  which 
for  guerdon  of  the  rare  and  incomparable  amity,  I  perceyue  my 
selfe  to  be  hated  deadly  of  you  and  in  sutch  wise  contemned,  as 
the  only  record  of  my  name  causeth  in  you  an  insupportable 
griefe  and  displeasure  vnspeakeable.  To  auoide  I  say  your  indig- 
nation, and  by  my  mishap  to  render  vnto  you  some  ease  and  con- 
tentment, I  haue  meant  to  dislodge  my  selfe  so  far  from  this 
countrey,  as  neyther  you  nor  any  other,  shal  euer  heare  by  fame 


or  true  report,  the  place  of  my  abode,  nc 
bones  shall  rest.  And  although  it  be  an  in 
and  torment,  which  by  way  of  pen  can  n 
misprised  of  you,  whom  alone  I  do  loue 
afflicted  soule  shall  hang  vpon  the  fee 
life:  yet  for  all  that,  this  griefe  falling  \ 
as  the  punishment  is  grieuous,  by  imagi 
minde  when  it  is  disquieted  with  disdayi 
who  liueth  not,  but  to  wander  vpon  the 
tions.  And  forsomutch  as  I  doe  feele 
mee,  that  I  am  not  able  any  longer  to  b< 
my  bitter  torments  and  martyrdome  tha 
yet  before  my  life  doe  fayle,  and  death  d 
I  haue  written  vnto  you  this  present  1« 
your  rigour,  which  is  the  marke  that  iusi 
And  although  I  doe  complayue  of  min 
meane  not  to  accuse  you,  onely  conte 
know,  that  firme  affection  and  eternall  tl 
recom pence  than  a  farewell  so  cruell. 
that  when  I  am  deade,  you  will  pitty  mj 
although  to  late,  that  my  loyalty  was  so 
those  was  false,  that  made  you  beleeue,  t 
with  the  daughter  of  Dom  Ferrande  de 
noble  gentleman  that  hath  bene  well  tro 
receiuc  the  gifts  that  come  from  a  vertuc 
you  to  be  so  incapable  and  voyde  of  hu 
which  I  haue  made  of  the  poorebirde,tl: 
my  repentaunce,  my  lawfull  excuses,  are  i 
contrary  of  yonr  persuasion?  Ah,  ah,  '. 
obscure  vayle  of  vniust  disdayne  and  im 
blindfold  your  eyes,  and  inuegled  youi 
iudgeihe  truth  of  my  cause  and  the  vnri^ 
I  will  render  vnto  you  none  other  certifi( 
but  my  languishinge  heart,  which  yon  clt 
feling  sutch  rude  interttiynement  therCj 
reioyseof  his  trauayles.  But  forsomutch 
what  restelh  for  me  to  do,  but  to  procure 
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And  sith  your  pleasure  coosisteth  in  mine  ouerthroir,  reasoa 
willeih  that  I  obey  you,  and  by  dcth  to  sacrifice  my  life  in  like 
maner  as  by  life  you  were  the  only  mistresse  of  my  heart.  One 
only  thing  cheereth  vp  my  heart  agayne,  and  maketh  my  death 
more  royserable,  which  is,  that  in  dying  so  innocent  as  I  am,  you 
shall  remayne  guilty,  and  the  onely  cause  of  my  ruine.  My  lyfe 
wilt  depart  like  a  puffe,  and  soule  shall  vanish  like  a  sweete  som- 
mer's  blast:  whereby  you  shall  be  euer  deemed  for  a  cruell  woman 
and  bloudy  murderer  of  your  deuout  and  faythfull  seruauut.  I 
pray  to  God  mine  owne  sweete  lady,  to  giiie  you  sutch  contenta- 
tion,  ioye,  pleasure,  and  gladnesse,  as  you  do  cause  through  your 
rigor,  discontentment,  griefe,  and  displeasure  to  the  poore  lan- 
guishing creature,  and  who  for  euermore  shall  bee 
Your  most  obedient  and  affecied 

seruaunt  Dom  Diego. 


The  good  lady  hauing  red  the  letter,  was  80  astonncd,  as  hir 
words  for  a  long  space  staled  within  hir  mouth ;  hir  heart  panted, 
and  spirite  was  full  uf  confusion,  hir  minde  was  filled  with  sorrow 
to  consider  the  anguishes  of  the  poore  vagabound,and  foster  her- 
mit. In  the  ende  before  the  houshoid  dissembling  hir  passion 
which  raooued  hir  sense,  she  tooke  hir  daughter  a  side,  whom 
very  sharply  she  rebuked,  for  that  she  was  the  cause  of  the  losse 
of  so  notable  and  perfects  knight  as  Dom  Diego  was.  Then  she 
red  the  letter  vnto  hir,  and  as  all  hir  eloquence  was  not  able  to 
moue  that  cruel  damsell,  more  veiiemous  than  a  serpent  agaynst 
the  knight,  who  (as  she  thought)  had  not  indured  the  one  halfe  of 
that  which  his  inconstancy  and  liglitnesse  had  wel  deserued, 
whose  obstinate  minde  the  mother  perceyuinge,  sayde  vnto  hir: 
"  I  pray  to  God  (deare  daughter)  that  for  your  frowardnesse,  you 
bee  not  blinded  in  your  beauty,  and  for  refusall  of  so  great  a 
benefit  as  is  the  nlliaunce  of  Dum  Diego,  you  be  not  abused  with 
sutch  a  one  as  shall  dimme  the  light  of  your  renoume  and  glory, 
which  hitherto  you  haue  gayned  amongs  the  sobrest  and  modest 
maydens."  Hauing  sayd  so,  the  wyse  and  sage  widow,  went  to 
the  seruaunt  of  Dom  Diego,  of  whom  she  demaunded  what 
day  his  mayster  departed,  which    she  knowing,  and  not  igno- 
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raont  of  the  occasion,  was  more  wroth  than  before :  notwithstand- 
ing she  dissembled  what  she   thought,   and  sending  backe  his 
senisant,  she  reqaired  him  to  do  hir  hearty  commendations  to  the 
ladj  bis  mistresse,  which  he  did.     The  good  lady  was  ioyfull  of 
them  not  knowing  the  contents  of  hir  Sonne's  letters,  but  looked 
rather  that  he  had  sent  word  vnto  his  ladj  of  the  iust  hour  of  his 
retarae.     Howbeit  when  she  saw  that  in  the  space  of  xx.  dajes, 
nor  yet  within  a  moneth  he  came  not,  shee  could  not  tell  what  to 
thioke,  so  dolorous  was  she  for  the  absence  of  iiir  sonne.    The 
time  passinge  without  hearing  any  newes  from  him  she  began  to 
torment  hirselfe,  and  be  so  pensiue,  as  if  she  had  heard  certayne 
newca  of  his  death.  "  Alas,"  (quod  she)  "  and  wherefore  haue  the 
beanens  giuen  me  the  possession  of  sutch  an  exquisite  fruicl,  to 
depriue   mee  thereof  before    I    do    partake   the  goodnesse,  and 
swetenes  therof,  and  before  I  do  enioy  the  grifts  proceding  from 
so  goodly  a  stock.     Ah  God,  I  feare  that  my   immoderate  loue  is 
the  occasion  of  the  losse  of  my  sonne,  and  the  whole  ruine  of  the 
mother,  with  the  demolition  and  wast  of  al  our  goods.     And   I 
would  that  it  had  pleased  God  (my  son)  the  hunter's  game  had 
neuer  bene  so  decre,   for  thinking  to  catch  that  pray  thou  thy 
selfe  wast  taken  and   thou  wandring  for  thy  better  disport,  mis- 
sing the  right  way,  so  strangely  didst  straggle,  that  hard  it  is  to 
reduce  thee  into  the  right  track  agayne      At  least  wise  if  I  knew 
the  place,  whereunto  thou  arie  repaired  to  finde  againe  thy  losse, 
I  would  trauell  thither  to  beare  the  company,  rather  than  to  lyue 
heere  voyde  of  a  husbande,  betrayed  by  them  whom  I  best  trusted 
and  bereft  from  the  presence  of  the  my  sonne,  the  staffe  and 
onely  comfort  of  myne  olde  age,  and  the  certayne  hope  of  all  our 
house  and  family."     Now  if  the  mother  vexed  hir  selfe,  the  sonne 
was  eased  with  no  great  reioyce,  being  now  a  free  cittizen  with 
the  beasts,  and  foules  of  the  forrests,  dennes,  and  caues,  leauiog 
not  the  profundity  of  the  woods,  the  craggednes  of  the  rocks,  or 
beauty  of  the  valley,  without  some  sigoe  or  token  of  his  griefe. 
Sometime  with  a  puncheon  wel  sharpned,  seruing  him  in  steede 
of  a  penknife,  he  graued  the  successe  of  his  loue  vpon  an  hard 
stone.     Other  times  the  softe  bark  of  some  tender  and  new  growen 
spray  serued  him  in  steede  of  paper,  or  parchment.     For  there  be 
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carued  in  cyplires  properly  combined  with  a  knot  (not  easily  to 
be  knowne)  the  name  of  his  lady,  interlaced  so  properly  with  his 
owne,  thai  the  finest  heads  might  bee  deceyued,  to  disciphre 
the  righte  interpretation.  Vpon  a  day  then,  as  he  passed  his 
time  (accordinge  to  his  custome)  to  muse  vpon  raj'ssehaps,  and 
to  frame  his  successe  of  loue  in  the  ayre,  hee  ingraued  these 
verses  vpon  a  stone  by  a  fountayne  side,  adioyning  to  his  rude 
and  sauage  house. 

If  any  forrest  pan,  doth  haunt  here  in  this  place. 
Or  wandring  nymphe,  hath  heard  my  wofuil  playnt : 
The  one  may  well  beholde,  and  view  what  drop  of  grace, 
I  haue  deseru'de,  and  eke  what  griefes  my  heart  do  taynt. 
The  other  lend  to  me  some  broke,  or  showre  of  rayne 
To  moyst  myne  heart  and  eyes,  the  gutters  of  my  brayne. 

Somewhat  further  of  many  times  at  the  rising  of  the  sunne,  he 
mounted  the  top  of  tin  high  and  greene  mountayne  to  solace  him- 
selfevpon  the  freshe  and  greene  grasse,  where  four  pillers  were 
erected,  (ey  ther  naturally  done  by  dame  nature,  or  wrought  by  the 
industry  of  man,)  which  bore  a  stone  in  forme  foure  square,  well 
hewed,  made  and  trimmed  in  maner  of  an  aulter,  vpon  which 
aulter  he  dedicated  these  verses  to  the  posterity. 

Vpon  this  holy  squared  stone,  which  aulter  men  doe  call, 
To  some  one  of  the  Godsaboue  that  consecrated  is. 
This  doleful!  verse  I  do  ingraue,  in  token  of  my  thrall. 
And  deadly  griefes  that  do  my  silly  heart  oppresse. 
And  vex  with  endelesse  paynes,  which  neuer  quiet  is, 
This  wofuil  verse  ([  say)  as  surest  gage  of  my  distresse, 
I  fixe  on  aulter  stone  for  euer  to  remayne. 
To  shew  the  heart  of  truest  wight,  that  euer  liued  in  payne. 

And  vpon  the  brims  of  that  table,  he  carued  these  wordes : 

This  mason  worke  erected  here,  shall  not  so  long  abide. 
As  shall  the  common  name  of  two,  that  now  vncoupled  bee. 
Who  after  froward  fortune  past,  knit  eche  in  one  degree. 
Shall  render  for  right  earnest  loue,  reward  on  either  aide. 


And  before  his  lodging  in  that  wilde  i 
thr  barke  of  a  lofiy  beeche  tree,  feelinj 
rustomed  lostinesse,  thus  he  wrote:       ^ 

Th'encreasing  beauty  of  thy  sliape,  exten< 
By  like  increase  I  hope  to  see,  so  stretchet 

His  man  seeing  him  to  begin  to  be  in< 
said  vnto  him:  "  And  wherefore  sir  sen 
brought  amongs  our  males,  if  you  do  not  a 
youre  selfe,  and  sing  thereupon  theprayse 
so  wel:  yea  and  if  I  may  so  say,  by  worshi 
mil  idolatry  in  yourmiude.  Is  it  not  you 
the  same  vnto  you,  that  by  immitation 
mooue  the  trees,  rucks,  and  wylde  beastei 
fortune,  and  witnesse  the  penaunce  thai 
without  cause  of  so  haynous  punishment 
the  knight)  "  that  thou  wouldest  I  should 
far  from  me,  as  I  am  estraunged  from  bir 
misery.  Notwithstanding  I  will  perform 
awake  that  instrument  in  this  desert  place, 
witnessed  the  greatest  part  of  my  passioi 
receyuing  the  lute  sounded  thereupon  this 

The  waues  and  troubled  scum,  that  moon< 
Which  runsand  roares  against  the  rocks,  aac 
Resembleth  lo  the  fits  of  loue, 
That  dayly  do  my  fansie  moue 

My  heart  it  is  the  ship,  that  driues  on 

And  reason  sayles  with  senselesse  wit,  and 

For  loue  is  guide,  and  leades  the 

That  brings  good  hap,  or  breedes 

The  furious  flames  of  loue,  that  neuer  ceas 

Are  loe  the  busie  sailes  and  oares,  that  woi 

And  as  in  skies,  great  windes  do  I 

Mj  8wif\  desires  runnes,  fleeting 


I 

I 
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As  sweete  Zephyrus  breath,  in  spring  time  feedes  the  6oures, 
My  mistresse  voice  would  ioyemy  wits,  by  hir  most  heauenly  powers, 

And  would exchaunge  my  stale  1  say, 

As  sominer  chaungeth  winter's  day. 

She  is  the  Artique  starre,  the  gratious  Goddesse  to, 

She  hath  tlie  might  to  make  and  marre,  to  heipe  or  els  vndo, 

Both  death  and  life  she  hath  at  call, 

My  wane,  my  peace,  my  ruine  and  ail. 

She  makes  me  Hue  in  woe,  and  guides  my  sighs  and  lookes, 
She  holds  my  fredome  by  a  lace,  as  fish  is  held  with  hookes, 

Thus  by  despayre  in  this  conceite, 

I  swallow  vp  both  hooke  and  baite. 

And  ill  the  deserts  loe  I  iiue,  among  the  sauage  kinde. 

And  spend  my  time  in  wofull  sighs,  rays'dvp  by  careof  minde. 

All  liopelesse  to  in  paynes  I  pyne, 

And  ioyes  for  euer  doe  resigne. 


I  dread  but  Charon's  boat  if  she  no  mercy  giue, 

In  darknesse  then  ray  soule  shall  dwell,  in  Pluto's  raygne  to  Hue, 

But  I  beleue  she  hath  no  care. 

On  him  that  caught  is  in  hir  snare. 

If  she  release  my  woe,  a  thousand  thankes  therefore, 

I  shall  hir  giue,  and  make  the  world  to  honor  hir  the  more. 

The  Gods  in  skies  will  prayse  the  same, 

And  recorde  beare  of  hir  good  name. 


b 


O  happy  is  that  life,  that  after  torment  strautige. 

And  earthly  sorows  on  this  mould,  for  better  life  shal  chaunge 

And  Iiue  amongs  the  Gods  on  high. 

Where  loue  and  louers  neuer  die. 


O  lyfe  that  here  I  leade,  I  freely  giue  thee  now, 

Vnto  the  fayre  where  ere  she  rests,  and  loke  thou  shew  hir  how 
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I  linger  forth  my  yeaies  and  daj 
To  winne  of  hir  a  crowne  of  pra; 

And  thou  my  pleasaunt  lute,  cease  not  m^ 

Andahew  the  torments  of  my  minde,  that  1 1 

And  alwayes  tell  my  mistresse  s 

Hir  worthy  vertues  rules  my  wi 


The  foster  louer  singing  this  song,  si 

twene,  the  tricling  teares  ranne  downe  h 

was  so  disfigured,  as  scarse  could  any  mai 

al  the  dayes  of  their  lyfe  had  frequente 

was  the  state  of  this  myserable  yong  gent 

hys  owne  wyne,  balanced  himselfe  downe 

to  the  hope  of  that  which  he  durst  not  I 

as  the  mischiefs  of  men  be  not  alwayes  du 

haue  their  proper  season,  euen  so  fortt 

intreaty  which  wrongfully  shee  had  caused 

of  Gineura  to  endure,  prepared  a  meanes 

vppon  hir  wheele,  euen  when  be  thought 

herein  iappeared  the  mercy  of  God,  who 

and  almost  impossible,  to  be  so  easy,  ai 

brought  to  passe.     How  may  this  examf 

be  plunged  in  the  bottome  of  defiaunce,  ( 

forlorne,  be  soone  exalted  euen  to  the  top 

Hath  not  our  age  seene  a  man  wbych  ' 

enimy  iudged  to  dye,  ready  to  bee  cariec 

miraculously  deUuered  from  thatdaungei 

of  God  are  to  be  marueyled)  the  same 

dignity  of  a  prynce,  and  preferred  aboue 

Now  Dom  Diego  attending  his  fieldish  p 

valeys  of  the  riche  mountayne  Pyrene,  ws 

vnlooked  for  as  you  shall  heare.     You  I: 

neyghbour  and  singuler  frend  a  noble 

Roderico.    Thys  gentleman  amongs  all 

did  most  lament  the  harde  fortune  of  I 

passe  that  zxii.  moneths  after  that  the  po 
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was  gonne  on  pilgrimage,  Dom  Roderico  tooke  his  iourney  into 
Gascoyne  for  diiiern  his  vrgcnt  affayres,  which  after  hee  had  dis- 
patched, were  it  tliat  hee  was  gon  out  nf  his  way,  or  that  God  (as 
it  is  most  likely)  did  driiie  liim  thither,  he  approched  towarde  that 
coaste  of  thcPjrienemountaynes,  where  that  tyme  his  good  frende 
Dom  Diego  did  iiiliabite,  who  dayly  grew  so  weakeand  feeble,  as 
if  God  had  not  sent  him  soda\'ne  succour  hee  had  gotten  that  hee 
most  desired,  which  was  death  that  should  haue  bene  theende  of 
his  trauayks  and  afflictions.  The  trayne  of  Dom  Roderico  being 
then  a  bowe  shot  of  from  the  sauagecaben  of  Dom  Diego,  espyed 
the  tractes  of  mens  feele  newly  troden,  and  beganne  to  maruayle 
what  hee  shonld  bee  that  dwelled  there,  considering  the  solitude, 
and  infertility  of  the  place,  and  also  that  the  same  was  farre  of 
from  towne  or  house.  And  as  they  deuised  hereupon,  they  saw  a 
man  going  into  a  caue,  which  was  Dom  Diego,  comming  from 
making  his  complayntes  vppon  the  rock  spoken  of  before.  From 
which  hauinge  turned  his  face  toward  that  parte  of  the  worlde 
where  he  thought  the  lodging  was  of  that  saynct,  whereunto  he 
addressed  his  deuotions,  Dom  Diego  hearinge  the  noyse  of  the 
horsse,  was  retired  because  hee  woulde  not  bee  scene.  The  knight 
which  rode  that  way,  seeing  that,  and  knowing  how  far  he  was 
oute  of  the  way,  coramaunded  one  of  his  men  to  gallop  towardes 
the  rocke,  to  learne  what  people  they  were  that  dwelled  within, 
and  to  dcmaund  how  they  might  coaste  to  the  high  way  that  led 
to  Barcelona.  The  seruaunt  approching  neare  the  caue,  perceiued 
the  same  so  well  empaled  and  fortified  with  beasts  skins  before, 
fearing  also  that  they  were  thecues  and  robbers  that  dwelled 
there,  durst  not  approche,  and  lesse  enquire  the  way,  and  there- 
fore returned  towards  his  mayster,  to  whom  hee  tolde  what  hee 
saw.  The  knight  of  another  maner  of  metall  and  hardinesse  than 
that  rascall  and  coward  seruaunt,  like  a  stout,  couragious,  and 
Taliaunt  man,  poasted  to  the  caue,  and  demaundinge  who  was 
within,  he  saw  a  man  come  forth  so  disfigured,  horrible  to  looke 
vppon,  pale  with  staring  hayre  vpright,  as  pitifull  it  was  to  behold 
him,  which  was  the  seruaunt  of  the  foster  hermit.  Of  him  Rode- 
rico demaunded  what  he  was,  and  which  was  the  way  to  Barce- 
lone.     "  Syr,"  aunswered  that  disguised  person :  "  I  know  not 
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right  way  which  wee  so  well  as  they  haue  lost."  "  Syr,"  (quod 
one  of  his  men,)  "  there  be  two  saddles,  and  one  of  them  is  so 
exceeding  fayre,  so  well  garnished  and  wrought  as  eiieryou  saw." 
The  knight  feeling  in  himselfe  an  vnaccustonied  motion,  caused 
them  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  as  he  viewed  and  marked  the 
riche  harncsse,  and  trappings  of  (he  same,  he  staycth  to  looke 
vppon  the  hinder  parte  minionly  wrouglit,  and  in  the  middest  of 
theeograuing  he  red  this  deuise  in  the  Spanish  tongue. 
Que  brantare  la  fe,  es  causa  muy  fea. 
That  is, 
To  violate  or  breake  fayth,  is  a  thing  detestable. 
That  only  inscription  made  him  to  pause  a  while.  For  it  was 
the  poesie  that  Dom  Diego  bore  ordinarily  in  his  armes,  wliich 
moued  him  to  think  that  without  doubt  one  of  those  pilgrimes 
was  the  very  same  man  to  whom  that  saddle  did  appertayne.  And 
therefore  he  bent  hiuiselfe  very  attentiuely  aftcrwardes  to  behold 
first  the  one,  and  then  the  other  of  those  desert  citizens.  But 
the}'  were  so  altered,  as  hec  was  not  able  to  know  them  agayno. 
Dom  Diego  seeing  his  freende  so  neare  him,  and  the  desire  that 
be  had  to  knowe  hym,  chafed  very  mutch  in  hys  mynde,  and  the 
more  his  rage  began  to  waxe,  when  hee  saw  Roderico  afiproiii 
neare  vnlo  hym  more  aduiscdiy  to  looke  vppon  liym,  for  hee  had 
not  hys  owne  affections  ao  mutch  at  commaundemcnt,  but  hys 
bloude  mooued  hys  entrailes,  and  mounting  into  the  most  knowen 
place,  caused  outwardly  the  alteration  which  hee  endured,  to 
appeare.  Roderico  seeing  hym  to  chaunge  colour,  was  assured 
of  that  which  before  hee  durst  not  suspect:  and  that  which  made 
him  the  sooner  beleeue  that  he  was  not  deceived,  was  a  lyiiic  tuft 
of  haire,  so  yelow  as  gold,  which  Dom  Diego  had  vpon  his  necke, 
whereof  Dom  Roderico  takyng  heede,  gaue  ouerallsuspition.and 
was  well  assured  of  that  he  doubted.  And  therefore  displaying 
himselfe  with  hys  armes  opened  vpon  the  necke  of  his  friend,  and 
imbracing  him  very  louingly,  his  face  bedewed  with  tears,  sayd 
vnto  him :  "  Alas,  my  lord  Dom  Diego,  what  cuill  lucke  from 
heauen  hath  deparied  you  from  the  good  company  of  them  wliich 
dye  for  sorrow,  to  see  thcmselues  berieued  of  the  beaut}-,  lyght 
and  ornament  of  their  fdowship  ?  What  are  they  that  haue  giuen 
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youoccaaion  thus  to  eclipse  the  bryghtne 

it  oaghte  most  clearely  to  shyne,  both  foi 

and  for  the  honour  of  your  age  ?  Is  it 

oughte  thus  to  hide  your  selfe?  Doe  you 

that  I  know  not  ryght  well,  that  you  an 

renoumed  for  vertue  and  prowesse  f  I  wo 

so  longe,  but  to  carry  away  a  power  to  i 

being  the  one,  by  withdrawing  your  se 

vnseemely  wyldernesse,  and  my  selfe  tl 

company,  and  by  bearyng  newes  to  your 

departure,  do  bewaile  and  lament  the  sai 

that   be  was  not  able  to  conceyle  the  < 

euidently  seene,  and  the  louing  imbracen 

began  to  feele   a  certayne   tendernesse 

wbych  the  mother  conceyueth,  when  s 

that  is  long  absent,  or  the  chaste  wyfe,  1 

husband,  when  she  clepeth  him  betwene 

culleth  and  cherisheth  hym  at  hir  pleasur 

able  to  refrain  any  longer  for  ioy  and 

and  sighing  began  to  im  brace  hym  v 

affection,  as  with  good  wyl  the  other  hi 

knowe  where  he  was.  And  being  come  a 

to  his  faithful!  and  most  louinge  friend : 

and  difficult  be  thy  iudgments  to  compr 

liue  here  miserably,  vnknowen  to  al  the 

herediscouered,  when  I  thought  least  of 

he  to  Roderico)  "  that  wretched  and  vnfoi 

that  thy  very  great  and  louing  fryend, 

a£9ycted  wyth  his   vnhap,  and  tormeni 

into  these  desertes  to  accomplysh  the  oi 

il  luck.     Now  sith  that  I  haue  satisfied  j 

that  being  content  wyth  my  sighte,  yet 

leaueme  heere  to  performe  that  lyttle  r 

lyue,  without  telling  to   any  person  thi 

oianifeste  the  place  of  my  abode."     "  V 

(sayd  Roderico)  "  are  you  so  farre  strau 

to  haue  a  minde  to  continue  this  bruta! 
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iViends  from  the  ioy  whyoh  they  receiue  by  inioying  your  com- 
p:iny  i  Think  I  pray  you  that  God  hath  caused  vs  to  be  born 
noble  men,  and  hauing  power  and  authority  not  to  liue  in  corners, 
or  be  buryed  amid  tlie  slauery  of  the  popular  sort,  or  remain  idle 
within  great  palaces  or  secrete  corners,  but  rather  to  illustrat  and 
giue  ly^ht  with  the  example  of  our  vertue  to  those  that  shal 
apply  themselues  to  our  dexterity  of  good  behauior,  and  do  lyue 
as  depending  vpon  our  edicts  and  commiiundments  :  I  appeaie  to 
your  faith,  what  good  shall  succedc  to  your  subiects,  who  haue 
both  heard  and  also  knowne  the  benefit  bestowetl  vppon  them  by 
God,  for  th;.t  hee  gaue  them  a  lord  so  modest  and  vertuous, 
and  before  thev  haue  expfrimented  the  effect  of  his  gaodnesse 
and  vertue,  depriued  of  him,  that  is  adorned  and  garnished  with 
sutch  perfections?  What  comfort,  contentation  and  ioy  shall 
the  lady  your  mother  receiue,  by  feel^'ng  your  losse  to  be  so 
sudaine,  after  your  good  and  dvlycate  bryngyng  vp,  instructed 
with  sutch  great  dihgence  and  vtterly  berieued  of  the  fruict  of 
that  education  ?  it  is  you  sir,  that  may  comniaund  obedience  to 
parents,  succor  to  the  afflicted,  and  do  iustice  to  them  that  craue 
it:  Alas,  they  be  your  poore  subiectes  that  niake/couiplaints,  eucn 
of  you,  for  denying  tiiem  your  due  presence.  It  is  you  of  whom 
my  good  madame  doth  complayne,  as  of  him  that  hath  broken  and 
violated  his  faith,  for  not  comming  home  at  the  promised  day." 
Now  as  he  was  about  to  continue  his  oration,  Dom  Diego  vnwil- 
ling  to  hi  are  him,  brakeof  his  talk  saying:  "  Ah  sir,and  mygrcat 
friend:  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  you  to  iudgeof  mine  affayrcs,  and 
to  blame  myne  absence,  not  knowing  perudueuture  the  cause 
thereof.  But  I  esteeme  you  a  man  of  so  good  Judgement,  and 
so  great  a  fryend  of  thinges  that  be  honeste,  and  a  gentleman  of 
great  fidelity,  as  by  vnderstanding  my  hard  luck,  when  you  be 
aduertised  of  tlie  cause  of  my  withdrawing  into  this  solitarie place, 
you  wyll  rightly  confe-se,  and  playnely  see  that  the  wisest  and 
most  constant  haue  committed  more  vaine  follies  than  those  don 
by  mee,  forced  with  like  spirite  that  now  moueth  and  formenteth 
me."  Hauing  savd,  lie  tooke  aside  Roderico,  where  he  dvd  tell 
vnto  bym  the  whole  discourse  both  of  his  loue,  and  also  of  the 
rigor  of  hys  la<ly,  uol  without  weepyng,   in  sutch  ubunduunce 
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and  with  lutch  frequent  sighes and  sobs  interrupt jng so  bysspeach, 
as  Roderico  was  constrained  to  keepe  him  company,  by  remem- 
bryng  the  obstinacie  of  hir  liiat  was  the  miotresse  of  his  heart, 
and  thinkynge  that  already  he  had  seene  the  effect  of  lyke  misse* 
bap  to  fal  vpon  bis  owne  head,  or  neare  vnto  the  lyke,  or  greater 
distrcsse  than  that  which  be  sawe  his  deare  and  perfect  fryend  to 
endure.  Notwythstnnding  he  assayed  to  remonc  him  from  that 
desperate  minde  and  opinion  of  continuance  in  the  desert.  Bot 
the  froward  penitente  swore  vnto  him,  that  so  long  as  he  liued 
(without  place  recouered  in  the  good  graces  of  his  Gineura,)  he 
would  not  retume  home  to  his  house,  but  rather  change  his  being, 
to  seke  more  sauage  abode,  and  lesse  frequented  than  that  was. 
"  For"  (quod  bee)  "  to  whatpurpose  shall  my  retourneserue  where 
continuinge  mine  affection,  I  shall  fele  lyke  cruelty  that  I  dydin 
time  past,  which  wil  bee  more  painful  and  heauy  for  me  to  beare 
than  voluntary  exile  and  banyshment,  or  bryng  me  to  that  end 
wherein  presently  I  am."  "  Contente  your  self  I  beseech  you,  and 
suffer  me  to  be  but  once  vnhappy,  and  do  not  perswade  mce  to 
proue  a  second  affliction,  worsse  than  the  first,"  Roderico  bear- 
ing his  reasons  so  liuely  and  wel  applied  would  not  reply,  ooely 
content  that  he  would  make  him  promyse  to  tarry  there  two 
moDthes,  and  in  that  time  attempt  to  reioyse  himselfe  so  wel  as 
he  could.  And  for  hys  owne  parte,  he  swore  vnto  him,  that  he 
would  bee  a  meanes  to  reconcile  Gineura,  and  brynge  them  to 
talke  together.  Moreouer,  he  gaue  him  assurance  by  othe,  that 
hee  shoulde  not  bee  discouered  by  hym,  nor  by  any  in  his  com- 
pany. Wherewith  the  knyght  somewhat  recomforted,  thanked 
him  very  affectuously.  And  so  leauyng  wylh  him  a  fielde  bed, 
two  seruaunts,  and  money  for  his  necessities,  Roderico  tooke  hyi 
leaue,  tellyng  hym  thatshoriely  he  would  visite  himagaine,  to  bis 
great  contentaiion,  as  euer  he  was  left  and  forsaken  with  gryefe 
and  sorrow,  hymselfe  makyng  great  mone  for  the  vnseemely  state 
and  myserable  plyght  of  Dom  Diego.  And  God  knoweth  whe- 
ther by  the  way,  he  detested  the  cruelty  of  pitilesse  Gineura, 
blasphemyng  a  million  of  times  the  whole  sexe  of  womankynd, 
peraduenture  not  without  iust  cause.  For  there  lieth  hydden  (I 
know  not  what)  in  the  brests  of  women,  which  at  times  like  the 
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wane  aad  increase  of  the  moone,  doth  chaunge  and  alter,  whereof 
a  man  can  not  tcil  on  what  foote  to  stand  to  conceiue  the  reasons 
of  the  same :  whych  fickle  fragilhly  of  theirs  (I  dare  not  say 
mobility)  is  sutch,  as  the  subtiliest  wench  of  them  al  best  skilled  in 
Turner's  art,  can  not  (I  say  deface)  or  so  mutch  as  hide  or  colour 
that  natural!  imperfection.  Roderico  arriued  at  his  house,  fre- 
quented many  times  the  lodging  of  Gineura,  to  espy  hir  fashions, 
and  to  see  if  any  other  had  conquered  that  place,  that  was  m  well 
assayled  and  besieged  by  Dom  Diego.  And  this  wyse  and  sage 
knyght  vsed  the  matter  so  well,  that  he  fell  in  acquaintance  wyth 
one  of  the  gentlewoman's  pages,  in  whome  she  had  so  great  triwt> 
as  sheconceyled  from  him  very  few  of  hir  greatest  secretes,  not 
well  obseruing  the  prtceiptc  of  the  wyse  man,  who  councelleth  vs 
not  to  tell  the  secretes  of  the  mynde  to  those,  whose  iudgemenl 
is  but  weake,  and  tongue  very  lauish  and  franke  of  speadi.  The 
kuyglit  then  familiar  with  this  page,  dandled  him  so  with  faire 
words,  as  by  lyttie  and  lytle  he  wrong  thewormes  out  of  his  nose, 
and  vuderstode  that  when  Gineura  began  once  to  take  pepper  in 
snuffe  against  Dom  Diego,  she  fell  in  loue  wyth  a  gentleman  of 
Biskaye,  very  poore,  but  beautyfull,  young  and  lustye,  whych  was 
the  stewarde  of  the  house  :  and  the  page  added  further  that  hee 
was  not  then  there,  but  woulde  returiie  wythin  three  dayes,  as  he 
had  sent  woorde  to  hys  niystresse,  and  that  two  other  gentlemen 
woulde  accompany  him  tocary  away  Gineura  into  Biskaye,  for  that 
was  their  hist  conclusion :  "  And  1  hope"  (quod  he)  "  that  she  will 
take  me  with  hir,  bicaiisel  am  made  priuy  to  their  whole  intent." 
Roderico  hearing  the  treason  of  this  Hight  and  departure  of  the 
vnfaithful  daughter,  was  at  the  first  brunt  aslonncd,  but  desirous 
that  the  page  should  uot  marke  his  altered  countemiunce,  said 
vntohim:  "  Ih  very  deede  meete  it  is,  that  the  gentlewoman 
should  make  hir  owne  choice  of  husband,  sith  hir  mother  so  little 
carelh  to  prouidc  for  hir.  And  albeit  that  the  gentleman  be  not 
so  riche  and  noble  as  hir  estate  deserueth,  hir  affection  in  that 
behalfe  ought  to  suffise,  and  the  honesty  of  his  person :  for  the  rest 
Gineura  hath  (thanks  be  to  God)  wherewith  to  iniertaine  the 
state  of  them  both."  These  wordes  he  spake,  farre  from  the 
thought  of  bis  hearte.  For  being  alone  by  himself,  thus  he  said : 
VOL.  II.  3  Z 
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than  once  to  opcD  my  mouth,  to  dtscouer  the  least  intent  of  this 
enterpryse.  But  tell  mee,  I  praye  thee,  when  do  ye  depart?" 
"  Sir"  (quod  the  page) "  as  my  mislresse  saieth,  to  morow  about 
ten  or  eleuen  of  the  cjocke  in  the  euening,  when  the  lady  hir 
mother  shall  bee  in  the  sound  of  hir  first  sleepe."  The  knight 
hcaryng  that,  and  desirous  of  no  belter  time,  tooke  liys  Itaue  of 
the  page,  and  went  home,  where  hce  caused  to  bee  sente  for  tenne 
or  twelue  gentlemen,  his  neighbours  and  tennunls,  whom  he  made 
priuy  of  his  secretes,  and  partakers  of  that  he  went  about,  to 
deliuer  out  of  captiuity  and  miserie  the  chiefest  of  all  his  friends. 
The  nighte  of  those  two  louers  departure  beinge  come,  Dom 
Roderico,  which  knewetheway  where  ihey should  passe,  bestowed 
bioi  selfe  and  his  companie  in  ambush,  in  a  little  groue,  almost 
three  miles  of  the  lodging  of  this  fugitiue  gentlewoman:  where 
they  hadde  not  long  tarried  but  they  hearde  the  tramplinge  of 
horsse,  and  a  certaine  whispring  noise  of  people  riding  before 
them.  Nowe  the  nighte  was  somwhat  cleare,  which  was  the 
cause,  that  the  kniglue  amonges  the  thronge,  knew  the  gentle- 
woman, besides  whonie  rode  the  miserable  wretche  that  hadde 
stolne  hir  Bwaye.  Whome  so  soone  as  Roderico  perceyued  full 
of  despyte,  moued  wyth  extreme  passion,  welding  his  launceinto 
his  rest,  brake  in  the  nearest  way  vpon  the  infurtunatelouer,  with 
sutch  vehemeucy,  as  neither  coate  of  maile  or  placard  was  able  to 
»aue  his  lyfe,  or  warraunt  him  to  keepe  company  wyth  that 
troupe  which  banded  vnder  loue's  enseigne,  was  miserably  slayne, 
by  the  guide  of  a  blynd,  naked,  and  thieuish  iille  boy.  j^nd  when 
he  saw  he  had  done  that  he  came  for,  he  sayd  to  the  rest  of  the 
company  ;  "  My  friends,  thys  man  was  carelcsse  to  make  inuasion 
vpon  other  mens  ground."  These  poore  Biskaycs  surprysed  vpon 
the  sodayne,  and  seeyng  theambushment  to  multiply,  put  spurres 
to  theyr  horsse  to  the  best  aduantage  they  could  for  expedition, 
leauiug  their  conduct  or  guid  gaping  for  breath  and  geuing  a 
eigne  that  he  was  dead.  Whiles  the  other  were  making  them- 
selues  ready  to  runne  away,  two  of  Roderico  his  men,  couered 
with  skarfes,  armed,  and  vnknowne,  came  to  sease  vppon  sorrow- 
full  Gineura,  who  beholdyng  her  fryende  deade,  began  to  weepe 
crye  so  straungeiy,  as  it  was  maruell  that  hir  breath  fayled 
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•urely  for  stolne  and  secrete  manages,  wherby  the  lionour  of  the; 
contracted  partes,  is  most  commonly  bleoiyshed,  anU  the  com- 
mauadvmeDt  of  Goo  violated,  whose  word  eiiioyneth  obedience 
to  parents  in  all  ryghtfuli  causes,  who  if  for  any  lyglitoffence,  iliey 
haue  power    to  take  from    vs  the  inheritance   wliych  olherwyse 
naturall  law  would  giue    vs,  what   ought   they   of  duety   to  doe, 
where  rebeliyouschyldren  abusing  llieyr  goodnesse,  do  consume 
without  feare  of  liberty,  the  thynge  thai  is  in  theyr  free  wyll  and 
gouerneraent.  In  like  maner  diucrs  vndiscreie  and  folysh  mothers 
are  to  be  accused,  which  suffer  their  daughters  of  tender  and 
chyldysh  age,  to  be  enamored  of  theyr  scruants,  not  remeuibryng 
how  weake  the  flesh  is,  how  prone  and  ready  men   be  to  do  euil, 
and   how  the   scducyng  spirile  wayting  stil  vpon  vs,  is  procliue 
and  prone  to  surpryse  and  catch  vs  wythin  his  snares,  to  the  intent 
he  may  reioyce  in  the  ruine  of  soules  washed  and  redeemed  wyth 
the  bloud  of  the  Son  of  God.    This  troupe  drawing  neare  to  the 
cnue  of   Dom  Diego,  Roderico  sent  one  of  his  men  to  aduertise 
him  of  theircomming,  who  in  the  absence  of  his  fryende,  fy  lied  and 
tasteined  with  hope,  sliorlely  to  see  the  onely  lady  of  hys  hearie, 
accompanyed  wyth  a  merry  and  ioylutl    trayne,  ao  soone  as  hee 
bad  somewhat  ehaunged  his  wilde  manerof  lyfe,  he  also  by  lyttle 
and  lyttle  gayned  a  good  part  of  hys  lusty  and  fresh  coloure,  and 
almost  had  recouered    that  beauty,  which  he  had  when  he  firste 
became  a  citizen  of  those  de>ertes.     Now  hauing  vnderttiinded 
the  message  sent  vuto   him  by  Roderico,  Got!  knoweth  if  with 
that  pleasaunt  tydings  he  felt  a  motion  of  Bloud,  suich  as  made 
all  his  members  to  leape  and  daunce,  whych  rend  red  hys  mynde 
astonned,  for  the  onely  memorye   of   the  thynge  that  poyscd  hys 
mynd  vp  and  downe,  not  able  to  bee   wayed  in  equall    balaunce 
whereof  rather  he  ought  to  haue  made  reioyse  than  complayne, 
being  assured  to  see  hir,  of  whome  liedemiiund<d  oiiely  grace  and 
pardon,  but  for  recouery  of  hir,  he  durst  not  repose  any  ccrtayne 
iudgement.     In  the  eivde   hoystyng  vp  hys  head  lyke  one  rysen 
from  a  long  and  sound  slecpe,  hee  sayd  :  "  Praise  be  to  God,  wtio 
yet  before  I  dye, hath  done  me  great  pleasure,  tosuil'er  me  to  haue 
a  syght  of   hir,  that  by  causing  my    niatirdome,  continueth   hir 
ttubburne  maimer  of  lyfe,  whych  shall  procure  in  like  sort  myne 
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his  seriiice.     I  speake  not  this  for  my  selfe,  my  deuution  beinge 
vowed  elsewhere,  but  for  tliat  honest  affection  which  I  beare  to  all 
vertuous  and  chaste  persons.     The  effect  whereof  I  wil  not  deny 
to  tell  you  in  tyrae  and    place,   where  I  shall  vse  sulcli   modesty 
towards  you,  as  is  meete  for  a  maiden  of  your  age  and  sUite.    For 
the  greatnesse  of  noble  men  and  puisant,   dotli  most  appeare  and 
shew  forth  it  self,  when  they  vse  mildnesse  and  genllenesse  vnto 
those,  lowhome  by  reason  of  their  authority  they  mighte  execute 
cruelty  and  malice.  Now  to  the  end  thai  I  do  not  make  you  duubt- 
full  long,   ai  that  which  [  haue  done  and  yelmeane  to  doe,  is  for 
none  other  purp.ise  but  to  ease  the  grieuous  paines  of  that  moste 
faitlifull  louer  that  loueth  at  ihys  daye  vndcr  the  circle   of  the 
monne.     It  is  for  ihegood  knighte  Dom  Diego,  that  loueth  you 
so  dearely  and  still  worshippcth  your  noble  fame,  who  bicause  he 
wil  not  shew  himself  disobedient,  liueth  miserably  ainonge  bruite 
beasts,  amid  the  craggy  rocks  and  mounlaines,  and  in  the  deepe 
solitudes  of  conifortlesse dales  and  valleis.     It  is  to  him  [  say  that 
I  do  bryng  you,  protesting  vnto  you  by  othe  (gentlewoman)  that 
the  misery  « herein  i    snw  him,  liiile   more  than  vi.  wekes  past, 
touclieth   me  so  neare  the  heart,  ns    if  the  sacrifice   of  my  lyfe 
gufhced    alone,  (and   without  letting  you    to  I'eete   this   painfnil 
voyage)  for  thesolaceof  his  malirdome  1  would  spare  it  no  more, 
than  I  do  mine  owne  endeuor  and    honor,  busides  the  hazarding 
of  the  losse  of  your  good  grace   and  fauour.     And  albeit  I  wel 
percciue,  that  I  do  grieueyou,  by  causing  you  to  enter  this  pain- 
full ioorney,  yet  I  besech  you   that  the  whole  displeasure  of  this 
fact  may  bee  imputed  vnto  my   charge,  and  that  it  would   please 
you  louingly  to  deale  with  hiin,  who  for  your  sake  vscth  so  great 
violence  against  himself."     Gineuraas  a  woaiaii  half  in  despayre 
for  the  death  of  hir  friend,  bchaued  hir  selfe   like  a  mad  woman 
void  of  wit  and  sense,  and  the  simple  remembraunceof  Dom  Diego 
his  name  so  astonned  her,  (which  name  she  hated  fur  more  than 
the  pangs  of  death)  that  she  staled  a  long  lime,  hir  mouth  not 
able  to  shape  one  word  to  speake.     In  the  ende  vanquislied  with 
impacience,    burning    with    cholcr,  anti    trembling    for   sorrow, 
loked  vpon  Dom  Roderico  with  an  eye  no  lesse  furious,  than  a 
tigre*8e  caught  within  the  net,  and  seeth  before  hir  face  hir  young 
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the  maine  Ocean.  Thus  deuising  from  one  taike  to  an  other, 
they  arryued  neare  the  caue,  which  was  tlie  stately  house  of  Dora 
•Diego:  where  Gineuralyghted,  and  saw  the  pore  amorous  knight, 
Ihurably  failing  downe  at  hir  feete,  all  forworne,  pale,  and  dis- 
figured, who  weeping  with  warme  teares,  said  vnto  hir :  "  Alas, 
my  deare  lady,  the  alone  and  onely  mistresse  of  my  heart,  do  you 
not  thinke  that  my  penaunce  is  long  inoughe  for  the  sinne  which 
ignorauntly  I  haue  committed,  if  euer  1  haue  don  any  fault  at 
al?  Behold  I  beseech  you  (good  ladie  deare)  what  ioy  I  haue 
conceiued  in  your  absence,  what  pleasures  haue  nursed  mine  hope, 
and  what  consolation  hath  entertained  my  life:  which  iruelj 
bad  it  not  bene  for  the  continual  remembraunce  of  your  diuine 
beauty,  I  had  of  long  lime  abreuiated  to  sliorten  the  pains 
which  do  renow  in  me  so  many  times  the  pangs  of  death :  as 
oftentimes  I  think  vpon  the  vnkindnes  shewed  vnto  me  by  making 
so  litle  accompt  of  my  fidelity:  whych  can  nor  shal  receiue  the 
Bame  in  good  part,  wer  it  so  perfect  as  any  assuraunce  were  able 
to  make  it."  Gineura  swelling  with  sorrow  and  full  of  feminine 
rage,  blushing  willi  fury,  hir  eyes  sparcklinge  forth  hir  cholierick 
conceypts,  vouchsafed  not  so  mutch  as  to  giue  him  one  word  for 
aunswere,  and  bicause  she  would  not  looke  vppon  him,  she  turned 
hir  face  on  the  other  side.  The  poore  and  afflicted  louer,  seeing 
the  great  cruelty  of  his  felonous  mystresse,  still  kneeling  vpon  his 
knees,  redoubling  hisarmes,  fetching  his  sighes  with  a  voyce  that 
seemed  to  bee  drawne  by  force  from  the  bottome  of  his  heart, 
proceeded  in  these  wordes  :  "  Sy  th  the  sincerity  of  my  fay  tb,  and 
my  long  seruice  madame  Gineura,  cannot  persuade  you  that  I 
haue  beene  most  obedient,  faythfull,  and  very  loyall  seruaunt 
towards  you,  as  euer  any  that  hath  serued  lady  or  gentlewoman, 
and  that  without  your  fauour  and  grace  it  is  vnpossible  for  mee 
any  longer  to  liue,  yet  I  doe  very  humbly  beseech  yoo,  for  that  all 
other  comfort  is  denied  me,  if  there  bee  any  gentlenesse  and 
curtesie  in  you,  that  I  may  receyue  thisonely  grace  at  your  hands 
for  the  last  that  euer  1  hope  to  craue:  which  is,  that  3'ou  being 
thus  greeuously  ofiendcd  with  me,  would  do  iustice  vpon  that 
vnfortunate  man,  that  vpon  his  knees  doth  instantly  craue  the 
same.  Graunt  (cruell  mi&tresse)  this  my  request,  doe  vengeaunce 
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and  thou  O  trayterous  and  theeuishe  loue,  haste  ordayned  a  banket 
ifrued  with  sutch  bitter  dishes,  as  forced  I  am  perforce  to  taste 
of  their  egre  sweetes:  Auaunt  sweete  folly,  auaunt,  I  doe  hence- 
forth for  euer  let  thee  slip,  to  inibrace  the  death,  wherein  1  hope 
to  find  my  greatest  rest,  for  in  thee  I  findenoughteelse  but  heapes 
of  straynirige  passions.  Auoyde  from  rae  ail  my  mishap,  flee  from 
mee  ye  furious  ghostes  and  Jayries  most  vnkinde,  whose  gaudes 
and  toyes  dame  toue  hath  w^rought  to  keepe  occupied  my  Jouing 
minde,  and  suffer  me  to  take  ende  in  thee,  that  1  may  Hue  in  aa 
other  life  without  thee,  being  now  charged  with  cup  of  griefe, 
which  I  shall  quafie  in  venomous  drincke  soaked  in  the  sops  of 
bitternesse.  Sharpen  thou  thy  aelfe,  (O  death  vnkinde)  prepare 
thy  darte,  to  strike  the  corpse  of  hir,  that  she  may  voyde  the 
quarelles  shotte  agaynst  hir  by  hir  aduersary.  Ah  poorc  liearte, 
strip  thy  selfe  from  hope,  and  qualifie  thy  desires.  Cease  hence- 
forth to  wishe  thy  lyfe,  seeing,  and  feclinge  the  appoyncted  sight 
of  loue  and  life,  combattyng  within  my  minde,  els  where  to  seeke 
my  peace  in  an  other  world,  with  him  to  ioy,  whych  for  my  sake 
was  sacrificed  to  the  treason  of  varlets  handes,  who  for  the  perfite 
hoorde  of  his  desires,  noughte  else  dyd  seeke  but  to  soile  his 
bloudy  fists  with  the  purest  bloude  of  my  loyall  friend.  And  I  this 
floud  of  teares  do  shead  to  saciate  his  felonous  moodc  that  is  the 
iust  shortening  of  my  doleful  dayes."  When  she  had  thus  com- 
playned,  she  began  horribly  to  torment  hir  selfe  that  the  cruellest 
of  the  company  were  moued  with  compassion,  to  see  hir  thus 
strangely  straught  of  hir  wits:  neuertheles  they  did  not  discon- 
tinue by  duety  to  solicite  hir  to  haue  regard  to  that  which 
poore  fayniyng  Dom  Diego  dyd  endure  :  who  so  soone  as  wyth 
freshe  fountayn  water  bee  was  rcuiued,  seeing  still  the  lieauinessc 
of  his  lady,  and  hir  increased  disdaine  and  choler  agninste  hym 
vanished  in  diuers soundings:  which  muued  Koderico  from  studye 
deepe,  wherein  he  was,  to  ryse,w hereunto  the  rage  of  Gineura  had 
cast  him  duwne,  bicause  forgetting  all  imaginaric  afliection  of  his 
lady,  and  proposing  his  duety  before  his  eyes,  which  ech  gentiemaa 
oweth  to  gentle  damselsand  womenkind,styll  beholding  with  honor- 
able aspect  the  gryefe  of  the  martyred  wy  Idernesse  knyght,  sighing 
yet  in  former  gryefes,  he  sayd  vnto  Gineura,  "  Alas,  is  it  possyble. 
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baue  sufFred  for  my  ioy  and  contenlation."  "  It  is  therefore," 
(quod  she)  "  that  I  thynk  my  self  happy:  for  by  that  meanes  I 
haue  knowne  the  perfect  qnalyties  that  be  in  you,  and  haite  proued 
two  extremities  of  vtrlue.  One  consisting  in  your  constancy 
and  loyalty  wherby  you  may  vaunt  your  selfe  aboue  hym  that 
sacrificed  his  lyfe  vpon  the  bioudy  body  of  his  iadye  who  for 
dying  so,  finished  his  irauailes.  Where  you  haue  chosen  a  life 
worse  than  death,  no  lesse  paynefuil  a  hundred  times  a  day, 
than  very  death  it  self.  The  other  in  the  clemency  wherwyth 
you  caime  and  appease  the  rage  of  your  greatest  aducrsaries.  As 
my  self  which  before  bated  you  to  death,  vanquished  by  your 
curtesie  do  confesse  that  I  am  double  bound  voto  you,  both  for 
my  lyfe  and  honor :  and  hearty  thankes  do  I  render  to  the  lord 
Rodericofor  the  violence  he  dyd  vnto  me,  by  which  meanes  I  was 
induced  to  acknowledge  my  wrong,  and  the  right  whychyou  had 
to  complayneof  tny  beastly  resistance."  "  Al  is  wel,"  sayd  Roderico, 
"silh  without  peril  of  honor  we  may  returne  home  to  our  houses: 
I  intend  therefore  (sayd  he)  to  send  word  before  to  the  ladies  your 
mothers  of  your  returne,  for  1  know  how  so  wel  to  couer  and 
excuse  this  our  enierpryse  and  secrete  iorneis,  as  by  God's  assist- 
ance no  blame  or  displeasure  shall  ensue  thereof.  And  like  as 
(said  he  smiling)  I  haue  builded  the  fortresse  whych  shot  into 
your  carope,  and  made  you  flie,  euen  so  I  hope  (gentlewoman) 
that  I  shalbe  the  occasion  of  your  victorye,  when  you  combat  in 
close  campe,  with  your  sweete  cruel  ennimy."  Thus  they  passed 
the  iorney  in  pleasaunt  talk,  recompensing  the  ii.  louers  with  al 
honest  and  vertuous  intertainment  for  their  griefs  and  troubles 
past.  In  the  nieane  while  they  sent  one  of  their  seruaunts  to  the 
two  widow  ladies,  which  were  in  gieate  care  lor  their  children,  to 
aduertise  them  that  Gineura  was  gone  to  visite  Dom  Diego,  then 
being  inoneof  the  castles  of  Roderico,  where  they  were  determined 
if  it  were  their  good  pleasure,  to  consumate  their  mariage,  hauing 
giuen  faiih  and  affiance  one  to  the  other.  The  mother  of  Gineura 
could  not  heare  tel  of  more  pleasant  newes  :  for  she  had  vnder- 
standed  of  the  foolysh  flyght  and  escape  of  liir  daughter,  w  ith  the 
steward  of  hir  house,  wherof  she  was  very  sorrowful,  and  for 
grief  was  like  to  die,  butassurcd  and  recomforted  with  those  newes 
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mountaynes.     And  truely  the  duety  of  his  perfect  friende,  did 

more  liuely  disclose  the  same  (what  fault  so  euer  he  did)  than  all 

his  couDtenaunces,  eloquent  letters   or  amorous  messages.     In 

hke  manner  a  man  doth  not  know  what  a  treasure  a  true  friende 

is,  vntill  hee  hath  proued  his  excellency,  specially  where  necessity 

maketh  him  to  taste  the  svvetenes  of  sutch  delicate  meate.    For  a 

frend  being   a  seconde  himselfe,  agreeth  by  a  certayne  naturall 

Sympathie  and  attonementto  th'affections  of  him  whom  heloueth 

both  to  participate  his  ioyes  and  pleasures,  and  to  sorrowe 

his  aduersity,  where  fortune  shall  vse  by  some  misaduen- 

turesj  to  shewe  bir  accustomed 

mobility. 
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if  Philippe  Maria,  duke  of  Milan,  deserued  eternal  reproch  forhis 
ingratitude  to  his  wife  Beatrix,  for  the  secrete  killing  of  liir,  he 
being  enryched  with  hir  goodes  and  treasures  :  a  barbarous  turke 
borne  in  Arabia,  shal  carry  the  prayse,  who  being  vanquished  in 
Arabia^  by  Baldouine,  kyng  of  Hierusaletn,  and  he  and  his  wife 
taken  prisoners,  and  his  treasures  fallen  into  the  bands  of  that  good 
king,  issued  of  the  Loraine  bloud,  who  neuerthelesse  seeing  that 
the  chrystian  had  deliuered  him,  and  restored  againe  his  wife 
would  not  be  vanquished  in  magnificence  and  liberalitye,  and 
mutch  lesse  beare  the  name  of  an  vnkiod  prince,  but  rather  when 
Baldouine  was  ouercome  of  the  infidels,  and  being  retyred  within 
a  ccrtaine  city,  the  admiral  of  Arabic,  came  to  him  in  the  night, 
and  tellyng  him  the  deuice  of  his  companions,  conueyed  hym  out 
of  the  city,  and  was  hys  guide  vntili  he  saw  hym  free  from  peril.  I 
haueaileaged  the  premysses,  bycause  the  history  whych  I  purpose 
to  recyte,  aduoucheth  two  examples  not  vulgare  or  coniinon,  the 
one  of  very  great  loue,  and  the  other  of  sutch  acceptation  and 
knowledgyng  thereof,  as  I  tli'>ught  it  pity  the  same  should  lurk 
from  the  acquayntaunce  of  vs  Englyshemen.  And  that  they  atone 
should  haue  the  bencfite  thereof  whych  vnderstand  the  Italian 
tongue,  supposing  that  it  shall  bryng  some  fruyct  and  commodity 
to  this  our  Englvshe  soyle,  that  ech  wyghtemay  frame  their  lyfe 
on  those  whych  in  straung  countries  far  from  vs,  hauelyued  ver- 
tuously  wythout  reproch  that  might  soyle  or  spotte  tbeyr  name. 
In  Siena  then  (an  auncient,  and  very  noble  citty  of  Toscane,  which 
no  longetime  past  was  gouerned  by  hir  magistrates,  and  liued  in 
hir  own  lawes  and  liberties,  as  the  Lucquois,  Pisans,  and  Floren> 
tines  do)  were  two  families  very  rich,  noble,  and  the  cbiefe  of  the 
citty  called  the  Salimbenes,  and  Montanines,  of  the  race  and 
stock  whereof,  excellent  men  in  their  common  wealth  haue  des- 
cended, very  good  anrl  expert  snuldiers  for  conducte  of  armies. 
Those  two  houses  in  the  beginning  were  so  great  freendes,  and 
frequented  sutch  loue  and  familiarity,  as  it  seemed  they  had  bene 
but  one  house  and  blonde,  dayl)-  vsingeechenihcrs  company, and 
banketting  one  another.  But  iuily  in  all  times  biing  as  it  were 
a  store  house  of  trouliles,  and  a  very  marte  of  sedition,  bandes, 
and  parcialities,  specially  of  ciuiil  warres  in  euery  citty,  it  coulde 
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rose  greate  debate  amongs  them  vpon  lliat  malter,  and  proceeded  so 
farre,  as  fondly  they  began  to  reuile  one  another  with  words,  and 
from  taunting  termes  to  earnest  blowes,  wherewith  diuers  in  that 
skirmish  were  hurt  on  both  sides :  In  the  end  the  Sahmbenes  had 
the  worsse,  and  one  of  the  principall  slayne  in  the  place,  which 
appalled  the  rest,  not  that  they  were  discoraged,  but  attending  time 
and  season  ofreuenge.  This  hatred  sostraungely  i<indled  betwene 
both  partes,  that  by  lyttle  and  ly  tile,  after  many  combats  andouer- 
throwes  of  eyther  side,  the  losse  lyghted  vpon  the  Montanines, 
who  with  their  wealth  and  rychesse  were  almost  brouglit  to  no- 
thing, and  thereby  the  rygour  and  choier  of  the  Salinabenes 
appeased,  none  being  able  to  resist  them,  and  in  space  of  time 
forgot  all  iniuries  The  Montanines  also  that  remayned  at  Siena, 
liued  in  quyet,  wythoute  chalenge  or  quarell  of  their  aduersaries, 
howbeit  mutuall  taike  and  haunt  of  others  company  vtterly 
surceased.  And  to  say  the  truth,  there  were  almost  none  to 
quarell  wythall,  for  the  whole  bloitde  and  name  of  the  Montanines 
rested  in  one  alone,  called  Charles  the  sonne  of  Thomas  Mon- 
tanine,  a  young  man  so  honest  and  well  brought  vp  as  any  then  in 
Siena,  who  bad  a  syster,  that  for  beauty,  grace,  curtesy  and 
honesty,  was  comparable  with  the  best  in  all  Thoscane.  This 
poore  young  gentleman  had  no  great  rcucnue,  for  that  the  patri- 
monie  of  his  predecessors  was  wasted  in  charges  for  entertaine- 
ment  of  souldiers  in  the  time  of  the  hurly  burly  and  debates  afore- 
said. A  good  parte  also  was  confiscate  to  the  chamber  of  Siena 
for  trespasses  and  forfaitures  committed :  with  the  remayne  he 
lustained  his  family,  and  indifferently  maintained  hysporte soberly 
within  his  owne  house,  keping  his  sister  in  decent  and  moderate 
order.  The  maiden  was  called  Angelica,  a  name  of  truuth,  with- 
out offence  to  other,  due  to  hir.  For  in  very  dcede  in  hir  were 
harbored  the  vertue  of  curtesy  and  gentlenesse,  and  was  so  wel 
instructed  and  nobly  brought  vp,  as  they  which  loued  not  the 
name  or  race  of  hir,  could  not  forbeare  to  commend  hir,  and  wyshe 
tiieyr  owne  daughters  to  be  hir  lyke.  In  sutch  wise  as  one  of  hir 
chiefest  foes  was  so  sharpely  beset  with  hir  vertue  and  beauty,  as 
he  lost  his  quiet  sleepe,  and  lust  to  eate  and  drinke.  His  name 
was  Ansehno  Salimbene,  who  woulde  wyUinglye  baue  made  sute 
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t&rians  the  honshold  seruaunts  of  his  dead  vncle,  and  afterwards 
proclaymed  king  of  Tartary  about  ihe  yeare  1285.  The  example 
of  the  empresse  Ada1t;da  is  of  no  Icsse  credit  than  the  former,  who 
being  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Beranger  the  vsurper  of  the  em  pyre 
escaped  his  fury  and  cruelty  by  flight,  and  in  the  ende  marted  to 
Otho  the  firste,  sawe  hir  wrong  reuenged  vpon  Beranger  and  all 
his  race  by  hir  sonne  Otho  the  second.  I  aduouch  these  hy stories 
to  proue  the  mobility  of  fortune,  and  the  chaunge  of  worldly 
chaunces,  to  th'ende  you  may  see  that  the  very samemisery  which 
followed  Charles  Montanine  hoysted  him  aloft  agayne,  and  when 
he  looked  for  least  succour,  he  saw  deliueraunce  at  hand.  Now 
to  prosecute  our  hystory  :  know  yee  that  while Salimbene  by  little 
and  little  pined  for  loue  of  Angelica,  whereof  shec  wus  ignoraunt 
and  carelesse,  and  albeit  shee  curteously  rendred  health  to  him, 
when  sometimes  in  his  amorous  fit  he  beheld  hir  at  a  window,yet 
for  all  that  shee  neuer  so  mulch  as  gessed  the  thoughts  of  hir 
louing  enimy.  During  these  haps  it  chaunced  that  a  rich 
citizen  of  Siena,  hauing  a  ferme  adioyning  to  the  lands  of  Mon- 
tanine, desirous  to  encrease  his  patrimonie,  and  annexe  the  same 
vnto  his  owne,  and  knowing  that  the  yong  gentleman  wanted 
many  thinges,  moued  him  to  sel  his  inheritaunce,  oifring  hym 
for  it  in  ready  money,  a  m.  ducates,  Charles  which  of  al  the 
wealth  and  substaunce  left  him  by  his  auncestcr,  had  no  more 
remayning  but  that  countrey  ferme,  and  a  palace  in  the  city  (so 
the  rich  Italians  of  ecb  city,  terme  their  houses,)  and  with  that 
lytic  lyued  honestly,  and  maintained  his  sister  so  wel  as  he  could, 
refused  flatly  to  dispossesse  himselfe  of  the  portion,  that  renewed 
vnto  him  the  happy  memory  of  those  that  had  ben  the  chiefe  of 
all  the  common  wealth.  The  couetous  wretch  seeing  himself 
frustrate  of  his  pray,  conceiued  sutch  rancor  against  Montanine, 
as  he  purposed  by  right  or  wrong  to  make  him  not  only  to  forfait 
the  same,  but  also  to  lose  his  iyfe,  following  the  wicked  desire  of 
tirannoua  lesabell,  that  made  Naboth  to  be  stonned  to  death  to 
extort  and  wrongfully  get  his  vineyard.  About  that  time  for  the 
quarels  and  common  dyscordes  raigniog  throughout  Italy,  the 
nobility  were  not  assured  of  safety  in  their  countreis,  but  rather 
the  common  sort  and  rascall  number,  were  the  chief  rulers  and 
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Like  as  the  purest  golde  ia  fieri  flames  is  tried, 

Euen  so  is  fayth  of  fryends  ia  hard  estate  descried. 

If  hard  missehap  doth  thee  affray, 

Ech  of  thy  friends  do  flie  away, 

And  he  which  erst  full  friendly  semde  to  thee, 

A  friend  no  more  to  thy  poore  state  is  hee. 

And  simple  wyghtes  ought  not  to  bee  afrayde,  andthynke  amyss 
if  fryendes  doe   flee  away,  sith  prynces  and  great  lords  incurre 
sutch  hap  and  fortune.  The  great  leader  of  the  Romayne  armies, 
Pompeius,  the  honor  of  the   people  and  senate  of  Rome,  what 
companion  had  he  to  flee  with  hym  ?  Whych  of  his  auncient 
friends  toke  paine  to  rescue  and  deiyuer  him  from  bis  enimyes 
hands  which  did  pursue  himf  A  kingof  iEgipt  which  had  known 
and  found  this  good  Romane  prynce  a  kind  and  gentle  fryend, 
was  he  that  killed  him,  and  sent  his  head  to  his  victor  and  vnsati- 
ble  greedy  gutte  lulius  Csesar,  falsifying  his  promised  fayth,  and 
forgetting  his  receiued  pleasures.     Amongs  al  the  comforts  which 
this  pore  Siena  gentleman  found,  although  but  a  curssed  traitor, 
was  thys  vnfaithfuU  and   pestiferous  Camseleon,  who  came  and 
offred  him  al  the  pleasure  and  kindnesse  he  was  able  to  do.     But 
the  varlet  attended  conuenient  tyme  to  make  hira  taste  his  poy- 
son,  and  to  let  him   see  by  effect,  how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  to 
be  il  neighbored,  hoping  after  the  condempnation  of  Montanine 
he  shouideat  pleasure  purchase  the  lordshippe,  after  whych  with 
so  open  mouth  he  gaped.     Ouer  whome  he  had  hys  wyll :  for  two 
or  three  dayes  after  the  recitall  of  the  endytement,  and  giuing  of 
the  euydence,  Charles  was  condempned,  and  hys  fine  sessed  at  m. 
florins  to  be  payed  within  xv.  dayes,  vntyl  whych  time  to  remaine 
in  pryson.     And  for  default  of  sutch  payment  to  loose  his  heade, 
bicause  he  had  infringed  the  lawes,  and  broken  the  statutes  of  the 
senate.     This  sentence  was  very  difficult  for  poore  Montanine  to 
digest,  who  saw  all  his  goodes  like  to  be  dispoyled  and  confiscate, 
complayning  specially  the  fortune  of  fayre  Angelica  his  sister, 
whych  all  the  tyme  of  the  imprysonment  of  hir  deare  brother, 
neuer  went  out  of  the  house,  ne  ceased  to  weepe  and  lamente  the 
hard  fortune  whereinto  their  family  was  lyke  to  fall  by  that  new 


8ALIMBENE    AND    ANGELICA. 


665 


deme  agayo  thjne  estate  and  succor,  thou  sHouldest  be  sure  that 
forthwitli  Angelica  would  prepare  hirself  to  bee  the  pray  of  those 
hungry  rauenyng  wolues,  which  bleat  and  bellow  after  thy  lands 
and  lyfe."  Whyle  this  fayre  damsell  of  Siena  in  this  sort  dyd  tor- 
ment hir  self,  poore  Montanine  seeinge  that  he  was  brought  to 
the  last  extremity  of  his  desired  hope,  as  eche  man  naturally  doth 
Beke  meanes  to  prolong  his  lyfe,  knowing  ihat  all  other  help  fay- 
led  for  hys  delyueraunce  except  lie  sold  his  land,  aswel  to  satisfy 
the  fine,  as  to  preuayle  in  ihe  rest  of  his  aSaires,  sent  one  of  the 
gailers  to  that   worshipfull  vsurer  the  cause  of  hys  calamity,  to 
offer  him  his  land  for  tlie  pryce  and  sum  of  a  M.  ducates.     The 
pernicious  and  trayterous  villain  seeing  that  Montanine  was  at 
his  mercy,  and  stode  in  the  water  vp  to  the  very  tbrote,  aud  knew^ 
DO  more  what  to  do,  as   if  already  he  had  tryumphed  of  bys  life 
and  land  so  greatly  coueted,  answered  him  in  this  manner:  "  My 
friend  thou  shah  say  to  Charles  Montanine,  that  not  long  ago  I 
would  willingly  haue  giuen  him  a  good  summe  of  money  for  his 
ferme,  but  sithenslbat  tyme  I  haue  imployed  my  money  to  some 
better  profit:  and  albeit  I  was  in  minde  to  buy  it,  I  would  be  loth  to 
giveaboue7c.  florins,  being  assured  that  it  cannot  he  so  commodi- 
ous, as  my  money  is  able  to  bring  yearely  gayne  into  my  purse." 
See  how  auarice  is  the  pickpurse  of  secret  and  hidden  gayne,  and 
the  very  whirlepook-  of  honesty,  and  conscience,  couetingenought 
els  but  by  vnrighteous  pray  of  other  mens  goods,  to  accumulate 
and  heape  together.  The  aboundance  whereof  bringeth  no  greater 
good  hap   vnto   the  gluttonous  owner,  but  rather  the  minde  of 
•utch  is  more  miserable,  and  carryeth  therewithall  more  decrease 
of  quiet,  than  increase  of  filthy  muck.  The  couetous  man  bearetb 
DO  loue  but  to  his  treasure,  nor   excrciseth  chiirtiy  but  vpon  his 
coafers,  who,  than  he  would  be  dispossessed  thereof,  had  rather 
sell  the  life  of  his  natural!  father.      This  detestable  villaynehau- 
ing  sometimes  offered  m.  ducates  to  Charles  for  his  enherytaunce, 
will  now  doe  so  no  more,  aspiring  the  totall  ruiae  of  the  Mon- 
tanine family.     Charles  ad ucrtised  of  his  mmde,  and  amazed  for 
the  counsels  decree,  well  saw  that  all  ihiuges  cuntraried  hys  hope 
and    expectation,  and   that  he  niu>t    iieecles  dye   to  saii^fie  the 
excessiue  and  couetous  lust  of  that  cormerant,  whose  malice  hee 
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That  safe  to  shore  I  came  by  any  way  ? 
Why  brake  yee  not,  agaynst  some  rocke  or  bay, 
The  keele,  the  sterne,  or  els  blew  downe  the  mast, 
By  whose  large  sayles  through  surging  seas  I  past? 

Had  these  things  hapt,  I  had  not  scene  this  houre. 

The  house  of  dole  where  wofull  sprites  complayne, 

Nor  vserers  on  me  had  vsde  sutch  power, 

Nor  I  had  seene  depaynted  in  disdayne. 

The  God  of  care,  with  whom  dead  ghosts  remayne. 

Who  howles  and  skrekes  in  hollow  trees  and  holes. 

Where  Charon  raygnes  among  condemned  soules. 

Ah,  ah,  since  hap  will  worke  my  wretched  end, 
And  tliat  my  ruine  by  iudgement  is  decreed  : 
Why  doth  not  happe  sutch  happy  fortune  send, 
That  I  may  lead  with  me  the  man  in  deede. 
That  staynd  his  faylh,  and  fayide  me  at  my  neede, 
For  gayne  of  golde,  as  vsurers  do  God  knowes, 
Who  cannot  spare  the  dropping  of  their  nose? 

I  should  haue  slayne  the  slaue  that  seru'd  me  so, 

0  God  forbid  my  bands  were  brued  in  blood, 
Should  1  desire  the  harme  of  friend  or  foe? 
Nay  better  were  to  wishe  mine  en'my  good : 
For  if  my  death  I  throughly  vnderstood, 

1  should  make  short  the  course  I  haue  to  run. 
Since  rest  is  got  when  worldly  loyle  is  done. 

Alas,  alas,  my  chiefest  way  is  this, 

A  guiltlesse  death  to  suffer  as  I  can, 

So  shall  my  soule  be  sure  of  heauen's  blisse. 

And  good  renoume  shall  rest  behinde  me  thaiij 

And  body  shall  tnke  end  where  it  began. 

And  fame  shall  fly  before  me,  ere  I  flit 

Vnto  the  Gods,  where  loue  in  throne  doth  sit. 


O  God  conaert,  from  vyce  to  vertuc  i 
The  heart  of  hiin  that  falseth  fayth  wj 
And  chaunge  his  minde  and  mend  his 
That  he  his  fault  and  fowie  offence  m. 
For  death  shall  make  my  fame  immoi 
And  whiles  the  sunne  which  in  the  he 
The  shame  is  his,  and  honor  shall 

Alas,  I  mourne  not  for  my  selfe  alone 
Nor  for  the  fame  of  my  forefathers  ol 
"Tys  Angelike,  that  causeth  me  to  mo 
Tys  she  that  filles  my  brest  with  fans 
Tys  shee  more  worth,  than  w  as  the  B 
That  mooues  my  minde  and  breedea  ■ 
As  in  my  selfe  I  feele  a  wonderous  ch 

Haue  pitty  lord  of  hir  and  mee  this  di 
Since  deslny  thus  hath  sundred  vs  in 
O  suffer  not  hir  vertues  to  decay, 
But  let  hir  take  in  friendship  sutch  di 
That  from  hir  brest  all  vice  be  banish 
And  let  hir  like  as  did  hir  noble  race. 
When  I  poore  man  am  deade,  and  oui 

Alas  my  hand  would  write  these  wofu 
That  feeble  sprite  denyes  for  want  of 
Wherefore  my  heart  in  brest  consume 
With  deepe  desires,  that  far  is  from  i 
But  God  he  sees  myne  innocencie  am 
And  knowes  the  cause  of  myne  acciuf 
Who  seekes  my  bloud  to  haue  on  me 

When  Charles  thus   complayned  b 
determined  to  dy,  great  pitty  it  was 
did  rent  hir  face,  and  teare  hir  goldi 
impossible  it  was  to  saue  hir  obstin 
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ticntence  pronounced  vpon  him,  for  whom   she  had  imployed  all 
hir  wits  and  fayre  speach,  lo  perswade   the  nearest  of  hir  kin  to 
make  sute.    Thus  rested  she  alone  ful  of  sutch  heauinesse  and 
vexation  as  they  can  think   wliich  see  themselues  depriued  of 
things  that  they  esteeme  most  deie.     But  of  one  thing  1  can  wel 
assure  you,  thai  if  ill  fortune  had  permitted  that  Charles  should 
haiie  bin  put  to  death,  the  gentle  damsel  also  had  breathed  forth 
the  final  gasp  of  hir  sorowful  life,  yeldinge  therewithal!  the  last 
end  of  the  Montanine  race  and  family.      What  booteth  it  to  hold 
processe  of  long  discourse  ?  Bcholde  the  last  day  is  coine  deferred 
by  the  iudges,  whereupon  lie  must  eylher  satisfie  the  fine,  or<lye 
the  next  day  after  like  a  rebel  and  traytor  against  the  state,  with- 
out any  of  his  kin  making  sule  or  meane  for  liis  deliucraunce: 
albeit  they  visited  the  fayre  niayden,  and  comforted  hir  in  that 
hir  wretched  state,  instructing  liir  how  shee  should  gouerne  hir 
selfe  patiently  to  suffer  things  remedilesse.  Angelica  accompanied 
with  hir  kin,  and   the  maidens  dwelling  by,  that  were  iiir  com- 
panions, made  the  ayre  to  sound  with  outcries  and  waymentings, 
and  she  hir  selfe  exclaymed  like  a  woman  destraught  of  wits, 
whose  plaints  the  multitu<le  assisted  with  like  eiulalions  and  out- 
cries, wayling  the  fortune  of  the  yong  gentleman,  and  sorowfuil  to 
see  the  mayden  in  daunger  to  fal  into  some  mishap.     As  these 
things  were  thus  bewaylcd,  it  chaunced  about  nine  of  the  clocke 
at  night,  that   Anselmo  Sulimbene,  he  whom  we  hauc  sayd  to  be 
surp  iscd  with  the  loue  of  Angelica,  returning  out  of  thecuuntrey, 
where  he   had  remayned  for  a  ccrtayne   time,  and  passing  before 
the  house  of  his  lady,  according  to  his  custome, heard  the  voyce  of 
women  and  maydens  which  mourned  for  Montanine,  and  there- 
withal! stayd :   the  chicfest  cause  of  his  stay  was,  for  that  he  saw 
go  forth  out  of  the  pallaceof  hys  Angelica,  diuers  women  making 
moane,  and  lamentation  :  wherefore  he  demaundedof  the  neygh- 
bors  what  noyse   that  was,  and   whether   any    in  those  quarters 
were  dead  or  no.  To  whom  they  declared  at  length,  al  that  which 
yee  haue  heard  before.     Salimbene  hearing  this  story,  weni  home 
to  liis  house,  and  being  secretly  entred  into  his  chamber,  began 
discourse  with   himselfc    vpon   that  accident,   and  fantasying   a 
thousand  things   in    his  heade,  in  the  ende  thought  that  Charles 
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•boold  not  so  be  ca^i  away, 
denpoed,  and  for  (he  only  respecl  oi 
not  bee  left  destitute  of  the  goods,  and 
cour!>iogdiuer$  things,  at  lengtli  he  say 
(>erson  nowe  to  rest  in  doubt,  sith  fortu 
felicity  than  I  could  wi»be,  and  seeketl 
whe:i  least  of  all  I  thought  vpon  them, 
alone  is  left  of  all  the  mortall  enimies  of 
row  openly  shall  lose  his  head  like  a  rei 
vpon  whose  auncesters,  in  him  shall  I  bi 
betweene  our  two  families,  shall  take 
cause  to  feare  renuing  of  discorde,  b^H 
him.  And  who  shall  let  mee  ihen  from 
loue,  hir  brother  being  dead,  and  his 
seigniory,  and  she  without  all  mnyneten 
the  ayde  of  hir  onely  beauty  and  curte 
shall  shebaue,  if  not  by  the  loue  of  sooa 
for  hys  pleasure  may  supjtort  hir,  and  i 
of  so  excellent  beauty  i  Ah  Salimben 
Hast  thou  already  forgotten  that  a  gent 
is  esteemed  nboue  al  other,  «  hose  glor 
before  the  brightnesse  of  those  that  fori 
vertue?  Art  not  thoa  a  gentleman  born 
issued  from  the  loyns  of  gentle  and  not 
aunt  vnto  ihee,  that  it  pertayneth  vnto  ; 
to  reuenge  receyued  iniuries  himselfe, 
other  or  else  to  pardon  them  by  vsioj 
curtesie,  burying  all  desire  of  vengea 
eternall  obliuionf  And  what  greater  gl< 
by  vanquishing  himselfe,  and  chastisinj 
to  bynde  him  which  neuer  thought  to  r 
at  his  hand?  It  is  a  thing  which  exceed 
nature,  and  so  is  it  meete  and  requisit 
doe  make  the  effectsof  their  excellency 
for  the  immortality  of  their  remembrau 
Cssar  was  more  praysed  for  pardoning 
ing  himselfe  cnrteous  and  easie  to  be  sj 
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^nge  tlie  braiie  and  valiaimt  Galies  snd  Brilons,  or  vanquishing 
the  mighty  Pompee.  Dom  Roclerico  Viuario,  tlie  Spaniartl,  al- 
though be  might  haue  bene  reuenged  vpon  Dom  Pietro,  king  of 
Aragon,  for  his  infidelity,  bicause  he  went  about  to  liiiidiT  bis 
voyage  agaynst  the  Saracens  at  Grenado,  yet  woulde  not  punishe 
or  raunsome  him,  but  taking  him  prysoncr  in  the  warres,  suffred 
him  to  goe  without  any  tribute,  or  any  exaction  of  bini  and  his 
realme.  The  more  I  followe  the  example  of  mighty  [tersonages 
in  thinges  that  be  good,  the  more  notorious  and  vvonderfull  shall  I 
make  my  selfe  in  their  rare  and  noble  deedes.  And  not  willing  to 
forget  a  wrong  done  vnto  mc,  whereof  may  I  complayue  of  Mon- 
taninc  ?  What  thinge  hath  hee  euer  done  agaynst  me  or  mine? 
And  albeit  his  predecessors  were  enimies  to  our  family,  they  haue 
therefore  borne  the  penaunce,  more  harde  than  the  sinne  descrued. 
And  truly  I  should  beafraydc,  that  God  would  suiler  me  to  tum- 
ble into  some  mishap,  if  seeing  one  afflicted,  1  should  reioyce  in 
his  alBiction,  and  take  by  his  decay  an  argument  of  ioy  and  plea^ 
sure.  No,  no,  Salimbene  is  not  of  mindc  that  sulch  fond  imagi- 
nation should  bereue  good  will  to  make  hymsclfe  a  freende,  and 
to  gayne  by  liberality  and  curtesie  hir,  which  for  hir  only  verlue 
deserueth  a  greater  lorrl  than  I.  Being  assured,  that  there  is  no 
man  (except  he  were  dispoyled  of  all  good  nature  and  humanity) 
specially  bearing  the  loue  to  Angelica,  that  I  do,  but  he  would 
be  so ry  to  see  hir  in  sutch  heauitiesse  and  dcspay re,  and  would 
attempt  lo  deHuer  hir  from  sutch  dolorous  griefe.  For  if  I  loue 
hir  as  1  do  in  decdc,  mu^t  not  I  likewise  loue  all  that  which  she 
earnestly  loueth,  as  him  that  is  nowe  in  daunger  of  death  for  a 
simple  fine  of  a  thousand  florens?  That  my  heart  doe  make  ap- 
peere  what  the  loue  is,  which  inuketh  me  tributary  ami  subject  to 
fayre  Angelica,  and  that  eche  man  may  kn<twe,  that  furious  luue 
hath  vanquisht  kings  and  great  monarches,  it  behoueth  not  me  to 
be  abashed,  if  1  which  am  a  man  and  subiect  to  passions,  so  well 
as  other,  doe  submit  my  selfc  to  the  seruice  of  hir,  who  I  am 
assured  is  so  vertuous  as  euea  very  necessity  cannot  force  hir  to 
forget  the  house,  whereof  she  tooke  hir  originall.  Vaunt  thy 
selfe  then  O  Angelica,  to  haue  forced  a  heart  of  it  selfe  impreg- 
pabte,  and  giuen  him  a  wound  which    the  stoutest  lads   might 
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fore  by  any  ine&nes  hee  durste  not  thyncke.     And  liys  expecta- 
tion was  not  deceiucd.     For  thegayler  sayde  vnto  liym  :  "  Bee  of 
good  cheare  sir,  for  beliolde  the  letters  of  your  discharge,  where- 
fore you  may  goe  at  liberty  whether  you  list,"     In  saying  so,  he 
opened  the  pryson,  and  licenced  Montanine  to  departe,  praying 
him  not  to  take  in  ill  part  his  inlreaty  and  hard  imprysonment, 
for  that  hee  durst  doe  none  other,  the  state  of  the  city  hauing  so 
enioyned  hym.     May  not  ech  wyght  now  behold  how  that  the 
euents  of  loue  be  diners   from  other  passions  of  the  mind  ?  How 
could  Salimbene   haue  so  charitably  deliuered   Montanine,  the 
hatred  beyng  so  long  tyme  rooted  between  the  two  houses,  if  some 
greate  occasion  wliych  hath  no  name  in  loue,  had  not  altred  his 
nature,  and  extinguished  hys  affection  ?  It  is  meritoryous  to  suc- 
cour them  whome  we  neucr  saw  before,  sith  nature  moueth  vs  to 
doe  well  to  them  that  be  lyke  our  selues.     But  faith  surmountelh 
there,  where  the  very  naturallincly nation  feeleth  itselfcoustrayned 
and  seeth  that  to  be  broken,  whych  obst3nately  was  purposed  to 
be  kept  in  mynde.     The  graces,  gentlenesse,  beauty,  mild  be- 
hauior  and  allurement  of  Angelica,  had  greater  force  oucr  Salim- 
bene, than  the  humility  of  hir  brother,  although  he  had  kneeled 
a  hundred  tymes    before  him.     But  what  heart  is  so  brute,  but 
may   be  made  tractable  and  mylde,  by  the  contemplation  of  a 
thyng  so  rare,  as  the  excellent  beauty  of  that  Siena  mayden,  and 
woulde  not  humble  it  selfe  to  acquyre  the  good  graces  of  so  per- 
fect a  damsel?  I    wyll  neuer  accuse  man  for  beyng  in  Joue  wyth 
a  fayre  and  vertuous  woman,  nor  esteerae  hym   a  slaue,  whych 
painefully  serueth  a  sobre  mayden,  whose  heart  is  fraught  wyth 
honeste  affections,  and  mynd  wyth  desyre  tending  to  good  ende. 
Well  worthy  of  blame  is  he  to  be  deemed  whych  is  in  loue  wyth 
the  outeward  hew,  and  prayseth  the  treeonely  layden  with  floures, 
without  regard  to  the  fruict,  whych  maketh  it  worthye  of  com- 
mendation.    The  young  maiden  must  needes  resemble  the  floure 
of  the  spryng  time,  vntill  by  hir  constancy,  modesty,  and  chastity 
she  hath  vanquished  the  concupiscence  of  the  flesh,  and  brought 
forth   the  hoped  fruicte  of  a  vertue  and  chastitye  not  common. 
Othcrwyse,  shee  shall  bee  lyke  the  inrolled  souldyer,  whose  valy- 
ance  hys  only  mind  doth  wytnes,  and  the  offer  whych  he  maketh 
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and  the  greater  was  his  gryef  for  that  he  could  not  tell  what  hee 
was,  whych  withoute  requeste,  had  made  so  gentle  a  proofc  of  his 
lyberality  :  if  he  knew  nothing,  farre  more  jgtioraunte  was  his 
sister,  forsomutch  as  she  dyd  ihinke,  that  Ire  had  changed  his  mind, 
and  that  the  horroure  of  death  had  made  him  sel  his  coutitrey  in- 
heritance, to  liym  whycli  made  the  first  ofi'er  to  buy  the  same :  but 
either  of  them  deceyued  of  their  thought  went  to  bed.  Montanine 
rested  notall  the  nyght,  hauyng  still  before  his  eyes,  the  vnknowne 
image  of  bym  that  had  delyuercd  him.  His  bed  serued  his  turne 
to  none  other  purpose,  but  as  a  large  field  or  some  long  alley 
within  a  wood,  for  walkes  to  make  discourse  of  hys  mynde's  con- 
ceipts,  sometimes  remembryng  one,  sometimes  another,  without 
hitting  the  blanke  and  namyng  of  him  that  was  his  deliuerer,  vnto 
whome  he  confessed  him  selfe  to  owe  hys  seruice  and  duetyso 
long  as  bee  lyued.  And  when  hee  saw  the  day  begyn  to  appeare 
and  that  the  mornyng,  the  vauntcurrour  of  the  day,  summoned 
Apollo  to  harnesse  hys  horsse  to  begyunehis  course  in  our  Hemis- 
phere, he  rose  and  went  to  the  chamberlaine  or  treasurer,  sutch 
as  was  deputed  for  receypt  of  the  fines,  sessed  by  the  stale,  whom 
he  saluted,  and  receyuing  lyke  salutation,  he  prayed  liym  toshewe 
bym  so  mutch  pleasure  as  to  tell  hym  the  parties  name,  that  was 
so  lyberall  to  satisfie  his  6ne  due  in  theeschequer  of  the  state.  To 
whome  the  other  aunswered:  "  None  other  bath  caused  thy  de- 
lyueraunce  (O  Montanine)  but  a  certain  person  of  the  world, 
whose  name  thou  mayst  easily  gesse,  to  whome  I  gaue  an  acquit- 
tance of  ihyne  imprysonment,  butnotof  the  iustcsumme,  bycause 
hee  gaue  me  a  thousand  ducates  for  a  thousand  Horens,  and  tvoulde 
not  receyue  the  ouerplus  of  the  debte,  whych  I  am  readye  to 
delyuer  thee  wyth  thyne  acquyttaunce."  "  I  haue  not  to  doe 
wyth  the  money"  (sayd  Charles)  "  onely  I  pray  you  to  tell  me  the 
name  of  him  that  hath  don  me  thys  great  curtesy,  that  hereafter 
I  may  acknowledge  him  to  be  my  friend."  "  It  is"  (sayd  the 
chamberlayne)  "  Anselmo  Salimbene,  who  is  to  bee  commended 
and  praysed  aboue  all  thy  parents  and  kinne,  and  came  hither  very 
late  to  bryng  the  money,  the  surplusage  whereof,  beholde  here  it 
is."  "  God  forbid"  (sayd  Montaine)  "  that  I  sliould  take  awaye 
that,  whych  so  happily  was  brought  hitherto  rid  me  out  of  pay  ne." 


Aad  M  vent  a«»T  wrth  his  acqoittan 
•  aombR  of  faoiies  for  tlie  fact  doi 
at  hi*  boose,  he  was  long  tin 
■dnatioo,  (Jesirooa  to  koow  the  cause 
erediog  from  bim  whose  parents  and  i 
of  bis  race.  In  the  end  lyk 
deepe,  be  called  to  mjnd,  that  ray 
Anselmo  with  attentioe  eve  and  6xed 
and  in  ejing  hir  uery  lonynglr,  he  pai 
gate)  not  shewing  other  coontenaaoce, 
irycfMily  geMnre,  rather  than  any  enn 
fica  at  aU  tymes  when   he  met  hir. 

,  diat  the  oneiy  lone  of  Salimb< 
dmt  ddyncnance,  coacluding  that  « 
ceede  of  good  loue,  seazed  in  gentle  he 
it  is  impossible  but  it  muste  bryng  for 
venae's  gallantize,  of  honesty  and  cu 
wd  borne,  can  not  so  mutch  hide  hyi 
fyre  must  flame  abroade,  and  tliat  whj 
brought  to  passe,  is  facilitye,  and  mad 
and  indeuon  so  wel  imployed:  where: 
Mtimounted  in  honesty,  ne  yet  to  b< 
vntbankefully  accepteth  good  turnes, 
prodigality  vppon  him,  that  vnder  th 
himselfe  a  more  faythfiil  friend,  then 
and  at  neede  wer  furthest  off  from  affi 
knowing  what  present  to  make  to  Salii 
hys  syster,  purposed  to  impart  his  mi 
vpon  knowledge  of  hir  wil  to  perfon 
cause  vnderstanding  that  his  gracious 
countrey,  he  thoughtc  well  to  consydei 
to  breake  wyth  hir  in  hys  absence,  the 
vppon  his  nexte  retourne  to  the  citye. 
and  beynge  bothe  alone  together,  hi 
woordes :  "  You  knowe,  deare  sister, 
the  more  daungerous  and  greater  grye 
from  highe  than  hee  that  tumbleth  d( 
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and  of  lesser  steepenes.  I  speak  this,  bicause  I  cal  to  mind  the 
condition,  nobility,  and  excellency  of  our  ancesters,  the  glorieof 
our  race,  and  riches  of  all  our  house,  which  constraineth  me  many 
tymes  to  sigh,  and  slieade  u  streame  of  teares,  when  I  see  the 
sumptuous  palaces  that  were  the  homes  and  resting  places  of  our 
fathers,  and  grand  fathers,  when  I  see  on  al  parts  of  this  city,  the 
armes,  and  scutcheons  painted  and  imbossed,  bearyng  the  mark 
of  the  antiquity  of  our  bouse,  and  when  I  beholde  the  stately 
marble  tomhes  and  brasen  monuments,  in  dyuers  our  temples 
erected  for  perpeluall  memorye  of  many  knyghtes  and  generalles 
ofwarres,  that  sorted  forth  of  the  Montanine  race:  and  chyefly  I 
neuer  enter thys  great  palace,  the  remnant  of  ourinheritaunce  and 
patrimony,  but  the  remembraunce  of  ourauncesters,  soglaunceth 
ouer  mine  hearte,  as  an  hundred  hundred  tymes,  I  wysh  for  death, 
to  thynke  that  I  am  the  post  alone  of  the  mysery  and  decay  fallen 
vppon  the  name  and  famous  familye  of  the  Montanines,  whych 
maketh  me  thinke  our  life  to  be  vnhappy,  being  downe  fallen  from 
sutch  felicity,  to  feele  a  mysery  most  cxtreame.  But  one  thing  alone 
ought  to  content  vs,  that  amid  so  great  pouerty,  yl  luck,  ruine 
and  abasement,  none  is  able  to  lay  vnto  our  charge  any  thing 
vnworthy  of  the  nobility  and  the  house,  whereof  we  be  descended, 
our  lyfe  being  conformable  to  the  generositie  of  our  predecessors: 
whereby  it  chaunceth,  that  although  our  poore  estate  be  gene- 
rally knowne,  yet  none  can  affirme,  that  we  haue  forligned  the 
vertue  of  them,  which  vertuously  haue  lyued  before  vs.  If  so 
bee  wee  haue  receiued  pleasure  or  benefit  of  any  man,  neuer 
disdained  I  with  al  duety  to  acknowledge  a  good  turne,  stil  shun- 
ning the  vyce  of  ingratytude,  to  soyle  the  reputation  wherein 
hitherto  I  haue  passed  my  lyfe.  Is  there  anye  blot  which  more 
spotteth  the  renoume  of  man,  than  not  confessing  receiued  bene- 
fites  and  pleasures  perfourmed  in  our  necessity  f  You  know  in 
what  peril  of  death  I  was,  these  few  daies  past,  through  their  false 
surmise  which  neuer  loued  me,  and  how  almost  miraculously  I  was 
redemed  out  of  the  hangman's  hands,  and  the  cruell  sentence  of 
the  vnryghteous  magistrate,  not  one  of  our  kin  offrynge  them- 
selues  in  deede  or  word  for  my  defense,  which  forceth  mee  to  say, 
that  I  haue  felt  of  my  kin,  which  I  neuer  thought,  and  haue  tasted 
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bjiD,  to  whome  both  you  and  I  be  dearely  bound."  Angelica hearyng 
hir  brother  speak  those  words,  and  knowing  that  Salimbene  wai 
be,  that  had  surpassed  all  their  kinne  in  amity  and  comforte  of 
theyr  famiiye,  answered  hir  brother,  sayinge:  "  I  woulde  neuer 
haue  thought  (good   brother)  that  your  deliuerance  had  come  to 
passe  by  him   whose  name  euen  now  you  tolde,  and  that  our 
ennimyes  breaking  al  remembraunce  of  auncientquarels,  had  care 
of  the  health  and  conseruation  of  the  Montanines.     Wherefore  if 
it  were  in  my  power  I  would  satisfy  the  curtesy  and  gentlenesse 
of  Anselmo,  but  I  know  not  which  way  to  begin  the  same.     I 
being  a  maid  that  knoweth  not  how  to  recompense  a  good  turne, 
bnt  by  acknowledging  the  same  in  heart :  and  to  go  to  render 
thanks,  it  is  neither  lawfull  or  comely  for  me,  and   mutch  lesse 
to  offer  him  any    thynge  for  the  lyttle  accesse  I  haue   to  hit 
house,  and  the  small  familarity  I  haue  with  the  gentlewomen  of 
his  kinne.     Notwythstanding,  brother,  consider  you  wherein  my 
power  resteth  to  ayde  and  heipe  you,  and  be  assured  (mynehonor 
saued)  I  wyll  spare  nothynge  for  your  contentment."     *'  Sister" 
(sayd  Montanine)  "  I  hnue  of  long  time  debated   with  my  self 
what  is  to  be  done,  and  deuised  what  myghte  be  the  occasion  that 
moued  this  young  gentleman  to  vse  so  greate  kindnesse  toward 
mee,  and  hauing  diligently  pondred  and  waied  what  I  haue  seene 
and  knowne,  at  length  I  founde  thai  it  was  the  onely  force  of  loue, 
which  constrained  his  aflfection,  and  altered  the  auncient  hatred 
that  he  bare  vs,  into  new  loue,  that  bynomeancscan  be  quenched 
It  is  the  couert  fire  which  loue  hathe  kindled  in  his  intrailes,  it  is 
loue  whych  bath  raysed  the  true  effects  of  gentlenesse,  and  hath 
consumed  the  conceipts  of  displeased  mind.     O  the  great  force  of 
that  amorous  alteration,   which   vppon    the   sodain   exchaung, 
seemeth  impossible  to  receiue  any  more  chaung  or  mutation.  The 
onely   beauty   and   good  grace  of  you  sister,  hath   induced  our 
gracious  eniray,  the  seruaunt  of  your  perfections,  to  delyuer  the 
poorc  gentleman  forlorn  of  all  good  fortune.     It  is  the  honest  lyfe 
and  commendable  behauiour  of  Angelica  Montanine,  that  hath 
incyted  Anselmo  to  doe  an  acte  so  praise  worthy,  and  a  deede  so 
kinde,  to  procure  the  deliuerance  of  one,  which  looked  not  for  a 
chauuceof  so  great  consequence.    Ah  gentle  younge  gentleman: 
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Ah  prjTDcely   mindc,  and  heart  noble  and  magnanimons.    Alas 
bow  shall  it  be   possible  that  euer  I  can  approche  the  honest 
liberalitye    wherwy'h  ihou  hast   bound  me  for  euer?  My  lyfe  is 
thine,  myne  honour  depcndeth  of  thee,  my  goodes  be  tyed  to  thee. 
What  resteth  then,  if  not  that  you  (sister)  voyde  of  cruelty  do 
vse  no  vnkyndnessc  to  hym    that  loueth  you,  and  who  for  loue  of 
you  bathe  prody gaily  offred  hys  owne  goodes  to  ryd  me  from 
payne  and  dyshonor?  If  so  be,  my  lyfe  and  sauegarde  haue  ben 
acceptable  vnto  thee,  and  the  sight  of  me  dyKcharged  from  pry- 
•on  was  ioyful  nnto  thee,  if  thou  gauest  thy  willing  consent  that  I J 
should  sel  my   patrimony,  graunt  presently  that  1  may  wyih  a] 
great,  rare,  and  precious  present,  requyte  the  gi>odnesse,  pleasure] 
and  curtesye  that  Salimbene  hath  done  for  your  sake :  And  syth  I 
am  not  able  with  goodes  of  fortune  to  satisfie  his  bountye,  it  ij 
your  person  which  may  supply  that  default,  to  the  intent  that  you 
and  I  may  be  quytted  of  the  oblygation,  wherein  we  stand  bound 
vnto  him.     It  behoueth  that  for  the  offer  and  reward  of  moaey 
whych  he  hath  imployed,  we  make  present  of  your  beautye,  not 
selling  the  pryce  of  your  chastity,  but  delyueryng  the  same  i»  ex- 
chaunge  of  curtesye,  beyng  assured  for  hys  gentlenesse  and  good 
Qourtoure  sake,  hce  wyll  vse  you  none  otherwyse,  or  vaurpe  anr 
greater  authority  ouer  you,  than  verlue  permitteth  in  ech  gentle 
and  noble  hearte.     I  haue  none  other  means  of  satisfaction,  oe 
larger  raumsome  to  render  free  my  head  from  the  tribute  whvch 
Sulimbene  bathe  gyuen  for  my  lyfe  and  liberty.     Thynke  (deare 
sister)  what  determinate  aunswere  you  wyll  make  me,  and  con- 
sider if  my  request  be  meete  to  be  denyed.     It  is  in  your  cboise 
and  pleasure  to  deny  or  consent  to  my  demaund.     If  so  be  that  I 
be  denyed  and  loose  the  meanes  by  your  refuse  to  be   acquitted 
of  my  defender,  I  had  rather  forsake  my  citye  and  countrey,  than 
to  lyue  lieere  wyth  the  titlefof  ingratitude,  for  not  acknowledging 
so  greate  a  pleasure.  But  alas,  with  what  eye,  shall  I  dare  behold 
the    nobility   of  Siena,  if  by  greate  vnkyndnesse  I  passe  vnder 
silence  the  rarest  friendship  that  euer  wasdeuised?  Whathearles 
sorrow  shall  1  conceyue  to  bee  pointed  at  wyth  the  finger,  like  one 
that  hath  forgotten  in   acknowledging  by  effecte,   the  receiued 
pleasure  of  my  delyueraunce?  No  (sister)  eyther  you  must  bee  the 
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ly  minde,  and  the  acquiltaiice  of  vs  botlie,  or  else  must 
I  dye,  or  wander  lyke  a  vagabond  into  straunge  countries,  and 
neuer  put  foote  agayne  into  Italy."  At  those  words  Angelica 
stode  so  astonned  and  confused,  and  so  besides  hir  selfe,  like  as 
wee  see  one  distraught  of  sense  that  feeleth  himself  attached  with 
some  amaze  of  the  palsey.  In  the  end  recouering  hir  spry  tes,  and 
bee  blubbered  at  with  teares,  hir  stomacke  panting  like  the  bel- 
lowes  of  a  forge,  she  answeared  hir  brother  in  thys  manner;  "  1 
knowe  not  louyng  brother  by  reason  of  my  troubled  minde  howe 
to  aunswere  your  demaund,  which  seemeth  to  be  both  ryght,  and 
wronge,  right  for  respect  of  the  bond,  not  so,  in  consideiation  of 
the  request.  But  how  I  proue  the  same,  and  what  reason  I  can 
alleadge  and  discouer  for  that  proofe,  hearken  me  so  pacienlly,  as 
I  haue  reason  to  complayne  and  dispute  vpon  this  chaunce  more 
hard  anddifliculte  to  auoide,  than  by  reply  able  to  be  defended, 
sith  that  lyfe  and  the  hazarding  thereof  is  nothing,  in  regarde  of 
that  which  you  wyll  haue  me  to  present  with  too  exceeding  pro- 
digali  liberality,  and  I  would  to  God  that  life  mighte  satisiie  the 
same,  than  be  sure  it  should  sosooiie  be  imployed,  as  the  promise 
made  thereof.  Alas,  good  God,  I  iliouglit  thai  when  I  sawe  my 
brother  out  of  pryson,  the  neare  distresse  of  death,  w hereunto 
vniuslly  he  was  thrown,  I  thought  (I  say)  and  firmely  ditt  bcleue, 
that  fortune  the  enimy  of  our  ioy,  had  vomitted  al  liir  poison,  and 
being  despoyled  of  hir  fury  and  crabbed  nature  had  broken  the 
bloudy  and  veneinous  arrowes,  wherewyth  so  longc  tyme  she  hath 
plagued  our  family,  and  that  by  resting  of  hir  selfe,  shee  had 
gyuen  some  rest  to  the  Montanine  house  of  altheyr  troubles  and 
misaduentures.  But  I  (O  miserable  wight)  do  see  and  feele  how 
far  1  am  deuided  from  my  hope,  and  deceiued  of  mine  opinion, 
sith  the  furious  stepdame,  appeareth  before  me  with  a  face  more 
fierce  and  threatning,  then  euer  she  did,  sharpening  hir  selfe 
against  my  youth  in  other  sort,  then  euer  against  any  of  our  race. 
If  euer  she  persecuted  our  auncesters,  if  she  brought  them  to  mine 
and  decaj,  she  now  doth  purpose  wholly  tosubuerte  the  same,  and 
throw  vs  headelong  into  the  bottonilesse  pit  of  all  misery,  exter- 
minating for  all  together,  the  remuaunte  of  our  consumed  house. 
Be  it  either  by  losse  of  thee  (good  brother)  or  the  vyolent  death 
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ofinc  nrtiich  cannot  hazarde  my  chastity  for  the  pryce  of  myne 
vnhnppy  lite:  Ah,  good  God,  into  what  anguish  is  ny  mynde 
exponed,  and  how  di>e  I  fcele  the  force  and  vyolence  of  froward 
fortune?  But  what  speake  I  of  fortune?  How  doth  hard  Incke 
iosuc,  that  is  predestinated  by  the  heauens  vppon  oar  famillyf 
Must  I  at  so  tender  yeares,  and  of  so  feeble  kinde  make  choyse  of 
a  thing,  which  would  put  tlie  wysest  vpon  earth  vnto  their  shift*.' 
My  heart  doth  fa^'le  me,  reason  wanteth  and  iudgcment  bangeth 
in  bullnunce  by  continual!  agitations,  to  see  how  I  am  drvueo  to 
the  extremity  of  two  duungerous  straits,  and  enuironned  with 
fearefull  ieoperdies,  forcibly  compelled  either  to  bee  dcuided  and 
separatrd  from  thee  (my  brother,)  whome  I  loue  aboue  mine  owne 
life,  and  in  whome  next  after  God  I  haue  fyxed  and  put  ray  hope 
Mid  trust,  hauing  none  other  solace,  comfort  and  helpe,  bat 
thee,  or  else  by  keping  thee,  am  forced  to  giue  vnto  an  other,  aod 
know  not  bow,  the  precious  treasure  which  beyng  once  lost,  can- 
not b«  recouered  by  any  meancs,  and  for  the  gard  and  conseru*- 
lion  whereof,  euery  woman  of  good  iudgement  that  louetb  vertue, 
ought  a  thousand  times  to  oflVr  hir  selfe  to  death  (if  so  many 
wayes  she  could)  rather  than  to  blot  or  soyle  that  inestimable 
icwell  of  chastity,  wherewith  our  lyfcis  a  true  lyfe:  contrarywyse 
she  which  fondly  suffrcth  bir  self  to  be  disseazed  and  spoyledof 
the  same,  and  looseth  it  without  honest  title,  albeit  she  be  a  lyue, 
yet  is  she  buryed  in  the  most  obscure  caue  of  death,  hauing  lost 
the  honour  which  maketh  maydens  march  with  head  vpryght. 
But  what  goodncsse  hath  a  ladye,  gentlewoman,  maiden,  or  wyfe, 
wherein  she  can  glory,  hir  honour  being  in  doubt,  and  reputatyon 
darkened  wyth  infamie?  Whereto  serued  the  imperyall  house  of 
Attgnatot,  in  those  ladyes  that  were  intituled  the  emperour's 
daughters,  wlien  for  their  villany,  theyr  were  vn  worthy  of  the  title 
of  chaste  and  rertuous?  What  profited  Faustina  the  emperiall 
yruwuc  Tpon  hir  head,  hir  chastity  through  hir  abhominable  life, 
being  rapt  and  despoyled  ?  What  wronge  hath  bene  done  tomaoy 
symplr  women,  for  being  buryed  in  the  tombe  of  dark  obliuion, 
which  for  their  rertue  and  pudique  lyfe,  merytcd  eternall  prnysef 
Ah  Charles,  my  brother  deare,  where  hast  thou  bestowrd  the  eye 
ot  ikj  tunmuug  mynde,  that  without  prouidence  and  care  of  the 


I 


I 


SALIMBENE    AND    ANGELICA. 


SSS 


tame  due  to  honest  dames,  and  ctiasl  damosels  of  our  family, 
hauyag  lost  the  goodes  and  fathers  inlieritance,  wilt  haue  me  in 
like  sort  forgoe  my  chastity,  whych  hyiherto  I  haue  kept  with 
beedeful  dilygence.  VViitethou  deare  brother,  by  tiie  pryceofniy 
virginity,  that  Anselmo  shall  haue  greater  victorye  oucr  vs,  than 
he  hath  gotten  by  tight  of  sword  vpon  the  allied  rciiinaunt  of  our 
house?  Art  thou  ignorant  that  itie  woundes  and  diseases  of  the 
mynd,  be  more  vehement  than  ii»ose  which  afflict  the  body?  Ah  I 
vnhappy  maydeu,  and  what  ill  tucke  is  reserued  for  me,  what 
destiny  hath  keptmetill  this  day  to  be  presented  for  Venus' sacri- 
fice, to  satisfy  ayoungmanne's  lust,  which  couet€th{peraduenturc) 
but  the  spoile  of  mine  honor?  O  happy  the  Remain  mai(te,slayDe 
by  the  proper  Imtidsofhir  woeful  father  Virginius,  that  she  myght 
Dotbe  soyled  with  infamy,  by  the  lecherous  cmbracements  of 
raueDous  Appius,  which  desired  hir  accjuaiutaunce.  Alas,  that  my 
brother  doe  not  so,  rather  I  woiiklc  to  God  of  his  owne  accord  he 
be  the  infamous  minister  of  my  life  ready  to  be  violated,  if  God  by 
hit  grace  lake  not  my  cause  in  hand  i  Alas  death,  why  dost  thou 
not  throwe  against  my  hearte  thy  most  pearcing  dart,  that  I  may 
goe  waite  vpon  the  sliadowes  of  uiy  ihryce  happy  parents,  who 
knowing  this  my  gryefe,  wyll  not  be  voideof  passion  to  heipe  me 
wayle  my  woeful!  state.  O  God,  why  was  not  I  choakcd  and 
strangled,  so  soone  as  1  was  taken  forth  the  secrete  inibraccments 
of  my  mother's  wombe,  rather  than  to  arriueinto  tbit^  mishap,  that 
either  must  I  lose  the  thing  I  deeme  moste  deare,  or  die  with  the 
violence  of  my  proper  hands  i  Come  death,  come  and  cut  the 
vnhappy  threede  of  my  woefull  iyfe  :  stoppe  the  pace  of  teares  with 
thy  trenchant  darte  that  streame  outragiously  downe  my  face,  and 
close  the  breathing  wind  of  sighes,  whych  hynder  thee  from  doing 
thine  office  vpon  my  heart,  by  suffocation  of  my  Iyfe  and  it." 
When  she  had  ended  those  words,  hir  speachedyd  faile,  andwax- 
ing  pale  and  faint,  (sitting  vppon  hir  stoole)  she  fared  as  though 
that  very  death  liad  sitten  in  liir  place.  Cliarles  thynking  thut  bis 
sister  had  beue  deade,  mated  wiihsorrowe,  and  desirous  tolyueno 
longer  after  hir,  seeing  he  was  the  cause  of  that  sownyng,  fell 
downe  dead  vpon  the  ground,  mouing  neither  hand  nor  foote,  as 
B      though  the  soule  bad  ben  departed  from  the  bodye.  At  the  noyse 
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which  Monunine  made  by  reason  of  hys  fall,  Angelica  reuiued 
out  of  hir  sowoe,  and   seeingc  bir  brother  in  so  pytifull  plyght, 
and  supposing  he  had  bene  dead  for  care  of  hys  request,  forbeyng 
berieued  of  hir  brother,  was  so  moued,  as  a  lyttle  thynge  would 
haue  made  hir  do,  as  Thisbe  dyd,  when  she  viewed  Pyramus  to  be 
slayae.     But  conceyuing  hope,   she   threw  hir   selfe  vppon  hir 
brother,  cursing  hir  fortune,  bannyng  the  starres  of  cruelty,  and 
hir  lauish  speach,  and  hir  self  for   hir  little  loue  to  hir  brother, 
who  made  no  refusal!  to  dye  to  saue  his  lande  for  reiiefe  of  bir: 
wher  she  denyed  to  yeld  hir  selfe  to  him  that  loued  hir  with  so  good 
affection.  In  the  end  she  applied  so  manyremedies  vnto  hir  brother, 
sometimes  casting  cold  water  vpon  his  face,  sometimes  pinching 
and  rubbing  the  temples  and  pulses  of  his  armes  and  his  muoth 
with  vineger,  that   she  made   hym  to  come  agayue :  and  seeing 
that  his  eyes  were  open,  beholding  hir  intentiuely  with  thecounte- 
nance  of  a  man  half  in  despuyre,  she  saied  vnto  him:  "   For  >o 
mutch  brother  as  1  see  fortune  to  bee  so  froward,   that  by  no 
meanes  thou  canst  auoide  the  cruel  lot,   which  launceth  me  into 
the   bottome  of  mortall  misery,  and  that   I  must  adueoture  to 
folowe  the  indeuors  of  thy  minde,  and  obey  thy  will,  which  isniore 
gentle  and  noble,  than  fraught  with  reason,  I  am  content  to  satisfy 
the  same  and  the  loue  which  hitherto  thou  hast  born  me.     Be  of 
good  cheere,  and  doe  wyth  mee  and  my  body  what  thou  list,giue 
and  presente  the  same  to  whom  thou  pleasest.  Wei  be  thou  sure, 
that  so  sone  as  I  shal  bee  out  of  thy  hands  and  power,  I  wyl  be 
called   or   esteemed  thine  no  more,   and   thou  shalt  haue  lesse 
authority  to  stay  me  from  doing  the  deuisesof  my  fantasie,  swear- 
ing and  protesting  by  the  Almighty  Goo,  that  neuer  man  shall 
touch  Angelica,  except  it  be  in  mariage,  and  that  if  he  assay  to 
passe  any  further,  I  haue  a  heart  that  shall  incourage  my  hands  to 
sacrifice  my  life  to  the  cliastitye  of  noble  dames  whych  had  rather 
dye  than  liue  in  sluunder  of  dyshonesty.     I  wyil  die  a  body  with- 
out defame,  and  the  mynde  voyde  of  consent,   shall  receiue  do 
shame  or  filth  that  can  soyle  or  spot  the  same."   In  saying  so,  she 
began  againe  to  weepe  in  sutch  aboundnnce,  as  the  bumourof  hir 
brayne  ranne  downe  by  the  issue  of  bothe  bir  eyes.     Montanioe 
albeit  sorrowfuU  beyond  measure  to  see  his  gentle  and  chast  sister 


SALIMBENE    AND    ANGELICA. 


He  could  not  tel  wel  whether  be  was  incharmed  or  his  eyea 
daselled,  or  aot  wel  wakened  from  sleepe  when  he  sawe  AngeUca, 
so  amazed  was  he  with  the  straungenesse  of  the  fact,  and  arriuall 
of  the  maiden  to  his  house.  Charles  seeing  hym  so  confused,  and 
knowing  that  the  great  affection  hebarevnto  his  sister,  made  him 
so  perplexed  and  besides  himself,  said  vnto  him :  "  Sir,  we  would 
gladly  speake  with  you  in  one  of  your  chambers,  that  there 
myght  be  none  other  witnesse  of  our  dyscourse,  but  we  three 
together."  Salimbene  which  was  rapt  wyth  ioy,  was  able  to  make 
none  other  aunsweare,  but :  "  Goe  we  whether  you  please."  So 
taking  his  Angelica  by  the  hand,  they  went  into  the  hall,  and  from 
thence  into  his  chamber,  whych  was  furnyshed  accordinge  to  the 
state  and  riches  of  a  lord,  he  beingone  of  the  welthiest  and  chiefe 
of  the  city  of  Siena.  When  they  were  set  downe,  and  al  the  seruanta 
gone  forth,  Charles  began  to  say  to  Sahmbene,  these  words: 
"  You  may  not  tliinke  it  straunge  (sir  Salimbene)  if  against  the 
lawes  and  customes  of  our  common  wealthe,  I  at  thys  tyme  of  the 
□yght  doe  call  you  vp,  for  knowyng  thebande  wherewyth  I  am 
bound  vnto  you,  I  must  for  eucr  confesse  and  count  my  sclfe  to  be 
your  slaue  and  bondman,  you  hauing  don  a  thing  in  my  behalf 
that  deserueth  the  name  of  lord  and  maister.  But  what  vngraieful 
man  is  he  that  wil  forget  so  greate  a  benefit,  as  that  which  I  haue 
receyued  of  you,  holding  of  you,  life,  goods,  honor,  and  this  mine 
own  sister  that  enioyeth  by  your  meanes  the  presence  of  hir  bro- 
ther and  hir  rest  of  mind,  not  losing  our  noble  reputation  by  the 
losse  prepared  for  me  through  vnrighteousiudgement,  you  hauing 
staied  the  ruine  both  of  hir  and  me,  and  the  rest  of  our  house 
and  kin.  I  am  ryghte  glad  sir,  that  this  my  duety  and  seruice  is 
bounden  to  so  vertuous  a  gentleman  as  you  be,  but  exceeding 
sorry,  that  fortune  is  so  froward  and  contrary  vnto  me,  that  I  am 
not  able  to  accompUshe  my  good  will,  and  if  ingratitude  may 
lodge  in  mind  of  a  neady  gentleman,  who  hath  no  heipe  but  of 
himselfe,  and  in  the  wyll  of  hys  chast  sister,  and  minde  vnited  in 
two  persons  onely  saued  by  you,  duety  doeth  requyre  to  present 
the  rest,  and  to  submit  al  that  is  left  to  be  disposed  at  your  good 
pleasure.  And  bicause  that  I  am  well  assured,  that  it  is  Angelica 
alone  which  hath  kindled  the  flame  of  desire,  and  hath  caused  you 
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to  louc  that  which  your  predecessours  haue  deadly  hated,  that 
Mme  «parke  of  knowledge,  whych  our  misery  could  not  quench 
witii  all  iiis  force,  lintt)  made  the  wayand  shewed  the  path  whereby 
We  shall  aiioide  the  name  of  ingrate  and  forgcifull  persons,  and 
that  some  which  hath  made  you  lybernll  towards  me,  shalbe  boun- 
tifully be-towed  vpon  you.  It  is  j^ngelica  sir,  which  you  sec 
present  heere,  who  to  discharge  my  band,  hath  willingly  rendred 
to  be  your  owne,  submittinge  hir  sclfe  to  your  good  wyll,  for  euer 
to  be  youres.  And  I  which  am  hir  brother,  and  hauereceiued  that 
great  good  wyll  of  hir,  as  in  my  power  to  haue  hir  wyl,  do  present 
the  same,  and  Icaue  hir  in  your  hands,  to  vse  as  you  would  your 
owne,  praying  you  to  accept  the  same,  and  to  consider  whose  is 
the  gift,  and  from  whence  it  commeth,  and  how  it  ought  to  be 
regarded."  When  he  liad  sayd  so,  Monianinerose  vp,  and  with- 
out further  talke,  went  home  vnto  liis  house.  If  Aaselmo  were 
abashed  at  the  Montanines  arriuall,  and  astunned  at  the  oratioa 
of  Charles,  his  suduin  departure  was  more  to  be  maruelled  at, and 
therwithal  to  see  the  effect  of  a  thing  which  he  neuer  lioped,  nor 
thought  vpon.  He  was  cxceding  glad  and  ioyfuU  to  see  himself 
in  the  company  of  hir,  whomc  he  desired  aboue  al  things  of  the 
world,  but  sory  to  see  hir  heauy  and  sorrowful  for  sutch  cbaunce. 
He  supposed  hir  being  ther,  to  precede  rather  of  the  yong  man's 
good  and  gentle  nature,  than  of  the  maiden's  will  und  lykynge. 
For  whych  cause  taking  hir  by  the  hand,  and  holding  hir  betweoe 
hys  armes,  he  vsed  these  or  sutch  lyke  words:  "  Gentlewoman, 
if  euer  I  had  fell  und  knowne  with  what  wing  the  variety  and 
Jyghtnesse  of  worldly  thynges  do  flye,  and  the  gaynes  of  incon- 
stant fortune,  at  this  present  I  haue  seen  one  of  the  most  manifest 
profes  which  seemeth  to  me  so  straunge,  as  almost  1  dare  not 
bcelcue  that  I  see  before  niyne  eyes.  1  know  well  that  it  is  for 
you,  and  for  the  seruice  that  I  beare  you,  that  I  haue  broken  the 
effect  of  that  hatred,  whych  by  inhcritauncc  1  haue  recejued 
against  your  house,  and  for  that  deuotion  haue  deliuered  your 
brother.  But  I  see  that  fortune  wyll  not  let  mee  to  haue  the 
vpper  hand,  to  bee  the  conquerer  of  hir  sodainu  pangs.  But  you 
your  self  shall  see,  and  euery  man  shall  know  that  my  heart  is 
uone  other  than  noble,  and  my  deuises  tend,  but  to  the  exploit  of 
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all  vertue  and  gentlenesse:  wherefore  I  pray  you  (&ayd  he,  kissing 
hir  louingly)  be  not  sad,  and  duubt  not  that  your  seruaunt  is  any 
other  now,  hauing  you  in  his  power,  than  lie  was  when  hedur^t 
not  dyscouer  the  ardent  loue  that  vexed  him,  and  held  him  in 
feeble  state,  t'ul  of  desire  and  thought :  you  also  may  bee  sure,  that 
he  hath  not  had  the  better  liatide  uucr  me,  ne  yet  for  his  curtesy 
hath  obteined  victory,  nor  you  for  obeying  him.  For  sith  that 
you  he  myne,  and  for  sutch  yelded  and  giuen  to  me,  I  wyl  keepe 
you,  as  hir  whome  I  loue  and  esteinc  ahouc  ul  things  of  the  world, 
makyng  you  my  t-ompaiiion  and  the  oncly  mistressfof  my  goodes 
heart,  and  wyll.  Thinke  not  that  I  am  the  fryend  of  fortune,  and 
practise  pleiisure  alone  Miihoiit  vertue.  It  is  modesty  which  coin- 
niaundeth  me,  and  honesty  is  the  guide  of  my  conceipts.  Assure 
you  then,  and  repose  your  comfort  on  raee  :  for  none  other  tiiaD 
Angelica  Montanine  shall  be  tlie  wyfe  of  Anselmo  Saliinbene: 
and  during  my  life,  I  wyll  bee  the  fryend,  the  defender  and  sup- 
porter of  your  house."  At  these  good  newes,  the  drousie  and 
wandryngs])irile  of  the  fay le  Siena  mayd  awaked,  who  cndyng 
hir  tearcs  and  appeasing  liir  sorrow,  rose  vp,  antt  made  a  very  lowe 
reuerence  vnto  hir  curteous  fryend,  thanking  hym  for  hys  create 
aa  I  incomparable  liberalitye,  promising  all  seruice,  (luetic,  and 
amitye,  thai  a  gentlewoman  ought  to  beare  vnto  him,  whom  God 
hath  reserucd  for  hir  spouse  and  husband.  After  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  honest  imbracenients  and  plea>aunte  kisses  giuen  and  ro- 
ceiucd  on  both  partes,  Anselmo  called  vnto  him  one  of  his  auntcs 
that  divelled  witiiin  him,  to  whome  he  deiiuered  his  new  conquest 
to  kecpe,  and  spedily  without  delay  he  sent  for  the  next  of  hi» 
kinne  and  dearest  friends:  and  being  come,  he  intrcaled  them  to 
kepe  him  company,  in  a  very  vrgcnl  and  weighty  businesse  lie  had 
to  do,  wherein  if  they  shewed  themselues  dilygent  in  his  request, 
doubtful  it  is  not,  but  he  addressed  spccde  ior  accomplishment 
of  his  enterpryse.  Then  cau>yng  hys  aunte  and  wtlbcloued  Ange- 
lica to  come  forth,  he  carryed  iliem  (not  without  their  great  ad- 
miration) to  the  pallace  of  Montanine,  whither  being  arryued :  Ite 
and  hys  companic  were  well  intertayned  of  the  s.iyd  Montanine, 
the  brother  of  fay  re  Angelica.  When  they  were  in  the  hall, 
Saltmbene   sayd  to  hys  brother  in  law    that  should  he  :  "  Senior 
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hir  with  me,  to  doe  with  hir  as   I  would  with  any  thing  I   had. 
Behold  my  good  lordes,  and  yee  noble  ladies  and  cosins,  and  con- 
sider how  I  may  recompence  this  benefit,  and  be  able  to  satisfiea 
present  so  precious,  and  of  siiteli  value  and  regard  as  bith  of  them 
be,   sutch  as  a  riglit  puis.sant  prince  and   lord  may  be  contented 
wyth,  a  duety  so  hberall  and  iewell  inestymable  of  two  offered 
tliynges."     The  assistants  that  were  there,  could  not  tell  what  to 
Bay,  the  discourse  iiad  so  mutch  drawne  their  myndes  into  dyucrs 
fantasies  and  contrary  opinions,  seing  that  the  same  requyred  by 
deliberation  to  be  considered,    before  lightly   they   vttrcd    their 
mindes.     But  they  knew  not  the  intent  of  hitn,  which  had  called 
tliem  thither,  more  to  testify  his  fact,  than  to  iudge  of  the  tliing- 
he  went  about,  or  able  to  hinder  and  let  the  same.  True  it  is,  that 
the  ladies  viewing  and  marking  the  amiable  countenaunce  of  the 
Montanine  damsell,  woulde  haue  iudged  for  hir,  if  they  feared 
not  to  bee  refused  of  hym,  whome  the  thing  did  touche  most  neere. 
Who  without  longer  staye,  opened  to  them  al,  what  he  was  pur- 
posed to  do,  saying:  "  Sith  ye   do  spende  time  so  long  vpon  a 
matter  already  meant  and  determyned,  I  wyll  ye  to  knowe,  that 
hauing  regard  of  mine  honoure,  and  desirousto  satisfiethehonesty 
of  the  brother  and  sister,   I   mynde  to   take  Angelica  to  my  wyfe 
and  lawfutl  spouse,  vniting  that  whych  so   long  lyme  hath  bene 
deuyded,  and  making  in  two  bodyes,  whilom  not  well  accorded 
and  agreed,    one   like   and  vniforine  wyll,  praying  you  ech  one, 
joyfully  to  ioy  with  me,  and  your  seluesto  reioysein  thatnlliBunce, 
whych  seemetli  rather  a  worke  from  heauen,  than  a  deede  con- 
cluded by   the  counsell  and    Industrie  of  men.     So  lykewyse  all 
wedded  feeres  in  holy  wedlocke  (by  reason  of  the  effect  and  the 
author  of  the  same,  euen  God   himselfe,  whych  dyd  ordayne  it 
firste)  bee  wrytten  in  the  infallible  booke  of  liys  owne  prescience, 
to  the  intent  that  nothing  may  decay,  whych  is  sustayncd  wyth 
the  mighty  hand  of  that  Almyghty  God,  the   God  of  wonders, 
which   verily   hee  hath   displayed    ouer  thee  (deare  brother)  by 
makynge  thee  to  fall  into  distresse  and  daunger  of  death,  that 
myne  Angelica,  beeing  the  meane  of  thy  delyueraunce,  myght 
also  bee  cause  of  the  attonement  which  I  doe  hope  henceforth 
shall  bee,  belwene  so  noble  houses  as  onrs  be."    Thys  Bnall  de- 
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cree  reueled  in  open  audience,  as  it  was,  against  their  expectation, 
and  the  code  that  ilie  kindred  of  Anselmo  louke<i  for,  so  vias  the 
smue  no  lease  strauiige  and  bashful),  as  ioyfull  and  pleasauu I,  feel- 
ing a  sodain  \oy,  not  accustomed  in  theyr  mynde,  for  tiiat  vnion 
and  all^raunre.     AnA  albeit  that  their  riches  was  vnequall,  and 
the  dowry  of  Angelica  nothyng  neare  the  great   wealth  of  Salim- 
bene,  yet  oil  men  dyd  deeme  him  happy,   that  hee  had  chaunced 
vpon  so  vertuous  u  maiden,  the  onely  modestie  and  integritie  of 
whomc,  deserued  to  bee  coupled  wyth  the  most  honourable.     For 
when  a  man  hath   rcspecte  onely  to  the  beauty  or  riches  of  hit, 
whome  he  meaneih  to  take  to  wyfe,  hee  moste  commonly  doth 
incurre  the  mischiefe,  that  the  spyriteuf  dysscntion  intermeddleih 
amyd    theyr  household,    whereby   pleasure   vanishing  wyth  age, 
ntaketh  the  riueled  face  (beset   wyth  a  thousand  wrynkeled  fur- 
rowes)  to   growe  pale  and  drye.     1  he  wyfe  lykewyse  when  she 
seeth  hir  goodes  to  surmount  the  substance  of  hir  wedded  hus- 
band, she  uduaunceth  hir  henrtc, she  swelieth  wyth  pryde,indeuor- 
yng  the  vpper  hand   and  souerainty   in  all  thy ngs,  u  hereupon  it 
riM*th,    that    of   two    frayle   and  transitorie   things,  the  building 
which  hnlh  so  fyckle  foundation,  can  notindure,  uiaii  bein^  borne 
to  commaund,  and  can  not  abyde  a  mayster  ouer  hym,  beyng  the 
chyefc  ut)d  lord  of  hys  wyfe.     Now  Salimbenc,  to  perfourme  the 
cfl'ect  of  liys  curiesie,  gaue  his  fayre  wile  the  moyiie  of  his  lands 
and  goods,  in  fauoure  of  the  mariage,  adopting  by  that  meanes, 
Montaninc  to  bee   his  brother,  appointing  hym  to  be  heyreof  all 
hys  goodes  in  case  he  deceased  wythi.utheyresothis  body.     And 
if  God  did  send  hym  children,  he  instituted  him  to  beelbeheyrof 
the  other  halfc,  which  rested  by  hys  donation  to  Angelica  his  new 
espouse  :    Whom    he  marled  solempnely  the  sunday  folowing,  to 
the  great  contentation  and  maruell  of  the  whole  city,  which  long 
time  was  afflicted  by  the  ciuile  dissenlions  of  those  two  bouses. 
But  what  i  .Sutch  be  the  varieties  of  worldly  successe,  and  sutchis 
the  mischiefe  amongs  men,  that  the  same  which  honesty  bath  no 
{K)wer  to  winne,  is  surmounted  by  the  disgrace  and  misfortune  of 
wretched   time.    I    neede  not   to  alleage  here  those  amongs  the 
Romanes,   which  from  great  hatred  and  malice  were  reconciled 
with  the  indissoluble  ktK>t  of  amity;  forsomulch  as  the  dignyties 
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and  honoures  of  theyr  citty  prouoked  one  to  flatter  and  fawne 
vpon  an  other  for  particular  profit,  and  not  one  of  them  attained 
to  sutch  excellencie  and  renoume,  as  the  foresaid  did,  one  of 
whomewasvanquyshed  with  the  fireof  an  amorous  passion,  whych 
forcyng  nature  hir  selfe,  brought  that  to  passe,  which  could 
neuer  haue  bene  thoughteor  imagyned.  And  yet  men  wyll  accuse 
Inue,  and  painte  hir  in  the  colours  of  fooiysh  furye  and  raging 
madnesse.  No,  no,  loue  in  a  gentle  heart  is  the  true  subiect  and 
substance  of  venue,  curtesy,  and  modest  manners,  expellynge  all 
cruelty  and  vengeance,  and  nourishyng  peace  amongs  men.  But 
if  any  do  violate  and  prophane  tlie  holy  lawes  of  loue,  and  per- 
uert  that  which  is  vertuous,  the  faulte  is  not  in  that  holye  saincte 
but  in  hym  whych  foloweth  it  wythoutskyll,  and  knoweth  not  the 
perfection.  As  hapneth  in  euery  operation,  that  of  it  selfe  is 
honest,  although  defamed  by  those,  who  thinking  to  vse  it,  doe 
filthily  abuse  the  same,  and  cause  the  grosse  and  ignoraunte  to 
condempne  that  is  good,  for  the  folye  of  sutch  inconstant  fooles  : 
In  the  other  is  painted  a  heart  so  voyde  of  the  blody  and  abhomi- 
nable  sinne  of  ingratitude,  as  if  death  had  ben  the  due  remedy 
and  meane  to  satisfie  his  band  and  duety,  he  would  haue  made  no 
conscience  to  offer  himselfe  frankly  and  freely  to  the  dreadful 
passage  of  the  same.  You  see  what  is  the  force  of  a  gentle  heart 
wel  trained  vp,  that  would  not  be  vanquished  in  curtesye  and 
lyberality.  I  make  you  to  be  iudges,  (I  meane  you)  that  be  con- 
uersant  in  ioue's  causes,  and  that  with  a  iudgement  passionlesse, 
voide  of  parciality  doe  dyscourse  vppon  the  factesand  occurrentes 
that  chaunce  to  men.  I  make  you  (I  saye)  iudges  to  gyue  sen- 
tence, whether  of  three  caried  away  the  pryse,and  most  bound  his 
companion  by  lyberall  acte,  and  curtesie  not  forced.  You  see  a 
morlalleniroy  sorrow  forthemisery  of  his  aduersary,  butsolycited 
therunto  by  the  ineuitable  force  of  loue.  The  other  marcheth 
with  the  glory  of  a  present  so  rare  and  exquisite,  as  a  great 
monarch  would  haue  accompted  it  for  singuler  fauor  and  prodi- 
gality. The  mayden  steppeth  forth  to  make  the  third  in  ranke, 
wyth  a  loue  so  stayed  and  charity  wonderfuU  towards  hir  brother, 
as  being  nothynge  assured  whether  he  to  whome  she  ofltrcd  hir 
selfe  were  so  moderate,  as  curteous,  she  yetdeth  hir  selfe  to  the 
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A  wydow  called  mislretse  Heltna,  tcyth  whom  a  srholUr  aas  in  hue, 
(shee  louing  an  other)  made  the  same  scholler  to  stattde  a  whole 
Wif liter' might  in  the  snow  to  way te  for  hir,  who  afterwardes  by  a 
slejfght  and  pollicie,  caused  hir  in  July,  to  stand  vppon  a  tower 
Starke  naked  amongs  flies  and  gnats,  and  in  thesuniie. 

DiUEHT  we  now  a  little  from  these  sutidry  haps,  to  solace  our 
seines  wyth  a  merry  deuicc,  and  pleusaunt  circumstance  of  a 
scholler's  joue,  and  of  the  wily  guily  snbtilties  of  an  amorous 
wydow  of  Florence.  A  scholler  returned  from  Paris  to  practise 
hys  knowledge  at  home  in  his  owne  countrcy,  learneih  a  more 
cunning  lecture  of  mistresse  Helena,  than  he  did  of  thesubtilkst 
Sorbone  doctor,  or  other  Mathematicall  from  whence  he  came. 
The  scholler  as  playnely  hee  had  applied  his  booke,  and  earnestly 
harkned  his  readings,  so  he  simply  meant  to  be  a  faythfull  louer 
and  deuout  requirant  to  this  iojiy  dame,  that  had  vowed  hir  deuo- 
tion  and  promised  pilgrimage  to  an  other  saynct.  The  scholler 
vpon  the  first  view  of  the  wydowe's  wandring  lookes,  forgetting 
Guide's  lessons  of  loue's  guiles,  pursued  his  conceiptto  the  vtter- 
most.  The  scholler  neuer  remembrcd  how  many  valiaunt,  wise 
and  learned  men,  wanton  women  had  seduced  and  deceyucd,  Hee 
had  forgot  how  Catullus  was  beguiled  by  Lesbia,  Tibullus  by 
Delia,  Propertius  by  Cynthia,  Naso  by  Corinna,  Demetrius  by 
Lfjmia,  Timothensby  Phrync,  Philip  by  a  Greekemayden,  Alex- 
ander by  Thays,  Hanniball  by  Campania,  Caesar  by  Cleopatra, 
Pompeius  by  Flora,  Pericles  by  Aspaga,  Psammiticus  the  king  of 
^gypt  by  Rhodope,  and  diuers  other  very  famous  by  women  of 
that  stampe.  Hee  had  not  ben  wel  trayned  in  holy  writ,  or  heard 
of  Samson's  Dalida,  or  uf  Salomon's  concubins,  but  like  aplayne 
dealinge  man,  beleued  what  she  promised,  followed  what  she  bad 
him,  waited  whiles  she  mocked  him,  attended  till  shee  laughed  him 
to  scorne.  And  yet  fur  all  these  iolly  pastimes  inuented  by  ihiii 
widdow,  to  deceyue  the  poore  scholler,  she  scaped  not  free  from 
his  logike  rules,  nor  saife  from  his  philosophy.     He  was  forced 
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49  nouell  of  my  former  tome.  He  fared  not  so  roughly  with 
those,  as  Rinieri  did  with  tliys,  that  sought  but  to  gayne  what 
she  had  lost.  Well,  how  so  euer  it  was,  and  what  differency 
betweeue  eyther  of  tlieyjn,  this  hystory  eusuinge,  more  aptly  shall 
gieue  to  vnderstande.  Not  long  sithens,  there  was  in  Florence, a 
young  gentlewoman  of  worshipfull  parentage,  fayre  and  comely 
of  personage,  of  courage  stout,  and  abounding  in  goods  of  fortune 
(called  Helena,)  who  being  a  widow,  decermined  not  to  mary 
agayne,  bicause  siie  was  in  loue  with  a  yong  man  that  was  not 
voyde  of  nature's  good  gifts,  whom  for  hirowne  tooth,  abouc  other 
shee  had  specially  chosen.  In  whom  (setting  aside  all  other  care) 
many  lvmes(by  meancsof  one  of  hir  maydes  which  slie  trusted 
best)  she  had  great  pleasure  and  delight.  It  cbaunced  about  the 
same  time  that  a  yong  gentleman  of  that  city  called  Rinieri,  huu- 
inge  a  great  time  studied  at  Paris,  returned  to  Florence,  not  to 
sell  his  science  by  retayle,  as  many  doc,  but  to  knowe  the  rea- 
sons of  things,  and  the  causes  thereof,  which  is  a  speciall  good 
exercise  for  a  gentleman.  And  being  there  honoured  and  greatly 
esteemed  of  all  men,  aswell  for  his  curtcous  behauiour,  as  also  for 
his  knowledge,  he  tiued  like  a  good  cittizen.  But  it  is  commordy 
seene,  they  which  haue  best  vnderstandinge  and  knowledge,  are 
soonest  tangled  in  loue:  euen  so  it  hapned  with  tliis  Rinieri,  who 
repayringe  one  day  for  his  passeiiuie  lo  a  feaste,  this  madame 
Helena  clothed  al  in  blacke,  (after  the  manner  of  widowes)  was 
there  also,  and  seemed  in  his  eyes  so  beautifull  and  well  fauored, 
as  any  woman  that  euer  he  saw,  and  thought  that  liee  might  bee 
accoumpted  happy,  to  whom  God  did  shewe  so  mutch  fauoure, 
as  to  suffer  him  lo  be  cleped  betweene  liir  armes:  and  beholdinge 
hir  diners  tymes  and  knowing  tliat  the  greatest  and  dearest  things 
cannot  be  gotten  wiih  out  labour,  he  determined  to  vse  all  his 
endeuour  and  care  in  pleasing  of  hir,  that  thereby  he  might  ob- 
tayne  hir  loue,  and  so  enioy  hir.  The  yong  gentlewoman  not  very 
bashfull,  conceyuing  greater  opinion  of  hir  selfe,  than  was  neede- 
full,  not  castinge  hir  eyes  towards  the  ground,  but  rolling  them 
artificiuily  on  euery  side,  and  by  and  by  perceyuing  mutch  gazing 
lo  be  vpon  hir,  espied  Rinieri  earnestly  beholding  liir,  and  sayd, 
smiling  to  hir  selfe :  "  I  thinke  that  1  haue  not  this  day  lost  my 
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the  nature  of  the  lime,  the  wickednessc  of  the  woman,  the  length 
of  tlie  night,  and  the  folly  and  simplicity  of  himselfe:  and  con- 
ceyuing  great  rage,  and  despigbt  agaynst  hir,  turned  Mxtaynely 
the  lung  and  ferueni  loue  that  he  bare  hir,    into  despighi  and 
cruell  hatred,  deuising  many  and  diners  meanes  to  bee  reuenged, 
whych  he  then  furre  more  desired,  than  hee  did  in  the  beginningc 
to  tyc  viith  his  widow.     After  that  longe  and  tedious  night,  day 
approched,  and  the  dawning  thereof  began  to  appesrc:  wherefore 
the  mayde  instructed  by  hir  mistresse,  went  downe  into  the  court, 
and  secmyng  to  haue  pity  uppon  the  scholler,  sayde  vnto  hjm: 
"  The  diuell  take  hym  that  euer  he  came  byther  this  nighte,  for 
bee  hath  bothe  let  vs  of  sleepe,  and  hath  made  you  to  be  frozen 
for  culde,  but  take  it  pacienlly  for  this  tymc,  some  other  nyght 
must   be  appointed.     For  I   know  well  that  neuer  thyng  coukle 
chaunce  more  displeasantly  to  my  mistresse  than  this."     But  the 
scholler  full  ofdysdayne,  lyke  a  wyse  man  which  knew  well  that 
tlireats  and  menacyng  words,  were  weapons  without  lianda  to  dw 
ihrcatned,  rclayned  in  hys  stomackethat  whych  intcmporatewvU 
would  haue  broken  forth,  and  wyth  so  quiet  woordesas  hee  coulde, 
not  shewyngehy  mselfe  to  bee  angry,  sayd : "  In  deede  I  haue  snflfircd 
the  worsle  nyghte  that  euer  I  dyd,  but  I  knowe  the  same  was  not 
throughe  your  mistresse   fault,  bicause  sbce  bauing  pitye  vppoo 
me,  and  as  you  say,  that  which  cannot  be  to  night,  may  be  done 
another  time,  commend  me  then  vntohir,and  farewell."  And  thai 
thepoore  scholler  stiffe  for  colde,  so  well  as  hee  coulde,  retourned 
home  to  bis  house,  where  for  the   extremitye  of  the  tyme  and 
lacke  of  sleepe  beyng  almost  deadc,  he  threw  e  hymselfe  vp|>on  his 
bed,  and  when  he  awakrd,  his  armes  and  legges  had  no  feeling. 
Wherefore  he  sent  for  physitions  and  toUie  them  of  the  colde  be 
had    taken,  who  incontinently  prouided  fur  his  health  :  and  yet 
for  al   their   best  and   spedy  remedies,  they  could  scarce  recoucr 
his  iointes  and  sinewes,  wherein  they  did  what  they  could:  and 
had  it  not  bene  that  he  was  young,  and  the  sommer  approching, 
it  had  ben  to  mutch  fur  him  to  haue  endured.     But  after  he  was 
come  to  healthe,  and  grewe  to  be  lusty,  secrete  malyce  still  resting 
in  his  breaste,  hee  thought  vpon  reuenge.     And  it  chaunccd  in  a 
ly lie  tpne  after,  that   loriune  prepared   a  new   accident  to  the 
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scholer  to  satisfy  his  desire,  bycause  the  young  man  which  wai 
beloued  of  the  gentlewoman,  not  caring  any  longer  for  hir,  fel  in 
loue  with  an  other,  and  gauc  ouer  the  solace  and  pleasure  he  wat 
wont  to  doe  to  mistresse  Helena,  for  which  despite  she  consumed 
herself  in  wepinge  and  lamentations.  But  hir  maid  hauing  pity 
vpon  hir  mistresse  sorrowes,  knowing  no  meanes  to  remoue  the 
melancoly  which  she  conceiued  for  the  losse  of  hir  friend,  and 
seing  the  scholler  daily  passe  by  accordinge  to  his  common  cus- 
tonie,  conceiued  a  foolishe  beliefe  that  hir  mistresse  friend  might 
be  brought  to  loue  hir  agayne,  and  wholly  rccouered,  by  some 
charme  or  other  sleight  of  necromancy,  to  bee  wrought  and 
brought  to  passe  by  the  scholler.  Which  deuise  she  tolde  vnto 
hir  mistresse,  and  she  vndiscretely  (and  without  due  consideration 
that  if  the  scholler  had  any  knowledge  in  that  science,  he  would 
helpe  himselfe)  gaue  credite  to  the  words  of  hir  mayde,  and  by 
and  by  sayd  vnto  hir,  that  shee  was  able  to  bring  it  to  passe,  if  he 
would  take  it  in  hnnde,  and  therewiihall  promised  assuredly,  that 
for  recompense  he  should  vse  hir  at  his  pleasure.  The  mayde 
diligently  tolde  the  scholler  hereof,  who  very  ioyfull  for  those 
newes,  sayd  vnto  himselfe :  "  O  God,  praysed  be  thy  name,  for 
now  the  time  is  come,  that  by  thy  helpe  I  shall  requite  theiniuries 
done  vnto  me  by  this  wicked  woman,  and  be  recompensed  of  the 
great  loue  that  I  bare  vntohir:"  And  aunswcred  the  mayd:  "  Go 
tell  thy  mistresse  that  for  this  matter  she  neede  to  take  no  care, 
for  if  hir  frend  were  in  India,  I  can  presently  force  him  to  come 
hither,  and  aske  hir  forgiuenesse  of  the  fault  he  hath  committed 
agaynst  hir.  And  the  maner,  and  way  how  to  vse  hir  selfe  in 
this  behalfe,  I  will  gieue  hir  to  vnderstand  when  it  shal  please 
hir  to  appoinct  me:  and  fayle  not  to  tell  hir  what  I  say, comfort- 
ing hir  in  my  behalfe."  The  mayde  caried  the  aunswere,  and  it 
was  concluded,  that  they  should  talke  more  hereof  at  the  church 
of  S.  Lucie,  whither  being  come,  and  reasoning  together  alone, 
not  remembring  that  she  had  brought  the  scholler  almost  to  the 
poynct  of  death,  she  reueyled  vnto  him  all  the  whole  matter,  and 
the  thing  which  lie  desired,  praying  him  instantly  to  helpe  hir,  to 
whome  the  scholler  sayd :  "  True  it  is  lady,  that  amongs  other 
things  which  I  learned  at  Paris,  the  arte  of  Necromaacie,  (whereof 
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taool  to  God,  1  baue  mode  an  oifae  oeuer  to  vse  it,  ejtber  for  my 
aeJfi*,  or  for  any  other:  bowbeit  the  loue  which  I  beare  you,  is 
of  sotcli  force,  as  I  cannot  deny  you  any  request,  yea  and  if  I 
aboold  be  damned  amoogs  all  the  deuils  in  bell,  I  am  ready  to 
performeyour  pleasure.  But  I  tell  you  before,  that  it  is  a  harder 
malter  to  be  done,  than  peraduenture  you  beleue,  and  specially 
where  a  woman  shall  prouokea  man  to  loae,  or  a  man  the  woman, 
byouue  it  can  not  be  done  by  the  propre  person,  whome  it  doth 
toocbe,aud  therefore  it  is  meete,  whatsoeuer  is  done,  in  any  wyse 
not  to  bee  affrayde,  for  that  the  coniuration  must  bee  made  in  the 
nyght,  and  in  a  sulytarie  place  wythout  companye:  which  thing 
I  know  not  how  you  shal  bee  disposed  to  doe."  To  whom  the 
woman  more  amorous  than  wise,  aunswered :  "  Lone  prycketh 
mee  m  sutch  wise,  as  tliere  is  nothyng  but  [  dare  attempt,  to  haue 
him  againe,  tliat  causelesse  hath  forsaken  me.  But  tel  me  I  be- 
seech you  wherein  it  behoueth  that  [  be  so  bold  and  hardy."  The 
acfaoler  (subtil  inough)9aid:  "  I  muste  of  necessity  make  an  image 
of  br*sse,  in  the  name  of  him  that  you  desire  tuiiaue,  uhich  being 
wot  vnto  you  you  must,  when  the  mone  is  at  hir  ful,  bath  your  self 
stark  naked  in  a  running  riuer  at  the  first  houre  of  slecpe  vii. 
times  with  the  same  image  :  and  afterwards  beyngstil  naked,  you 
must  go  vp  into  some  tree  or  house  vnhabited,  and  turning  your 
sdfc  lowardes  the  north  side  thereof  wy  th  the  image  in  your  hand 
vou  shal  say  vii.  times  certain  wurds,  that  1  wii  giue  you  in  writ- 
ing, which  when  yon  haue  dune,  two  damsels  shal  come  vnto  you, 
the  fairest  that  euer  you  saw,  and  they  shall  salute  you,  humbly 
demaundyng  what  your  pleasure  is  tocommaund  them  :  to  whome 
you  shal  willingly  declare  in  good  order  what  you  desire:  anduke 
hede  aboue  al  things,  that  you  name  not  one  for  an  other :  and 
when  they  begonoe,  you  mny  descend  downe  to  the  place  where 
you  left  your  apparel,  and  array  your  selfeagayne,  and  afterwardes 
retourne  home  vnto  your  house,  and  assure  your  self,  that  before 
the  mid  of  the  nexte  nyghte  folowing,  your  fryend  shall  come  ynlo 
you  weepyng,  and  crying  mercye  and  forgyuenesse  at  youre 
handes.  And  know  yee,  that  from  that  tyrae  forth,  he  wil  neuer 
forsake  you  for  any  other."      The  gentlewoman  hearing  those 
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words,  gaue  great  credyte  thcrvnto:  and  thought  that  already  she 
helde  hir  fryend  betweene  hir  armes,  and  very  ioyfull  sayd: 
"Doubt  not  sir,  but  I  wyll  accomplysh  al  that  you  haue  inioyned 
me:  and  I  haue  the  meetcst  place  in  the  world  to  doe  it:  for  vppon 
the  valley  of  y\rno,  very  neare  the  ryuer  syde  I  haue  a  manor 
house,  secretly  to  woorke  any  attempt  that  I  list:  and  now  it  is 
tlje  moneth  of  Inly,  in  which  tyme  bathing  is  most  pleasaunt. 
And  also  I  remembre  that  not  far  from  the  ryuer,  there  is  a  lyttle 
toure  viihabited,  into  which  one  can  scarce  get  vp,  but  by  a  cer- 
tain ladder  made  of  chesnut  tree,  which  is  already  there,  where- 
uppon  the  shephierds  do  sometime  ascende  to  the  turrasseof  the 
same  toure,  to  looke  for  their  cattell  when  they  be  gone  astray: 
and  the  place  is  very  solitarie  out  of  the  way.  Into  that  toure 
wyll  I  goe  vp,  and  trust  to  execute  what  you  haue  requyred  me." 
The  scholer  which  knew  very  well  both  the  village  whereof  she 
spake,  and  also  the  toure,  right  glad  for  that  he  was  assured  of  his 
purpose,  sayde:  "  Madame,  I  was  neuer  there,  ne  yet  do  knowe 
the  village,  nor  the  toure,  but  if  it  bee  as  you  saye,  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  finde  anye  better  place  in  the  worlde:  wherefore  when 
the  tyme  is  come,  I  wyll  send  you  the  image,  and  the  prayer.  But 
I  heartily  beseech  you,  when  you  haue  obtained  your  desire,  and 
do  perceyue  that  I  haue  well  serued  your  turne,  to  haue  me  in 
remembraunce,  and  to  keepe  your  promyse."  Whych  the  gentle- 
woman assured  hym  to  doe  withoute  fayle,  and  taking  hir  leaueof 
him,  she  retired  home  to  hir  house.  The  scholer  ioyfull  for  that 
his  deuise  should  in  deede  come  to  passe,  caused  an  image  to  be 
made  with  certaine  characters,  and  wrote  a  tale  of  a  tubbe  in  stede 
of  the  prayer.  And  when  hee  sawe  tyme  he  sent  them  to  the 
gentlewoman,  aduertising  hir  that  the  nyght  folowyng,  she  must 
doe  the  thing  he  had  appoynted  hir.  Then  to  procede  in  his 
enterprise,  he  and  his  man  went  secretly  to  one  of  his  fryends 
houses  that  dwelte  harde  by  the  towne.  The  woman  on  the  other 
side,  and  hir  mayde  repaired  to  hir  place:  where  when  it  was 
nyght,  makyng  as  though  she  would  go  slepe,  she  sent  hir  mayde 
to  bed ;  afterwards  about  ten  of  the  clocke  she  conueyed  hirself 
very  softly  outof  hir  lodgyng,  and  repayred  neare  to  the  townevpon 
the  riuer  of  Arno,  and  lookyng  aboute  hir,  not  seeing  or  perceiu- 
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and  when  fair  force  reaiued  agayne,  she  began  pitifully  to  weepe 
and  complayne.  And  knowing  well  that  the  schoUer  had  done 
that  deede  for  reuenge,  shee  grew  to  be  angry  wyth  hir  selfe,  for 
that  shee  hadde  offended  another,  and  to  mutch  trusted  bym  whom 
she  ought  (by  good  reason)  to  haue  accoumpted  hir  enimy.  And 
after  she  had  remayned  a  great  while  in  this  plight,  then  looking 
if  there  were  any  way  for  hir  to  goe  downe,  and  perceyuinge  none, 
she  renued  hir  weeping,  whose  minde  great  care  and  sorrow  did 
pierce  saying  thus  to  hir  selfe:  "  O  viihappy  wretch,  what  will  thy 
brethren  say,  thy  parents,  thy  neyghbors,  and  generally  all  they 
of  Florence,  when  they  shall  vnderstande  that  thou  hast  bene 
found  heere  naked  f  Thy  honesty  which  hitherto  hath  bene  neuer 
stayned,  shall  now  bee  blotted  with  the  stayne  of  shame,  yea,  and 
if  thou  were  able  to  finde  (for  reamedy  hereof)  any  matter  of  ex- 
cuse (sutch  as  might  be  founde)  the  wicked  scholler  (who  knoweth 
all  thy  doings)  will  not  suffer  thee  to  lye:  ah  miserable  wretch, 
that  in  one  houre's  space,  thou  hast  lost  both  thy  freende  and 
thyne  honour.  What  shall  become  of  thee  ?  Who  is  able  to  couer 
thy  shame  {"  When  she  had  thus  complayned  hirselfe,  hir  sorrowe 
was  not  so  great  as  shee  was  like  to  cast  hirselfe  headlong  downe 
from  the  toure:  but  the  sunne  being  already  risen,  she  approched 
neare  one  of  the  corners  of  the  walle,  espying  if  she  coulde  see  any 
boy  keeping  of  cattell,  that  she  might  send  him  for  hir  mayde. 
And  it  chaunced  that  the  scholler  which  lay  and  slept  in  couert, 
awaked,  one  espying  the  other,  the  scholler  saluted  hir  thus: 
"  Good  morow,  lady,  be  the  damsels  yet  come  f"  The  woman  seeing, 
and  hearing  him,  began  agayne  bitterly  to  weepe,  and  prayed  him 
to  come  vp  to  the  toure,  that  she  might  speake  with  him.  The 
scholler  was  thereunto  very  agreable,  and  she  lying  on  hir  belly 
vpon  the  terrasse  of  the  tower,  discouering  nothing  but  hir  head 
ouer  the  side  of  the  same,  sayd  vnto  him  weeping:  "  Rinieri, 
truly,  if  euer  I  caused  thee  to  endure  an  ill  night,  thou  art  now  well 
reuenged  on  me;  foralthough  it  be  the  monethof  luly,  I  thought 
(because  I  was  naked)  that  I  should  haue  frosen  to  death  this 
night  for  cold,  besides  my  great,  and  continuall  teares  for  the 
offence  which  I  haue  done  thee,  and  of  my  folly  forbeleeuing  thee, 
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ring  his  lady,  went  to  tlie  toure  to  see  wliat  was  become  of  hir 
id  sent  his  man  to  dinner,  that  had  eaten  nothing  all  that  day. 
The  gentlewoman  hearing  the  scholier,  repayred  so  feeble  and 
tormented  as  shee  was,  vnto  the  trap  doore,  and  sitting  vppon  the 
same,  pilyfully  weeping  began  to  say:  "  Rinieri,  thouart  beyonde 
measure  reuenged  on  me,  for  if  I  made  thee  freese  all  night  in 
mine  open  court,  thou  haste  tosted  me  today  vppon  this  toure, 
nay  rather  burnt  with  heate,  consumed  me:  and  besides  that,  to 
dye  and  sterue  for  hunger,  and  thirst.  Wherefore  I  pray  thee  for 
God's  sake  to  come  vp,  and  sith  my  heart  is  faynt  to  kill  my  selfe, 
I  pray  tliee  heartely  speedily  to  do  it.  For  aboue  all  things  I 
desire  to  dy,  so  great  and  bitter  is  the  torment  which  I  endure. 
And  if  thou  wilt  nut  shewe  me  that  fauor,  yet  cause  a  glasse  of 
water  to  be  brought  vnto  me,  that  I  may  moystenroy  mouth,  sith 
my  teares  bee  not  able  to  coole  the  same,  so  great  is  the  drouth 
and  heate  I  haue  within."  Wei  knew  the  scholier  by  hir  voyce, 
hir  weake  estate,  and  sawe  besides  the  most  part  of  hir  body  all 
tosted  with  the  sunne:  by  the  viewe  whereof,  and  humble  sute  of 
hir,  he  conceiued  a  little  pitty.  Notwythstanding  lie  aunsweared 
hir  in  this  wise:  "  Wicked  woman  thou  sbalt  not  dye  with  my 
hands,  but  of  thine  owne,  if  thou  desire  the  same,  and  so  mutch 
water  shalt  thou  haue  of  me  for  coolinge  of  thine  heate,  as 
dampned  Diues  had  in  bell  at  Lazarus  handes,  when  he  lifted  up 
bis  cry  to  Abraham,  holdinge  that  saued  wighte  within  his  blessed 
bosome,  or  as  1  had  fire  of  theeforeasing  of  ray  colde.  Thegreater 
is  my  griefe  that  the  vehemence  of  my  colde  must  be  cured  with 
the  heate  of  sutch  a  stincking  carion  beast,  and  thy  heute  healed 
with  the  coldnesse  of  most  soote  and  sauentus  water  distilled 
from  the  orient  rose.  And  where  I  was  in  daunger  to  loose  my 
limmes,  and  life,  thou  wilt  renew  thy  beauty  like  the  serpent  that 
asteth  his  skin  once  ayeare."  "  Oh  myseruble  wretch"  (sayd  the 
'Voman)  "  God  gieue  him  sutch  beauty  gotten  in  this  sorte,  that 
wisheth  me  sutch  cuiil.  But  (thou  more  cruell  than  any  other 
beast)  what  heart  haste  thou,  thus  like  a  tyraunte  to  deale  with 
me?  What  more  grieuous  payne  coulde  1  endure  of  tliee,  or  of 
any  other,  than  I  do,  if  I  had  killed,  and  done  to  death  thy  parents 
or  whole  race  of  thy  stocke  and  kin  with  most  cruell  torments. 
Truely  I  know  not  what  greater  tyranny  coulde  be  vsed  agaynst 
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se  if  mine  eyes  be  troubled  or  not,  to  view  thcc  breake  thy  necke. 
But  bicause  I  tiiiok  thou  wilt  not  do  nie  that  good  tumc,  I  say  if 
the  sunne  bejjin  to  vvatme  thee,  remember  the  cold  thou  uiadtst 
ine  suHer,  which  if  thou  canst  mingle  wilii  that  heat,  no  doubt 
thou  shuit  feele  the  same  more  temperate."  The  eomfortlesse 
woman  seeing  that  the  scholler's  words  tended  but  to  cruell  end, 
began  to  weepe  and  said  :  "  Now  then  sith  nothing  can  moue 
thee  to  lake  pity  for  my  sake,  at  lest  wise  for  the  loue  of  hir, 
whome  thou  saiest  to  be  of  better  di&cre  ion  than  I,  lake  souie 
compassion:  for  hir  sake  (I  say)  whome  thou  calleht  thy  friend, 
pardon  mee  and  bryng  hither  my  clothes  that  I  may  put  them  on, 
and  cause  me  if  il  pkuselliee  to  come  downe  from  hence."  Then  the 
scholler  began  to  luugh,  and  seing  that  it  was  n  good  while  past 
111.  of  the  clocke,  he  answered:  "  Well  go  to,  for  that  woman's 
sake  I  cannot  welsaynay,  or  refuse  thy  request,  tel  me  where  thy 
garments  be,  and  I  wyll  go  seke  them,  and  cause  ihee  to  come 
downe."  She  beleuing  hym,  was  some  what  comforted,  and  told 
hyin  the  place  wiiere  she  had  bestowed  them.  And  the  scholler 
going  out  of  the  luure,  commaunded  his  scruaunt  to  tarry  there, 
aud  to  take  heedc  that  none  went  in  vntil  he  came  aguine.  Then 
he  departed  to  one  of  hys  friends  houses,  where  he  wel  refresh(d 
bimselfe,  and  afterwards  when  he  thought  timq,  helayd  him  downe 
to  siepe.  A\  that  space  raistresse Helena  whjch  was  styll  vpon  the 
lourc,  and  recomforted  with  a  lyttle  foolish  hope,  sorrowfull  bc- 
yonde  measure,  began  to  sit  downe,  seeking  »ome  shadowed  place 
to  bestow  hir  selfe,  and  with  bitter  thoughts  and  heauy  eheare  in 
good  deuotion,  wayted  for  his  comming,  now  musing,  now  wepyng, 
then  iiopyng,  and  sodaynely  dispayring  the  scholler's  retourne  wy  th 
hir  clothes:  and  chaunging  from  one  thought  to  another,  like  one 
that  was  weary  of  truuel,  and  had  taken  uo  rest  al  the  nyght,  she 
fel  into  a  litle  slumbre.  But  the  sun  whyeh  was  passing  hote, 
being  aboute  noone,  glauoced  his  buruiug  beames  vpon  hir 
tender  body  and  bare  head,  with  sutch  force,  as  not  only  it  singed 
the  flesh  in  sight,  but  also  did  chip  and  parch  the  same  with  sutch 
rostiiig  heat,  as  she  which  soundly  slepte,  was  coubtrayned  to 
vake:  and  feling  that  raging  warmth,  desirous  somewhat  to  le- 
mouc  hir  btlf,  she  thought  in  turning  that  all  hir  tosted  flesh  had 
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his  liogges  runne  a  siray,  and  as  he  went  to  seeke  them  (a  little 
while  after  the  acholler's  departure)  he  approched  neare  the  toure 
looking  round  about  if  he  might  see  them.  In  the  busie  searche 
of  whom  hee  heard  the  miserable  playnt  that  the  vnhappy  woman 
made,  wherefore  so  loude  as  he  coulde,  he  cried  out:  "  Who 
weepelh  there  abouef"  The  woman  knew  the  voice  of  hir  man, 
and  calling  him  by  his  name,  shee  sayde  vnto  him :  "  Goe  home  I 
pray  thee  to  call  my  mayde  and  cause  her  to  come  vp  hither  vnto 
me."  The  fellow  knowing  his  mistresse  voice  sayd  vnto  hir: 
"  What  dame,  who  hath  borne  you  vp  so  hygh  ?  Your  mayde 
hath  sought  you  al  this  day,  and  who  would  haue  thought  to  finde 
you  there?"  He  then  taking  the  staues  of  the  ladder,  did  set  it  vp 
against  the  toure  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  bounde  the  steppes  that 
were  wanting,  with  fastenings  of  wyliowe  twigges,  and  sutch  like 
pliant  stuffe  as  he  could  finde.  And  at  that  instant  the  mayde 
came  thither,  who  so  soone  as  she  was  cntred  the  toure,  not  able 
to  forbeare  hir  voyce,  beating  hir  hands,  shee  began  to  crye: 
"  Alas  sweete  mistresse  where  be  you  f"  She  hearing  the  voyce  of 
hir  mayde  aunswered  so  well  as  shee  could  :  "  Ah  (sweete  wench) 
I  ara  heere  aboue,  cry  no  more,  but  bring  me  hither  my  clothes." 
When  the  mayde  heard  hir  speake,  by  and  by  for  ioy,  in  haste 
she  mounted  vp  the  ladder,  which  the  labourer  had  made  ready, 
and  with  his  heipe  gat  vp  to  ttie  terrasse  of  the  toure,  and  seeing 
hir  mystresse  resembling  not  a  humayne  body  but  rather  a  wodden 
faggot  halfe  consumed  with  fire,  all  weary  and  whithered,  lying 
a  long  Starke  naked  vppon  the  grounde,  she  began  with  hirnaylea 
to  wreke  the  griefe  vpon  hir  face,  and  wept  ouer  hir  with  sutch 
vehemency  as  if  she  had  beene  deade.  But  hir  dame  prayed  hir 
for  God's  sake  to  holde  hir  peace,  and  to  help  hir  to  make  hir 
ready:  and  vnderstanding  by  hir,  that  no  man  knewe  where  she 
was  become,  except  they  which  caried  home  hir  clothes,  and  the 
labourer  that  was  present  there,  shee  was  somewhat  recomforted, 
and  prayed  them  for  God's  sake  to  say  nothing  of  that  chaunce  to 
any  person.  The  laborer  after  mutch  talke,  and  request  to  his 
mistresse,  to  be  of  good  cheere,  when  shee  was  rysen  vp,  caried 
hir  downe  vpon  his  necke,  for  that  she  was  not  able  to  goe  so 
farre,  as  out  of  the  toure.  The  poore  mayde  which  came  behinde, 
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ought  to  be  taken  in  testing  with  a  scholler,  than  with  any  other 

common  person,  nor  well  remembring  how  they  doe  know  (not  all, 

I  say,  but  the  greatest  parte)  where  the  diuell  holdeth  his  tayle: 

and  therefore  take  heede  good   wyues,  and  wydowes,  how  you 

giue  your  selues  to  mockes  and  daliaunce,  specially  of  schollers. 

But  nowe  turne  we  to  another  wyddow  that  was  no  amorous  dame 

but  a  sober  matrone,  a  motherly  gentlewoman,  that  by  pitty, 

and  money  redeemed,  and  raunsomed  a  king's  sonne  out 

of  myseruble  captiuily,  that  was  vtterly  abandoned 

of  all  his  friends.  The  manner  and  meanes  how 

the  nouell  ensuing  shall 

shewe. 


CAMIOLA    AND    ROLAKDE. 


THE  THIRTY-SECOND  NOIELL. 

A  gtntlneoman  and  vydow  called  Camiola  of  hir  otcn  mindt  raun- 
iomed  Roland  thr  ki/ng'i  soMfit  of  Sid  Ha,  of  purpose  to  hauc  hitn 
to  litr  huthand,  nho  trhrn  he  aas  redeemed  viikiudli/  denied  hir, 
agaynst  trhom  very  eloquently  the  inueyed,  and  although  the  law 
proued  him  to  be  hir  hwiband,  yet  for  his  vnkindnes,  shee  vtterly 
refused  him. 


BvsA  a  gentlewomnn  of  Apulia,  ma3nietayncd  ten  thousande 
Kotnayne  souldiers  within  the  wallet  of  Cannas,  that  were  the  rem- 
nauntc  of  the  army  after  the  cuerthrow  there:  and  yet  hir  state 
of  rychesse  was  saulfe  and  nothynge  dimynisbed,  and  left  therby 
a  worthy  testimony  of  lyberality  as  Valerius  Maximus  afiirmetb. 
If  this  worthy  woman  Busa  for  liberality  is  commended  byaan- 
cient  authors:  if  shedeserue  a  monument  amongs  famous  wry ters 
for  that  splendent  vertue  which  so  brightly  blasoneth  the  heroicall 
natures  of  noble  dames,  then  may  I  bee  so  bolde  amonges  these 
noueU  to  bring  in  (as  it  were  by  the  hand)  a  wyddow  of  Messina, 
that  was  a  gentlewoman  borne,  adorned  with  passing  beauty  and 
vertues.  Amongs  the  rancke  of  which  hir  comely  qualities,  the 
vertue  of  liberality  glistered  lyke  the  morninge  starre  after  the 
night  hath  cast  of  his  darke  and  cloudy  manteli.  This  genllewomaa 
remayning  in  wyddowes  state,  and  hearing  tell  that  one  of  the 
sunnes  of  Federickc,  and  brother  to  Peter  that  was  then  king  of 
the  sayd  ilande  called  Rolande,  was  caried  prysoner  to  Maples, 
and  there  kept  in  miserable  cnptiuity,  and  not  like  to  bee  redeemed 
by  his  brother  for  a  displeasure  conceyued,  nor  by  any  other, 
pittying  the  state  of  the  young  gentleman,  and  mooued  by  hir 
gentle,  and  couragious  disposition,  and  specially  with  the  ver- 
tue of  liberality,  raunsomcd  the  sayd  Rolande,  and  craued  no  other 
interest  or  vsury  for  the  same,  but  him  to  husband,  that  ought 
upon  his  knees  to  haue  made  sute  to  be  hir  slaue  and  seniauote 
for  respect  of  his  miserable  state  of  imprisonment.  An  afliaunce 
betweene  them  was  concluded,  and  he  redeemed,  and  when  hee 
was  returned,  hee  falsed  his  former  faytb,  and  cared  not  for  hir: 
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for  which  vnkiade  part,  she  before  his  frends  inueyeth  agaytibt 
that  ingratitude,  and  vtterly  forsaketh  him,  when  (sore  ashamed) 
hee  would  very  fayne  haue  recouered  hir  good  wil.  But  she  like 
a  wise  gentlewoman  well  waying  his  inconstant  mynde  before 
marriage,  lusted  not  to  taste  or  put  in  proofe  the  fruicts  and  suc- 
cesse  thereof.  The  intire  discourse  of  whom  you  shall  briefly  and 
presently  vnderstand.  Camiola  a  widow  of  the  city  of  Siena,  the 
daughter  of  a  gentle  knight  called  Signor  Lorenzo  Toringo,  was 
a  woman  of  great  renoume  and  fame  for  hir  beauty  liberality  and 
shamefastnesse,  and  led  a  life  in  Massina,  (an  auacient  citty  of 
Sicile)  no  lesse  commendable  than  famous,  in  the  company  of  liir 
parentes,  contenting  hirsetf  wyth  one  only  husbandc,  while  she 
lined,  which  was  in  the  lyme  when  Federick  the  thirde  was  kyng  of 
that  isle:  And  after  their  death  she  was  an  heyre  of  very  great 
wealth  and  ritchesse,  which  were  alwayes  by  hirconscrued  and 
kept  in  maruellous  honest  sort.  Nowe  it  chaunced  that  after  the 
death  of  Federick,  Peter  succeedinge  by  his  commaundemcnt,  a 
great  army  by  sea  was  equipped  from  Messina,  vnder  the  conduct 
of  Ihon  countce  of  Chiaramonte,  (the  most  rcnouracd  in  those 
dayes  in  feats  of  warre,)  for  to  ayde  the  people  of  Lippary,  which 
were  so  strongly  and  earnestly  besieged,  as  they  were  almost  alldead 
and  consumed  for  hunger.  In  this  army,  ouer  and  besides  lliose 
that  were  in  pay,  many  barons  and  gentlemen  willingly  went  vpon 
their  own  proper  costes,  and  charges,  as  well  by  sea  as  lande,onely 
for  fame,  and  to  be  renoumed  in  armes.  This  castell  of  Lippari 
wasassaultcd  by  Godefrey  of  Squilatio  a  valiaunt  man,  and  at  that 
time  admiral  to  Robert  kyng  of  lerusalem,  and  Sicile:  Which 
Godefrey  by  lung  siege  and  assault,  had  so  famished  the  people 
within,  as  dayly  he  hoped  they  would  surrender.  But  hauing 
aduertisement  (by  certayne  Brigandens  which  he  had  sentabroade 
to  scour  the  seas)  that  the  enimits  army  (which  was  farre  greater 
than  his)  was  at  hand,  after  that  he  had  assetnbled  all  his  nauy 
togeather  in  one  sure  place,  he  expected  the  euent  of  fortune. 
The  enimie-  so  soone  as  th<y  were  seased  and  possessed  of  the 
place,  without  any  resistaunce  of  the  places  abandoned  by  Gode- 
frey, caried  into  the  citty  at  their  pleasure  all  their  victuailes, 
which   they    brought  wyth  them,    for  which  good  happe  and 
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tnavnc  standerd  was  taken.  And  in  the  ende,  the  castell  being 
rendred  after  long  voyages,  and  great  fortunes  by  sea,  they  were 
alchayned,  caried  to  Naples  and  there  imprisoned.  Ainongs  those 
prisoners,  there  was  a  certayne  gentleman  called  Rowlande,  the 
natural!  sonne  of  king  Fedi-rick  deceased,  a  yong  prince  very 
comely  and  valyautit.  Who  not  being  redetmed,  laried  alone  in 
prison  very  sorrowful!  to  see  al!  others  discharged  after  tliey  had 
payd  their  raunsome  and  himselfe  not  to  have  wherewith  to  fur- 
nish the  same.  For  king  Pietro  (to  whom  the  care  of  hitn  apper- 
layned  by  reason  hee  was  his  brother),  for  that  his  warres  had  no 
belter  successe,  and  done  contrary  to  his  commauMdement,con- 
ceyued  displeasure  so  wel  agaynst  him,  as  all  others  which  were 
at  that  battell.  Nowe  hee  then  being  prisoner  without  liope  of 
any  liberty,  by  meanes  of  the  dampishe  pry  son,  and  his  feete 
clogged  with  yrons,  grewe  to  bee  sickeand  feeble.  It  chaunced 
by  fortune,  that  Camiola  remembred  him,  and  seeing  him  forsa- 
ken of  his  brethren,  iiad  compassyoa  vppon  hismissehappeinsutcli 
wise,  as  she  purposed  (if  honestly  she  might  doe  the  same)  to  set 
bym  at  liberty.  For  l!ie  accomplishment  whereof  without  preiu- 
diceof  hir  honour,  shesavve  none  other  wayes  but  to  take  him  to 
husband.  Wherefore  shee  sent  diuers  vnto  him  secretely,  to  con- 
ferre  if  he  would  come  forth  vpon  that  condition,  whercun  to  he  wil- 
lingly' agreed.  And  performing  ech  due  ceremonie,  vnder  pro- 
mised faith,  vpon  the  gift  of  a  ring  willingly  by  a  deputy  espoused 
Camiola,  who  with  so  mutch  diligence  as  she  could,  payed  two 
thousand  crownes  for  his  ransome,  and  by  that  meanes  he  was 
deliuerd.  When  he  was  retourned  to  Messina,  he  repayred  not 
to  !)is  wyfe,  but  fared  as  though  titere  had  neuer  bene  any  sutcli 
talke  beetwene  theym:  whereof  at  the  bcgytininge  Camiola  very 
mutch  maruelled,  and  afterwardes  knowinge  his  vnkindenesse 
was  greatly  offended  in  hir  heart  against  him.  Notwithstanding 
to  the  cntent  she  might  not  seeme  to  be  grieucd  witltout  reason, 
before  she  proceded  any  further,  caused  him  louingly  to  be  talked 
withal,  and  to  be  exhorted  by  folowing  his  promyse  to  consum- 
mate the  niariage:  and  seeing  that  he  denied  euer  any  sutch  con- 
tract to  be  made,  she  caused  him  to  be  summoned  before  the 
ecclesiastical!  iudge,  by  whome  sentence  was  giuen  that  hee  was 
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what  thine  enimies  ought  to  feare.  I  have  lost  my  moaey,  thou 
thy  good  name :  I  haue  lost  the  hope  which  I  had  of  thee,  thou 
the  i'auour  of  the  kinge,  and  of  thy  brethren  :  I  the  expectation 
of  my  mariage,  than  a  true  and  constant  wife :  I  the  fruits  of 
charity,  thou  the  gayne  of  amity :  I  an  vnfaythfuli  husband, 
tliou  s  most  pure  and  loyall  wyfe.  Now  the  gentlewomen  of 
Sicilia  doe  maruayle  at  my  magnificence,  and  beauty,  and  by 
prayses  aduaunce  the  same  vp  into  the  heauens  :  and  contrary- 
wise  euery  of  them  doe  mock  thee,  and  deeme  thee  to  be  infa- 
mous. The  renoumed  wryters  of  ech  countrey  will  place  me 
amongs  the  ranke  of  the  noblest  dames,  where  thou  shalt  be  depres- 
sed, and  throwne  downe  amonges  the  heapes  of  moste  vnkynde. 
True  it  is,  that  I  am  somewhat  deceyued  by  deliuering  out  of 
pryson,  a  yong  man  of  royall,  and  noble  race,  in  steede  of  whom 
I  have  redeemed  a  rascal!,  a  lier,  a  falsifier  of  his  faith,  and  a 
cruell  beast :  and  take  heede  hardily  how  thou  do  greatly  esteme 
thyselfe,  and  I  wish  thee  not  to  think  that  I  was  moued  to  draw 
thee  out  of  pryson,  and  take  thee  to  husbande  for  the  good  qua- 
lities that  were  in  thee,  but  for  the  memory  of  auncient  benefits 
which  my  father  receyued  of  thine  (if  Federick,  a  king  of  most 
sacred  remembraunce  were  thy  father,  for  I  can  scarsly  beleene, 
that  a  Sonne  so  dishonest  should  proceede  from  so  noble  a  gen- 
tleman as  was  that  famous  prince.)  I  know  well  thou  thinkest 
that  it  was  an  vnworthy  thing,  that  a  widow  not  being  of  the  royal 
bloud  should  have  to  husband,  the  sonne  of  a  kinge,  so  strong 
and  of  so  goodly  personage,  which  1  willingly  confesse:  but  I 
would  haue  thee  a  little  to  make  me  aunswere  (at  the  least  wise 
if  thou  canst  by  reason)  when  I  payd  so  great  a  sum  of  money  to 
deliuer  thee  from  bondage  and  captiuity,  where  was  then  the  nobi- 
lity of  thy  royall  race?  Where  was  thy  force  of  youth?  And 
where  thy  beauty  i  If  not  that  they  were  closed  up  in  a  terrible 
pryson,  where  thou  wast  detayned  in  bitter  griefe,  and  sorrowe, 
and  there  with  those  naiurall  qualities,  couered  also  in  obscure 
darknesse,  that  compassed  thee  round  about.  The  ill  fauoured 
noyse  and  iangling  of  thy  chaines,  the  deformity  of  thy  face 
forced  for  lack  of  light,  and  the  stench  of  the  infected  prison  that 
prouoked  sicknesse,  and  the  forsaking  of  thy  frends,  had  quite  de- 
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indued  and  put  on  a  royall  heart  anil  inuoners,  that  is  able  to  get, 
and  purchase  royall  nobility:  but  wherefore  doe  I  multiply  so 
many  wordes  ?  No,  no,  I  will  be  very  facile,  and  easie  in  that 
wherein  thou  haste  ben  to  me  so  difficult  and  hard  by  resisting 
the  same  with  all  thy  power.  Thou  haste  refused  heretofore  to  be 
mine,  and  hauing  vanquished  thee,  to  be  sutch,  franckly  of  myne 
owne  accorde,  I  doe  graunt  that  thou  art  not.  Abide  (on  God's 
name)  with  thy  royall  nobility,  neucrthelesse  defiled  with  the  spot 
of  infidelity.  Make  mutch  of  thy  youthly  lustincsse,  and  of  thy 
transitory  beauty,  and  I  shal  be  contented  with  my  wyddow  appa- 
rell,  and  shall  leaue  the  riches  which  God  hath  geuen  me  to  heyres 
more  honest  than  tiiose  that  might  bauc  come  of  thee.  Auaunt 
thou  wycked  yong  man,  and  silh  thou  art  coumpied  to  be  vnwor- 
thy  of  me,  learne  with  thine  own  ex|>erience,  by  what  subtilly 
and  guiles  thou  maiest  betray  other  dames,  suffiseth  it  for  me  to 
be  once  deceyued.  And  I  for  my  parte  fully  determine  neuer  to 
tary  longer  with  thee,  but  rather  chastly  to  lyue  without  husband, 
which  lyfe  I  deeme  farre  more  excellent  than  with  thy  match 
continually  to  be  coupled."  After  slice  had  spoken  these  words, 
shee  departed  from  him,  and  from  that  time  forth,  it  was  impos- 
sible eyther  by  prayers,  or  admonitions  to  cause  hir  chaunge  hir 
holy  intent.  But  Rowland  al  confused,  repenting  himselfe  to  late 
if  hys  ingratitude,  blamed  of  cch  man,  his  eyes  fixed  vpon  the 
rounde,  auoyding  not  oucly  the  presence  of  his  brethren,  but  of 
all  sorts  of  people,  dayly  led  from  that  time  forth,  a  most  miserable 
life,  and  ncuer  durst  liy  reason  to  demaunde  liir  againe  to  wife, 
whom  he  had  by  disloyalty  refused.  The  king  and  the  other 
barons,  marueyling  of  the  noble  heart  of  the  lady,  singularly 
commended  hir,  and  exalted  hir  prayses  vp  into  the  skyes, 
vncertayne  neucrtlielesse  wherein  shee  was  most  worthy  of  prayse, 
eyther  for  that  (contrary  to  the  couetous  nature  of  women)  she 
had  raunsomed  a  yong  man  with  so  great  a  summe  of  money, 
or  else  after  she  had  deliuered  him,  and  sentence  gicuen  that  he 
was  hir  husbandc,  she  so  couragiously  refused  him,  as  an  vnkinde 
man,  vnworihy  of  hir  company.  But  leaue  we  for  a  tyme,  to 
taike  of  wydowesj  and  let  vs  see  what  the  captayne,  and  Jieute- 
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Great  cruelties  chaunced  to  the  Lords  of  Nocera,  for  adultry  by  one 
ofthetn  commuted  with  the  caplayne's  wiffe  of  the  forte  of  that 
cittif,  with  an  enterprise  moued  by  the  cuptaine  to  the  cittyzem  of 
the  same  for  rebellion,  and  the  good  and  dutyfuU  aunswere  of 
them :  Tcith  other  pityf'ull  eucnts  rysing  of  that  notable  and  outra- 
gious  vyce  ofwlwredom. 

The  furious  rage  of  a  husband  offended  for  the  chastity  violated 
in  his  wyfe,  surpasseth  all  other,  and  ingendreth  maUice  agaynst 
the  doer  whatsoeuer  he  be.     For  if  a  gentleman,  or  one  of  good 
nature,  cannot  abyde  an  other  to  doe  him  any  kinde  of  displeasure, 
and  mutch  lesse  to  hurt  him  in   hys  body,  how  is  he  able  to  en- 
dure to  haue  his  honour  touched,  specially  in  that  part  which  is 
so  neere  vnto  iiim  as  his  owne  soule  ?     Man,  and  wyfe  being  as 
it  were  one  body  and  one  will,  wherein  men  of  good  judgement 
cannot  well  like  the  opinion  of  those  which  say  that  the  honour 
of  a  lusty  and  couragious  person  dependeth  not  vpon  the  fault  of 
a  foolish  woman :  for  if  that  wer  true  which  they  so  lightly  vaunt, 
I  would  demaund  why   they   be   so  animated   and  angry  against 
them  which  adonie  their  head  with   braunched  homes,  the  en- 
signes  of  a  cuckolde:  and  truely  nature  hath  so  well  prouided  in 
that  behalfe,  as  the  very  sauage  beastes  doe  light,  and  suffer 
death  for  sutch  honest  jealousie.     Yet  will  I  not  prayse,  but  ra- 
ther accuse  aboue  al  faulty  men,  those  that  be  so  fondly  jealous, 
as  eche  thinge  troubling  their  mindes,  be  afrayde  of  the  flyes 
very  shadowe  that  buzze  about  their  faces.     For  by  payning  and 
molestinge  theymselues  with  a  thing  that  so  little  doth  please  and 
content  them,  vntill  manifest,  and  euident  proofe  appeare,  they 
display  the  folly  of  tlieir  minde's  imperfection,  and  the  weake- 
nesseof  their  fantasy.     But  where  the  fault  is  knowne,  and  the 
vyce  discoucred,  where  the   husbande  sccth  himselfc  to  receyuc 
damage  in  the  soundest  part  of  his  moueabie  goods,  reason  it  is 
that  he  therein  be  aduised  by  timely  deliberation  and  sage  fore- 
sight, rather  than  with   headlong    fury,  and  raging  rashnesse 
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/inde  cause  of  repentaunce,  and  by  desire  to  repayre  his  offense 
augment  his  fault,  sinne  being  so  prompt  and  ready  in  man,  as 
the  crime  which  might  bee  coucred  with  certayne  iustice,  and 
coloured  by  some  lawe  or  righteous  cause,  makelh  him  many 
lymes  to  fall  into  detestable  vice  and  synne,  so  contrary  to  raild- 
oesse  and  modesty,  as  the  very  tyraunts  themselues  woulde  abhorre 
sutch  wickednesse.  And  to  the  ende  that  I  do  not  trouble  you 
with  allegation  of  infinite  numbres  of  examples,  seruing  to  this 
purpose,  ne  render  occasion  of  tediousncs  for  you  to  reuoltie  so 
many  bookes,  I  am  contented  for  this  present,  to  bring  in  place 
an  hystory  so  oucr  cruell,  as  the  cause  was  not  mutch  vnreasona- 
ble,  if  duty  in  the  one  had  bene  considered,  and  rage  in  the  other 
bridled  and  foreseene,  who  madly  murthered  and  offended  those 
that  were  nothing  guilty  of  the  facte,  that  touched  him  so  neare. 
And  although  that  these  be  mutters  of  loue,  yet  the  reader  ought 
not  to  bee  grieued  nor  take  ineuill  parte,  that  we  bee  still  in  that 
argument.  For  we  doe  not  hereby  goe  about  to  erect  a  schooie- 
house  of  loue,  or  to  teachc  youth  the  wanton  toyes  of  the  same. 
But  rather  bryng  forth  these  examples  to  withdraw  tlie  plyant, 
and  tender  age  of  this  our  time,  from  the  pursuite  of  like  follies, 
which  may  (were  they  not  in  this  sort  warned)  ingender  lyke  ef- 
fects that  these  our  hystoryes  do  recounipt,  and  whereof  you 
shall  bee  partakers  b}'  reading  the  discourse  that  followeth.  Yee 
must  than  vnderstand,  that  in  the  time  that  Braccio  Montone, 
and  Sforza  Attendulo  florished  in  Italy,  and  were  the  chiefest  of 
the  Italian  men  of  warre,  there  were  three  lords  and  brethren 
which  held  vnder  their  authority  and  puissaunce  Foligno,  Nocera, 
andTreuio,  parcell  of  the  dukedome  of  Spoleto,  who  gouerned  so 
louingly  their  landes  together,  as  without  diuision,  they  mayne- 
tayned  themselues  in  great  estate,  and  lyued  in  brotherly  concorde. 
The  name  of  the  eldest  of  these  three  iordes  was  Nicholas,  the  second 
Csesar,  the  yongcst  Conrade,  gentle  personages,  wise  and  wel  be- 
loued  so  well  of  the  noble  men  their  neygb hours,  as  also  of  the 
cittyzens  that  were  vnder  their  obeysaunce,  who  in  the  ende, 
shewed  greater  loyalty  towards  them,  than  those  that  had  sworne 
their  fay  th,  and  had  gieuen  pleadges  for  confirmation,  as  yee  shal 
perceyue  by  reading  what  insueth.  It  chaunced  that  the  eldest 
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forget  my  duty,  and  abuse  the  promise  mode  vnto  my  husband, 
for  1  sweare  vnto  you  (sir)  by  God,  that  I  haue  more  forced  my 
thought,   and  of  long  time  haue  constrayned  mine  appetites  ia 
disiiembling  theloue  that  1  beare  yuu,  tlian  1  haue  receiued  plea- 
sure, by  knowing  my  seJfe  to  be  beioued  by  one  agreeable  to  mine 
aH'ection.     For  which  cause  you  shall  finde  me  (being  but  a  poore 
gentlewoman)  more  ready  to  do  your  pleasure,  and  to  be  at  jour 
Gommaundement,  than  any  other  that  liueth  be  shee  of  greater 
port,  and  regarde  than  i  am.     And  uho  to  satisfie  your  request, 
sbal  one  day  sacrifice  that  fidelity  to  the  iealous  fury  of  liir  hus- 
band ''     "  God  defend"  (sayd  the  yong  lord)  "  for  we  shal  be  so 
discrete  in  our  doings,  and  so  seldomc  communicate,  and  talke 
togeather,  as  itnpossibte  for  any  man  to  discry  the  same.     But  if 
mishap  will  haue  it  so,  and  that  some  ill  lucke  doe  discouer  our 
dealiog-i,  I  haue  shift  of  wayes  to  coloure  it,  and  power  to  stop 
the  mouthes  of  ihem  that  dare  presume  to  clatter  and  haue  to  do 
with  our  priuate  conference."     "  All  that  I  know  wel  inough  sir" 
(sayd  she)  "  but  it  it  great  simplicity  in  sutch  thinges  for  a  man 
to  trust  to  his  authority,  the  furced  inhibition  whereof  shall  pro- 
uoke  more  babble,  than  rumor  is  able  to  spreade  for  all  his  tattling 
talk  of  our  secret  follies.     Moreouer  1  would  be  very  glad   to  do 
what  pleaseth  you   so  the  same  may  be  without  slaunder.     For  I 
had  rather  dy,  than  any  should  take  vs  in  our   priuities  and  fami- 
lier  pastimes:   let  vb  be  contented  with  the  pleasure  thai  the  ease 
of  our  ioy  may  graunt,  and  not  with  sutch   contentation  as  shal 
ofTerid  vs,  by  blotting  tlicclerenesse  of  ourgood  names."  Conclud- 
ing then  the  timeof  their  new  acquayntaunce,  which  was  the  next 
day  at  noone,  when  the  lieutenaunt  did  waike  into  thecitty,  they 
ceaaed  their  tiilke  for  feare  of  his  enieruiew.     Who  (upon  his  re- 
tourne)  doing  reuerence  vnto  his  lord,  tolde  him  that  hee  knewe 
where  a  wihie  boare  di'l  Itaunte,  if  it  pleased  him  to  see  the  pas- 
time.    Whereunto  the  lord  Nicholas fayned  louingly  to  gieuecare 
(although  agaynst  his  will)  for  so  mutch  as  hee  thought  the  same 
buntmLie  should   be  a  delay    for  certayne  dayes  to  the  enioying, 
(pretended  and  assured)  of  his  beioued.  But  she  that  was  so  mutch 
or  more  esprysed  with  the  raging  and  iniollerable  fire  of  loue, 
ipeedily  found  meanes  lo  satisfie  hir  louer's  sute,  but  not  in  sutch 


delightes  of  those  two  louers,  made  the  husband  to  doubt  of  tliat 
which  hee  would  haue  dissembled,  if  lionor  could  so  easily  beloste 
wjthoute  reproch,  as  bloud  is  shed  without  peryll  of  lyfe,  but  the 
matter  being  so  cleare,  as  the  fault  was  euideiit,  specyally  in  the 
party  which  touched  hicn  so  neare  as  hymselfe,  the  lieuetetiauut 
before  he  would  enterpryse  any  thing,  and  declare  what  bethought 
desired  throughly  to  bee  resolued  of  that  whych  hee  sawe  as  it 
were  but  in  a  cloude,  and  by  reason  of  hys  conceyued  opynion 
hee  dealt  so  warely  and  wisely  in  those  affaires,  and  was  so  subtil 
an  espiall,  as  one  day  when  the  louers  were  at  theyr  game,  and  in 
their  most  straite  and  secrete  embrucements,  he  viewed  tliera  cou- 
pled with  other  leash,  than  he  would  haue  wished,  andcoHed  with 
straighter  bands  then  rea^sun  or  hooesty  did  permit.  He  saw 
with  out  beeing  scene,  wherein  he  felt  a  ceriaine  ease  and  con- 
tentment, for  being  assured  of  that  he  doubted,  and  purposed  to 
ordeyne  a  sowre  refection  after  their  delightsome  banket,  the  sim- 
ple louers  ignoraunt  by  signe  or  coniecture,  that  their  enterpryses 
were  dyscouered.  And  truely  it  had  ben  more  tollerable  and 
lesse  hurteful  for  the  lieuetenaunte,  if  euen  llien  hee  had  perpe- 
trated his  vengeauuce,  and  punyshedthem  for  theyr  wyckednesse, 
than  to  vse  the  cruelty  wherewith  afierwardes  he  blotted  his 
renoume,  and  foyled  his  hands  by  Bedleui  rage  in  the  innocent 
bloud  of  those  that  were  not  priuye  to  the  foJly,  and  lesse  guilty 
of  the  wronge  don  vnto  him.  Now  the  captain  of  the  castel  for 
al  his  dissimulation  in  couering  of  his  griefe,  and  his  fellony  and 
treason  intended  against  his  soueraigne  lord,  which  he  desired 
not  yet  manifestly  to  appeare,  was  not  able  any  more  from  that 
time  forth  to  speake  so  louingly  vnto  hiui,  nor  with  sutch  respect 
and  reuerence  as  he  did  before,  which  caused  his  wife  thus  to  say 
vnto  hir  louer:  "  .My  lord  1  doubt  very  mutch  least  my  husband 
doth  perceiue  these  our  common  practizes,  and  secrete  familiar 
dealings,  and  that  he  hath  some  hammer  working  in  his  heade,  by 
reason  uf  thecountenaunce,  and  vncheareful  en tertaynement  which 
he  sheweth  to  your  lordship,  wherefore  myne  aduyse  is,  that  you 
retire  for  a  certaine  tyme  to  Foligno.  In  the  meane  space  I  wil 
marke  and  espye  if  that  his  alteration  be  conceiued  for  any  matter 
against  vs,  and  wherefore  his  wonted  lookes  haue  put  oa  this  new 
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alteration  and  chaunge.  All  which  when  I  baue  (hy  mr  espial 
and  secret  practize  sounded)  I  will  spedily  aduerti»e  you,  to  the 
end  that  you  may  provide  for  the  »auegard  of  yonr  faithfuW  and 
loaing  seruaunt."  The  young  lord,  who  loued  ilie  gentlewoman 
vyth  al  his  heart,  was  attached  with  so  great  gryefe,  and  drjuen 
into  sutch  rage  by  hearyng  those  wycked  ncwes,aseuen  presently 
lie  woulde  haue  knowne  of  hys  lieuetenaunt,  the  cause  of  hii 
dys wonted  cbeare.  But  weyghing  the  good  adnyse  whycb  his 
woman  hod  giuen  him,  paused  vppon  the  same,  and  promysed 
hir  to  doe  what  she  thought  best.  By  reason  whereof,  gyuynge 
warnyng  to  his  Seruantes  for  hys  departure,  he  caused  the  iyeoete- 
naonte  to  be  called  before  him,  vnto  whome  hee  sayde:  "  Cap- 
tayne,  I  bad  thougbte  for  (;ertayne  dayes  to  sporte  and  passe  my 
tyme,  but  hearing  tell  that  the  duke  of  Camarino  commeth  to 
Foligno,  to  debate  with  vs  of  matters  of  importaunce,  I  am  con- 
strained to  departe,  and  do  pray  you  in  the  raeaae  time  to  baoe 
good  regard  vnto  our  affaires,  and  if  any  newes  doe  chaunce  to 
aduertise  the  same  wyth  all  expedytion."  "  Sir"  (sayd  the  cap- 
tayne)  "  I  am  sorrye  that  now  when  our  passetime  of  hunting 
myght  yelde  some  good  recreation  rnto  your  honour,  that  voo 
doe  thus  forsake  vs,  notwithstandyng  sith  it  is  your  good  piea- 
sure,  we  will  cease  the  chase  of  the  wylde  bore  till  your  retoume. 
In  the  meane  time,  I  will  make  ready  the  courdes  and  tramelles, 
that  vppon  yourcomming,  nothing  want  for  the  fbmiture  of  our 
sport."  The  lord  Nicholas,  seeing  his  lieuetenaunl  so  pleassDntlr 
disposed,  and  so  litle  bent  to  choller,  or  iealous  fantasie,  w,is 
persuaded,  that  some  other  toy  had  rather  occupyed  his  miude, 
than  any  suspition  betweene  his  wife  and  hym.  But  the  sabtyll 
husband  searched  other  meanes  to  be  reuenged,  than  by  kyliing 
him  alone,  of  whom  he  receyued  that  dishonour,  and  was  more 
craftie  to  enterpryse,  and  more  hardie  to  execute,  ilian  the  louers 
were  wyse  or  well  aduised  to  preuent  and  wythstande  hissleightes 
and  pollicies.  And  albeit  that  the  wyfe  (after  thedepartureof  hir 
fryend)  assayed  todrawe  from  him  thecauseof  his  altered  cheare 
ycl  coulde  shee  neuer  learne,  that  hir  husband  had  any  ill  opinion 
of  theyr  loue.  For  so  many  tymes  as  talke  was  moued  of  the 
lord   Nicholas,  hee  exalted  his  prayse  vp  into  the  beauens,  and 
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commended  hym  aboue  all  his  brethren.  All  whych  hee  dyd  lo 
begujie  the  pollycies  of  hir,  whome  he  saw  to  blush,  and  many 
times  chaunge  colour,  when  she  heard  him  spoken  of,  to  whom 
she  bare  better  affection  than  to  hir  husband,  vnto  whom  (in  very 
dede)  she  did  owe  the  faith  and  integritie  of  hir  body.  This  was 
the  very  toile  which  be  had  laid  to  intrap  those  amorous  persons 
and  purposed  to  rid  the  world  of  them  by  thatmeanes,  toremoue 
from  before  his  eyes,  the  shame  of  a  cuckolde's  title,  and  to  reuenge 
the  iniurie  don  to  liis  reputation.  The  mistresse  of  the  castel 
seeynge  that  hir  husband  (as  shee  thought)  by  no  meanes  did 
vnderstande  hir  follies,  desired  to  continue  the  pleasure,  which 
either  of  them  desired,  and  which  made  the  third  to  die  of  phrenesie, 
wrote  to  tlie  lord  Nicholas,  the  letter  that  followeth. 

"  My  lord,  the  feare  I  had,  that  my  husband  should  perceyueour 
loue,  caused  metointreat  you  certainedayes  past,  to  discontinue 
for  a  time,  the  frequentution  of  your  owne  house,  whereby  I  am 
not  little  grieued,  that  contrary  to  my  wil,  I  am  defrauded  of  your 
presence,  which  is  far  more  pleasaunt  vnto  me,  than  my  husband's 
flatteries,  who  ceaseth  not  contynually  to  talke  of  the  honest 
behauiour,  and  commendable  qualy  ties  that  be  in  you,  and  is  sorry 
for  your  departure,  bicause  he  feareth  that  you  mislyke  youre 
entertaincment,  whych  should  be(sayth  he)  sogr3'euousandnoy- 
sonie  vnto  him,  as  death  it  selfe.  Wherefore,  I  pray  you  sir,  if  it 
be  possible,  and  that  your  affayres  doe  suffer  you,  to  come  hither 
lo  the  end  I  may  enioy  your  amyable  presence,  and  vsc  the 
liberty  that  our  good  hap  hath  prepared,  through  the  litle  iealosie 
of  my  husband  your  lieuetenaunt:  who  1  suppose  before  it  be  long 
wil  intreat  you,  so  great  is  his  desire  to  make  you  passetime  of 
hunting  within  your  owne  land  and  territory.  Fayle  not  then  to 
come  I  beseech  you,  and  we  wyll  so  well  consider  thegouernment 
of  our  affaires,  as  the  best  sighted  shall  not  once  discry  the  least 
suspicion  iherot,  recommending  my  selfe  most  humbly  (after  the 
best  maner  I  can)  to  your  good  lordship." 

This  letter  wasdeliucred  to  alackey  to  beare  to  the  lord  Nicholas, 
and  not  so  priuily  done,  but  the  lieutenaunC  i  in  mediately  espied 
the  deceipt  which  the  sooner  wasdisciphred,  for  so  mutch  as  he 
dayely  lay  in  way  te  lo  find  the  meanes  to  reuenge  the  wrong  done 
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bounds  of  reason,  and  maa  is  so  deuoyd  of  wyts,  by  seeing  the 
blot  of  defamation,  to  lyght  vpon  him,  as  he  seeketh  all  meanes 
to  hurt  and  displease  him  that  polluteth  his  renoume.  All  the 
race  of  the  Tarquines  for  lyke  fact  were  banyshed  Rome,  for  the 
onely  brute  whereof,  the  husband  of  the  faire  rauished  wife,  was 
constrayned  to  auoid  tlie  place  of  his  natiuity.  Paris  alone 
violated  the  body  of  Meiielaus,  the  Lacedemonian  kyng,  but  for 
reucnge  of  the  rauyshed  Greeke,  not  onely  the  glory  and  rychesse 
of  stately  Troy,  but  also  the  most  parte  of  Asia  and  Europa,  was 
ouertourned  and  defaced,  if  credyte  may  be  gyutn  to  the  recordes 
of  the  auncyent.  So  in  this  fact  of  the  lieuetennunt,  the  lord 
Nicholas  alone,  liad  polluted  his  bed,  but  the  reuenge  of  the  cruel 
man  extended  furth(.r,and  liis  fury  raged  so  farre,  as  the  guiltlesse 
were  in  grcate  daunger  to  beare  the  penaunce,  which  shall  be 
well  perceiued  by  the  discourse  that  foloweth.  Thecaptaine  thea 
bauing  sent  bis  message,  and  beyng  sure  of  his  intent  (no  lesse 
than  if  he  already  had  the  brethren  within  his  hold,  vpou  the 
point  to  couple  them  together  with  his  wife,  to  send  ihem  alt  ia 
pilgrimage  to  visite  the  faithfull  sorte,  that  blason  their  loues  in  an 
other  worlde,  with  Dydo,  Phyllis,  and  sutch  like,  that  more  for 
dispayre  than  loue,  bee  passed  the  straictcs  of  death)  caused  to  be 
called  before  him  in  a  secrete  place,  al  the  souldiers  of  the  fort, 
and  sutch  as  with  whomehe  was  sure  to  preuayle,  to  whom  not 
without  sheading  forth  some  teares,  in  heauie  counlenaunce,  he 
spake  in  this  manor:  "  My  companions  and  fryends,  I  doubt  not 
but  yee  bee  abashed  to  see  me  wrapt  in  so  heauy  plyght,  and 
appeare  in  this  forme  before  you  (that  is  to  say)  bewept,  heauy, 
panting  with  sighes,  and  all  contrary  to  my  custome,  in  other 
state  and  maner,  than  my  courage  and  degree  requyre.  But  when 
ye  shall  vnderstaiid  the  cause  I  am  assured  that  the  case  whych 
seemeth  straunge  to  you,  shall  be  thought  iust  and  ryght  and  so 
will  perfourme  the  thing  wherein  I  shall  employe  you.  Ye  knowe 
that  the  first  point  that  a  gentleman  ought  to  regarde,  consisteth 
not  onely  in  repelling  the  iniury  done  vnto  the  body,  but  rather  it 
behoueth  that  the  fight  begin  for  the  defense  of  hit  honor,  which 
is  a  thinge  that  proceedeth  from  the  minde,  and  resorteth  to  the 
body,   as  the   instrument  to  worke  that  which  the  spyryte  ap- 
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sny  breath  of  life  remained  in  you.  For  without  sutch  assurance, 
I  do  nut  purpose  to  let  you  know  the  pricking  naile  that  pierceth 
my  heart,  nor  ti)e  gryefe  that  grieueth  me  so  neare,  as  by  vtler- 
ing  it  withoute  hope  of  help  1  shall  open  the  gate  to  death,  and 
dye  without  reliefe  of  my  desire,  by  punishing  him,  of  whome  1 
haue  receyued  an  iniury  more  bloutly  than  any  man  can  doe." 
The  souldiers  whych  loued  ihe  captaiiie  as  theyr  owne  lyfe,  were 
Borry  to  see  him  in  sutch  estate,  and  greater  was  theyr  dolour  to 
heare  wordes  timt  tended  lo  nothing  else  but  to  fury,  vengeaunce, 
and  murder  of  hj'mselfe.  Wherefore  all  wyth  one  accorde  pro- 
mysed  theyr  heipe  and  maync  force  towardes  and  against  all  men 
for  the  bryngyng  lo  passe  of  that  whych  hee  dyd  uieane  to  re- 
quyre.  The  lieutenaunt  assured  of  his  men  cunceyued  heart  and 
courage,  and  continuing  his  oration  and  purpose,  detcrmyned  the 
slitughter  and  ouerthrowc  of  tlire  Trinicien  brethren,  (for  that  was 
the  surname  of  the  lordes  of  Fuligno,)  wlio  pursued  bis  oration  in 
this  maner:  "  Know  ye  tiien  (my  companions  and  good  friends) 
that  it  is  my  wife,  by  whome  1  haue  indured  the  hurt  and  losse 
of  myne  honour,  and  she  is  the  party  touched,  and  I  am  he  that 
am  most  oHendcd.  And  totlieendethat  I  do  not  hold  you  longer  in 
suspence,  aud  the  party  be  coaceaLd  from  you,  whych  hath  don 
me  thys  outrage:  ye  shall  vndrrstand  that  Nicholas  Trinicio,  the 
elder  of  ihe  three  lordes  of  Foliiignu  and  Nocera,  is  he,  that  against 
all  ryght  and  equity  hath  suborned  the  wife  of  his  lieuetenaunt, 
and  soyled  the  bed  of  him,  whereof  he  ought  lo  haue  ben  the 
defender  and  tite  very  bulwarke  of  his  reputation.  It  is  of  hym 
my  good  fi'yends,  and  of  his  that  I  meane  to  take  sutch  venge- 
launce,  aseteruall  memory  shall  display  the  same  to  all  posterity: 
and  neuer  lord  shul  dare  to  doe  a  like  wrong  to  mine,  without 
remembraunce  what  his  duely  is,  which  shall  teach  hym  how  to 
abuse  the  honest  seruice  of  a  gentleman  tha'  is  one  of  his  owne 
trayne.  It  rcsteth  in  you  both  to  holde  vp  your  hand,  and  keepe 
your  promise,  to  the  end  that  the  lord  Nicliolas,  deceiuyng  and 
m  eking  me,  may  not  trust  aud  put  affiance  in  your  force,  vnto 
whych  I  heartily  do  recommend  my  selfe."  I'lit;  suuldieis  moued 
and  incited  with  the  wickednesse  of  theyr  lord  and  with  the  wrong 
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wherein  ye  desire  the  assistance  of  none.  See  the  barbarous 
croelty  of  a  lieutenant,  which  loued  rather  to  kill  his  corriual  in 
his  cold  bloud,  than  otherwise  to  be  reuenged,  when  he  saw  him 
a  bed  with  his  wife,  purposely  that  theexampleof  his  fury  myght 
be  the  better  knowne,  and  the  secret  sclander  more  euident,  from 
the  roote  whereof  did  spryng  an  infinite  number  of  murders 
and  mischiefs.  About  midnight  then,  when  all  thinges  were 
at  rest  vnder  the  darke  silence  of  the  nyght,  the  lieutenant 
came  to  the  chamber  of  the  lord  Nicholas,  accompanied  with 
the  most  part  of  the  watch,  and  hauyng  stopt  vp  the  yeoman 
of  hys  chaumber,  hee  so  dressed  the  companion  of  hys  bedde, 
as  fur  the  first  proofe  of  his  curtesie,  he  caused  hys  niembres 
and  priuy  partes  to  be  cut  of,  saying  vntu  him  with  cruell  dis- 
dayne :  "  Thou  shalt  not  henceforth  (vvycked  wretch)  weld  this 
launce  into  the  rest,  thereby  to  batter  the  honour  of  an  honester 
man  than  thy  self."  Then  lauching  his  stomacke  with  a  piercing 
blade,  he  tare  the  heart  out  of  his  belly,  saying:  "  Is  this  the 
trayterous  heart  that  hath  framed  the  plot  and  deuysed  the  enter- 
prise of  my  shame,  to  make  this  infamous  villaine  without  life,  and 
bisrenoume  without  praysef"  And  not  content  with  this  cruelty, 
he  wreakt  the  like  vpon  the  remnauntof  his  body,  that  sometimes 
the  runnagate  Medea  did  vpon  hir  innocent  brother,  to  saue  the 
lyfe  of  hir  selfe,  and  of  hir  friend  lason.  For  she  cut  him  into  an 
hundred  thousand  pieces,  gyuing  to  euery  membre  of  the  poore 
murdredeoule  hir  word  of  mockery  and  contempt.  Was  it  not 
sufficient  for  a  tirannous  husband  to  be  reuenged  of  hys  shame, 
and  to  kill  the  party  which  had  defamed  him,  without  vsing  so 
furious  anotamie  vpon  a  dead  body,  and  wherein  lliere  was  no 
longer  feeling?  But  what  f  Ire  beyng  wythout  measure,  and 
anger  wythout  brydle  or  reason,  it  is  not  to  be  wondred,  if  in  al 
his  actes  the  captayne  ouerpassed  the  iust  measure  of  vengeance. 
Many  would  thiuke  the  committed  murder  vppon  Nicholas,  to 
bee  good  and  iust :  but  the  iustice  of  an  offense,  ought  not  so 
longe  time  to  be  conceyled,  but  rather  to  make  him  feele  the 
smart  at  the  very  tyme  the  deede  is  done,  to  the  ende  that  the 
nyppiog  gryefe  of  pestilent  treason  wrought  against  the  betrayed 
party,  be  not  obscured  and  hydden  by  sodayne  rage  and  lacke  of 


THE    LORDS    OF    MOCERA. 


649 


be  placed  at  this  sumptuous  banket,  which  I  haue  prepared  for 
you.     I  sweare  vnto  thee  then,  that  this  should  be  the  last  day  of 
all  the  Trinicieti  race,  aad  the   end  of  your  tirannies  and  wicked 
life.     But  sith  I  cannot  get    the  effect  of  that  whych  my  heart 
desirelh,  my  miiide  shal  take  repast  in  tiie  triumph  which  fortune 
hath  ordeined.     Curssed  be  the  mariage  and  wedding  at  Trevio, 
that  hath  hyndred  me  of  an  occasion  so  apte,  and  of  the  meanes 
to  dispatch  a  matter  of  sutch   importance  as  is  the  ouerthrow  of 
so  many  tirants."     Caesar  at  this  sentence  stode  so  stil,  as  whilom 
dyd  the  wyfe  of  Loth,  by  seing  the  city  on  fire,  and  consume  into 
ashes:  by    the  sight  whereof  she  was  conuert»d  into  a  stone  of 
salt.     For  when  he  sawe  that  bloudy   pageant,  and  knew   that  it 
was  his  brother  Nicholas,  pity  and  feare  so  stopt  the  pipes  of  his 
speach,  as  without  complayning  himself  or  framing  one  word,  he 
Buffred  his  throte  to  be  cut  by  the  barbarous  captaine,  who  threw 
him  halfe  dead  vpon  the  corps  of  his  brother,  that  the  bloud  of 
either  of  them  might  cry  vp  to  the  lieauens  for  so  loud  vengeance 
as  tliat  of  Abel  dyd,  being  slain  by  the  treason  of  his  nearest  bro- 
ther.    Beholde  the  dreadful  begynoings  of  a  heart  rapt  in  fury, 
aod  of  the  mind  of  bim  that  not  resisting  his  fond  affections, 
executed  the  terrible  practizes  of  his  owne  braine,  and  preferring 
bis  fantasie  aboue  reason,  deuised  sutch  ruine  and  decay,  as  by 
these  examples  the  posteritye  shall  haue   good  cause  to  wonder. 
The  lyke  cruelty   vsed   Tiphon   towards  liis  brother  Osyris  by 
chopping   his    body  in  twenty   six   gobbets,  whereby  ensued  the 
decay  of  him  and  his,  by  Orus  whome somedoe surname  Appollo. 
And  troweth  the  captayne  to  loke  for  lesse  mercy  of  the  brother 
of  the  other  twayne  that  were  murdered  and  of  the  dukes  kindred 
whome  he  kept  prysoner?  But  he  was  so  blynded  with  fury,  and 
it  may  be,  led  by  ambition  and  desyre  to  be  made  lord  of  Nocera, 
that  he  was  not  contented  to  venge  his  shame  on  hym  whych  had 
offended,  but  assayed  to  murder  and  extinguysh  all  the  Triniciea 
bloud:  the  enherllaunce only  remaining  in  them.     And  to  come 
to  the  end  of  his  enterprise,  this  Italyan  Nero,  not  content  wyth 
these  so  many  slaughters,   but  thereunto  adioyned  a  new  treason 
assaying  to  win  the  citizens  of  Nocera  to  moue  rebellion  agaynst 
their  lord,  causing  them  to  assemble  before  the  forte,  vnto  whome 
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(I  say)  wherein  it  behoueth  you  to  shewe  your  selues  lyke'men, 
and  no  longer  to  dissemble  the  case  that  toucheth  you  so  neare. 
Consyder  whether  it  bee  good  to  follow  myne  aduyse,  torepossede 
agayne  the  thyng  whych  is  your  owne,  (that  is)  the  frcedome 
wherein  your  auncesters  gloryfied  so  mutch,  and  for  which  they 
feared  not  to  hazarde  theyr  goodes  and  lyues.  It  wyll  come  good 
cheape,  if  you  be  ruled  by  me,  it  wyll  redound  to  your  treble  fame, 
if  lyke  men  ye  follow  mine  aduise,  whych  I  hope  to  let  you  shorlely 
•ee  wythout  any  great  peryll  or  losseofyour  citizens  bloud.  I 
haue  felt  the  effect  of  the  Trinicien  tirannye,  and  the  rigor  of  their 
vnrighteous  gouernment,  which  huuyng  begonne  in  me,  they  will 
not  faile,  if  they  be  not  chastised  in  lime,  to  extend  on  you  also, 
whome  they  deeme  to  be  their  'slaues.  In  lyke  manner  I  haue 
first  begon  to  represse  their  boldnesse,  and  to  wythstand  their 
leud  behauiour  :  yea  and  if  you  mynde  to  vnderslanderyght  from 
wrong,  an  easy  mutter  it  will  be  to  perfourme  the  rest,  the  time 
beinge  so  commodiouu,  and  the  discouery  of  the  thinge  whereof  I 
haue  made  you  priuy,  so  conuenieni.  And  know  ye,  that  for  the 
exploit  of  mine  intent,  and  to  bryng  you  agayne  altogether  in 
liberty,  I  haue  taken  the  two  lords  Nicholas  and  Ctesar  prysonners, 
attending  till  fortune  do  bryng  to  me  the  third,  to  pay  him  with 
like  money  and  eqiiall  guenlon,  that  not  onely  you  may  bee  free 
and  setled  in  your  auncient  priuiledge,  but  my  heart  also  satisfied 
of  the  wrong  which  I  haue  receiued  by  their  iniustice.  Beleue 
(maisters)  that  the  thing  whych  I  haue  done:  was  not  wythoute 
open  injury  receiued,  as  by  kcepyng  it  close  I  burst,  and  by  telling 
the  same  I  am  ashamed.  1  wil  kepe  it  secrete  notwithstanding, 
and  shal  pray  yuu  to  takeheedevntoyonr  selues,  that  by  vniuersal 
consent,  the  mischiefe  may  be  preuented.  Deuise  what  answer 
you  wyll  make  me,  to  the  intent  that  I  by  following  your  aduise, 
may  also  be  resolued  vpon  that  I  haue  to  do,  without  preiudice 
but  to  them  to  whome  tbe  case  doth  chycfly  appertayue."  Duryng 
&1  this  discourse,  the  wycked  captayne  kept  close  the  murder 
which  hee  had  committed,  todrawe  the  woruie  out  of  the  Noce- 
rines  nose,  and  to  see  of  what  mynde  they  were,  that  vppon  the 
intellygence  thereof,  he  myght  woorke  and  follow  the  tymeaccor- 
dyngly.  Hee  that  had  scene  the cytizensofNocera after  tliatsedyti- 
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offence,  be  sure  that  the  lord  Conrade  shall  be  aduertised,  and 
with  all  our  power  we  shall  succour  him  by  force,  to  let  thee  feeie 
the  nature  of  treason,  and  what  reward  is  incydent  to  llie  practizers 
of  the  same."  The  captaine  albeit  he  was  abashed  with  that 
aunswere,  and  saw  that  it  would  not  be  wel  wy  th  him  if  he  did  not 
prouide  spedy  remedy  and  order  for  his  affayres,  aswell  for  the 
comming  of  the  lord  Conrnde,  as  of  the  brother  of  the  duke  of 
Camerino,  told  the  citizens  that  within  three  or  foure  dayes  he 
would  giue  them  a  resolute  aunswer,  and  so  it  might  be,  yelde 
vnto  theyr  wyiles,  and  deliuer  them  whom  he  had  in  liulde.  Thys 
gentle  aunswere  dyd  nothyng  slay  the  citizens  for  the  accoiiiplysh- 
luent  of  that  which  they  thought  best  to  do,  knowing  also  that 
the  gallant  had  not  commenced  that  tragedy,  but  for  other  toyes 
whych  his  vngnicious  head  had  framed  for  a  further  intended 
myschiefe,  for  which  cause  they  assembled  their  councell,  and 
concluded  that  one  should  ryde  in  poste  to  the  lord  Conrade,  (the 
third  and  remnaunl  of  the  brethren,)  that  hee  myghte  come  to 
take  order  for  the  delyueraunce  of  Nicholas  and  Caesar  whom 
they  thought  he  had  reserued  still  alyue  in  captiuity.  The 
Nocerines  shewed  this  curtesie  (not  but  that  they  woulde  gladly 
haue  bene  at  iyberty,  if  the  way  had  bene  better  Iroden,)  aswell 
for  the  lyttle  trust  ihey  reposed  in  the  captayne,  who  they  thought 
would  be  no  more  gentle  and  faithfull,thaD  he  shewed  himselfeto 
be  loyall  to  bis  maisters,  and  for  that  Conrade  was  well  beloued  of 
the  lordes  his  neighbors,  and  specially  of  the  imprysoned  duke 
and  his  brother  Braccio  Montone,  who  had  the  Itahan  men  of 
warre  at  his  pleasure,  and  that  the  noble  men  woulde  assiste  him 
wyth  all  their  power.  Wherefore  they  considered  that  theyr 
fairest  and  best  way,  for  auoiding  of  factions,  was  to  kepe  theni- 
selues  trusty,  and  true,  and  by  not  hearkening  to  a  traitor,  to  bynd 
their  soueraigne  lord  with  sutch  duety  and  obedience,  as  the 
vnkindest  man  of  the  world  would  confesse  and  acknowledg  for 
the  consequence  of  a  matter  of  sutch  importance.  The  seditious 
capuine  on  the  other  side,  void  of  hope,  and  in  greater  rage  thaa 
hee  was  before,  persisted  in  hys  folly,  not  without  foreseeyng 
howe  he  myghte  saue  himselfe,  which  hee  had  pollitikely  brought 
to  passe,  if  God  had  not  shortened  his  waye,  by  payment  of  vsurv 
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by  the  Almighty  God,  tliat  if  he  giue  me  life,  I  wil  take  sutch, 
and  so  cruell  vengeaunce  of  him,  as  he  shall  be  a  glasse  to  all  his 
lyke,  for  punishment  of  a  fault  so  horrible.  Depart  my  frends, 
depart  and  get  you  home,  dispose  your  watch  and  gard  about  the 
castell,  that  the  trailer  do  not  escape:  and  assure  yourselues  that 
this  your  loue  shall  neuer  be  forgotten,  and  you  shall  haue  of  me 
not  a  tirant  as  he  maliciously  hath  protested,  but  rather  sutch  a 
lord,  and  better  also,  than  hytherto  ye  haue  me  proued."  If  Con- 
rade  had  not  ben  pressed  withheauinessc,  he  had  chaunted  goodly 
_  songes  against  the  treason  of  the  lieuetenaunt,  and  would  haue 

P  accused  his  brother  of  indiscretion,  for  trusting  him,  whose  wyfe 
hee  had  abused,  and  wel  did  know  that  he  espyed  the  same.  But 
what?  The  businesse  requyred  other  things  than  words:  and 
extrcame  folly  it  is  to  nippe  the  dead  with  taunts,  or  with  vayna 
words  to  abuse  the  absent,  speciall  where  vltion  and  reuenge  is 
easy,  and  the  meanes  manifest  to  chastise  the  temerity  of  sutch, 
and  to  be  acquited  of  the  wrong  done  vnto  him  that  cannot  do  it 
hymselle.  Conrade  then  toke  his  way  to  Tuderto,  where  then 
remained  the  lord  Braccio,  and  thereof  was  lord  and  gouernonr, 
and  had  also  vnder  his  gouernement  Perugia,  and  many  other 
cityes  of  the  Romane  church,  and  who  wyth  the  dignity  of  the 
great  constable  of  Naples,  was  also  prynce  of  Capua,  to  him  the 
Trinicien  brother,  all  be  sprent  wyth  teares  and  transported  wyth 
choller  and  griefe,  came  to  demaunde  succor  for  reuenge  of  the 
lieuetenaunt's  trespasse,  saying:  "  For  what  assurance  (my  lord) 
can  prynces  and  great  lordes  hope  henceforth,  when  their  very 
seruaunts  shall  ryse,  and  by  constraining  theirmaisters,  make  assay 
to  vsurp  their  seigniories  wherein  they  haue  no  title  or  interest  ? 
Is  this  a  reuenge  of  wrong,  in  steede  of  one  to  kill  twaine,  and  yet 
to  wishe  for  the  third  to  dispatch  the  world  of  our  race?  Is  this  to 
pursue  his  ennimy,  to  seeke  to  catch  hym  in  trappe,  whych 
kuoweth  nothing  of  the  quarell,  and  to  make  hym  to  suffer  the 
pajToef  My  two  brethren  be  dead,  our  cosin  germaine  the  duke  is 
in  pryson,  I  am  heere  comlbrtlessc,  all  sad  and  pensife  bcforeyou, 
whome  lykewyse  this  matter  toucheth,  although  not  so  near  as  it 
doeth  me,  but  yet  with  iyke  dishonor.  Let  vs  go  (my  lorde)lel  vs 
goe   I  beseeeb  you  to  visite  our  good  hoste  that  so  rudely  in- 
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and  vitall  powers  ingendreth  mature  and  fine  bloud,  and  ma3'n- 
tainetli  the  whole  state  of  the  body,  in  comely  forme  and  order. 
By  which  trim  comparison,  applyed  to  ciuile  warre  was  deflected 
and  mollified  the  stout  corage  and  attempts  of  the  multitude. 
Euen  so  agrcing  with  Agrippa,  if  the  members  grudge,  and  dis- 
obey against  their  chiefe,  the  state  must  grow  to  ruine.  To  be 
short,  in  certaiiie  liaps  a  trayter  may  be  chearished^and  tiiat  hath 
falsified  his  first  fayth:  but  treason  and  periury  euermore  be 
detested  as  vices  execrable,  in  this  deede  ney  ther  the  thing,  nor 
yet  the  doer  hath  any  colour  of  excuse,  the  trespasse  and  cause 
for  which  it  is  don  being  considered.  Suffiseth  it  sir,  for  so 
mutch  as  there  is  ney  ther  time  nor  cause  of  further  discourse,  what 
necde  we  to  decide  the  matter,  wliych  of  it  selfe  is  euident?  Be- 
holde  mee  heere  apooreTrinician  brother  without  brethren,  ioy- 
lesse  without  a  fort  at  Nocera.  On  the  other  part  consider  the 
duke  of  Camerino  in  great  distresse  and  daunger,  to  passe  that 
strait  of  death  my  brethren  did.  Let  vs  goe(I  pray  you)  todeliuer 
the  capttue,  and  by  reuenging  these  oifenses  and  murders,  to 
settle  my  citty  in  former  state,  atrd  freedome,  which  the  villayne 
goeih  about  to  take  from  me,  by  encouraginge  my  subiects  to 
reuoli  and  enter  armes,  thereby  to  expel  our  house  from  the  title 
of  the  same."  As  Conrade  spake  these  woords,  and  wyth  great 
grauity,  and  constancy  pronouncing  sundry  tokens  of  sorrow,  the 
conestable  of  Niiples,  wroili  beyond  measure  for  these  vnpleusant 
newes,  and  full  of  griefe  and  choHer  against  the  trayterous  lieute- 
naunt,  swore  in  the  hearing  of  them  all,  that  he  would  neuer  rest 
one  good  slcepe  vntill  that  quarell  were  auenged,  and  bad  quited 
the  outrage  done  to  the  lord  Conrade,  and  the  wrong  which  he 
fell  in  him  for  the  imprisonment  of  the  duke  of  Camerino.  So 
he  concluded,  and  the  souldiours  were  assembled  thorough  out  all 
the  parts  of  the  conestable's  lands,  vpon  the  ende  of  the  weeke  to 
march  agaynst  the  forte  of  Nocera,  thecittizens  whereof  had  layd 
diligent  scout,  and  watch  for  the  escape  of  the  captayne,  who 
without  bashfulnesse  determined  with  his  men  to  defend  the  same 
and  to  proue  fortune,  making  himselfe  bcleeue  that  his  quarell  wan 
good,  and  cause  iust  to  withstand  tlicm  that  shoulde  haue  [he 
heart  to  come  to  assayle  bim.     The  constable  in  the  mean  time 
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fotcmen.  Tlie  assault  continued  four  or  fiue  houres,  but  in  tlie 
end  tlie  de.^d  payes  not  able  to  sustayne  liie  force  of  tbe  assay- 
lants,  forsooke  the  breache,  and  assaying  to  snue  tliemselues,  tbe 
lieuetcnaunt  retired  to  the  kipe  of  the  fort,  where  his  wife  con- 
tinued prisoner,  from  tiie  time  that  the  two  brethren  were  slaine. 
Whiles  they  without,  ruffled  in  together  in  beapes  amonges  the 
the  defendauntes,  the  duke  of  Camcrino,  with  his  men,  found 
meanes  to  escape  out  of  pryson,  and  therewithal  began  furiously 
to  chastise  the  ministers  of  the  disloyal  eaptaine,  which  in  little 
tyme  were  cut  al  to  pieces.  Conrade  being  within  found  the 
captayn's  father,  vppon  whom  he  was  rcuenged,  and  killed  him 
with  his  owne  hands.  And  not  content  with  that,  caried  into 
further  rage,  and  fury,  he  slashed  hitn  into  gobbets,  and  tlirewe 
them  to  the  dogs.  Truly  a  straunge  maner  of  reuenge,  if  the 
captain's  cruelly  had  not  attempted  like  inhumanity.  To  bee  shorte, 
horrible  it  is  to  repeaie  the  murders  done  in  that  sturre,  and 
burly  burly.  For  they  that  were  of  the  cupt«yne's  part,  and  taken, 
receyued  all  the  struungest  aud  cruellest  punishment  tliat  man 
could  deuise.  And  were  it  not  that  1  haue  a  desire  in  nothing  to 
beely  the  author,  and  lesscwill  to  leaue  that  which  he  had  wrytten 
vpon  the  miserable  end  of  llinse  thai  were  the  ministers  and 
serununis  to  the  barbarous  tiraniiy  of  the  captayne,  1  would  passe 
no  further,  hut  conceale  thai  which  ilolli  not  deserue  remem- 
brauuce,  except  to  auoide  the  example,  which  is  not  straunge,  the 
cruelty  of  reuenging  heart  in  the  nature  of  man,  in  al  times  grow- 
inge  to  sutch  aurlacity,  as  the  torments  which  sceme  incredyble, 
be  lyable  to  credit  as  wel  for  those  we  reade  in  auncient  historycs, 
as  those  we  heare  till  of  by  hearesay,  and  chaunc^nginourtymc. 
Hee  that  had  the  vpper  hand  of  his  enimy,  not  content  to  kyll, 
but  to  eate  with  his  raucnous  teeth  the  heart  disentraylde  from 
his  aducrsary,  was  hee  lesse  furious  than  Conrade,  hy  makinge 
anatomy  of  the  captayn's  father?  And  he  that  thrust  Galleazze 
Togase  in  to  the  mouth  of  a  canon,  tying  hishcade  vnto  hisknees 
aud  causing  him  to  be  caried  by  the  violent  force  of  gunpoudcr 
into  that  city  from  whence  he  came,  to  bribe  and  corrupt  cer- 
tayne  of  hys  enemies  army,  did  he  shew  hiinselfe  to  be  more 
curieous  than  one  of  these  f  Leaue  we  a  part  those  that  be  past, 
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made  him,  his  brother  and  chyldren  to  tread  the  daunce  that  bis 
wyie  before  had  don.  Conrade  by  and  by  caused  those  bodies  to 
be  throwne  forth  for  foode  to  the  volues,  and  other  raueninge 
beasts,  and  byrdes  liuing  vpon  the  pray  of  carrion,  causing  also 
his  brethren  honourably  to  bee  buryed,  and  the  gentlewoman  that 
had  borne  the  penaunce  worthy  for  hir  fault.  Sutch  was  the  end 
of  the  most  myserable,  and  worst  gouerned  loue,  that  I  thinke 
man  hath  euer  red  in  wryting,  and  wiiicli  doth  clcarely  witnesse, 
that  there  is  no  pleasure  so  great  but  fortune  by  chaunging  and 
turning  hir  wheele  maketh  a  hundred  times  more  bitter  than 
desire  of  sutch  ioy  doth  yelde  delyght.  And  farre  better  it  were 
(besides  the  offence  done  tu  God)  neuer  to  cast  eye  on  woman, 
than  to  bord  or  proue  them,  to  rayse  sutch  sclaunders  and  facts 
which  cannot  be  recounted  but  with  the  honour  of  the  hearers, 
nor  wrytten  but  to  the  great  griefe  of  those  that  muse  and  study 
vpon  the  same :  notwithstanding  for  instruction  of  our  life,  both 
good  and  bad  examples  bee  introduced  and  offrcd  to  the  view  of 
ech  degree,  and  state.  To  the  end  that  whoredoine  may  bee 
auoyded,  and  bodily  pleasure  eschued,  as  most  mortal  and  perni- 
cious plagues  that  doe  infect  as  well  the  body  and  reputation  of 
man,  as  the  integrity  of  the  minde.  Besides  that  ech  man  ought 
to  possesse  his  owne  vessel,  and  not  to  couet  that  is  none  of  hys, 
vnseemely  also  it  is  to  solicite  the  neyghbor's  wyfe,  to  procure 
thereby  the  disiunction  and  defaite  of  the  whole  bond  of  mariage, 
which  is  a  treasure  so  deare  and  precious,  and  carielh  so  greate 
griefe  to  him  that  seeth  it  defaced,  as  our  lord  (to  declare  the 
grauity  of  the  fact)  maketh  a  comparison  of  his  wrath  agaynste 
them  which  runne  after  slraunge  Gods,  and  applyeth  the  honour 
due  vnto  him  to  others  tiiat  doe  not  deserue  the  same,  with  the 
iust  disdayne,  and  ryghtfull  chollerof  a  iealous  husbande,  fraught 
wyth  despyght  to  see  himselfe  dispoyled  of  the  seasure,  and  pos- 
session onely  giuen  to  him,  and  not  subiect  to  any  other,  whatso- 
euer  he  be.  Leame  here  also  (O  yee  husbands)  not  to  6y  with  so 
□imble  wing, as  by  your  owne  authority  yee  secke  reueng  without 
fearing  the  follies  and  sclaunders  that  may  insue.  Your  sorrow  is 
>ust,  but  it  behoueih  that  reason  doe  guide  your  fantasies,  and 
bridle  your  ouer  sodayne  passions,  to  the  intent  that  yee  come 
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not  after  to  ding  the  dolefull  song  ol 

foolish  man,  who  hauing  done  more  i 

to  retire  without  his  ouerthrow,  thre 

lesse  gulfe  of  perdition.    And  let  vs  < 

neuer  vnruled  rage,  and  wilful  cholle 

the  ruineof  him  that  suffereth  himsc 

the  same,  and  who  thinketh  that  all  th) 

sonable,  as  though  nature  were  so  pc 

man's  corruption  she  could  make  vs  ai 

foUowingthe  instinctof  that  which  is  d 

stray  from  perfection,  but  that  is 

whom  God  doth  lone  and  chocs 

dome  founde,  as  it  is  almost 

that  perfection.  And  briefly 

elude  with  the  author  < 

hystory. 

Angre  is  a  fury  short. 
To  him  that  ran  the  sam 
Rut  it  is  no  laughing  spo 
In  whom  that  senselesse  i 
That  pang  confoundeth  e 
And  shameth  him  with  o{ 
His  honour  fades  in  fram 
And  blemisheth  his  good 
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THE  THIRTY-FOURTH  NOUELL. 


The  horrible  and  cruell  murder  of  Saltan  Solyman,  late  the  tmperor 
of  the  Turkes  and  father  of  Selym  that  now  raigneth,  done  vpon 
hi%  eldest  sotine  Mvstapha,  by  the  procurement,  and  meanes  of 
Rosa  his  mother  in  lawe,  and  by  the  speria/l  instigation  of  one  of 
his  noble  men  called  Rvstanvs :  where  also  is  remembred  the  wil- 
ful death  of  one  of  his  sons  named  Giangir,for  the  griefe  he  lon- 
teiued  to  see  Mvstapha  so  miserably  strangled. 

Twenty  two  yeares  past  or  thereabouts  I  translated  lliis  present 
bysiory  out  of  the  Lutine  tongue.  And  for  the  rarenes  of  the 
fact,  and  the  disnaturali  part  of  that  late  luriouse  enemy  of  God, 
and  bis  Sonne  Christ:  1  dedicated  the  same  to  the  right  honor- 
able, my  special!  good  lord,  with  al  vertues,  and  nobility,  fully 
accomplyshfd,  the  lor<l  Cobliam  lorde  warden  of  the  cinque  portes, 
by  the  name  of  sir  William  Cobham  knyglit.  And  bycause  I 
would  haue  it  to  continue  in  man's  renicmbraunce  thereby  torenue 
the  auncient  detestation,  which  we  haue,  and  our  progenitors  had 
against  that  horrible  termagant,  and  persecutor  of  christyana,  I 
haue  insinuated  the  same  amongs  the  rest  of  these  nouels.  For  of 
one  thing  1  dare  make  warrantise,  that  auncienl  writers  haue  not 
remembred,  nor  old  poets  reported  a  more  notorious  or  horyble 
tragedy  or  fact  executed  agaynst  nature,  then  that  vnnaturall 
murder  done  by  the  sayd  enemy  of  cliristianity,  the  late  Soltaa 
Solyman,  otherwyse  called  the  great  turke.  I  remember  the  des- 
cription of  Nero's  Parricide  vppon  his  louynge  mother,  of  purpose 
to  behold  the  pla<:e  of  his  byrtli.  I  call  to  memory  also  the  wycked 
murtber  of  Orestes,  on  hys  mother  Clytemnestra.  I  also  consider 
the  vnfatherly  part  of  Tantalus,  who  wytli  the  flesh  of  his  owne 
Bonne  Pelops,  feasted  the  Gods.  All  which  are  not  farredyfferent 
from  this  pestiferous  fury,  and  may  wyth  the  same,  and  the  lyke 
bee  comparable  by  any  man  hccretofore  committed.  This  hcllysh 
champyon  hys  owne  sonne,  of  hys  owne  seede,  naturally  conceaued 
wythin  hys  mother's  wombe,  vnnaturally  in  his  owne  presence 
iDoste  myserably  did  kill.    O  pityfull  case,  but  alas,  voyde  of  pitty 
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to  a  pyttylesse  man.  O  cruell  fact,  but 
liued  a  cruell  man.  What  beast  be  h< 
can  suffer  bis  yonglings  to  take  barn 
burie  hymseli'e  i  What  fierce  lyonesset 
which  with  natural!  paines  brought  it 
stand  vpon  lamentation  of  the  case 
this  madman  far  bruter  then  lyons  vnco 
this  fury  so  farre  ecceedeth  beasts,  as  r 
able.  The  fury  of  the  deuiU,  whom  i 
tirannous  life,  as  loe,  he  slue  his  owne 
and  Christe  was  so  farre  out  of  his  sig 
The  libidonous  lustes  of  this  lecherous 
bounds  of  reason,  as  the  fire  thereof 
This  enemy  of  Christe  was  so  bewyt 
infidelity  consented  to  murder.  And 
sessed  iiis  brayne  in  bantinge  after 
tiranay  like  an  encbaunter  with  the  sc 
shed  the  bloud  of  bis  owne  begotten, 
regent  of  bis  life  most  wicked,  ao  tir 
owne  generation.  For  as  the  wryter  < 
was  thoughte  that  the  same  was  do 
And  lyke  as  this  vnhappy  father  was  i 
and  bys  church,  so  this  yonge  whelp 
christian  bloud.  No  doubt  a  very  fr 
champion  for  the  diuel's  theatre :  and 
goodly  a  yong  man  in  stature  and  oti 
body,  as  nature  could  not  frame  a 
couragious  in  feates  of  armes  as  Belle 
create  a  lustier.  This  history  in  the 
Nicholas  Moffan  a  Burgonian  born« 
fare  of  good  learning  (as  it  appeareth 
warres  wel  expert.  Who  being  a  so 
(the  old  champion  of  christendome,  ai 
fifte)  was  sore  wounded  and  taken  p 
yeare  of  our  Lord  1562,  and  contini 
1555,  almost  three  yeares.  Who« 
colde,  and  other  torments  by  him  susts 
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if  it  should  bee  declared,  perhaps  woulde  seeme  incredible.  But 
when  the  Turke  had  kept  him  in  miserable  bandes  two  ycares, 
and  saw  he  could  not  obtayne  the  rauatiome,  which  he  immesu- 
rably  requyred,  at  length  sent  hini  tothecaslell  of  Strigon,  where 
for  a  certayne  time  lie  remayned  hampered  with  double  chaynes 
vpon  his  necke,  handes,  and  fecte.  And  within  sometime  after 
hys  comming  thither  he  was  made  to  toile  in  the  day,  like  a  com- 
mon slaue,  to  hew  and  carry  woode,  keepe  horse,  sweepe  houses, 
and  suich  other  busines.  Which  drudgery,  he  was  glad  to  doe 
asweil  for  exercyse  of  his  members,  which  with  colde  yrons  were 
benommed,  as  also  to  get  breade  torelieue  his  hunger.  For  when 
bee  had  done  his  stinte,  his  maisier  gaue  him  bread,  onions,  gar- 
licke,  cheese,  and  sutch  other  fare:  and  at  night  was  sent  agayne 
to  pryson,  where  heewas  matched  with  a  mate,  that  for  debte 
was  condempned  to  perpetual  pryson,  of  whom  he  learned  many 
things,  aswel  of  their  lawes,  religion,  warlike  affayrcs,  and  other 
maners  of  tlie  Turkes,  as  also  of  the  order  of  this  horrible  fact  don 
by  Solyman.  And  by  the  report  of  his  sayd  companion  in  pry- 
son, he  digested  the  same  into  the  forme  of  this  history.  And 
after  this  man  had  payed  hys  raunsome,  and  was  set  at  lyberty,  he 
arriued  into  the  partes  of  chrystendome.  The  verity  of  whych  is 
sutch,  as  it  is  not  oncly  credyble  b^'cause  thys  man  dyd  wryte  it, 
who  was  three  yeares  there  resiaunt,  and  in  manner  aforesaid, 
heard  the  truth  thereof,  but  also  is  warranted,  by  sundry  mar- 
chant  men,  trauellers  into  farre  countreyes,  faythfully  verifiing 
the  same  to  bee  true.  And  before  I  drawe  to  the  dyscoursc  of  the 
story,  1  will  set  downe  some  of  the  manners  ofSolyman's  greatest 
states  and  fauorites,  and  the  pryncipal  offices  and  honors  of  that 
hellish  monarchy.  As  Mustapha,  Machomet,  Baiasith,  Selim, 
Gianger,  Chrustam,  and  Hibrahim.  This  Hibrahim  was  so 
dearely  beloued  with  the  empcrour  Solyman  as  he  exercysed 
the  office  of  V'esiri,  whych  is  nexte  to  tlie  emperour,  the  chyefest 
in  degree  of  honor.  Who  by  increase  of  that  office,  became  more 
wealthy  in  treasure  then  Solyman  himselfe,  whych  when  he  per- 
ceyued,  without  any  respect  of  the  honorable  office,  or  the  honor 
of  the  party,  neglecting  in  respect  of  richesse  (according  to  the 
natural  desire  of  auarice,  wherewith  the  g ready  appetites  of  the 
VOL.  II.  4  Q 
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to  the  same  SubuscbiE  here  is  iinoilicr  called  Begg.  But  here  is 
mecte  to  be  knowne  liowethat  woorde  is  taken  amongesthem  two 
wayes,  for  generally  all  they  which  excell  other  in  an}'  promotion 
are  called  Boggi.  That  is  to  say  lordes  or  maysters:  but  if  it  be 
meant  singularly  or  properly,  then  it  signifieth  not  simply  a  cap- 
taine  (for  they  call  a  capxaine  Ag:i)  but  also  an  carle.  And  if  the 
sayd  Begg  cliaiince  to  be  endued  by  the  emperour  with  the  order 
of  knyghthoode,  then  hee  is  called  Sanggakbegg.  And  they  like- 
wise are  accustomed  to  bee  transposed  from  county  to  county,  as  the 
Baschae  arc,  and  tlie«ame  do  not  descend  to  their  heires,  but  when 
the  carle  is  deade.  And  then  both  the  promotion  and  county,  are  by 
the  emperour  givicn  to  another.  And  hereby  it  appeareth  that  no 
man  hath  any  ihynge  proper  or  his  own,  and  therfore  they  cal 
themselues,  Padiscahiimcullari.  That  is  to  say,  the  eraperour's 
bondmen.  Here  also  I  ought  to  entreat  of  the  manners  of  the 
Turkes  in  theyr  warres  and  the  sundry  offices  therein.  In  what 
sorte  they  leuy,  and  muster  their  souldiers,  the  order  of  their 
marching,  the  order  in  putting  the  same  in  array,  and  by  what 
diligence  they  vse  their  skouB,  and  wardes,  all  which  had  bene 
necessary  to  haue  bene  spoken  of,  but  that  I  might  not  be  tedious. 
And  yet  of  one  thing  for  a  conclusion  I  cotend  tospeakeof,  which  is 
of  the  lanischari.  The  sayd  lanischari  are  the  whole  strength  of 
the  Turkes  Itatlell,  who  neuer  obtayne  victory,  but  the  same  is 
astributed  to  their  valiautice.  They  bee  ver}-  expert,  and  skilfull 
in  the  vse  of  small  shot,  and  great  ordinaunce,  and  in  thatkindeof 
defence  and  munition,  they  ciiiefly  excell.  And  as  I  liaue  red, 
the  Turke  liath  continually  in  wages  thirty  m.  of  the  sayd  lanis- 
chari. They  haue  aboue  other  many  singuler  pryuiledges,  in  so 
mutch  as  the  name  of  a  lunischarus  is  in  siitrli  reuerence  amongs 
them,  that  notwillistamling  any  offence,  or  crime,  done  by  them 
worthy  capilall  death,  they  in  no  wise  shalbe  punished,  except 
before  the  coitimitling  of  the  offence,  they  be  depriued  of  their 
estate  by  their  captaynes.  Thys  priuiledge  also  they  haue  aboue 
others,  that  vnlcssc  they  l3-e  in  lampe,  they  bee  neuer  compelled 
to  watch  nor  warde,  without  great  necessity  do  force  them.  And 
for  this  they  be  hatefull  and  odious  to  other  souldiours.  It  is 
sayd,  thai  all  they  be  Christian  men's  children.  And  in  those 
countreyes  which  be  vauquisheth,  he  cliooseth  out  the   hoyes  of 


it  koovrne  therefore, 

this  Mastapha,  to 

conntrey  of  Amasia. 

the  sayd  countrcT, 

it  was  supposed  of  aJI 

y  by  some  heauenly 

being  placed  in  the 

the  kj^e  bis  Catber  was  beyonde 

WiBMlKrof  bis  concubins  cadled 

s»iad  otdangbter.  The  eldest 

the  proaince  of 

,  who  enioyed  the 

Sdyaas,  to  whom  after  tbe 

of  Caraman  ia  was 

e,  by  reason  bee 

pRgsant  wit,  was  Gibbns. 

▼ppoo  Rustaoss 

|Ht  to  death,  exercised  tbe 

wevsc  to  caU  the  pne- 

to  his  natBrsldispositioD 

wfrf  iiftn,alliiiil  mad dwviKed all 

to  tbe  toiws.    He  diminished  tbe 

i.     He  abated 

tbcjOMuaateSaniachi.     He 

yeardy  taxes  and  tribau.    And 

be  oniByDed  a  stint  Tpon  tbe  cbaigrt 

besoagfat,  bat  to  aeconoiaie  raio 

gooea   by    dcceiptfoU    extonioo, 

was  sapposed  to  be  a  feythfuU,  and 

tbneby  greatly  insiooated  himselte  into 

V  fink  R^ardioge  tbe  hatred  aad  displeasu/e  of 

lime,  this  Rosa  of  whom  mencioo  is  made 
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before,  perceyuing  hir  selfe  before  others  to  be  beloued  of  the 
kinge,  vnder  the  cloake  of  devotion  declared  vnto  Muchly  (which 
is  ihechiefe  bishop  of  Machomei's  religion)  that  she  was  affected 
with  II  godly  zeal  to  builde  a  temple,  and  hospitall  for  straungers, 
to  the  chiefe  God,  and  honor  of  Machomet:  but  she  was  not 
minded  to  attempt  tlie  same  without  his  aduice.  And  therefore 
shee  asked  whether  the  same  woulde  bee  acceptable  to  God,  and 
proti table  for  the  health  of  her  soule.  W  hereunto  Muchty 
aunswered :  that  the  worke  to  God  was  acceptable,  although  to 
hir  soule  it  was  nothing  auaileable.  Adding  further,  tluit  not  onely 
ail  hir  substaunce  was  at  the  kinge's  disposition,  but  liir  life  also, 
being  a  bondwoman.  And  therefore  that  worke  would  be  more 
profitable  to  the  kinge.  With  which  aunswere  the  svornan  in  hir 
minde  dayly  being  troubled,  became  very  pensifTe,  like  one  that 
was  voyde  of  all  comfort.  The  king  being  aduertised  of  hir  sorrow 
very  gently  began  to  comfort  hir,  affirming  that  shortely  he  would 
6nde  sutch  meaties,  as  she  shouUl  enioy  the  effect  of  hir  desire. 
And  forthwiti)  manumised  hir  and  made  hir  free,  a  writing  and  in- 
strument made  in  tliat  behalfe,  according  to  their  custome,  to  the 
iiitent  she  might  not  be  atcoinmuundementany  more  to  be  yoked 
in  bondage.  Hauinge  in  this  sorte  oblayned  this  fauoure,  the 
sayd  Rosa,  witli  a  great  masse  of  money  determined  to  proceede 
in  hir  eutended  purpose.  In  the  meane  season,  the  kyng  wythout 
measure  being  incensed  with  the  desire  of  the  sayd  Rosa,  as  is 
aforesayd,  sent  for  hir  by  a  messenger,  willing  hir  to  repayre  to 
the  court.  But  the  crafty  woman,  vnskilful  of  no  pollicy,  re- 
turned the  messenger  with  subtile  aunswere,  which  was,  that  he 
shoidd  admonish  tiie  king  hir  lord  and  soueraygne,  to  call  to  his 
remeinbraunceasw(.-ll  tlielawe  of  honesty,  as  also  the  precepts  of 
his  owne  lawes,  and  to  remembre  she  was  no  more  a  bondwoman 
and  yet  she  could  not  deny  but  hir  hfe  remained  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  maiesly,  but  touching  carnall  copulation  to  be  had 
agayne  with  his  person,  that  could  in  no  wise  be  doue,  without 
committing  of  sinne  most  heynous.  And  to  the  intent  he  should 
Dot  tliinke  the  same  to  be  fayned  or  deuised  of  hir  selfe,  she  re- 
ferred it  to  the  iudgement  of  Muchty.  Which  aunswere  of  re- 
pulse, so  excited  the  inflamed  affections  of  the  kyng, as  setting  all 
other  businesse  a  parte,  he  caused  the  Muchty  to  be  sent  for. 
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ing,  she  priuely  vsed  the  counsayle  of  Rustanus  for  the  better 
accomplishing  of  hir  purpose,  knowing  that  he  would  rather  seeke 
th'Htluauncemetii  of  his  kinsman  and  the  brother  of  hisownewyfe 
as  reason  was,  then  the  preferment  of  Mustapha,  with  whom  she 
ccrtaynely  knew  that  Rustanus  was  in  displeasure.  For  in  the 
beginning,  as  he  sought  meanes  to  extenuate  the  liuings  of  all 
other  (as  is  aforesayd)  so  also  lie  went  about  (but  in  vaync)  to 
plucke  somewhat  from  Mustapha.  Whereby  he  thought  (hat  if 
he  should  once  obtayne  the  gouernmeiit,  he  would  skaree  forget 
sutch  an  iniury,  and  thereby  not  only  inhazardeof  his  uliice,  and 
dignity,  but  also  in  daunger  of  losse  of  his  heade.  All  which 
thinges,  this  wicked  woman  pondering  iti  hir  viigraiious  stouiacke 
went  about  to  insert  into  the  king's  uiyade,  no  small  suapitions  of 
Mustapha,  saying  that  he  was  ambitiouse  and  bolde  vpou  the 
fauour  and  good  wil  of  all  men  (wherewith  in  dcede  he  was  greatly 
endued)  and  reioysing  in  his  force,  let  uo  other  thing  to  be  ex- 
pected, then  oportunity  of  time  to  aspire  to  the  kingdome, and  to 
attempt  the  slaughter  of  his  father.  And  for  the  better  cloaking 
of  the  uiaiiur,  she  caused  Rustanus  at  conuenicnt  tyme,  more  at 
large  to  amplitie  and  set  forwards  hir  inallice,  who  alwayes  had  in 
charge  all  principall  and  weyghty  aHayres.  In  whom  also  was 
no  lacke  of  matter  to  accelerate  the  accusation  and  death  of  the 
yong  man.  Moreouer  to  sutch  as  were  appoyncted  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  countrey  of  Syria,  he  priuely  declared,  that 
Mustapha  was  greatly  suspected  of  his  father,  commaunding 
euery  of  them  dilligently  to  take  heede  to  his  estate,  and  of  all 
sutch  things  as  they  eytlier  saw  or  perceyued  in  him,  with  all  ex- 
pedition to  send  aduertisement,  affirming  that  the  more  spight- 
fully  iliey  wrote  ol'  him,  the  more  acceptable  it  should  be  to  the 
kinge.  Wherefore  diners  times  Rustanus  being  certified  of  the 
kingly  csiiniation,  magnanimity,  wysedome,  and  fortitude  of 
Mustapha,  and  uf  tiis  beneuutence  and  liberality  towards  all  men, 
wherewith  he  greatly  conciied  their  fauour,  and  how  the  ardent 
desires  of  the  people,  were  iiicline'l  to  hys  election:  he  therefore 
durst  not  take  vppon  him  to  be  the  first  that  should  sow  the 
seede  of  that  wicked  conspiracy,  but  deliuering  his  letters  to  the 
vngratious  woman,  left  the  rest  to  the  deuiie  of  his   vnhappy 
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brajne:  bat  Rom  etpyiog  oponnoilj  of  time  to  sncc^cde  in  hir 
▼nhappj  de»jre,  ceiued  not  to  coimpt  t\ve  kjog't  tnyndc,  tom^^ 
tines  with  prumiie  of  tiie  vie  of  other  women,  aod  aooietimes 
with  waadry  other  ndulatioos.  So  that  if  mentioo  wm  made  of 
MiHtaptia  at  any  time,  she  woal<i«  take  sntcfa  occnsioD  to  open 
the  I'-ttefK,  as  might  serve  miM  ^t  for  hirporpoae.  And  cbewaa 
not  deceyued  of  hir  expectaiioo.  For  taking  a  oonueoient  time 
nut  without  teares  (which  women  neaer  want  in  cloaked  mailer) 
she  admonished  the  kingeof  thepcarill  wherein  he  stoode,  rennmi- 
bring  amongi)  other  thinges,  how  his  father  Seiymn,  by  satch 
meunes  deprv'ued  his  uwrne  father  both  from  his  kingdome,  and 
hfe,  instantly  requiringc  bira  by  that  example  to  beware.  Bat 
these  arguments  of  suspition,  at  the  first  bmol  seemed  not  proba- 
ble to  the  kyng,  and  therefore  by  this  menne«  the  deailishe  woman 
could  little  preuayle,  which  when  hir  enaious  stumacke  perreyoed, 
she  began  to  direct  hir  mischieuous  mynde  to  other  deuises,  seek- 
ing meanes  with  poyson  to  destroy  the  yonge  man.  And  there 
wanted  not  also,  gracelesse  persons,  prompt  and  ready  to  accom- 
plish that  mischieuous  fact,  had  not  diuine  prouidence  resisted  the 
same.  For  Rosa  sent  vnto  Mustapha  a  sute  of  appan-ll  in  the 
name  of  his  father,  which  by  manieylous craft  uasenuenimedwith 
poyson.  But  Mustapha  in  no  wyse  would  weare  tbessyd  appareU 
before  oue  of  his  slaues  had  assayed  the  same,  whereby  be  pre- 
nented  the  mischiefe  of  his  vngrntiou*  stepmother,  opening  toad 
men  the  deceipt  of  the  poyson.  And  yet  this  pestilent  woman 
ceased  not  to  attempt  other  enterprises.  She  went  about  to  pui- 
chase  vnto  hir  the  good  will  and  familiarity  of  the  kyng  in  sntch 
sort  as  the  like  neuer  obtayne<l  in  the  courte  of  Ottoman,  (fur  »he 
vsed  certayne  sorceries  through  the  heipe  of  a  woman  a  Jewe 
borne,  which  was  a  famous  enchauntresse,  to  wyn  the  loue  of  the 
kyng,  and  thereby  perswaded  hir  selfe  lo  procure  greater  things 
at  his  hands)  in  so  mutch  as  she  obtayned  that  hir  children  by 
course  should  be  resiant  in  their  father's courie, that  by  theyrcon- 
tinuall  presence  and  assiduall  flattering,  they  might  get  the  looe 
of  their  father.  So  that  if  Mnstapha  did  at  any  time  come  lo  the 
court,  by  that  meane  she  might  haue  a  better  meanes  to  rid  him 
of  his  life,  if  not,  to  tary  a  time,  wherein  he  should  be  dispatched 
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by  the  help  of  others.  But  Mustapha  not  repay  ring  to  thecourte 
(for  the  kyng's  chyldren  do  not  vse  to  go  out  of  their  countreys 
assigned  vnto  them,  without  their  father's  knowledge,  nor  to  re- 
payre  to  Constantinople  with  any  number  of  men  of  warre,  to 
receyue  their  inheritaunce  till  their  father  be  deade)  she  deuised 
another  mischiefe.  For  enioying  hir  former  request, sherecouered 
another,  also  hauing  brought  to  passe  that  not  onely  in  the  citty, 
but  also  in  the  countrcy,  hir  children  should  attend  vppon  theyr 
father.  Yea,  and  Giangir  the  crokebacked  should  alwayes  attend 
on  his  father  in  his  warres.  But  the  stepmother's  deuise  for  cer- 
tayne  yeares  hanging  as  it  were  in  ballance,  at  length  fortune 
throughly  fauoured  hir  wicked  endeuours.  For  the  Bascha  which 
had  the  protection  of  Mustapha,  and  the  gouernment  of  the  pro- 
uince  of  Amasia,  (for  euery  one  of  the  kyng's  chyldren  haue  one 
Bascba,jthat  is  to  say  alieutenaunt,  which  doe  aunswere  the  people 
according  to  the  lawes  and  gieue  orders  for  the  administration  of 
the  warres,  and  also  euery  one  of  them  haue  a  learned  man  to 
instruct  them  in  good  dyscipline,  and  pryncely  qualities)  the  sayd 
Bascha  I  say  deuised  letters  wherein  was  contayned  a  certayne 
treatise  of  marriage,  betwene  Mustapha  and  the  kyng's  daughter 
of  Persia,  and  how  he  had  referred  the  matter  to  the  ministers  of 
the  temple,  to  the  intent  that  ifit  had  not  gnodsuccesse,  he  should 
be  free  from  all  suspition,  and  sent  the  same  letters  to  Rustanus 
who  greatly  reioysed,  for  that  he  hoped  to  bring  his  desyred  pur- 
pose to  good  effect.  And  fearing  the  matter  no  longer,  inconti- 
nently he  vttered  the  same  to  Rosa,  who  both  togethers,  forthwith 
went  into  the  pallace,  and  discouered  the  whole  matter  to  the 
king.  And  to  the  intent  they  might  ihroughly  incense  the  kyng's 
mynde  with  suspicions,  that  before  was  doubtefull,  and  deliberatiue 
in  the  matter,  to  put  him  out  of  all  doubt,  they  affyrmed  that 
Mustapha  like  an  ambitiouseman,  sought  mcanes  to  conspyre  his 
death  being  incensed  like  a  madman  to  the  gouernment  of  his 
large  empyre,  contrary  to  nature,  and  law  diuine.  And  to  the 
intent  belter  creadit  might  be  gieuen  to  their  subtile  suggestions, 
they  alleaged  the  treaty  of  marriage  betwene  Mustapha  and  the 
kyng  of  Persia,  the  deadly  and  auocient  enimy  of  the  Ottoman 
ligneage.  For  respect  whereof,  he  ought  diligently  to  take  heede 
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reporfe  bred  to  the  cruell  father  (who  nothynge  degenerated 
from  the  naturall  tiraniiye  of  hys  auncestors)  greater  suspicions : 
for  reuengement  whereof  he  most  wickedly  toiie  further  aduise. 
The  yciire  folowyng  he  commaunded  an  huge  army  to  be  leuied 
once  againe  makyng  proclamation  that  the  Persians  with  a  greater 
power  would  inuade  Syria,  and  therefore  thought  it  mete  that  he 
himself  for  the  common  sauegarde  of  them  all,  ought  personally 
to  repayre  thyther  wyth  a  power  to  withstande  tlie  indeuors  of 
his  ennimies.  The  army  beyng  assembled,  and  al  furnitures 
prouyded  in  that  behalfe,  they  marched  forwardes,  and  within 
fewe  dayes  after  the  cruell  father  folowed.  Who  beynge  come 
into  Syria,  addressed  a  messenger  to  Mustapha,  to  commaund 
him  forthwith  to  repayre  vnto  him,  then  being  encamped  at 
Alepes.  And  yet  Solymane  could  not  keepe  secret  the  mortall 
hatred  he  bare  to  hys  sonne  from  others,  although  he  imployed 
dilygent  care  for  that  purpose,  but  that  the  knowledge  thereof 
came  to  the  eares  of  one  of  the  Baschse,  and  others  of  honour. 
Emonges  whome  Achmet  Bascha  pryuily  sent  woorde  to  Musta- 
pha, to  the  intent  he  myght  take  the  better  heede  to  hymsdf. 
And  it  seemed  not  without  wonder  to  Mustapha,  that  his  father, 
wythout  necessary  cause,  shoulde  arryue  in  those  partes  wyth  so 
great  a  number.  Who  notwithstanding,  knowing  hymselfe 
innocente,  although  in  extreame  sorrow  and  pensifenes  of  mynd 
determyned  to  obey  hys  father's  commaundement  although  he 
shoulde  stand  in  dannger  of  hys  lyfe.  For  hee  esteemed  it  a 
more  honest  and  laudable  part  to  incurre  the  peryll  of  death  in 
obedience  to  hys  father,  then  to  lyue  in  conturoelye  by  disobedy- 
ence.  Therefore  in  that  great  anxietye  and  care  of  mynde,  deba- 
lyng  many  thynges  wyth  hymselfe:  at  length  he  demaunded  of  a 
learned  man  whych  contynually  was  conuersaunt  wyth  hyminhis 
house  (as  is  aforesayde,)  whether  the  empyre  of  the  whole  world 
or  a  vertuous  lyfe  ought  rather  to  be  wyshed  for.  To  whom  this 
learned  man  most  godly  aunswered.  That  hee  whych  dilygently 
weyed  the  gouernement  of  this  worlde,  shall  perceiue  no  other 
felycitye  therein  then  a  vayne  and  foolysh  apparenceof  goodnesse. 
"  For  there  is  iiothyng"  (quod  hee)  "  more  frayle  or  vnsure  then  the 
worlde's  prosperity.   And  it  bryngeth  none  other  fruicts  but  feare, 
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wordes:  "  Here" (quod  he)  "  doe  they  rest  for  euer,  which  in  the 
world  haue  lyued  a  godty  and  iust  life,  and  haue  bene  aduauncers 
of  law  and  iustice,  and  cooteinpners  of  vice."  And  turning  his 
face  to  the  other  syde,  he  saw  two  swifieand  broad  riuers,theone 
of  them  boiled  more  blacke  then  pitch.  And  in  the  sayd  riuers 
many  were  drowned,  whereof  some  appeared  aboue  water  crying 
with  horrible  voices, mercy,  mercy.  "And  there"  (quod  he)  "  are 
tormented  all  sutch,  which  in  the  world  mostwyckediy  haue  com- 
mitted mischiefe."  And  the  chiefeof  them  he  sayed  were  prynces, 
kinges,  emperours,  and  other  great  men.  VV  ith  that  Mustapha 
awaked  and  callyng  the  said  learned  man  vnto  him,  vttered  his 
dreame.  And  pausyng  a  lytile  whyle  (for  the  supersticious 
Machometistes  attribute  mutch  credite  to  dotage  of  dreames) 
being  ful  of  sorrow  and  pensifnesse,  at  length  answered  that  the 
vision  was  very  dreadful,  for  that  it  pronosticated  extreame  peril 
of  his  life.  Therefore  he  required  him  to  haue  diligent  respect 
thereunio.  But  Mustapha  beynge  of  great  valiaunce  and  forti- 
tude, hauing  no  regard  to  the  aunswer  aforesaid,  couragiously 
replied  with  these  wordes:  "Shall  1  suffer  my  self  to  be  vanquished 
with  vaine  and  childish  feare?  Nay  I  wil  rather  take  a  good  heart, 
and  make  hast  to  my  father.  For  I  am  assured  that  alwayes  from 
time  to  time  I  haue  honored  his  maiesty  accordyng  to  my  duety, 
in  so  mutch  as  neyther  fote  Irauelled,  nor  eye  looked,  mutch  lesse 
heart  thought  agaynst  his  will  to  desyre  or  couet  to  raigne, 
except  it  had  pleased  the  highe  God  to  haue  called  hys  maiesty 
from  ihys  lyfe  to  a  better.  And  besydes  that  my  myude  was  neuer 
bente  alter  hys  death  lo  beare  rule,  excepte  general  electyon  of  all 
the  army,  to  the  intent  I  myghteentre  the  imperial!  seate  wythout 
slaughter,  bloudshed,  or  any  other  cruell  fact,  and  thereby  pre- 
serue  the  friendship  of  my  brethren  inuiolat,  and  free  from  any 
spot  of  hatred.  For  I  alwayes  determyned,  and  chose  rather 
(since  my  father's  pleasure  is  so)  to  end  my  life  like  an  obedyent 
child,  than  continually  to  raigne,  and  be  counted  of  al  meo, 
obstinate  and  disobedient,  especially  of  mine  enimies."  When  he 
had  spoken  those  wordes,  hee  made  hast  to  his  father.  And  at  his 
arriual  to  the  cam pe,  so  sone  as  he  had  pitched  his  tent  he  ap- 
parelled himself  al  in  white,  and  putting  certain  letters  into  hit 
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But  when  he  came  to  the  place  and  saw  hisinfortunate  brotherly 
strangled  and  dead  vpon  the  earth,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  with 
what  sorrow  he  was  affected.  And  he  was  scarce  come  to  the 
place,  but  his  wicked  father  sent  messengers  after  him,  to  tell 
him  that  the  kyng  had  giuen  him  all  Musiapha,  bis  treasures, 
horsemen,  bondmen,  pauilions,  apparell :  yea,  and  moreouer  the 
prouince  of  Amasia.  But  Giangir  conceyuing  extreme  sorrow 
for  the  cruell  murder  of  his  deere  brother,  with  lamentable  teares 
spake  these  wordes.  "  Oh  cruell  and  wicked  dogge  :  yea,  and  if  I 
may  so  call  my  father,  Oh  traytor  most  pestilent,  do  thou  enioy 
Mustaphahis  treasures,  his  horses,  furniture.-i,  and  the  sayd  coun- 
trey  to.  Is  thy  heart  so  vnnaturall,  crueii,  and  wicked,  to  kill  a 
yoQgue  man  so  notable  as  Mustapha  was,  so  good  a  wnrriour, 
and  so  worthy  a  gentleman  as  the  Ottoman  house  neuer  had 
or  shall  haue  the  like,  without  any  respect  of  humanity  or  zeale 
naturall?  By  saynctMary  I  neede  to  take  heede  least  heareafter  in 
like  maner  thou  as  impudently  do  triumph  of  my  death,  being 
but  a  crokebacke  and  deformed  man."  When  hee  had  spoken 
tbeese  wordes,  plucking  out  his  dagger,  he  slew  liimselfe.  Whereof 
when  the  emperor  had  aduertiseraent,  he  conceyued  inspcakable 
sorrow.  But  for  a1  that,  his  sorrowful!  heart  vanquished  not  his 
couftouse  minde.  For  he  commaunded  all  Mustaphe's  treasure, 
and  other  furnitures  to  bee  brought  into  his  tent.  And  the  souldiours 
thincking  the  same  should  begieuen  amongs  them  made  as  mutch 
haste  to  dispatche  his  commaundcment.  In  the  meane  tyme 
Mustaphe's  Souldiours  (not  knowing  what  was  become  of  their 
maysier)  seeing  sutch  a  number  runne  in  heapcs  without  order 
came  forth  of  their  camp  to  withstande  their  foolishe  tumult,  who 
very  manfully,  not  without  mutch  slaughter  withstoode  the  same. 
And  when  the  fame  of  that  tragicall  tumult  was  brutcd  amongs 
the  king's  souldiers,  (who  perceyuing  the  same  more  and  more  to 
waxe  hot,)  they  went  forth  to  succour  their  fellowes,  but  the 
onset  being  gieuen  on  all  sides,  the  fight  on  both  parts  was  so 
fierce,  as  in  short  space  there  were  slayne  very  necre  the  iinmber 
of  two  thousande  men  besides  the  hurt  and  wounded,  whereof  the 
number  was  greater.  Howbeit  this  broyle  had  not  bene  thus 
ended,  had  not  Achmat  Bascha,  a  graue  and  wise  man,  and  for 
his  experimentea  in  the  warres  of  great  aucthority  amongs  the 
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•o  proudely  in  this  sort  ye  disquiet  me  f  What  meane  these 
enflamed  countenances?  What  signify  these  haulty  gestures, 
these  proude  and  angry  lokes  ?  Doe  you  not  remembre  that  I  am 
your  king  that  hath  power  and  authority  to  gouerne  and  rule 
you  f  Are  you  detennyned  in  this  sort  to  spot  your  auncyent  and 
inuincible  valiaunce,  and  the  notable  warrefare  of  j-our  predeces- 
sours,  with  the  btoud  of  your  emperour  i"  And  while  the  king 
was  speaking  tiiese  words,  the  souldiers  boldly  answered,  how 
they  confessed  him  to  be  the  same,  whome  many  yeares  ago  they 
chose  to  be  their  kinge,  and  for  that  hee  alleagcd  how  they 
had  with  their  good  seruice  in  the  warres  acquired  vnto  him  many 
great  conquests  and  had  diligently  kepte  the  same:  all  that  they 
did  of  purpose  that  he  should  vse  towards  them  againe  a  godly 
authority  and  iust  gouernment,  and  not  vnaduisedly  should  lay 
his  bloudy  handes  vppon  euery  iusie  man,  and  so  to  staine  and 
defile  himselfe  with  the  bloud  of  innocents.  And  againe,  where 
he  laide  to  their  charge,  that  they  were  issued  from  their  cabanes 
armed  with  weapon,  they  affirmed  the  same  to  be  done  in  a  iust 
quarell,  euen  to  reuenge  the  slaughter  of  innocent  Mustapha,  and 
for  that  they  ought  not  to  haue  sutch  a  kynge  as  should  worke 
his  anger  vppon  them  that  had  not  deserued  it.  Further  they 
required  that  they  might  cleare  themselues  openly  of  the  offence 
of  treason,  whereof  falsly  they  were  accused  by  Mustapha  his 
enimies,  and  to  haue  their  accuser  to  be  brought  forth  in  open  pre- 
sence. And  sayde  more  that  before  he  personally  did  appcare 
before  the  iudgcmcnt  scat  face  to  face  to  giue  euidence,  sub 
talionispana,  accordingc  to  the  law,  they  would  not  vnarme  nor 
yet  disasemble  themselues.  And  whiles  these  things  were  debated 
betwene  the  emperor  and  the  souldiers,  the  cruelty  of  the  fact,  so 
moued  all  men  to  teares,  that  the  kyng  him  selfe  seemed  to  take 
great  repentaunce  for  his  horrible  deede,  and  promysed  the  soul- 
diours  that  they  should  haue  their  requests,  and  went  about  with 
fayre  perswasions  to  mittigate  (as  mutch  as  lay  in  him)  th^ir  furi- 
ous stomakes.  Howbeit  the  souldiours  gaue  diligent  heede  to 
their  watch  and  warde  euery  man  in  his  place appoynled,  that  the 
king  might  not  secretly  conuey  himselfe  away,  and  so  deceyue 
theym  of  liis  premisses,  and  the  expectation  of  their  requests.  la 
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then  they  dispayred  so  of  their  enterprises,  as  this  prouerbe  rose 

vp  amongs  them,  Gietti  SoituD   Mustapha,  which  significth   an 

vtter  dispayre  in  things  which  they  thought  before  to  goe  about. 

Therefore  we  haue  good   cause  to  reioyse   for  the  death  of  thys 

cruel!  enimy  that  should  haue  raygned,  and  to  thinckthe  slaughter 

of  him  not  to  be  done  without  God's  special!  prouidence,  who  in 

this  sortc  haih  prouided  for  vs.     And  at  length  to  be  wise,  and 

abstayne  from  ciuiie  warre  and  dissencions.  And  with  common 

force  to  set  vppon  this  wicked  tarmegant,  considering  that  he  is 

Dot  only  a  generall  ennimy  to  our  countrey  and  lyfe,  but  also  to 

our  soules.     Which  thing  if  we  do,  it  will  not  be  so  hard  a  matter 

to  withstand  the  force  of  this  enemy  of  christendome,  as  if  we  do 

not,  it  wyll  bedaungerous  through  our  continual!  discordeto  gieue 

him  occasion  to  inuade  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  so  with  his 

tiranny  bring  the  same  to  vtter  destruction,  which  God 

that  is  omnipotent  forbid,  who  bring  vs  to  vnity 

through  his  Sonne  lesus  Christe, 

Amen. 
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fore  Antigonus,  one  of  the  successors  of  great  Alexander  (that 
made  ail  llie  eartb  to  tretiiMe  vppon  the  recitall  of  hys  nauii)  see- 
ing lliat  hys  Sonne  behaued  hiuiselt'e  arrogantly,  and  wythout 
modesty  to  one  of  hys  subiectv  reproued  and  checked  liyoi,  and 
amongs  many  wordes  of  cha<4ti.4ement  and  aihiionition,  sayd  vnto 
him;  "  Knowest  thou  not  my  sonne,  that  the  estate  of  a  kyng  is 
a  noble  and  honuuralile  seruitude  ?"  Royall  wordes(in  deede)  and 
meete  for  a  kyng :  tor  albeit  that  eche  man  doth  reuerence  to  a 
kyng,  and  that  he  be  honoured,  and  obeyed  of  all,  yet  is  hee  for 
all  that,  the  seruaunt,  and  publike  mynister,  who  ought  no  Jesse 
to  defend  hys  subject,  tlian  the  subiectiodo  him  honour  and 
homage.  And  the  more  the  pr^'nce  doth  humble  liimseife,  the 
greater  inert  ase  hath  his  glory,  and  the  more  wonderfull  lie  is  to 
euery  wyght.  Wliat  aduatinced  the  glory  of  lulius  Caesar,  who 
first  depressed  the  benatoriestateof  goucrnment  at  Rome?  Where 
his  victoryes  atchieued  ouer  the  Galtes  and  Britons,  and  after* 
wardes  oner  Rome  it  selfe,  when  he  had  vanquished  Pompee? 
All  those  serued  his  tourne,  but  bis  greatest  fame  rose  of  bis 
clemency  and  curtesie:  by  the  whych  vertues  hee  shewed  himselfe 
to  be  gentle,  and  fauorable  euen  to  those,  whom  hee  knewe  not 
to  loue  him,  otherwise  than  if  hee  had  beene  their  mortall 
enimy.  His  successors  as  Augustus,  Vespasianus,  Titus,  Marcus 
Aurelius,  and  FJauius  were  worthily  noted  for  clemency: 
noth  withstanding  I  see  not  one  drawe  neere  to  the  great  courage, 
and  gentlenesse,  ioyned  wyth  the  synguler  curtesie  of  Dom 
Roderigo  Viuario  the  spanyarde  surnamed  Cid,  towarde  kyng 
Pietro  of  Arugon  that  hindred  his  expedityon  agaynst  the  Mores 
at  Grenadoe.  Forhauing  vanquyshed  the  sayde  king,  and  taken 
hyni  in  buttell,  nut  onely  remitted  the  reuenge  of  his  wrong,  but 
also  suHered  hym  to  goe  wythout  raunsome,  and  tooke  not  from 
him  so  mutch  as  one  forte,  esteemyng  it  to  bee  a  better  exploite 
to  winne  sutch  a  king  with  curtesie,  than  beare  the  nameof  cruell 
in  putting  him  to  death,  or  sending  vpon  his  land.  But  bicause 
acknowledging  of  the  puore,  and  enriching  the  smal,  is  commend* 
able  in  a  prynce,  than  when  he  sheweth  himselfe  gentle  to  hig 
l^ke,  i  liaue  collected  this  discourse  and  facte  of  kynge  Mansor 
ei  Marocco,  whose  chyldren  (by  subtile  and  fained  religion)  Cberif 
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for  acknowledging  his  willing  mynde,  recompenced  him  wyth 
dayntie!«  of  ilie  courtc,  and  a  prynceiy  rewarde.  Of  Edwarde  the 
thyrde,  whose  royall  nature  was  not  displeased  pleasauntly  to  vse 
a  waifaring  tanner,  when  deuyded  from  his  company,  he  mette 
hym  by  the  way  not  far  from  Tomworth  in  Staffordshire,  and  by 
cheapening  of  his  welfare  steede  (for  stedinesse  sure  and  able  to 
carry  him  so  farre  its  the  stable  dore)  grewc  to  a  price,  and  for 
exchaunge  the  tanner  craued  Hue  sliillings  to  boote  betwene  the 
kings  and  his.  And  when  llie  king  satisfied  with  disport,  desired 
to  shew  himself  by  sounding  his  warning  blaste,  assembled  all  hys 
Iraine,  and  to  the  great  amaze  of  the  poore  tanner,  (when  he  was 
guarded  with  that  troupe)  he  well  guerdoned  his  good  pastime 
and  familiar  dealing,  with  the  order  of  knighthoode  and  reason- 
able reuenue  for  the  aiaintenaunce  of  the  same.  The  lyke 
examples  our  chronicles,  memory,  and  reporte  plentifully  doe 
auouche  and  witnesse.  But  what?  this  hystory  is  the  more  rare 
and  worthy  of  notyng,  for  respect  of  the  people  and  countrey, 
where  seldonie  or  neuer  curtesie  haunteth  or  findeth  harborough, 
and  where  nature  doth  bryng  forth  greater  store  of  monsters,  than 
thitiges  worthy  of  praise.  This  great  king  Mansor  than  was  not 
onely  the  tcmporall  lord  of  the  countrey  of  Oran  and  Marocco, 
but  also  (as  is  said  of  Prete  lean,)  byshop  of  his  law  and  the 
mahomet  priest,  as  he  is  at  thys  day  that  raighneth  in  Feze,  Sus, 
and  Marocco.  Now  thys  prynce  aboue  all  other  pleasure,  loued 
the  game  of  hunting.  And  he  so  mutch  delighted  in  that  passe- 
time,  as  sometime  he  would  cause  his  tentes  in  the  myd  of  the 
desertes  to  be  erected,  to  lye  there  all  nyght,  to  the  end,  that  the 
next  day  he  might  renew  his  game,  and  defraud  his  men  of  idle- 
nesse,  and  the  wild  beasts  of  rest.  And  this  manner  of  life  he 
vsed  still,  after  he  had  done  iustice  and  hearkened  the  com  plain  tes 
for  which  his  subiectes  came  to  disclose  thereby  theyr  griefes. 
Wherein  also  he  loke  so  great  pleasure,  as  some  of  our  magistrates 
do  sceke  their  profile,  whereof  they  be  so  squeymishe,  as  they 
be  desirous  to  satisfy  the  place  wbereunto  they  be  called,  and 
render  all  men  their  righte  due  vnto  them.  For  wyth  theyr 
brittery  and  sacred  golden  hunger,  kings  and  prynces  in  these 
dayes  be  ill  serued,  the  people  wronged,  and  the  wycked  out  of 
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owne  folly,  for  giuing  himselfe  so  mutch  to  hunting,  for  the  de- 
sire whereof,  hee  was  thus  straggled  into  vnknowen  countreyes. 
Sometimes  lie  raued  and  vomytted  his  gafi  agaynsl  his  gentlemen 
and  houshold  seruaunts,  and  threatned  death  vnto  bis  guarde. 
But  afterwards,  when  reason  ouershadowed  his  sense,  he  saw  that 
the  tyme,  and  nut  their  negtygence  or  little  care  cau»ed  that 
disgrace.  He  ihoughie  that  his  prophet  had  poured  downe  that 
tempest  for  some  notable  sinne,  and  had  brought  him  into  such 
and  so  dangerous  extremity  for  his  faults.  For  which  cause  he 
lifted  vp  his  eyes,  and  made  a  thousand  Mahomet  mowes,  and 
apish  mocks  (according  to  tiieyr  manner.)  And  as  he  Hxed  his 
eyes  aloft  vp  to  the  heauens,  a  flasti  of  lightning  giaunced  on  his 
face  so  violently,  as  it  made  him  to  liulde  downe  his  head,  lyke  a 
lyttie  chyld  reproued  of  his  maister.  But  he  was  further  daunted 
and  amazed,  when  he  saw  the  night  approche,  which  with  the 
darkenes  of  liis  cloudy  manlell,  stnycd  hys  pace  from  going  any 
further,  and  brought  him  into  such  perplexitye,  as  willingly  he 
would  liaue  forsaken  both  his  hunting  and  company  of  his  ser- 
vants to  be  quit  of  that  daunger.  But  God  carefull  of  good 
myndes  (with  what  law  so  euer  they  be  trayned  vp,)  and  who 
maketh  the  sunne  to  shine  vpon  the  iust  and  and  viiiustc,  pre- 
pared a  meanes  for  his  sauegarde,  as  you  shal  heare.  The  Af- 
fricane  king  beyiig  in  this  trauncc,  and  naked  of  all  hope,  neces- 
sity (which  is  the  clearest loking  glasse  that  may  be  found,)  made 
him  diligently  toloke  about,  whether  he  could  see  any  persone  by 
whome  he  might  atlayne  some  securiiie.  And  as  he  thus  bent 
himselte  to  discry  all  the  partes  of  the  countrey,  be  saw  not  far  of 
from  him,  tin;  glimpse  of  a  light  which  glimmered  out  ut  a  little 
window,  wliereimtu  he  addressed  himselfe,  and  perceiucd  that  it 
was  a  simple  cubane  situate  in  the  middestof  the  fennes,  to  which 
he  approched  for  his  succor  and  defense  in  the  time  of  that 
tempest.  He  rcioysed  as  you  may  think,  and  whither  his  heart 
k'pt  for  ioy,  I  leaue  for  them  to  iudge  which  haue  assayed  like 
daungers,  how  be  it  I  dare  bekue,  that  the  sayicrs  on  the  seas 
feele  no  greater  ioy  when  tlicy  arriue  to  harborough,  than  the 
king  of  Maroccodyd :  or  when  after  a  tempest,  or  other  peril, 
they  discrye  vppoQ  the  prowe  of  their  shyppe,  the  bryghtncsse  of 
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day  before  ye  caa  come  there,  the  same  beioge  ten  leagues  from 
hence.  "  Forsomutch  as  tbouknowest  the  way"  (aunswcred  Man- 
»or)  "doe  me  so  great  pleasure  to  bryngme  thither,  and  be  assured 
that  besides  the  good  turne,  for  which  I  shall  be  bound  vnto  the, 
1  wil  curleously  coatent  thee  for  thy  paynes."  "  Sir"  (sayd  the 
poore  man)"youseeme  to  bean  honest  gentleman,  wherfore  I  pray 
you  to  lyght,  and  tu  tarry  heere  this  night,  for  that  it  is  so  late 
and  the  way  to  the  city  very  euyll  and  combersome  for  you  to 
passe."  "  No,  no,"  (sayd  the  king)  "  if  it  be  possible,  I  must 
repay  re  to  the  place  whither  the  king  is  gone,  wherefore  doe  so 
mutch  for  me  as  to  bee  my  gnyde,  and  thou  shalt  see  whether  I 
be  vnthankfull  to  them  that  imploy  theyr  paynes  for  mec."  "  If 
kyng  Mansot"  (sayd  the  fisher  man) "  were  heere  hymselfe  in  person 
and  made  the  lyke  request,  I  would  not  be  so  very  a  foole,  nor  so 
presumptuous,  (at  thys  time  of  the  nyght)  to  take  \-ppon  me  with- 
out daunger  to  bryng  hym  to  his  palace."  "  Wherefore  f"  (sayed 
the  kyng)  "  Wherefore  ?  (quod you),  bicause  the  marshes  bee  so 
daungerous,  as  in  the  day  tyme,  if  one  know  not  wel  the  way,  the 
horse,  (be  hce  neuer  so  strongeand  lusty,)  may  chaunce  tosticke 
fast,  and  tarry  behynd  for  gage.  And  I  would  be  sorry  if  the  king 
were  heere,  that  he  should  fall  into  peryl,  or  suffer  any  anoyance 
and  therewythall  would  deeme  my  selfe  vnhappy  if  I  did  let  hym 
to  incur  sutch  euyll  or  incombrance."  Mansor  that  delighted  in 
the  communication  of  this  good  man,  and  desirous  to  know  the 
cause  that  moued  him  to  speak  with  sutch  affection,  said  vnto 
him :  "  And  why  carest  ihou  for  the  life,  health,  or  preseruation 
of  the  kynge  i  What  hast  thou  to  doe  wyth  him  that  wouldest  be 
•o  sorry  for  hys  state,  and  careful!  of  his  safety  ?"  "Ho,  ho,"  said 
the  good  man,  "  doe  jou  say  that  I  am  carefuii  for  my  prince? 
Verily  I  loue  him  a  hundred  tjmes  better  than  I  do  my  selfe,  ray 
wife  or  children  whych  God  hath  sent  me:  and  what  sir,  do  not 
you  loue  our  prince  i"  "  Yes  that  I  doe"  (replyed  the  kyng,)  "  for  I 
baue  better  cause  than  thou,  for  that  I  am  many  times  in  his  com- 
pany, and  liue  vpon  his  charge  and  am  entcrtayned  with  his  wages. 
But  what  nedesl  thou  to  care  for  hym  f  Thou  knowest  him  not, 
bee  neuer  dyd  thee  anye  good  turne  or  pleasure :  nor  yet  thou 
uedest  not  hope  henceforth  to  haue  any  pleasure  at  his  hands." 
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God  and   fortune  baue  gyucn  vs.     Who  (if  not  the  king)  is  lie 
that  doetli  preserue  vs,  and  defend  vs  froni   the  incursions  and 
pillages  of  those  iheues  and  pirates  of  Arabie,  which  inuade  and 
make  warre  with  their  neighbours?  and  there  is  no  friend  they 
haue  but  they  would  displease  if  the  king  wysely  did  not  forbyd 
and   prcuent  their  villanies.     That  great  lord  which    kepelh  his 
court  at  Consiaiilinople  and  maketh  himself  to  be   adored  of  his 
people  like  a  God,  brideleth  not  so  mutch  the   Arabians,  as  our 
king  doth,  vnder  the  protection  and  sauegardof  wliome,  I  that  am 
a  poore  fisher  man,  do  ioy  my  poueriy  in  peace,  and  without  fear 
of  theeues  do   norish  my    litle    family,   applying  my  selfe  to  the 
fishing  of  eeies  that  be  in  these  ditches  and  fenny  places,  which  I 
carry  to  the  market  townes,  and  sel  fortlie  sustenance  and  feeding 
of  niy  wife  and  cliildren,  and   esteeme  my    self  right  happy,  that 
returning  to   my    cabane,  and    homely  lodge  at  my   pleasure,   in 
whatsoeuer  place  I  do  abide,  hicause  (albeit  far  of  from  neigh- 
boures,)  by  the  benetite  and   dilyg<nce  of  my  prince,  none  staye 
my  iourney,  or  oflendcih   nie  by  any  meanes,  whyeh  is  the  cause 
(sayd   he    lifting  vp  his   hands   and  eyes   aloft,)  that  I  pray  vnto 
God  and  his  great  prophet  Mahomet,  that  it  may  please  them  to 
preserue  our  king  in  health,  and  to  gyue  him  so  great  happe  and 
contentation,  as  he  is  vertuous   and  debonaire,  and  that  ouer  hys 
ennimies  (Hying  before  him,)  he  may  euerinore  be  victorious,  for 
noryhhing  his  people  in  piace,  and  his  children  in  ioy  and  nobility." 
The  king   seeing  that  deuout   affectyon    of   the  paisaunte,   and 
knowyng  it  to  be  without  guile  or  hypocrisie,  would  gladly  haue 
discouered  himself,  but  yet  willyng  to  reserue  the  same  for  better 
opportunity,  he  sayd  vnto  him  :  "  Forsomutch  as  thou  louest  the 
king  so  well,  it  is  not   impossible  but  those  of  his  house  be  wel- 
come vnto  thee,  and  that  for  thy  Mansor's  sake,  thou  wilt  helpe 
and  do  seruice  to  his  gentlemen."     "  Let  it  suftise  you"  (replyed 
be)  "    tliat  my  heart   is    mure  inclined    to   the  king,  tiiitn  to  the 
willes  of  those  that  serue  him   for  hope  of  preferment.  Now  being 
so  atfectionaie  to   the  king  as  I  am,  thynke  wliyiher  hys  house- 
hoide  seruauuts  haue  power  to  commaund  me,   and   wliiiher  my 
willing  myude  be  prest  to  doe  them  good  or  not.  But  mee  thynke 
ye  neede  not  to  stay  heere  at  the  gale  in  taike,  being  so  wet  as 
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tiers.  Wee,  albeit  ihe  raine  doth  fal  vppon  our  heads,  and  the 
winde  assaileeuery  part  of  our  bodies  all  durtie  and  wet,  doe  not 
care  either  for  fire  or  bed,  wee  feede  vpon  any  kinde  of  meate 
that  is  set  before  vs,  withoute  seeking  sauce  for  increasing  of  our 
appetite:  and  we  (beholde)  are  nimble,  healthy, Uisty,  and  neuer 
sicke,  nor  our  mouth  out  of  last,  where  ye  do  fcele  sutch  distem- 
perauDce  of  stomaclce,  as  pity  it  is  to  see,  and  more  ado  there  is 
to  bring  the  same  into  his  right  order  and  taste,  than  to  ordeine 
and  dresse  a  supper  for  a  whole  armie."  The  king  who  laughed 
(with  displayed  throte,)  hearing  his  hoste  so  merily  disposed, 
could  haue  bene  contented  to  haue  heard  him  still  had  not  his 
appetite  prouoked  him,  and  the  time  of  the  night  very  late. 
Wherefore  he  said  vnto  him  :  "  I  do  agree  to  what  you  alleage, 
but  performe  I  pray  thee  my  request,  and  then  wee  will  satisfie 
ourselues  with  furtliertalke.""  Well  sir" (replyed  the  king's  hoste,) 
"  I  see  well  thata  hungry  bellj-  halh|noluste  to  hearea  merry  song, 
whereof  were  you  not  so  egre  and  sharpe  set,  I  could  sing  a  hun- 
dred. But  I  haue  a  lytle  kiddc  which  as  yet  is  not  weaned,  the 
same  wil  I  cause  to  bee  made  read}',  for  I  think  it  cannot  be  better 
bestowed."  The  supper  by  reason  of  the  hosle's  curtesie,  was 
passed  forth  in  a  thousand  pleasaunt  passetimes,  whych  the  fisher- 
man of  purpose  vttered  to  recreate  hys  guest,  bicause  he  sawe 
hym  to  delight  in  those  deuyses.  And  vppon  the  end  of  supper, 
he  sayd  vnto  the  king :  "  Now  sir,  bow  like  you  this  banket  f  It 
is  not  so  sumptuous  as  those  that  be  ordinarily  made  at  our 
prynce's  court,  yet  I  ihynke  that  you  shal  slepe  wjth  no  lesse 
appetyte  than  you  haue  eaten  with  a  good  stomack,  as  appeareth 
by  the  few  woords  you  have  vttered  in  the  lyme  of  your  repast. 
But  whereunto  booteth  it  toemploy  tymc,  ordeyned  for  eating,  in 
expense  of  taike,  whych  serueth  not  but  to  passe  the  tyme,  and  to 
shorten,  the  day?  And  meats  ought  rather  to  be  taken  for  susten- 
tation  of  nature  then  for  prouocation  or  motion  of  thys  feeble  and 
transitorye  fleshe  f"  "  Verily"  (sayd  the  king)  "your  reason  is  good, 
and  I  doe  meane  to  ryse  from  the  table,  to  passe  the  remnant  of 
the  nyght  in  rest,  therewyth  to  satisHe  my  selfe  so  well  as  I  haue 
wylh  eatyng,  and  do  thankeyou  heartily  for  your  good  aduertyse- 
ment."  So  the  king  went  to  bed,  and  it  was  act  long  ere  bee  fella 
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TTsc,  and  that  hcc  wiis  ready  to  bryng  him  to  i 
All  tkia  whyle  the  gentlemen  of  the  kinge's  traine  were 
id  aboute  the  counirey  to  fynde  his  maiesiy,  making 
<^y— — dfc— I,  that  be  myglite  hearc  them.  The  kyng  knowyng 
^■KM'  voion^MMl  the  Doyc«  they  madc^  went  forth  to  meete  them, 
Mrf  if  kb  pceiple  ««re  gUdde  when  they  founde  him,  the  fisher- 
■MM  WMtlcMT  smaied  to  »cc  the  honor  the  courtyers  did  vnto 
Im*  gaum  Which  tbe  curlcous  king  pcrceiuing,  sayd  vnto 
hiMk;  "  Mj  friemi,  tKoa  wrst  here,  that  Mansor,  of  w homey ester- 
MflMllHMiaMlaMioglVkt  accompt,  and  whome  thou  saidst,  thai 
iImb  Mm  i««e  to  weU.  Bee  iissure<i,  that  for  the  curtesie  thou 
k«Mdo*ebiiH,  before  it  brc  longc,  the  same  shall  Le  to  well 
t^ynd,  as  for  ewer  thou  shahc  haue  good  cause  to  remembre  it." 
Thtgood  nan  vas  already  v|K>n  his  innry  hones  beseeching  the 
kivg  tiMt  il  would  please  him  to  pardon  hys  rude  entertainement 
•ad  lua  onematch  tiuniiiai  ity  whych  hec  had  vsed  vnto  him.  But 
Maasor  caauag  him  to  rise  vp,  willed  hym  to  depart,  and  sayed 
that  within  fofr  dayc*  alter  he  khouldc  hcare  further  newes.  Now 
ta  Uwaa  fcaakb  and  marrysh  i:roundes,  the  kyng  had  already 
buikkd  diuen  rastles  and  kMlges  for  the  pleasure  and  solace  of 
hunting.  Wherefore  he  purposed  there  to  erect  a  goodly  city, 
causing  the  waters  to  be  voydvd  witii  greaie  expedition,  whych 
citT  he  builded  iinmediately,  andcompassyng  the  circuiie  of  the 
appoynted  place,  with  strong  walics  and  depc  ditches,  he  gaue 
many  immunities  and  priuiiedges  to  those,  that  would  repayre  to 
people  the  same,  by  mcancs  when-of,  in  liile  lyiue,  was  reduced  to 
tbe  state  of  a  beaulifull  and  ncalthy  city,  whych  is  the  very  same 
that  before  we  sayd  to  be  drsar  Elcabir,  as  mutch  to  say :  ^'the 
great  palace."  This  goodly  worke  beinge  ilius  performed  Mansor 
sent  for  his  host,  to  whome  hce  siiyde :"  'I'o  the  end  from  henceforth 
thou  roayest  more  honourably  eutertaine  kyngs  into  ihy  house, 
and  tnayest  intreate  them  wyth  greater sumptuositie,  for  the  better 
solacvng  of  them  wyth  thy  curtesy  and  pleasauut  taike,  beholde 
the  city  that  1  haue  buylded,  which  1  doe  gyue  vnto  thee  and  tliync 
for  euer,  reseroing  aoihyng  but  an  acknowkdgemcat  of  good  Mil, 
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to  the  end  tlioii  mayst  know  that  a  gentleman's  luind  nousled  ia 
villany,  is  discouereil,  when  forgetting  a  good  turne,  he  incurreth 
the  vice  of  ingratitude."  The  good  man  seeing  solibcrall  an  offer 
and  present  worthy  of  suteh  a  king  fell  downe  vppon  his  knees, 
and  kys-ing  his  foote  with  nl  humility,  sayd  vnto  him  :  "  Sir  if 
your  liberality  did  not  supply  tlie  imperfection  of  my  meryte,  and 
perfourmed  not  what  wanted  in  me,  to  attayne  so  great  estate,  I 
would  excuse  my  sclfe  of  the  charge  whych  it  plcaseth  you  to 
gyue  mee,  and  w hereunto  for  lucke  of  trayning  vp,  and  vse  of 
sutch  a  dignity,  I  am  altogether  vnfit.  But  sith  that  the  graces 
of  God,  and  the  gyftes  of  kynges  ought  neuer  to  bee  reiected,  by 
acceptynge  thys  benefite  wyth  humble  thankes  for  theclemencye 
of  your  royall  maiestye,  I  rest  the  seruaunt  and  slaue  of  you  and 
yours,"  The  king  hearing  hyni  speake  so  wisely,  took  hym  vp, 
and  imbraccd  him,  saying :  "  Would  to  God  and  his  great  pro- 
phctc,  ihiit  all  t'.vey  whicli  rulccityes,  and  gouerne  prouinces,  had 
so  good  a  nature  as  thine  then  (  durst  be  bulde  to  say,  that  the 
people  shouldc  lyue  better  at  theyr  ease,  and  monarches  without 
charge  of  conscience,  for  the  ill  bchauyors  of  theyr  officers.  Lyue 
good  man,  lyue  at  thine  ease,  maynteine  thy  people,  obserue  our 
lawes,  and  increase  the  beauty  of  the  city,  whereof  from  this  time 
forth  wee  doe  make  the  possesser.  And  truly  the  present  was  not 
to  bee  contempncd,  for  that  the  same  at  this  day  is  one  of  the 
fairest  that  is  in  Affrica,  and  is  the  land  of  the  blackc  people,  sutch 
as  the  Spaniards  call  Negroes.  It  is  very  full  of  gardeins,  furni- 
shed with  uboundaUce  of  spyces  brought  from  the  Moluccas, 
bicause  of  the  martes  and  faires  ordeined  there.  To  be  short, 
Mansor  shewed  by  this  gift  what  is  tlic  force  of  a  gentle  heart, 
which  can  not  abydc  to  bcc  vanquished  in  curtesie,  and  lesse 
suffer  that  vnder  forgetfulnesse  the  mcmorye  of  a  receiued  good 
turne  be  lost.  King  Darius  whilome,  for  a  little  garment,  receiued 
in  gift  by  Silofon  the  Samien,  rccompciiced  him  wyth  the  gaine 
and  royall  dignity  of  that  ciiy,  and  made  him  soueraine  lord 
thereof,  and  of  the  isle  of  Samos.  And  what  greater  vertue  can 
illustrate  the  name  of  a  noble  man,  than  to  acknowledge  and  pre- 
ferre  them,  which  for  natural  shame  and  bashfulnesse,  dare  not 
beholde  the  maiesty  of  their  greatnesse?  God  sometymes  with 
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WITH 

AN  ADUERTISEMENT  TO  THE  READER. 


What  thou  hast  gained  for  thy  better  instruction,  or  what  con- 
ceiued  for  recreation  by  reading  these  thirty  fiue  nouells,  I  am  no 
judge,  although  (by  deeming)  in  reading  and  perusing,  thou 
mayst  (at  thy  pleasure)  gather  both.  But  howsoeuer  profite,  or 
delight,  can  satisfie  mine  apo^'ntinent,  wherefore  they  were  pre- 
ferred into  tliy  bands,  coDtented  am  I  that  thou  doe  vouchsafe 
them  good  lessons  how  to  shun  the  darts,  and  prickesof  insolency 
thou  findest  in  the  same.  The  vertuous  noble  may  sauor  the 
fruits  and  taste  the  licour  that  stilleth  from  the  gums  or  buds  of 
vertue.  The  contrary  may  see  the  blossoms  fail,  that  blomefrom 
the  shrubs  of  disloialty  and  degenerat  kinde.  Yong  gentle- 
men, and  ladies  do  view  a  plot  founded  on  sured  grounde,  and 
what  the  fouo^tion  is,  planted  in  shattringsoyle,  with  a  fashion 
of  attire  to  garnish  their  inward  parts,  so  well  as  (sparelesse)  they 
imploy  vpon  the  vanishing  potnpe.  Euery  sort  and  sexe  that 
warfare  in  the  fielde  of  humayne  life,  may  set  here  the  sauourous 
fruicl  (to  outwarde  lyking)  that  fansied  the  sensuall  taste  of 
Adam's  wyfe.  They  see  also  what  grifts  sutch  fading  fruicts 
produce  vnto  posterity :  what  likewise  the  lusty  growth  and 
spring  of  venue's  plant,  and  whaidciicates  it  brauncheth,  to  those 
that  cart' fully  keepe  the  slips  thereof,  within  the  orchard  of  their 
mindes.  Diners  tragical  siicwes  by  the  pennes  description  haue 
bene  disclosed  in   greatest  number  of  these  hystories,  the  same 
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